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Soldiers of the Cross 
Less than fifty years after the dis­

covery of America, the Spanish Cath­
olic pioneers began to explore and set­
tle the now existing States of New 
Mexico, Arizona, Texas, Colorado and 
California. And with every band of 
explorers came saintly Franciscan 
Missionaries to civilize and evange­
lize the Indians. The soldier looked 
to the conquest of lands and peoples 
for his earthly king; the Missionary 
to the conquest of souls for his 
Heavenly King. Both advanced, now. 
together, and now apart, both facing 
the right point, though with different 
views and far differently equipped. 
The soldier, clad in mail, mounted on 
his steed, with spear in hand to fhrht 
the Indian if need be; the Missionary 
dressed in the poor habit of his Order, 
walking on foot and bearing the cross, 
to console the conquered native, and 
tell him that there was One Who Died 
for him, in order to win his heart and 
make him happy in another world. So 
f ruitful were the labors of these 
saintly Padres that by 1617, they had 

Aside from sacrifice, does patriotism 
consist In only waving the national 
colors and singing the national an­
them? Or should we raise our nation­
al heart to the God above In prayer? 
President Harding said: "That our na­
tion can be helped every time 'Our Na­
tion's Prayer' Is given sincere utter­
ance." President Coolidge wrote: "It 
eloquently voices the national Jove for 
peace, honor and the ftal!;". I am ~:lad 
to have it." Most of the Governors 
have given It slmllar Indorsement. 
The press throughout the land, after 
Its first use as an Invocation a.t 
American Legion Post No. 183, gave It 
warm approval ln editorials. Church-

already converted 20,000 Indians, built 
many churches, opened schools, and 
trained their Indian converts in the 
useful arts of European civilization. 
Many, indeed, laid down their lives in 

bloody martyrdom, and even to this 
day you will find t r aces of t heir la­
bors in the crumbling walls of ruined 
chapels and deserted Missions 
throughout our Catholic Southwest. 

A PRESENT for Serious 
Minded Loyal Americans 

"®ur )tlation's ~raper" 
By the Reverend F ranc•s C. Young, Chicago's Poe t -Pries t 

men of all beliefs have ;;pon.on•d It 
heartily. 

"Crime amongst th., ) outh of our 
land is on the Increase," Is the cry 
we hear from all sides. This is only 
natural ,If we leave our children Ig­
norant of God, whom they must learn 
to love and fear to otrend. We know 
the bitter experience of those coun­
tries which neglected God. We do not 
want history to repeat ltsel!. It wUI, 
even in our case, unless we raise our 
hearts to God, praying for His protec­
tion and guidance. There is urgent 
need for a national prayer, one which 
can be used by Protestant, Jew and 
Catholic alike on all patriotic occa­
sions. "Our Nation's Prayer" from 
the indorsements It has received, 
seems to meet this requirement. It 
brea.thes the aplrlt "Let love abide 
amongst the creeds." It wlll assist In 
bringing about the "Grea.t Brother­
hood of Men," which every sincere 
heart craves. Fa.ther J. M. Lonegran, 
National Chaplain of the American 
Legion, predicts this, when he writes: 

")fay It circulate abundantly, for It Is 
sure to fructify into a beautiful na­
tional morale." It Is Indeed beau ti­
fully Inspiring to sing the nationa l a n­
them, to wave the national colors, but 
unless we raise our national heart to 
the God above, all this becomes shal­
low and empty. 

Th is de Luxe Art Motto of Oar Na­
t ion's Pra yer has been prepar ed with 
much skill and devotion. Some of the 
country's best artists gave of their 
talents so that It could be properly 
presented to the public. 

Size S*xlO*, printed on h ighly fin ­
ished art paper (very readable even a t 
a distance) In gold and four colors 
harmoniously blended, done u p In a. 
GUt Poly-Chrome Metal Leaf Tipped 
Frame packed In beautiful gift box , 
only 2.00 postpaid. 

Size 10%x12 , same as a bove on 
art mat, inframed , $1.00 postpa id. 

Send orders to : 
P ublisher-

Our Nation's Prayer 
907 P oplar St. Hunt ington, Ind. 

Why not cont ribute towarda the aupport of a Minionary Ca techist by aendlng a cont ribution of a t least $1 .00 every month? 
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IN HIS STEPS 
A Popular Exposition of the Spiritual Life 

v 
It was a happy gathering of chil­

dren which greeted Sister Charitina 
upon the opening of the Fall term of 
the school year. As the good Sister 
rose from her desk to greet the 
pupils of her class, she was quite sur­
prised to find the number increased so 
that now there were ten eager and 
happy aspirants in her class of Chris­
tian Perfection. 

