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U E S C R i ' i F  l i 4 L  P i : r l i l ~ l l r  A N D  O R I G I N A L  ( i f  L~~YIYII, I ' I t Y S I C A L .  & P l ' E h l l l l N C C  

The South  R i v e r  F r i e n d s  Meet ing Ilouse s t a n d s  on t h e  open s u m l i t  o f  a  1i.il.l 
o n  t h e  s o u t l l c r n  edge o f  Lynchburg,  f a c i n g  i t s  b u r y i n g  ground and f l a n k e d  by 
t h e  Q ~ ~ a l c e r  Memorial P r e s b y t e r i a n  Church,  whose c o n g r e g a t i o n  
house .  Completed i n  1798,  i t  i s  a  r u b b l e  s t o n e  s t r u c t u r e ,  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  
30  by 51 f e e t ,  w i t h  w a l l s  1 6  i n c h e s  t h i c k ,  and 1 2  f e e t  h i g h .  Three  l a r g e  
windows w i t h  modern s i x - o v e r - s i x  s a s h  and two doorways p i e r c e  t h e  s o u t h  
f a c a d e .  There  a r e  f i v e  bays  o f  windows a l o n g  thc! r e a r  ( n o r t h ) ,  and a n o t h e r  
doorway e x i s t s  i n  t h e  two-bay e a s t  g a b l e .  

The b u i l d i n g  f e l l  i n t o  decay  when t h e  Qualiers l e f t  Lynchburg i n  t h e  1840s  
a i ~ d  abandoned t h e  m e e t i n g  house .  The roof  and i n t e r i o r  were  l o s t ;  a  C i v i l  
War pho tograph  shu,.iz a  t r c c  growing i n s i d e  t h e  w a l l s .  I n  t h e  e a r l y  twen- 
t i e t h  c e n t u r y  a  P r e s b y t e r i a n  g roup  r e n o v a t e d  t l ie  b u i l d i n g  and h e l d  s e r v i c e s  
I The p r e s e n t  r o o f  s t r u c t u r e ,  a s  r r e l l  a s  t h e  shaped :;hingles on t h e  
g a b l e s ,  t h e  shaped  s l a t e s  on t h e  r o o f ,  t h e  d o o r s ,  and o t h e r  t r i n ,  d a t e s  froin 
t h a t  r e n o v a t i o n .  Fur the . r  r e s t o r a t i o n  rias under ta l ren  by t h e  C i t y  of  Lynchbur: 
i n  t l ie  l a t e  1960s.  New p a r t i t i o n s  t o  s e p a r a t e  men from \$omen i n  t h e  Quaker 
manger and new benches  rvcre i n s r a l l e d ,  and a d d i t i o n a l  work i s  p lanned .  

Tile g r a v e y a r d  i s  n o t e ~ ~ o r t l i y  i n  i t s e l f ,  hav ing  a  Cine  ~ o l l e c t i n n  of  m o r t u a r y  
a r t .  The e a r l i e s t  markers  a r e  F r i e n d s '  s t o n c z  of  t h e  c a r l y  n i n c t r r n t h  
cen tu ry - . - c rude ly  shaped n a t i v e  s t o n e ,  e i t l i e r  b l a n k  o r  w i t h  i n i t i a l s  and a 
d a t e ,  many adheri .ng t o  t h e  Quaker s t a n d a r d  r e . s t r i c t i ~ n g  such ~ n a r h e r s  t o  
h e i g h t s  o f  6  i n c h e s  o r  l e s s .  A few, howcvcr, a r e  l a r g e r ,  p r o f c s s L o n a l l y  
c a r v e d  iuonumcnt-s i n  c h a r a c t e r r i s t i c .  "Craves tone"  s h a p e s ,  b u t  even i:iany o f  
t h e s e  a d h e r e  t o  t i le  p r a c t i c r  of hav ing  o n l y  i n i t i a l s .  The "A.P/18Clii" s t o n e  
i s  a n  examplc. There i s  so:iie rviclcnci. t h a t  t l le  cemete ry  c o n t i n u e d  t o  b e  
t~se r l  fo l lo rv ing  t h e  Qualcers '  d e p a r t u r e .  O u t s i d e  t h e  s t o n e  w a l l  s u r r o u n d i n g  
most  o f  t h e  g r a v e y a r d  i s  t l le  t h i n ,  cruciform, homemade s l a t e  s t o n e  o f  t h e  
i n f a n t  James H. Vj.ar, d a t e d  1892. Sor:~e i n t e r e s t i n g  s u r v i . v a l s  0: 17ic tor i .an  
cc inetery  a r t .  a r e  p r e s c n t  i n  t h e  t..ientiei:h-cerittlry p r e s b y t e r i a n  p o r t i o n  o f  
t h e  cemete ry ,  i n c l u d i n ~  two marb le  rnzrkers e r e c t e d  o v e r  t h e  g r a v e s  o f  membe 
of t h e  i?ood:nen of  t h e  World, one i n  t h e  form o f  ail u p r i g h t  l o g ,  t h e  o t l i e s  
r e sembl ing  a  s t a c k  o f  corcl~aoocl. Thcse d a t e  froin t h e  1920s .  
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?'he South  Ri.ver F r i e n d s  I,!eeting House, coinnionly knoi,, ,  a s  t h e  Quaker I*ieeting 
llouae, i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  f o r  i t s  i n t i m a t e  c o n n e c t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  o f  
Campbell County and t h e  found ing  o f  1,ynchburg. T l io~gh  much r e s t o r e d ,  i t  is 

