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Class of 2013 settles in at Wagner

527 new first-year students bring variety, diversity to campus

By KELLIANN
VOLSARIO
Managing Editor

When members of the Wagner
community returned for the fall se-
mester, there was 2 buzez about the in-
coming Class of 2013, mainly about
its size. However, the number of first
years this year is not too much more
than Wagner’s typical average.

There are 527 first year students,
80 transfers, and coupled with last
year’s numbers, the average of in-
coming students remains balanced.

With last year’s unstable cconomy,
the incoming class for the fall of 2008
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rounded out at 480 students, How-
ever, the class of 2009 was the largest
graduating class Wagner has cver
seen, with 580 praduates.

This school year, the admissions
staff was unsare if the incoming class
would even reach the previous year's
number. “This shows there is still a
grcat interest in Wagner,” said Angelo
Araimo, vice president for enrolliment
and planning.

Araimo said, “We averaged be-
tween 530 and 550 [students] be-
tween 2004 and 2007, making this
year’s rate right on target.

Originally, the number of freshmen
capped at 534, but that number was
expected to drop in the first few

weeks, a common occurrence at
many colleges.

On average, the college budgets for
310 new students, however according
to Araimo Wagner is still in “growth
mode.”

Overall, the number of transfers 1s
growing among colleges, and this 1s
true here as well, “The idea of chang-
ing colleges isn’t as traumatic as it
used to be,” said Araimo. “It's a place
where [ think we can even do better.”

Approximately 80% of the new
students are residents and because the
new residence hall isn’t scheduled to
open until the spring semester, sev-
cral freshmen were again tripled in
Harbor View THall. This s the fourth

U.S. News

By MICHAEL PINTO
Wagnerian Staff Writer

Wagner College pulled in top rank-
ings in this year's “U.S. News &
World  Report’s Best College’s
Guide™ having 1ts Master Program
place twice at No. | rankings. Wag-
ner was the only New York City
school to place 10 the report.

Among the rankings Wagner re-
ceived was No. | in the Up-and-
Coming  Universities  granting
Master’s Degrees in the North.

“This year’s recognition is espe-
ctally granfymg,” stated Wagner Col-
lege President Dr. Richard CGuarasci
i a press release. “All that we do
here 15 tocused on ensurng that our
students have the best experience
possible, and that’s our most impor-
tant and most rewarding job.”

According  to  the magazine,
schools selected in this category
“have recently made the most prom-
ising and innovative changes in aca-
demics, faculty, students, campus or
facilitics.”

Wagner recognized on

college list

Wagner again placed No.l in
Northern - Master’s  school  that
showed a “strong commitment to
teaching™

The magazine slated that Wagner
College and the other umiversities
listed were “singled out most often
when experts were asked to identify
schools where the facully has an un-
usual commutment to undergraduate
teachmg.”

“It’s very nice fo see Wagner lcad-
ing the way when it comes to its Mas-
ters Program,” said Dana Helyer,
who is currently going for her mas-
ter’s degree in Early Childhood Edu-
cation. "It makes employers look at
the diploma with a little more value.”

In the magazine’s “Programs to
Look For” Wagner also received
recognition for its First Year Prograim,
which features the nationally recog-
nized Wagner Plan.

The college also ranked twenty-
fourth in Universities granting Mas-
ter’s Degrees in the North,

Continued on Page 3

year in a row that about 120 students
have been placed in triple rooms.
However, that number has dropped
by thirty students since the summer
months.

Araimo says that the only arca
where space 1s tight is in the fist year
learning communitics.

Currently, admissions has seen an
82% rcturn rate after the first year.
The average among other private col-
leges 15 between 70 -75%0, making

Wagner above average.

“We did a better job of {inding the
right students who applied, who we
felt academically also knew whal it
was to make a commitment lo Wag-
ner,” Araimo said.

The Class of 2013 represents 34
slates, with 43 states represented
among the entire undergraduate pop-
ulation,  “We are becoming much
more geographically diverse.”

This freshman class also represents
six countrics including  Canada,
South Africa, Bahamas, China and
United Kingdom.

This year, Wagner can still boast an
increasing diversity rale. For this
class, 1995 are students of color.

“Historically we were around
[ 3%, this ts the second year in row
we have been around 19% percent,”
Araimo explamed.  For collepes
Wagner's size, the average is around
L or 2%,

Photo by: Michael Brilliante

Patient students were fortunate enough to snap a photo
with Al Pacino outside of his trailer in West Lot.

You can call him ‘Al’

Al Pacino paid our campus a surprise
visit, and the Wagnerian was on the
scene to get the scoop on what
the film star was working on,

For the full story, see page 5.
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Come to our
meetings
Mondays at 8:30 p.m.
located in Union 204

By MICHAEL PINT(C
SGA President

Message from the
‘Oval’ office =

Advocacy now!

Well here we are, back for another
school year and another installment
of Messages from the Oval Office!

Before | begin, 1 would like to
thank the editors of the Wagnerian for
allowing me this column to let you,
the students, know what is going on
around campus and SGA's projects
and other developments, While this
may not be a controversial space each
issue, 1 do hope it is an formative
one and pushes students to become
more involved in clubs, organiza-
tions, and even SGA.

For those of you at the first SGA
meeting of the year, you know we
took club attendance by passing out
cards asking for the club info and
what changes you wanted to see at
Wagner this year. After looking over
the cards, | am both confident that we
can fix many of these issues, but dis-
appointed that many clubs did not fill
in anything. | can take this in two
ways: [irst being that we are doing a
super-faniastic job and nothing at
Wagner needs fixing (which I would
one day love to believe), the sccond
would be that many of you are apa-
thetic and feel nothing can be fixed.

If you fall into the second category,
T urge you to please reconsider and
use this opportunity to tell us what
you want SGA to do this semester,
whether it is try to solve a problem or
hold an cvent: we really want to
know. Some have commented that
we have started 1o shy away from our
commitment to advocacy and fo-
cused more of campus events. 1 can-
not argue against this cnough; while
we have increased the events on cam-

pus, | believe we have stll been a
supportive and accurate voice for the
student body.

At the end of last semester, we -
stalled a suggestion box outside our
office; T urge all of you to use it and
make valid, appropriate suggestions
for SGA to tackle this semes(er. At the
next SGA meeting I will explain in
detail the suggestions made and what
the plans are to solve them during the
course of the semester.

Some of you may be wondering
why I'am starting oft my column ask-
ing you to complain about something.
Well, you are then halt right. I asking
you not to complain, but rather use
your student voice. Being an accurate
voice for the student body is a cause
I'strongly belicve, which is why Tam
making it a focal point of this column,
as well as my presidency. Nothing
upsets me more than students who
come to speak about an issuc afier it’s
too late. Our door is always open, and
we are always trying to increase the
student experience at Wagner. 1 truly
hope you will take advantage of our
advocacy initiative for this year,

Finally, as 1 pronised back in the
spring, a Marvelous Mike Fun Fact
for the 1ssuc: September 18, 1927—
The Columbia Broadcasting System
(CBS) begins operation with 16 radio
stations, It later becomes the standard
of television, eaming the nickname
the Tiffany Network.

Signing off,
Michael J. Pinto
SGA President

wagnerian

join up.
Writers, photographers and editors wanted.
mondays « 830 p.M. Union 204

Campus Symposium
mtroduces
“Wagner Plan 2.0’

By STEPHANIE
BUSCEMA and
STEPHANIE BERRIOS

Wagner College held its first Cam-
pus Symposium. Faculty, staft, ad-
ministration and selected students
were among those who were invited
to participate in the Sept. 18 events.
Wagner’s  President,  Richard
Guarasci, personally invited a select
group of students to attend the event.
In his letter, he states, “With the gen-
erous gift from the Engelhard Foun-
dation given to the President, the
provost and 1 are working with a fac-
ulty- administrative planning com-
mittee in planning a day and a half
symposium where we learn from
gach other about many innovative ini-
tiatives and programs created by the
Faculty and staff in the last several
years.  Together we can integrate,
these interesting educational learning
experienees and wrile them into the
next stage of our successtul under-
graduate learming narrative: The
Wagner Plan 2.0.7

“With its inception in 1998, the
Wagner Plan is a comprchensive, un-
dergraduate program that strives (o
provide each student with “integra-
tive learning, reflective practice, ex-
periential learning, communication
skills, critical inquiry, and knowledge
attainment ina discipline.” Under the
Wagner Plan, students take a varicty
ol courses ranging from the natural
sciences (o the humanitics. These
courses provide studen(s the opportu-
nity to gain knowledge ol scientific
inquiry and stimulate one’s knowl-
edge of “the nature of the individual
and society.” In addition, students
learn to be tolerant and open-minded
along with a yearing to attain
knowledge about a wide range of cul-
tures and their customs.

A core component of the Wagner
Plan is experiential leaming or “field-
based learning.” Throughout four
years at Wagner, students participate
in three learning communities, two of
which typically involve ficldwork
and rescarch [inked to an organization
in New York City. In the First Year
Program, students partake in ficld-
based experiences that are linked to
two introductory liberal arts courses
and a Reflective Tutorial. With expe-
riential learning, students are aftorded
the opportunity to experience class
content firsthand, learn and reflect
upon their experiences in the field,
and apply what they have learned.

Starting with hours d’oeurves in
the VIP Room of Spire Sports Cen-
ter, the symposium commenced on
Thursday with an address by Carol
Schneider, president of the Associa-
tion of Amertcan Colleges and Uni-
versities.  Professor Walter Kaclber
provided a response to Schneider’s
plenary address. An open discussion
and a question and answer session en-

sued shortly after Kaelber’s speech.
Dinner and coffee closed Thursday
night’s cvents. Emily Burkhardt, a
junior and resident assistant on the
Earth Floor al Wagner, attended the
symposium on Thursday night.

