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New proposal
faces cautious,
curious reaction

By JESSE HAGEN
Wagnerian Co-Editor

Wagner Plan 2.0 has raised some
student concerns in recent weeks.
One of the new policies plans to
eventually implement, a proposal de-
signed to increase student compe-
tency in co-curricular involvement. It
has gradually evolved into a con-
tentious piece of potential legislation.

While the administration and a fac-
tion of students are backing the pro-
posal, a band of students have
expressed reservations with the pro-
posal, with some disliking the pro-
posal in its current format, and others
discarding the logic behind the idea
allogether.

“I think both sides should be
heard,” said SGA President Micacl
Pinto, adding that a vote on the issuc
will oceur at the next SGA meeting,
on Nov. 17 at4:30 p.m. in Spiro Hall
4. The ballot will include a box for
those voting in favor of the proposal,
a box for those voting against the pro-
posal. and « box for those voting that
the current format of the proposal
needs added revisions. At this point, it
is unclear exactly what effect the vote
will have on the proposal.

A vole s important for us to
gauge the sentiment of the student

body,” said Dr. Annc Love, dean of
academic and carcer development,
“Cerlainly the concerns and the ques-
tions can help us o creale a program
that works {or students.”

However,  when  questioned
whether poor student reception could
strike down the proposal or just
merely restrueture it, Love confinmed
that it would more likely be a re-
structuring, which has become a con-
cern to some students who feel that
they are not being given an equal
voice regarding the potential future
legislation.

Sarab Sutliff, a vocal opponent of
the proposal, raised several concerns,
including the lack of a fair student
voice at an SGA meeting when the
proposal was first discussed. “This is
not in the student’s best interests,”
said Sutliff, “we've been told that our
vole will not have an effect on
whether the proposal is pushed
through or not, that it will merely be
served to redesign the proposal.”

The SGA meeting on Nov. 3, two
weeks after the proposal had been in-
troduced to students at the previous
meeting, reopened the proposal to
discussion, Love, President Guarasci
and Curtis Wright were in attcndance
to back the proposal and field ques-
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Alison Maresco and Peter Morano were crowned 2009 Homecoming King and Queen.

Homecoming 2009
rocks West Lot despite rain

By NIDHI KHANA
Nation and World
Editor

As the big event approached, hun-
dreds of Wagner swudents sported
shirts supporting their pick for Home-
coming King or Queen. Fralernitics,
sororities and other various student

organizations  designed  country
themed banners and displayed them
throughout the Main Dining Hall.
The Seahawks™ home game on Sat.,
Qct. 24 built up anticipation through-
out the campus.

On game day, the muggy, rainy
skics could have dampened people’s
moods. Nevertheless, the bleachers
were filled  with entbhusiastically

screaming fans beaming with Sca-
hawk pride, cager 1o cheer on the
football team.

Carly Tosh, the assistant director of
Co-Curricular Programs, commented
on Saturday’s gloomy forecast. She
said, “I was thrilled that the weather
held out for almost the entire game
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Founders Day event held
to celebrate Wagner’s 126th anniversary

By STEPHANIE
BUSCEMA
Wagnerian Co-Editor

In a lecture hall filled with stu-
dents, faculty and adminmistration,
the college held its Founders Day
2009 on Oct. 15, celebrating Wag-
ner’s 126th anniversary.

Located in the Spiro Hall, the
cvent opened with a welcome from
President Richard Guarasci fol-
lowed by a prayer by Chaplain
Richard Michael. Next, Wagner’s
college historian, Lee Manchester,
spotlighted Main Halt’s 80th An-
niversary. He presented old photo-
graphs of Wagner showing its
history throughout the years.

Wagner College was originally
named Wagner Lutheran College
and was located in Rochester, New
York with no more than 60 students,

all young men. They attended the
college to study and then join the
seminary. There were English and
German speaking congregations. In
1916, the school expressed a desire
to move from Rochester (o New
York City. Pastor Sutter took on the
responsibilities of looking for a new
campus. In 1918, Wagner Lutheran
College relocated to Grymes Hill,
Staten Island.

President Guarasci spoke about
Wagner’s location overlooking the
harbor. He states, “The harbor rep-
resents to all of us, promise.” Water
is symbolic of rebirth, making the
college’s new location appropriate.
When discussing thehistory of Wag-
ner, Manchester displayed a photo
of construction plans that were
never carricd out, duc to the De-
pression in the 1920s. Manchester
continued discussing the architec-
tural signature of Main Hall. Therc
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Pictured is one of Wagner College’s first dormitories.

were many myths about the (owers
being uneven at the top of the hall.
Once myth stated that it was sym-
bolic of separation of church and
state, while another said that it rep-
resented the amount of men and
women at the college. Inactuality,
1t was simply common of the Colle-
giate Gothic Style 1o have u cven

tops. [n addition, the theater was a
banquet hall and a gymnasium used
by the students.  Pastor Sutter’s
grandson, Frederick K. Sutter was
also present at the cvent.  He
showed a little clip of a 11im his
mother had made. He found the

Continued on Page 5
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Come to our
meelings
Mondays at 8:30 p.m.
located in Union 204

At the Oct. 20 SGA meeling, Dr.
Anne Love presented the newest
mitiative the College 18 working
toward, Co-Curricular Competencies.

[ had planned on putting forth a
resolution  of support for the
program, but because | noticed the
students still had many questions and
concemns, [ decided to invite Dr. Love
back with Dr. Guarasci for the
meeting on November 3.

Now myself and others in SGA
have been part of the conversation of
this initiative for the better part of two
years which is why T felt strongly
about having full student support
before it became a part of the Wagner
Curriculum. So what I’d hike to do is
present some of the questions ['ve
heard the most and try to answer
them in the hopes of squashing
rumors and putting forth the facts.

Question 1: How does this help us
in the long run? It only makes
Wagner look good, not us.

The implementation of  this
program will make Wagner stand out
from other colleges, but it will also
make Wagner’s diploma stand out as
well. In a very high-competitive work
environment, we want something that
will stand out to our potential
employees.

Having this acknowledgment of
competency shows the employers
that we are just as capable of success
outside the classroom as we are inside
the classroom. Being able to show we
can implement what we learn in the
classroom and take it outside will be
abig boost for us when we are on job
hunts.

So. to recap, yes, it does make
Wagner look good, but at the same
time it makes us look good by
heightening the degree of Wagner’s
diploma. It will help us out in the fong
run by selting us apart from our
competitors for jobs.

Question 2: Why should someone
who has just met the bare minimum
get the sume recognition as T will get
when | have gone above-and-beyond
the requirements?

This question hit close to home
when | was first discussing this
proposal with members of SGA. And
to be honest, I don’t think it would be
fair that someone who shows up to 5
meetings a year gets the same credit
as that club’s presidents who runs all
the meetings and events,

What [ can offer is a similar
situation to a student who just gels by
with a 2.0GPA and the student who
works endlessly for a 3.9. While both
students receive the same Wagner
diploma, a special distinction is given
to the student who have earned the
3.9. I believe this special distinction
or henors designation will only be
fair for this program as well.

To be perfectly frank, exactly how
this will be done is not known. Which
is why it’s very important to have as
much student input and voice in this

By Michael Pinto
SGA President

Message from the
‘Oval’ office

oo R

as possible. While this program is
looking to start a test run in the
upcoming years, all the nuts and bolts
are not fully in place, and for this to
be a successful program it will need
the support from as much of the
student body as possible.

Question 3: Do the students have
any real say in this program?
This is the question | have heard most
often. “Do we reatly have a say?” or
“Will it happen whether we back it or
not?” Both these questions are
important  and  valid  ones.
While this program will most likely
be happening within the next couple
of years, as I stated above, the success
of it will rest on the student’s
shoulders.

Helping create the rubrics and
sitting on the review panels will not
only help build up your own resume
and strengths, but it will be leaving
behind a foundation lor students
down the road to follow,

When they come and partake in the
program, they will see how active the
students are involved in it, from all
aspects, and it shows that the students
care about what they are getting for
their Wagner diploma.

A few years ago, the students came
together and asked for an Honor
Code to show outsiders students took
academic  honesty seriously and
valued their diploma. 1t is my hope
that the students will again come
together and support this program,
valuing the significance of a diploma
that values both lessons inside and
outside the ¢lassroom.

An outline of this proposal, which
was distributed at the November 3
mecting, is available in the SGA
Office or on our Web site.

Don’t miss the second annual
SGA-Chartwells Autumn Ball, being
held on November 7 in the Dining
Hall. This year will we have a Paris
theme, complete with a chocolate
fountain. All you need to do is swipe
your meal card and a $1 donation to a
local charity!

Last year, my predecessor used this
space as a platform to promote and
cheer on hts trivial, silly, little teams
from Philadelphia.

I, on the other hand, have resisted
the urge to carelessly usc this space
for promotional and personal intcrest.
With that said, Go Yankees!!!

Finally, congratulations to our
Seahawks on their big Homecoming
win over Sacred Heart!

Signing off,

Michael J. Pinto

SGA President

Photo: Co- Curnicular Programs

Football players and fellow students attend the pep rally
to kick off Homecoming weekend.

Homecoming 2009
brings life to campus

Continued from Page 1

and our Scahawks still won grace-
fully despite the downpour during the
last quarter!”

The Seahawks owed a tremendous
amount of credit to junior reserve
running back, Jeremy Martinez, for
their 49-28 victory over Sacred Heart.

Martinez’s efforts earned him
praise amongst his teammates and
Walt Hameline, director of Athletics.
In an interview with the Staten Island
Advance, Hameline stated, “He made
the difference. He was there when we
needed him.”

During halftime, the crowd anx-
iously awaited the announcement of
the Homecoming King and Queen.
Dressed in their finest, the nominees
nervously listened to hear the results.
Delta Nu’s Peter Morano and Alpha
Sigma Alpha’s Alison Maresco were
crowned Homecoming King and
Queen.

This year, a new set of rules was
implemented by the administration to
ensure the safety of all guests. Stu-
dents were not permitted to tailgate in
West Lot after the third quarter of the
game,

Dean of Campus Life, Ruta Shah-
Gordon felt that the changes were
beneficial, and was pleased that stu-
dents were mindful of the rules. I
thought that Homecoming was a suc-
cess. We still had some incidents, but
overall, I felt that the community (stu-
dents, alumni, families} was very co-
operative and respectful. I think that
the shortening of the time period for
taitgating and the education that
everyone did ahead of time made for
a safer Homecoming,” she said.

