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LYNCHBURG MEN OF THE CONFEDARACY
by
Arthur H., Jennings
At the time of the Wer between the States Lynchburg haa about
ten thousanda people, one half of whom were negro slaves, ana yet
the town raised, from among her own citizens four companies of infantry,

six batteries of artillery, and the Second Regiment of Cavalry. lioreove,

" the city council appropriated one thousand aollars for eacn company

organizea here and the citizens raised twenty thousana aollars to equip
the Lynchoburg troops.

It was announces at this time that each souldier woulad need two
plankets, two pairs or drawers, three rlannel shirts, sa peir of boots,
towels, comb and brush, needlesifi, thread, ana soap. These articles, with
the new uniforms, made by Nathaniel Guggenheimer, were tnought sufricent
for the duration of the war ( ! ! What feith!), wnhich was then estimated
to hest several months!

When, four years later, the staring, barefrooted, raggea, almost
unarmed remnants of tne_@rmy of Northern Virginia staggerea to the last
écene at Appomattox, what woula tney have though or a Confederated solaier
with a pair of boots/, three shirts, a comb aba brush, towels, ana & cake
of soap! |

The first three compenies to leaveg Lyncnburg#ﬁé were The Home Guar
Cept. Samuel Garlana, Jr., The Rifle Grays, Capt. Meurice S. Langhofne,
and Latham's Battery of Artillery, Capt. H. Gfay Latham. Their armories
were located: Home Guerd on Mail Street -- Rifle Grays, on Eighth St--
Lathams Battery on Clay St, between 6th, and 7th., where the reservoir

is now located (cf marker there)
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The fourth company to leave Lynchburg was the Bgureaugard Riflbes,
Capt. Marcellus N. Moorman, which 1efti§§chmond May 20, 1861 .
Barly in the summer the troops'at Réchmond began to move towards

Manassas. In the memoirs of a survivor of the Eleventh Va. Infeantry,

of which the Lynchhrg companies were & part, this regiment is stated
to have been the first to reach Manassas.

On June 3, 1861, the Wise Troop, Capt, Jno S. Langhorne, left
Lynchburg for Manassas. '

THE/E1L /€ 4/ By that time Lynchburg was en srmed cemp, with
about six thousand troops heré from all over the South. Their camps
were located mostly at the old fairgrounds (Miller Park 9). Among
these troops were many Lynchburg men who had returned here with units
formed elsewhere -- among them were Capt ## BEugene Blackford, with a
company he had orgaenized at Clayton, Ala; Capt Samuel aV. Reid, with
a company of forty Xentuckians; Col. Robert McKinney of North “Yarolina
and Col. Robt E. Rodes of Alabama.

In May there was erganized here the famous Second Virginia Cavalry,
which was in fact the first cavalry regiment organzed in Virginia. Late
in the war, when the first moves against Lynchburg started, which
culminated in the.battle of Lynchburg, June 17-20, 1864, this regiment,
with Lynchburg's own Gen. Thomas T. kiunford with it, was an important
pert of the £ cavalry forces which Wade ldapmpton threw against Sheridan
and Custer at ‘revillian's Station (June 11-12, 1864, thus saving
Lynchburg from immeffiiate capture.

The Second Va. Cavalry was mustered into service at the spot in
Miller Park (the 0ld Fair Grounds) which is now marked by a cennon and
a tablet. Col., later “eneral, Jubal A. Early was the mustering-in

officer. This regiment, four years later, was mustered out at the same

spot, , Ifg4 1865.
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Of speciel interest to Lynchburg is the famous Eleventh Va. Infant)
for it included four of her companies: The Home Gurard, or Company G;
The Rifle “rays, of Company A} The Lynchburg Rifles, or Company E; and
The Jefferson Davis Rifles, or Company H.

The 11th. Va. Inft. was & distingusihed record. It was never drive
from the firld of battle. At Gettysburg, July 1-3, 1863, when it reach
the top of Cemetery Hill, only a few of them were left but they retreate
down the hill only when they saw that they would not be reinforced and
that the position was untenable.