™ [ thought it was a very eye-open-
ing experience for how much statt,
administration and faculty wanted to
see happen on campus but 1 really
wish that more students had come,
listened and been involved.”

September 18th served as the pri-
mary day for events surrounding the
symposium. Breaktast was provided
m the gymnasium, followed by an in-
troduction by Dr. Guarasci and Wag-
Provost,  Dr,
Licberman. Campus initiatives were

ner’s Devorah
presented through a milicu of sta-
tions, each centered on specific pro-
grams such as Civie Engagement,
Expanding Your Horizons, First Year
Program, Honors Program and Merit
Awards.  Each workshop was 15
minutes long with Dr. Jean Halley,
Associate Professor of Sociology,
ringing a triangle bell to signily the
end of each workshop.  Guest
speaker, Dr. Ashley Finley, director
oflassessment for learning at the As-
saciation for American Colleges and
Universities, provided a welcoming
speech to facilitate an open discus-
sion. Lunch along with round table
discussions was later provided in the
VI room of the Spiro Sports Center.

highlighting the program that would
be discussed. Following lunch, stu-
dents and faculty continued to travel
from station to station, dacquiring
more knowledge about such campus
nitiatives such as assessment and
curricular adjustment, faculty devel-
opment, and teaching and learning
with technology.

The events of the Symposium im-
pacted both faculty and students
alike. It provided an opportunity for
those who were unfamihar with pro-
grams Wagner offers to learn first-
hand just how beneficial they are to
students.

Catharine McGlade, assistant dean
of campus life provided her reflection
on the events spanning the two day
event. “The Campus Symposium
presented many wonderful opportu-
nitics as we launch a new academic
year: to reflect on who we are as an
cducational community, 10 lcamn
about the history and future of the
Wagner Plan and to connect with fac-
ulty, administration, staff and stu-
dents. It was especially energizing to
hear how Wagner has been a trail
blazer within liberal education in
many ways; the fact that the sympo-
stum was offered displays a certain
dedication to the community...it pro-
vided the opportunity for everyone to
have a  voice, reminding us that
cveryone plays an integral role in
shaping the Wagner Plan: both in and
out of the classroom”

Interested in advertising in the Wagnerian?
Please email Wagnerian@wagner.edu with
“advertising” in the subject line.
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A new handrail was installed at the top of the stairs that
are accessible from the mail room exit in the Union.

Handrail installed for
student safety

By DESIREE
BRAITHWAITE
Wagnerian Staff Writer

If you have exited the Union
Building using the steps coming up
from the mailboxes, as you make the
turn from the steps you may have no-
ticed a new addition to the campus (or
if you didnt notice, you walked right
into it). Recently, Wagner had what
seems to be a handrail installed com-
ing out of the brick wall. Now the
guestion is, why was it put there?

According to Dominic Fontano,
dircetor of campus operations, the
handrail was installed in that location
10 prevent accidents. Since the mail-
boxes were moved two years ago 1o
the second floor in the Union, that
exit has become very popular, even
uscd by stall’ol"the college.

The safety issue was that people
exiting the stairway woutd make a

sharp left furn to walk down the hill
away from the building, At the samc
time, a golf cart could be driving up
the wallkway. There were a couple of
incidents where a pedestrian could
have been seriously hurt if hit by the
wolf cart. To prevent this, the railing
was installed so that the pedestrian
can walk out about three feet before
they make the tum. This will help the
golf cart drivers and pedestrians to
see each other and, hopefully, prevent
arty more aceidents from oceurring,

Sophomore Kaitlyn Freire thinks
the railing 1s “beneficial 1o keep the
flow ol traffic moving,” but also
thinks it is an “eyesore.” Junior stu-
dent-worker Alex Smith believes the
handrail *is a good thing, it will pre-
vent accidents.” Staff member, Jay
Fontanarosa agrees saying, “there
was a blind spot before that is now
prevented with the placement of the
railing.”

Spiro Sports Center to
add new gym in basement

By ALEXA LYONS
Wagnerian Staff Writer

A new gym s going o be built in
the basement of the Spiro Sports
Center, although the start and finish
of the project has yet to be officially
announced.

Walt Hameline, director of athlet-
ics, explains that the elimination of
both the volleyball and wrestling
teams provides space in the base-
ment, an area which both teams
used for practice.

“T'he sports center s the most ati-
lized facility on campus,” says
Hamcline, also head coach of the
football leam. “It’s going o free up
the fitness center for the entire stu-
dent body.”

The sports center is open from
6:30 a.m. until [ p.m, and is often
crowded with the school’s 20 sports
teams and their dedicated players as
well as the rest of the student body.

There was initial talk about hav-
ing the basement tumed into extra
locker space, but that idca was
quickly dismissed when the fitness
issue was brought lo the associa-
tion’s allention.

All profits will result from
fundraising and the project will be
receiving no money from the
school. Due to the fundraising ne-
cessities, 1t 1s undetermined as to
when the new workout room will be
finished.

Photos: Jessica Ramsey

After the axing of the wrestling and volleyball programs,
the Spiro Sports Center now has some extra space in the
basement, a space that is slated to become another gym.

Photo: Jessica Ramsey

This space in the Anna H. Parker Towers residence hall is a possible location for a new

campus-wide common room.

Towers basement looked at
as potential lounge area

By COURTNEY KRAIZA
Wagnerian Staff Writer

The Student Governiment Assocta-
tion s currently in the process of put-
ting together a new basement lounge
in the Anna H. Parker Towers resi-
dence hall.

Currently, Towers does not have a
student founge on cach floor, which
limits the possibility of social gather-
mgs. Most of the lounges available
i Towers for student use arc only in-

tended for the Gireek organizations lo-
cated on designated floors.

"The only common spaces have re-
cently been furnished by [Residential
Education| to make them more com-
fortable and usable,” says Sara Klein,
Director of Res Ed. She goes on to
say that "Towers” TV Lounge on 3,
and the main lobby on C3 [have been
furnished for social student uses.)
Other than that, there are no building-
wide common spaces in Towers
available for student use, This is why
SGA (and Res Ed) want to create an-

other space for student use in this
building.”

The space 1s intended to be a 24-
hour game room, conveniently utiliz-
ing the space that up until now was
only necessary for storage purposes.

The basement has the only readily
available spaces for student use, and
Res Ed has considered this and a
building-wide lounge 15 m the
process and set to be finished for the
start of the spring semester in Janu-
ary, when students are back and reju-
venalted from winter break.

U.S. News and
World Report

recognizes wagner

U.S. News and World Report selected Wagner’s masters
program for two separate first-place awards.

Continued from Page 1

Among the most significant rank-
ings were the ones that recognized the
First Year Program and the commit-
ment Lo feaching. “For these particu-
lar sections one must look up (on
paper) and record a multi-digit code
for each desired school. That means
it takes much more time participate in

this scetion of the survey, but it also
tells me that our work, our reputation
15 beginning to make 4 distinet im-
pression on our peers. That impres-
sion 1s strong enough that they wish
10 recognize Wagner.”

Information for this article was
taken from the Wagner College Web

site al wagner edu.
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Memorial for Chris Catt a touching celebration of his life

By KELLIANN
YOLSARIO
Managing Editor

Members of Wagner’s theatre de-
partment. students, alumni and ad-
ministrators gathered on Sept. 13 for
a memaorjal honoring Associate Pro-
fessor Christopher Catt.

Catt, who also served as the theatre
department’s chair for six years, died
on June 30, at the age of 59.

A professor at Wagner for 14 years,
Catt taught movement, directing. as
well other courses for performers.

During this time the California na-
tive directed over 23 Main Stage pro-
ductions, including some of the
programs most acclaimed shows,
such as “Jekyll and Hyde,” “Jesus
Christ Superstar,”™ “Sweeney Todd,”
and “Tommy,” which is sct (o open
QOct. 7.

The memorial was held on the
Main Stage in Main Hall’s theatre. A

e s
(. /’/‘—j/(/»ﬁ(‘/’ “ ittt
e it s Pt

T

Left: Catt standing with graduating Theatre students, middle: the memorial program cover, right: Catt on stage

musical performance, including cur-
rent students
included solos
and duets from hislarge body of
work. Songs and scenes from shows
Catt dirccted, as well as the finale
number of “Tommy,” titled “Listen-
ing to You,” were performed.
According to sophomore, Michael
D’ Amico, there was a full house, so
full that a live feed of the event was

and alumni

placed in classrooms in Main Hall to
accommodate more people,

D’ Amico said the memorial was a
celebration of Catt’s life and “his love
for the art of acting and ultimately his
students.”

“I'm glad 1 got 1o know him, cven
a little bit.” he added.

Catt worked professionally for 25
years in New York with notable Off-
Broadway credits and served as pro-

ducer and director for the St. Bart’s
Players for eight years.

Having reccived an MFA from
UCLA, he directed over 175 plays
and musicals. For five years, Call was
artistic dircetor of the Performing
Aris program at Snug Harbor Cul-
tural Center.

His production of “*Wait Until
Dark’ was voted Best Production in
the Staten Island Advance’s 2008

readers poll in its Advance Entertain-
ment Weekly (AWE) section.

The same poll voted him Best Di-
rector for Snug Harbor’s productions
of “Wait Until Dark” and “My Fair
Lady.”

Information from wagneredu was
used in this story.

Photos: Jessica Ramsey

These bathroom doors in Harbor View are unclear. One has a "women” sign, the other

has no sign at all.

Concerns raised over co-ed wings

in Harbor View Hall

By MARISSA
DIBARTOLO
Wagnerian Staff Writer

During the housing selection
process of spring 2009, many soon-
to-be sophomores, juniors, and sen-
iors were forced to spend al lcast one
more semester in Harbor View Hall.

Due to the delays in the construc-
tion of Foundation Hall, upper class-
men were placed on the top three
floors of Harbor View.