LO a  good example of t h e  s t a n d a r d  Quaker  n iee t ing house  t y p e  and i s  an u n u s u a l  

z s u r v i ~ v a l  i n  t h i s  a r e a  02 V i r g i n i a .  

The S o c i e t y  of  F r i e n d s ,  o r  Quakers ,  had appeared  i n  V i r g i n i a  soon  a f t e r  t h e  
s e c t ' s  found ing  i n  t h e  r i d - s e v e n t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  and a  h a a d f u l  o f  F r i e n d s  
were  t l ie  t h i r d  g r o u p  o f  s e t t l e r s  t o  come t o  Carnpbell County i n  t h e  mid- 
e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  Axion: t h e s e  e a r l y  immigrants  r z a  t h e  i e m i . 1 ~  o f  C h a r l e s  
I.yiich, whose w i f e  S a r a h  '<as a  Quaker .  A f t e r  h e r  h u s b a n d ' s  d e a t h  s11c i n v i t e  
t h e  F r i e n d s  t o  h o l d  i n f o r 2 2 1  m e e t i n g s  i n  h e r  house ,  and i n  1754 perr.!i:;sion 
was o b t a i n e d  from t h e  S o c i e t y  t o  form an o r g a n i z e d  " i ~ c e t i n g " ,  o r  congrc&;a- 
t i o n ,  t o  be  c a l l e d  t h e  S c u t h  R i v e r  > i e e t i n g  a f t e r  i t s  1ocat i .on  bel.o\g t h e  
Jamcs I t i v e r .  A m e e t i n 2  ;iousi., t r a d i t i o n a l l y  b e l i e v e d .  t o  have bcen b u i l t  of  
l o g ,  was e r e c t e d  n c a r  i h e  s i t e  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  one  i n  1717,  b u t  i t  burned i n  
1768 and was r e p l a c e d  by a  fr;<ioe builrIi~..g l o c a t c d  on t h e  saiie s p o t  a s  t h e  
p r e s e n t  b u i l d i n g ,  

The p r e s e n t  m e e t i n g  liouse was planned i n  1791. I t s  c o r n e r s t o n e  ( s t o l i ? n  
d u r i n g  t h c  n i n e t e e n t h - c e r t u r y  pcriocl of abanc\om?.€!n'i) v a s  l a i d  i n  1792, b u t  
f i i ~ a n c i a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  prev?ntccl t h e  compli- t ion o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  u n t i l  17'18. 
The, prei1~~m:inance i n  nurnhers and precedence i n  se t t l c -en ; :  o f  l i r i ends  i n  t h c ?  
v i c i n i t y  rua:; s u c h  t h a t  this was t h e  o n l y  r e l i g i o u s  c d i . f i c e  i n  t l ie  J.yrichburg 
a r e a  ( e x c e p t  f o r  a n  A n g l i c a n  church  b u i l t  i n  1765 an(! abandoned a  decade  
l a t e r )  u n t i l  1806.  

TI><: nera mcctling house  :?es l o c a t e d  on a  t e n - a c r e  t r a c t  g i v e n  by S a r a h  
s o n ,  John,  a  p r o s p e r v u s  b i . s i u c s s m m  r h o ,  i n  1786 ,  had obt ; i ined a  r b i ~ r t e i  
t l -e  c i t y  o f  I.yncliburg, t o  be  b u i l t  a t  t h e  s i t e  o f  h i s  f e r r y  a c r o s s  tllc, 
R i - \ i c , r ,  That  t e n  n c r c s ,  in t ; lc . t  s a v e  f o r  a s n n l l  p o r t i o n  take11 Ly a l i i ~ l l w a y ,  
compr i ses  t h e  present holdi r ig  of  t h e  Quaker  l ie ;nor ia l  I ' r e s b y t e r i a n  Church. 