"In a short time," smilingly re­
marked Sister Charitina, "I shall have 
to call the roll before each class, be­
cause you are growing so rapidly in 
numbers. I am delighted to see, my 
dear children, that you appreciate 
these Spiritual Instructions so much 
that you are desirous of having others 
share with you 'The Secrets of the 
Saints.' I do hope, Rosemary and 
Vera, that you were faithful in read­
ing at least part of a chapter from St. 
Francis de Sales' 'Introduction to the 
Devout Life' during the summer 
months." 

"0 yes, Sister," chorused her apt 
students. "And not satisfied with 
reading and studying this golden 
book, we made a resolution after our 
last class that ·we would read at least 
a portion of a chapter of 'The Fol­
lowing of Christ' regularly every 
day.'' 

"And you kept this resolution?" 
asked Sister. 

"Yes, happily, with the help of Our 
Divine Lord and His Blessed Mother, 
we were able to persevere although 
we were often tempted to give up our 
spiritual reading during the hot days 
of the past summer.'' 

"I am so happy to hear this and I 
am confident that if you are faithful 
in this practice you \vill soon become 
very perfect. You know the Saints 
tell us that spiritual reading is a 
powerful help in acquiring holiness, 
for Our Lord speaks to us through 
these holy writers just as we speak 
to Him in prayer. 

"And now let us resume our course 
of Spiritual Instruction. You will re­
member that in our last class before 
the vacation period we finished the 
first part of our instructions, that is, 
ESSENTIAL PERFECTION. I feel 
quite certain that by this time you 
all have an idea of what Essential 
Perfection is. It is nothing more than 
Perfect Charity. Now if the end of 
the Spiritual life consists in Perfect 
Charity, it follows that there must be 
certain means for reaching this end. 
These means we call INSTRUMEN­
TAL MEANS of Christian Perfection. 
By the use of these means we are 
enabled to reach this end. Evidently, 
since Our Divine Lord calls us to this 
end, He must give us the means 
necessary for reaching it. You know 
it always holds true that if Our Dear 
Savior wishes us to reach a certain 

end, He will put into our hands cer­
tain means necessary for reaching 
that end and the means used must 
always be proportioned to the end we 
desire to reach. 

"And so in striving to attain to 
Essential Perfection, we must use 
certain Instrumental Means. And the 
Holy Fathers of the Church tell us 
that these Instrumental Means, with­
out which we cannot possibly hope to 
acquire Perfection, are chiefly: the 
Moral Virtues, the Evangelical Coun­
sels, good works-such as, Prayer, 
Mortification, Alms giving, Penance, 
the Sacraments, the Holy Sacrifice of 
the Mass, and various devotions. So 
imperatively necessary are these In­
strumental Means for attaining to 
Christian Perfection that without 
them we cannot even hope to reach 
the first degree of the Spiritual life 
to which God has called us. 

"Father Scaramelli, S. J., one of 
the great Masters of the Spiritual 
life, tells us very clearly that the life 
of Christian Perfection (that is, both 
Essential Perfection and Instrumental 
Perfection) consists in the formation 
of the habit or virtue of Charity. 
This virtue of Charity is acquired by 
making frequent and fervent acts of 
the Love of God and of our neighbor. 
Now, in order to gain ease and readi­
ness in making pure acts of Love of 
God and of our neighbor, we must 
first take great care to remove all 
obstacles that stand in the way of 
Perfect Charity. Then we must im­
plant in our souls those positive dis­
positions which prepare the way for 
Perfect Charity. In other words, you 
must first purge from your souls, my 
dear children, all bad inclinations, 
sinful habits, attachment to the world 
and self, and, finally, you must sub­
due and control all your passions and 
those sensual appetites which war 
against our higher nature and 
threaten to drag us down to spiritual 
ruin. This can be done only by mor­
tification, penance, prayer and the 
practice of solid Christian virtue. 
When you have removed from your 
souls those obstacles to virtue which 
I have mentioned, you must intro­
duce into them-especially by the 
practice of the Moral Virtues-that 
purity and perfection which form the 
proper disposition for inflaming your 
spirit with the fire of Divine Charity. 