However, many of the returning
residents were surprised when they
noticed a few changes to the building,
mcluding the cohabitation of males
and females on the upper floors.

This year, men and women will not
only be sharing the hallways and
lounges but the bathrooms as well.

Sara Klein, director of residential
education said, “H we had kept the
wings in Harbor View single-sex for
those living there as they wait fo
move into Foundation in the Spring,
then the wings in Foundation would
also become single-sex, which is not
the mtention.”

Diana Papa, a sophomore and
twellth floor resident is not terribly
bothered by the situation, but would
prefer the traditional manoer of males
on one side, females on the other. *1t
isn't as awkward as [ would have
thought, but I would feel more com-
fortable with just girls using the bath-
room,” says Papa.

Other students were caught off
guard by the situation. Ally Argust, a
thirteenth floor resident, states 1 was
very surprised when | was brushing

my teeth and [ saw a guy in the bath-
room with e, it will certainly take
some getting used to.”

Although the co-ed bathroom situ-
ation 1s not ideal, it does allow for
cvery student on campus to have the
housing they need.

“A few parents mentioned concern
over a co-cd wing, but no specific
concerns related to this set-up have
arisen,” Klein said.

It may take some adjusting for both
men and women on the upper floors
of Harbor View, but overall the con-
dition does not seem to be problem-
atic.

Klein added, “Overall, we have
received few complaints about the
co-ed wings on the top floors of
Harbor View.”

For first two weeks,
first years banned
from Towers, Guild

By CARLENE
KUCHARCZYK
Wagnerian Staff Writer

Wagner  implemented a policy
prohibiting freshimen students from
cntering the Parker Towers or Guild
residence halls during the first two
weekends of the semester.

Tope Aycni, assistant resident di-
rector in

Several freshmen students were in-
terviewed to see whether they found
this rule to be effective or an unnec-
cssary divider from the rest of the stu-
dent body.

Freshman Stephanie Baez, com-
ments that, “It was good for the {irst
week because | had a chance to get to
know people on my floor and other
freshmen, but after the first week, 1
thought we should be allowed to go
into the other

7
Towers
saicl, “The
reason that
this  1ule
was imple-

KEEP

w dorms. The
upperclass-
men are

going to be
here too.”

mented be- Freshmen
cause Mark Gilbert
upper- O UT and  Gerald

classmen \

y Clum were in

arc over 21
and have access to beer.”

Some would say this is an oppor-
tunity for freshmen assimilation.
Other unitying programs offered in-
clude freshmen learning communi-
orientation, and activitics
designed solely so that the freshmen
can become acquainted with one an-
other.

“This was their first time away
from home and we did not want them
o go haywire, we wanted them to
case into the process of making good
decisions,” Ayeni added. Simply, the
residential cducation staff did not
want freshmen to be in any proximity
to alcohol.

The amount of time freshmen stu-
dents spend with cach other 1s alrcady
far more than the time they spend
with upperclassmen. “Inifially in the
first week it went smoothly and it was
100% effective. However in the sec-
ond week it did start to wean,” Ayeni
said,

Students feel that socializing with
upperclassmen could make them feel
more welcomed into a new place, as
well as a greater feeling of unity be-
tween grades.

lies,

agreement
that this policy did not affect them
very much, yet had they wanted to
enter the buildings during these two
weckends they felt it would not be
difficult to enter these buildings.

Resident assistants, James Messina
of Towers and Kristic Scharer of
Guild were in accordance about the
two-weekend rule. They found it to
be unnccessary, especially with the
lack of enforcement.

Despite this rule, the freshmen
Wagner identification cards can still
be used to open the doors of Guild
and Towers,

John Atti, the assistant RDin
Guild said, T have not heard from
the desk attendants that there were
any issucs during the first two
weeks. But Tam trying to make the
desk attendant program more cffi-
cient.”

He added, “The policies are not
what | created but I am the one 1m-
plementing. | am open to taking any
constructive criticism and to meet
with the student body and listen to
their concerns.”
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By STEPHANIE
BUSCEMA and
SHANNON ELDRIDGE

The Wagner College campus,
equipped with a lush habitat has
been a recent favorite for sponta-
neous [ilming. What students know
as “our’”” home has also been home
to productions including an cpisode
of “Law and Order: Special Victims
Unit,” “School of Rock” and “An
Invisible Sign of Their Own.” Most
recently, campus was rattled when
HBO cast and crew arrived to fitm
an upcoming production entitled
“You Don’t Know Jack.” The film
is a portrayal of Dr. Jack Kevorkian,
the infamous doctor of death.

Acting icon Al Pacino, who was
casted as Kevorkian, spent cleven
hours on campus filming sclect
scenes from the film. Along with
Pacino, actress Susan Sarandon and
actor John Goodman graced the sct
as well.

The Union’s atrium was com-
pletely transformed to create a so-
phisticated atmosphere. Artisans, all
formerly dressed, were scattered
throughoutthe atrium. Additions to
the atrium included nice black
leather furniture with no embellish-
ments and stainless steel framework
as well as ginger ale disguised in
classic champagne bottles.

In addition to the quick and etfi-
cient set-up and breakdown of the
production filmed here Friday Sep-

Photos by: Stephanie Buscema

Left: Pacino is tended to while waiting to shoot a scene. Right: Pacino getting into character as Dr. Jack Kavorkian.

tember 18th, HBO atso found ¢lli-
cieney in their own perspective of
the ‘going green’ epidemic. In an el-
fort to distinetly decrease on waste-
ful set habits, the green production
assistant, Jeremy Albucher managed
initiatives that enhanced the envi-
ronment by “keeping it clean,” Ef-
forts made by the cast and crew
included generators that ran on bio-
diesel fuel, made from low sulfur
diesel and recycled cooking o1l as
well as recycling batteries, using re-
cycled cardboard and providing
metal water bottles to cast and crew
members to reduce the waste that
plastic bottles produce and decrease
the amount of plastic added to land-
fills. Albucher added, * The enter-
tainment industry, while glamorous
in the limelight, 1s not so glamorous
when you look at our wastc output

and energy etficiency. We're excited
1o be working with HBO Films on
promoting environmentally sustain-
able practices within the business,
while lessoning our impact on the
environment as a production.”
Students shuflled around on the
patio outside, wailing 10 get lucky.
While inside cast and crew worked
diligently to efficiently capture the
captivating moments between Susan
Sarandon, John Goodman and Al
Pacino. The environment reflected a
very fast-paced professional setling,
Equipment was shifted frequently
and film changes referred to as
‘checking the gate’ were normal
functions for cast and crew, who
moved like pawns while on set.
Armed with his walkic talkie, head-
gear and Cubs hat, Joe Salters acted
as liaison for Wagner students pro-

viding coverage on the inside. He
was a key player in communication
with all members of the set by
screaming words like’pictures up’.
"last looks™ and “checking the gate’
which emphasized important in-
structions for participants and vicw-
ers while the camera was “volling,’

Ten very fortunate students were
asked to join the cast of gallery
goers and Pacino in the Union
atrium. Among the students asked to
join the cast was senior Amanda
Tancredi.

When asked how she felt about
joining the production, she replhed,
“I'm very excited and feel privi-
leged to be working so closcly to
amazing actors like Al Pacino.”
Wagner's own Mike Brillante, di-
rector of media, found himself'in a
similar situation when his mother,

Louise, was also asked to join the
cast of galiery goers; a proposition
she gladly aceepted with haste. She
has loved Pacino since she was 17
years old and the first film she cver
saw him in was “Panic in Needle
Parl™ in 1971.

Overall, the filming on campus of
sclected scenes from “You Don't
Know Jack” initiated universal ex-
citement for staff and students. In-
vestigation of the set and interviews
with scleet cast and crew members
helped guide the cvents of the
evening.

When asked what was the mean-
ing behind the {ilm, onc cast mem-
ber respanded, ** There 1s this idea
that he [Kevorkian| was a real hu-
manist and the film 1s about the
darkness of the humanity.”

Photos by: Alexa Conrad, Toni Lnn Martinez

ASA found a broken paddle, an overturned couch and vandalism on their outside wall, while AOIl's lounge was also left with inappropriate vandal-

ism and a broken lamp.

By JESSE HAGEN
Wagnerian Co-Editor

If the state of the Greek lounges
al the beginning of the school year
was any indication, someone made
themselves feel at home in Towers
this summer.

For the sccond consceutive sum-
mer, Greek organizations have
come back (o their lounges to find

vandalism, disarray and signs of

someone tampering with their pos-
sessions. The nutial occurrence was
covered by the Wagnerian in the
September 10, 2008 issue, which
made mention of the fact that the
nstaltation of the new sprinkler
system was a project thal Wagner
had planned on spreading over two
SUMMers.

lFor Greeks, this meant that work-
crs would be inside the lounges for

For second straight year,
Greeks return to vandalized lounges

a sccond straight summer- which
was obviously a cause for concern
considering the first occurrence.

To attempt to curtail the uneasi-
ness thal many organizations felt
about leaving certain vatuables in
their lounge, Co-Curricular and
Residential Education offered to
buy storage units for the Greek or-
ganizations, provided that the or-
ganizations moved the items they
wanted stored themselves., This
offer was accepted by some organ-
1zations, while others turned it
down due 1o the difficulty of mov-
ing some select itcms.

Regardless, the Jounges were left
untidy and in certain instances van-
dalized for the second straight sum-
mer.  Alpha  Sigma  Alpha
Chairwoman Samantha Siegel no-
ticed the damage after moving in
early for RA training:

“T was the last one in and out of

the Tounge before and after the sum-
mer,” said Siegel , “I'd covered all
the [umiture in plastic and our items
were taped up and boxed.” She was
not greeted with the same image
upon return. Instead, Sicgel arrived
to find the lounge messy. with the
couch flipped over, one of the pad-
dles broken and the boxes open and
seemingly rummaged through.

