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6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
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historic Kentucky Hotel File 

common Same 

2. 
900 F i f t h  Street not for publication 

city, town 

Virg in i a  code county City) code 680 

Category Ownership Status Present Use 
district public occupied 

private unoccupied park 
structure both work In progress educational .private residence 
site Public Acquisition entertainment religious 
object in process yes: restricted government 

b e i n g  yes: unrestricted industrial trans 

X no .other: 

street number . . 

city, town of 

5. of Legal 

courthouse, registry deeds, etc. Lynch 

street & number Court House, 900 C o u r t  S t .  

city, town Lynch burg state V i  rgi n i  a 

title 
s i  an o f  Landmarks 

has this property been determined eligible? y e s no 

federal state county local 

D i v i s i o n  o f  
for survey records 
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7. Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
excellent -deteriorated unaltered 1 original site 

- good - ruins - altered - moved date N/A- 
-fair - unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

SUMMARY DESCRIPTION 

The Kentucky Hote l ,  one o f  Lynchburg, V i r g i n i a ' s  t h ree  remaining e a r l y  19 th  century 
ord inar ies ,  i s  l oca ted  a t  900 F i f t h  S t ree t .  The h o t e l  l i k e l y  was b u i l t  before 1800 
as a  p r i v a t e  residence o f  b r i c k  l a i d  i n  Flemish bond. It i s  two and a  h a l f  s t o r i e s  
ra i sed  on an Eng l ish  basement. O r i g i n a l l y  constructed on a  three-bay s ide  h a l l  plan, 
two a d d i t i o n a l  bays were added i n  about 1814, conver t ing  the  house t o  a  center  h a l l  p lan .  
The nominat ion cons i s t s  o f  one c o n t r i b u t i n g  b u i l d i n g .  

ARCHITECTURAL ANALYSIS 

The Kentucky Hotel  was o r i g i n a l l y  b u i l t  as a  two and a  h a l f  s to ry ,  three-bay, s ide  h a l l  
p lan  over a  r a i s e d  basement. The b r i c k  i n  t h i s  p a r t  o f  t h e  house i s  l a i d  e n t i r e l y  i n  
Flemish bond. An a d d i t i o n  o f  about 1814 added two bays and converted the  s t r u c t u r e  t o  
the symmetrical f i ve-bay  center  h a l l  plan. I n  t h i s  s e c t i o n  o n l y  t h e  main (West) facade 
i s  l a i d  i n  Flemish bond, c l o s e l y  matching t h e  e x i s t i n g  br ickwork.  The South and East 
e leva t ions  o f  t h i s  a d d i t i o n  are l a i d  i n  common bond. 

Front  (West) Facade 

The main facade faces F i f t h  S t r e e t  (Business Route 29), a  major commercial s t r e e t  i n  
Lynchburg. The b u i l d i n g  i s  s e t  back from t h e  sidewalk and the  f r o n t s  o f  o the r  b u i l d i n g s  
on t h e  b lock approximately twelve fee t .  This  setback together  w i t h  a  ten  f o o t  a l l e y  
between i t  and t h e  adjacent b u i l d i n g s  (which are b u i l t  i n  a  row) emphasizes i t s  unique, 
separate charac ter  as compared w i t h  i t s  l a t e r  commercial neighbors. 

