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An Open Letter to the People of Lynchburg:

Frustration and bitterness have been developing among the Negro citizens of the
City of Lynchburg, and many white citizens consider this situation to be injurious to
the good relations which have existed among the people of our community.

1t is the judgment of these citizens that the Lynchburg newspapers are contributing
to this frustration and bitterness by pursuing policies tending to increase these tensions.
To persist in these policies can only be destructive of the general morale as well as the
reputation of our community.

In the midst of this climate, the Negro citizens of Lynchburg have resisted appeals
to follow those who have caused serious disturbances of the public peace and generated
waves of lawless behavior in other communities. Negro citizens of Lynchburg, for the
most part, have admirably turned their backs on outsiders who have no genuine concern
for this community. They deserve the gratitude of the community for the quality of their
citizenship as shown in their patience and hopefulness in the face of continued frustration.

Two policies of the Lynchburg newspapers, in particular, are sources of continuing
annoyance to our Negro citizens and of embarrassment to a growing number of white
persons:

(1) the exclusion of news about Dunbar High School and the achievments
of that school's students and faculty; and

(2) the exclusion of announcements of deaths and funeral arrangements
for Negro citizens except through paid advertisements.

We earnestly feel that Negro citizens of the community deserve prompt relief from
these two policies and we urge the newspaper's management to change these policies not
only to aid in developing a healthier interracial feeling but to advance the total progress

of our community.

As we press this point, we hope that our Negro citizens will be encouraged by the
knowledge that there are many thoughtful white citizens in this community who appre-
ciate their continued willingness, in spite of repeated indignities by the newspapers,
to help promote a more wholesome climate throughout the City of Lynchburg.
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