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“The University's speclal educa- |
lional opportunily program in no
way will impede the admission of
any regular student to the Univer-
sity and in no way will lower the
standards of the institution,” David
Eisenman, spokesman for the Mar-
tin Luther King fund commitiee,
stressed Friday.

Eisenman sits in on meetings of
the chancellor's special commiitee
charged with implementing the
program, which was announced
only a few weeks ago.

“One of the casualties of any
crash program like this is adeguate
communicalion with people not di-
reefly involved,” Eisenman said.
“The result in this case has been

widespread interest but little fac-

tual information to dispel misun-
derestandings.”

One of the most frequent charg-
€s, Bisenman said, is that the pro-
gram is itsell racist sinece it secks
to bring Negroes to the Universily
because ihey are Negroes, and
without regard to their qualifica-
tions,

“This never has heen the goai

of the program,” he reported. *In

establishing it the chancellor was
recognizing there is much huinan
talent in the states which not be-
ing developed beecause of poverly
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“Ho has committed the Univer-
sity to sccking people who have
the capacity and will fo acquire
higher eduecalion. We will take
them, help them overcome their

! past educational deficiences, as-

sist them financially, and in this
way reclaim valuable human ve-
sources,” Eisenman said.

it is true that most of these stu-

dents will be Negro,” he contin-

ued, “but this is due to the situa-
tion in Illinois and is not the ve-
sult of desives of University ac-
ministrators,

“Participants - a mueh smaller.

but similar program at Derkeley
include Mexican-Americans, Amer-
ican Indians, Puerto Ricans and
similarly disadvantaged Whites as
well as Negroes,” Eisenman point-
ed out.

He reiterated that both programs
are designed to admit studenis not
in spite of their lack of qualifica-
tions, bul rathier because of thelr
very genuine qualilicalions.

High school grades and test
scores certainly are important in-
dicators usually, he said. But the
inherent defecls of impersonal
serecning devices of [his sovl are
magnilicd seriously when they are
applied Lo studenis who have been
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environmental and formal educa-
tional benelits.

“The University indeed does
want lo increase the percenlage
of Negroes here,” he said, “*but not
because they ave black. We simply
recognize that their conspicuous
absence is evidence that a particu-
lar group of studenis wiho could,
with some initial assistance, meet
and exceed our standaras are he-
ing  sysicmatically excluded by
current social and ecconomic con-
ditions and our underdeveloped
potential for geiting them started
here)”

Another misunderstanding which
is widespread is that these 500
students will replace 500 who
would have been taken if this pro-
gram had not been siarfed. Eisen-
man said the chancellor made it
ciear at his chat last week thail
these students are coming in addi-
lional to the usual freshman class,
Anyone lurned down through the
usual admission procedures would
have been turned down in any casc,

“To argue thal if we have facili-
ties for an additional 500 students
we should take some more of those
who have had all the breaks al-
ready is to miss the entire poiny,”
ne added. “We do not have facili-
ties, we are making them. Thatl's
why we are raising saoney for
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and educational deficiencics.

these kids’ aid. The extraordinary
inequity which fhey have experi-
enced calis for extraovdinarvy ef-
forts to redress it and reclaim this
greal human polential for their
sake and for ours,” he said.

He continued by stressing that
the chancellor has done what he
can by commitling the University
to the development of the neces-
sary tools lo Jocate students with
potential but poor background, as-
sist them financially and help them
to remedy deficiencies.
| It is up to us, as members of
the University community, te back
the chancellor in this commitment.
We do this both materially and
symbolically through donations to
the Martin Luther King fund.”

A third rumor which Eisenman
reports is that studenis in the spe-

v

gram will be graded diiferently
[rom or have easier courses than
regularly admitled students. He re-
ported that although plans are be-
ing made for whatever remedial
courses should prove nccessary,
once these students enter regular
courses they will be graded just
like anyone elsc.

“The chancellor's task forece ac-
knowledged that many of these
students may have to spend five
years instead of four,” LEisenman
reported. However, speeial classes
( will be kept to a minimum.

“The chances are quite good
that any personalized tutorial pro-
lgrams which grow oul of these
students’ needs will be availabic
Lo all students,’” Eisenman repori-
ed. “The physics depariment, for
example, already provides seniors
who can be consulled in the eve-
nings by any students in lower
level courses.”

“Having these sludents
here will be far from detrimental
to our educational program as
Chauncelior has siressed,” he said.

cial educational opportunily pro- |

“First there are the exlremely ed-
ucational effects of inereasing the
diversity of cultural, economic and
social backgrounds of our students,
‘which will help make the Univer-
sity experience more directly rele-
vant to real societal problems and
.ehallenges.”

Eisenman continued: “The in-
cereasingly eritical situation in the
nalion dramatized the immediale
need for significant programs of
this sort, and the chancellor an-
nounced the current special edu-
leational opportunily program in
early May.

[ “It is designed to find, aid, and
see  through ALL those people
‘whose childhood conditions and
poverly exclude them from our us-
uwal enlrance roules — a group

systeniatically oul of fouch will

down:

(Conlinued on Pase 14)

whose absence is dramatized by the
‘absence of black faces on this cam-
pus, .

“Phe conspicuoustiess of that mi-
nority's skin color — in this case
the conspicuousness of ils absence
—dramatizes the tragedy inherent
in every situation which excludes
‘people who have aptitude and fal-
ent from being able to develop that
talent. In our state perhaps a ma-
jority of such people are also Ne-
gro; there are certainly a large
number who are not, however, but
are just as neglected and just as
worth being offered a chance for
their sake, and for ours, who live
in an increasingly interdependent
socicty with them.”

Iisenman concluded by siressing
that: accepting these studentes,
Uwilh their particular severe prob-
lems, will force the Universily io
dearn how fo deal better with all
individual students, “all "of 'whom
have strengths and weaknesses
which require the kind of atten-

charged is not given here.

“I pol guoted once in Lhe New
York Times as saying Lhis was a
Midwestern factory,” he mused.
“By inilialing what appears to be
the biggest program in the nation

for reelaiming the human talent
lost in owr wrelched slums and
depressed ruval areas, we are on
(the verpe of returning fo a situa-
ion more closcly analogous to an
artisan's workshop.”

tion’ which it has [requently been
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