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Feedback
 Particularly useful to talk to colleagues from across Australian 
institutions about these common issues. Fab international 
guests with great attitudes. Great management, Sean.

 Thank you for organising this event, which was the first 
opportunity I've had, in a 15‐year academic career, to discuss in 
a formal setting such an essential element of my own working 
life. It should become a more frequent occurrence, for both 
ourselves and for the benefit of the students we teach.

 I have to admit I was sceptical about how useful or productive 
this conf was going to be, but I was totally wrong ‐ it was 
extremely productive and exciting ‐ the beginning of what is 
hopefully a much longer and more involved conversation

Feedback

 I did not know what to expect but its easy to say the conference 
exceeded all expectations. Thank you for taking such good care 
of us … I hope people will let you know what the conference 
meant to them. It's an incredible effort you put out and, apart 
from standards (who knows where that is going) there seemed 
to be a lot of learning going on. And the new friendships and 
connections are invaluable.
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1. Compliance Working Party

2. AQF 8/9 Working Party

3. Fields of Education/Cluster 
Funding Working Party

Level 7 & Level 8 Threshold Learning Outcomes

Upon completion of a Bachelors degree with a Major in History / Honours degree in 
History, graduates will be able to: 

Knowledge 

1. Demonstrate an understanding of at least one period or culture of the past. 

1. Demonstrate a broad understanding of a body of historical knowledge, historiography 
and theoretical concepts with advanced understanding in at least one period or culture 
of the past. 

2. Demonstrate an understanding of a variety of conceptual approaches to interpreting 
the past. 

2. Demonstrate coherent and advanced knowledge of history’s principles, methods, and 
concepts and the ability to apply them when researching a historical problem. 

3. Show how history and historians shape the present and the future.
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Level 7 & Level 8 Threshold Learning Outcomes

Skills

4. Identify and interpret a wide variety of secondary and primary materials. 

3. Demonstrate cognitive and technical skills in historical research.

5. Examine historical issues by undertaking research according to the methodological 
and ethical conventions of the discipline. 

4. Demonstrate skills in reviewing, analysing, and synthesizing historical knowledge.

6. Analyse historical evidence, scholarship and changing representations of the past.

5. Demonstrate initiative and judgment in historical scholarship. 

6. Exercise independence in identifying and formulating solutions to complex and 
historical problems. 

7. Exercise independence in identifying and formulating solutions to complex and 
historical problems. 

Level 7 & Level 8 Threshold Learning Outcomes

Communication 

7. Construct an evidence‐based historical argument or narrative in audio, digital, oral, 
visual or written form. 

8. Demonstrate written and verbal communication skills to present a clear and coherent 
exposition of historical knowledge and the capacity to disseminate historical findings in 
diverse contexts.

9. Create a history thesis/research project that demonstrates research and design skills, 
critical thinking, and judgment in developing new understanding. 
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Level 7 & Level 8 Threshold Learning Outcomes

Reflection and practice

8. Identify and reflect on the knowledge and skills developed in their study of History.

10. Identify and reflect critically upon the knowledge and skills developed in the 
student’s own study of history. 

11. Exercise autonomy in one’s learning and responsibility in one’s practice as a 
professional historian.

Draft Threshold Learning Outcomes — AQF 9
 Upon completion of a Masters degree in History, graduates will be able to: 

 Knowledge 

1. Demonstrate a broad understanding of historical knowledge, historiography and theoretical concepts 
with extensive understanding in one or more periods or cultures of the past. 

2. Demonstrate coherent and extensive knowledge of history’s principles, methods, and concepts and the 
ability to apply them when researching historical problems. 

 Skills

3. Demonstrate cognitive and technical skills in historical research.

4. Demonstrate skills in reviewing, analysing, and synthesizing historical knowledge. 

5. Practice ethical and inclusive enquiry and communication. 

6. Demonstrate initiative and judgment in historical scholarship. 

7. Exercise independence in identifying and formulating solutions to complex historical problems. 

 Communication 

8. Demonstrate written and verbal communication skills to present a clear and coherent exposition of 
historical knowledge and the capacity to disseminate historical findings in diverse contexts.

9. Create a substantial research-based project that demonstrates research and design skills, critical 
thinking, and judgment in developing new understanding. 

 Reflection and practice

10. Identify and reflect critically upon the knowledge and skills developed in the student’s own study of 
history. 

11. Exercise autonomy in one’s own learning and responsibility in one’s practice as a professional 
historian.
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History Australia
December 2011

Brawley, Clark, Dixon, Ford, 
Nielsen, Ross & Upton, 
“Learning Outcomes 

Assessment and History: 
TEQSA, the After‐Standards 

Project and the QA/QI 
challenge in Australia”, 
Arts and Humanities in 

Higher Education 
(forthcoming 2012) 
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Speed Networking
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Tertiary Education Quality and 
Standards Agency Act (2011) 
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Higher Education Panel
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Carol Nicol

Carol Nicoll

Carol Nicoll Alan Robson

Denise Bradley    Richard James
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‘Developing a Framework for 
Teaching and Learning 
Standards in Australian Higher 
Education and the Role of 
TEQSA’. 

