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Church-State Relations ...... ---------- ------------, 

by the Year 2000 

Injust 14 short years, we begin a new 
century. Today, we ask ourselves, as 
the churches, what we would like the 

world to be as the new century begins. 
How will Church and State work to­
gether to guarantee a new century of 
peace and justice for all the people, and 
what will be the necessary ingredients to 
bring this about? The world will be so 
different in 14 years. 

We want the separation of Church 
and State and the twin constitutional 
guarantees of no establishment of re­
ligion and the free exercise of religion. 
But there have been some unprece­
dented tides and changes in the under­
standing of the First Amendment today. 

Fr. Drinan placed the challenges of 
the future in the context of the history of 
the Church-State relations from 1790-
1947; from 1947-1980; and from 1980 
to the present. 

The first period was a relatively calm 
time. At the beginning of our Republic, 
this was a partly-Christian Society and 
the place of the Church was fixed and 
firm; tax exemption was given to 
churches, schools and seminaries; it was 
understood that we operated on a deli­
cate distillation of Judaism and Chris­
tianity; encumenism and rationalism. 

There were issues regarding schools 
that tested the Church-State question. 
Catholics withdrew from the public 
schools because the Bishops did not 
want secular schools for children. One 
important decision by the Supreme 
Court in 1925 saved the church-schools 
by overturning, 9-0, a referendum from 
the State of Oregon which had decided 
that there would be no Catholic or pri­
vate schools in that state. The court said 

Robert F. Drinan, Professor of Law 
at Georgetown University delivered the 
KSR annual lecture in April. Ordained 
a Jesuit priest in 1953, he took the 
S. T.D. from Gregorian University, 
Rome. He served in the U.S. House of 
Representatives from 1971 to 1981 
where he was a member of the House 
committees on the Judiciary, Internal 
Security and Government Operations. 

Below is a synopsis with excerpts of 
Father Drinan 's presentation, ''Church­
State Relations in the Next Fourteen 
Years, " as compiled by Father Vincent 
Krische. 

that even the people of America cannot 
prevent a private school from existing. 

During this period, Congress seems 
to have violated the free-exercise guar­
antee by forbidding Mormons to prac­
tice polygamy or bigamy. It also was 
very clear that there would be no aid to 
church-related schools. But, for the 
most part, the churches thrived. 

The very hard question about this 
period was whether or not the govern­
ment privatized religion. As a result, 
was religion simply made a private mat­
ter, and was religious influence driven 
out? And, even though during this time 
the Protestant churches were instrumen­
tal in abolishing slavery, child labor and 
overturning laws against women's suf­
frage, overall, the religions of the period 
were private. 

The second period of the history, 
194 7-1980, began with a Supreme 
Court decision, the Everson Case, in 
194 7. The court said that there was to be 
no aid for church-related schools beyond 

bus rides. This action was brought by 
Catholic parents, and the court voted 
5-4 against aid. It is clear that in the past 
40 years the Supreme Court has been 
consistent in granting no subsidy for 
church-related schools of less than colle­
giate rank. 

Simultaneous, during both of these 
periods, there were many wonderful de­
velopments regarding the free exercise 
of religion; children of Jehovah's Wit­
nesses were not required to salute the 
flag in a public school; Amish children 
did not have to finish school beyond 16 
years of age; Adventists and Sab­
batarians were given special privileges; 
conscientious objectors to war and dissi­
dents were allowed to exercise their re­
ligious beliefs. 

But the question is raised again as to 
whether or not religion was further pri­
vatized in not being allowed to be a 
force in the public schools and no sub­
sidy for denominational schools. 

In 1980 th.e third era of this history 
opened. There began a strong reac­
tion to the two points of no aid to 

church-related schools and no exercise 
of religion in the public schools. The 
Fundamentalists came forward and ex­
pressed the feeling of many Americans 
that there was a deterioration in the 
country; that human secularism was be­
ing promoted in the schools. They ques­
tioned why religion shouldn't be in the 
schools and why federal tuition tax cred­
its shouldn't be given for the 20,000 
Fundamentalist schools that have been 
established over the past five to eight 
years. Furthermore, they saw abortion, 
narcotics, illegitimacy, pornography 



and divorce as further evidence of dete­
rioration in our society. They became 
frightened and saw secularism running 
rampant m our institutions, Drinan 
said. 