One anonymous student agreed
that ending tailgating early cncour-
aged more guests to walch the re-
mainder of the football game. Tosh
stated, “'‘From my observations, stu-
dents were very positive and seemed
to enjoy the events of the day.”

She also added, “In West Lot, I no-
ticed many students followed the
safety guidelines established by the

College and also took note of safety
activities that are often encouraged in
peer to peer workshops such as the
‘leave no woman/man behind,” which
refers to using the buddy system
when in a party atmosphere.”

In addition to the traditional festiv-
ities that take place during 1lome-
coming week such as the pep rally,
annual block party, the hypnotist
show and the Greek Recognition
Dinner hosted by Dr. and Mrs.
Guarasci, new events were intro-
duced this year.

The Homecoming Dance com-
menced on the night of Oct. 24 in
Gatehouse Lounge. According to Co-
Curricular, the dance had an excellent
turn out,

The Philanthropy Fair took place
on Mon., Oct. 19, and was co-spon-
sored by the Center for Academic and
Career Development and Co-Curtic-
ular. This event was intended to pro-
vide volunteer and civic engagement
opportunities to all students. “We
hosted community organizations
committed to civic engagement to ad-
vertise community-minded internship
opportunities and we had students
create interactive stations to ratse
funds for philanthropic organizations
of their choice.”

This year, the two trailblazing stu-
dent organizations to participate were
both fratemities. Tau Kappa Epsilon
hosted a Golf Swing Station, and
raised money for St. Jude Children’s
Research Hospital.

Theta Chi hosted the annual Theta
Chi Car Smash, and raised money for
Students Against Destructive Deci-
sions.

Some of the oft-campus organiza-
tions that partook in the fair included
Art of Healing, Young Adults in
Global Mission, and City Year.

Students took advantage of the nu-
merous stations at the fair, including
a ‘Build-a-Bear’ Station. “Overall,
we had a good amount of students
visit our stations throughout the af-
ternoon, and 1'm hoping more student
organizations will get involved next
year,” said Tosh.
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These new designated smoking huts have caused a
mixed reaction among students. For student reactions,

see page 12.

New structures cause

confusion among students

By SUSANNA GOOCH
Wagnerian Staff Writer

The Wagner smoking shelters have
caused quife a stir over the past cou-
ple of weeks. Smokers and non-
smokers alike  have expressed
feelings of confusion, concern and
recognition. Dean of Campus Life,
Ruta Shah-Gordon, was there to clear
up some of these misunderstandings.

Dean Shah-Gordon clarified that
this year marks the 3rd year that the
Wagner College residence halls have
been smoke free. Since this decision,
there was also a guideline set that re-
quires smokers to smoke 50 feet
away Trom all residence halls, As stu-
dents and staff may know, not all
smokers abide by these rules,

Over the past lew years, because of
these rule breakers, there have been
consistent complaints to Wagner au-
thorities that non-smokers have ex-
perienced  some  unfortunate
occasional run-ins with second hand
smoke. Non-smokers have com-
plained of having to deal with walk-
ing through smokers” paths us they
make their way into the residence
halls and smoke leaking into non-
smokers” rooms because smokers
conveniently stand under the minis-
cule awnings provided when exiting
cach hall.

When casually bringing this topic
up to smokers around campus, they
have mixed feelings about the
change. On one hand, simokers have
shared a positive outlook on the new
addition such as being able to gel a
quick fix in a more controlled envi-
ronment during inclement weather.
Some, such as Andrew Khouri, have
a simple, kind way of stating 1t, ““I
think it’s a nice thing that they did for
the winter.”

This simple acceptance is a breath
of fresh air to adminstrators who
have 1o enforce the rules while also
trying to satisfy the general consen-
sus of the campus at the same time,

On the other hand, many have de-
cided to make a joke of the shelter, At
this point in the plans of the new ad-
dition, students have been left, for the
most part, confused. Josh Thompsen,
member of the Wagner men’s basket-
ball team and non-smoker, expressed
a general feeling of surprise, clearly
when he said, “Oh, is that what it is?”

Others were concerned with its af-
fect on the current economic situation
on campus. Laura Hennig, member
of the Wagner softball team, also a

non-smoker said, I think it’s a waste
of money. I understand they're trying
1o make improvements around the
campus, but I feel that there arce other
things that are more important (o
work on.” She went on to explain the
current nonexistence of the softball
team’s batting cages that were
crushed by a tree has been a concern
of head coach Payne and staff for
quite some time now. According to
Dean Shah-Gordon, this was a nec-
essary action that needed Lo be put in
place to address a vast majorily of
students’ complaints, despite the price
it might have cost. Also, it 1s not tak-
ing anything away from the hundreds
of other concerns that are brought to
Wagner authoritics cach day.

On a lighter note, the construction
of the smoking shelter has had an ex-
tremely humorous affect on the stu-
dents. The humor of the shelter was
expressed openly by a smoker who a
reporter caught enjoying a cigarette
outside of Towers, ironically not 50
feet away from the building. Senior
Dayna Palma’s when she exclaimed,
“It’s a stupid bus stop and there are
no buses; exclamation point!” Nat
Harting, senior and sometimes
smoker summed it up by saying, “l
wait for the bus, but it never
comes....”

Allin all, this addition was put into
action to ultimately help provide
smokers with a new, more convenient
option and non-smokers with a more
reliable rule. The administration is
haping to educate the community on
the use of the shelter while also see-
ing how students use them to make
future decisions. At this time, no other
shelters are being considered.

Furthermore, a campus wide
smoking cessation program Is cur-
rently being considered in which
Wagner’s students, staff and faculty
can parlicipate,

Dean Shah- Gordon stands as one
of the administrators of many Lhat arc
working day in and day out to make
our campus the most pleasurable
place and gratifying experience they
collectively can.

And....for those of you who have
found yourself in Nat Harting’s
shoes, please note that there will
never be a bus, so you might as well
Just sit back relax and enjoy a ciga-
rette.

Agent of change:

Student creates Facebook petition group

to address Chartwells concerns

By ALEXA LYONS
Wagnerian Staff Writer

On Facebook this scmester many
students have been joining and talk-
ing about a new group that has caused
some stir around campus. Fed up sen-
ior Alex McEwan decided to create a
Facebook group to petition  the
Chartwells food program.

The Facebook group, named “Pe-
tition to Improve Chartwells FFood,”
has 663 members thus far and scems
to be growing on a daily basis. The
group allows students lo voice their
complaints aboul the [vod program at
Wagner and what changes they wish
t0 see.

McEwan’s goal is to get at least
1,000 students to join the group, and
present the petition to the president of
the school, Dr. Richard Guarasci.
McEwan states, “1 have been in-
formed that the administration’s num-
ber one concern is student retention. [
have created this group to argue that
food is among, if not the most impor-
tant factor in student retention.”

MecEwan, who is a transfer student
from The College of New Jersey, cre-
ated the group carly on in the semes-
ter due to his own malnutrition. “I’ve
been living ofl soups because it’s
from Au Bon Pain: it’s hard 1o mess
that up.” One student that claims to
have lost an average of ten pounds a
semester says, “I force down what |
can.”

His main goal is to get better qual-
ity food for all students, yet also talks
about having maore options for vege-
larians and Dbetter service at the
Hawk’s Nest. “I think it’s sad when
the best [food] days are when there
are chicken nuggets and macaron:
and cheese.”

Some of the suggestions and com-
plaints histed on the Website consisted
of adding grilled chicken to the salad
bar, better quality deli meat in Stack-

ers, a more sufficient way of dispos-
ing trash, the abscnce of trays, more
vegetarian options and multi-cultural
oplions, and the “inflexible™ hours for
when the dining hall is open.

Complaints about the TTawk’s Nest
also came reigning in on the message
board, some including the variety ol
food served, One poster described an
experience in which she found a dead
beetle in the bottom ol her pre-pack-
aged salad bowl.

Another common suggestion was
to increase the transfer option price (o
over $5. Many students on the forum
complained about only being able to
buy their food for $5, and using up
their flexi-cash very quickly because
a drink is an extra expense. One stu-
dent also adds, “Have take
out/Hawks Nest food available
around the clock, but specifically be-
fore 8 a.m. and after 9p.m. This is
right when classes start and end and it
is difficult to find quick options of
food to eat.”

Sophomore Katic MacPherson has
also formed her own opinions on
Chartwells through her personal ex-
perience in the dining hall. Last se-
mester, while cating  lunch,
MacPherson got quite a surprise
when she found a dead caterpillar in
her snap peas. “It was disgusting,,”
says MacPherson, another member of
the petition group. She made her dis-
covery known to Chartwells employ-
ees, who told her that due to the
arganic nature of the food. there
would be nothing they could do about
it. “I haven’t eaten any form ol salad
or green vegetable [in the Dining
hall] since.”

Other posts were from students
who had either attended or visited
other schools where Chartwells is the
food provider, They said that they do
not face as many problems, A student
from Northeastern University says
that they have “fresh melon, berries,
and grapefruit every morning.” An-

other student from SUNY Purchase
talks about her school’s vegetarian
station, burgers that are actually made
i front of you rather than just sitting
under a lukewarm light, and bottled
drinks that can be put toward your
meal plan rather than having to con-
tinually refill excessive amount of
cups.

Some other suggestions included
increasing hours. Another student
said. “On long weekends like fall
break there 1s hardly any options to
eat and the hours are so limited. 1
would be nice if they could at least
keep the same hours so those of us
who have to stay here could still eat.”

“This 1s not an attack on the
Chartwells employees,™ group cre-
ator Alex Mclwan states. “[f is not
their fault, they do their best, but the
corporation provides them with the
lowest grade ingredients possible... |
contend that Chartwells can make
better food on their budget.”

In a message sent to all members
of the group on Oct. 14, McEwan
said that Lawren Kantor. the new di-
rector of dining scrvices  for
Chartwells reached out and asked for
student feedback from the group’s
{orum. A Tist was compiled by McE-
wan, and since then some changes
have already been made.

Many have noticed new options in
the Hawk’s Nest including pre-cut
and packaged vegetables as well as
fresh grapes. More vegelarian entree
options have also been introduced, in-
cluding veggie burgers.

I you have any personal comments
or concerns aboul the food program
at Wugner, you can 2o to

www.dineoncampus.com/wag-
nerfindexcim?emd=comments, and
have them be heard.