Col. Kirkwood Otey of Lynchburg was in command of the 1llth va.\
when the charge of Picketts Division started up the hill. He was soon
wounded, and Maj. J. Risque Hutter of Lynchburg assumed command, but
he was quickly shot down, and the commend devolved upon Liaut John
Holmes Smith of the Lynchburg Home Guard, and he lef the regiment up
the hill and ober the "Stone Wall."

Incidentally, Col. Otefy was barely able to drag himself off the
field and back to the Confederate lines, and he stated that when he got
back behind the lines (the charge up the hill was still going on, he saw
Gen. Picket and his staff eround a sutler's wagon located in the rear.
which settles the question as to whether Picket led the charge up the
himm,

Since every mounted officer was shot down, and every divisional,
brigade, and regimental officer was also shot down and a great many

%ﬁfacaptains and company officers likewise wounded, it seems reasonable té:>
believe that the Division was led by its brigade commanders, Armistead,
hemper, and Gerner, all of whom were shot during the advance to the
rock wass, Armistead falling inside the wall, with his hands of a Federal
cannot/ Close by him fell Dr. Rewley Martin, who, however, survived and
later became one of Lynchburg's foremost physicians and citizens.

The Eleventh Va., being the first regiment at Manassas, went through

the whole was snd some of its survivors surrendered with Lee at Appo.
iy April 9, 1865



Jennings article--4

Other survivors escaped and started to North Carolina, hoping to Join

Johnston there.

PRExIiixx¥ax After the evacuation of Richmond and the retreat
towards Appomattox began, Lee's army was attacked at Sailor's Creek,
(Deatonsville), Apr. 6, 1865, and at Five Forks, Dinwidaie Co., April
1-2, 1865, Picketts Division, including the 1llth. Va., was surprised
by Sheridan's Cavalry and Grant's Fifth Army Corps and a&;; but destroye
end the retreat continued towards Appo., with Pieékett under arrest.

The 11th. Va. served in Va,, Md., and Pa., eand N. C., tor the full
four years of the war. It lergely equpped itself with materiel capture
from the enemy and frequently subsisted on provisions abandoned by
the retreating emwemy Of its fifteen regimental officers, all were
at ome time or another wounded and five were killed

The 11th. Virginia's regimental officers were:

First Colonel, Samuel Garland, Jr., afterward's Biig. Gen., and
killed at BEShgpSLE{/Md/, South Mountain (Boondboro, Md.), Sep. 14,
1862.

Second Colonel: Funston, disabled and elected to Cong

later.
Thiré Colonel, Maurice S. Lanphorne, disabled and retired
Fourth Colonel: Wounded in four battles
Mg jor: Adem Clement, commanded in Marylend, wounded and retired
Major: J. Risque Hutter, commanded a few moments at Gettysburg,
July 1-3, 1863, but nEsxwanEndEdxakxzammand and was wounded
Lt. Colonels: TFunsten, Langhorne, end Otey

Ma jors: Harrison, killed at First Manassas,

Ju;y 21, 1861; Langhorne, Otey, Clement, and Hutter
Ad jutants: Meem, killed at

Tyree, killed at $ Jno W. Daniel. wounded

at ; Harris, killed at $
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Jennings, Sergeant Major and ecting as Adjutant 1864,
wounded at Second Manassas, Aug. 29-30, 1862, and Sharpsburg, (or An-
tietam), western Maryland, Sep. 17, 1862
After Secona Manassas, Aug 29-30, 1862 and Sharpsburg (Antietam, Sep.
1¢7, 1862, the Home Gurad had only three men left, viz., Lieut Doec.
Hawkins end two privates, All others were killed or wounded, but the
wounded returned eventually, many of them, and the company partieipated
in the battle of Fredericksburg, Dec. 13, 1862,