In 1980 they came together and did 
something that had never been done 
before in American politics or history. 
They inserted into the platform of the 
Republican Party these propositions: 
the restoration of prayer in the public 
schools; tuition tax credits for church­
related schools and the recriminalizing 
of abortion. The Rev. Jerry Falwell has 
said many times that he made a mistake 
not to go political back m 1965 as 
Martin Luther King, Jr. did . What is 
happening now is that these groups are 
going political with a vengeance. They 
seek to take their interpretation of the­
ology and scripture and impose it upon 
the country. They see the Soviet Union 
as the Anti-Christ, and therefore it is 
appropriate for us to double the military 
budget. 

This is the type of thinking and activ­
ity that has now come into political and 
public life. We as Christians don't know 
exactly how to handle this. A new or­
ganization called '' People for the Amer­
ican Way" is trying to understand the 
implications and consequences of this 
new phenomenon. 

With this, however, we have entered a 
new era in Church-State relations. The 
Catholic Bishops, along with other 
Christian and religious groups have be­
gun to say that they are in fundamental 
disagreement with many of the Ameri­
can defense policies. In 1981 the Bishops 
were frightened with regard to the For­
eign Policy of our country. Salt II was 
terminated and no negotiations were 
underway. In 1983 the Bishops issued a 
highly praised and regarded statement 
saying that nuclear weapons may never 
be used for any purpose, offensively or 
defensively. This was an echo of Vatican 
II, which said the same thing in 1965. 
The Bishops did say, however, that nu­
clear weapons may be possessed for the 
purpose of deterrence on the clear as­
sumption that they are gomg to be 
phased out. They may be possessed only 
on a strictly conditioned acceptance with 
the understanding that on a bi-lateral 
basis we would phase them out. 

Therefore, the Bishops said that they 
are opposed to the MX, Star Wars and 
the first use of nuclear weapons, and 
that they want to return to Salt II. The 
National Council of Churches, repre­
senting mainline Protestant churches, 
spontaneously endorsed the results and 

In 1980 (Fundamen­
talists) came together 
and did something that 
had never been done be­
fore in American politics 
or history. They inserted 
into the platform of the 
Republican Party these 
propositions 

the reasoning of the Catholic Pastoral. 
Now, a wholly new situation in Ameri­
can poltics; representatives of 50 million 
Catholics and 80 million Protestants 
saying at the highest level that they ar~ 
opposed to the fundamental foreign pol­
icy of our country, not merely this pre­
sent administration, but of everyone 
whom since Eisenhower has relied upon 
nuclear weapons. The Church has con­
demned that strategy and said that we 
cannot go forward as a moral nation so 
long as we accept reliance upon nuclear 
weapons. 

T
his means that there is something 
entirely new in American life 
that is going to change things. 

We now have, through the effort and 
consciences of the churches, the pos­
sibility of a new country, Drinan con­
cluded. 

On the~ other hand, there ar.e the 
Fundamentalists who teach that nuclear 
weapons are perfectly permissable . Al­
though the Rev. Falwell has never said 
"yes" or "no" to the Catholic Pastoral, 
he has always said that there is nothing 
wrong with nuclear weapons. Billy 
Graham is saying more and more that 
the nuclear holocaust could come and 
that he is sorry he has not spoken out 
about this issue. Cardinal Bernadin 
speaks of the seamless garment and Ca­
tholics' opposition to the death penalty, 
abortion and the use of nuclear weap­
ons. 

The Catholic Bishops are preparing a 
new letter on the economy, and it will 
not be kind to laissezjaire capitalism. It 
will oppose unrestricted capitalism and 
will be in the centuries-old tradition of 
Catholic social teaching, namely, with 
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emphasis on a government that protects 
the poor and the powerless. 