What group members are saying:

“The thing ["ve never understood is that a transfer at the Hawks Nest does not include
a drink. [ mean if it’s a meal transter what meal doesn’t have a drink?”

“Chartwells sucks!™

“MORE VEGITARIANT! It’s absolutely ridiculous....I know 6 vegetarians not includ-
ing myself and 1 know there’s more....we need more options. And what’s with transfer
hours?! That needs to be done with.”

“Wraps outside of the sandwich line would be nice so we can make our own quesadil-
las and sandwiches outside of what they have available in the sandwich line. I know
that you can ask for a wrap but it takes sooo long sometimes”

“If we could get more fresh fruit choices to maybe go on the salad bar that’d be awe-
some. Like some sort of fresh fruit salad...cantaloupe, strawberries, melon, grapes,

pincapple?”

“Fresh fruit would be so amazing to have!!!”

“{ also think they should was the dishes/cups/silver wear better. 1 usually discard 4-5
bowls before I can (ind one without someone else’s left over ice cream on it...”

“Also, can we discuss the topic of the dining hall being open at all hours?? some peo-
ples schedules don’t always work with theirs and it’s really frustrating. who eats din-
ner at 4 30 when we’re all going to bed closer to 1 or 2 in the morning....”




PAGE 4, The Wagnerian

CAMPUS NEWS

Nov. 11, 2009

Halloween haunts that crept through campus
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The resident assistants put their scariest faces foward for this year's Towers of Terror.

Res Ed holds 4th annual
Towers of Terror

By STEPHANIE
BUSCEMA
Wagnerian Staff Writer

The Dcpartment of Residential
F:ducation hosted its fourth annual
Towers of Terror, located in the
basement of Towers residence hall.

The idea was launched in the fall
0f 2006 by assistant resident direc-
tor of Towers, Gareth “Shui” Shu-
mack. At the time, Shumack came
up with the idea after realizing how
scary the Towers basement appears.
Admission to the terror-filled base-
menl cost a dollar or one canned
good which was later donated to
charity. Since that time, in its third
and fourth year, the event is now
completely free to students and
other members of the Wagner com-
munity.

Participating in the event are the
members of the Res I'd staff who
dressed in ripped and shredded
clothes with intricate makeup creat-
ing a horror filled scene. A Wagner
alumn, Emehia Martin, has done the
makeup, hair and effects for the
event. Since her senior year in
2006, Martin has participated in the
event lending her expertise. A grad-
uate of the AVEDA school, she cur-
rently takes a stage hair and makeup

class at Wagner as an adjunct fac-
ulty member in the theater depart-
ment.

Each year, the staff looks at the
scenarios from the year before to
decide which to scenes to keep and
to change. From there, it is deter-
mined how many actors are needed
and what supplies will need to be
purchased. The responsibilitics are
usually divided up among commit-
tees which include advertising , vol-
unteer coordination, inventory
coordination and creative develop-
ment. On the day of the ¢vent, each
committee comes together, spend-
ing time setting up the different
scenes in each room. The event
staff usually spends 10 hours setting
up and taking down the sets. Al-
though some scenes are kept and
used from year to year, the creative
team modifies certain details in
order to provide variety for students
that have attended the event before.

Resident Assistant and junior,
Frankie Tiripicchio speaks of his
involvement. He states that, “My
participation for the Fourth Annual
Towers of Terror is being a member
of the planning commitice. With the
help of other Residential Education
staff members, T aided in the pub-
licity of this event. In addition to

planning the publicity for Towers of
Terror, I will be acting in the show
on the 26th."

Attendence has increased every
year; last ycar’s count was 500 stu-
dents.  Traditionally, the event is
held on the Monday before Hal-
loween, to help the Wagner com-
munity to gel into the Halloween
spirit,

Working for over 4 hours, the ac-
tors in Towers of Terror are often in
demanding and rigorous roles that
involve screaming, constant heavy
lifting and crawling across the dingy
basement floor.

Helping in the organization of the
event, Matthew Hollingshead, resi-
dent director of Guild and Founda-
tion Hall, states, "[ personally have
been involved in the event since its
seeorul year, acting as a guide both
of those years. It is an incredibly sat-
1sfying feeling to be involved in
such a huge undertaking and have
$0 many people enjoy it.”

He added, “The event has staying
power, and as long as the residents
appreciate it, we will keep doing it.
As a resident director, 1 don't often
get the opportunity to be involved
in something so creative, it is a great
outlet for me. It is always a lot of
work, but it is always worth it."

_ Photos: Alex DeSione and Sllophaie Buscema
Left: a vampire looms next tc a fake guillotine.

Right: NSU (top) and PSS (bottom) in their costumes.

Wagner hosts
Haunted Main Hall

By STEPHANIE
BUSCEMA
Wagnerian Staff Writer

The Marketing Club held its
4th annual Haunted Main House.
Headed by Professor Frank DeS-
imone, advisor of the marketing
club, students were dressed in
costume and decorated rooms in
order to provide a Halloween at-
mosphere.

The basement was run by the
Nubian Student Union, wearing
black attire and white face paint.
Other groups involved that were
dressed in costume were the

Promising Student Society and
the Civie Engagement Certificate
Program. The students involved
in Civic Engagement also with

Cass Freedland, the director of
the Center for Leadership and
Service, provided an activity
room for children. Equipped
with beads, pipe cleaners, stick-
ers and crayons for coloring, the
room was filled with children
dressed in their costumes, Juice
boxes and candy were avaitable
as a snack for the children.

Selup began at 10:30 a.m The
event began at 2 p.m. and ended
at 5 p.m. Admission was free for
all.

Photos: Jessica Ramsey

On Sun, Nov. 1, the Mosaic Coalition held its annual
Celebrate Diversity event. This year, the free event fea-
tured Egyptian, Ghanaian, Native American, Nigerian,

Russian and Tunisian cultures. The Moscaic Coalition 1s a
joint project of Wagner College and the Center for Inter-
personal Development. Members of the Staten Island and
Wagner community filled the Spiro Sports Center and
were treated to culturals foods, crafts and dancing.



Nov. 11, 2009

CAMPUS NEWS

The Wagnerian, PAGE 5

New ‘co-curricular
competency’ proposal going
through contentious
student review process

Continued from Page 1

tions from students.

Guarasct and Love emphasized
that the proposal will not affect cur-
rent students, but that the option to
participate in an early version of the
proposal would be available perhaps
as early as next year. The proposal
would only pertain to undergraduate
students. Guarasci also addressed
concerns that the proposal emphasiz-
ing student engagement was being
enforced and created by administra-
tors. “This [proposal] is not entirely
derived from the administration,”
said Guarasci, “this was written with
the mission statement of the college
in mind, which has been longstand-
ing.”

Love offered more defense of the
goals ot the proposal in an interview
with the Wagnerian.

“[This program would] demon-
strate some of the skills and abilities
that students lcarn across disciplines,”
said Love, who initially presented the
proposal at the SGA meeting, “it
would be a way for students to say
that they’ve achieved some of these
co-curricular competencices.”

Love also explained the proposal
as a program sct up lo ensure that fu-
ture Wagner students would be com-
pefently involved in co-curricular
activitics. The current proposal calls
for each student to report 1o 2 two
person team- likely composed of an
older student, and a student affairs ad-
ministrator or a faculty volunteer.
Euch team will review an online port-
folio (eportfolio), demonstrating the
student’s co-curricular involvement.
They will also have a conversation
with the student. 1 s then up to the
team to determine whether each stu-
dent has demonstrated appropriale
co-curricular competencies. The rul-
ing of the review team would appear
somewhere on each student’s

“record,” — a word change that was
made to the proposal after objection
arose surrounding the use of the word
“transenpt.”

“The idea 1s that students will be
engaged in an aclivity, or a combina-
tion of activities,” said Love, “many
students are already engaged in a lot
of activities, but the piece this would
add for them to bring it all together
would be a reflective essay- called a
‘citizenship autobiography.™ This
essay, as well as photos and maybe
video would be included in the eport-
folio. Love continued in saying, “this
extra step of reflection and discussion
is going to prepare Wagner students
better, we believe, for the demands
afier they graduate.” Love added that
the compelency does not necessarily
have to be fulfilled with on-campus
activilies: part-time jobs and other
outlets of student engagement may
also be enough to fulfill the require-
menl. Demonstrating this compe-
tency, under the current proposal,
would be required in order lor 4 stu-
dent to graduate.

While some students who spoke at
the SGA meeting praised the mission
of the proposal, the idea that the co-
curricular involvement would be a re-
guirement inspired a noticeable level
ol skepticism among others. Some
commented that requiring the partic-
ipation would make it seem like
work, causing students to lose the
passion they may have had 1o partic-
ipate in activities before. The admin-
istration countered that most students
already are engaged in some way and
that having this on record would
merely validate the effort already put
in. This raised uneasiness that stu-
dents who put in extra effort for cer-
tain organizations would receive the
same muarle as those who put in less
clfort.

Others expressed apprehension of
another time commitment bemng

added on to already overburdened
students. “It would be a further im-
position on student’s time, and we al-
ready have so many requirements,”
said Sutliff.

Love acknowledged the fears be-
hind another requirement, “There’s
some concemn about another require-
ment, and what the time commitment
is. I we were imposing this on cur-
rent students, 1 think 1 would share
that concem.”

The administration has stated (hat
they feel that the proposal will lead to
more students being drawn 1o Wag-
ner, but that has raised doubts as well.
“Half of my Freshman LC trans-
ferred, because they were disgusted
with the amount of inane require-
ments, and half of their courses
wouldn’t cven transfer to other
schools,” said Sutliff, “I don’tunder-
stand how more requirements will in-
crease  student retention  or
enrollment.”

While the majority of students are
Just hearing about this new proposal,
SGA Senate voted on the proposal
and approved it with a vote of nine to
seven, however they raised a handful
of similar aforementioned concerns.

The faculty’s views on the pro-
posal are a little fuzzy. While a hand-
ful of faculty members on a special
board have approved and reviewed
the proposal, while also expressing
rescrvations about the extra time
commitment, there are faculty mem-
bers who have not yet heard about the
proposal.

“T have talked to faculty who are
not aware of whal the proposal en-
tails,” suid Pinto. There is a planned
town hall meeting, which will be
open (o students, on December 1 at
4:15 p.m. in Spiro 2, where the pro-
posal will be discussed among faculty
members.

