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After Standards  - Benchmarking and Mapping Exercise
 
To provide After Standards with needed information and prepare you and your colleagues for the project, we have created this questionnaire.  It will form the basis of a data repository that will assist you in the months ahead, serving both as a diagnostic tool for assessing your own institution and also as a quick and ready comparison with other institutions.  
 
To get the most value from the April symposium, we require an understanding of the landscape in which your major is situated. We need you to fill out the attached forms, which gather and transmit data that will be used during the symposium to help you build a diagnostic curriculum mapping tool for history at your institution. 
 
The data we require needs to be harvested from all of your course/subject guides by 01 April 2011.  We appreciate this will take time, but this information is essential to the task of assessing the discipline as we prepare for  - and try to influence  - the compliance requirements of a national standards environment. You do not need to manipulate the raw data in any way; if all your course/subject guide materials exist electronically (published online in program handbook, for example), this task could be completed fairly easily by an administrative member of your department/school.
 
At most institutions today in Australia, history no longer exists in its own administrative unit (if it ever did in some places).  When we use the term “department”, therefore, it can refer to either an administrative unit dedicated to the teaching of history (e.g., a School of History), or to the collective of historians who teach together in a larger multi-disciplinary department or school. For the purpose of this exercise, “program” can also be read as “degree” or sometimes “course” (e.g., the Bachelor of Arts). Finally, “Course”, indicates the subject, unit or paper in which a student is taught (e.g., HIST0001: Introduction to Australian History).
 
Thank you for your time and effort; we look forward to seeing you all in April.
 
Sean Brawley, UNSW
Jennifer Clark, UNE
Chris Dixon, UQ
Lisa Ford, UNSW
Shawn Ross, UNSW
 
6. Do you have progression from 1st to 2nd to 3rd to 4th level courses (e.g., 100-, 200-, 300- and 400-numbered courses) in your undergraduate program (check all that apply)?
8. How many courses must a student complete at each level to meet the requirements of the major?
10. How many subjects / courses and UoC are required to complete a major in History?
12. How many of the constituent courses in your major have explicit Learning Outcomes?
13. Where are course Learning Outcomes made available to students (check all that apply)? 
14. Does your major utilise a "Gateway" course - a required first-year course that introduces students to fundamental skills, abilities and knowledge - as an entry point?
15. If you answered "yes" to Question 14, please provide the following information about your Gateway course(s):
16. Does your major utilise a "Capstone" course - a required course in the final year of study that reflects upon earlier coursework, offering students an opportunity to demonstrate that they have acheived institutional and disciplinary goals for learning?
17. If you answered "Yes" to Question 16, please provide the following informaton about your Capstone course(s).
18. Does your major utilise an electronic portfolio system at either the course level (i.e., students produce multiple portfolios for different courses) and / or program level (i.e., a single portfolio for the entire major)? 
19. If your major utilises an electronic portfolio system, please provide the following information:
20. Does your major utilise any other system or approach to ensure that graduates have attained the Graduate Attributes or other expectations you have set for them?
22. Do you have external reviews of student performance?
24. At what administrative level(s) have you defined Graduate Attributes (check all that apply)?
25. Do you teach to Honours level?
26.  If you do teach an Honours year, what is the breakdown in percentage terms between coursework and thesis? How long is the thesis?
27. Do you have a pre-Honours course?
28. If you answered yes to Question 27, please provide the following information about your pre-Honours course(s).
29. Do you offer postgraduate programs of study in History?
30. If you answered "yes" to Question 29, please indicate which postgraduate programs you offer (check all that apply):
31. Do you double mark in any courses or programs?
33. Do you use external reviewers in any courses or programs?
35. Have you mapped the Learning Outcomes for each course against Graduate Attributes, and if so at what levels (check all that apply)? 
36. Did your School / Discipline provide feedback to the ALTC National Standards project for History?
39. Below you will find a list of the eight "Threshold Learning Outcomes" (standards) that have been endorsed for History. Please rank these in importance from the perspective of your School / Discipline.
Rank
Threshold Learning Outcome
Demonstrate an understanding of at least one period or culture of the past.
Demonstrate an understanding of a variety of conceptual approaches to interpreting the past.
Show how History and historians shape the present and future.
Identify and interpret a wide variety of secondary and primary materials.
Examine historical issues by undertaking research according to the methodological and ethical conventions of the discipline.
Analyse historical evidence, scholarship and changing representations of the past.
Construct an evidence-based argument or narrative in audio, digital, oral, visual or written form.
Identify, and reflect critically on, the knowledge and skills developed in their study of History.
40. Proposals for "Threshold Learning Outcomes" allow institutions to add two additional Outcomes of their own. What two additional outcomes, if any, would your School / Discipline add?
39. Please list the programs in which a major or course of study in History is available at your instition.
Program or course of study
40. Please list all Graduate Attributes, indicating the level at which each GA resides.
Level
Graduate Attribute
When you have completed this form, press the button below to submit your results. No further changes will be possible.   To save a form in progress for further editing, simply press "save" in Adobe Acrobat or Adobe Reader.  Please save a copy of this form for your records.
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