There is now a whole new constella­
tion of parties in the Church-State strug­
gle. On one side the Catholic Bishops, 
the NCC and about 10 Jewish groups 
have said virtually the same thing about 
nuclear warfare. On the other hand, 
there are the Fundamentalists, some 
conservative Protestant groups and 
some dissident Catholics unable to ac­
cept this position. 

H
owever, there is a different al­
liance between Catholic and 
Fundamentalists on two issues: 

abortion and aid to church-related 
schools. W e don't know how these al­
liances are going to unfold -in-the nex+­
few years. 

There is the possibility of a new politi­
cal alignment in the country. Catholics 
and many Protestants are determined to 
say that we are a Peace Church, Drinan 
said. 

Another question which nses natu­
rally 1s that many people think the 
churches are getting involved m too 
many secular issues. This is true, and 
many don't like this. 

We have some great difficulties of a 
Church-State nature coming up. Rich­
ard McCormick, S.J., recently said that 
the religious leadership in the United 
States, and especially Catholic, is on a 
collision course with the U.S. govern­
ment, and that may be just the best 
thing to happen to both in a long time . 
We have to be prepared for it. 

What should Churches in America be 
doing? We shouldn't be thinking of our 
best welfare, fixated on prayer in the 
schools and tuition tax credits. Chris­
tians, J ews;-huma:mtaITans and other 
concerned groups in this country should 
recognize that we have a unique oppor­
tunity to be really religious and human­
itarian. We look at a world and 
recognize that America represents only 
5 percent of the global village, and the 
Soviets only 6 percent. 

S
omething is going to happen in the 
next 14 years that is going to deter­
mine the whole future of the 

world. That astonishing phenomenon 
will be the presence of two billion more 
human beings in the world by the year 
2000. Eighty-five percent of this growth 
will be in the Third world. What are we 
doing as Christians and humanitarians : 
we are not even planning for it and most 
people aren't even aware of it. Today, 
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there are 800 million chronically mal­
nourished people; 350 m illion children 
of school age with no school to attend; 
illiteracy is increasing m the Third 
world, etc. We see humanity spending 
$800 billion a year on armaments; $2 
billion a day; and, that of course, is the 
primary reason why we have all the 
affliction. 

All of the religious groups in America 
have a profound interest in what is 
happening to those people. Wouldn't it 
be wonderful if instead of fighting each 
other over what is going to happen to a 
little prayer in the school, or tax credits 
for tuition, that we could turn to these 
bigger issues and work together on 
them . 

Every Christian believes in faith and 
justice. T hese two vir tues have been 
linked in the past 25 years. We are a 
sincerely believing people who say that 
when people in the Third World suffer, 
it is Jesus Christ himself who suffers, 
and when half of the children in Lima, 
Peru, die before they are 5 years old, it 
is our Lord himself suffering. To be 
really good Christians and good Ameri­
can citizens we have to apply the deepest 

It is clear that in the past 
40 years the Supreme 
C ourt has been consist­
ent m granting no sub­
sidy for church-related 
schools of less than colle­
giate rank. 

care of our faith to the most profound 
problems that confront the human fam­
ily. 

If anyone from Mars, or Latin Amer­
ica, would look at our country, he would 
say that the Chu rches have been pri­
vatized. He may say that this is what 
happened when we had the separation of 
Church and State. We know that this 
separation is a good thing and we don't 
want it to change. But our government 
has not done all the things that we know 
our government should do. 

Nevertheless, 50 or 75 years from now 
this can be rectified through the faith 

and justice efforts of the Church. Per­
haps, historians will look back and ask 
how it happened. Perhaps they will see 
that at the University of Kansas and the 
Kansas School of Religion something 
happened, and people were born again, 
and a moral revolution was started. This 
moral revolution is beginning and grow­
ing in the Churches. In 14 more years, 
and by the turn of the century, we will 
be able to begin a new century with new 
hope, new life and new peace dominat­
ing the world. 