Founders day celebrates
Wagner anniversary

Continued from Page 1

16mm films that his mother had
made in the 1920s when he was
emptying out his house and went
down to the wine cellar for the last
time. The video clip showed the
Wagner vs. Princeton football game
in 1929,

After Sutter spoke, Vocal Syn-
ergy sang a few songs including the
Alma Mater written by Frank Be-
tancourt ‘41. Following the musi-
cal interlude, Assistant Dean of
Campus Life, Curtis Wright, hon-
ored student groups such as the
Civic Engagement Certificate Pro-
gram, the Rugby team, Alpha Phi
Omega, Omicron Delta Kappa, the
Football  Leadership  Council,
Kappa Sigma Alpha and Alpha
Delta Pi.

Representatives from cach group
approached the podium giving a
short speech, discussing their
group’s accomplishments and ex-
pressing their gratitude 1o the fac-
ulty and administration.

Dr. Donald Hensley, professor of
English who recently retired was
given Wagner College’s Legacy
Award, presented by Student Gov-
ermnment Vice President, Cassandre
Annarumma.  Hensley was not
present o receive the award, but Dr.
Anne Scholler accepled the award
on his behalf.

Student Government Association
President, Michael Pinto, then
spoke about looking ahead to Wag-
net’s future. Closing remarks were
spoken by Dean Anne Love bring-
ing an end to the Founders Day cel-
ebration.

Did you know?

Wagner's first location
was in Rochester, NY

The Sutter Oval is
named after Pastor
Frederic Sutter, Wag-
ner College's Staten Is
land founder and
trustee chairman for
40 years.

The-architecture of
Main Hall is Collegiate
Gothic Style

Top: A sign at the rally. Bottom: Justin Scalzo, the organizer
of the trio to D.C. walks with fellow students and protestors.

Wagner students walk
for equal rights

By TIFFANY GAINES
Wagnerian Staff Writer

It was a gorgeous, perfect, end of
summer kind of day where the blue
cloudless sky paralleled the peace-
ful nature of the “Equality March”
that took place on Sun., Oct. t], in
Washington D.C. However, only if
there was a rainbow in the sky could
it possibly mirror the beauty that
was found within the inspiring
crowd that boasted every color, gen-
der, and orientation n ong asscm-
blage of unity.

For some, it seemed like a day
that marked the end of summer, but
for over 200,000 attendees, it was
about a new beginning. It was a day
devoted to the start of an era where
we could finally live in a country
that truly recognizes equality for all.

Among the 200,000 who came to
march, were 28 Wagner students.
Justin Scalzo, junior Theater Per-
formance major, organized this trip
out of his own passion for equality.
Scalzo says, “When | heard that the
National Equality March was taking
place, 1 felt it was a worthwhile
cause and was determined Lo get as
many people from Wagner lo aticnd
as possible, especially since (he pur-
pose of the march directly alfects
many students here.” Due (o his per-
severance and commitment to this
cause, Scalzo was able to acquire
donations from Wagner, and the
theater department, which enabled
the group of students to board a
“U.S. Coach Ways™ 28-passenger
mini-bus at 7 a.m. heading (o the na-

tion’s capital. for only ten doliars.

Through the streets of Washing-
ton, past the White House and other
national landmarks, Waener's 28
representatives marched for 2 4
miles (o the Washington Monu-
ment.

Courtney Sowinski, Wagner at-
tendee, describes why she attended
the march. “We’re all people, we'rc
all equal...why is the government
telling us that we are not? 1t’s such
a hard blow. There are so many ben-
efits to marriage that they (lesbian,
gay, bisexual and transgender peo-
ple) don’t have access to.”

The event was covered nationally
by CSPAN and CNN and is already
being regarded as having a huge im-
pact, onc that many people hope
will change the course of history
such as the march i 1963 where Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr. detivered his
famous “T have a dream™ speech.

“Hey Obama, let Mama marry
Mama,” was respectfully recited as
they marched down the streets car-
rying signs that boasted rainbows
and words of love and peace.
Among those who marched were
many celebrities such as Kristen
Chenoweth, Cynthia Nixon, and
Lady Gaga, many of whom pre-
sented moving speeches. Other per-
formances included, “Let the
Sunshine In”, by Broadway’s re-
vival cast of “Hair.”

As the sky darkened at the end of
that beautiful day in D.C. one thing
was sure: those who believe in true
equality will never let their dreams
grow dim.
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Californians wait in line for free H1N1 vaccinations given

at local clinic.

Wortld leaders take
action agamnst H1N1

By MELANIE
VALENCIA
Wagnerian Staff Writer

The HINI pandemic, commonly
known as swine flu has killed over
4,525 people worldwide with over
378,223 laboratory confirmed cascs
according to the World Health Or-
ganization (WHO). The controversy
caused by HINI has had appalling
consequences in all the countries it
has attacked. Starting in April, it iso-
lated Mexico City for over a week.
Egypt was also affected by a prema-
ture measure made by its leaders who
determined to exterminate all of its
300,000 pigs to prevent the country
from contracting the virus. Since
trash recolicction depends on the pigs
cating all the organic waste, Cairo
now has garbage piles all around the
metropolis with nobody to take care
of them,

It has been as much of a hurdle for
the people as it has for health care
providers who found the only med-
ication to treat the virus to be Tamiflu
(generic name Oseltamivir). The
virus easily became resistant to this
treatment and the only alternative at
this point 13 Relenza (generic name
Zanamivir) which has also shown to
be resistant in several individuals.
Even testing for the disease has been
banned in several places including the
Livingston County Department of
Public Health which 1s determined to
not differcntiate influenza from swine
flu in its upcoming scasonal report.
They sustain that health officials have
proved that the swine flu is not any
more dangerous than the regular sea-

sonal flu. The development of a vac-
cine is the only hope for the several
nations who are fighting against the
infection and want to prevent it from
spreading. As of October 1,000 chil-
dren in the UK are part of a control
study (o determine the effectivencss
of the vaccine that will come out to
the public.

With a third more people from the
Wagner Community inctuding stu-
dents, staff, administrators and fac-
ulty getting the flu vaccine, a lot of
them are still waiting to get immu-
nized against swine flu. This vear,
there was an increase of about 90%
in the number of people who turned
out to receive the vaccine.

Over 60 people have confirmed
they want to get vaccinated against
HINTI to the Head of the Health Serv-
ices Department, Kathleen Oberfeldt.
She expects 1o receive the supplies
during the first or second week of
November and is certain that more
people will want to get vaccinated.
Nevertheless, students should know
the supplies will be first come, first
served and directed to people 19
years old and younger.

“First round to Pregnant women,
followed by caregivers to children 6
months of age and under, then to our
students working in any health care
facility, (nursing home, hospital etc, ..
) then our general population.” It is
certainly up to every individual to
take preventive measures such as
covering their mouths while cough-
ing, washing their hands appropri-
ately and maintaining good hygiene
overall.

MMatim for the Nation and World page

1s compiled from:

CNN.com
The Boston Globe
- Fox News
The National Review
The Guardian
'BBC News

Nation and World

.. a bi-weekly review of major national and worldwide news

World shocked over Obama’s
Nobel Peace Prize

By SCOTT ALTER
Wagnerian Staff Writer

President Obama walked to the
rose garden at the White House on
Fri., October 9. News anchors told
viewers that the nation’s 44th Presi-
dent was going to give a speech re-
garding  his  recent historic
achievement. Obama was informed
by the Norwegian Nobel Committee
that he won the Nobel Peace Prize.
The President scemed to be just as
shocked and surprised about the news
as the rest of the nation.

Obama stated, “1 do not view it as
recognition of my own accomplish-
ments, but rather as an affirmation of
American leadership on behalf of as-
pirations held by people in all na-
tions.” Obama accepted the award as
what he called, “a call to action.”

People worldwide are debating
whether Obama really deserved the
award and also feel recognition
should have been given to someone
who has accomplished at least one
task for peace. Others believe that
honor should have been given to
someone who 1s determined to ac-
complish a set of goals aimed at pro-
moting peace in the world,

Obama tried to address both critics
and supporters as he explained why
he did not deserve the award. “To be
honest, T do not feel that [ deserve to
be in the company of so many of the
transformative figures who’ve been
honored by this prize — men and
women who’ve inspired the entire
world through their courageous pur-
suit of peace.” He added, “But Talso
know that this prize reflects the kind
of world that those men and women,
and all Americans, want to build — a
world that gives life to the promise of
our founding documents. And |

know that throughout history, the
Nobel Peace Prize has not just been
uscd to honor specific achievement;
i’s also been used as a means to give
momentum to a set of causes.” He
reasoncd that accepting the award ts a
sign to all nations to confront the
challenges of the 21st century.

Thorbjom Jagland, the chairman of
the Norwegian Nobel Committee,
said, “Only very rarely has a person
to the same extent as Obama captured
the world’s attention and given its
people hope for a better future. We
are not awarding the prize for what
may happen in the future, but for
what he has done in the previous year.

We could hope this will enhance
what he 1s trying to do.”

Obama was awarded the Nobel
Peace Prize approximately eight
months after taking the oath of office.
He was nominated on Feb, 1, The
sudden and too soen win has stirred
controversy o a pile of infamous
controversial 1ssues surrounding his
administration.  Rush Limbaugh,
commented about Obama’s accept-
ance speech on The Rush Limbaugh
Show and said, “President Obama ac-
cepts this not as a recognition of his
own accomplishments, but as an ‘af-
firmation of American leadership’.
Allow me to say, Mr. President, that if
you accepted it on behalf of your ac-
complishments, what accomplish-
ments, Sir?” John Miller, a journalist
for the National Review, said,
“Obama isn’t the first American pres-
ident to win the Nobel Peace Prize,
but he’s the first to win it without
having accomplished
anylhing...Obama’s award is simply
the projection of wishful thinking.”

Rachel Campos-Dufty, a contribu-
tor for Anderson Cooper’s AC360
disagreed with the Nobel Peace Prize

Committee to give Obama the award.
She stated, 1 was shocked, and I'll
tell you what: I find a lot of irony that
the guy who won the Nobel Peace
Prize won’t meet with the Dalai
Lama because he’s kowtowing to just
about the worst human rights abuser
in the world, the Chinese govern-
ment.  So, yeah, I'm shocked and
when T think of the Nobel Peace Prize
winner, the quintessential one, I think
of Mother Teresa.”

Some prominent individuals sup-
ported the Norwegian Nobel Com-
mittee’s decision. Former Vice
President Al Gore said, “I think it is
thrilling that the Nobel Peace Prize
Committee recognizes early contri-
butions made to world peace by Pres-
ident Obama. Not only is it an honor
for him, it is an honor for our coun-
try.”

