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Condition Check one Check one 
~r excellent -deteriorated - unaltered 2 original site 
- good - ruins L altered -moved date N 

-fair - unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known] physical appearance 

SUMMARY DESCRIPTION 

Sandusky i s  a formal  two-story, b r i c k  "I" house wi th  a l a t e r  e l l .  The house has sophis- 
t i c a t e d  t r i m  and is i n  a good s t a t e  of preserva t ion .  I ts p a r l o r  is given a p a r t i c u l a r l y  eleg;  
t reatment  through t h e  use of arched r ecesses  on e i t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  f i r e p l a c e .  Although i ts  
farm has  been subdivided,  Sandusky's generous yard is i n t a c t  and provides an appropr ia te  
s e t t i n g  f o r  t h e  house. 

ARCHITECTURAL ANALYSIS 

The o r i g i n a l  p o r t i o n  of Sandusky i s  covered by a gable  roof and has  wa l l s  l a i d  i n  very 
even Flemish bond. This  s e c t i o n  is five-bays wide and measures, according t o  an 1813 insuranc 
pol icy ,  48' x 20' .  F i r s t - f l o o r  windows have 919 sash ,  while  t h e  upper f l o o r  conta ins  windows 
wi th  619 sash.  A l l  f e n e s t r a t i o n  is topped wi th  splayed b r i c k  jack  arches .  Those above t h e  
second-floor windows extend t o  t h e  bed molding of  t h e  wooden cornice.  This  otherwise simple, 
molded corn ice  conta ins  t h e  refinement of having paneled mutules  i n  t h e  s o f f i t .  The cornice 
is terminated a t  each end of t h e  f r o n t  and r e a r  w a l l s  w i th  a shaped end board, which follows 
t h e  p r o f i l e  of t h e  corn ice .  The f aces  of t h e  end boards a r e  f l u s h  wi th  t h e  p l a i n  rake  board5 
of t h e  gabled end wa l l s .  Above t h e  corn ice  is a s tanding-seammetal  roo f ,  which was i n  p lacc  
a s  e a r l y  a s  1864. A s c u t t l e ,  which was cu t  i n t o  t h e  roof t h a t  year  t o  a f fo rd  Federa l  o f f i c e r  
a a v i s t a  of t h e  b a t t l e  which was fought i n  t h e  f i e l d s  around t h e  house, s t i l l  e x i s t s .  The 
o r i g i n a l  covering,  a s  revealed i n  t h e  b r i e f  d e s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  1813 insurance po l i cy ,  was 
wooden sh ingle .  A t  e i t h e r  end of t h e  gable roof a r e  well-proportioned chimneys with 
corbe l led  caps. 

The f r o n t  doorway, which c e n t e r s  t h e  f a c a d e , i s a p a r t i c u l a r l y  r e f ined  Federal  composition 
A broad, s e m i e l l i p t i c a l  f a n l i g h t  extends ac ross  t h e  nine-paneled f r o n t  door t o  cover glazed 
s i d e l i g h t s  a s  wel l .  The r a d i a t i n g  t r a c e r y  of t h e  f a n l i g h t  i s  presumably o r i g i n a l ,  but  t h e  

diamoild-paned g laz ing  of t h e  s i d e l i g h t s  i s  a l a t e r  modif ica t ion .  Because of t h e  width of t h e  
en t rance  f r o n t i s p i e c e  on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r ,  t h e  c e n t r a l  opening on t h e  second f l o o r  is separate! 
by a broader  expanse of b r i c k  from t h e  windows on e i t h e r  s i d e  than e x i s t s  between those  
windows and t h e  end p a i r .  This  c e n t r a l  opening of t h e  second f l o o r  has  been converted i n t o  a 
j i b  window, wi th  a hinged wooden lower s e c t i o n  a f fo rd ing  access  t o  an open, r a i l e d  deck above 
t h e  one-story f r o n t  porch. The porch is t e t r a s t y l a r  with Tuscan columns. While i t  more o r  
l e s s  occupies t h e  space of an o r i g i n a l  porch o r  s toop,  t h e  d e t a i l s  and arrangement mark i t  
a s  l a t e r  than  o r i g i n a l  cons t ruc t ion .  I n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  t h e  p i l a s t e r s  on e i t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  
c'oor i n f r i n g e  uncomfortably on t h e  windows and b l i n d s  ad jacent  t o  them. 