For the past eight years Father Vincent E. 
Krische has served as the Campus Minister at 
the University of Kansas and as Director of the 
St. Lawrence Catholic Campus Center in 
Lawrence. Father Krische was ordained May 
24, 1964, for the Archdiocese of Kansas in 
Kansas. Before coming to St. Lawrence Cen­
ter, he served at Bishop Miege High School 
and St. Agnes Church in Shawnee Mission,· 
Queen of the Holy Rosary Church in Overland 
Park; Most Pure Heart of Mary Church and 
Kansas Neurological Institute for Retarded 
Persons in Topeka and was the Director at 
Washburn Catholic Campus Center at the 
university in Topeka. 

To Extend Your Influence. 
One opportunity to lengthen your life 's effect is in a bequest to the Kansas School of Religion. For 

persons concerned with religious programming, the extension of this concern can be projected by their 
wills. 

Your will can: 

• D istribute Your Possessions 
When properly prepared by a lawyer, your will dictates your intentions as if you were ordering the 

.. 
g1vmg m person . 

• Perpetuate y our beliefs 
The influence and witness of your faith can continue after you . 

• Complete your mission 
Some ofus did not have the resources in the past to do some things we wished . When we leave a legacy 

(family and other interests having been provided for), we can fulfill some long-range purposes . 

If you are interested in discussing a religious thrust to your will, you can call KSR: (913) 843- 725 7, 
Lynn Taylor, Director. 
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KSR Recognizes Essay Contest Winners 
'Religion and the Nuclear Age' 1986 Topic 

The winners of the 1986 essay contest were 
recognized at the KSR annual banquet by W. Stitt 
Robinson, K SR P resident. John V incent of Al­
mena, Kan ., placed first with a topic of "Religion 
and the Nuclear Age." In it, he stated, "Since we 
have no sure defense against (nuclear) weapons, the 
world lives under a constant threat of major destruc­
tion. The church needs to use its influence in the 
role of peacemaker.'' 

Peter Samuelson of McPherson, Kan., placed 
second and Michele Staton of Pleasanton, Kan., 
took the third-place prize. 

Next year marks the 200th Anniversary of the 
U.S. Constitution. The Board of Trustees decided 
to commemorate this event with its annual high 
school essay contest topic of ''"Religion and the 
Constitution.'' 

Participants may submit entries by Feb. 15 to 
their local clergy association. One winning essay 

Fall Conferences Slated 
The fall KSR Conferences will focus on the 

Spirituality in Care Giving. Nurses, social workers, 
physicians, clergy and others in the helping profes­
sions will analyze spiritual health and identify their 
professional talents to maintain the spiritual health 
of themselves and their patients. 

The schedule is : 
Great Bend September 6 
Salina September 27 
Manhattan October 4 
Topeka October 25 

Leaders are Eva Brown from Topeka, a minister; 
Rosemary Shocklee-Fusaro, a nurse in Topeka; Dr. 
George Bascom, a physician at Manhattan . 

Participants can earn seven contact hours for 
continuing education. The registration fee is $20 , 
which includes lunch. Details are available from the 
KSR at (913) 843-7257 . 

The Burning Bush Bunch 
The KSR gratefully acknowledges the support of this year's 

donors: 
Ted Addleman , Oberlin 
Betty Alderson, Lawrence 
Arthur Young Foundation , New York, N.Y. 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard A. Barber, Lawrence 
Mrs. James W. Berryman, Ashland 
L.K. Bishop, Colorado Springs, Colo. 
Clark & Dollie Bittenbender, Lawrence 
H.C. & Ada Bolyard , Topeka 
Dr. Vernon & Rep. Jessie Branson, Lawrence 
Mrs. Theola I. Bryant, Dighton 
Mr. Frank Carlson, Concordia 
A. D. Cauthon, Syracuse 
Mrs. Margaret Chaney, Horton 
Charles H. Taylor Memorial Trust, St. Joseph, Mo. 
Charlton Manley Insurance Agency, Lawrence 
Harold E. Coplen, Hutchinson 
Dr. & Mrs. O.R. Cram, Larned 
Mattie E. Crumrine, Lawrence 
Harriet Darling, Moline , II. 
Dr. & Mrs. D.H. Davis , Larned 
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Stitt Robinson, right, congratulates Peter Samuelson. 

from each county will then go to the KSR by March 
2. A prize of $300 is awarded to the winning essay, 
and second and third place winners receive $200 
and $100 respectively. 