Three broad stone steps l ead  t o  the  six-panel f r o n t  door which i s  recessed s l i g h t l y  from 
the b u i l d i n g  f r o n t ,  surrounded by a r c h i t r a v e  t r i m ,  and capped by a  g race fu l  semic i r cu la r  
f a n l i g h t  w i t h  arched g laz ings.  Fenest ra t ion  i n  t h e  main e l e v a t i o n  fo l l ows  the  l o c a l  
t r a d i t i o n  w i t h  equal spacing and w i t h  the  l a r g e s t  openings ( s i x  over n ine )  on t h e  main 
f l o o r  and smal ler  openings ( s i x  over s i x )  on the  second f l o o r .  Because o f  t h e  topography 
o f  the  s i t e  the  f r o n t  basement windows are p a r t l y  below grade. Large f l a t  stones l i n e  
the  shal low window we l l s ,  a l l ow ing  a i r  and l i g h t  i n t o  the  basement. Wooden bars are  s e t  
i n t o  heavy beaded frames f o r  t h e  s i x - l i g h t  sash, and a f f o r d  a  secure look.  A l l  o f  these 
windows have splayed b r i c k  l i n t e l s .  The main and second f l o o r  windows are  surrounded by 
a rch i t rave  t r i m  and have shu t te rs  he ld  open by hand-wrought i r o n  o f  the  " r a t - t a i l  and 
penny" design. A  th ree-s tep  co rbe l l ed  b r i c k  corn ice  caps t h e  f r o n t  facade. The s teep ly  
gabled roof  i s  covered i n  standing-seam t i n .  However, t races  o f  f i s h t a i l  wooden sh ing les  
found i n  t h e  eaves of t h e  a t t i c  du r ing  t h e  c u r r e n t  r e s t o r a t i o n  suggest t h e  o r i g i n a l  
cover ing was wood. 

Rear (East) Facade 

The East e l e v a t i o n  has secondary entrances f o r  each basement chamber and f o r  the  center  
h a l l .  The porch f o r  t h i s  h a l l  entrance i s  missing. On t h i s  facade o n l y  t h e  n o r t h  
chamber basement window has a  splayed b r i c k  l i n t e l ;  none o f  t h e  o the r  f e n e s t r a t i o n  conta ins  
l i n t e l .  L i k e  t h e  f r o n t ,  the  r e a r  e l e v a t i o n  i s  capped by a  c o r b e l l e d  b r i c k  corn ice .  

( See Continuation Sheet 1) 
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Nor th /South  Facades 

Large e x t e r i o r  chimneys dominate  t h e  N o r t h  and South facades.  Q u a r t e r  l i g h t s  on e i t h e r  
s i d e  o f  t h e  chimney a t  a t t i c  l e v e l  break t h e  N o r t h  facade on  Jackson S t r e e t .  I n  a d d i t i o n  
t o  t h e  q u a r t e r  l i g h t s ,  t h e  South facade has a  secondary e n t r a n c e  a t  t h e  sou theas t  c o r n e r  
o f  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  l e v e l .  The p o r c h  f o r  t h i s  e n t r a n c e  i s  m i s s i n g .  A l l  o f  t h e  secondary 
doors  r e t a i n  t h e i r  a r c h i t r a v e  t r i m .  Both  o f  t h e  chimneys a r e  capped by  c o r b e l l e d  b r i c k  
(1985 r e s t o r a t i o n )  wh ich  r e p e a t s  t h e  c o r n i c e  o f  t h e  Eas t  and West facades.  O r i g i n a l l y  t h e  
house c o n s i s t e d  o f  o n l y  t h r e e  bays on t h e  Jackson S t r e e t  s i d e .  The s o u t h e r n  two bays were 
added l a t e r ,  p r o b a b l y  1814-1816 by  James M a l l o r y ,  whose i n i t i a l s  a r e  s c r a t c h e d  i n t o  a  b r i c k  
i n  t h e  chimney b r e a s t  o f  t h e  South p a r l o r .  M a l l o r y ' s  i n i t i a l s  a r e  a l s o  branded i n t o  f r a m i n g  
o f  t h e  passage d o o r  on t h e  Eas t  facade.  

