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The Jones Memorial Library

STORY BY AMANDA SOUTHALL | PHOTOS BY COLETTE DESMARAIS

Surely, no one who knew George Morgan Jones was surprised
to learn of his plans to build a public library in Lynchburg. As
one of the area’s most well-known and respected businessmen,
Jones had a reputation as a philanthropist that placed great value
on education and community. Jones died before his dream to
build Lynchburg’s first public library came to fruition, but his
influence lives on in the library that bears his name. As the Jones
Memorial Library celebrates its 100th anniversary, it continues to

be the cornerstone of genealogical and historical information in
Lynchburg and Virginia.

The Jones Memorial Library, located on the second floor of the
Lynchburg Public Library at 2311 Memorial Avenue, has one of the

largest collections of historical and genealogical information in the
state.

“We have more records than most libraries and we’re in a better
position to provide information and services because historical
records are our focus,” said Lewis Averett, coordinator of public
services for Jones Memorial Library. “We get all kinds of requests

and people come from all over, even people from other countries.”

As it approaches its 100th year, the Jones Memorial Library is
celebrating the way it knows best, by educating the citizens of
Lynchburg about the past. The commemoration started with a
lecture by Barbara Rothermel on the art of Queena Stovall on April 9.

“Queena Stovall was an area artist and her art gives an idea of what
life was like around here in the 20th century,” said Averett.

For those who want to learn more, Library Director Wayne Rhodes
will deliver a lecture on May 14 at 5 p.m. titled “Jones Memorial
Library: A Dream Realized,” about the Jones family and library
history, followed by a centennial celebration.

&) LYNCHBURG LIVING 1247 s iinis

LYNCHBURG’S FIRST LIBRARY

The Jones Memorial Library has a genealogy database of more
than 136,000 names, over 2,000 sets of architectural drawings, an
obituary index with 380,000 names that dates back to 1795 (and
grows every day), and more than 300 manuscript collections.

Knowledge, though, is one of those things that can’t be quantified.

“The library houses so much business, family and local historical
information that you can’t find anywhere else,” said Rhodes, wheo

has been working at the library for 26 years, 10 of which as the

library’s director.

The preservation of that information is largely thanks to the =
ingenuity and vision of the Jones family. When George Morgan
Jones passed away, his wife Mary Frances Watts Jones picked up
where her husband left off, spearheading the campaign to build =&
the library. With a $50,000 grant, she financed the construction
and establishment of the library and, after it opened, was actively =

involved in its daily operations.

In her lifetime, Mrs. Jones earned a reputation for eccentricity.

“There are stories about her arranging the books by color, but I'mé

not sure if there’s any truth to that,” Averett said.

Her true legacy though, was the continued financial tﬂlppnr’c she
provided for the library. Upon Mrs. Jones’s death in 1920, she

established an endowment for the library in her will. To this dax.

the Jones Memorial L1I:nr::'1r},r operates independently without pubix:

financial support using funds from the endowment.

x o
lcomts -

....
S




£

G'ES

@

|

i
g
=

"
B
e
-

o

)

-

A
%St
f-EE8

e
;:;gf.:ﬁ.::i

Tl e

-
=

" fi. .
:-:-,ﬁ-‘i‘ir L

R e

e A Y

, r wli‘ e
i ﬂ--# -i

. e ! i
& : R & =

| oy _r

! , . n..

-
[

[l
i

|/

T e

. -
E

sy e ay .

' s . .... nd K o
L ;A 5 iy R : T . .
= % 42 .. ....” : Pt M. v- e oy 3 .|..-_ _J.. L —_
PR, | -+, ... ! 2 g
b v .w. i e ! i - m ..w._.....
n ”... ] ;s L o = .u. T - | |
e | : M 2y = : il
: in: 4 i : = '
i - 5 -y o : r

i
=
i T
b { g
-
Pl o

st e s A T

s
e oy

i S

sl A

i T R
o " iow : 3 i R B e ., B 1 i B

L " . T ———— ST L Amanmmmaa
.- i ok an sl o K




M FEATURE

ST

ASSISTED LIVING

A New Place in Life

* 24-hour assistance with activities of daily living

* Spacious apartments with full bathrooms

° Restaurant-style dining

* Beautiful location in the Wyndhurst Community

e Access to 1 he Summit’s full continuum of care

www.summitlynchburg.com

For More Information Call:

(434) 582 - 1500
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When the Lynchburg Public Library opened in 1966, the Jones
Memorial Library suddenly faced competition of a tax-supported
mstitution with a growing collection of books.

“Instead of trying to compete with the size of their collection,
the library decided to offer the community something entirely
different,” Rhodes said.

The decision to focus its collection was a critical one. It changed

the library’s direction and as a result, the Jones Memorial Library
developed into one of the best research libraries in the state.

“People come here all the time who want to trace their family

history, and usually we can help them because we have such a
large database,” Rhodes said.

THE HISTORY OF A LIBRARY

Amidst rare books and original manuscripts, patrons are invited to
pour over history on rich oak tables and captains chairs.

“The look of this library is truly what a library should look like,”
Averett said. “People come here all the time to just study or do
work because it’s a great environment.”

The Jones Memorial Library has seen a lot of changes in the past
century. It opened its doors in June 1908, making it the second-
oldest public library in the state (the oldest is the Norfolk Public
Library). It grew rapidly in its early years, opening seven different
branches between 1924 and 1931. The first to open was the Dunbar
Branch in 1924, which was turned over to the School Board in
1946. Also in 1924, a branch in the Fort Hill Club at Fort Earlv
was established. Two years later in 1926, a branch was opened on
College Hill at the junior high school (this branch was also turned
over to the school board). In 1928, a fourth branch opened at the
Guggenheimer-Milliken Playground, then branches in West End
and Fairview Heights schools opened in 1929. Finally, in 1931 z
branch opened in Miller Park at the Aviary.