And while Lynchburg men were fighting and dying on various battle
fronts, otherg Lynchburgers were doing their bit, ~ean's foundery
made amunitions. Numbrous hospitals were established in the city, and
physicians and volumteer nurses had their hands full, and it is
interesting to note how many famous generals were here in hospitals, etc
when Hunter attacked the e¢ity, June 18th., 1864

After Seven Pines, or Seven Oaks, 7 miles east of Richmond, Illay 41
1862, six of the Home Guard, killed there, were brought home ani)their
funerals were held in the First Presbyterian Church, at Court and Ninth
Sts., two North Caroline Regiments acting as military escort. :

Off and on committees were sent from Lynchburg to the battle fronts
to seek and succor wounded Lynchburg boys/

Lynchburg, with its strategim location, its supplies, shops,
factories, medical stores, finally came to the attention of Gen.
Grant, and in 1864 he determined to capture the town, and this effort
is locally called The Battle of Lynchburg, June 18-19, 1864, though
the general histories do not mention it. The battles of Cowpens, Kings
Mountain, and Guilford Court House, in the Am. Revolution, were fought
with fewer men than was the balle of Lynchburg and with less loss of 1lif
and yet the general histories have all but ignored the Battle of Lynchbu
One reason for this is, perhaps, because it was fought immediately after
the great Wilderness campaign, lMay 6 and 7, 1864.

At the beginning of the Wilderness campaign, Grant determined
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to march through the Wilderness, force & battle with Lee at or neatr
Richmond, and take that city. But he did not get through the Wildernes
for Lee attacked him in one of the fiercest battles of the war
and forced him to abandon & frontal attack on Richmond and to adopt a
left flank movement. Then followed in quiek succession, Spotsylvania
Court House, May 12, 1864, in which Lee defeated Grant; Bloody Angle
(part of Spotsylvanis C. H. battle); South Anna; and finally Cold
Harbor, Hanover Co., nine miles east of Richmond, June 3, 1864, in
which Lee defeated Grant
At Bloody Angle, supra, the fight was particularly desperate, the
wM‘_l:lorthe:r'n and southern soldiers standing almost toe to toe ané;riring
Eimkxkxauk ¥ point-blank into each other's faces. i
At Cold Harbor, June 3, 1864, two weeks before Lynchburg, June 18
Grant hed launched a desperate attack on the Confederate works 2;; in
spite pf the geallant eftorts of his men he wasdefeated, losing 20,000
men in a few minutes. Grants men were brave, but refused to advance
when ordéred to make another attack
So “rant changed his plans. He ebandoned the femous assertion
"T will fight it out on this line if it tekes all summer," for in a
single month he had lost more men than Lee had in his whole army, and
yet Lee was still in his path towards Richmond. The entire North was
not indignant with horror at Grant's losses. So Grant crossed James
River and settled down near Petersburg. He knew he had enough resource
to slowly strangle the Army of Northern Virginia and proceeded to do it
And thus we see the state of affairs when the Battle of Lynchburg
was fought/ And so that battle has been lost sight of. But “pant knew
the valus otr Lynchburg and detrmined to eapture and perhaps destroy it.
Vapt. Charles M. Blackford in his booklet "The Campaign and Battle of
Lynchburg" states "Lynchburg was the depot t¢f the army of Northern

Virginiafor sll commissary and quartermaster supplies gathered from the

° »
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productive territory laying between it and Knoyxville, Tenn. and thes
whole ecountry tributuery to the Virginie and Tennessee Railroad (Now

N. & Xw. Here also were stored many oif ths scan. medicel suppiies

or the Confederacy and here ALg4/vi¢¥é many hospitals gave accommodation
to the sieck and wounded. Lymchburg wes the key to the inside lines of
communications which enabled the Confederate troops to be moved from
the northern to our eastern lines of defense."”

In fact Grant knew that the cepture of Lynchburg would be all
but the end of the sorely exhausted Gonfederacy, and so he mede full

' preparations ¥ to that end, and the fact that he did not fully succeed
is & credit to the defenders of Lynchburg.