Basement 

The two rooms on e i t h e r  s i d e  o f  t h e  c e n t r a l  passage i n  t h e  basement have p l a s t e r e d  w a l l s  
and c e i l i n g s .  The f e n e s t r a t i o n  c o n s i s t s  o f  s i n g l e  6-pane windows h inged  on a  l a r g e  "H"  
h i n g e  which,  when opened, l a t c h  t o  t h e  c e i l i n g  w i t h  a  f o r g e d  hook c l o s i n g .  One o f  t h e  
windows s u r v i v e s  i n t a c t ;  o t h e r s  have been c o p i e d  f rom t h i s  model. The Eas t  exposure 
c o n t a i n s  one 6/6 window. I n  t h e  N o r t h  chimney t h e  o r i g i n a l  c o o k i n g  f i r e p l a c e  has been 
uncovered. The window and door  mo ld ings  a r e  f i n i s h e d  i n  a r c h i t r a v e  t r i m .  The newer room 
on t h e  South s i d e  o f  t h e  pas<ge a l s o  has a  l a r g e  c o o k i n g  f i r e p l a c e .  The enc losed  basement 
s t a i r  i n  t h i s  passage has been r e b u i l t  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  marks found  i n  t h e  p l a s t e r e d  w a l l s ,  
(1985 r e s t o r a t i o n ) .  

I n t e r i o r  

F i r s t  F l o o r  

The f i r s t  f l o o r  rooms a r e  f i n i s h e d  w i t h  a  s i m p l e  beaded c h a i r r a i l  w i t h  an ogee molded cap 
and beaded baseboard. The mante l  i n  t h e  N o r t h  room i s  s e t  i n t o  a  p r o j e c t i n g  chimney 
b r e a s t  w i t h  an a r c h i t r a v e  su r round  be low pane led  p i l a s t e r s  which s u p p o r t  a  w ide,  molded 
s h e l f .  The mante l  i n  t h e  s o u t h  p a r l o r  i s  m i s s i n g  and w i l l  be r e p l a c e d  b y  a  mante l  f r o m  
a  demol ished e a r l y  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  house on  Jackson S t r e e t  (1985 r e s t o r a t i o n ) .  Bo th  main 
f l o o r  f i r e p l a c e s  have c u t - s t o n e  h e a r t h s ,  l a i d  i n  sand, and s t o n e  sur rounds.  

The h a l l  r e t a i n s  i t s  o r i g i n a l  wooden c l o a k  pegs s e t  i n  a  beaded board.  The s t a i r  i s  
o r i g i n a l  w i t h  s l e n d e r ,  r e c t a n g u l a r  s p i n d l e s  and newel1 p o s t .  

Second F l o o r  and A t t i c  

The two chambers on  t h e  se3nd f l o o r  have i d e n t i c a l  man te ls  w i t h  reeded p i l a s t e r s  and 
molded s h e l f  and t h e  same c h a i r r a i l  and baseboard as t h e  main  f l o o r .  The t h i r d  f l o o r  
( a t t i c )  i s  reached b y  an enc losed  s t a i r .  The w a l l s  between t h e  passage and t h e  two 
chambers a r e  composed o f  feather -edged boards.  B a t t e n  doors  f o r  each chamber a r e  hung 
w i t h  "HL" h inges  and r e t a i n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  l e a t h e r  washers under  rosehead n a i l s .  Each 
chamber has a  t i n y  a rched  f i r e p l a c e ,  o f f - c e n t e r  i n  t h e  p l a s t e r e d  chimney b r e a s t .  

( See C o n t i n u a t i o n  Shee t  2 )  
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General 

All i n t e r io r  six-paneled doors and some box locks survive as does a quantity of f ine  ear ly  
ironwork, including hinges, l a tches ,  and f ine  r a t - t a i l ed  shu t te r  hooks. The house re ta ins  
a great  quantity of ea r ly  window glass.  

No original  outbuildings remain. Early stone walls and several large t r ee s  will be 
retained in the landscaping of the  rear  l o t .  



