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Professional 
Training
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Classroom Rituals 
of Teaching and 

Learning

What Are the 
Students 
Learning?
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Part 1: Can you see what your students 
are learning?

● Classroom rituals (or Folk Pedagogy)

What kinds of questions do you ask your students to answer?
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Part 1: Can you see what your students 
are learning?

● Classroom rituals (or Folk Pedagogy)
● Making learning visible—don’t we already 

do this?

Part 1: Can you see what your students 
are learning?

1. Pair up with another historian, preferably 
one in a different field from your own.

2. Discuss what kind of learning you want 
students in your courses to show in the 
final assignment you have brought with 
you (or in the final assignment of a 
course you have recently taught) (10 
minutes)

3. Fill in those learning goals and number 
them. (Note: You may have departmental 
learning goals and standards and it is fine 
to use them.)
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Part 1: Can you see what your students 
are learning?

1. Pair up with another historian, preferably 
one in a different field from your own.

2. Discuss what kind of learning you want 
students in your courses to show in the 
final assignment you have brought with 
you (or in the final assignment of a 
course you have recently taught) (10 
minutes)

3. Fill in those learning goals and number 
them.

4. What would students have to do to show 
you they had met those goals? Be very 
specific. Write this down in the other 
column.

Part 1: Can you see what your students 
are learning?

5. Exchange student papers with your 
partner.

6. Read the papers, circling the places where 
the paper shows evidence of one of the 
learning goals and put the number in the 
margin. You may consult on issues such 
as accuracy with your partner.
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Part 1: Can you see what your students 
are learning?

5. Exchange papers with your partner.
6. Read the papers, circling the places where 

the paper shows evidence of one of the 
learning goals and put the number in the 
margin.

7. Return each other’s papers. Evaluate your 
returned papers.

What kinds of learning are visible? What 
kinds of learning that you would like to see 
can’t you see?

Part 2: Alternatives to Traditional 
Assignments

• Historical Fiction (Hoax?)
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Part 2: Alternatives to Traditional 
Assignments

• Historical Fiction (Hoax?)
• Have a class adopt a Wikipedia page or 

pages
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Part 2: Alternatives to Traditional 
Assignments

• Historical Fiction (Hoax?)
• Have a class adopt a Wikipedia page or 

pages
• Put together an exhibition or virtual 

exhibition (public)
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Part 2: Alternatives to Traditional 
Assignments

• Historical Fiction (Hoax?)
• Have a class adopt a Wikipedia page or 

pages
• Put together an exhibition or virtual 

exhibition (public)
• Put together an in-class 

exhibition/contest

Part 2: Alternatives to Traditional 
Assignments

• Historical Fiction (Hoax?)
• Have a class adopt a Wikipedia page or 

pages
• Put together an exhibition or virtual 

exhibition (public)
• Put together an in-class 

exhibition/contest
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Part 2: Alternatives to Traditional 
Assignments

• Historical Fiction (Hoax?)
• Have a class adopt a Wikipedia page or 

pages
• Put together an exhibition or virtual 

exhibition (public)
• Put together an in-class 

exhibition/contest
• Individual translation assignment
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Individual translation assignment

“At the end of the course, students complete 
a final assignment that calls for them to pull 
together everything they have learned. With 
Zinn and Johnson in mind, they write a 
memo to Sen. Robert C. Byrd arguing for 
one of the books as the best history to adopt
for a program of adult education. It is an 
impossible assignment. Both books are 
arguably good histories, or bad ones. But 
impossible tasks call for the utmost one is 
capable of.”

Lendol Calder, “Uncoverage: Toward a 
Signature Pedagogy for the History Survey”

Part 2: Alternatives to Traditional 
Assignments

• Historical Fiction (Hoax?)
• Have a class adopt a Wikipedia page or 

pages
• Put together an exhibition or virtual 

exhibition (public)
• Put together an in-class 

exhibition/contest
• Individual translation assignment
• Detailed outline essay
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Part 2: Alternatives to Traditional 
Assignments

What kinds of final assignments could you 
use in your course to make learning visible?
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Part 3: How could you prepare students 
to demonstrate their learning at the end?

1. Write down your final exercise and all 
the things students will do to show you 
what they have learned.
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Part 3: How could you prepare students 
to demonstrate their learning at the end?

1. Write down your final exercise and all 
the things students will do to show you 
what they have learned.

2. Break down the final tasks into 
components; decide when you will teach 
the components; decide how you would 
assess the components.

Part 3: How could you prepare students 
to demonstrate their learning at the end?

General Discussion:

What are your responses to this process?