"Now, if we would bring Perfect 
Charity or love into our daily life 
and make it the guiding principle of 
all our thoughts, desires, words and 
actions, it is necessary that we do 
something more than merely cultivate 
the practice of the Cardinal Virtues 
of Prudence, Justice, Fortitude and 
Temperance. We must, in addition 
to the exercise of the Moral Virtues, 
make use of those means best cal-

culated for removing all obstacles 
that stand in the way of Christian 
Perfection and for preparing the soul 
for the ready and constant practice of 
Perfect Charity, by clothing it with 
certain suitable and positive disposi­
tions. Chief among the various means 
comprising Instrumental Perfection, 
which we must cultivate, are the fol­
lowing: 

"We m1,1st, first of all, have a 
strong, persistent and persevering de­
sire and a determined will to reach 
the highest degree of Christian Per­
fection, cost what it may. Then your 
will must be conformed as perfectly 
as possible to the Will . of God. It is 
needless for me to tell you that 
Prayer-both vocal and mental-is a 
most powerful Instrumental Means of 
Perfection, as is also a lively sense of 
the Presence of God. Then when you 
have acquired this lively sense of 
personal relationship to your Divine 
Lord by placing and keeping yourself 
in His Holy Presence, you will readily 
and fervently multiply acts of Pure 
Intention throughout the day. 

"In order that we may acquire Per~ 
fection, it is imperatively necessary 

T he. Secret of t he Saints 

that we be exact in making our ex­
aminations of conscience. Surely no 
one would rashly presume to hope for 
progress in the Spiritual life unless 
she follow the injunction of Our 
Divine Lord to watch-that is to 
guard her conscience by prayerful ex-

Conti nued on Page Eight 

Do not fail t o read an abeorbingly interesting etor y on vocation to a Miesionary li fe, entit led " In the Service of the Queen." 
Thil etory eent gratie upon applicat ion. 
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APPROVAL 

OF 

ARCHBISHOP 

DAEGER 

Nov. 26, 1924. 
It waa Indeed a great pleasure for 

me to co-operate In establishing In the 
Archdiocese of Santa Fe, The Society 
of Mlaalonary Catechists of Our 
Blessed Lady of VIctory. I am now 
pleased to give my hearty approval to 
the publication of Ita Official Organ­
THE MISSIONARY CATECHIST. This 
magazine will, no doubt, serve not 
only as a greatly-needed medium of 
publicity for the excellent work now 
being carried on by the Missionary 
Catechists among the destitute portion 
of Spanlah·speaklng people In the 
Southwest, but should also prove In· 
terestlng reading by disseminating In· 
formation about this too little known 
section of our Country. 

I wlah THE MISSIONARY CATE· 
CHIST every success. Mar. God bless 
those who help the Catech ata by aub· 
scribing for their little magazine. 

Sincerely yours In Christ, 
,.J. ALBERT T. OAEGE!R, O.F.M., 

Archbishop of Santa Fe. 

APPROVAL 

of 

BISHOP 

NOLL 

July 16, 1925. 
Since practocally every form of mis­

sionary activity has its j)Ublicity or­
gan, it is almost imperatove that the 
Society of M iaaionary Catechists, the 
latest and by no means the least im­
portant missionary movement in the 
United States, should publish a month­
ly periodical to acquaint Americana 
with ita work. 
_ I am very glad that you receive 
subscriptions direct from the people, 
which makes it possible to sell your 
magazine at the very low price of SOc 
the year,_ It is now the cheapest, and, 
because it ia condensed, one of the 
very beat missionary papers published. 
1 wish for it a large countrywide cir-
culation. o}o JOHN F. NOLL, 

Bishop of Ft. Wayne. 

Every good practical Catholic should be a 
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very meagre living for one mission­
ary. No parochial school or teaching­
sister can be had for love or money, 
and there is no possibility of getting 
the services of a social welfare work­
er, visiting nurse, or tabernacle work­
er. The missionary considers that he 
is reveling in luxury when he can af­
ford a housekeeper or maintain his 
own house. He is often compelled to 
get his meals when and as best he 
may, among the poor ranchers out in 
the foothills. 

Though the noble, earnest, zealous 
priests laboring in this vast mission 
country willingly sacrifice their ener­
gy, their health, and their very lives 
for the spiritual welfare of their peo­
ple, it is utterly impossible for them 
to reach and hold them, in the face 
of all the difficulties with which they 
must contend, without the aid of a 
Missionary Auxiliary. 