OMB No. 1 0 2 4 - 0 0 1 8  
Expires 1 0 - 3 1 - 8 7  

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Inventory-Nomination Form 
KENTUCKY HOTEL, LYNCHBURG, VA. 
Continuation sheet 3  Item number 8  Page 1 

composed o f  s e v e r a l  rows o f  c o r b e l l e d  b r i c k s .  The t w i n  chimneys a r e  capped w i t h  s e v e r a l  
rows o f  c o r b e l l e d  b r i c k .  

Glazed f a n  l i g h t s ,  e i t h e r  a rched  o r  segmental ,  capped t h e  doorway. Again,  t h e  Kentucky 
H o t e l  f o l l o w s  t h i s  s t a n d a r d  Lynchburg s t y l e  wh ich  was t y p i c a l  o f  b o t h  r e s i d e n t i a l  and 
commercial b u i l d i n g s .  
I n  1813, John and Mary Lynch s o l d  a  h a l f  a c r e  l o t  a t  t h e  j u n c t i o n  o f  7 t h  A l l e y  and 9 t h  
S t r e e t  t o  I s r a e l  Snead. ( 5 )  A  y e a r  l a t e r  Snead s o l d  t h e  same l o t  t o  James M a l l o r y .  ( 6 )  
M a l l o r y  r e c e i v e d  an o r d i n a r y ' s  l i c e n s e  f o r  h i s  house on Cocke ( 5 t h )  S t r e e t .  ( 7 )  M a l l o r y  
i s  b e l i e v e d  t o  have added t h e  s o u t h  two bays about  1814 ( h i s  i n i t i a l s  a r e  e t c h e d  i n t o  t h e  
chimney b r e a s t  o f  t h a t  p a r l o r  and i n  t h e  f rame o f  t h e  c e n t e r  basement d o o r ) .  

M a l l o r y  opera ted  t h e  Kentucky H o t e l  as an o r d i n a r y  u n t i l  1828 when he s o l d  i t  t o  Jacob 
Feaz le  - f o r  $3,000. A deed o f  t r u s t  d e s c r i b e s  t h e  p r o p e r t y  as " t h e  same l o t  and 
premises purchased b y  t h e  s a i d  Feaz le  o f  James M a l l o r y  and known by  t h e  name o f  t h e  
Kentucky H o t e l . "  ( 8 )  I n  1845 - t h e  house, no l o n g e r  a  h o t e l ,  was i n s u r e d  f o r  P leasan t  
P a r t i n  by t h e  Mutual  I n s u r a n c e  S o c i e t y .  ( 9 )  

I n  1856 P a r t i n  s o l d  t h e  p r o p e r t y  t o  W i l l i a m  Oy le r ,  a  p rominen t  t o b a c c o n i s t ,  ( 1 0 )  who 
b u i l t  a  f a c t o r y  on t h e  a d j a c e n t  l o t .  

I n  J u l y  1869 b o t h  p r o p e r t i e s  were o f fe red  a t  p u b l i c  a u c t i o n ,  ( 1 1 )  The house was 
purchased by  M r .  John S. Lewis.  Mrs. Lewis ,  t h e  f o r m e r  E l i z a b e t h  Dabney Langhorne, was 
"a  v e t e r a n  f i g h t e r  f o r  s o c i a l  re fo rm and t h e  a u n t  o f  Lady A s t o r  and Mrs. Char les  Dana 
Gibson." She was p a r t i c u l a r l y  n o t e d  f o r  h e r  f i g h t  f o r  Women's R i g h t s  and S u f f r a g e .  (12 )  

The b u i l d i n g  passed t h r o u g h  s e v e r a l  owners and was purchased b y  t r u s t e e s  o f  t h e  Odd 
Fe l lows  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  Lynchburg i n  1894. ( 1 3 )  The Odd F e l l o w s  became i n a c t i v e  and by  
1985 t h e  b u i l d i n g  was vacan t  and d e t e r i o r a t i n g  when purchased b y  t h e  p r e s e n t  owner. 
The former  Kentucky H o t e l  was found t o  be s u r p r i s i n g l y  a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y  i n t a c t ,  h a v i n g  
s u f f e r e d  f rom n e g l e c t  b u t  h a v i n g  undergone few changes - a  remarkab le  s u r v i v a l  f o r  a  
1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  s t r u c t u r e  t h a t  was so much a  p a r t  o f  Lynchburg ' s  e a r l y  economic and 
s o c i a l  g rowth.  

