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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND OHlGlNAL (IF KNOWN1 PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Federal Hill Historic District includes some one dozcn residential blocks in the 

heart of Lynchburg. Laid out in a grid plan, the area covers one of the city's seven 

hills and is separated from Lynchburg Hill, or the commercial area, by a deep valley. Two 

of Federal Hill's principal streets, Federal Street and Jackson Street dead end at a 

sharp cliff above 12th Street so that the district is rarely entered by other than local 

traffic. Most of the wide, tree-shaded streets retain early brick sidervallcs using bricks 

with distinctive patterned faces. A number of slate sidewalks and granite curbs remain 

as well. Other street furniture includes numerous iron fences in a variety of patterns. 


The district's architecture consists primarily of free-standing brick or frame 

houses in a variety of styles but of harmonious scale. Of chief architectural interest 

are several Federal-style brick houses built about the time the area was laid out. A few 

mid-19th-century houses are scattered through the neighborhood, and the rest of the lots 

are filled with complementary Latc 19th-and early 20th-century dwellings. Three important 

French Second Empire houses stand near one another on Harrison Street. The individual 

early 20th-century houses are generally undistinguished, but together they contribute to 

the visual harmony of the block facades. Yard sizes vary, and there are few vacant lots. 

In addition to the houses, the area has a public school building and a church, both 

dignified examples of Edwardian period architecture. 


Federal Hill is racially mixed and has residents of high, middle and low income 

levels. Several houses are in poor condition while others are maintained excellently. 

The general appearance of the neighborhood is good, however, and the income lcvel is 

rising as houses are restored. Except for Jackson Street and the southwest side of 

Federal Street, Federal Hill is included in the College Hill Urban Renewal Area, 

operated by the Lynchburg Redevelopment and Housing Authority which is assisting in 

upgrading the area. 
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-INVENTION Local history 


I 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
I

FederalHill is one of the most distinctivk of several early neighborhoods situated i 
on the hills surrounding the commercial area of Lynchburg. Unlike Garland Hill where the ! 

city's industrialists built their homes, Federal Hill primarily has been the residential ! 
i 

area for merchants and civic leaders. Containedwithin the district's dozen blocks is a ;
notable assemblage of free-standing dwellings in architectural styles ranging in date 
from the early 19th century through the Edwardian styles of the early 20th century. 
Most significant is the neighborhood's important collection of early Federal-style town- 
houses which includes some of the oldest and finest houses in the city. Few Piedmont cities 
of the South can boast such a distinguished grouping of Federal dwellings. ! 

iMany of Federal Hill's earliest houses were erected prior to 1819 when the neighbor- I 
hood was annexed from Campbell County. These include the Ford House. 914 Federal Street; i 
the Carrington House, 1002 Federal Street; the Otey House, 1020 Federal Street; the 
Thaddeus Ivey House, 1106 Federal Street; the Holcombe House, 917 Federal Street; the 
Poston House, 1104 Jackson Street; the Gordon House, 1023 Jackson Street; and the Crowe 
House, 1101 Jackson Street. All of these houses are brick and all exhibit the fine I 
craftsmanship, proportions, and details associated with the Federal style. The exact date 
of the Speed House at 822 Federal Street has not been determined, but architectural 
evidence indicates a date around the time of the annexation. Erected for William Wiatt 
Norvell, a distinguished civic leader, this brick dwelling possesses particular architec- 
tural refinement, with details similar to ~ynchburg's Point of Honor. , 

The so~newhat scattered distribution of Federal Hill's early houses indicates that the 
area built up slowly, and that many of the lots did not receive buildings untsnearly a 
hundred years after the streets were laid out. Thus most of the blocks have an interesting 
mixture of early , mid-, late 19th-, and early 20th-century dwellings that together form 
block facades of varied textures, materials and forms. All of the buildings are of similar 
scale and massing, however, so that visual order is maintained. 

Federal Hill's mid-19th-century houses of note include the winfree House at 1007 

Federal Street, built in 1844 for John Bell Winfree, president of ~ynchburg's first school 

board. The house is a pleasing example of central Virginia's somewhat restrained version of 

the Greek Revival style. The architecturally similar Langhorne House at 1021 Federal 

Street was erected in 1853 for Maurice Langhorne. 