He added that Obama’s focus on
climate change was responsible for
the award. “It will take some time
before people put together all of his
moves that linked his speech at the
United Nations on the phasing out of
nuclear weapons, hig shift on the mis-
sile defense program in Eastern Fu-
rope, and the movement of Russia to
Jjoin an international consensus that
confronts Iran with the need to abide
by a nuclear non-proliferation treaty,”
said Gore.

Wagner students shared their
thoughts on this historic news. Jes-
sica DiSanto, a graduate student, said,
“T just think to be elected so soon
after entering office is a little ridicu-
lous and should have been given to
someone a little less high profile and
more deserving of the Nobel Peace
Prize.”

Faith healing parents receive jail-time
for daughter’s untimely death

By STEPHANIE
BERRIOS
Wagnerian Staff Writer

A Wisconsin couple that relied
upon prayer rather than medical at-
tention to heal their dying 11 year old
daughter was sentenced to six months
in jail and ten years probation on Oc-
tober 7th for second-degree reckless
homicide.

Known by friends and family as
Kara, Madeling Kara Neumann died
on March 23, 2008, from complica-
tions of an undiagnosed but treatable
form of diabetes. Her parents Dale
and Leilani Neumann testified in Au-
gust that Kara appeared tired and
lethargic in the days preceding her
death.

They prayed for her when her con-
dition worsened. Kara died while
lying on the floor of the family’s bu-
colic home as people surrounded her
and prayed. Emergency medical

services were only called after she
stopped breathing. According to
BBC News, the Neumanns stated that
they have an “absolute belief that
both prayer and God can heal all
things.” They had not expected their
daughter to die as they prayed for her.
At the sentencing hearing, Leilani
Neumann informed the judge that her
family is caring, forgiving, and has
been misconstrued by the public as
being “religious zcalots.” “I do not
regret trusting truly in the Lord for
my daughter’s health,” she said. “Did
we know she had a fatal illness? No.
Did we acl to the best of our knowl-
edge? Yes.”

During the tial, prosecutors de-
clared that the Wisconsin couple
recklessly killed the youngest of their
four children by disregarding clear
symptoms of severe illness, as Kara
gradually grew too weak to speak,
eat, drink or walk. Judge Vincent
Howard mandated that the couple

spend one month in jail each year for
the next six years. In addition,
Howard stated that the Neumanns
would also be put on 10 years of pro-
bation, where they must permit a
nurse to examine their two surviving
children at least once every three
months.

The Neumanns must also immedi-
ately take their children to a physician
in case of any scrious injuries. Ac-
cording to BBC News, the judge told
the Neumann family that their scn-
tence would provide them with the
opportunity to “think about Kara and
what God wants you to leam [(rom
this.”

In the same breath, he also men-
tioned that the parents were “very
good people, raising their family, who
made a bad decision, a reckless deci-
sion.” “God probably works through
other people, some of them doctors™
added Howard.
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By JENN INZETTA
& CHARISSE WILLIS
Wagnerian Staff

[Editors Note]: Charisse Willis'

column, “Seven Classes. Three Jobs,
One Column, " will return in the next
issue of the Wagnerian. In its place
a new Opinion feature called “Two
Sides will feature two writers dis-
cussing and debating a topic.

From: Jenn Inzetta

To: Charisse Willis

Control. Power. The need to be in
charge of one’s own actions. We’ve
all felt the need to take control, to be
in charge. and to feel as though we
have power over what happens to us.
Most deal with this need by cleaning,
labeling their books, or alphabetizing
their DVDs. Bul Irene Vilar, trapped
n an extreme situation, dealt with this
in an extreme way. In an attempt lo
free herself from the burden of a dif-
ficult marriage, Trene Vilar stopped
following her husband’s orders to
take birth control, became pregnant,
and then had an abortion. She did this
15 times.

The article I read about this woman
was titled “Memoir of'a former abor-
tion addict.” After seeing the title, |
was shocked, appalled and horrified
that a woman would purposely con-
ceive a child only to terminate it, not
only ending the chance at a life but
putting herself in danger as well. |
dido’t know why this woman did this
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Two sides:

Motherhood and abortion

or what her motives were, but | knew
I was angry. | knew her actions were
inexcusable.

Then, T read the article. The title,
which labels Irene as an abortion ad-
dict, and the article itseif present two
entirely different images of the same
womarn. While the title grabs readers’
attention and certainly ignites a reac-
lion, it is the article that gives real in-
sight into this woman’s situation,

Instead of discussing the morality
of her actions, instcad of starling an-
other pro-life versus pro-choice de-
bate, lets discuss what it was that
drove this woman to such a contro-
versial and dangerous action. Her
home life was unhappy; her husband
was controlling and believed that
children would bring nothing but un-
happiness. The only way he would
marry Vilar was if she promised to
not have children.

How suffocating must her life have
been if her need for control drove her
to conceive a child that she knew she
would abort? She had fifteen abor-
tions. Fifteen times she got pregnant.
fifteen times, afraid of losing her hus-
band, her moment of rebellion over,
Irene would abort the baby. When she
got to the third or fourth time, [ am
sure Irene knew how the pregnancy
would end. But still, she stopped her
birth control.

Irene deseribes her actions as a
means of self determination, a family
trait that spans across generations.
Vilar’s mother actually committed
suicide by jumping from a moving

car, while her daughter sat next to her,
in an attempt to regain control, In
comparison, Irene Vilar’s attempt at
control is no less tragic.

The need for control, the desire to

IMPOSSIBLE
MOTHERHOOD
Tostipmmy of dw \bwsriieny bt
TRENE VILAR

i Ii_ ..II'

-

“Impaossible Motherhood”
inspired the article which this
debate is based off of.

have some power is a problem for
many, but Irene Vilar’s case, and
upon reflection her mother’s as well,
1s a tragic case. Whatever your opin-
ion on what she did, however wrong
it was, we have to stop to consider her
desperate desire for self determina-
tion, her desire to realize that she was
a complete person in control of her
own actions.

From: Charisse Willis

To: Jenn Inzetta

You are right in pointing out that
Vilar's case must bc looked at with
some sympathy. Though her actions
were absurd, one must question why
she made them. Her desire to be in
control can be viewed as a surface an-
swer, but | would like to go beyond
the surface and question the institu-
tions in place that allowed her situa-
tion to exist.

For example, she met her first hus-
band, Pedro Cuperman, the man she
was with for 13 of her abortions,
when she was 16 and he was 50. Dur-
ing their 11 year relationship, he re-
fused to provide her with housing or
food. How is it that this relationship,
as well as a starving young woman
suffering from depression, was over-
looked?

Many pro-life proponents felt that
it was their place to tell Vilar what she
should and should not do with her
hody, but they were nowhere to be
found when she, a poor Latino girl,
was starving on the street and being
taken advantage of by an older man.
These things did not concern the
blogger that, ignoring Cuperman’s
role in this tragic scenario, suggested
that Vilar be put in jail. Why 1s it that
no one seems (o be lashing out at
Vilar’s abusive ex-husband?

Vilar also suffered from depression
and attempted suicide numerous
times. Who, among her classmales
and friends, did not notice that she
was hurting? Who noticed and ig-

nored the signs? Why is it that our so-
ciety is taught to not reach out?

Vilar received at least five of her
abortions from the same doctor. Not
onge did this doctor call for a psychi-
atric cvaluation. In a review of Vilar’s
book, 1L is noted that only right before
the fifth procedure did the doctor
even mention that he found some-
thing odd about her coming to him so
often.

Where were the systems of support
for Vilar?

1 do not believe that Vilar is inno-
cent of any wrong doing. Pro-life or
pro-choice, 15 abortions is more than
excessive.

Vilar should be held responsible
for having 15 abortions and [ am sure
that she felt emotional and physical
pain with each procedure. However,
something is seriously wrong with a
society where a young teenage girl’s
relationship with a 50 year old man,
various suicide attempts, starvation,
and 15 abortions can go unnoticed.
Had Vilar’s book not been published,
who would have picked up on these
facts?

So, yes, Vilar is responsible for her
actions. She will have to explain her
actions to her two children and she
will have to live with what she did for
the rest of her life, but society too
needs to think about what Vilar did
and what we allowed her to do. Now
that her story is out, we too must live
with what she did.

On Sunday Oct. 11, 1 joined over
150,000 marchers in Washington,
D.C. to “Meet on the Mall for Equal-
ity.” I'm glad 1 went; but with the
newfound sense of motivation that
came with the march, there were also
some bitter realities about what the
march meant to each participant.

Let me be clear: the march from
McPherson Square (o the Capitol
Lawn was nothing short of exhilarat-

ing. Imagine what would happen if

the Pride Parade had a love child with
the nationwide protests after Propo-
sition §'s passage: exuberance and vi-
tality combined with measured, but
forceful civil protest.

I can't say I'd ever seen such a re-
spectful mass protest with so many
young people present and counter-
protesters so conspicuously absent. A
few definitely made it to cause trou-
ble, but their meager presence made
the message we've all known for ages
abundantly clear: our most vocal de-
tractors' numbers are dwindling while

Guest editorial:

Are you dedicated?

our supporters numbers are increas-
ing exponentially.

Generations X and Y may have fi-
nally converted the cynicism that
took hold during the Bush years.
Until now the visibility which came
through Stonewall and ACT-UP lured
my peers and ] into a sense of com-
placency where we've grown up ex-
pecting change to simply happen of
its own accord. Walking past the
White House, I really got the sense
that my generation is realizing we
must fight for the social changes we
want every day of every week of our
lives. This was more than Stoncwall
2.0; it was more like Stonewall 2.0.1,
a patch on our LGBTQ generation's
civi¢ reboot.

We have not sunply rediscovered
some naive optimism, we've become
expectant, unmoving, and unwilling
to settle for anything less than full
civil equality, and it's this insistent
mood thal we must maintain. The
chants heard acquired an urgency and

a force that 1 didn't feel in front of
New York City Hall last November,
when we were fighting back against
Prop 8.

Now, with Maine and Washington
belore us — two battlegrounds where
the goal seems within our reach —we
look to be on the right track. Libel
from our opponents no longer elicits
tepid responses. We're better organ-
ized, and even more motivated than
we were before.

