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DESCRIBETHE PRESENT A N D  ORIGINAL ( IF  K N O W N )  PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Anne Spencer House a t  1313 P ie rce  S t r e e t  i s  a  medium-sized, modified Queen 
Anne-style dwell ing loca ted  i n  a  block of dwell ings of s i m i l a r  s i z e  and age. S e t  
on a  r e l a t i v e l y  narrow l o t  with l i t t l e  space between i t  and t h e  ad jacent  bu i ld ings ,  
tAe house blends wi th  i t s  neighbors and makes no s p e c i a l  v i s u a l  o r  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  
s tatement .  It i s  a  comfortable,  commodious s t r u c t u r e ,  well  maintained,  and i n  a  
good s t a t e  of p re se rva t ion .  I t  has remained v i r t u a l l y  unchanged, i n s i d e  and o u t ,  
s ince  i t  was occupied by Mrs. Spencer. 

The house's e x t e r i o r  wa l l s  a r e  sheathed i n  s h i n g l e s  which vary i n  length  from course 
to  course. The roof i s  o f  standing-seam s h e e t  meta l .  Typical of i t s  i l k ,  the house 
has an i r r e g u l a r  p l a n ,  hence an i r r e g u l a r  facade .  The two-bay facade i s  dominated 
by a  s l i g h t l y  p r o j e c t i n g  gabled pavi l ion .  The entrance,a round-headed door, i s  i n  t h e  
s i n g l e  bay t o  t h e  l e f t  of t h e  pavi l ion .  The f i r s t  f l o o r  of  the facade i s  shaded by 
a  porch, supported on square wooden p o s t s ,  extending the  l eng th  of t h e  facade and 
around t h e  sou theas t  corner .  The porch connects  a t  the  n o r t h e a s t  corner  wi th  a  one- 
s t o r y  pergola which extends along the  house 's  n o r t h  s i d e  t o  t h e  d in ing  room p r o j e c t i o n .  
The concre te  porch and pergola f l o o r  i s  given d i s t i n c t i o n  by being scored i n  squares 
wi th  the  squares  .painted a l t e r n a t e l y  b lack  and l i g h t  gray.forming a  checkered 

p a t t e r n .  Except f o r  t h e  gabled pav i l ion  t h e  house is  covered by a  hipped roof .  A 
s i n g l e  dormer is loca ted  on the r e a r  s lope .  An i n t e r i o r  end chimney s t a c k  se rv ing  
the f i r e p l a c e s  i n  the  .par lor  and d in ing  room extends from the  edge of t h e  r o o f ' s  
n o r t h  s lope .  

The s i d e  e l e v a t i o n s  o f  the  Spencer house have few d i s t i n c t i v e  f e a t u r e s  except f o r  
the  pergola.  The west o r  r e a r  e l e v a t i o n  i s  dominated by a  r ec t angu la r  p ro jec t ion  
conta in ing  an informal  s i t t i n g  room o r  sun room on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  and a  s l eep ing  
porch above. The sun room i s  l i g h t e d  by f i v e  c l o s e l y  spaced windows t h a t  a r e  shaded 
by a  metal  awning wi th  sca l loped  eaves. The s l e e p i n g  porch has a  long, three-uni t  
rrindow. An e x t e r i o r  s t a i r  ascends from a  door i n  t h e  south  s i d e  of  t h e  sun room. 

The i n t e r i o r  of the  house i s  a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y  unpre tent ious ;  what l i t t l e  t r i m  t h e r e  
i s  i s  p r imar i ly  s t o c k  woodwork of the  p e r i o d ,  such a s  symmetrically molded a rch i -  
t r aves  with turned corner  blocks. The house i s  entered  through t h e  s t a i r  h a l l .  
The s t a i r s  ascend immediately t o  t h e  l e f t  of  t h e  f r o n t  door ( i n  t h e  southeas t  corner  
of t h e  house).  Behind t h e  s t a i r  h a l l  i s  a n  alcove used p r imar i ly  f o r  t h e  s to rage  
of books. The n o r t h  s i d e  of t h e  house c o n t a i n s  t h e  p a r l o r ,  d in ing  room and sun room. 
A 1 1  t h e  rooms a r e  connected by wide, double doorways. The k i t chen  i s  loca ted  i n  t h e  
southwest co rne r .  A back s t a i r  ascends from t h e  sun room, between t h e  k i t chen  and 
d in ing  room. The second f l o o r  has four  bedrooms ( inc luding  t h e  s l e e p i n g  porch), a  
bath,  and laundry. The a t t i c  was once a  l a r g e  playroom but  i s  now used f o r  s to rage .  