Two large bodies of troops were ordered by Grant to attack Lynchbw
General Phil cheridan, accompanied by fhg€ Gen. George Armstrong Custer,
later to become famous as an Indian fighter, were ordered to proceed
to Charlottesville, Va,, there to be joined by some twnety-off thousand
infantry and artillery under Gen. David Hunter.

General lLee did not know thet Grant had written to Hunter that "it
would be of great advantage to us to gain possesion of Lynchburg for a
single day," which has since, in the light of Hunter's conduct during
his approach to Lynchburg, been interpreted to have meant that Grant
intended to destroy the city; but he, Lee, knew the strategic value
ot Lynchburg and that it simply must be saved. So he ritected General
Jubal A. Early to take the Second Corps gf/fKé/Kf (Stonewall Jackson's
old command) of the Army of Northern Virginia, just then gaining its

”;Egeath after the Battle of theWiwlderness, where it had been decimated
and most of its general officers killed -- Lee directed Early to
hesten, with this Second Corps, to the defense of Lynchburg. This
Corps consisted of about eight thousand infentry, among them the
famous Stonewall Brigade, or at least what was left of it. An here
it may be noted that among Lynchburg's defenders were some famous

men and orgenizetions -- The Stonewall Brigade -- The V. li. I. Cadets™:
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with the laurels of New Market (May 15, 1864) fresh on their brows 1
The Botetourt Artillery -- the Spartan band under General Johm lic-
Causland, who frq@fStaunton to Lynchburg, where he joined with the
defenders of Lynchburg on Salem Turnpike near the Queker Church, dispute
every step of Hunter's progress, though his froce was too small to risk
e genral wngagement -- And there were g@Ugrd/ #Fh€FdL, wounded and in
Lynchburg hospitals, Generals James Longstreet, D. H. Hill, Harry Hays,
John C. Breckinridge, and Francis T. Nichols.

And all of Lynchburg turned out in its own defense, including
aged men and boys. The late Edward C. Hamner, of the firm of Lumsden
end Hemner, then trifteen years old, went to the front line, and with A
him went Mike Connell, eighty years old or more, and stood in line all
day firing his old musket at the enemy. The Silver Grays, socalled becs
their hair was white, also were on the firing line and did good service.

Hunter and Sheridan never met, tor before Sheridan could get to
Charlottesville he was stopped by Wade Hapmpton's cavalry at TrevilXian'
Station, on theC & O Ry, in Louisa Coulity, about twenty miles east of
Charlottesville, and in the Green Springs aree (cf Christopher ClargAetc
June 11, 1864, and badly defeated, the battle lasting two days. In this
battle Custer lost his headquarters outfil. The Second Va. CaValry
participated in this fight. It, this tight, saved Lynchburg, for
had Sheridan and Hunter joined forced it would seem thst we could not
have stppped them. Gen Thomas L. Munsford of Lynchburg weas in command
of the Second Va. Cavalry at this time.

Hunter proceed up the Velley from Staunton towards Lyncburg, oppos
only by McCausland's small forece, burning end pilleging all the way
Mc. “ausland had onld about 1,600 men, With him were William E. Peters
(who was he?) end “apt E. E. Bouldin of Pefff/d/ Danville. Some ot the
Lyncbburgers with him were Maj. Stephen P. Halsey, Col. Auguste Forsberg

Capt Stephen Adams. MYfJ//ALLEEY Near the Quaker Church Halsey was
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struck by a piece or shrapnel, but it hit his sword belt and while
he was knowked from his horse and received severe brulses he was not
seriously hurt.

With Hunter were Col. Rutherfrord B. Hays, later, 1877-1881, Presi-
dent of the United States, and Maj. William McKinley, President of
United States, 1897-1901.

At Lexington Hunter burned the V. M. I. bareacks, but the cadets
were not captured and hastened to Lynchburg, where they camped in the
o0ld #ethodist Cemetery. One of then, ;rank T. Lee, later a Captain,
that he slept between two graves that were close together and that he
hag a good night's rest.