When asked why they as a soror-
ity decided against storuge Siegel
explained: “we understood we were
taking a risk. We thought that
maybe people would be sitting on
our couches or eating in the lounge,
but obviously not for our things to
be opened or broken.” Siegel also
noted the logistical difficulty in
moving out all of the items from
towers, especially the cumbersome
ones, without the aid of an clevator
or moving tools,

The ASA wall, which is painted

with the names and fanily trees of

the sorority, also had profanity writ-
ten on it in several places, but it 1s
currently undetermined whether the
vandalism was by those who were
also responsible for the damage in
the lounge.

ASA was not the only organiza-
tion with damage i their lounge,
but their case was arguably the most
severe. Delta Nu found a hole in
one of their walls, while TKS found
cigarctie butts on the floor. Alpha
Omicron Pi also reported damage:
finding a broken Jamp, as well as
Juvenile vandalism on their walls.

Not all the Greek organizations
were aflected by the matter. In fact,
the sisters of Alpha Delta Pi pave
the sisters of ASA $100 to help
them remedy the situation. Co-Cur-
ricular and Residential Education
have elected not to reimburse the
organizations for the damages, bul

have not been entirely unsupport-
ive.

“Residential Education, Co-Cur-
ricular and the Dean of Campus
Life have all worked collabora-
fively to listen to the concerns, o
help arganizations file appropriate
documentation and reporting, and
to determine if anyone besides the
appropriate parties had access to the
lounges this summer,” said Sara
Klem, the director of Residential
Education.

Klein also confirmed thal despite
the damage in the Greek lounges
last ycar, Wagner decided to allow
the same company to complete the
project that worked on it last sum-
mer, though she also noted that
while the residence hall was unin-
habited over the summer months, it
was technically uncertain whether
the damage was conclusively the
responsibility of the contractors.
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The wreckage of the 1988 PanAm flight 103.

Mixed reactions to
health care debate

By MELANIE
VELENCIA
Wagnerian Staff Writer

In 2000, the World Health Or-
ganization released a report about
the quality of health care systems
worldwide. According to the WHO,
France led the world for the best
health care systen. Developing na-
tions like Costa Rica ranked 36",
while the United States, onc of the
most industrialized nations in the
world, placed 37" in the 2000 re-
port.

The United States Census Bureau
reported that 18% of the American
population remains uninsured. Dur-
ing the presidential election, Presi-
dent Obama campaigned  for
government reform,

However, millions of Amcricans
are debating whether a change in
the health care system 1s necessary.
Obama believes change n the sys-
tem is imperative because it will re-
spond to the plight of milhons of
Americans who remain unmnsured,

In recent interviews, Obama con-

tinues to stress the importance of

three principles in his health care
policy, including decreasing cost,
quality care, and the ability to keep
their current health care plan and
doctor or choose & new one.

Many Americans belicve  that
Obama’s new policy for a public
option for health insurance nfringes
with their civil liberties.

Opponents fear that a public op-
tion will mean that they will not

have the right to choose the type of

health insurance they want,

Once prominent group involved in
this discussion is the American As-
sociation of Retired People
(AARP).The AARP has created a
website that allows the public to
read about the myths and facts
about health care rcform. The

AARPDP reported, “One in every
three Americans say that someone
in thewr family has skipped pills,
postponed, or cut back on needed
medical carc duc to the rising cost
of health care. When the number of
unimsured Americans approaches 50
million, the fact 1s, we can’t afford
not to fix health care.”

Republicans and Democrats in
Congress remain divided, and cven
23 Democrats have declared they
will vote ‘no’ to Obama’s health
care overhaul.

Some Democrats feel that health
carc refonm is necessary, but are not
satisfied with the way the health
care bill is written.

Some congressmen warn that the
increase in laxes and the total cost
for health care reform is extremely
high.

Sophomore Cody Dulock ex-
pressed his opinion on the issuc. He
stated, “We {the U.S. government]
cannot run Medicare, Medicaid or
welfare correctly, so how are we
supposed to run an entire public op-
tion for health care correctly?”

Wagner student John Augello
worries that the money used to fi-
nance a public option will conse-
quently mean that less money will
be allocated towards medical re-
search,

According to the ABC-Washing-
ton Post poll, the country is split on
the health care issuc. The poll shows
that 46% of Americans feel that
there needs to be reform in the cur-
rent health care system, and 48%
are satistied with the current health
care system.

Wagner sophomore Matt Favetla
stated, “"The American people need
Lo realize that they are being misled
by special interest groups that are
intentionally trying to contuse peo-
ple for the sake of their own inter-
ests.”

Nation and World

... a bi-weekly review of major national and worldwide news

Release of Lockerbie bomber

remains contentious

By SCOTT ALTER
Wagnerian Staff Writer

In 1988, Pan Am flight 103 ex-
ploded over Lockerbie, Scotland.
Two-hundred-seventy people were
killed. Abdelbeset Ali Mohamed al
Megrahi, nicknamed the Lockerbie
Bomber, was tried and sentenced to
tife in prison for taking part in the
horrendous act. Recently, he was
released. and he returmed (o his
home in Libya. This comes eight
years after his sentencing. Scottish
Justice Secretary MacAskill, ac-
cording to CNN.com, cited com-
passionate grounds for the release.
He was quoted by saying that al
Megrahi was, “going home to die.”

Abdelbeset  Ali Mohamed  al
Megrahi is suflering from terminal
proslate cancer.

The release of (he so-called
Lockerbie Bomber has produced
mixed reactions with mosl being
positive from the people of Libya.

Al Megrahi was greeted with a
hero’s welcome in his homeland.
The Tripoh Post, a state-endorsed
newspaper, quoted an anonymous
source. It was obtamed by the
guardian.co.uk, and the source said,
“Itis a victory for the Libyan people
as a result of the clforts of the
Leader of the Revolution and other
Libyan officials.”

The United States and Britain do
not share this view. Those that were
killed i the 1988 bombing were
mostly American citizens.

Kathleen Flynn, whose son died
in the 1988 flight explosion, was
quoted by BBC saying that she was

hormrificd that the “terrorist” could be
released. Furthermore, he showed
no merey as he planted his bomb
and should never quaiify for any-
thing compassionate.

Kara Weipz, whose brother was
on board during the explosion, said,
“I don’t understand how the Scots
can show compassion. [ don’tshow
compassion for someone who
showed no remorse.”

David Miliband, Britain’s For-
cign Sceretary deseribed the hero
welcome seenes as deeply distress-
ing. He told the BBC, “Obviously
the sight of a mass murderer getting
a hero’s welcome in Tripoli is
deeply upsetting, deeply distress-
ing.” Gordon Brown, Britain’s
Prime Mimster, was outraged by
Megrahi’s release and homecoming
celebration.

CNN Furopean News obtained a
quote from Prime Minister Brown
as saying, 1 have to tefl you that [
was both angry and I was repulsed
by the reception that a convicted
bomber, guilty of a huge terrorist
crime, receieved on his retumn to
Libya”

Furthermore, “Because it was a
quasi-judicial matter, because it was
a matter legislated for by the Scof-
tish Parliament and not by us, it was
a matter over which we could not
interfere and had no control over the
final outcome.”

Mecanwhile, President
Obama said that Megrahi’s release,
eight years inlo his life sentence,
was a misiake.

His administration  told  the
Libyan government that Mcgrahi
should not receive a hero’s welcome

Barack

and should just be placed on house
arrest.

Wagner College students had
their opintons about this important
news story. Michael Potter, a grad-
uate student, said, “Well, [ actually
graduated undergrad from Syracuse
and thirty-five Syracusc students
dicd mn that crash. There is a big
memorial on the campus, a week
dedicated to the anniversary, and
annual scholarships in name of each
person who passed away. Two
Scottish students study there in an
exchange program, so 1 was very
upscet and sympathetic to the fami-
lies to hear what had happened.”
Joe Eurell, another graduate student,
said, “He [Al Megrahi] should rot in
jail.”

The BBC obtained a statement
from Al Megrahi which his atlorney
Tony Kelly read o reporters. He
said, “Many people...] know arc
upset that my appeal has come (o
the end, but nothing more can be
done about the circumstances of the
Lockerbie bombing. [ share their
frustration. 1 had most to gain and
nothing to los¢ about the whole
truth coming out, until my diagnosis
of cancer. To those victims’ rela-
tives who can bear to hear me say
this, they continue to have my sin-
cere sympathy for the unimaginable
loss that they have sullered.”

Al Megrahi continues to maintain
his innocence, insisting that he was
put in prison for something he did
not do. “The remaining days of my
life will have 1o be spent under the
shadow of the wrongness of my
conviction.”

Amnesty insists Obama end Cuban embargo

By STEPHANIE
BERRIOS
Wagnerian Staff Writer

Amnesty  International  has
strongly urged President Barack
Obama to Iift sanctions on Cuba this
month as a precursor fowards erad-
icating the U.S. trade embargo
against the island.

The London-based human rights
organization issued the appeal sev-
eral days prior to a September 14
deadline for President Obama to
renew the provisions of the
decades-long embargo against Cuba
under the Trading With the Enemy
Act. According (o BBC News,
Obama has “the power” to extend
the sanctions for another yecar or
stop them.

Amnesty International’s Secre-
tary General frene Khan stated that
for President Obama, “this is the
perfect opportunity to distance him-
self from the failed policies of the
past.” Khan also made reference to
how this situation could provide the
President with the chance to “send a

strong message lo the US. Con-
gress on the need to cnd the em-
bargo.”

Protesting against Cuban human
rights abuses, the US imposed the
Trading with the Enemy Act in
1962. According to a Reuter’s arti-
cle, this act forbids “any type of
trade or financial transaction, in-
cluding those related to travel, trans-
portation, or business in times of
war or when a national emergency
has been declared in relation to a
certain country.”