It was to supply this urgent neces­
sity-to furnish the missionary priest 
with capable, trained auxiliary work­
ers, and so remedy the deplorable 
conditions existing in our needy mis-

sitance to the missionary by making 
and repairing his vestments, laun­
dering altar linens , baking altar 
breads, and training altar boys. The~r 
serve as organist and train the choir, 
and even conduct public devotions in 
the absence of the missionary when 
requested by him to do so. 

How well they succeed in their var­
ied and difficult labors can readily be 
seen from the followin_g lines taken 
from the diary of a Missionary Cate­
chist. These notes were written at 
the close of an eventful day-a First 
Communion Day-in one of the large 
mission centers under the care of our 
Society. 

"So it is all over-the day we have 
been preparing for during the past 
few months. And this evening as I 
muse on the events just transpired, 
my heart is filled with joy and grati­
tude that so much has been done for 
God's greater glory and the salvation 
of the souls of these poor, neglected 
children. 

"It seems but yesterday-so quick­
ly have the weeks gone by-that I 
came to New Mexico with my Sister-

First Communion Children 

sions of the Catholic Southwest and Catechists to take up our work in 
elsewhere, that the Society of 1is- this most neglected mission-center. I 
sionary Catechists was founded seven remember well how shocked I was at 
years ago. the poverty I saw, especially in my 

The members of the Society devote first visit to the church. How path­
their lives to the religious instruction etic it seemed. The altar presented 
of poor children in scattered mission such a forlorn appearance with its 
places. They prepare neglected little altar linens torn and yellowed with 
ones for the reception of the Sacra- age, the two misplaced candlesticks, 
ments and teach them to lead good, ·with a bit of wax to serve as candles, 
practical Catholic lives. As trained and-for decoration-some wild flow­
nurses they visit and care for the ers which looked very wild indeed in 
sick and poor in their humble homes. their unnatural position in the broken 
As experienced social service workers bottle serving as a vase. It was a 
they engage in various welfare works. sad sight, and how happily and eager­
They enroll the first communicants in ly we began the pleasant task of beau­
the Children of Mary Sodality and tifying this humble dwelling-place of 
teach the growing girls cooking, sew- our Eucharistic Lord! This morning 
ing, and singing. it presented quite a different appear-

In the missions to which they are ance. The new altar linens sent us by 
assigned they frequently find the those zealous women, the members of 
chapel in a dilapidated condition, the the Order of St. Veronica, quite trans­
altars unfurnished, and the acristy formed our little mission church. 
lacking in even the very e sentials "And how well the servers did! Our 
for Divine Services. Utilizing what- Bles ed Mother certainly blessed this 
ever materials may be at hand, they difficult part of our work, for when 
exercise their training and ingenuity I began training them in the art of 
to make these chapels worthy, though serving Mass properly, everything 
lowly, habitations of the King of conspired to make me think it the 
Kings. They render invaluable as- (Next Page Please) 

practical Missionary by contributing towards the support of the Mlaalona,-home and 
foreign. 
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Dear Helen: 
You will probably be somewhat 

amazed to learn that my latest adven­
ture as a Missionary Catechist cen­
ters about by debut into-Qf all un­
expected things-the movies! I shall 
make my first appearance upon the 
screen in a "feature film" entitled "In 
the Footsteps of the Padres," the 
scenario of which is built up about 
the life of a Missionary Catechist in 
training and in the mission field. 

The scenario is in three episodes. 
The first portrays our life in training 
here; the second our work among the 
thousands of poor Spanish-speaking 
people employed in the great steel 
mills of the Calumet district; the 
third depicts the scenic beauty of the 
too little known Southwest, its 
romantic history, its Catholic people, 
their quaint customs, their dire pov­
erty, their utter lack of religious in­
struction, and the work of our Cate­
chists in supplying their spiritual and 
temporal needs. My Sister-Catechists 
at Victory-Noll and in the missions 
are the principals of the cast appear­
ing in the production. 

The episode featuring Victory-Noll 
activities was filmed at a season when 
Nature is usually in a gracious mood, 
and She lent us for this particular 
day, a golden autumnal haze temper­
ing the Indiana sunshine, and veiling 
the surrounding hills with a back­
ground of lights and shadows that 
rivaled California skies. The cast 

STANDING BACK OF THE MIS­
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most hopeless task I had ever under­
taken. 