The 'primary i n t e r e s t  of t h e  i n t e r i o r  is  n o t  i t s  a r c h i t e c t u r e  but  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i t  
conta ins  a l l  t h e  decora t ions ,  fu rn i sh ings ,  and o t h e r  appointments p r e c i s e l y  as  they 
were i n  Mrs. Spencer ' s  l i f e t i m e .  Most of  the  items a r e  of pre-World War I1 v in tage ,  
a  few of t h e  f u r n i s h i n g s  a r e  Vic to r i an .  The i n t e r e s t  Mrs. Spencer took i n  her  
possessions and immediate surroundings i s  r e f l e c t e d  i n  numerous mementoes and items 
of personal  o r  s en t imen ta l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  s c a t t e r e d  about t h e  house. The r a t h e r  

crowded rooms wi th  t h e i r  c o l o r f u l  appointments have a  comfortable d i g n i t y  combined 
with a  n o s t a l g i c  hominess. (See c o n t i n u a t i o n  Sheet i i l )  
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DESCRIPTION 

The area immediately behind t h e  house was once occupied by a  garage. The bu i ld ing  has 
s ince  been demolished but  i t s  concre te  f loo r ing  remains i n t a c t .  A l a t t i c e  fence 
sepa ra t e s  the  garage a r e a  from the  garden proper. A t  t h e  e a s t  end of the  garden i s  
the  smal l ,  one-room, sh ingled  c o t t a g e  used by Mrs. Spencer a s  her  study. The f r o n t  
of the  co t t age  i s  s h e l t e r e d  by a  porch supported on turned pos ts  salvaged from 
another house. A s t o n e  chimney with an e x t e r i o r  f i r e p l a c e  is on the f r o n t  of t h e  
co t t age .  The c o t t a g e  i n t e r i o r  has a  s tone  f l o o r  and wa l l s  sheathed i n  n a t u r a l - f i n i s h e d  
~ L > T J o o ~ .  The wa l l s  a r e  v i r t u a l l y  covered with documents and photographs of Mrs. 
Spencer 's  f r i e n d s ,  fami ly  and a s soc ia t e s .  A s imple desk is p laced  i n  f r o n t  of t h e  
p a i r  of windows over looking  t h e  garden. 

The long, narrow garden,  which extends through t h e  block t o  t h e  s t r e e t  behind, was 
l a i d  o u t  and tended by M r s .  Spencer. While i t  has been neglec ted  s i n c e  her  dea th  
enough of the  garden 's  b a s i c  p l an t ing  remains t o  convey an idea  of i t s  r a t h e r  i nd iv id -  
ual cha rac te r .  The p l a n  inc ludes  two p a r a l l e l  graveled  p a t h s  wi th  beds on e i t h e r  
s i d e .  The southernmost l e a d s  s t r a i g h t  through t h e  garden t o  t h e  r e a r  s t r e e t .  The 
northernmost l eads  t o  a  c i r c u l a r  g o l d f i s h  pond. Surrounding t h e  pond i s  a  r e l a t i v e l y  
wide concre te  r i m  i n  which a r e  s e t  l a r g e  square paving s tones .  Behind t h e  pond i s  a  
segmental concre te .bench where Mrs. Spencer used t o  converse wi th  her  gues ts .  The 
garden ' s  t r e e s  a r e  p r i m a r i l y  dogwoods and red cedars ,  r a t h e r  formal ly  spaced. Also 
i n  t h e  garden i s  one of  t h e  many e l abora t e  birdhouses b u i l t  by M r .  Spencer as  a  hobby. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

