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Many people have noticed a significant change in the tone of
Clinton’s campaign videos from 2008 (top) to present (bottom).

By CAROLINA SILVA
Staff Writer

No one was surprised Hillary Clin-
ton has announced her desire to run
for president in 2016.

Most are tamiliar with the Clinton
name due to her husband’s presi-
dency, but there is more to this for-
mer first lady. While her married
name has given her notoriety and
leverage, Clinton has built her own
reputable political path. As the New
York Senator from 20010 to 2009
Hillary stands as the only first lady to
be elected into the Senate,

However, this is not the first time
that Clinton has run for President of
the United States. In 2008, Clinten
made her presence known as a strong
candidate for the Democratic Party.
Realizing  the influence  Barack
Obama had on the American popula-
tion, Clinton tactfully stepped down
from the race. This decision to pulil
back fron the clection allowed her to
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become the Secretary of State, fur-
thering her experience as a role player
in the White House.

The overarching message for the
2016 campaign has come a long way
from what it was in 2008, In 2008
Clinton chose to not call attention to
being a woman, whereas in this cam-
paign she is using it to her advantage.

Clinton will be using the fact that
she is a woman. a mother, a grand-
mother and would be changing his-
tory by being the first female
President of the United States.

Whilc the thought of a female
president is revolutionary, voters can-
not be blindsided and make a deci-
sion solely off of her gender.

As ademocratic candidate, Clinton
shares many of Obama’s policies.
The working class wili reap benefits
trom Clinton’s desire to address pay
inequality. Changes to address this
issue include paid family and medical
leave, raising the minimum wage and
attordable access to childeare.

Aside from pay incquality, Clinton

defends climate change through the
cold hard facts of science. This dem-
ocratic candidate supports the “cap
and trade” system, in which compa-
nics can trade carbon credits to re-
ducc emissions that scicntists believe
are causes for climate change.

When it comes to immigration, an-
other key issue for the United States,
Clinton stands by Obama’s current
approach: deporting felons not fami-
lics.

Although Clinton currently runs
unopposed in the Democratic Party,
the Republican Party will be giving
her a run for her money. She will
have to compete with three official
candidates: Ted Cruz. Rand Paul and
Marco Rubio.

Clinton has alrcady begun her
presidential campaign, which opened
in lowa on Tuesday, April 14. In her
talks she discussed topics such as her
campaign finances. college costs, cx-
pansions to Obamacare and equal
pay.

Former Wagner professor sheds light

on bullying in new book

Vst Raddyeed interviens jormeer socinlegy professor e Muartoad on por ook “Bullying: The Soeial Destruction of Self”

You mentioned “working with
Wagner students, listening to their
experiences in classrooms each
week informed some of the conclu-
sions in my new book.” Could you
please elaborate on how Wagner
students helped you?

While at Wagner, ] oftered a spe-
cial topics class on social violence
and relational aggression. Every stu-
dent enrolled in that class was re-
quired to be involved in the SARA
Project (Students Against Relational
Aggression).

SARA is a [2-step anti-bullying
curticulum that 1 wrote and students
in pairs, would deliverit to 4th grade
classrooms once a week throughout
the semester.

My students were required to keep
Journals of their experiences and
share them cach week with the class.
which 1 often co-taught with Amy
Eshleman.

The storics students brought back,
the difficulties they had to work
through and the nsights we all ex-
plored. helped me (o stay in touch
with the tangibie, nuanced ways bul-
[ying can oceur and with the very reat
obstacles to bystander intervention.

What de you hope people will
gain from reading your book?

[ like to think of the book as sec-
ond-wave, anti-bulling  literature.
Like second-wave feminism, the
book secks to broaden the conversa-
tion about behaviors that society 1s in
the process of re-defining as a “soctal
problem.™ We know what the main
issue is, be it the right to vote, do-
mestic violence or bullving. What is
needed 15 an expansion of an under-
standing of the social dynamics that
maintain the status quo.