EN0 NOTES 

1. W r i t e r s  Program, Work P r o j e c t s  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  V i r g i n i a ,  A  Guide t o  t h e  O l d  
Dominion (New York, 1940) p. 267. 

2. I b i d .  

3. Campbell Co. Deed Book 8, pages 327 & 339. 

( See Continuation Sheet 4)  
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Justification 

The bounds have been drawn to include the building and 0.16 acre lot, all that remains 
of the original 0.5 acre lot deeded from John Lynch. 



8. Significance 

Period 
- prehistoric 
- 1400-1499 
- 1500-1599 
- 1600-1699 
L 1700-1799 
A 1800-1 899 
- 1900- 

Areas of S igni f icancbcheck and justify below 
- archeology-prehistoric -community planning - landscape architecture- religion 
- archeology-historic - conservation - law - science 
-agriculture -economics - literature -sculpture 
A architecture -education - military - social1 
- art -engineering - music humanitarian 

commerce - exploration/settlement - philosophy -theater 
- communications - industry - politics/government - transportation 

-invention - other (specify) 

Specific dates Late  18th-Ear l  y BuilderlArchitect Unknown 

Statement ot ~ignl iXkbnE%"&V~e paragraph) 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

I n  1816 when James M a l l o r y  rece ived h i s  o rd ina ry  l i c e n s e  f o r  t h e  Kentucky Hote l ,  Lynchburg, 
V i r g i n i a  was, according t o  Thomas Je f fe rson,  " t he  most r i s i n g  p lace i n  the  U.S ...." 
Lynchburg rece ived a l l  t h e  r i c h  produce o f  t h e  western lands o f  V i r g i n i a ,  Tennessee, and 
Kentucky. There were warehouses t o  s t o r e  thegoodsawa i t i ng  t r a n s p o r t  on t h e  James R iver  
and 16 o r d i n a r i e s  t o  house t h e  t r a v e l e r s .  The Kentucky Hote l ,  one o f  t h ree  s u r v i v i n g  
Lynchburg o rd ina r ies ,  i s  t h e  o n l y  one w i thou t  major a l t e r a t i o n s  o r  l a t e r  add i t ions .  The 
hote l  i s  a l so  a  r a r e  s u r v i v o r  o f  Lynchburg's Federa l -s ty le  a rch i tec tu re :  b r i c k  f ive-bay,  
s ing le  p i l e ,  gable r o o f ,  w i t h  t w i n  end chimneys, and an arched f a n  l i g h t  over t h e  center  
entrance. Other no tab le  examples o f  t h i s  type are  Sandusky and the  Dr. John Cabell house, 
which has been demolished. The Kentucky Hotel  i s  an impressive 19 th  century  remnant and 
cont inues as a  commercial s t r u c t u r e  l oca ted  on Lynchburg's major thoroughfare, U.S. 
business Route 29. 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

The Kentucky Hote l  i s  s i t u a t e d  on i t s  o r i g i n a l  s i t e  a t  t h e  j u n c t i o n  o f  F i f t h  and Jackson 
St ree ts  ( t he  o l d  7 t h  A l l e y  and 9 t h  S t ree t ) .  F i f t h  S t r e e t  was t h e  e a r l i e s t  road west 
e x i s t i n g  even before  Lynchburg was incorporated.  The house i s  be l ieved t o  have been 
b u i l t  by Edward T e r r e l l  before 1800. (1) T e r r e l l  i s  s a i d  t o  have l e f t  Lynchburg i n  
1803 a f t e r  which t h e  p rope r t y  was the  residence o f  "Staunton" John Lynch and h i s  w i f e  
Mary T e r r e l l .  (2 )  No f i r m  evidence o f  T e r r e l l ' s  ownership e x i s t s  a l though T e r r e l l  
cont inued t o  s e l l  t r a c t s  o f  l a n d  i n  the  area as l a t e  as 1808. (3) 