To t h e  r e a r  of t h e  main b lock ,  behind t h e  d in ing  room, i s  an e l l .  The p o r t i o n  nea res t  
t o  t h e  main block i s  two s t o r i e s  t a l l  and measures 19' x 18 ' ,  aga in  according t o  t h e  1813 
insurance po l i cy .  This  e l l  i s  a l s o  covere l  wi th  a standing-seam meta l  roof  and has a c o r b e l l r  
chimney a t  t h e  end wal l .  Behind t h i s  po r t ion  of t h e  e l l  and a l igned  wi th  i t  is a f u r t h e r  
ex tens ion ,  a one-story a d d i t i o n  which was i n  p l a c e  by 1817, according t o  t h e  second insurance 
po l i cy  which Johnston, t h e  o r i g i n a l  owner, took on t h e  proper ty .  Now conta in ing  t h e  k i tchen ,  
t h i s  l a s t  a d d i t i o n  was, according t o  t r a d i t i o n ,  b u i l t  a s  a nursery  f o r  t h e  Johnston chi ldren .  
A one-story porch extends from t h e  mid-portion of t h e  main block t o  t h e  end wa l l  of t h e  
l a s t  add i t ion .  ~ & s ~  formal than  t h e  f r o n t  porch, i t  is convered wi th  a s loped roof with 
hipped ends. Access i s  gained from two doors i n t o  t h e  e l l .  

The main r ec t angu la r  block of t h e  house conta ins  a c e n t r a l  s t a i r  h a l l  with one room on 

(See Continuation Sheet #1) 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance--Check and justify below 
-prehistoric - archeology-prehistoric -community planning - landscape architecture- religion 
- 1400-1499 - archeology-historic - conservation - law - science 
- 1500-1599 -agriculture -economics - literature - sculpture 
- 1600-1699 -K architecture -education X military - social1 
- 1700-1799 - art -engineering - music humanitarian 

X 1800-1899 -commerce - explorationisettlement - philosophy -theater 
- 1900- communications - industry - poiiticslgovernment t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  

-invention - other (specify) 

Specific dates BuilderIArchitect unknown 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

STATEKENT OF SIGIVIPTCAlYCE --, 

Sandusky i s  an impressive Federa l -s ty le  farmhouse of both a r c h i t e c t u r a l  and h i s t o r i c a l  
s ign i f i cance .  B u i l t  ca. 1808 f o r  Charles Johnston, i t  i s  one of t h e  e a r l i e s t  houses i n  t h e  
Lynchburg a r e a  t o  d i s p l a y  t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  d e t a i l s  and ref inements  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of Federa 
design.  Johnston took out  s e v e r a l  f i r e  insurance p o l i c i e s  on h i s  house with t h e  Mutual 
Assurance Soc ie ty  of V i rg in i a ;  thus ,  t h e  h i s t o r y  of t h e  b u i l d i n g ' s  subsequent a l t e r a t i o n s  
or add i t ions  is w e l l  documented. I n  1864, dur ing  t h e  B a t t l e  of Lynchburg, Sandusky served a 
Union headquarters .  bong those  quar te red  t h e r e  were Gen. 9aivd Hunter and f u t u r e  President  
Rutherford B. Hayes and WilliamZ?cKinley, t hen  on Hunter 's  s t a f f .  Or ig ina l ly  t h e  s e a t  of 
an extens ive  farm, Sandusky i s  now wi th in  t h e  c i t y  l i m i t s  of Lynchburg, and t h e  proper ty  i s  
surrounded by l a t e r r e s i d e n t i a l  development. For tunate ly ,  Sandusky i s  maintained i n  excel lent  
condi t ion ,  and e f f e c t i v e  p l a n t i n g  i n  t h e  l a r g e ,  well-maintained yard has kept  20thtcentury 
i n t r u s i o n s  a t  a  comfortable d i s t ance .  

HISTORI CAI, BACKGROUND 

Sandusky i s  one of  t h e  f i r s t  formally s t y l e d  Federal  houses i n  t h e  Bedford/Campbell 
County a rea .  As such,  i t  helped s e t  t h e  s tandard  t h a t  would be followed during t h e  next  
decade, a  t ime of immense growth and development f o r  Lynchburg and t h e  surrounding country. 
A number of l a t e r  houses still exist which obviously owe a r c h i t e c t u r a l  a l l eg iance  t o  Sandusk! 
Charles Johnston,  fog whom themans ion  was b u i l t ,  was an e a r l y  s e t t l e r  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  whose 
f a t h e r  had come t o  Richmond from Scotland. Johnston named h i s  home i n  memory of h i s  de l iver -  
ance from a n e a r l y  d i s a s t r o u s  event  which had t aken  p lace  i n  1790. On a t r i p  t o  Kentucky, 
he had been kidnapped by a  p a r t y  of Shawnee Indians  and taken t o  t h e i r  camp a t  Sandusky, i n  
Ohio, before  h i s  eventua l  r e l e a s e .  

