
F o r m  IS-100 U N I T E D  STATFS OF CKTERIOR 
(July  1 flClgl NhT1ONAL S E R V I C E  

N A T I S S A L  XEGISTEF?  I LYXCRDURG 
INVENTOZY S O M I H A T I O X  FORM -F02 ~ P S  ME ONLY 

T.l";iC-Il i;i:X ,JOU!;T :IOGSE I 

I : '  
5 T K L c r  PNc' x ~ , n l r - n :  

1 

.- - .- -4 

L-~sLh_ S L u c L L e e e ~ n  Cour t  a n i  C i l u r c i ~  S t r e e u  
I t l T Y  21% tow.. I 

(TyIx '  ;ill c?ntrios corrlplctc : lpplir:r~blc seclivns) 

- 
U n a r d  i-l, ?off .  S i x t : ~  D i s t r i c t  Canzress_rr.an~ i CV-D-Ll cOUW~Y 

1 
I 

NUMUER 

c i ~ v )  
3. CLASSiF , iAT:Z<  

- 

C A T F G D J Y  I I ! (Chcck 0.1 rJ - 

i CLzy or' i.jmc?~burg 
/ S T R E E T  AND NUMEIER:  

l- r Y e s :  'FA Qn=.~rnct -- ;, dullartlg P ~ b l l c  I Publnc A s s u n r t t ~ o n :  & OF CUP IF^ 1 

j L1 

C I T Y  TOWI* .  

& --..--. - -... -7-7 

] C O a R i r l 3 b S t .  S C G I S T R T  E T C -  W; 

( Lynchbuyg Caurf c tr 91 i;i, 
8 S T R E C Y  A M 0  P4Uhl;lCR. A1 

U U ~ O C C U ~ I C ~  
13 R c 5 t r 1 c t e b  

pr e5etvo , ,nn  wo,ki ::: unres'r l t ted 

:, s t r u c t u r e  'a Private ' In 

! P..-, ,. ..chhurg 

16. XEPiiE;ENTkTION - --- Ii% EXISTLNG SURVEYS 
r C .  5 J R V I : Y .  

- I J  3 o ~ h  O u , c c r  

" 
L "  \ 6 i s t o r i c  Anzricax a u i l d i n g s  ' -  

- 7 1 ~ ~ 

Inu*r- n~ 5 u n v l ; ~ r  1 F"?i [q State County L o c o l  I :-,31 
I 7 ; ,:. 1 

~ O E 7 O S l Y O R Y  F O U  S U R V C Y  RECORDS:  14  = 
* -. 

C- J B c l n p  C o n z ~ d e r o d  

1 

Congrzss = 
~ S T ~ L Y T   AN^ N U M B E R  J .-I 5l 

- 
on p r o g r e s s  u 

1 

P R E S C W T  Y S C  ( T h c c k  0 r 1 t .  nr  Ilorr Approprinlcl  

3 A;rlculruroi C ~ ~ e r n m s n t  Potk - - 
Comments L y  Transportoruon 

C o r n r n r r c , ~ :  Indusiraal a PIIVOIO Rer~doncs  [3 Other ( s ~ c c I ! ~ )  - 
LJ' Cducarronel  J M ~ l ~ t u r y  G R a l ~ g ~ o u s  I 1 - - 1 1- tntcrlorntncnt - Museum Sclcnt t f ic  

I 

OWNEF 37 P?O.?E?TY 
; o w N c ~ ' g  u n u t  i LO! 

! 9 ' 
r CI T Y  os TOWN: C O Z L  - < i 

Llashlngton D.C. I i l l , :- 1 
" 7 ,  

D E P A R T M E N T  THE 
P A R K  

OF H I S T O R I C  P L A C E S  ( i n  c i t y )  
-

C N T R Y  S A T E  

- I 

t 

! 

' 

I . 

C O D E  


(in 


ACCESSIBLE 
OWNERSHIP 

I 

Process  

. I 

nu 

, 
I 

t 

I 


OR S T A T E :  

V i r g i n i a  

O F  C E E O S .  