The neighborhood also possesses three of the city's purest examples of the Second 

Empire Style, all dating from the late 19th century. 1020 and 1121 Harrison Street have 

the style's characteristic mansard roof, asymmetrical facade and central tower with square 

dome. 1102 Harrison Street features a mansard roof and round-arch dormers but has a 

symmetrical facade. A small but distinctive Queen Anne-style house at 1021 Harrison Street 

features a rough-face, cast-stone first floor, with shingled second floor and exposed frame 


. ~ (See Continuation Sheet #l) 
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C h r i s t i a n ,  W. Asbury. Lynchburg and Its People. Lynchburg, 1900. 
Lynchburg H i s t o r i c a l  Society.  "Federal  H i l l . "  Vol. 4, no. 4.  
Richmond, Va. V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission Archives. Fede ra l  H i l l  F i l e .  
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(See Continuat ion Sheet #6 ) ! 
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'f. SIGNIFICANCE 

gable. 


The neighborhood's major non-residential buildings are the former Frank Roane 

School designed in the very personal eclectic style of Frye and Chesterman and the 

Roinanesque Revival-style 8th Street Baptist Church (1899, E. G. Frye, architect). 


In addition to the buildings specifically mentioned, Federal Hill possesses 

numerous late 19th-century and early 20th-century frame houses, most of which have 

interesting rooflines and richly turned Eastlake porches. One of the neighborhood's 

most important late houses is a handsome Georgian Revival mansion at 1101 Federal Street. 


Additional information on-some of Federal Hill's most important early residences is 
provided in historical leaflet #4 ,  vol. IV, "Federal Hill," published by the 1.ynchburg 
Historical Society. 

7. DESCRIPTION -- Inventory (Below is an inventory of the buildings comprising the 

Federal Hill Flistoric ~iatrict) ,. 
 I 
Federal Street 


I 803: frame; 2 stories. Ca. 1860. 

/ 805: frame; 2 stories. Ca. 1890. 

,'. 809: frame; 2 stories. Ca. 1890. 

813: frame; 2 stories, Eastlake porch. Ca. 1890. 

' 815: frame; 2 stories, Eastlake proch. Ca. 1980. 

821: frame; 2 stories, Eastlake porch, English basement. Ca. 1860-90. 


1 822: (Speed House): brick; 2 stories. Federal style. Ca. 1819. 


900: 	(Former Frank Roane School): brick; 2% stories, early 20th century. 

eclectic style. 


903: frame; 2 stories, late 19th century. 


905: frame; 2% stories, early 20th century. 


911: 	frame; 2 stories. Ca. 1900. 

(See Continuation Sheet 82) 
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7. DESCRIPTION -- Inventory (continued) 

Federal  S t r e e t  (continued) 

\% 914: (Ford House): b r i ck ;  2 s t o r i e s ,  Federal  s t y l e .  Ca.  1816. 

:? 917:  (Holcombe House): b r i ck ;  2 s t o r i e s ,  Federa l  s t y l e .  Ca. 1816. 

\': 920: frame; 25 s t o r i e s ,  l a t e  1 9 t h  century.  

, $  922: frame; 2 s t o r i e s ,  l a t e  19 th  century ,  Eas t l ake  porch. 

923: Vacant l o t .  

1002: (Carr ington House): b r i c k ;  2 s t o r i e s ,  Federa l  s t y l e .  Ca. 1818. 

,'k 1004: frame; 2% s t o r i e s ,  e a r l y  20th century.  

.i' 1005: Vacant l o t .  

.i 1007: (Winfree House): b r i c k ;  2 s t o r i e s ,  Greek Revival,  1844. 

: '  1012: frame; 2% s t o r i e s ,  e a r l y  20th century.  

- 1015: frame; 2% s t o r i e s .  Ca. 1890. 

. .  1020: (Otey House): b r i ck ;  2% s t o r i e s .  Federa l  s t y l e .  Ca.  1815. 

-2 1021-1023: (Langhorne House): b r i c k ;  2 s t o r i e s ,  Greek Revival.  1853. 

;,1100: frame; 25 s t o r i e s ,  l a t e  1 9 t h  century.  


1 1 1 0 1 :  b r i ck ;  2% s t o r i e s ,  e a r l y  20th century ,  Georgian Rev-ival. 


j 1  1102: frame; 2% s t o r i e s ,  l a t e  19 th  century.  


1106: (Thaddeus Ivey House): b r i ck ;  2 s t o r i e s ,  Federa l  s t y l e .  Ca. 1816. 

q:\ 1108: frame; 2% s t o r i e s ,  e a r l y  20th century ,  Doric porch. 

?( 1115: frame; 2% s t o r i e s ,  l a t e  1 9 t h  century ,  Queen Anne s t y l e ,  E n s t l a k e  porch. 