L i k e  Quakors t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  IJni tcd  S t a t e s ,  t i le  Lynchburg Qual<crs began i n  
t h e  l a t c  e i g h t e e n t l i  cen t>ury  t o  f r e e  themsc~lves  01 t h e  t a i r i t  o f  s l a v e r y ,  and 
by 1798 no s l a v e s  were o:.;ned by any rnin~ber o f  t h e  Soutl! R i v e r  biontlily 
T,.icct:ing. T h i s  a c t i o n  a r o u s c d  t h c  a n i n o s i t . ~  of  o t h c r  a r e a  r c s i d c n t s ,  b u t  it 
was r c s t r a i n c d  u n t i l  1835 when an agreewent  by l o c s l  merchan t s  n o t  t o  t r a d e  
wit11 " o u t s i d e  a g i t a t : o r s l '  :;as r e a d  by Quakers a s  an  ob l i r jue  warni.ng t o  them- 
sc lve ,? .  The t r i c k l e  o f  xT.ol,ement by t l ie  Qualiers t o  t h e  r:ei;t, he[;un i n  1813 
wz th  t h e  emi : ; r a t lo~ i  o f  a  s i . ~ a l l  ::roup t o  Ohiox_bec,v:!e a  f l o o d ,  mild~aa i71ass 1 L~ 

( s e e  c o n t i n u a t i o n  s l l ee t  # 2 )  
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exodus of  1835-37 (most ly  t o  Ohio)  l e f t  Lynchburg v i r t u a l l y  eilipty o f  t h e  
denominat ion.  Meet ings  f o r  worship  ended i n  1839,  a l t h o u g h  t h e  k e e p i n g  of 
v i t a l  r e c o r d s  was c o n t i n u e d  u n t i l  t h e  o f f i c i a l  " l a y i n g  dorm", o r  d isbandment ,  
o f  t h e  Pleeting i n  1858. I t s  p e r i o d  of  n e g l e c t  l a s t e d  f o r  o v e r  f o r t y  y e a r s  
and was e x a c e r b a t e d  by t h e  G a t t l e  of  Lynchburg f o u g h t  around i t  o n  June  18 ,  
1863. A P r e s b y t e r i a n  Sunday School  was founded o n  t h e  grounds  i n  1097,  and 
t h e  by- then  r u i n o u s  m e e t i n g  house  was r e s t o r e d  i n  t h e  f i r s t  decade o f  t h e  
t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y .  

The South  R i v e r  N e e t i n s  House i s  o f  a  t y p e  a lmos t  u n i v e r s a l  f o r  r u r a l  F r i e n d s  
rr~retin:: houses  i n  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  and n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r i e s - - a  o n c - s t o r y  sirruc- 
till-e b u i l t  t o  have  s e p a r a t e  En t rances  and s e p a r a t e  compartmdnts f o r  I~ I -n  and 
b:o:>en, a  r a i s e d  p l a t f o r m  f a c i n g  t h e  g roup  f o r  t h e  u s e  of  n i n i . s t e r s  and e l d e r s  
of t h e  m e e t i n g ,  and a  movable p a r t i t i o n  between t h e  two s e c t i o n s  t o  a l l o w  a l l  
t h o s e  a t t e n d i n g  t o  h e a r  i m p o r t a n t  v i s i t i n g  s p e a k e r s .  The b u i l d i n g ' s  s i g n i f i -  
cnncz i s  enhanced by t h e  p r c s c n c e  of  i t s  a d j a c e n t  b u r y i n g  ground r"illicli, i n  i t 5  

v a r y i n g  a d l ~ e r e n c e  t o  Quaker  s t a n d a r d s  f o r  g r a v e  m a r k i n g s ,  p r e s e n t s  a  more 
hunan p i c t u r e  o f  F r i e n d s  l i f e  t h a n  do t h e i r  i d e a l s  of conduc t  t a k e n  i n  tllem- 
s e l v e s .  Bur ied  t h e r e  a r e  S a r a h  Lynch ( i n  an  um?,arked g r a v e )  anrl h e r  son  John,  
Che rounder  o f  t h e  c i . ty ,  x,?-hoss r e s t i n g  p l a c e  i s  marlced by a  p l a i n  Quaker s t o n e  
and a  modern p laque .  

G P O  9 2 1 . 7 2 4  i 
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t ions l  l l i s l o r i c  Prr.;rrv;ition A r t  of 1966 ( P u b l i c  i.aw 

89~665) .  1 liereby nominate t h i s  property f o r  i n c l u i i o ; ~  

in  tire K e t ~ o n a l  Rogi:;trr a n d  cer t i fy  tll:>t i t  i ias  brrn 

c.v:ilci:<tr.il acc:ordini: t o  t hc  c - i twin  and p ro rc r i i i e s  s e t  

forth by the  Notiomtl l'ark Srrvlc:c. The recomo.er;:iail 

l eve l  of ~ i ~ ; ~ i f i c ; ~ n c e  of thi:: nonnnatlan i s :  

Nat iona l  [ ~ 1  Stci te FC;1: L.ocn1 C! 

I heiclly ce i t i€g  that tliis pruyeity i-, i r~r l i id r r l  i n  thc  

N-tional Reg i s t e r .  
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