
!

Australasian Council of Deans of Arts, Social Sciences and Humanities (DASSH) 
1 Geils Court, Deakin, ACT 2600  

T: 02 6285 8228  E: eo@dassh.edu.au  W: www.dassh.edu.au   
 

Chair  
Higher Education Standards Panel 
Department of Education, Employment and Workplace Relations 
(E-mail: teqsa@deewr.gov.au) 
 
To Whom It May Concern 
 
Re: DASSH feedback on the Discussion Paper: Developing a Framework for Teaching 
and Learning Standards in Australia and the Role of TEQSA  
 
The Australasian Council of Deans of Arts, Social Sciences and Humanities (DASSH) is the 
authoritative agency on research, teaching and learning for the Arts, Social Sciences and 
Humanities (ASSH) in Australian and New Zealand universities. DASSH represents the Deans 
of 44 university faculties, that teach over one third of university students (140,000) Australia 
wide. We commend the work that DEEWR is doing in developing a learning and teaching 
standards framework and we welcome the opportunity to provide feedback to the above 
discussion paper.  
 
DASSH supports the distinction between teaching and learning standards as outlined in this 
discussion paper and the broad principles shaping TEQSA’s role. However, we are concerned 
about the following: 

• Less than optimal engagement with the university sector due to the timing and lack of 
involvement of discipline experts. 

• The multi-disciplinary and diverse nature of arts and social science degrees. For 
example, a generalist degree, such as the Bachelor of Arts, will have a large number of 
discipline specific majors. 

• Acknowledgement and incorporating work already completed in this area. In particular 
the standards projects for history and creative arts as an outcome of the LTAS project. 

• Developing external testing or assessment of students and the complications if a 
student should fail.  

 
We hope that the development of a teaching and learning framework will consider the 
importance of the discipline communities in developing standards and assessment, especially 
in subject benchmarking and peer reviews. There is a further need to clarify what learning 
standards encompass and how they will be used.  
 
We would welcome the opportunity to discuss our concerns with you in more detail. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 

Professor Jennifer Radbourne    
President        
 (& Pro Vice-Chancellor, Faculty of Arts & Education, Deakin University) 
21 July 2011 
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