House 

I Virgin:-a . 
- _ +- -

-
i 

T I T L E  

Survey Inventory 
F e d c r o l  , 

Library o f  

= !S T A T E -

I 
, 



,' 
-, ~~ .... ~~. . - ~- 
! i .  L>T.SCf?IPTION -_ ~. .. . - , .~ -- .. .- . .- -- 

(Chcrck on~) 
Excellent 

CONDITION 
GO- F o i  D1rotcd n:ovyn5 U Unexposed 1 

( ~ B r r k  OPICJ ( C h o c k  Orlei 

, 1 ; ] ~ l t ~ ~ ~ d  U n o l t c t c d  LX O c i g i n ~ l  S i m  
.- - - - -- - - -- 

l n r , r a z  P R C S C N T  A N D  O R I G I N A L  ( i l  knosun) P H Y S i C h L  A P P E A R A N C E  

( 

~ 

Located on the summit of one of Lynchburg's numerous h i l l s ,  t h e  
Lynchbiirg Court i lo~lsc occupies  a  prominent p o s i t i o n  ovcrloolcing t h e  s t c e p l y  
dcsceni(ing s t e p s  of  Plonunicnt Tcrracc.  Executed i n  s tucco-wer-br ick  on a  
g r a n i t e '  a s h l a r  basement, t h i s  f i n e  example of the Greek Revival s t y l e  is 

I 
cappcd by a  shal low dome loca ted  over  the  i n t e r s e c t i o n  of  the  r i d g e s .  A t  , 
thc  top of the  dome, is a  smal l  open b e l f r y  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  a  c i r c l e  of  smal l  
Ionic  columns suppor t ing  a  hemispher ica l  dome. 

S e t  on a g r a n i t e  a s h l a r  podium the  f r o n t  o f  the c o u r t  house 
d i s p l a y s  a  three-bay Doric p o r t i c o  which i s  echoed by a n  engaged p o r t i c o  w i t  
p i l a s t e r s  on each s i d e  and on the  r e a r .  The des ign  of  the  p o r t i c o  inc ludes  
a  t r i g l y p h i r i e z e  surmounted by a  pediment wi th  ends t h a t  te rminate  i n  pro- 
j e c t i n g  bo i r s  heads.  The pediment con ta ins  an h i s t o r i c  c lock  whose weights 
were ingenious ly  i n s t a l l e d  t o  descend w i t h i n  t h e  drums of  the  p o r t i c o ' s  two 

I I 
i n s i d e  columns. The c lock  was shipped from Boston i n  1833 and f o r  s i x t e e n  , 
years  had been used i n  t h e  f i r s t  church b u i l d i n g  of  S a i n t  P a u l ' s  Episcopal  ' 

Church i n  Lynchburg. Although the  t imepiece was r a t h e r  weather-beaten a f t e 4  
f i v e  yea r s  of exposure on a  h i l l s i d e  near  the  church,  the  c lock  was i n s t a l l e a  
on t h e  new c o u r t  house and has  now worked f o r  over  one hundred yea r s .  The 1 
hour i s  s t r u c k  by a  b r a s s  b e l l  c a s t  i n  1825 by John W .  Bank of  Ph i l ade lph ia  
Tl~e c e n t e r  bay o f  t h e  porch is widened, making the  c r o s s e t t e  a r c h i t r a v e  and 

on the  second f l v o r ,  a  t h ree -un i t  c e n t r a l  bay c o n s i s t i n g  of  a  four-over-four  

I 
the three-panel led  double door en t r ance  c l e a r l y  v i s i b l e .  Under the  p o r t i c o ;  

sash  window i s  f lanked by two recessed  panels .  This  c e n t r a l  window is 
1 f u r t h e r  bound by two s ix -ove r - s ix  sa sh  windows. i The s i d e s  of  t h e  bu i ld ing  a r e  evenly d iv ided  i n t o  f i v e  bays by , 

p i l a s t e r s  which r e s t  on the  a s h l a r  foundat ion.  I n  t h e  c e n t e r  of each s i d e  j 
wal l  the three-bay pedimented engaged p o r t i c o  p r o j e c t s  s l i g h t l y  from the  

I w a l l ' s  s u r f a c e  and,  l i k e  the  f r o n t  p o r t i c o ,  f e a t u r e s  a  three-par  t c e n t r a l  
window which hangs above a n  en t r ance  e l abora t ed  wi th  a  c r o s s e t t e  a r c h i t r a v e .  
A double f l i g h t  o f  s t a i r s  leads  up t o  the  landing  i n  f r o n t  of  each ent rance .  