"I was so happy, too, to hear how 
well the children recited their Cate­
chism when the "Padre" examined 
them on his return from Las Febres. 
The long hours of teaching and train­
ing are already beginning to bear 
fruit in the hearts of these dear little 
ones of the flock. They looked so 
sweet and innocent this morning­
the girls in their pretty dresses, the 
boys in their neat suits-all of which 
were made and sent to us by generous 
benefactors in the East. The faces 
of the children were glowing with the 
love and joy which filled their happy 
hearts. The parents, too, very ob­
viously shared their happiness as the 
little ones entered the church in pro­
cession singing the pretty Spanish 
hymns Catechist M. has been teach-
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''Doings'' at Victory-Noll 
By Catechist Margaret Molloy 

having assembled on the "set" early taken up and answered by the modern 
on the fateful morning, the camera movie photographer. 
man began to crank promptly at 9:00 
a. m. As you will probably surmise, 
there was no delay pending the appli ­
cation of makeup, and the casting 
director was not confronted with the 
difficulty of placating temperamental 
stars. Nor were there any tiresome 
rehearsals, We simply appeared on 
the scene and proceeded to act as 
naturally and spontaneously as we 
could under the circumstances-not 
such an easy feat for one unhappy 
amateur, at least, who was tempted 
to attribute to the cranking camera 
an inevitability usually associated 
with the recollection of the spinning 
Fates. 

The principal scenes photographed 
for our episode were an investiture 
and reception ceremony, community 
exercises in the chapel, the various 
classes in session, choir-practice, a 
community group, community recrea­
tion hour, and a flag-raising cere­
mony. Close-ups were made of the 
more detailed activities. We posed 
continuously until 1:30 p. m., when, 
manifesting a tendency to "fade-out" 
through sheer hunger and fatigue, we 
were reluctantly dismissed by a still 
energetic and presumably tireless 
director. 

Upon release the film is to be 
shown in connection with an accom­
panying lecture in parishes through­
out the Middle West. We are look­
ing forward to its initial showing 
here with a queer admixture of eager­
ness and anxiety. I have often won­
dered what the poet Burns, writing in 
the peace and solitude of his Highland 
cottage, would have said could he 
have looked down the years and fore­
seen his challenge 

"Oh, that some power the gift 
would give us, 

To see ourselves as others 
see us!" 

ing them, and later accompanied them 
to the altar-rail when they received 
for the first time, with edifying devo­
tion, their Dear Lord in Holy Com­
munion. 

"In the group were many children 
whom we have nursed in our daily 
visits to their humble adobe homes. 
Our lives seem to have become inter­
woven with those of the people in 
the few short months we have been 
here for we are with them in every 
vicissitude and sorrow. 

"Every day we leave our mission­
center in our little car and arrange 
to reach the district school of some 
outlying mission-sometimes fifteen 
or twenty miles distant-and there 
teach the children Catechism after the 
close of the afternoon classes. Hav­
ing finished instructing the children, 
we teach the school-teacher-if she 
be a Spanish Catholic girl-the prin­
ciples of Catechetics, so that she may 
conduct Sunday-school classes and 

When you see "In the Footsteps of 
t he Padres," as I hope you will short­
ly, you will observe a number of new 
faces which were not on our last pub­
lished group photograph. Every sec­
tion of the United States, with the 
exception of the extreme Northwest, 
is represented in our latest band of 
new candidates. The industrial East, 
the sunny South, the great Southwest, 
and the thriving Middle West, have 
each contributed their quota. From 
Vermont has come Miss Jeanette 
Graton; from New York, Miss 
Dorothy Schneider; from F lorida, 
Miss Susanna Michels. New Mexico 
sent Miss Adelaide Velasquez; Okla­
homa's representative is Miss Helen 
Walbridge, and our local home State 
has given us a native daughter, Miss 
Agnes Ness. We are, you see, quite 
a cosmopolitan community. 

It may also interest you to know 
that we entertained recently, among 
other visitors, our beloved sponsor Rt. 
Rev. Bishop Noll, who spent several 
days with us; Miss Katherine A. 
Grimes, a prominent journalist of 
Tennessee, who was commissioned by 
the Knights of Columbus of that state 
to investigate our work with a view 
toward the application of some of its 
principles to the solution of the prob­
lem of spreading the Catholic Faith 
among the Tennessee mountaineers; 
and Miss Shehan, a member of the 
faculty of Loyola University, who 
gave us a most practical and inter­
esting talk on social service. 

