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GENERU. ELECTRIC 
By GENERAL COMICS, w . 



./ 

A REAL OLD ­
FASHIONED 

SCHOOLRooM'-
JUST THE WAY fil t .... ,.fiI 
IT LOOKED IN 
1871, WHEN 
FORD WAS 
A YOUNG . 
STUDENT 
HERE 

OLD-FASHIONED · 
IS RIGHT-- AND 
DARK, TOO. I'D HATE 
TO HAVE TO STUDY 

IN THIS L1GHTl 

HEY, ED ! WE'RE GOING 
DOWN! IS ANYTHING 

EVERYTHING'S FINE, 
JOHNNY. WE'RE JUST 

LANDING AT ••• 
GREENFIELD VILLAGE 

NEAR DETROIT 

WRONG? 

HERE, IN GREENFIELD VILl.AGE, 
FAMOUS AMERICAN BUILDINGS 
HAVE BEEN PRESERVED OR 
REBUILT JUST THE WAY 
THEY WERE WHEN 
THEY MADE HISTORY, 
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"IF YOU MAKE THE 
ELECTRONS RACE 
THROU6H A THINNER ~~1i:~tti~~ 
WIRE, THE CROWOING 
CAUSES FRICTION . __ 7 ,~·,al\.''' 

. THIS FRICTION 
CAUSES HEAT ANO .•. " 

• WE AU. KNOW, .JOHNNY, THAT ELECTRIC 
CURRENT IS REALLY A STREAM OF 
MILi.JONS OF ELECTRONS RACING , 
THROU6!1 A WIRE ••. 



NIN HIS EFFORTS TO 
MAKE A LONG, THIN 
FILAMENT, EDISON 
TRIED AND DISCARDED 
PLATINUM AND MANY 
OTHER METALS. HE 
FINALLY OEClOEO 
THAT CAR80N WOULD 
WORK-- IF HE COULD 
RNO SOMETHING VERY 
THIN THAT COULD 8E 
BAKED INTO A CARBON 
FILAMENT.' NOTHING 
WAS TOO FAR- FETCHEO 

.FOR HIM TO TRY ... " 

I 

"THESE EARLY EXPERI­
MENTS USED A GREAT 
DEAL OF ELECTRICITY­
YEr DI~N'T BURN 
BRI6HT ENOUGI:f OR 
LON" ENOUGH TO · 
8E PRACTICAL . THESE 
FAILURES CHALLENGEO 
EDISON'S GENIUS 
AND GAVE 81RTH TO 
A NEW IDEA •• • /I 

NOT IF WE SEAL 
IT IN A VACUUM, 
JOHN . WITHOUT 
OXYGEN , IT 
CAN'T BURN UP.' 

/ 



" .: 'JUMIC)' 'E~TOR •• , 
POWERFUL Efit0U6H 1'0 
Ll6HT IMH'f lil)NOReOS 
Of' BULlS . " , 

"BEFOR~ LON(7; 
EOI50N'S NEW IqNO 

OF L/6HT WAS TIlE ­
/MENDOU5LY Pf!)PIILAR .. . 
BRI6HTENIN(7 THi LIVES 
OF THQJJSANPS OF 
PEOPLE · - IN HOMES, 
SCHOO.lS, OFF((f. 

JoACT()RIES AND 
~TORE5 . ., 

GOLLY, NO WONDER 
THEY CALLED HIM 
THE 'WIZARD OF 
MENLO PARK'" . ~---

'WIZARD' 15 RIGHT! •• . 
BEFORE HIS BULB 

COULD BE ' PUT TO 
REALLY PRACTICAl. 
USE, EDJ50N HAD 
TO DEV/SE /Ito. WHOLE 
ELeCTRIC SY5TEM 

uSING A ••. 



WHICH REMINDS M~ JOHNNY, 
ABOUT MY BRIGHT IIIEA •.. I 
THINK IT'S TIME YOU WENT 

TO A UNIVERSITY.' 

EDISON'S 1879 BULB WA.S 
JUST THE BEGINNING ••• DURING 
THE NEXT 25 YEARS, CARBON-
1zED PAPER AND BAMBOO 
FILAMENTS WERE MADE .­
AND USING THE SAME 

AMOUNT OF CURRENT, 
THEY BURNED 3 
TIMES 8RI6HTER! 



'" ALSO, GENnEMEN, IF 
WE COIL THE FILAMENT, 

WE CAN USE A MUCt4 
LONGER ONE IN THE 
AVERAGE-SiZe BULB 
AND WE'LL HAVE A 

MUCH BRIGHTER LIGHT.' 