8 frame; 2 s t o r i e s ,  l a t e  1 9 t h  century ,  modified I t a l i a n a t e .  

(See Continuat ion Sheet #3) 
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7. DESCRIPTION -- Inventory (continued) 


Harrison S t r e e t  


j;b 900: s tucco;  2 s t o r i e s ,  l a t e  1 9 t h / e a r l y  20th century .  

$3: 904: Vacant l o t .  

44 906: frame; 2 s t o r i e s ,  l a t e  1 9 t h  century .  

?< 910: frame; 2 s t o r i e s ,  l a t e  1 9 t h  century.  

..I 914: frame; 2 s t o r i e s ,  l a t e  1 9 t h  century.  

1915: frame, 2 s t o r i e s ,  l a t e  1 9 t h  century.  

:%916: frame, 2 s t o r i e s ,  l a t e  1 9 t h  century.  

VI 922: frame, 2 s t o r i e s ,  late 1 9 t h  century .  

tlp923: frame; 2 s t o r i e s ,  l a t e  19 th  century .  

.I8 1000: frame; 2 s t o r i e s ,  sawn work r a i l i n g .  

1004: frame; 2 s t o r i e s ,  sawn. work r a i l i n g .  

u 3 0 0 8 :  b r i ck ;  2 s t o r i e s ;  e a r l y  1 9 t h  century ,  Federa l  s t y l e .  

[ a '  1001-1013: Five 2-story frame houses; ca .  1900. Eas t l ake  porches on 1001-1005. 

1014: b r i ck ;  2 s t o r i e s  wi th  tower, l a t e  19 th  century ,  Queen Anne s t y l e .  

, 1020: b r i ck ;  1%s t o r i e s  wi th  tower, l a t e  1 9 t h  century ,  French 2nd Empire s t y l e .  

2 frame; 2 s t o r i e s ,  cas t -s tone ,  Queen Anne s t y l e .  Ca. 1900. 

i: 1023: b r i ck ;  2 s t o r i e s ,  l a t e  19 th  century.  

0 1 :  frame; 2 s t o r i e s ,  mid-19th century ,  modified Greek Revival .  

, . 
' ' . ,1102: b r i ck ;  2% s t o r i e s ,  l a t e  1 9 t h  century ,  French 2nd Empire sty1.e. 


" 1108: Vacant l o t  f ron ted  by c s s t - i r o n  fence.  


" 1105-1115: Three 2-story frame houses;  l a t e  19 th  century .  


- 5  1 :  frame; 25 s t o r i e s .  Ca. 1900. (See Continuat ion Sheet  114)
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7. DESCRIPTION -- Inventory (continued) 

Harrison Street (continued) 


, 1 : Vacant lot. 


I 

l1121: brick; 1% stories with tower, late 19th century; French 2nd Empire style. 


Jackson Street 


5" 900: cinder block; 1 story, Commercial vernacular. Ca. 1950. 


i?901: (Church): brick; 2 stories, early 20th century; Neo-Classical Revival. 


42 902: Vacant lot. 


sCl 903: Vacant lot. 


' 0  909: frame; 1% stories, early 19th century. 


( ( 1  910: (Stable): frame; 1 story, late 19th century. 
i 

kw 911: frame; 2 stories, mid-19th century, Federal style. I 

b5  912: Vacant lot. 
~ l l 	 1 --+EASEMENT. ,  

kj' 1001: frame; 1 story, mid-19th century. 


b b  1005: Vacant lot. 


b 7  1009: frame; 2 stories, Eastlake porch. Ca. 1900. 


. 1011: frame; 2% stories, mid-19th century, sawn-work porch.-+ EASEMEb!T 

64 1013: frame; 2% stories late 19th century, i 
I 

' l o  101.4: frame; 2 stories, late 19th century. ! 

1 1  1015: frame; 2% stories, late 19th century. Iframe: 2 stories, late 19th century, modified Italianatc. 


1023: o or don' House) : brick; 2$stories, Federal style. Ca. 1815.-> EASEMEIJf 


7 	 0 :  frame; 2 stories, late 19th century, modified Italianate. 

(See Continuation Sheet #5) I 
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7. DESCRIPTION -- Inventory (continued) 

Jackson S t r e e t  (continued) 

1 4 1101: (Crowe House): b r i ck ;  2  s t o r i e s ,  Federal  s t y l e  wi th  b r i c k  ou tbu i ld ing .  Ca. 1817. 

1 b  1104: (Poston House): b r i ck ;  1%s t o r i e s .  Ca. 1815. 

1'
 1105: frame; 2 s t o r i e s .  Ca. 1890. 