Another incredible aspect to the
whole event was how affecting the
youngest speakers were. Tobias
Packer from Equality Florida gave a
moving speech from a young, trans
perspective; In fact, nearly every
young spcaker showed a down-to-
earth understanding of contemporary
queer thought. I was amazed, if only
to see other people outside of a uni-
versity caring about what Judith But-
ler has to say.

The best moments of the day were
the simplest. Before she spoke, Judy

Shepard took a moment to take a
photo with her cell phone before giv-
ing a brief, but poignant speech on the
need for equality for all. In just one
moment she took a completely mun-
dane act and gave it such poignancy.
I just wish Virginia Fox could have
been there to see what that moment
meant to her, and then see if she
would dare call Matthew Shepard's
murder “a hoax” once more.
Despite the pride T felt with my
generalion, 1 could sec the crowd
grow noticeably bored. We now have
a generation whose MO (Modus Op-
erendi) is hyper-caffeinated rapidity.
In order to maintain this new audi-
ence's attention, rallies like this will
likely need to become more partici-
patory. Perhaps organizers could
tweet reminders to pay attention to
what's geing on up front as a way to
Jar eyes away from cell phones.
Unfortunately, we're also a genera-
lion acutely susceptible to celebrity.
The most aggravating moment of the

day came after Lady Gaga's (highly
articulatc) speech. After she left the
podium, I tumed around to sce the
crowd shed several thousand
marchers, Part of the problem is that
they billed her as one of the main
events to a generation accustomed 1o
rock-show orders. Obviously, Dustin
Lance Black and Cleve Jones have
done more the LGBTQ community,
but they don't have the Paparazzi star
power Ms.Gaga has.

To be sure, these criticisms are re-
dundant. I'very movement has peo-
ple that are more serious about the
cause than others. But it does give me
pause before making sweeping gen-
eralizations about *Stonewall 2.0
Are we energized? Yes. Are we
angry? Yes. Are we really all com-
mitled (o dedicating the cnergy we
need o win this in the time frame we
want? Maybe.

- Marcus Swift, senior
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ModCloth

ModCloth clothing and accessories (clockwise from top left), “Matte About Sequins Jacket,”

[ IY

“Perfectly Pruned Dress,

Carnation Instant Classic Ring,

"

| Spy Necklace,” “Tulle There

Was You Dress,” “Snowfinch Headband,” and “Bradshaw Heels."

ModCloth brings low-priced
vintage to the online masses

By KELLIANN
VOLSARIO
Managing Editor

Leoking to add something to
your wardrobe that 1s fun and flirty,
colorful and classy, or maybe just a
piece that no one else owns? Well,
skip the mall, get settled on the
couch and head to ModCloth.com.

The independently owned Web-
site, dedicated to “Mod Retro Indie
Clothing and Vinlage Clothes,”
boasts everything from evening
dresses and coats to apple-shaped
soap pumps and girly espresso sets.
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The “Spot O’ Coffee
Espresso Set,” $14.99

The site’s apparel section carries
dresses, tops, bottoms, swimwear,
outerwear and intimates.

While some items can be a bit ex-
pensive, most of the pieces sold are
moderately priced. Fach item has its
own, unique name such as “Tulle
There Was You Dress” (§124.99)
and the “Frill to Pay the Bills Cardi-
gan” {$39.99).

Everyday, there are hundreds of
choices, but 1f you see something
you like, grab it before it goes out of
stock. The site’s popular items tend
to come and go extremely Fast. Cer-
tain items do come back into stock,
and there are always brand new
pieces being added each day.

While the dresses, tops and other
clothing items are undenably
adorable, providing endless outfit
possibilities, the star of the show for
ModCloth is its accessories.

This section definitely provides
the cheapest items, but it is not
cheap on the options. Everything
from statement necklaces to bangle
bracelets o crazy textured tights to
playful key caps can be found here.

These accessories, though, are
not like the endless rows of jewelry
you see in the stores. . .that all seem
to look exactly the same.

Necklaces range from pretty
strings of pearls and classic lockets
to the **I Spy Necklace” featuring a
magnifying glass, or “Cinderella’s
Necklace,” a pendant with two birds
holding up a heart between them.
These necklaces are $15.99, and the
prices vary, but are generally on the
low end of the spectrum.

The shoes sold on
ModCloth.com are also adding a
unique twist and come in a wide
range of styles and prices. You will
find the “Bradshaw Heels” for
$34.99, a fun addition to an evening
outfit, as well as casual, everyday
boots, such as the “Bloomfield
Booties” at $42.99.

The “Bloomfield Booties,”
$42.99

You can also buy flats, pumps,
sandals and sneakers in some very
interesting colors and designs that
can match any style,

ModCloth also features an apart-
ment section, This sections includes
a guitar shaped spatula ($11.99) and
a “Can’t Bear the Cold” ice tray
(§9.99). These items range from
silly to practical and can make a
great gift for anyone moving into a
new place.

No matter what kind of item you
are looking for, ModCloth presents
shoppers with options that will keep
any outfit unique and stylish.

The creator of ModCloth started
the company from her Carnegic
Mellon University dorm room, and
pursted it full time after graduation
in 2006. With the help of her
boyfriend, who manages the busi-
ness end, ModCloth became a huge
SUCCESS.

Sign up for ModCloth’s newslet-
ter to sec new items when they ar-
rive and to participate in contests.

Listen
Up!?

] Michael Buble - Crazp Love
(143/Reprisc)

Michael Bubie has established
himselfas a first-class vocalist who
brings the Great American Song-
book 1o a younger generation. At
times it seems he was born in the
wrong musical era. With previous
charl-topping singles fike “Every-
thing™ and “Home.” this Canadian

= 24 crooner’s new single “Tlaven’t Met
You Yet™ is sure to see the number one spot. His song “Everything” was
number one on the Billboard Top {00 for weeks and won a Grammy for
Best Pop Vocal Performance.  Buble started his career singing covers of
musical icons such as Van Morrison. the Beatles, and Queen. Crazy Love is
Buble's first album in over two years. Alrcady number one on the charts
beating out the soundtrack for Tivilight: New Moon, Crazy Love is contem-
porary based with both new material and reworked jazz covers of such rock
songs as The Bagles” “Heartache Tonight™ and Dean Martin®s You're No-
body Till Somebody Loves You,™ With a bluesy rendition, Buble also cov-
ers Ray Charles” “Georgia on My Mind.”
Youll love it if you like: Jaime Cutlum, Van Morrison, Five For Fighting

By Chelsea Fodero

‘The Very Best - Frarm Heart of
Africa (Green Owl)

[ today’s music 1s any indicator
of the current events in our world,
then The Very Best's debut album,
Warm Heart of Afirica, provides an
exuberant and optimistic picture of
an increasingly global and inclu-
sive human society. The group
consists of Esau Mwamwaya who
hails from Malawi. and British D)
and producer duo Radioctit. The .llbum features musicians from nearly
every continent, with collaborations between MULA, of Sri Lanka and Ezra
Koenig of Vampire Weekend, an American indie band, One of the tracks
even samples “Heart it Races™ from Australian outfit Architecture i
Helsinki, Thetr music 1s mostly sung in Chichewa, Esau’s native language,

and can most suceinetly be deseribed as A fropop™—it is thick with upbeat
African drums, cheerful steel drums, and vibrant synthesizers, This may
sound like a chaotic and nonsensical combination of genres, and cultures
for that matter, but The Very Best pull it off, Harm Heart of Africa ts in-
fectious dance party waiting to happen, from the spirited tle track to cooler
clectronic numbers like “Julia™ and quirky retro energy in “Chalo.”

You’ll love it if you like: Vampire Weekend, M.LA., El Guincho

By Naney Aracees

Paramore - Brand New Eyes
(Fucled By Ramen)

Kotted e+

paramore

Paramore is back with their third
album Brand New Eyes. Their first
single off” of the album. “lgno-
rance,” retains the flavor of their
previous album Rior. showcusing
the amazing belting abilitics of
singer, Hayley Williams, and the
deep and complex lyrics that
would make Shakespeare cry. Fans
of Paramore will love the songs “Carelul.” “Brick By Boring Brick™, and
“Playing God™ because they reflect the band’s roots. They all have the “don’t
mess with ine™ attitude that fans love from the band. yet they are given new
tunes to obsess over. The vocals mixed with the poctic messages, in songs
such as “Turn It Off" and “The Only Exception™ will break the hearts of
anyone who has ever been in love. One thing is for sure, Paramore hit the
nail on the bead with this album. Their sound is better than ever and as they
say in “Looking Up,” “they’re just getting started.” The deluxe version of
Brand New Eves includes extras such as the music video for “Tgnorance,”
including behind the scenes footage. and an acoustic version of “lgnorance,”
“Brick By Boring Brick.” and *['urn It Off.”

You’ll love it if you like: Valencia, Medicated Kisses, Flyleal
By Amanda Frechette
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ESPN Sports artist featured in
library’s Spotlight Gallery

By JACK TAMBINI
Wagnerian Staff Writer

The exhibit, “Gabe Perillo: Offi-
cial Artist of ESPN’s Sports Cen-
tury Series,” wrapped up on Oct. 30,
in the Hormann Library’s Spotlight
Gallery. The exhibit featured eleven
works by the artist, which include
oil paintings and prints on canvas
and paper. The pictures primarily
depict athletes but also portraits of
cclebrities from mid-twentieth cen-
tury America.

The artist, Gabe Perillo

Upon first entering the gallery,
one cannot help but notice the im-
posing “Horse Racing.” The pic-
ture, featuring two riders on
horseback, 1s very photorealistic;,
the horses are neck and neck, and
they appear as if they will leap off
the canvas while bits of dirt and

mud fly up off of the ground. [ 1ke
the other prints on canvas in the ¢x-
hibit, one will notice that the surface
is completely smooth.

Another stunner in the exhibit is
Perillo’s “Rocky Marciano vs. Jer-
sey Joe Walcott.” The print depicts
a boxing ring with two boxers and a
referec. The picture has been cap-
tured just after onc boxer has
punched the other in the face, splat-
tering blood can be scen. Also, sev-
eral cameras from the audience are
going off al (his moment. The
flashes of light produced by the
cameras positively glow against a
foreground containing a sea ol'men,
some angry, some excited, smoking
cigars and crowned with fedoras.

Many of Perillo’s works contain
an unusual stylistic quality: outlines.
Qutlines often tend to make things
look flat, rather than three dimen-
sional. The outlines work here,
however, as Perillo has been careful
to make sure thal the color of his
outlines fall into the same color
family as the object they surround.
For example, a person with dark
brown skin will be depicted with
purple outlines around his face.
Rather than flattening, these mive
more the impression of shadows or
reflected light.

