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Write a history 0!
here they don't

Tell me everything that happened

Then tell me what you think it means
Rear Window, 1954

Without looking anyhing WP
f the United States of America

@ @R @: magine you a1 traveling in a foreign country wi
vou're in a cafe enjoying the local coffee-very strong
& of narcotic. You strike up 3

pout the U.S-
ho knows English- Ah—what 3
o, enjoying the fine weather,

g strong eSpress
o who is clearly into you!

s to serious stuff. YOUr new friend is
ore someday. S/he 5ays 1OYOU el me

THE 5U

after awhile the conversation twr
4 in America, and wants 10 goth

suppose that
of your country!”

very intereste
about the history

what would you tell your new friend?

the details:
o 2 pages max.
« Typed, of course- Double-spaced? Absolutely.
pass/fa\l, But this IS not @ test to see what you know or don't know.
jp in 3 book—1 want you to write this history

« Graded? Yes—|
There's no need to 100 anything U
from out of your head.

ating how successfully YoU complete this assignment:

ying out the assignment

and here’s the criteria for eval
o thecareyou take in carm
o creativity
o« abilty toexpress yourself clearly

“The world 21 made o storics, wot of Y
Muiel Rebegr

What is the story?
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INNER ON THE CREW CF ANOTHER B-17. WE

Our family's story is one that spans miles and
generations, races and realities. It the story of farmers

and soldiers, city workers and single moms. It takes . THEUS.. THE Sover 10 AR TO et

place in small towns and good schools, in Kansas and | g4 i

Kenya, on the shores of Hawaii and the streets of b Fon 28 SN, 3 INTING I~/ e
A .

Chicago. Its a varied and unlikely journey but one
thats held together by the same simple dream.

And that is why it's American.

That's why | can stand here and talk about how this
country is more than a collection of Red States and
Blue States—because my story could only happen in
the United States.

DURING WATI, A
SMALLER PROPORTION
OF MEN RESISTED THE

DRAFT THAN IN WWI,

That's why | believe that we are notas divided as our AT TR TSR]

politics suggests, that the dream we share is more { vouns NN auEsTIONING

powerful than the differences we have—because 1 am MY COUNTRY, I ENUSTED IN BUT 6,000 WENT TO

- - THE AIR FORCE TO FIGHT IN 5

living proof of that ideal A FORCE VO P, PRISON - THREE TIMES
WAS CLEARLY EVL. MORE THAN IN WWI.

I INN
HOWARD Z N

“The politics of hope does not mean hoping things come
easy. Because nothing worthwhile in this country has
ever happened unless somebody somewhere stood up
when it was hard, stood up when they were told, no
you cant, and said, yes we can.

LE'S
i.u)H.‘
Hl\ll)lk‘:

UNITED
And where better to affirm our ideals than here in STATES
Wisconsin, where a century ago the progressive .
movement was born. It was rooted in the principle that
the voices of the people can speak louder than special
interests, that citizens can be connected to their
government and to one another, and that all of us share

a common destiny, an American Dream

The Stories They Tell, 2000-2010 PR
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The Moral of the Story

Questions

« How many, and who, believes history is meaningless?

« [f narrative is declining or dead, what explains this?

« What is the status of narrative history in history teaching?

« How does exposure to narrative history that seeks a moral
to the story affect student motivation to study the past?

* What does narrative history contribute to moral inquiry?

» How can the contributions of narrative be operationalized
in teaching & learning practices?
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