Amnesty International is calling
on the president to take the first step
towards dismantling the US em-
bargo against Cuba by not extend-
ing the sanctions. The organization
is concerned that the embargo is
preventing Cubans from accessing
medicine and medical equipment
necessary for treating life-threaten-
ing diseases.

“It’s  preventing  millions  of
Cubans from bencfiting from vital
medicines and medical equipment
essential for their health,” said Ms,
Khan.

In its report, “The U.S. embarge
against Cuba: its impact on ceo-
nomi¢ and social rights,” Ammnesty
stated that the embargo has stifled
Cuba’s ability to import nutritional
products from the U.S., leading fo a
dramatic increase in the number of
cases of iron deficiency, also called
anemia. Citing data from the United
Nations, Amnesty’s report also in-
dicated that approximately 37.5 per-
cent of Cuban children under the
age of three have been affected by
the ban on nutritional products. The
embargo has also limited the reno-
vation of hospitals and carc centers
for the elderly.

Since entering the White House
in January, President Obama has
willingly taken the sleps towards
softening US-Cuban relations by
permitting Cuban-Americans to
visit and send money to relatives
fiving on the island. Despite lifting
restrictions, Obama insists that the
embargo will stay in effect until
Cuba releases political prisoners
and improves human rights.
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Little things

By CHARISSE WILLIS
Opinion Editor

When I was younger, 1
had trouble sleeping. After
everyone else had gone to
bed, | would get out of bed
and walk back and forth in
the hallway hoping that the
creaking of floor boards
would somehow lull me to
sleep. Some nights this
process worked and others it
did not.

On the nights where the
constani pitter patter of my
feet lasted for more than 30
minutes my aunt would get
out of bed, walk past me
without a word and head to
the kitchen, Fighting to hide
my smile, | would follow.

As I sat playing with the
salt and pepper shakers or
whatever else I could find
on the kitchen table, my
aunt would make me apple
sauce.

I remember talking to her
about my day and watching
her nod her head, at all the
right moments, all the while
her hands never stopped
moving.

Eventually, atter what
seemed like hours, she
would place a hot bowl of
apple sauce in front of me. 1
never ale it right away; in-
stead I inhaled the sweet
cinnamon flavor, allowing

my nose to have the first
taste,

Then | would take my
spoon and stir it around so
that my tongue would not
be injured in my haste to
eat. Finally, I would allow
myself to taste the apple
sauce,

As | savored the delicious
flavor | experienced a feel-
ing of comfort. | would for-
get about the problems of
the day and whatever had
been keeping me awake.
After a few spoonfuls of de-
light I was ready for bed.

My aunt would walk me
back down the hall and tuck
me into bed and I would be
asleep before she made it
back to the kitchen.

My aunt has passed on
since then and every so
often 1 think about our ¢lan-
destine apple sauce meet-
ings.

I realize that | never asked
her for the recipe for her ap-
plesauce and I never took
the time 1o pay attention to
what she was doing while [
rambled on about my day.

She lost out on sleep to
listen to my problems and
make me feel betier, which
very few people would do
in this day and age.

In our world of text mes-
saging, Facebook, and ¢-
mail. we very rarely take the
time to sit face to face with
a person and listen to them.

Instead, we send them a
quick instant message or
sneak them a text message
while we are in class.

We are losing out on pre-
cious time with our loved
ones because today’s world
does not value quality time
with others.

S0 today, make it your
goal to sit and talk to some-
one and really listen to what
they have to say because
time is fleeting.

Agree? Disagree?
Write a letter to the editor and see your
words here!
wagneriani@wagner.edu

All opimions expresscd on this page are strictly that of the
writer and do not reflect the views of the Wagnerian, its
editors, or its advisors.

Classic literature with a twist

By JENN INZETTA
Wagnerian Staff Writer

“[t is a truth universally acknowl-

edged that a zombie in possession of

brains must be in want of more
brains” (Grahame-Smith 7). Sound
famihiar? The above quote is a line
from the newest edition of Jane
Austen’s classic “Pride and Preju-
dice,” republished as “Pride and Prej-
udice and Zombies”. This novel
rewrites the original “Pride and Prgj-
udice” so that not only is Elizabeth
Bennet an outspoken and spirited
heroine but an expert zombie killer as
well. [ronic and intelligent, [ could
not help but enjoy this latest twist on
aclassic tale. In fact, | have even rec-
ommended it to some of my classics
weary friends in an attempt to slowly
but steadily draw them into the world
of Jane Austen, 4 tactic | am sure the
publishers at Quirk Classics bad in
mind when setting out to create not
only “Pnde and Prejudice and Zom-
bies,” but also the soon to be released
“Sense and Sensibility and Sca Mon-
sters.”

Quirk Classics is not the only pub-
lishing house to use the supernatural
craze in an attempt o boost the sales
of classical literature. HarperTeen is
in the process of releasing a new edi-
tion of “Wuthering Heights.” The
cover of the book has a black back-
drop with a single red rose adoming

i L

Wuthering
I IL'I',_I._',l'Il.x

The new cover for the novel,” Wuthering Heights”

the cover, a Twilight-esque twist in-
tended to draw in readers of the
famed “Twilight Saga.” In fact,
HarperTeen goes one step further, de-
claring that “Wuthering Heights” is
Edward and Bella’s favorite book, a
fact based on Twilight author
Stephanic Meyer's many references
lo Bront€’s novel throughout her
oW,

However, while 1 was open-
minded about the zombics crashing
dinner with the Darcys’, | was over-
come with English major indignation
when [ first saw the new “Wuthering
Heights™ cover. Why should they
need to reference Twilight to get peo-
ple to read a classic novel? Edward
and Bella could not possibly compare
to Catherine and Heathchitt. Is noth-

ing sacred? Then [ stopped, took a
breath and reexamined my initial dis-
gust. Is it an insult to Bronté to use
sparkling vampires and obsessive
teenage girls to promote her novel? [s
it an insult to Austen to rearrange, edit
and rewrite her work to add zombies,
blood and gore?

Finally, 1 decided that no, it is not.
The ironic and sarcastic tone of
Austen’s novel is made only more ap-
parent with the addition of zombies,
Similarly, “Wuthering Heights™ itself
remains the same, only the cover will
change. So if 1t 1s the zombies and
vampires that draw new readers in,
then so be it 1t is Austen and Bronté
that will have them coming back for
more.

An emerging butterfly

By STEPHANIE
BUSCEMA
Wagneria Co-Editor

Fall 2009 marks the start of my
Junior year; my second to last year as
a student at Wagner College. As Au-
gust approached, the realities of my
responsibilities started to hit home.
Junior year is crunch time, the year to
{igurc out the path T will take towards
my future. Sitting in the Wagnerian
office during the carly weeks of Au-
gust, organizing and designing the
campus guide with my co-cditors, |
thought “Where did the time go?” 1
remember when | was a {reshman,
lost, overwhelmed and stressed.

Before I joined the Wagnerian and
various other organizations on cam-
pus, | was worried about my aca-
demics and giving in to the social
pressures of the environment around
me. [ spent my freshman year in the
library and in my roon, reading and
doing homework. While others ven-
tured to their {avorite place, the bar, 1
went to my favorite place, the library.
I sat on the first floor at a back table.
I thought of it as my little cocoon, a
place where | could avoid distraction
and still be able to look out and ob-
serve from time to time.

As the first semester progressed, i

realized [ was nol allowing mysclfio
enjoy Wagner as much as [ should. [
decided to take an Expanding Your
Horizon trip to Hawaii. 1 knew i1t
was a risk to travel abmost 17 hours
with my professor and 40 plus stu-
dents that T hardly new, but I did it
anyway. Do I regret the excursion?
Absolutely not.

When | returned from Hawaii, 1
was a new person. [ realized that
having funis not only acceptable,
but it is vital. A balance is needed
between fun and academics. An ad-
venturous side of me began to un-
ravel. 1 had always been the
spontaneous type in high school, but
after dealing with a sick parent my
senior year of high school and the
summer before college, 1 became
very serious. Finally, | escaped from
my cocoon, realizing that time is
precious. This s my youth and 1 own
it. I have the power to make deci-
sions and make the best of my hife. [
want to cxperience cverything. |
want to travel the world, attend the
events on campus, explore Manhat-
tan, the city in which [ was raised, and
most of all enjoy my time at Wagner
while | have it.

It would have been casy to sink
back into my cocoon this year, but |
decided that, with my two remaining
years at Wagner, [ want to move for-

ward and continue my quest for
knowledge and exploration. Most im-
portantly, T am making a promise (o
mysell that T will not take my time
here for granted because before |
know it I will be an adult in the real
world with a real job.

While I am still at Wagner I plan
to take advantage of the opportunities
available to me. | will be attending
another EYH trip, but this time | am
going to England. This will be my
first time out of the country and over-
scas, an addition to my life experi-
ences. My time s precious to me
and I do not plan to waste any of it.

A quote that has really impacted
me and my perception of time is,
“Your time is limited, so don't waste
it living someone else's lile. Don't be
trapped by dogma - which is living
with the results of other people's
thinking. Don't let the noise of other's
opinions drown out your own inner
voice. And most important, have the
courage to follow your heart and in-
tuition. They somehow already know
what you truly want to become.
Everything else is secondary.” These
words are very truthful and most of
all encouraging. They open my heart
and give me a sensc of appreciation;
I will them during my journcy of
life,
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round out this fall's entertainment line-up in New York City

Fall 2009 brings inexpensive
entertainment to NYC

By NANCY ARAVECZ
Wagnerian Staff Writer

Yet another school year is under-
way and for many students, espe-
cially upperclassmen, a feeling of
restlessness 1 running rampant as
the novelty of hanging around in
Harbor View and Towers is quickly
wearing off.