I n  1813 Johnston took out  t h e  f i r s t  of s e v e r a l  insurance  p o l i c i e s  on Sandusky with t h e  
Mutual Assurance Soc ie ty  of Virg in ia .  The d e s c r i p t i o n  given i n  t h a t  i n i t i a l  po l icy  shows 
t h e  f i r s t  s t a g e  of t h e  house: a  two-story b r i ck  bu i ld ing ,  measuring "48 x 20 f e e t "  with a  
two-story b r i c k  wing "19 x 18." The proper ty  was insured  f o r  $6,00 a  not  incons iderable  
sum a t  t h a t  time. By t h e  time of  t h e  i ssuance  of  a  second po l i cy  i n  1817, a  one-story b r i ck  

b wing with dimensions of 24 x 1 8  f e e t  had been added. 

I n  1818 Johnston s o l d  t h e  proper ty ,  and i t  eventua l ly  came i n t o  t h e  ownership of t h e  
Hu t t e r  family. It was dur ing  t h e i r  tenure  t h a t  t h e  house played its most important h i s t o r i c 3  
r o l e .  Obeying Gen. U. S. Grant ' s  d i r e c t i v e  t h a t  "it would be of g rea t  va lue  t o  us t o  ge t  
possess ion  of  Lynchburg f o r  a  s i n g l e  day, "Maj. Gen. David Hunter forayed across  t h e  Blue 
Ridge Yountains from Lexington i n  June 1864. Meeting t h e  Confederate fo rces  on t h e  o u t s k i r t s  
of Lynchburg, he  s e t  up headquarters  a t  Sandusky on June 17. ~ u n t e r ' s  Raid, a s  t h e  B a t t l e  
of Lynchburg h a s  been a l t e r n a t e l y  c a l l e d ,  raged around t h e  house t h e  next  day. Hunter was 
rebuffed i n  h i s  at tempt t o  capture  Lynchburg and e a r l y  on themorn ing  of June 19 was i n  f u l l  
r e t r e a t  back t o  t h e  Valley of V i rg in i a .  Hunter 's "host" a t  Sandusky was Maj. George 

(See Continuat ion Sheet 2) 
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10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 3.84 a c r e s  

Quadrangle name Lynchburg, Va. Quadrangle scale 1 : 24000 

UMT References 

A kL I9 16 15 10 1 14 11 b 18 13 14 10 1 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

Verbal boundary descr ipt lon and justif ication: Beginning a t  a po in t  on N s i d e  of Pawnee Drive, about 
1'0' E of i t s  i n t e r s e c t i o n  wi th  Navajo C i rc l e ;  thence es tending  about  410'  M ;  thence about 
436' ; thence a b o - ~ t  350' S t o  N s i d e  of Sandusky Drive; thence about 400' !.1 along s a i d  s i f i p ~  
t o  l o i n t  of o r ig in .  >ync'rburg Assessor 's  Kecords: Lot TR2, 158-1-16.(see cont inuat ion  s l ~ e g t  

Lis t  a l l  s tates and count ies for propert ies overlapping state or county boundaries i:2 ) 

state N/A code county N / A  code 

state N / A  code countv N / A  code 
-- 

I I. Form Prepared by 
- 

nameititle S. 'Illen Chan,bcrs, 3s. f o r  

organization V i r z i n l a  H i s t o r i c  Landnarks Commission date January 1982 

221 Governor S t r e e t  
telephone 

(8ClL) 736-31L4 
street & number 

Kichrr.ond Virg in ia  23219 
city or town state 

12. State Historic Preseawation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

- national 2. state - local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Publlc Law 89- 
665), 1 hereby nomlnate this property for inclusion nal Register and certify that i t  has been evaluated 
according to the criterla and procedures set forth 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

H. Brvan Mi tche l l ,  Executive D i r e c t o r  // '1  
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6.Representat ion - i n  E x i s t i n g  Surveys 

(2) H i s t o r i c  American Buildings Survey Inventory 
June 1958 
Library  of Congress, P r i n t s  and Photographs Division 
Washington, D. C. 