THERE IT 15, JOHNNY--THE '\ii::kl~~ 
c;-e UNIVERSITY'OF LIGHT.' ~Tl~~~~ 

AND HERE, WE GO FOR ...... ~:I~ ... 
A CAMPUS LANDING! ill 



THAT'S THE 'TORTURE­
RACK'THAT TESTS 
THEIR ABILITY TO 

PUNISHMENT. 

LOOK, JOHNNY·· THERE'S MARVIN 
PIPKIN -- THE C; . E SCIENTIST 

WHO DEVELOPED THE' INSIDE 
FROSTED' BULB IN 1924--AND 
JUST RECENTLY, THE IMPRoveD 
'ALL-: WHITE' BUUS THAT'S 
EVEN EASIER ON THE EYES.' 

AND HERE, THOUSANDS 
OF SAMPLE BULBS ARE 
CONSTANTLY BEINe:; 

< LIFE - TESTED 



YOU KNOW, EeJ, I'M 
BE61NNIN6 TO SEE 
THE 8UL~ IN A 
New Ll6HT! MAKES 
YOU WONDER WHAt 
THE LIGHT OF THE 
FUTURE WILL 

(Se LIKE ••• 



NO WONDER THEY 
CALl IT A 'UNIVERSITY! •• 

THERE'S A LOT TO 
SE RNED IN A 

LIKE "TltIS! 



THAT'S JUST A .SAMPLE ... GENERAL 
ELECTRIC MAKES OVER 10,000 
DIFFERENT TYPES AND SIZES OF BULBS 

FOR EVERY LIGHTING PURPOSE! ~D ~iii!tM~~~;;~[i!]~!~ DON'T FORGET THE MANY:.:--. .... t.. 
SPECIAL PURPOSE 

ELECTRIC BULBS ••. 



"8IJr IN A FUJORESCEIIT 
TIlBE, liGHT 15 PRODUCED 
BY ELECTRONS SHOOTING 
THROUGH A GAS -FIUED 
SPACE. 
IT'S COMPliCATED, BUT 

THIS WILL GIVE YOil 
AN IDEA ••. N 

"AT THE STARTlN6 
SIGNAL (THE LIGHT 
SWITCH). THE ELECTRODE 
AT ONE ENO OF THE . 
TII8E SHOOTS ELEC­
TRONS 7JffiOIIGH THE 
TUBE 7VWARO THE 
ELECTROOE - TARGET 
AT THE OTHER END ... " 

AND HERE'S THE WORLD'S 
LARGEST BULB - - 50,000 
WATTS! IT USES MORE 

!='OWER THAN MANY 
RADIO STATIONS! 

NO, INDEED, 
JOHNNY. THERE'S 

A 81G DIFFERENCE. 
YOU SEE . .. 

" 

HERE'S THe SMALLEST "~MP 
IN THE WORL.D ... SMALLER THAN 
A GRAIN Ci1F WHEAT! ITS USED 
IN SUR6I("AL. INSTRUMENT$ . 
FOR DElICATE oPERATIONS. 

ELECTRODE SEALED IN EACH ENO 

-.. -~ . 

WALL OF TUBE COATED WITH Fl~E5CENT CR'fSTAlS ('PHOSPHORS') 



n'IIT ON THE WAY 
TO THl TARGET, THE 
$PlIDING ELECT/tOII5 

HAVl ro CRASH 
TNIIIt WAY TH/tOI,IaH 
tHE MEItCIJRY V~ 

IN THE TIJ8E ... ANO 
THESE aJLl.ISIONS 
PItOOIJCE ULTRA­

WOlfT b.IJIATIONS .. II 

"NOW WHEN THESE 
IJLTItAVIOLET RADIATIONS 
HIT THE PHOSPHOR­
COATINGOH THE 
TIJ8E, THEY MAKE 

THE PHOSPHO/lS 
I'LUORESCE _. 

GLOW WITH A 
SOFT, COOL LIGHT'" 

I GET IT"AND 
THAT'S WHY IT'S 
CALLED 'FLUORESCENT ' 
LIGHT! IT HASN'T 
BEEN IN USE 
VERY LON6, 
HAS IT. ED? 

ULTHAVIOI.Er 
ItAOIATIONS 

'-THE DEMAND FOR HIS 
ELEC.TRIC LIGHT LED TO THE 
GREAT ELECTRICAL NETWORK 
THAT TODAY SERVES OUR 

HOMES, STORES AND FACTORIES , 