I 
The two s t o r i e s  of s ix -ove r - s ix  sash  windows a long t h e  s i d e s  and back a r e  
s e t  i n t o  a s i n g l e  v e r t i c a l  r ecess  d iv ided  by a  molded panel .  

A one-bay pentagonal  a d d i t i o n  w i t h  a  f l a t  roof i s  a t t ached  t o  t h  
three-bay r e a r  of the  bu i ld ing .  Suspended a t  t h e  same l e v e l  a s  the  s tone  
b e l t  course of t h e  main mass, t h e  p r o j e c t i n g  course  of t h e  a d d i t i o n  d i v i d e s  
the ful l -basement  from the  f i r s t  f l o o r  l e v e l .  To t h e  r e a r  a  segmental 
headed door g ives  access  t o  t h e  lower f l o o r  and a  segmental headed window 
l i g h t s  t h e  second f l o o r .  Except f o r  t h i s  a d d i t i o n  the  e x t e r i o r  remains 

I i 

I e s s e n t i a l l y  i n  i t s  o r i g i n a l  form. 
The r e g u l a r i t y  and s i m p l i c i t y  of the  e x t e r i o r  tends t o  h ide  t h e  

I 
I 

complexity of the  b u i l d i n g ' s  i n t e r i o r  plan.  A t r a n s v e r s e  h a l l  connect ing I 
t h e  two s i d e  doors  of  t h e  b u i l d i n g  se rves  a s  t h e  pub l i c  entranceway. From ( 
the  r e a r  co rne r s  of t h i s  hallway two excep t iona l ly  imposing s t a i r s  w i th  I 
massive walnut h a n d r a i l s ' \  urve i n  lanquid s p i r a l s  t o  the  h a l l  on the  second / 
f l o o r .  f I 

The o ld  c o u r t  room o r i g i n a l l y  occupied the  e n t i r e  f r o n t  po r t ion  1 
I 1 

of t h e  b u i l d i n g ' s  f i r s t  f l o o r  but  t h e  symmetry of t h i s  space has  been a l t c r e q  
by the a d d i t i o n  of t h r e e  o f f i c e s  a long t h e  west  s i d e  which now occupy a  t h i r  

I of the  a r e a .  I n  t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  c o u r t  room's a i s l e  a r e  found fou r  

I 

i 
elongated c a s t  i r o n  Cor in th i an  columns which r i s e  to  t h e  c e i l i n g  provid ing  I 

I a  degree of suppor t  t o  t h e  unusual ly  wide span of t h e  c e i l i n g .  Within the  I 
L 
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7 .  - 
bo~inds of the  columns, a  l a r g e  c e i l i n g  r o s e t t e  g ives  the  d e c o r a t i v e  e f f e c t  of 
a  cal<opy. Tile jury  s tand  o r  bench i s  recessed i n t o  t h e  room's back w a l l  
where two small  doors  a t  e i t h e r  end provide en t r ance  from t h e  h a l l .  I n  f r o n t  
of the four  I o n i c  columns which f l a n k  the j u r o r s  s t a n d ,  the more r ecen t  
a d d i t i o n  of a  s t r a i g h t  s t a i r  wi th  a turned b a l u s t r a d e  leads  down t o  the  base-  
ment where the p r i s o n e r s  were kep t  t o  awa i t  t r i a l .  On the  oppos i t e  s i d e  of  
the  main h a l l ,  a  c e n t r a l  c o r r i d o r  bound by two rooms on each s i d e  l eads  t o  the 
r e a r  of the bu i ld ing .  Some of the  i n t e r i o r  a r c h i t r a v e s  i n  t h e  o f f i c e s  echo 
the  c r o s s e t t e  mot i f .  Hany of t h e  o f f i c e s  maintain t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  f i r e p l a c e  
openings. 

The p lan  of t h e  second f l o o r  is s i m i l a r  t o  the  r e v e r s e  of t h e  
f i r s t  f l o o r  arrangement.  A c e n t r a l  h a l l  which l eads  t o  the  f r o n t  from the  
l a t e r a l  landing i s  f lanked by o f f i c e s  on both  s i d e s .  To t h e  r e a r  a  door wi th  
paneled r evea l s  leads  t o  t h e  second f l o o r  c o u r t  room which i s  l i g h t e d  by f l o o r  
length windows. 