The AHA is deeply concerned by the
relegation of discipline communities in this
section of the document to “other involved
parties”. Beyond a few vague statements on
the importance of discipline communities,
the document as a whole is surprisingly
neglectful of the proper place of the
discipline communities in standards
formulation and verification process.
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Discipline communities deserve to be recognized 
as full third parties in this process along with 
TEQSA and institutions. The AHA in this respect is 
reminded of the conclusion to the ALTC LTAS 
report: ‘Failure of the new quality assurance 
framework to follow through on the commitment 
made by the professional and academic bodies 
and peak industry groups will create a credibility 
gap. At risk is the loss of goodwill from major 
stakeholders which will be essential to their 
future involvement’. 

Electronic Portfolios that do not create another 
layer of work for already overworked academics 
would be strongly endorsed by the AHA as a 
means of providing documentation for testing 
compliance. The use of curriculum mapping as 
part of an audit process also has merit. We 
strongly endorse an external peer review process 
similar to that utilized in the United Kingdom.
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For whatever reasons and motivations the discussion 
paper has done a great disservice to the ALTC LTAS 
project. Comments that suggest the project did little 
more than present ‘guides to curriculum design’ under‐
value the project and its results. The AHA is left to 
conclude that this was deliberate and reflects a 
determination to downplay the role of discipline 
communities as the ‘owners’ and ‘definers’ of the 
attributes in their area of study.
The AHA endorsed the LTAS project as providing a 
workable and collegial process. The AHA and the 
broader discipline community’s work in the continuing 
ALTC ‘After Standards’ project highlights this point. 

The AHA rejects the assertions made in the media before 
the release of this discussion paper (The Australian, 6 & 
13 April) that the process had been flawed and the 
standards produced lacked ‘rigor’. The discipline 
community is happy with the AQF Level 7 standards. If 
the work of the LTAS project is dismissed who will create 
the new set of standards for History? Securing 
stakeholder engagement is most important and the AHA 
wishes to re‐assured that TEQSA has confidence in the 
discipline community’s abilities to set its own standards. 
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Draft Threshold Learning Outcomes — AQF 9
 Upon completion of a Masters degree in History, graduates will be able to: 

 Knowledge 

1. Demonstrate a broad understanding of historical knowledge, historiography and theoretical concepts 
with extensive understanding in one or more periods or cultures of the past. 

2. Demonstrate coherent and extensive knowledge of history’s principles, methods, and concepts and the 
ability to apply them when researching historical problems. 

 Skills

3. Demonstrate cognitive and technical skills in historical research.

4. Demonstrate skills in reviewing, analysing, and synthesizing historical knowledge. 

5. Practice ethical and inclusive enquiry and communication. 

6. Demonstrate initiative and judgment in historical scholarship. 

7. Exercise independence in identifying and formulating solutions to complex historical problems. 

 Communication 

8. Demonstrate written and verbal communication skills to present a clear and coherent exposition of 
historical knowledge and the capacity to disseminate historical findings in diverse contexts.

9. Create a substantial research-based project that demonstrates research and design skills, critical 
thinking, and judgment in developing new understanding. 

 Reflection and practice

10. Identify and reflect critically upon the knowledge and skills developed in the student’s own study of 
history. 

11. Exercise autonomy in one’s own learning and responsibility in one’s practice as a professional 
historian.

AQF 9
Summary

 The Masters Degree (Coursework) qualifies individuals who apply an advanced body of knowledge in a range 
of contexts for professional practice or scholarship and as a pathway for further learning

Knowledge

 Graduates of a Masters Degree (Coursework) will have:

 a body of knowledge that includes the understanding of recent developments in a discipline and/or area of 
professional practice

 knowledge of research principles and methods applicable to a field of work and or learning

Skills

 Graduates of a Masters Degree (Coursework) will have: 

 cognitive skills to demonstrate mastery of theoretical knowledge and to reflect critically on theory and 
professional practice or scholarship

 cognitive, technical and creative skills to investigate, analyse and synthesise complex information, problems, 
concepts and theories and to apply established theories to different bodies of knowledge or practice

 communication and technical research skills to justify and interpret theoretical propositions, methodologies, 
conclusions and professional decisions to specialist and non‐specialist audiences

 technical and communication skills to design, evaluate, implement, analyse and theorise about developments 
that contribute to professional practice or scholarship
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AQF 9

Application of knowledge and skills

 Graduates of a Masters Degree (Coursework) will demonstrate the application of knowledge and skills:

 with creativity and initiative to new situations in professional practice and/or for further learning

 with high level personal autonomy and accountability

 to plan and execute a substantial research‐based project, capstone experience and/or piece of scholarship

Volume of Learning

 The volume of learning of a Masters Degree (Coursework) is typically 1‐2 years; in the same discipline 1.5 years 
following a level 7 qualification or 1 year following a level 8 qualification; in a different discipline 2 years 
following a level 7 qualification or 1.5 years following a level 8 qualification