At a school so close to Manhat-
tan, where at any given moment a
multitude of exciting things are hap-
pening, there is absolutely no ex-
cuse for boredom—not even a thin
wallct.

This especially applies 1o music
fans because (all 2009 has some re-
ally fantastic things going on in and
around the city, no matter what your
Jam s,

Fans of pop rock and the outdoors
can catch Phoenix and Passion Pit
perform at Central Park’s Rumscey
Playficld on Sept. 25 and 26. while
hip-hop lovers can attend “This is
50 Fest™ at Governor’s Island on
Oct. 3.

Rap mogul 50 Cent wil
headline fall hip-hop festi-
val, “This is 50 Fest.”

This is 50 Fest” 15 a must-see fes-

tival headlined by 50 cent. Also per-
torming are Kid Cudi, Wale, and
Mike Posner. Tickets for this arc a

Kid Cudi, featured artist
at “This is 50 Fest.”

bit pricier at $45, but completely
worth the investment.

Cheaper tickets include folk-aci
Kevin Devine and The Get Up Kids
al Gramercy Theater on Oct. 30
(524).

Up and coming band The Static
Jacks, known for their eclectic and
organic rock sound are having an
album release party that is open to
the public on Oct. 7 at Webster
Hall’s The Studio ($8).

For the student willing to venture
into New Jersey, Maxwecll’s in
Hoboken 1s a quaint venuc that can
always be depended on for a greal,
incxpensive show.  Singer-song-
writer Jack Penate and Swedish
electronic outfit Miike Snow arc
playing there on Sept. 19 for $13,
and 1t’s surc to be one hell of a
dance party.

Also at Maxwells are psyche-

e Get Up Kids, Passion Pit, and Phoenix

delic-indie-rockers  Portugal. the
Man on Oct. 16 for $t4.

Looking for something fun to do
for free? Check out the Metropoli-
tan Museum of Art on Sept. 30, a
Wednesday night when The College
Group is throwing a Great Gatsby
themed party in The New American
Wing. A great way (o meet other
college students in NYC while
looking fabulous in a flapper cos-
ume.

On a morc athletic note, Gover-
nors Island offers “Free Bike Fri-
day” where anyonc can renf a
bicycle free of charge for one hour
and explore the island’s rich history
and interesting buildings and land-
scape.

Venue |locations and
directions

Central Park’s Rumsey Play-
field: enter the park at 69th Street
and 5th Avenue on the east side or
at 72nd Street and Central Park
West )

Governor’s Island: 10 South
Street; about a one minufe walk
from South Ferry

Gramercy Theater: 127 East
23rd Street; Take the R to 231d
Street

Webster Hall: 125 East 11th
Street; Take the R to 14th Street

Maxwell’s: 1039 Washington
Street, Hoboken, NJ

The Metropolitan Museum of
Art: 1000 Fifth Avenuie at 82nd
Strect, Take the 4 to 86th Street

Listen
Up?

Keep On Loving You - Reba
McEntire (Starstruck/Valory)

The country legend is back with
her 31st album entitled Keep On
Loving You. Her debut single
“Strange.” is an upbeat. in-your-
face, girf-power-promoting anthem
aboul getting over a break up. It is
one of the many songs on this
album that is relatable to almost

8 cveryone, The title song, I Keep
On Loving You,™ is one of then, Tt is a powertul ballad that pertains to cou-
ples everywhere about the hardships that one endures in a relationship and

the struggle to move past them. ‘The album also consists of upbeat dance
worthy songs like "Pink Guitar™ and =T Want a Cowboy.” [ those aren’( fun
enough, the atbum includes a dance mix version of 1 Want a Cowboy™ that
will get listeners off their seats and on their feet. Pain and heartbreak are
also revealed in this album in such songs as “Consider Me Gone,”™ “Over
You,” and “Maggie Creck Road.”™ Whether the listeners are hardeore coun-
try fans or just open minded music junkies, this album has something for
CVEIyone.

You'll love it if you like: The Dixic Chicks. Carric Underwood, Martina
McBride ~ By Amandua I'rechette

Gold Country — Chuck Ragan
(SideOneDummy)

After recording an album with
country musician Austin Lucas, it
scems that former Hot Water
Music vocalist Chuck Ragan has
been inspired for the better. From
the first note of his new album,
Gold Country, Ragan will have
you completely converted o his
country-infused rock. The man
who once appeared in one of the most hardeore bands of the late 90's has
put his brilliantly raspy vocals 1o good use on his third solo disc, bringing
his always anthentie tracks to a new height. Album highlights include “For
Goodness Sake,” “The Treneh,” and “Done and Done.” though none of the
tracks fail w impress. The singer has truly reached new songwriting heights,

CHLEK aidans

bringing in more instruments than ever before and steering bis songs to-
wards the more upbeat. Ragan still includes many of his signature ballads
but keeps the album fiesh and fun with some truly addictive choruses and
foot-taping melodies. Complete with mandolin, a stiing scetion, a slew of
backup vocals and even a full chorus, this really could be the best new album
0f 2009,

You'll love it if vou like: La Rocca, Hot Water Music, lron and Wine

~ By Paige Herlily

The Script - The Seript

1f you have been watching “VHI s
Top 20 Countdown,™ for the past
few weeks. then you have heard of
The Script, Known for their hit
song, “Man Who Can’t Be
Moved”, this three-picee band
from Dublin. Ireland has a unique
sound that's crossing the Atlantic.
Alveady chart toppers in both Ire-
s land and Great Brilain, the Script
has opened sold-out shows for U2 and Paul McCartney. Making their United
States debut this past year. the Seript has already made a name for them-
selves headlining a sold out tour. Influenced by Van Marrison, the Poiice and
Timbaland. this album ofters something for everyone’s musical taste. With
catchy verses and hip swaying beats like “Rusty Halo™ and “Fall for Any-
thing,” most of the album’s lyrics narrate the lives of characters trying 1o
find love or in some cases even forgeting it ever existed at all. With previ-
ous expericnee as producers and session musicians, singer Danny (-
Donoghue, guitarist Mark Shechan and drammer Glen Power, are a foree to
be reckoned with and will be around for years to come,

You’ll love it if vou like; One Republic, The Fray, Matt Nathanson

~ By Chelsea Fodero
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Touly

Rehearsals in full swing for
The Who's "Tommy”

band’s songs into a fascinating
story.

The play’s stage manager. Emma
Acciani is excited about the pro-
duction saying, “The rehearsals arc
going really smoothly and the cast
1s really enthusiastic about it. We've
got really great people working on
it. The chorcography, done by
Michacl Blackmon, is one of the
coolest things I've ever seen.”

By JACK TAMBINI
Wagnerian Staff Writer

The Wagner College thcatre de-
partment has officially begun its
production of “Tommy.” a musical
written in 1992 by the Who's Pete
Townshend and based on the band’s
1969 album, “Tommy.”

The play, a story about a psycho-
logically disturbed boy living in
mid-twenticth century England, 1s
being direcled by Scott Barnhardt
and 1s being performed on the Main
Stage.

Fans of the Who will enjoy the
show’s intricate weaving ol the

The show’s cast is mostly seniors
and juniors with Jason Garrison as
Tommy, Stefante Gaertmer as Mrs.,
Walker, Chris DeRosa as the Lover,
Patrick Heffernan as Ghost Dad,
and Joe Donrelly as Uncle Emic.

The show’s plot focuses on

themes including discrimination,
idolization, and individuality.

‘Tommy, who has had a difficult
childhood, finds solace in playing
pinball. His skill at the game causes
his whole world to change. Acciani
added, [t sounds like there's going
to be crazy lighting (done by Vicki
Neal), they're bringing in an extra
light-board and everything,” which
might suggest lighting and effects to
reflect the pinball motif.

“Tommy” will be running from
Wednesday, Oct.. 7 through Satur-
day, Oct. 10 for the first week and
Wednesday, Oct. 14 until Sunday,
Oct. I8 for the second week.

Summer’s
five best
albums

not dwell in it. The presence of light,
airy prano and touching lyrics replace
the band's usually guitar-centric
sound. On “Hope Dies Last,” while
lead singer Jason Molina croons
“hope dies last of all,” the band’s sad-
ness truly resonates but is lined with
a hope that makes the album soar.
Released: July 21, 2009

3. Portugal. The Man - The Satanic
Satanist (Equal Vision)

Bringing together classic rock
sounds from across the generations,
Portugal. The Man, has created
something both nostalgic and new.
Their tourth studie album features
o0s-era rock, 70s-style funk and a
sprinkling of folk and soul, to create
what is certainly their best album to
date. And the cover art is so amazing
it will have even the biggest
technophile picking up a CD instead
of’an MP3 (or at least it should).
Released: Tuly 21, 2009
4, Fun. - Aim and Ignite (Unsigned)

Led by ex-Format frontman, Nate
Ruess, Fun. seems (o throw conven-

By PAIGE HERLIHY
Wagnerian Entertainment
Editor

1. Taking Back Sunday - New
Again (Warner Bros. Records)
While this album might not be the
best-written album of this summer, in
the truest TBS form, 1t 1s the perfect
summer mix. The album mercilessly
returns to Tell All Your Friends-era
TBS, bringing a rougher, more sin-
cere sound than the un-inspired
Loucler Now.
Released: June 2, 2009
2. Magnolia Electric Co. -
Josephine (Secretly Canadian)
After the hearthreaking loss of
bassist Evan Farrell, Magnoha Elcc-
tric Co., armed with song ideas he
created, decided to record Josephine
as a tribute to their friend. The album,
hawever, 18 not a mouming, but a cel-
ebration of Farrell’s antistic genius.
While the disc certainly shows that
the band is broken by the loss, it docs

tional songwriting rules out the win-
dow in favor of well, fun. Despite the
litle of the album’s first track, “Be
Calm,” the dise is almost schizo-
phrenic in its delivery, and it works.
Ruess uses everything from gospel
choirs to strings, from pop ¢lements
to swing style, sometimes all in one
song, to throw together one of the
most non-traditional and non-radio-
friendly albums ever, and it’s so much
fun.