And now my paper's out so nearly, 
I've only room for 

"Yours sincerely." 
Commending you to the tender love· 

of Jesus and Mary, to which I unite 
mine, 

Your devoted friend in 0. B. L. V. 

thus became a valuable assistant to 
us in our work. Then we visit the 
poor, attend the sick in their homes, 
and provide for the needs of both. 
Not infrequently, we take the part in 
one day of teacher, doctor, nurse, and 
social-welfare worker; and often we 
are called out at night to give medical 
attention to some sick or dying child. 

"So all the days of my life glide 
by, as this has done, sweetly, happily, 
busily, like a gentle stream running 
its quiet course in peaceful serenity, 
yet touching and affecting many lives 
on its way to the bosom of Eternity. 
I pray that it may cause my little -
corner of the desert field to blossom 
with the rose of Faith, and that the 
desire of the eternal hills encircling 
it to be encompassed in the Kingdom 
of the Sacred Heart, may be realized 
in a vast harvest of immortal souls 
gathered by our dear Society for the 
treasure house of our Heavenly 
Father." . , 

This is the time of the year for renewing your subscription to THE MISSIONARY CATECHIST. 
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Skyward Miles of Savage Rocks 

Ocate, N. M. 
Feast of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel 

Dear Mary: 
We have just returned home from 

Canonito where the Holy Sacrifice of 
the Mass was offered up in Honor of 
Our Lady of Mt. Carmel. This charm­
ing little village, as the name infers, 
sets down in a little canon, thereby 
protecting it from the strong winds 
which are to be found in an altitude 
of 7,800 feet. 

There was not a cloud to be seen in 

BOARDING AND DAY SCHOOL FOR GIRLS 
Conducted by School Sisters of Notre Dame 

Accredited to the University of Illinois, Recognized by the State Board 
of Education. Holds Membership in North Central Association. 

Academic Course prepares for College or 
Normal entrance. 

Domestic Science. 
Music-Conservatory methods in piano, 

violin and vocal. 
Art-Special advantages. Four studios open 

to visitors at all times. 
For Catalogue Address Registrar lb NINETY-FIFTH AND THROOP 

Graded Courses in both Music and Art 
Departmf:nts lead to Teacher's Cer­
tificate and Diploma. 

Physical Culture and Athletics under com­
petent teachers. 

Campus-15 acre . 
Telephone: Beverly 0315 

T., LONGWOOD, CHICAGO, ILL. 
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"A Pathetic Figure" 
THE STORY OF A LOST VOCATION 

Once the most popular and most 
devout member of the Young Ladies' 
Sodality. Today looked upon by 
every one in the Parish as a "back 
number," a flat failure. Even in 
school Dorothy M. was considered one 
of the brightest and most promising of 
the pupils of St. Joseph's and every 
one predicted that she would enter 
the Convent of the Sisters of Charity. 
Dorothy's mother, however, had made 
other plans for her future. It was 
her ambition to marry her girl into a 
wealthy family. 

After her graduation from school, 
the years passed quickly for Dorothy. 
In due time she was received as a 
member of the Sodality. One day she 
shocked her mother by informing her 
that she had decided to enter a newly­
founded American Missionary So­
ciety. Upon hearing this the worldly­
minded mother declared that she 
would rather see her daughter dead at 
her feet than to have her enter a 
Community to embrace a Missionary 
state of life. 

Dorothy hesitated. Then yielding 
to the solicitations and flatteries of 
her mother, she postponed her final 

unrecognized. As a general rule, the 
hour strikes when each one of us 
must meet the problem of our per­
sonal destiny-our choice of a voca­
tion. 

Are you, dear Reader, faced with 
such a problem at this time? You 
have undoubtedly heard how other 
young women,-perhaps even mem­
bers of your own Sodality,-placed in 
similar circumstances, have promptly 
made their decision. They cheerfully 
made the sacrifice demanded of them 
and gave up home, relatives, the com­
forts and pleasures of life in the 
prosperous communities in the East 
in order that they might serve Jesus· 
and Mary in the person of the poor, 
neglected Catholic children in the 
scattered settlements of the South 
and West whose Faith cannot be saved 
without outside help. They were will­
ing to stretch forth a helping hand 
and save these Catholic children, lan­
guishing and dying of spiritual star­
vation for want of the food of Re­
ligious Instruction. These brave­
hearted young women generously 
followed the call of their Divine Mas­
ter. Today they are happily devoting 

themselves to God's service and their 
dream of a glorious Missionary 
career has literally come true. 