The T e r r e l l s t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  Lynches were Lynchburg's founding Quaker f a m i l i e s .  The 
Quaker tenets  o f  p r o p r i e t y ,  conservatism, and good t a s t e  are  recognizable i n  t h e  
Kentucky Hote l  and o the r  major Lynchburg houses o f  t h i s  per iod .  I n  h i s  book about 
Lynchburg a rch i tec tu re ,  Chambers c i t e s  the  s i m i l a r i t y  o f  t h e  major houses o f  t h e  e a r l y  
growth o f  t h e  c i t y  which was expanding r a p i d l y  on the  wave o f  wea l th  generated by tobacco.(4) 
Although l a r g e  and comfortable, t he re  was l i t t l e  os ten ta t i ous  d i s p l a y  o f  wealth; i n  f ac t  
t h e  b u i l d i n g s  were s i g n i f i c a n t  i n  t h e i r  conservatism and r e f i n e d  good tas te .  

Although no t  i d e n t i c a l ,  t h e r e  were so many s i m i l a r i t i e s  among these houses t h a t  they 
represent  a  unique s t y l e  t h a t  i s  recognizable i n  t h e  Kentucky Hote l ,  Sandusky, the  
Dr. John Cabell house (demolished) and numerous o thers  s t i l l  ex tan t .  

I n t e r i o r  plans were a l so  s i m i l a r ,  u s u a l l y  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  a  center  h a l l  w i t h  s t r a i g h t  s t a i r s  
and a  s i n g l e  room on e i t h e r  side. The p lan  i s  repeated on each f l o o r .  The Kentucky Hote l  
f o l l ows  t h i s  p lan.  

E x t e r i o r  d e t a i l s  o f  t h e  standard symmetrical f i ve-bay  facade i nc lude  f e n e s t r a t i o n  t h a t  
i s  evenly spaced, w i t h  second-f loor  windows t h a t  are sho r te r  than those on t h e  f i r s t  
f l o o r .  Splayed b r i c k  l i n t e l s  t o p  the  windows.0n several o f  t h e  houses t h e  corn ice  i s  

(See Continuation Sheet 3 )  
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10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property than One acre 

Quadrangle name i.vnchhlcro. Quadrangle scale : 24000 
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Verbal boundary descr ipt ion and just i f icat ion Beginning a t  a p o i n t  a t  t h e  NW corner  o f  t he  i n t e r -  
sec t i on  o f  5 t h  S t .  and Jackson S t . ;  thence extending approx. 113'  SE along the  W s i de  o f  
Jackson S t . ;  then approx. 60'SW; thence approx. 113' NW t o  a p o i n t  on t h e  S s i de  o f  5 t h  S t . ;  
then approx. 60' NE along S s i d e  o f  5 t h  St.  t o  p o i n t  o f  o r i q i n .  (See cont~nuation Sheet 5) 
List  a l l  s tates and  count ies for propert ies overlapping state or county boundaries 

state N/A code county N/A code 

state N/A code county N/A code 

1 1. Form Prepared By 

nameititie Douglas A.  & Sandra W. Crowther 

organization N / A  date October 1985 

street & number B l  enheim Farm R t .  1 telephone (8041 38 
(804) 846-7677 

3-445: 

city or town Concord State V i r a i n i a  24538 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

-national -. state X - local 

For NPS use only 
I hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register 

date --.- 

Keeper of the National Register 
/ 

Attest: date 

Chief of Registration 