During h e r  long  and p r o d u c t i v e  l i f e  Anne Spencer  (1881-1975) was r e c o g n i z e d  by h e r  
f r i e n d s  and a s s o c i a t e s  a s  a  l y r i c  p o e t  of  c o n s i d e r a b l e  t a l e n t .  S i n c e  h e r  r e c e n t  
d e a t h ,  however, h e r  fame, n o t  o n l y  a s  a  g i f t e d  w r i t e r ,  b u t  a s  a  c u l t u r a l  l e a d e r  and 
h u m a n i t a r i a n ,  has  been i n c r e a s i n g  o n  a  na t ion-wide  s c a l e .  Being b o t h  a  Kegro and a  
woman, h e r  e a r l y  achievement  of  r e c o g n i t i o n  from h e r  i n t e l l e c t u a l  p e e r s  i ias a  r e -  
m a r k a b l e  f e a t .  Through q u i e t  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  and d e d i c a t i o n  t o  h e r  c r a f t  and c a u s e s  
s h e  g a i n e d  r e s p e c t  f o r  h e r s e l f  b o t h  a s  a n  i n d i v i d u a l  and a s  a  g i f t e d  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  
o f  h e r  r a c e  and sex .  

Anne Spencer  open ly  ex .pressed h e r  i n t o l e r a n c e  f o r  b i g o t r y  and o p p r e s s i o n  o f  b l a c k s  
and women, b u t  s h e  r a r e l y  u s e d  h e r  p o e t i c a l  works a s  a  v e h i c l e  f o r  s o c i a l  p r o t e s t .  
R a t h e r ,  h e r  poems d w e l l  m a i n l y  o n  t h e  more u n i v e r s a l  themes o f  l o v e  and r e s p e c t  f o r  
b e a u t y ,  t r u t h ,  n a t u r e ,  and t h e  human s p i r i t .  Because s h e  w r o t e  f o r  p e r s o n a l  en- 
l i g h t e n m e n t  r a t h e r  t h a n  mone ta ry  g a i n  o n l y  a  few o f  h e r  works t h u s  f a r  have been 
p u b l i s h e d .  It was a t  t h e  i n s i s t e n c e  o f  h e r  f r i e n d  and f e l l o w  p o e t ,  James Weldon 
Johnson,  t h a t  s e v e r a l  o f  h e r  poems i n c l u d i n g  " A t  t h e  C a r n i v a l , "  "Ques t ing , "  "Lines t o  
a  Nas tu r t ium,"  and "Dunbar" were  s u b m i t t e d  and s u b s e q u e n t l y  a p p e a r e d  i n  major  p o e t i c a l  
a n t h o l o g i e s .  H e r  o e u v r e  is s m a l l ;  t h i r y - t w o  major  works a r e  known, b u t  o t h e r s  a r e  
coming t o  l i g h t  a s  h e r  p a p e r s  a r e  e d i t e d .  Her p e r s o n a l  p h i l o s o p h y  and a t t i t u d e  toward 
h e r  s t a t i o n  i n  l i f e  were  summed u p  when s h e  wro te :  "I w r i t e  a b o u t  t h i n g s  I love .  I 
have no c i v i l i z e d  a r t i c u l a t i o n  f o r  t h e  t h i n g s  I h a t e .  I p r o u d l y  l o v e  b e i n g  a  Negro 
Woman -- it's s o  i n v o l v e d  and i n t e r e s t i n g .  We a r e  t h e  PROBLEX -- t h e  g r e a t  n a t i o n a l  
game o f  TABOO." 

Born on a p l a n t a t i o n  i n  Henry County,  V i r g i n i a ,  Anne S p e n c e r  was t h e  d a u g h t e r  of  a  
i o r m e r  s l a v e ,  Joe l  Cephus B a n n i s t e r ,  riho was o f  mixed b l a c k ,  ~ i h ~ t e  and I n d i a n  a n c e s t r y .  
Her mother ,  S a r a h  Lou ise  S c a l e s ,  b o r n  i n  a d j a c e n t  P a t r i c k  County ,  was t h e  i s s u e  o f  a  
fo rmer  s l a v e  and a  s c i o n  o f  o n e  o f  t h e  a r e a ' s  prominent  p l a n t e r  f a m i l i e s .  Hother  and 
d a u g h t e r  l i v e d  f o r  a w h i l e  i n  Bramwell, \.Jest V i r g i n i a .  When h e r  f a t h e r ,  who was by t h e n  
s e p a r a t e d  from h i s  w i f e ,  complained t h a t  h i s  d a u g h t e r  was n o t  r e c e i v i n g  any fo rmal  
e d u c a t i o n ,  Anne, i n  1893,  was e n r o l l e d  i n  t h e  V i r g i n i a  Seminary and Normal School  i n  
Lynchburg. She rias g r a d u a t e d  i n  1899,  t h e  v a l e d i c t o r i a n  o f  h e r  c l a s s .  I n  1901 s h e  
m a r r i e d  a  c l a s s m a t e  Edward Alexander  Spencer ,  and i n  1903 t h e y  moved i n t o  t h e i r  new 
home a t  1313 P i e r c e  S t r e e t i n  Lynchburg.  Th i s  commodious house ,  which was t o  remain 
h e r  r e s i d e n c e  u n t i l  h e r  d e a t h  seven ty - two  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  was l a r g e l y  b u i l t  by  Edward 
S p e n c e r .  Spencer  a l s o  b u i l t  t h e  one-room c o t t a g e  i n  t h e  g a r d e n  r rhere  h i s  w i f e  c o u l d  
t h i n k  and c r e a t e  i n  p r i v a c y .  The c o t t a g e  was named "Edankraa l , "  a n  amalgram o f  t h e  
S p e n c e r s '  f i r s t  names and t h e  A f r i c a n  word f o r  house .  