0 

l o 1106: frame; 2 s t o r i e s ,  Colonia l  Revival.  Ca. 1900. 


4 1107: frame; 2  s t o r i e s ,  I t a l i a n a t e .  Ca. 1870-90. 


1 :  frame; 2  s t o r i e s .  Ca. 1890. 

. 1110-12: frame; 2  s t o r i e s ,  double house. Ca. 1890. 

1114: frame; 2  s t o r i e s .  Ca. 1890. 

. 1115: frame; 2  s t o r i e s ,  Modified I t a l i a n a t e .  Ca. 1860-90. 

Tenth S t r e e t  

'>' 810: b r i c k ;  1 s t o r y ,  mid- t o  l a t e  1 9 t h  century.  

Eleventh S t r e e t  

* 2
' 908: frame; 2% s t o r i e s .  Ca. 1890. 

.v 912: frame; 2!5 s t o r i e s .  Ca. 1890. 

1''
 913: frame; 2% s t o r i e s .  Ca. 1890. 

?- 915: 	 frame; 2% s t o r i e s .  Ca. 1890. 

-Eighth S t r e e t  

rC1 
700: b r i c k  coinmercial s t r u c t u r e  with ca.  1940 stuccoed facade  and g l a s s  block. Ca. 1880. 

q C  702: 	 b r i c k  commercial s t r u c t u r e  wi th  o r i g i n a l  s t o r e f r o n t  wi th  polygonal  bay shop 
windows. Ca. 1900. 

t!'801: 	 (8 th  S t r e e t  B a p t i s t  Church): 2-story,  Romanesque Revival b r i c k  church w i t h  buff -  
colored b r i c k  veneer ,  s t a ined-g las s  windows and s t y l i z e d  f l y i n g  b u t t r e s s e s .  E. G. 
Frye, a r c h i t e c t .  1899. 

(See c o n t i n u a t i o n  Sheet  8 6 )  
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7. Descr ip t ion  .- Inventory  (continued) i 
Eighth S t r e e t  (continued) 

~1'1 806: b r i c k ;  1%s t o r i e s .  Ca. 1930. 

(/'}I 810: frame; 2 s t o r i e s ,  ve rnacu la r  Queen Anne. Ca. 1910. I 
10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

VERB.4L BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

Beginning a t  a po in t  1300' S of US Route 29, 3200' E of James R i v e r ,  1300'  SW of i n t e r - 

s e c t i o n  of Main S t r e e t  and s a i d  rou te ;  thence extending 200' SSE along W s i d e  Har r i son  
 I 
S t r e e t ;  thence extending 300' ESE along S s i d e  Eas t  Harr i son  S t r e e t  t o  r e a r  p rope r ty  I 
l i n e s  of Harr ison S t r e e t ;  thence  extending 1100' SSE along r e a r  p r o p e r t y  l i n e s  of  t h e  I 
900, 1000, and 1100 blocks of Harr ison t o  N s i d e  of 12 th  S t r e e t ;  thence  extending  1050' I
SSW along s a i d  s i d e  of s a i d  s t r e e t ;  thence extending 500' NNW fo l lowing  r e a r  p r o p e r t y  I 
l i n e s  of t h e  1000 b lock  of Polk S t r e e t ;  thence extending about 75 '  ENE; thence ex tend ing  I 

! 
approximately 150' NNW; thence  extending 75' ENE; thence  ex tend ing  about  450' NM< i 

cross ing  10 th  S t r e e t  t o  S s i d e  of 9 th  S t r e e t ;  thence  extending 200' ME a long s a i d  s i d e  I 

of s a i d  s t r e e t  c ros s ing  Jackson S t r e e t  t o  t h e  r e a r  proper ty  l i n e s  of t h e  800 b lock  of 1' Federa l  S t r e e t ;  thence  extending 375' NNW t o  S s i d e  8 t h  S t r e e t ;  thence  extending  100'  NNE 
along s a i d  s i d e  of s a i d  s t r e e t ;  thence extending 200' NNW t o  r e a r  p rope r ty  l i n e  of 801 
8 t h  S t r e e t ;  thence extending 100'NNE to'^ s i d e  of Fede ra l  S t r e e t ;  thence  extending  2001SSE 
along s a i d  s i d e  of s a i d  s t r e e t  t o  S s i d e  of 8 t h  S t r e e t ;  t h e n c e  con t inu ing  a long s a i d  
s i d e  of s a i d  s t r e e t  300'NNE t o  700 Harr ison S t r e e t  and poi* of  o r i g i n .  I 
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