Released: Aug. 25, 2009

5. Mos Def - The Ecstatic (Down-
town)

Over two years after the 2006 release,
True Magic, a notorious flop, Mos
Def 1s back with his fifth disc. The
Ecstatic follows the progressive
trends of The New Danger and True
Magic, but does it much better, with
smooth transitions and experimental
beats. Album highlights include “Life
In Marvelous Times,” “Pistola,” and
“Auditoriun.”

Released: Junce 9, 2009

The Wagnerian, PAGE 9

Fall television premiere dates

Sunday, Sept. 20
Curb Your Enthusiasm, 9p.m.
(HBO)

Monday, Sept. 21

Heroes, 8 p.m. (NBC)

House, 8 p.m. (Fox)

How [ Met Your Mather, 8 p.m.
(CBS)

Accidentally on Purpose, 8:30 p.m.
(CBS)

Two and a Half M
The Big Bang Theory
(CBS)

CSI: Miami, 10 p.m, (CBS)

9 p.m. (CBS)
930 p.m.

 Sept.
8 p.m. (CBS)
Los Angeles, 9
The Forgotten, 10 p.m. (ABC)
The Good Wife, 10 p.m. (CBS)

Wednesday, Sept. 23

The New Adventures of Old Chiris-
tine, § p.m. (CBS)

Mercy, § p.m. (NBC)

Criminal Minds, 9 p.m. (CBS)
Law & Order: Special Victims
Unit, 9 p.m. (NBC)

Modem Family, 9 p.m. (ABC)
“ougar Town, 9:30 pm. (ABC)
CSI:NY, 10 pam., (CBS)
Eastwick, 10 p.m. (ABC)

Thursday, Sept. 24
ash Forward, 8 p.m. (ABC)
ation, 9

v's Anatomy, 9 pm, (ABC)
The Mentalist, 10 p.m, (CBS)

Friday, Sept. 25
Brothers, 8 p.m. (Fox)

“The Lovely Bones”

ackson, the
d on the best
seabold, 1s the
story of a young girl's murder. The
story, told from heaven by the girl,
Susie Salmon (Saoirse Ronan), fol-
lows the lives of Susie’s friends and
family as she attempts to lead them
to her remains, The movie 15 set to
be released on Dec 11 and features
an all-star cast including Mark
Wahlberg, Rachel Weisz, Stanley
Tucei, Susan Sarandon and Michael
Imperioli.

Directed by Peter

Ghost Whisperer, 8 p.m. (CBS)
Law & Order, 8 p.m. (NBC)
Smallville, § pm. (CW)
Dollhouse, 9 p.m. (Fox)
Medium, 9 p.m. (CBS)
Numb3rs, 10 pm. (CBS)

Sunday, Sept. 27
. I ons, 8 p.m. (Fox)

d Show, 8:30 p.m.
(Fox)
Desperate Housewives, 9 p.m.
(ABC)
Dexter, 9 p.m. (Showtime)
Family Guy. 9 p.m. (Fox)
Brothers & Sisters, 10 p.m. (ABC)
Californication, 10 p.m. (Show-
time)
Cold Case, 10 p.m. (CBS)

Monday, Sept. 28
Lie to Me, 9 p.m. (Fox)
Trauma, 9 p.m. (NBC)

Wednesday, Sept. 30
Hank, 8 p.m. (ABC)
Middle, 8:30 pm. (ABC)

Thursday, Oct. 1
Private Practice, 10 p.m. (ABC)

Sunday, Oct. 4
Three Rivers, 9 p.m. (CBS)

Friday, Oct. 9
Ugly Betty, 8 p.m. (ABC)

Thursday, Oct. 15
30 Rock. 9:30 p.m. (NBC)

Friday, Oct. 23
Southland, 9 p.m. (NBC)

PRl BUNDAY TiMEE GESTRELLER

O
AT l”{ﬁ]'
[

LOVELY
BONES

Tegan and Sara

Following their Oct. 27 debut of
therr new album, Sainthood, dy-
n and Sara will
begin touring, hitting New York
City's Town Hall on Oct. 30 and
31. The album will be produced by
longtime Tegan and Sara friends
Howard Redekopp and Death Cab
for Cutic’s Chris Walla. *I think the
fan favorites in terms of records

namic-duo Teg

hil\-’L" been our last two. S(_‘.I we
brought in the production teams
from both and made a hybrid of
sound,” Quin told Prefix-
mag.com. Tickets for Town Hall
are priced between $34 and $44
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Speedy freshman wide reciever, Kadeem Miller, cuts open for
a pass against Stone Hill on Sept. 5, 2009.

2009 football
season preview

By ALYSSA AHERIN
Wagnerian Staff Writer

This year's football season is kick-
ing oft with {20 student athletes, 60
freshmen and three new coaches.
There is much anticipation for the
Seahawks 2009 season, as the ath-
letes have been on campus working
hard in preseason, two weeks prior to
the fall semester.

From the Director of Athletics and
head coach of the [ootball team, Walt
Hameline, preseason was a success
for it enabled the stall “to see who
was ready to compete.” Coach
Hameline hopes to “build on that suc-
cess throughout the rest of the sea-
son.”

Key student-athletes such as junior
wide receiver Tyrone Collins, junior
safety Stefen Gage and senior cor-
nerback Tavares Lee, werc unable to
play for the first game duc to presca-
son jurics. Hopelully these student-
athletes arc healthy and ready to play,
as these are major impact players for
the Seahawks.

The Wagner Seahawks kicked off
the season to Stonehill, losing 45-42,
Despite the loss on Saturday the
squad will tum right around and face
SUNY-Maritime on Thursday Sept.
10 for their second game of the sea-
Son.

Three new coaches joined the al-
ready power housc statl. New Tight
End Coach, Ryne Nutt previously
went to Central Connecticut State,
Wide Receiver Coach Marcus Ed-
wards is also new to the footbball
staff graduating from the University

of South Florida. Coach Bobby
Abare comes from Yale University
and is coaching the linebackers.

After speaking with Coach Abare
about key players and their roles on
the team, he reported that he hopes
“the offensive line will be one of our
[the teams’] strong pomnts.” On the
defensive side, Joe Harkins and Jorel
Joseph have “emerged as starters and
are expected to make an impact.”

Lastly, when asked about freshman
players to lookout tor, Abare replied,
“running back by the name of Do-
minique Williams, whom had an ex-
cellent preseason.”

Wagner was picked to finish eight
out of nine teams in the Northeast
Conference. These rankings will not
keep the squad down. They hope to
show these doubters otherwise and
pick up victories game after game.

The 2009 football home schedule
includes Sept. 26 vs Samnt Francis
(PA) at noon during Family Week-
end.

The homecoming game will (ake
place on Oct. 24 vs, Sacred Heart at |
p.m. Other games include Nov. 7 vs,
CCSU and the 21st vs. Albany (Se-
nior Day) both at | p.m.

Check out all the spectacular deals
such as season ticket benefits, fan bus
transportation, birthday bash pack-
age, touchdown ¢lub, and the much
talked about charter flight to North
Dakota State University.

More information can be found by
contacting the Athletic Marketing
Office at 718-420-4008, the Ticket
Office at 718-420-4039.

New year, new goals,
new strategy

By CAROLYN SUSINO
Wagnerian Sports Editor

Scasonal captains are no longer a
part of the game plan.

Director of Athletics and Head
Coach of the Wagner College Fool-
ball Team, Walt Hameline, aims to in-
still a new tradition for this upcoming
season. Coach Hameline has decided
to set weekly captains for the football
team, instead of the traditional sea-
sonal captains.

Conventionally the football team
has had onc or two caplains ( in some
cases up ta four) in the past. However
in the last two years, the football team
has been under instruction of only
one captain. The idea of one solid rale
model came from the tradition at Yale
University, according to Coach
Hameline.

Now influenced by the sports pro-
gram at South Florida State, Coach
Hameline has set weekly captains for
the 2009-2010 season.

“It ties nto our leadership pro-
gram,” added Hameline.

The Football I cadership Program,
added to Wagner College about six
years ago, contains about ten to
twelve athletes. The football staff
Jooked at the leadership program at
South Florida State and noticed that
they use weekly captaing. Coach
Hameling, along with the other foot-
ball coaches, belicve that using this
model will improve Wagner Col-
lege's approach (o leadership and en-
courage the team overall.

The staft talked about the ap-
proach throughout the suromer and
started to use it this fall,

Coach Hameline trusts that weekly
captains will give everyone on the
team a chance to obtain the position,

“It is a combination of doing
cverything right on campus. You
want those people to be well re-
spected by their teammates and
looked upon as doing things the right
way while still having all those lead-
ership qualities on and off the field,”
said Coach Hameline.

In order fo maintain the position,
the athletes must show leadership in
practice throughout the week, as well
as 1 the game. The coaches will then
pick no more than four captains in the
begimning of the week.

When asking if the approach as

Photo courtesy of Wagner Athletics
Senior, Lon Woods, returning wide reciever enters the
2009 season with 20 career receptions for 1,146 yards.
Woods Needs just seven receptions to enter the Wagner
all-time top 10.

been successhul so far, Coach Hame-
line replied, “Yes, 1 think so. The peo-
ple you have picked so far have been
leaders and done well.”

Week One captain, senior football
offensive lineman Chazz Gonzalez
said, “1 think it’s & good idca because
it gives everyone a chance to take a
lcad role by motivating their fellow
tcammates cspecially in practice.
They are just trying a new system, a
new approach. | think they did it to
make us work hard and find leaders
within the upperclassmen on the
team.”