When t h e  S p e n c e r s '  t h r e e  c h i l d r e n  r e a c h e d  c o l l e g e  a g e ,  M r s .  S p e n c e r ,  who by t h a t  t ime 
had a c q u i r e d  a  r e p u t a t i o n  a s  a  p o e t ,  became t h e  f i r s t  librarian o f  Lynchburg 's  Dunbar 
High Schoo l .  She b u i l t  u p  t h e  meager collection by d o n a t i n g  many o f  h e r  oim books. 

( s e e  c o n t i n u a t i o n  s h e e t  i L 2 )  
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SIGNIFICANCE 

Her devotion t o  the  cause of c u l t u r a l  enlightenment f o r  Negroes was expressed not  j u s t  
i n  her  l o c a l  a c t i v i t i e s  as a  l i b r a r i a n  and educator ,  bu t  i n  t h e  l i v e l y  r a p p o r t  she  
maintained wi th  many of the  n a t i o n ' s  most noted black leaders .  Through correspondence 
and conversa t ion  the  vigorous minds of t hese  ind iv idua l s  were tempered by Anne Spencer 's  
g e n t l e  but f i rm not ions  on t h e  advancement of her  race.  

For many years  1313 P ie rce  S t r e e t  was both  a  c e n t e r  of h o s p i t a l i t y  and p i lgr image  p lace  
fo r  prominent v i s i t o r s .  I n  t h e  days when t h e r e  were no public  accomxhticm f o r  Negroes 
i n  the South, homes such as  t h e  Spencers '  were knorin as  welcoming s topp ing  p laces .  
Their s o c i a b l e  atmosphere made them important c e n t e r s  f o r  t h e  exchange o f  i deas  and 
information i n  the  black c u l t u r a l  and c i v i l  r i g h t s  movements. A p a r t i a l  l i s t i n g  of  
the  many v i s i t o r s  t o  the  Spencer house forms an impressive r o s t e r  of Negro wor th ies .  
Included among them a r e  fe l low p o e t s  such as  James Weldon Johnson, S t e r l i n g  Brown, 
Langston Hughes, Countee Cullen, Claude McKay, and Georgia Douglas Johnson; v o c a l i s t s  
such as  Paul Robeson and Roland Hayes; c i v i l  r i g h t s  l eade r s  such a s  1J.E.B. DuBois, 
Nar t in  Luther  King, Jr . ,  and Walter White; the  s c i e n t i s t  George Washington Carver; 
and pub l i c  f i g u r e s  such as Thurgood Harsha l l  and Adam Clayton Powell, Jr. Anne 
Spencer a l s o  maintained c l o s e  a s s o c i a t i o n  wi th  d i s t ingu i shed  f i g u r e s  inc lud ing  
Senator  Car t e r  Glass  and H.L. Mencken. 

The Spencer house and t h e  small  s tudy  i n  t h e  garden su rv ive  v i r t u a l l y  undis turbed  
from t h e  time Anne Spencer wrote h e r  poems and expressed her  t h o u g h t s , ! d t h h e r  f r i e n d s  
and family.  The fu rn i sh ings ,  decora t ions ,  books, and mementoes a l l  remain i n  p l a c e  
as  she had them. Few of t h e  n a t i o n ' s  l i t e r a r y  s h r i n e s  so e f f e c t i v e l y  invoke t h e  
presence of  t h e i r  former occupant. 
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