The main things [ would like peo-
ple to take away from the book arc
the necessity of having a social con-

versation around  experiences  of

shame, an understanding that there
are distinet neurological correlations
between rejection or excluston and
pain centers of the brain. and lastly
the desire to belong. This means that
the most important thing bystanders
can do 1s connect with a victim. A
wink. a smile, aroll of the eyes in the
direction ot the bully can really make
a difference, without signaling o the
victim that you want to be her new
BFF.

Fmnally. for victims in particular, |
would have them understand that
there can be life after pain and chaos
and in fact. evervone must come 1o
terms with these forees. For example.
when a loved one dies and that it s
possible to harness them and use
them creatively in order to help the
healing process.

What was the most ditficult part
about writing your book?

There were two significant chal-

lenges. The first was organizing the
spate of interdisciplinary information
that 1 was trying Lo gather into a co-
herent book. The second was writing
about “rumination.”

I was convinced carly on that ex-
ercises in expressive wriling” could
be greatly beneficial to vietims of
bullying and was in touch with par-
ents who told me that their kids es-
sentially “marinated™ in depression.
keeping journals and diaries that were
flittle more than repetitive rants, 1
needed to semehow square those two
opposing accounts. | narrowed my
inquiry down to a sole question:
“What turns productive self-reflee-
tion into quagmires of rumination””

As this was a psychological ques-
tion. it required a lot of reading jour-
nals that were at the fringes of my
comlort zone and there did not seem
Lo be a ready answer to this question.

Coufd vou explain what “the so-
cial destruction of self”” means?

Itrefers 1o all the social torees that
maintain a culture of bullying, as well
as the social silenees that prevent vie-
tims from coherently processing ex-
periences of bullving and shame.

Did the research require any in-
terviews with victims of bulfyving?

Intervicwing victims of bullying
kept me honest. @ initially interviewed
people with the intent to explore
whether there was a significant dif-
[erence in the experience of tradi-
tional versus cyber bullying, but it
soon became clear that that question
was too far afield from what was
emerging as the core of the book.

I looked to inerviews for indica-
tion ol dircctions that needed to be
explored. for continmation of the in-
sights | was weaving into this story.
and simply. to provide people with
the opportunity to have their voice
heard.

‘Euro’ in luck!

By CAROLINA SILVA
Staff Writer

If there is any time to take that life
changing “Euro Trip™ it’s this sum-
mer. Why?

Becatsse it s cheaper:

The curo. which is the currency tor
tourist hot spots like Germany, Spain,
Italy, France and Greece, is devalu-
ing. The devaluation of a currency
means that it is cheaper. In other
words, when converting from the
U.S. dollar, the dollar is worth more.
This is the same reason why going to
the Caribbean or Latin America is so
inexpensive: because they have what
cconomusis call weak currencics.

Historically the worth of the cure
has always been significantly higher
than the U.S. dollar. This is attributed
to its massive Europcan cconomy.
The curo is used by strong
ceonomies. like Germany, which has
consistently appreciated its value.

In the past year, the value of the
curo has gradually declined. Despite
the strength of the German cconomy,
countries like Greeee and Spain have
been struggling with sovereign debt.
This national debt, especially in
Greceee, has caused the value to plum-
met.

Fluctuations in currencies oceur all

the time, unless the country has a
tixed exchange rate, which means it
is not influenced by the changes in
the economy. Since the curo has a
floating rate, meaning it changes with
the economy, it is diflicult to deter-
mine how long it will be this low or it
it will go even lower.

Within the past year the Euro has
gone from a value of $1.35, which is
still a historical low for this currency.
to reaching a low ot $1.05.

It is almost equal to the dollar,
making this prime time to book a last-
minute trip to Europe.

The tfundamentals of economics
indicate that once people realize the
new value of the euro. people will
buy up this cheaper currency, How-
cver, the more people that take ad-
vantage of this phenomenen. the
more money will be pumped into the
European ecconomy, making their
cconomy stronger. A stronger ccon-
omy resulls in a stronger currency,
theretore the curo could casily in-
creasc in value.

Follow the curo. or cven the cur-
rencics of other countrics on sources
like the business section of The New
York Times. When you see that it is
signiticantly lower, book that trip
vou've always wanted to take. Take
advantage of this devaluation and get
your money’s worth.


http:01"$1.05




