Winners will be announced at the annual KSR 
banquet in April. 

Board of Trustees Officers 
President 
Vice President 
Secretary 
Treasurer 
Director 

Allen Wiechert 
JoAnn Phillips 
Howard Hurwitz 
W. Stitt Robinson 
Lynn Taylor 

1987 KSR Lecturer 
James E. Wood, Jr., of Baylor University in 

Waco, Texas, will deliver in 1987 KSR lecture. 
Wood is a Distinguished Professor of Church and 
State, former Director of the Baptist Joint Commit­
tee in Washington D. C., and is editor of the Journal 
ef Church & State. 

The dates of the lectures are April 7, 8. 

Joseph B. Detrixhe, Ames 
Mrs. R. Dale Dickson, Topeka 
Paul & Luncille Endacott, Bartlesville, Okla. 
The Ethel & Raymond F. Rice Foundation , Lawrence 
Edna M. Ewert, Peabody 
Mr. & Mrs. H. Bernerd Fink, Topeka 
First State Bank, Healy 
Stephen E. Fletcher, Westmoreland 
Mr. E.C. Garrison, Osborne 
Joseph 0. Garrison, Topeka 
Garvey Foundation, Wichita 
Dwight & Jane Geiger, Mission 
Ronald Graham, Lexington, Ky. 
Marion & Stella Green, Leavenworth 
W.C. Hartley, Shawnee Mission 
Prof. & Mrs. Oscar M. Haugh , Lawrence 
Dr. & Mrs. Richard M. Haun, Lawrence 
Cliff & Dolores Hope, Garden City 
Mrs. Gordon Hurlbut, Tonganoxie 
Mabel Jensen, Burns 



Dr. & Mrs. H.P. Jones, Lawrence 
Roy E. Jones , Wichita 
Rabbi Lawrence P. Karol, Topeka 
The Honorable Nancy L. Kassebaum , Washington, D.C. 
Mr. & Mrs. Jay L. King, Jr. , Kansas City 
Phil & Bess Lautz, Topeka 
The Rev. Canon Harold C. Lowe, Monterrey, Mexico 
Rev. Hervey MacFerran , Aurora, Colo. 
Meredith E. Mader, Raytown , Mo. 
Peter Macdonald, Hutchinson 
Ivanell & Tom Manning, Shawnee Mission 
Karen & Lavern Mausolf, Overland Park 
Miss Evelyn Meade , Topeka 
Howard E. Miller, Seattle, Wash. 
Dr. & Mrs. G.P. Neighbor, Shawnee Mission 
Dr. & Mrs. E.G. Neighbor, Shawnee Mission 
William J. Nelsen, Marion 
Mary Alice Pacey, Washington 
Mrs. M. Davies Penner, Crowley, La. 
Richard & Kathy Raney, Lawrence 
Mildred H. Raney, Lawrence 

Delmar & Claudine Riney, Pratt 
W. Stitt & Connie Robinson , Lawrence 
Mrs. & Mrs. Bob Roth , Larned 
Rumsey Funeral Home, Lawrence 
Harrod & Bennett Schehrer, Lawrence 
Dr. & Mrs. S.O. Schroeder, Lawrence 
Lynn & Karen Schwartzkopf, Hutchinson 
Todd & J eanott Seymour, Lawrence 
Mrs. George Shirley, Springfield, Mo. 
Mr. & Mrs. Alan R. Sleeper, Alden 
Mrs. Irma I. Smith, Macksville 
Clifford W. Stone, El Dorado 
Charles D. Stough , Lawrence 
Frank & Kathy Taylor, Olathe 
Lynn & Becky Taylor, Ottawa 
Mr. & Mrs. Joe Tempfer, Canon City, Colo. 
Rev. & Mrs. Lester M. Weeks , Platte City, Mo. 
Mrs. Frank L. Wells , Lyons 
Gordon & Mavis Wiseman , Lawrence 
Eleanor Youngberg, McLouth 