Another unusual feature in the
exhibit 15 Periflo’s “Joe DiMaggio”
print on canvas. The baseball legend

stares past the viewer with old Yan-
kee Stadium in the background.

One might notice when observ-
ing this portrait that DiMaggio’s
face appears somewhat broader
than it really was. His line of vision
goes off to the right side of the
viewer.

If the viewer takes about two
large steps to their right, so that their
eyes meet DiMaggio’s, the canvas
will become foreshortened and his
head will appear its natural size,
Perillo is harking back to an old
Renaissance visual pun here. 1t

| L ; e - Dl
Perillo’'s “Joe Dimaggio,” one
of the works featured in the

Spotlight Gallery

causes the subject to appear more
lifelike and moveable,

The exhibit was accompanied by
a short biography of the artist as
well as memorabilia and newspaper
clippings which celebrate Penllo
over the years.

New York Film Festival premieres
Ocsar-worthy movies, “Precious”
and “Broken Embraces™

By MELISSA
SPERANZA
Wagnerian Staff Writer

As the oldest and most prestigious
film cvent in the city, the annual New
York Film Festival was the place to
catch a ghmpse of the holtest celebs
and newest films from directors all
over the world.

The forty-seventh anniversary of
the New York Film Festival was cel-
ebrated Sept. 25 through Oct. 11 at
Lincoln Center. It opened with “Wild
Grass/Les Herbes Folles,” a comedy
of manners, mystery and romance
with some of France’s finest actors.

On Oct. 3, “Precious” premiered in
the Alice Tully Theater as the Filim
Festival’s centerpiece.

“Precious” was a favorite that al-
tracted a full red carpet of stars in-
cluding Mary J. Blige and Robert
DiNero, in addition to the stars of the
movie.

“Precious,” was produced by
Oprah Winfrey and Tyler Perry and
directed by Lee Daniels.

In this astounding adaptation of the
novel "Push” by Sapphire, newcomer
Gabourey Sidibe plays Claireece
“Precious” Jones.

“Precious” is a deeply troubled
obese and illiterate 16 year old who
is abused by her mother and raped by
her father. However, after changing
schools and meeting literacy teacher,
Ms. Rain, “Precious™ is set on a new

Gabourey Sidibe

path of hope and begins to learn the
meaning of self-worth. In Hollywood
there has been talk about the filn
winning an Oscar afler receiving out-
standing reviews for the unforgettable
performances by Mo'Nique and
Paula Patton. This must-sce film also
features Marah  Carey, Lenny

Kravitz and Sherri Shepherd in sup-

porting roles.

To close the forty-seventh Annual
NY Film Festival, “Broken Em-
braces,” premiered at the Alice Tully
Theater. Directed and written by
Pedro Almodovar, this masterwork
showcased Penelope Cruz, This tale
of forbidden love and devastating loss
barrels from comedy to romance to
deeper depths of film noir

The film festival was a notable
success that intrigued its guests with

Screen-shot from “Precious” starring newcomer

audacious films and impressive
celebrities. This fegendary event has
brought exposure to the top upcom-
ing films and is definitcly worth at-
tending in the future,

Penelope Cruz stars in “Bro-
ken Embraces”
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The Men Who Stare at
Goats

Starring Ewan McGre-
gor, George Clooney,
Kevin Spacey and Jeff
Bridges, this new film
centers around a re-
porter (McGregor) who is
set on uncovering mili-
tary psychic regiments of
the Irag War. The film is
an adaptation of a Jon
Ronson book and opens
on Nov. 6.

CANME CHESLEY "SULLY™

SULLENBERGER

Big Love
The critically acclaimed
HBO polygamy series
Big Love, returns for its
fourth season this Janu-
ary. Picking up after the

death of the “prophet
Roman Grant, the Hen-
rickson family will be
rocked by murder, suc-
cess and even a cam-
paign for office.

Before Again
From Oct. 15 to Nov. 28,
the Lennon, Weinberg
Gallery in Chelsea will be
featuring Before Again,
an exhibit featuring Joan
Mitchell, Louise Fish-
man, Harriet Korman,
Melissa Meyer, Jill Moser
and Denyse Thomasos.
The gallery is located at
514 West 25 Street. For
more information visit
lennonweinberg.com.

Highest Duty
Highest Duty is life story
of Captain Chesley
“Sully” Sullenberger, the
pilot of US Airways flight
1549, who heroically
landed a plane in the
Hudson River on Jan. ||
15, 2009, saving the
lives of 1565 passengers.
The book is co-written by
Jeffrey Zaslow, co-author
of the last lecture.

Tamboril
This Latin restaurant, bar
and lounge will have its
grand opening on Nov.
13. Located at 527 Myr-
tle Avenue in Brooklyn,
the restaurant will feature
Latin-jazz jam sessions,
and special events in-
cluding fashion shows,
art shows, and private
parties. Tamboril also
features specialty cock-

By Paige Herlihy, Entertainment Editor
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Junior defensive back Frantz Placide celebrates on the field
after defeating Sacred Heart 49-28 on Saturday, Oct. 24.

Wagner defeats
Sacred Heart 49-28 at

Homecoming game

By ALYSSA AHERN
Wagnerian Staff Writer

On the erisp fall Saturday mom-
ing, the 2009 Homecoming festivi-
ties began.

This day was a true test for Wag-
ner students across the board: for the
football players to pound out a stel-
lar performance on the later rainy
and slick gridiron, for the tailgaters
to follow the extensive rules and reg-
ulations and for the Homecoming
court to look outstanding in their
dresses and suits. All these tasks
were performed with a wild atmos-
phere unhke any other at the Oct. 24
home game,

For some, the Homecoming activ-
ities off the playing field were just as
exciting as the actual game. At half
time the dance team and cheerlead-
ing squad did a somewhat “Drum-
line” battle routine. In case you
never left West Lot, the team pulled
away with a victory over Sacred
Heart, 49-28.

A huge success was awarded to
the football team as they reached the
40-point mark for the fourth time
this season. Although the scoreboard
illuminated a Homecoming victory,
the Seahawks were not always in the
lead.

The extraordinary half began with
a 3-0 Sacred Heart lead. The end of
the first quarter resulted in a Wagner
-lead of 14-6, points scored in mostly
field goals and one touchdown by
freshman RB Dominique Williams.

In the first minute of the second
quarter Sacred Heart easily moved
the ball down the field for a touch-
down. There were three fumbles by
Wagner, and two recovered by the
Seahawks. Wagner blocked a SHU
field goal.

Also to add to the excitement
there were a combined three inter-
ceptions turning the game into a toss
up with a 25-21 SHU lead at the end
of a very offensive first half by both
{eams.

Despite SHU's field goat for three
poinls carly in the second half, Wag-
ner pulled out defensively and held
thern to 28. Wagner’s offensive re-
sponded excellently with the help of
junior RB Jeremy Martinez filling in
for freshman Dominique Williams
who was injured during the first half.

Martinez had a career-high 127
yards on 24 carries and two touch-
downs. Sophmore Chaz Legette had
his second interception of the day
late in the third quarter, returning it
for a touchdown making the game
35-28 at the end of the third half.

Touchdown scorers in the Home-
coming game for Wagner were
freshman  Dominique  Williams,
freshman Nick Doscher (2 TDs),
Jjunior Jeremy Martinez (2), junior
Chaz Legette, and  junior Tyrone
Collins.  Also, freshman David
Lopez was 7 for 7 in PAT kicking at-
templs (o finish the battle at 49-28
over Sacred Heart.

The very lop-sided second half
provided for even morc to celebrate
as the Seahawks walked away with
their fourth win of the scason.

Legette and Doscher were also
honored during Homecoming game,
recieving the annual Nick Lia De-
fense MVP and the James Robb Of-
fensive MVP Award.

Wapner witl play Saturday, Oct.
31 against Duquesne in Pittsburgh,
PA.

Alumni bring competition to
Homecoming weekend

By CAROLYN SUSINO
Wagnerian Sports Editor

Although Homecoming weekend
began with a rain storm, the weather
certainly did not stop Wagner alumni
from coming back to their alma mater
to stir up some fun competition and
reconnect with their old teammates.

Both the women’s lacrosse team
and the men’s baseball team hosted
their alumni games during Home-
coming weekend, October 24-26.

Reconnecting with the
team

Before the homecoming festivities
began on Sat. October 24, the Wag-
ner College Women’s Lacrosse Team
braved the rain and headed to Fischer
Field for the Alunni game. They
promptly started at 9:15 a.m.

In the stands, there was support for
both the Alumni and current Sea-
hawks. The football team also at-
tended the game to show support
before their big game against Sacred
Heart later in the afternoon.

The Alumni held their own, with
good ball movement. Although they
were focused on having fun, they
were pretty compelitive, taking any
shots on goal they could A crowd
pleaser was when retuming atumni
Cara Gonzalez shot the ball from be-
hind her back. Although the alumni
gave the Seahawks a good workout,
they played well, breaking out some
of their recent dnills they bave been
running in practice,

Overall, Seahawks briskly moved
the ball down the field and worked
well together to win the game.

Senior Krista Malayter explained
this alumni game was considered the
last tournament of their “fall ball”
preseason play time before their real
season starts with their first home
game on February 24, against Buck-
nell University. Their preseason in-
cluded two tournaments, one against
Downingtown, PA, and one at Marist,

NY.

Malayter said that usually the
Alumni game is at the beginning of
their preseason play, however, this
year it occurred at the end. “It’s good
to have this fun end to the season,”
Malayter stated. “[t’s good to have a
reason to get everyone together and
to see everyone again. This is a just a
fun finesse game.”

A midfiglder from Connecticut
who has been with the team since
2006, Malayter called the alumni
game a “compelitive practice” and a
moment for her team (o shine. She
added, “It is a moment for us to get
together and run through our plays.”

Last year’s AJI-NEC captain, Cara
Gonzalez, came hack to the field to
play with her fellow teammates. After
the game she said, “I realize I miss
the competition a lot. It’s nice to be
back after graduation with my team-
mates.”

Although she is still at Wagner pur-
suing a Master of Busincss Adminis-
tration (MBA), she is currently
working part time in the city for Bank
of New York Mellon.

Despite her busy schedule, she has
not forgotten the game. Gonzalez has
joined a pick-up league in Manhattan
that allows her to still practice on her
craft. She added, “It’s nice to see what
everyone else has been doing.”