Now the question comes home to 
you, "What is my vocation? I am 
not satisfied with my life. I really 
want to do something for the spiritual 
and temporal good of those of my 
Catholic brethren less fortunate than 
myself." If you postpone your deci­
sion, if you neglect to exercise your 
will power, then, like Dorothy of this 
story, you are doomed to failure. On 
the other hand, if you give a decided 
affirmative answer to this call of 
God's grace and follow your voca­
tion, you will no longer lead a narrow, 
restricted and self-centered life; you 
will no longer live for yourself, but 
you will live for the good of others. 
The sooner you decide this vital mat­
ter of your vocation, the quicker you 
will enjoy the rewards of a Mis­
sionary life-a life devoted to the 
extension of God's Glory and of God's 
Kingdom in the hearts of the poorest 
of the children of men. 

The way is not difficult. The life 
is a supremely happy one. Write to­
day for information concerning the 

_ _ life and work of the decision. Like so many 
other young women in 
a similar position, she 
put off going to see 
the one Priest who 
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could have solved her 
difficulty and aided her 
in shaping her des-
tiny. As a result, 
other interests took 
possession o f h e r 
heart and then just 
when she should have 
said a final "yes" to 
the insistent call of 
God's grace soliciting 
her to a life of con­
secrated service, she 
neglected to exercise 
her will power and, 
having failed to co­
operate with Divine 
Grace, doomed herself 
to the commonplace 
existence of a cynical 
and disappointed "old 
maid." 

There is no more 
serious hour in the 
life of any good Cath­
olic young w o m a n 
than that time set for 
deciding upon her vo­
cation. In every young 
womafl's life there 
comes a time when 
the question is brought 
home to her, "What 
does Almighty God 
want me to do,­
what is my true voca­
tion?" Rarely it hap­
pens that the question 
of one's vocation is so 
interwoven with other 
mattera as to slip by 

VOCATION 

When Jesus knew the Scriptures were fulfilled, 

He cried: "I thirst." How cruelly 'twas quenched! 

In torrent of fierce pangs, Him men have drenched, 

And still, He grieves not o'er the road He willed. 

Christ thirsted from excruciating pains, 

"He cried aloud," and then Hi;; Life expired. 

Perceive that call! Chri t will to haYe thee hired, 

To fill the vineyard which by death He gains. 

Can you resist? Stand idle by the way! 

Be generou now ! for thee the harvest waits. 

So many souls fore'er will bless the day 

On which your zeal ha opened Heaven's gates. 

Remember, too, the crown, God will repay,· 

No man, in bounty, ever God outrates. 

a copy of a story of 
Missionary life entit­
led, "In the Service of 
the Queen." 

Address: Reverend 
Spiritual Director, 

Victory-Noll, 
Huntington, Ind. 

Some time ago one 
of our generous and 
thoughtful benefac­
tors sent us a check 
for $100.00 to cover 
the traveling expenses 
of applicants who 
\vere eager to enter 
our Training Institute 
but did not have the 
necessary r a i 1 r o a d 
fare. Needless to 
say this benefac-
tor , and all those 
who follow his exam­
ple, will have a share 
in the daily prayers 
and good works of the 
candidates whose ex­
penses are thus de­
frayed. 

Give your friends a 
copy of THE MIS­
SIONARY CAT E­
CHIST and ask them 
to subscribe. 

This is the time of 
the year for renewing 
your subscription to 
THE MISSIONARY 
CATECHIST. 

Be aure to read the intoruting column on the work of OIU' Miaalonary Catechiah on the aecond page of OUR SUNDAY 
VISITOR every week. 
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Would you not 
like to have your 
intentions re­
membered in the 
daily prayers of 
our devoted Cate­
chists and their 
children? Send us 
a list of these in­
tentions and we 
shall gladly in­
clude them in our 
daily perpetual 
Novena to Otn 
Blessed Lady of 
' r:,.tory. 

TELLING 

III 

THE 

We were anxious to reach La Pard a, 
one of our distant Missions, before the 
Feast of the Immaculate Conception. 
So on December 6th (1922), we start­
ed early in the morning for this Mis­
sion but when we were five miles out 
from our Mission Center we found the 

"A romantic jewel of the brave old days 
when America was young and chivalric­
the days of the First Frontier." 

road impassable. We turned back and 
when we tried to ford the Mora River 
with our ''balky Ford," the water 
flooded our engine and we were stuck 
in the middle of the stream. Finally 
we had to get a farmer to pull the 
car out of the water with his team of 
sturdy mules. Our wet feet and 
clothes made us very uncomfortable 
and it seemed hours and hours before 
we reached home. We are going to 
make another attempt to visit this 
Mission as soon as we can get through 
the roads. 