( 3 )  Virg in ia  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission Survey 
1967, 1968 
Vi rg in i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission 
221 Governor S t r e e t  
Richmond, V i rg in i a  23219 

7. Descr ip t ion  

Arch i t ec tu ra l  Analysis  

each s i d e  -- t h e  p a r l o r  t o  t h e  l e f t ,  t h e  d in ing  room t o  t h e  r i g h t .  The s t a i r  ascends aga ins t  
t h e  r i g h t  s i d e  w a l l  of t h e  h a l l  t o  a  landing a t  t h e  r e a r .  The second f l o o r  i s  reached by a  
sho r t  r eve r se  run a g a i n s t  t h e  l e f t  wal l .  T r i m  on t h e  s ta i rway is extremely simple. Each 
t r e a d  has two b a l u s t e r s ,  r ec t angu la r  i n  p r o f i l e  and sec t ion .  On t h e  f i r s t  t r e a d ,  a  l a r g e r  
rec tangular  b a l u s t e r  t akes  t h e  p l a c e  of a  newel pos t  and supports  t h e  beginning of  t h e  molded 
r a i l .  

The p a r l o r ,  t o  t h e  l e f t  of t h e  h a l l ,  is t h e  most e l abora t e ly  trimmed of t h e  rooms. On 
e i t h e r  s i d e  of a  p r o j e c t i n g  chimney b r e a s t  on t h e  end wa l l  a r e  segmental a rches  framing open 
niches.  The p l a i n ,  marbleized s l a t e  mantel i n  t h i s  room is a  l a t e r  f e a t u r e .  More than 
l i k e l y  i t  replaced a  t y p i c a l  reeded Federa l -s ty le  mantel l i k e  t h e  one s t i l l  i n  p l ace  i n  t h e  
d in ing  room. I n  t h e  d in ing  room, however, t h e r e  a r e  no arches  f lanking  t h e  chimney b r e a s t .  
Behind t h e  d in ing  room, i n  t h e  e l l ,  is a  small  enclosed secondary s t a i r ,  a  l a r g e  room now 
furnished a s  a  s i t t i n g  room, and behind t h i s ,  i n  t h e  one-story a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  k i t chen .  

The arrangement of rooms on t h e  second f l o o r  i s  s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  on t h e  f i r s t .  Bathrooms 
and c l o s e t s  have been added a s  needed, wi th  l i t t l e  s a c r i f i c e  t o  t h e  o r i g i n a l  p lan  o r  t r i m .  
Adding t o  t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  i n t e r e s t  of t h e  i n t e r i o r  a r e  a  number of handsome fu rn i sh ings ,  
many of them of Vi rg in i a  and Southern o r ig in .  

Or ig ina l ly  t h e r e  were a  number of outbui ld ings  i n  t h e  yard behind and t o  t h e  r e a r  of t h e  
house. The only one remaining is a  b r i c k  necessary,  loca ted  t o  t h e  northwest of t h e  mansion. 
This s t r u c t u r e  is a  "three-holer" and remains i n  good condit ion.  Nearby a r e  t h e  f i e l d s t o n e  
foundations of an e a r l y  b r i c k  chicken house. Other bu i ld ings  on t h e  proper ty  cons i s t  of  two 
20th-century tenant  houses, one frame and one b r i ck .  These a r e  screened from t h e  main house 
by p lant ing .  

Sandusky i s  approached from Sanducky Drive by a  c i r c u l a r  driveway bordered by both Englis  
and American boxwood. These and o the r  p l a n t i n g s  a s s i s t  i n  screening  t h e  proper ty  from a  
number of 20th-century houses nearby. (Unfortunately,  they a l s o  prevent  a  f u l l  view of t h e  
house from being seen . )  The r e a r  yard is open and enjoys a  commanding view of t h e  Blue Ridge 

Mountains. 
SAC 
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8. S ign i f i cance  

H i s t o r i c a l  Background 

C. Hu t t e r ,  who-had been h i s  former classmate a t  West Poin t .  Among t h e  Union s t a f f  who were 
a l s o  quar te red  a t  Sandusky were Rutherford B. Hayes and William McKinley. During t h e  b a t t l e ,  
a nearby barn served a s  a temporary h o s p i t a l ,  and a number of s o l d i e r s  were bur ied  on t h e  
grounds. 

Unscathed during t h e  war, Sandusky has  survived t o  t h e  present  a s  an apprec ia ted  and 
l i t t l e - a l t e r e d  home. I ts  p resen t  owners have r e s to red  i t  and main ta in  i t  i n  exce l l en t  condi- 
t i on .  Although i t  i s  now we l l  w i th in  t h e  c i t y  l i m i t s  of Lynchburg and i s  surrounded by l a t e r  
houses, enough of t h e  o r i g i n a l  yard and subs id i a ry  bu i ld ings  surv ives  t o  give a sense of t h e  
o r i g i n a l  aspec t .  

SAC 

10. Geographical Data 

Boundary J u s t i f i c a t i o n :  

The bounds have been drawn t o  co inc ide  wi th  those  of  t h e  above-described l o t  and t o  inc lu  
the  main house and i t s  surrounding yard and fou r  outbui ld ings .  