Programs Financed by the KSR 
Free use of Irma I. Smith Hall, home of the KSR, is provided to the University. It is 

used for religious studies and other classes. 
Our office is also the national address and phone of the National Council on Religion and 

Public Education. Our library maintains curriculum servicing and consultation in this 
field. 

Continuing assessions of new books are provided to the KSR Library in Smith Hall 
which is used by religion students and others. We also help fund library staff. 

Outstanding religious leaders of the United States and England have been brought to 
Lawrence for lectures. This includes the annual KSR Lectureship Series that featured 
Robert Drinan in April 1986. 

Scholarships are provided for religion students at KU. 
Religion Journal is published three times a year and sent to religious leaders, clergy 

and teachers of the state and others interested in commentary, scholarship and 
information. 

Religion Essay Competition for Kansas high school students is conducted in cooperation 
with county clergy associations. State winners are brought to Lawrence for prizes. 

Popular Coriferences on timely religious themes are scheduled across the state. This 
year four cities were the sites of conferences on religion and health. Continuing 
education credit was provided to certain professions: cler gy, nurses, social workers and 
physicians. · 

Faculty travel to attend professional religion meetings and to lead study groups in 
Kansas is funded. 
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RELIGION 
(USPS 460-280) 

Traverse Log 

We live in two provinces at the same time: a civil state and a religious community. The problem of 
relating the two is so very old perhaps Noah was thinking about it during those long rainy evenings on 
the ark. Now the subject is called the separation of church and state; we Americans have the wall of 
separation-such as it is. 

The wall can be battered from either side. Shouts from the religion side warn of infringement across 
the wall from the civil power. What scares me, though, is motion from the other direction: the church 
trying to get over to run the state. Support (or opposition) for a political candidate when based on a 
religious bloc is scary. "We have enough votes," and "we're going to take over." "First get them 
converted, then get them baptized ... then get them registered to vote," these were announced by 
major league religionists with some pride nearly a decade ago. 

Today th~s theological foul ball hits the religion side of the wall with increasing decibels of claims for 
immunity and sanctuary. Come now, let us reason together. When a religious organization breaks the 
law, well, so be it. But when it intentionally lets its house become a staging area of illegal activities, then 
let it not fret when its piety is recorded on tape by government agents in its meetings. And when the holy 
bloc enters the political crapshoot claiming exemption and immunity, it may expect an IRS messenger 
coming to discuss tax exemption. Stained glass and media class do not make an activity a religion. It is 
what the people within do. 

Let the church be the church, let the temple be the temple! If it expects immunity and exemption, 
then, at least let it be unique. Uniqueness includes peculiarities like nurture, growth, mutual support;­
what other entity is trying to corner such attributes as these? This little tome is not a challenge of the 
right to be involved; it is a discussion about "the nature of the involvement" Qames Wood). Jacque 
Maritan used a term, "catholic action." I think he was talking about a process for involvement. It is 
something like, let the church tend to its unique mission of celebrating and teaching; then let the 
celebrating and taught people pitch into the political forum. 

Some of us are still around who can recall hearing German prisoners of war sing a Nazi marching 
song. The last line of each stanza was "It is your souls we want." Fully aware of the temptation to 
oversimplify at this, I deduce that somehow in the confusion the Nazis got their souls. I hope we do not 
sell ours out. Insist until the ''last syllable of recorded time,'' let the church be the church. 

Kansas School of Religion, 1300 
Oread, The University of Kansas, 
Lawrence, Kansas 66045. 
Editor, Lynn Taylor 

Editorial Coordinator, 
Beth Copeland 

Address Correction Requested 


	1093_1
	1093_2

