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Tell 

Tell me everything that happened.  
Then tell me what you think it means.

Rear Window, 1954

What is the story?

“The world is made of stories, not of atoms.”                 
-Muriel Rukeyser
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Our family's story is one that spans miles and 
generations, races and realities. It's the story of farmers 
and soldiers, city workers and single moms. It takes 
place in small towns and good schools, in Kansas and 
Kenya, on the shores of Hawaii and the streets of 
Chicago. It's a varied and unlikely journey but one 
that's held together by the same simple dream. 

And that is why it's American. 

That's why I can stand here and talk about how this 
country is more than a collection of Red States and 
Blue States—because my story could only happen in 
the United States.

That's why I believe that we are not as divided as our 
politics suggests, that the dream we share is more 
powerful than the differences we have—because I am 
living proof of that ideal.

The politics of hope does not mean hoping things come 
easy. Because nothing worthwhile in this country has 
ever happened unless somebody somewhere stood up 
when it was hard, stood up when they were told, no 
you can't, and said, yes we can.

And where better to affirm our ideals than here in 
Wisconsin, where a century ago the progressive 
movement was born. It was rooted in the principle that 
the voices of the people can speak louder than special 
interests, that citizens can be connected to their 
government and to one another, and that all of us share 
a common destiny, an American Dream. 

The Stories They Tell, 2000-2010
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The Moral of the Story

Questions
• How many, and who, believes history is meaningless?

• If narrative is declining or dead, what explains this?

• What is the status of narrative history in history teaching?

• How does exposure to narrative history that seeks a moral 
to the story affect student motivation to study the past?

• What does narrative history contribute to moral inquiry? 

• How can the contributions of narrative be operationalized 
in teaching & learning practices?