I This c o u r t  room was remodelled i n  the  e a r l y  twen t i e th  cen tu ry  
l 

and f e a t u r e s b a n d s  of  i n t e r e s t i n g  e a r l y  twent ie th  century  w a l l  covering.  
heavy paper is embossed w i t h  des igns  of  gar lands ,  f l e u r - d e - l y s ,  t o rches ,  
ualmettes  and r o s e t t e s .  



. , .  
, k 4 G N I F I C A N C E  -~ 

r;rEntoD rClvec* orar or ,!lore m9 ~ p r ~ r o p r i n i c ~  

3 Prc.Columbiani n l 6 f h  Ccnturv [:I 18th Century L7 20rh Century 

n 15th ccnturr 0 1 7 ~ h  con?ury g ]  19th c e n t u r y '  I 

S P F C I F I C  13nTLis1 (If Applicnblo n n d  Kr~rll ,nJ 1855 
r n c , , ~  O F  S I C N I F I C A N ~ E  (Check O n e  nr dlnrc n s  APpr(.priatcJ 

Abor iginol E d u c o l ~ o n  81 P o l i t i c a l  3 Urban Planning 

~ ~ ~ h ~ ~ t ~ ~ i ~  n [I R C I ~ ~ ; O , , / P ~ ; .  otho, ( S P C C I I Y )  

H i r l o r i c  l n d ~ s l ~ ~  losophv 

Agricul ,urc Invention n Science i 
a Architec,"re 

I 
L.andscop.3 Sculp~ure  1 

A r t  Archil.cture u Socmol/Human- 

0 Commerca Litcroturc ;,.,ion i 
0 Communications 0 Mil l tory  a Theater 

I 
17 Conservotmn a Musec Tranrportotlon 

1 
3 

S T A T E M E N T  O F  5 1 G N I F I C A N C E  i 

,, 
\ 

I 
Tile Lynchburg Court House s t ands  a s  a n  outs tanding  example of GreeK 

Revival pub l i c  a r c h i t e c t u r e .  B u i l t  i n  1855, i t  i s  t h e  second c o u r t  house ! 
I bu i ld ing  t o  occupy the  summit of what was known i n  the  n ine teen th  cen tu ry  a s  

Court House H i l l .  I n  1853 t h e  Chancery and Law Order Book c i t e s  t h a t  the 
bu i ld ing  committee appointed by the  Common Council  "entered i n t o  c o n t r a c t  , 

i with  Andrew E l l i s o n ,  J r . , . ( t o  b u i l d )  a new Court House." L i t t l e  i s  known 1 
of t h i s  t a l en ted  a r c h i t e c t  who i n  t h e  execut ion  of t h e  b u i l d i n g ' s  des ign  1 
toolc f u l l  advantage of  t h e  remarkable s i t e  above the  town's James River I p o r t  and used t h e  n a t u r a l  pedes t a l  t o  emphasize the s t r o n g  l i n e s  of the  i 
Greek Revival form. Constructed du r ing  a n  e r a  when a r c h i t e c t u r a l  symbolis 
was of primary importance, t h i s  excep t iona l  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  the Greek 
Revival s t y l e  quickly  became a landmark f o r  the  town of  Lynchburg. I 

Lynchburg's f i r s t  courthouse was completed only  e i g h t  yea r s  a f t e r  I 
the  town's i nco rpora t ion  i n  1805, on land which was given by John Lynch f o r  1 
t h r s  s p e c i f i c  l o c a l  necess i ty .  Lynch, who had helped t o  found the  town i n  
1786, recognized t h e  need f o r  a c o u r t  house i n  o rde r  t o  a f f i r m  t h e  l e g a l i t y  ( 
of the  town's  proceedings.  Upon completion of t h e  o r i g i n a l  two s t o r y  brick1 
c o u r t : , s t r u c t u r e ,  t h e  a r e a  was o f f i c i a l l y  annexed by t h e  town. 