Kelly Blundin, another alumni that
played midfield last year, came off
the field and said, “It was the first
time that I picked up a stick in six
months. It i good to be back with the
alumni and the girls. Tt was four years
of my life and I miss 1t.”

She admits that her favorite part of
the alumni game was “connecting
with girls, feeling a part of the team,
and having that chemistry back that
we used to have.”

She is currently living in Manhat-
tan with Gonzalez. Afler graduation,
she has been working for a non profit
organization called The American
Comunittee for the Weizmann Insti-
tute of Science. She is in charge of the

fundraising and event planning for
this organization,

Clear skies for baseball

The weather ¢leared up for the an-
nual Wagner Baseball Alumni gamc
on Saturday Oct. 25. Under clear
skies, over 20 former members of the
Green & White attended the game.

Although the alumni played
smoothly, the Seahawks were able to
hold off the alumni and end with a
victory, 7-3.

Joining the event were current
Qakland Athletic Andrew Bailey and
minor league farmhands Joe Testa
(Minnesota Twins), Kyle Morrison
(Washington Nationals) and Andrew
Huebner (Baltimore Orioles). Also in
atlendance were former minor leaguc
players Joey DiGeronimo and Mike
McTamney.

The alumni team jumped ahead
with an early 1-0 lead. Joey Di-
Geronimo, a 2007 draft for the Balti-
more Orioles, started the first inning
with a walk. After moving to second
on a ground out, he scored on a line-
drive single, hit by 2007 graduate
Matt Mastrianni.  The Seahawks
fought back to grab the lead, 3-1.

However, the alumm answered
with a pair of runs at the top of the
sixth with the help of graduate Nick
Papa’s two-run double. Recent grad-
uate Chris Drechsel followed with a
line-drive single to right field, but
Papa was thrown out trying to score
at the plate.

The Scahawks scored four runs in
the bottom of the eighth holding off
the alumni, 7-3.

Senior Joe Conforti expressed that
both teams played exceptionally well.
He said, “It was both a competitve
and fun atmosphere. Our goal 15 al-
ways to beat them, but its fun to see
the current MLB players like Andrew
Bailey, or my former teammates Joe
Testa, Andrew Hucbner and Kyle
Mormison.”

Photo: David Saffran

Junior defensive
back Chaz Legette
(left) and freshman

quarterback Nick

Doscher were
‘named the recipients
of the annual Nick
Lia Defensive MVP
and the James Robb
Offensive MVP
Award during
Homecoming
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Expectations for
athletes and fans

By TYLER JEFFRIES
Wagnerian Columnist

Do professional athletes de-
serve to be held especially ac-
countable for their status?

In the wake of Michael Jor-
dan’s (MJ) recent self-righteous
Hall of Fame induction speech,
this question is perhaps more rel-
evant than it has ever been. Jor-
dan is indisputably the premier
athlete of the last 30 years, not
only in the United States but also
worldwide.

While a legitimate case could
be made for Tiger Woods, no
athlete has personified both com-
petitive excellence and extracur-

ricular opulence as much as M)
did since Muhammad Ali. But
there seems to be a substantial
difference between Ali and other
sporting figures of his era when
compared to Jordan and the ma-
Jority of professional athletes
that have followed “His Air-
ness.” This key difference is the
way in which today’s performers
respond to the hot-button secic-
tal issues within the community
at large, or rather decling to re-
spond at all.

Just a few short decades ago,
charity involvement and political
activism were common practice
for even the most famous ath-
ictes, but that is now ¢learly not
the case.

[t is oo convenient, 1oo redun-
dant, and simply too general an
approach to delve deep into the
“cash is king” kettle when at-
tempting to dissect this trend.

Rather than spend too much
lime waxing poetic about the
way things were, fans need to
consider the important questions
that this predicament yields.

First, why do we in the gen-
eral public asswme that so many
football, basketbalt, and baseball
players have anything to say?

Perhaps it is our own fault we
expect such behavior and that we
wrongly affirmed vocal and ac-
tive personalitics of yesteryear as
the norm. And who knows i the
LeBrons, Peytons , and A-Rods
of the world are even that opin-
ionated in the first place?

Afier all, these are men who
have been extremely focused on
almost only their craft since their
carly high school days, and in
turn have conditioned them-

sekves to cat, sleep, and breathe
nothing but their sport often at
the expense of tull educational
investment or a basic knowledge
of current events.

Lastly, is there a manual of
sporting decorum somewhere
slating that athletes with a large
profile must take a stance on
anything? No, of course there
isn’t.

But maybe there should be. At
minimum, there needs to be
more acknowledging of the
braver athletes from decades
past. Maybe the thought process
behind the quietness among ath-
letes today comes from thinking
that the consequences are too
costly.

Public favorability could suf-
fer and, more importantly, en-
dorsements couid be cut. But
there is an exchange that needs
to be made.

[f an athlete can tell you or me
what shaving cream, sports
drink, and car to buy then he can
at least pay his respects to the
generation prior. This shouldn’t

- be difficult, as thiswouldbea

clever way of saying something
without realty saying anything.

By giving a nod to the opin-
ionated ancestors of sporting
greatness, the current crop of
stars could make their beliefs
known with subtlety without re-
ally declaring anything provoca-
tive or potentially damaging,

Granted there’s a certain cow-
ardice that would come from
such a preventive tactic, but |
{ear this is unfortunately the
most we could come 1o expect
from our present icons.

From now on, we should ap-
plaud the occasional ballplayer
who says or docs anything that
bucks the status quo, even if it is
in actuality not very profound.

We’re now so hard pressed for
a colorfu! figure that something
as tight as a candidate endorse-
ment coming from an athlete is
considered grand.

Nonetheless, no matter how
trivial the action may be or how
much you or [ may even dis-
agree with the gesture, we need
1o help athletes realize the
greater potential they can have
as leaders in the community, and
this can be aided by our uncondi-
tional support.

The adage “with greal power
comes great responsibility™ is
applicable when discussing this
topic, and while there is no man-
date commanding the handling
of said responsibility, this
proverb will only hold weight if
we do our part in remaining ap-
preciative when a popular athlete
chooses to use his fame for
something positive and not just
as a means to carn revenue.

Women athletes recognized for
academic excellence

By MARISSA
DiBARTOLO
Wagnerian Staff Writer

The Wagner College Women's
Lacrosse team eamed the highest
grade point average among all Divi-
sion 1 women’s lacrosse teams. With
a team GPA of 3.53, Wagner was
named a Merit Squad, which is only
awarded to 3 ofthe 49 teams that par-
ticipate in Division [ and carned Ac-
ademic Squad Honors.

These Seahawks have demanding
schedules, with games and competi-
tions on weekends, as well as carly
morning practices and weight lifting
during the week.

Time management and atlentive-
ness are the keys (o success for these
{emale athletes. Alex Jonhsion, sen-
ior goalic and dual education and
mathematics major, expresses the im-
portance of class atlendance. I am
very driven to do well in school, I go
to most of my classes and take de-
tailed notes. .. this helps me so [ don’t
have to study for as long.” Johnston
said. However, the woes of most col-
lege students plague the athlete just
as much as the next person. “f pro-

Photo: Wagner Athletics
Senior goalie Alex Johnston
was among 407 student ath-
letes from 152 institutions rec-
ognized for their excellence in
the classroom.

crastinale as much as anyone [ know,
but [ always leave cnough time to get
my work done.” she said.

The athletes of the women’s
lacrosse team have made their head
coach Cristina Cuniale very proud. 1
am cxtremely proud that our team
was recoghized with such a presti-
gious award. Their hard work and
dedication to accomplish their goals
on and off the field is directly re-

flected in this honor,” Curiale stated.

Although Curiale docs not get di-
rect updates from professots on how
her teum is doing in class, she stavs
on top of things with mid-year r¢-
ports, and s notificd of the Jadies
profiess by academic advisor-.

i here wre a few methods Cunale
uses to ensure the team stay= on top
of their studies. Freshman have six
mandatory study hours per week,
however. upper classmen are evalu-
ated bejore it is decided how many
hours of study time they will have,

Curiale delineates that practice
time helps her players develop com-
munication, teamwork, and problem
solving  skills,  which n
strengthen their academic pertorm-
ances. 1 also believe that having a
good balance of diet and exercise
promoles a strong mind,” she contin-
ues,

Aside from the impressive team
goals, the ladies
achieved, three plavers were named
to the IWLCA Academic Squad.
Also, 17 out of 22 teammates carned
spots on the NEC Honor Roll with in-
dividual GPAs of 3.2 or higher.

(um

lacrosse have

Women’s Basketball Schedule

DAY DATE OPPONENT

Friday Nov. 13 Army
Tuesday Nov. 17 NJIT
Saturday Nov. 21 Colgate
Tuesday Nov. 24 Siena
Saturday Nov. 28 American

Wednesday Bec. 2 Syracuse

Saturday Dec. 5 Robert Morris
Tuesday Dec. 8 Columbia
Saturday Dec. 12 Albany

Men’s Basketball Schedule

DAY DATE OPPONENT
SATURDAY OCT. 31 McMaster (Exhibition)
SUNDAY NOV. 8 PACE (Exhibition)
FRIDAY NOV. 13 at Lafayette
SATURDAY NOV. 21 STONY BROOK

TUESDAY NOV. 24 at NJIT
SATURDAY NOV. 28 BUCKNELL
THURSDAY DEC. 3 at St. Francis (PA)
SATURDAY DEC. 5 at Robert Morris
TUESDAY DEC. 8 COLUMBIA

Home games are listed in BOLD.
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Student Reactions:
Designated Smoking Areas

THIS IS A
DESIGNATED
SMOKING AREA

.
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Left: Brianna Scatorchia looks skeptically at the new designated smoking area located outside of Towers. Right: Ryan Hometh and Chelsea Bealieu
stand overlooking the tennis courts, a short distance from the other booth. For more on the designated smoking areas, see page 3.

Brianna Scatorchia, 10 Ryan Hometh, ‘13 Chelsea Beaulieu, 13
“Kids aren't going to come all the “They look nice when it rains. | “1 don't see the point. I guess for
way out here for a quick smoke. don't think anyone really uses bad weather it's a good idea.”
They'll just continue to smoke on them. At first | thought they were

towers brldgc because it's building a bus stop. But it’s like
convenient.” smoker segregation. It's like they

want all of the
smokers to stand in a glass box*

Reporting and photography -
Page composition by: Jesse Hagen