Hugter epproacher Lynchburg by way of Liberty (Bedford), with
MeCausland still disputing the way, and there was a sharp engagemenf
apximwxkandax just west of the Quaker Church. There is a2 legend that
some of the New London ladies tried to "vamp” Hunder and thus deley him

and that they did delay him tor about half an hour. Lynchburg's

innder defense line ran along the brow of College Hill along a line that

- would not run through the lemorial &ethodist Church and the College Hill

Baptist Church. It is related that when Early say how near these
defenses were to the town, he exclaimed, "Why in Hell didn't you erect
your breastworks down on lMain Street!"

Early came in from Charlottesville on the afternoon of June 17,

1864, with about half (4,000 men) of the Second Corps, Army of Northern

__Virginia. They had entrained at Charlottesville after a§>eighty'mile

torced march in four days. Early:s troops hastened out fifth Street
towards the new line of works which had been erected two miles from .
the city (Fort Early?). At their heand was Bugler Tinsley of the Stone-
wall Brigade, sounding the advance; but he was soon shot dead on the lef
of the main drive in the Presbyt rian Cemetery. He lived in Louiseana.

Characteristically, for half & century or more, so far as we can ¢/
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ascertain, no Lynehburger ever took the trouble or thought to lay a
flower on his grave, he who led the troop that saved Lynchburg!
The author never knew but one citizen, in twenty years, to do this.
(That citizen was probably the autor himself)

There was not much fighting the afternoon of the 17th. -- some
soeties and a few cavalry skirmishes.

The other halr of the Second Corps Hdd/Pé€h left at Charlottesvill
marched along the railroad until the returning trin met them, and they
did not reach Lynchburg until the 18th., when the fighting was over
“en. Robert Zwmmett Rodes, a native of Lyncburg, wished to come here witl
the first detachment of the Sedond Cirps, to defemd his native tof#wn
and was very much aistressed when he was ordered to stay with the
detachment that got here too late.

Dduthat, not knowing of the way out by way of fi{ffY seventh street
etc., dragged his artillery, helped by cavalry horses, up the bluff
at eighth end Church Streets, where the “edical Arts bldg (Allied Arts)
now stands.

The real fighting was done of.n the 18th. A cavalry demonstration
was made near Barksdale's Field, near where the Forest (old) Road turns
Averill had troops there to make a demonstration and fo burn the bridge
(the old Tin Bridge. Col. Auguste Forsberg commanded out troops there;
and in the redoubt on top ot the hill overlooking the ford of Blagkwate:
Creek;‘%ﬂgre the old Forest Road passed, therewi§gur gund of the Rock-
bridge Artillery ? The Lynehburg photographer, A. H. Plecker was one
on the gunners in this battery. The cavalry demonstration and the
attempt to burn the rbis#ge were easily trustrated. Then a battery of
artillery came to the same location and there was a display of fighting
between the federal gune and those of Douthat in the redfoubt on top
of the hill. Apparently there was no attempt to breek through at this
point, and later Hunter blamed his ofticers, and they blamed him.
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The severest righting was between the redoubt, now called Fort -
Early, on Fort Avenue, and the Quaker “eeting House on Salem Turnpike, -
now the Quaker #femorial Fresbyterian Church.

The rield of the Battle or Lynchburg is clearly marked. It extenas
from the Fort Hill Redoubt (Fort Early), which was the left rlank of
the line almost due west, or slightly northwest, through the (then) farm

of Dr. Owen, John B. Lee, Setn Halsey,( H. S. Barksdale, and

Cherles Moorman, and ended at the redoubt, mentionea above, on the rarm
Maj. John V. Daniel, located where the ola Forest Road began the winain
descent towards Blackwater Creek/ There was some skirmishing to the
right ot thet point, ana on the lert tlank some movement of troops
extending almost to Fishing Creek, but the two redoubts and the line
between them was the line of battle.