On December 11th we made four 
visits to the sick. Catechist B. is nurs­
ing a woman who was badly burned. 
She is very poor and had no means for 
obtaining medical attention. 

We visited the home of a very poor 
family and gave them shoes and 
clothes which we had received from 

STORY 

stockings for the 
::\fissions. 

We began our Christmas festh·ities 
at Shoemaker on the 22nd. At Tip­
tonville, Mr. Frey took the part of 
Santa Claus. All the children enjoy­
ed themselves immensely. We gave 
out Christmas pictures and gifts sent 
us by kind friends in the East. 

Ours was the happiness of having 
Midnight Mass and Communion at 
Watrous. We had been looking for­
ward to the great Feast for some time 
as were the children under our care. 
We were very happy and very grate­
ful to Our Dear Lord and to Our 
Bles ed Lady of Victory to see all the 
children of this 1i sion and most of 
their parents receive Holy Commun­
ion at Midnight Mass. We spent the 
day in visiting the poor and distribut­
ing Christmas gifts. 

The ":\lora Independent," a little 
paper published up in the mountains 
and the only newspaper in this ' ' icini­
ty, had some items concerning the 
Christmas doings at Watrous and 
commended the large attendance at 
Midnight Mas . . 

Requests for petitions in the per­
petual Novena of our Catechists con­
tinue to come to us almost every day. 
We wish to assure all our readers that 
we shall be very pleased to include 
their intentions-both for the living 
and the dead-in the daily Novena 
we offer in honor of Our Blessed Lady 
of Victory. 

With the December number of our 
MISSIONARY CATECHIST we be­
gin our second volume. We would ask 
our readers whose subscriptions ex­
pire with this issue to kindly send in 
their renewals. 

IN HIS STEPS 

If it is not pos­
sible f01· yott to 
give your active 
service i n t h e 
Mission Field, 
you can at least 
suppo1't a M is­
sional-y Catechist 
by sending a· 
s 1n a ll con t?·ibtt­
tion, even though 
it be only one 
dollar a month, 
towm·ds her SU1J­

J"01"t. 

SOME INTEREST­
ING N OTES FROM 
THE DIARY OF 
OUR MISSIONARY 

CATECHISTS 

tion and who will guide us safely 
along the path that leads to the high­
est Perfection. 

"In the public and private devo­
tions of Holy Mother the Church, 
such as the Rosary, Way of the Cross, 
visits to the Blessed Sacrament, 

piritual Communions, novenas, con­
secrations to the Sacred Heart and to 
Our Blessed Mother, together with 
devotions to the various Saints, we 
ha\·e many excellent means for ad­
vancing in the way of solid virtue. 

"Finally, let us not forget that 
while it is an important principle of 
the Spiritual life that we must pray 
if we would wish to advance in vir­
tue, there is likewise the equally im­
portant principle of Mortification, in­
terior as well as exterior, which we 
must practice if we would sanctify 
our souls. 

'In addition to these ordinary In­
strumental Means of Christian Per­
fection, we have happily at hand a 
most wonderful means for easily and 
quickly reaching the highest Perfec­
tion. This means is a secret, unfor­
tunately known to but few, even 
among de,·out souls. It is called by 

''The sheep which feed the Sou t hw est 
doze on the mesas, and where sheep are 
-is rest.'' 

one of our benefactors in Chicago.. Continued from Page 3 

On December 17th we had Mass and amination regularly made during the its author, Blessed Grignon de Mont-
H C · W day fort, 'The Secret of Mary' and con-

oly ommum.yd at atrous and or- "i have already spoken to you, m~· si ts in consecrating our life and the 
ganized the Chi ren of Mary Sodality. dear children, about the wonderful end of our life, unreservedly and for-

As Christmas is approaching, we means we have for acquiring Chri - ever, to Jesus through Mary. This 
are making ready for the joyful Sea- tian Perfection in daily Spiritual we do by a solemn consecration which 
son. Catechist B. has solicited dona- reading. It is of the greatest import- will bind us with the chains of love 
tions of candy, nuts and apples from ance also, that we select devout, n- securely and perpetually to Our 
the general storekeeper at Watrous. lightened Spiritual Director to whom Di\'ine Lord and to Our Most Holy 
We are preparing 150 Christmas we can make our spiritual manife ·ta- and Blessed Mother." 
Give your fr iends a copy of THE MISSIONARY CATECHIST and .atk them to subserl~. 