“As a youngster, I went there all the time to get books to read,”

Rhodes said.
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Why go to Charlottesville
or Roanoke for a
Retinal Specialist? ‘
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~~ When the Jones Memorial Library opened, there was no such
~ thing as microfiche, computers or the Internet. Instead of pointing
and clicking, patrons shuffled through the card catalogue and
navigated the Dewey Decimal System.

~ “WhenI came to work here we had two big boxy Apple computers
_ that were donated to the library. Computers are by far the biggest
change the library has seen,” Averett, who started working at the

 library in 1989, said.

The library has also changed locations. In 1987, it moved from its __ PiEdIl'IOHt E"fﬁ‘ Ce nter
 original building on Rivermont Avenue to an updated, climate- | ‘

controlled space above the Lynchburg Public Library. ﬁWWWV-pIEdI‘HOH teve.com

- “The original building needed extensive repairs and renovations,”
- Rhodes said.

Perhaps the most drastic change at the Jones Memorial Library
.- came in the 1960s. When the library opened in 1908 it, like all

public institutions, was segregated. Robert Vogel, M.D., is Lynchburg’s only full

“The Iibrafy’s history of segregation is more a result of the library’s time retinal spe CiﬂﬁSt, treatin g ma cular 1
~  age than its spirit,” Averett said. “At the time segregation was : : . |
nothing out of the ordinary. It certainly wasn’t a good thing, butit degene ration, dia bEtES, and DthEF rettnal
‘t an odd thing at the time.” : : -

e ORI REE EEES TS | diseases with the newest breakthroughs and

WI‘EEH the Jones Men'fﬂrial Library opened, its segregat_iﬂn policy, tEChnUngy_ Why travel hours away for retinal

which declared the library “wholly for the use of white people ) ] .

without respect for religious distinction,” was stated in the deed, - care thatis available ir Lynchbu fg?

Rhodes said. 1:

At the time, the library’s answer to the segregation policy was the If vou are experiencing retinal

Dunbar Branch, located at Lynchburg’s black high school, Dunbar V P J e pﬁ:}blems, CEI”

High School. | | Piedmont Eye Center for an appointment with

“The library had a segregation policy, and at the time the branch Dr. VOQB'.

at Dunbar was open to black patrons,” Averett said. “Now, our

library is full of African-American history, genealogy and patrons.

Segregation is an unfortunate part of our past because the last

thing we’d want is for someone to think we still operate that way.” ]F%:Eig "E;THESMD mf&vﬁﬁﬁw _—

| : | CALL US TODAY!

Jones Memorial Library wasn’t alone in its segregation policies, Darin K Bowers, M.D. Gail L Ganser, MD. 252 trtoh o

at the time integrated public libraries were rare and most college Cataract&Refractive Surgery  Pediatric & Neuro-Ophthalmology | hreehburaVAZSH

libraries did not allow black students to use their facilities. Hicenda M. Ceballos, MD. T Mass MD. :::-;;:3;:? o

{cont.] Glaucoma & Cataract Surgery Cataract & General Ophthalmology Toll Free (877) 684-2020

WWW_ LYNCHBURGLIVING.COM 4




I

ilosoph

ph

I

4

A

A

AN

e

et R

the librar

o
PR

2%

-.-_:_:.m._:

LYNCHBURG LIYOle

Stained glass captur

B R B i ¢




THE JONES
MEMORIAL LIBRARY
MAS SEEN A LOT OF
CHANGES IN THE
PAST CENTURY.
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In August 1969 the Segregation policy officially became 2 part of  “The deaths of his daughters affected him greatly,” Rhodes said.
the library’s past. “He lived for his daughters and theijr deaths really broke him ~

“It’s hard when people focus on that part of our past because jt Following the death of his third daughter, Jones retired from the
truly is in the Past,” Rhodes said. hardw '

Upon its announcement to integrate, the Jones Memorial Library particularly the two elder girls. He donated stained glass window:s
also announced its decision to shift to an all-reference library. In to the Court Street Methodist Episcopal Church in their memory
light of the changes at Jones Memorial Library, perhaps its most  ang donated funds to help establish the library at Randolph-
incredible characteristics are the things that have stayed the  Macon Women’s College, aptly named the Jones Library. His fina]

“The library exists to preserve regional history, and the library “Education was Important to Joneg because all of his daughters
itself has a long and interesting history,” Averett said. died at such a young age,” Rhodes said.“He wanted to provide for
other young people what his dau ghters never got to experience.”

K F F P l N G U P WITH TH E JO N E S 3 A glass pl‘aque t‘hat hung near ﬂ.:lE entrance of the original 'Iib:}'ary is
Th

Name for himself in the hardware business when he started Jones,  Though Geor ge Jones didn’t live to see the library, it still stan ds as
Watts & Company with his brothers-in-law. He also served as @ memorial to his daughters and the Jones family. In the century
president of the first cotton manufacturing company in Lynchburg, it has been in Operation, the Jones Memorial Libr ary hasn’t just
was the first president of the Lynchburg Board of Irade, and was ~ preserved Lynchburg’s history-it has become 4 part of it.

all of his ventures, Jones built a reputation of business integn‘ty Amanda Southal] f_S _ﬂﬁ’ eelance writer and graduate of Virginia Tech,
and success. However, professiona] achievements were marked ~ When she’s not writing, Amanda enjoys riitning, mountain biking angd
by personal tra gedy. rock climbing. Read more of her work at wwy, amandasouthall.com.