In front of the Fort Hill Kedount (Fort farly) the enemy advanced
in consiaerable rorce in a line which extendeno;ggtward almost toto the
present Lynchburg College. 2zThey were repulsed and the consiaerable
artillery fire seems to have been to the aavantahe of the Confe&@radtes
The derfended sent tneir wounder in vo the hospitals as fast as they
could be gathered up ana the aeaa were buried in the cemeteries

As the night ot the 18th (June) came on end the firing diea down.
Early £¢ begen to arrange for a desicive drive on the tollowing morning,
the remsinder of his 8Second Corps having arrived late in the arternoon.

About midnight soundas trrom the enemy camps seemed 1O indicate a
retreat, oput Early assumed that it was a mere trenter and rearrangement
of troops, and so waited until aaylight in order to aetermine what
was going on, @na at daylight he saw thet the enemy had retreated

The Federal dead were left for kmEmxkmxEuxyxsmaxsammz for burial
by the Confederated and some of their wounded were also left on the
field.

In the June 21 issue of the Lynchburg Virginian sr. Charles Button

a >
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described the scene as follows:

"We rode over the battlefield on Sunday (June 19), observing the
resulys of the previous days' work. On the frams of Dr. Owen ana r.
John B. Lee we counted some forty-off dead Yankees, who 3ay stiff and
stark and nude, a spectacle of horror. They had been dismantled, it i
said, by their particular friends, gentlemen of African descent. Most
of them were supposed to be sharpshooters who fell in advence of their
lines and quite near our rifle pits and entrenchments. Threefourths
of them were shot through the head and others through the heart, showin
the accuracy of the aim which sent them to their account. Near

___the Quakar ieeting house we saw tfive graves with slaps at their heads))
whieh told that their occupants were members of the 91st. Vol. Ohio
Infentry. They had all been killed in the skirmishing on Friday the
17th. On the other side of the road e man was laid out on a blanket
with a white paper pinned to his breast marked "R. J. Simpson, Company
I, First Virginia Light Infantry.

Hunter had made his headquarters across from this point, at San-
dusky, the home of Maj. Risque Hutter, the building being in plain view
of the road passing the Quaker Church site. It is also marked by an
appropriate bronze tablet.

There were larges numbers of Federal dead all about these fields.
A gentleman told the writer that he had found, while hunting,
the bodies of two Federal soldiers, ia ntified by belt-buckles and
screps of clothing, lying in a thicket near the present Lynchburg Colle
This was tour years gf/ftH¢ after the battle and meantime the Northern
Government had sent men here to search the fields carefully for bodies
for burial at the various National Cemeteries.

Hanter retreated throug Liberty and on up fH¢ mowmxkkex¥ziisy up
the Valley -- he was urged to retreat in the direction of Washington
in order to place his troops between his pursuers and Weshington. But
his flight hed become a rout and he took to the mountains of West Va.
and disappeared in the airection of Ohio River.

With Hunter forced into the mountains of W. Ya., Early pressed on
and actuelly YHF#f¢ threatened Washington. And thus the Battle of
Lynchburg included Sheridan's defeat at Trevillien's Station, Hunter's

utter rout, and a threat which sent Washington and LUE /P ELEFE a1l the

- oy

north into a panic.



Jennings--13

-

On June 24 and 25 the city council voted thenks to General g

¢

McCausland and presented him with a sword end spurs. Early also wes
'\

___thenked, and the soldiers were given the run of the citybj

In the closing days of the was, in a fight at High Bridge, near
Farmwille, General James Dearing, ot Lynehburg, wes mortally wounaed

and was brough back here to the hospital ,located on llain and Sixth

streets, vwhere he died. When the Fdgff/ victorious Federal troops
entered the city e few days later, their gfff commending officer, a
Westpointer//éf friend of Dearing, and, hearing that Dearing was in the
hospital, dismounted and called on him, and it is said that shortly
thereafter he lesrft the e¢ity in tears

When Lee reached Appo,attox, with his starving men, he found that

four trains of supplies sent there from Lynchburg had been ceptured by

Sheriden's cavalry. He surrendered April 9, 1864.