I' A t  t h e  beginning of  t h e  second h a l f  of t h e  cen tu ry ,  Lynchburg 
I , exper ienced  a period of increased  economic and i n d u s t r i a l  development. The, 

I growth,of  t h e  town i s  proven by town records  which show t h a t  i t  had been 1 

augmented by s i x  annexat ions ,  and t h a t  the  town's a r e a  had a c t u a l l y  1 
Iquadrupled i n  s i z e .  I n  1851 a pub l i c  referendum was he ld  t o  dec ide  on the ! 

I q ues t ion  of  b u i l d i n g  a new courthouse,  one more capable  of  accomodating the  1 

I 
needs of t h e  enlarged c i t y .  Two yea r s  l a t e r  a b u i l d i n g  committee was 

' appoin ted  and E l l i s o n  was chosen t o  des ign  t h e  new s t r u c t u r e  on t h e  s i t e  of  , 
t h e  o ld  c o u r t  house. By 1855 t h e  work was completed by the  f i rm of H a l l e t  / 
and Mace f o r  o t o t a l  of $22,000. i 

The Court House was one of  the  f i r s t  bu i ld ings  i n  Lynchburg t o  be 1 
i l l umina ted  by modern l i g h t i n g  methods. I n  1876 gas l i g h t s  were i n s t a l l e d  
over t h e  f r o n t  door and e i g h t  yea r s  l a t e r  t h e  b u i l d i n g  became t h e  c i t y  
p ioneer  i n  t h e  use of e l e c t r i c  l i g h t s .  

I n  1892 the  o l d  pa th  which zigzagged dp t o  the  Court  House was 
replaced by s t e p s  and i n  1924 t h e  Lynchburg f i r m  of  Hurd and Chesterman I 

designed t h e  grand s t a i r  of Monument Terrace.  These g r a n i t e  s t e p s  f lanked I 

by a c a s t  s t o n e  r a i l i n g  were i n s t a l l e d  over  a per iod  of two years  by the  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  company of  D. F. Burnet te .  Dominated by a Confederat  Pfonu- 

! 
ment and forming a backdrop f o r  Charles  W. l<eckls  Dough Boy s t a t u e  a t  i t s  
base, the  s t a i r c a s e  s e r v e s  a s  a l o c a l  war memorial. As  a v i s u a l l y  i n t e g r a l /  

u n i t  .~onunfnt~ arid t h p  +n f o r m  0- 
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i m p r e s s i v e  u r b a n  f o c a l  p o i n t s  i n  V i r g i n i a .  
~ ~. A t h i r d  cour thour je  was b u i l t  i n  1955 by Lynchburg a r c h i t e c t  

J. E v e r e t t e  F a u b e r ,  Jr., t o  p r o v i d e  a d d i t i o n a l  work ing  s p a c e  and  t h e  Old 
C o u r t  House now h o u s e s  t h e  J u v e n i l e  and Domest ic  C o u r t s .  
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1 V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission 1 A ,  1972 - 
--- 
S T R E E T  A N D  N U M B E R :  0 

Room 1116 ,  N i n t h  S t r e e t  S t a t e  O f f i c e  B u i l d i n g  

As the dc s i cna t cd  S t a t e  1,laison O f f i c e r  for t he  Na- 

tronnl i l i s tor lc  P r e s c i v a t i a n  Act of 1966 (Public I.aw 

89.665). 1 h e r e b y  nominate t h l s  ilroperty for inc lusron  

i n  t he  Sn l i ona l  1:rgister ;rnd c c r l r f y  that  i t  h a s  heen 

e v n l u . i t e d  accordinl: t o  tltc cri teria and  p r o c e l r e s  set 

fo r th  liy tlie Net tona l  Park Service.  T h c  recommended 

C O D E  
'A C l T I  O R  T O n N :  

I hereby cer t i fy  that  t h i s  property is included in  the  

Nat iona l  Regis te r .  

S T A T E  

I 
i 

chief, OIfjce ol  and I I i s ror ic  P r r s e r v a l l o n  
l evc l  of x i ~ n i i ~ c a n c e  of ,Ibis n o m ~ n a t ~ o n  is: 

L o c a l  i 
Date i 
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Kceper 01 Tlrc Not ione l  RcCisCcc 
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Date cvtc 
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