On the other hand, Matt Martins, a
freshman linebacker from Long Ts-
land, is used to the idea of weekly
captains, He said, "My high school
team had the same thing, so I am
pretly used to it I think it was suc-
cessful in regards o our last win
against SUNY Maritime. It’s more of
a change when you switch captains.™

However, there have been some
concerns by other athletes in regards

to Hameline’s dectsion. Junior
catcher Emily Picrce says, *1 mterpret
it more as a ‘player of the week,” not
as a traditional captains role because
I'see thal as a seasonal responsibility.”
Freshman basketball guard Danny
Mundweller believes, “I think 1t’s a
good idea but I don’t agree with the
idea. The team needs to look up to
some leader, and if they are picking
new captains to lead them each week
then they don’t know who the leader
of the team is. I think you need 1o set
itin stone who the leader of the team
is 50 the young guys, including the
freshman and sophomores, know
who to go to and know who they can
follow and leok up 10.”

The new captains for Week 2 are
senior Matt Martin, junmior Tyler
Newberry, junior Sean O’Reilly,
senior Jog Harkns and junior Ryan
Pentz.

Hopefully these weekly captains
will lead thewr team successtully
against St. Francis on Sepl. 26.

SPOLTS WLRITERS NEEDED?
Interested in writing or designing for the Wagnerian sports
section? If so, come to our meeting on Mondays at

8:30 p.m. If you cannot make the meeting, e-mail the
sports editor at wagnerian@wagner.edu




Sept. 30, 2009

SPORTS

The Wagnerian, PAGE 11

Man on the field

“As long as you play hard and with enthusiasm,
somethmg good 1s going to come out of 1t.”

By STEPHANIE
BUSCEMA
Wagnerian Co-Editor

On a brisk Tuesday evening in
March, wearing a green athletic suit,
bundled up with, over-sized gloves
and a green hat, covering his whole
head to fend off the cold winds,
Coach Walt Hameline  prowlsthe
football ficld of the Scahawk sta-
dium, looking with watchful eyes on
his players and their performance
during practice.

Observing tackle practice, Flame-
line walks right up 10 one of his ath-
letes put his hands on his chest and
says, “remember don’t kill the guy.”
Groups of statuesque, stout football
playurs and trainers are looking and
cheering on the two players pushing
cach other to the ground, calting their
names and yetling “go!™

Hameline starts yelling and Fist
pumping to cheer on the athletes, an
indication of an involved and sup-
portive coach.

Grunting, yelling, cheering, whis-
tles blowing, those are the sounds
heard on the ficld. Defensive linemen
are running drills, and Hameline
starts yelling. [ a player makes a
mistake he will make the athlete
aware of this error and he will also
praise a player if their performance
is exceptional.

While the athletes are running an-
other drill, onc makes a faux pas.
Hameline yells, “look at the damn
football!™ He is a finm believer in let-
ting people do their jobs, making mis-
takes and learning from those
mistakes.

Through organization, Hameline

manages the athletes and a number of

coaches who work in the athletic de-
partment.  He states, "I you are
good, boy oh boy, I'll let you do what
you wanl.” e allows for those peo-
ple to do their jobs and holds them ac-
countable.

Like any good coach, Hameline
seems intimidating and often mean
when rinning a practice. His inten-
tions are not to make his team teel in-
adequate but to motivate his athletes
to be successtul on the ficld and im-
prove their abilities.

His coaching style is what has
made him so successiul as Wagner
College’s head lootball coach, giving
Wagner a record ol 150 wins on Oc-
tober 20, 2001,

Becoming athletic director

After the passing of his father at
age 12, Hameline continued on with
his athlctic childhood.

He remembers, "My coaches took
me by the hand and led me the right
way, in the rght direction.”™ With 30
years ol experience in intercollegiale
athletics, Walter C. Hameline is the
director of athlctics and head {ootball
coach for Wagner College.

In 1975, he served as an Assistant
Football Coach at Brockport State
University and graduated with a
bachelor of science degree in physical
cducation. Hameline’s involvement
with student athletes began immedi-
ately after graduating,

He then continued to Platisburgh

Photo courtesy of Wagner Athletics

Coach Walt Hameline motivates his players during their first
home game against Stone Hill on September b.

where he coached baseball, football
and basketball.

Nex(, at Albany State Universily,
he coached football and worked dili-
gently to receive his master’s n edu-
cation. Moving on, he was the
assistant coach at Brown University
and eventually moved on to Wagner
to become assistant atbhletic director
and assistant football coach.

Atthe tume, PJ Carlesimo held the
title of athletic dircctor and after leav-
ing the position Hameline moved into
his place. Meanwhile, during this pe-
riod of time, Wagner was a division
111 athletics institution and on De-
cember 12, 1987, won the national
[ootball championship with Walt
Hameline as head football coach and
athletic dircctor.

Devoted to his athletes

Many ask him, “Why haven't you
left your position?” He states,
“You're dealing with kids, student
athletes. The people who are working
with you who love what they are
doing.” Hameline s a big believer in
his athletes getting an education on
and ofl the field.

During practice, the players are
filmed while running the plays and
then the coaches reviews and grades
the films. The coaches then evaluate
and explain to the players what they
did right and what they did wrong.
Learning tools are all implemented
during this process. Hameline looks
upon coaching as teaching; coaches
coach, teachers teach, they know
what they are doing,

Although as a coach, Hameline
faces many challenges such as the
cconomy and trying to [ind the right
facilities and making decisions for the
student athietic welfare, his strengths
of organization,enthusiasm and tatk-
ing persona allows lor him to make
changes and adjustments {or the best
interests of the student athletes.

One student athlete, Senior. Jorel
Joseph, describes his experience
working and learning under Coach
Hamline,

Joseph says, “He is committed to
winning and you don’t have 0 worry
about politics but you must hold your
performance on the field. s good
toplay in that kind of environment.”
He recalls, as a freshmen being called
nto Hameline’s office and being told

Lo switch positions and move over 1o
defense.

The following year, he started as a
sophomore and the hard work paid
off and he eamed respect. e be-
lieves, il was defimtely a tme wor-
thy process.”

Joseph was not on a full scholar-
ship and his father is a mortgage
banker, with the economy and finan-
cial issues of the world affecting
many, he needed more money to stay
at Wagner and Coach Hameline
found a way to make that happen.

Joseph recalls, " Although you may
not always agree with him, Hameline
pushes you to display your highest
potential and be the best you can.”

Encouraging words

While making decisions for the
best interest of the athletes, Hameline
also has to make tough choices in
ovder to look out for the wellare of the
athletic program. A recent decision
to discontinuc the volleyball and ath-
letic programs made Hameline face
many criticisms,

The students were allowed to keep
their scholarships and get their re-
lcases. “They came here to play a
sport and we took that away from
them. licel for them, it's hard.” Un-
fortunately, he had Lo make this deci-
sion because Wagner does not have
the funding to support 22 collcgiate
reams.

However, when Hameline began at
Wagner there were only 13 athletic
teams. Nonetheless, Hameline’s atti-
tude as a coach helps motivate his
players. He believes that leadership
is a combination of things. Passion is
first and most important. He states,
“1 told my kids, it’s important to like
what you are doing.  You must be
happy even if you are not making as
much money as you want.”

Next he feels that you must be-
lieve in what you are doing. Lastly,
one must understand mission, evalu-
ate it and finish.

With a sign hanging in his office
saying, “Follow Your Dreams,” [rom
an antique shop in Old Forge, N.Y. |
Hameline exhibits an inspiring atti-
tude to his student athletes.  He feels,
“As long as you play hard and with
enthusiasm, something good is going
o come out of it,”
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Habitat for Humanity’s Bring Your Own Box:

A first person account about being homeless for a night

By MELANIE
VALENCIA
Wagnerian Staff Writer

It had been long since the last time
| had slept outside. 1 had been trying
10 remember all the great memories [
have from camping during my school
years so | could get them all out of
my mind.

Sleeping outside that Sunday
evening was not about the great night
to spend with friends late into the
evening and listening to scary tales, It
was a commitment 10 raise awareness
about an issue that we try 1o ignore
while walking in the streets or during
our pleasant trips to the ity and tak-

g the subway: homelessness,

| had been trying to picture how
this experience was going to be all
week. | had been waiting anxiously
to get into my warmest clothes and be
able to stand the fall wind that is
slowly arriving to take all the leaves
away.

I was in some way excited about
wrapping a scarf around my head and
covering mysell with the sleeping
bag I borrowed.

While actually doing this I thought
of how many people do not really
plan to sleep outside, they simply
have no choice. No time to go get the
warm boots or the really comfy
sweater, nothing like this.

While walking towards the Oval
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holding my box, my sleeping bag and
my backpack (ves, T had an early
class), 1 struggled to keep all my
things togetherand without dropping
them. | wondered if homeless people
carry their things around like I did or
just cover themselves with whatever
they can find (1 think | remember see-
ing them using shopping carts). |
thought it is unfair that [ get to
choose.

I know there might be a lot of
homeless people in the streets just be-
cause of vice and addictions, how-
ever, they are no guiltier than a
society that allows them to stay this
way. Nevertheless, my concern was
not about those who have a place to
call home and do not get there for dif-

gl k1 e e "
Fmisg ‘{ﬁ..'

:‘H:";"...’nj1—ck_‘; s - 5% ""J

ferent reasons. No.

It was about those whose only
home is the street or the first place
where they can take shelter.

While waking up with a back pain,
a headache and freezing. wishing to
take a shower as soon as possible, 1
am thankful for having that place
called home.

| am thankful for not having to be-
ware of the animals that could be
looking for food. or may be able to
bite or attack me (there was a possum
behind the bushes of Main Hall com-
ing after our food).

| am thankful for not having to be
afraid of my surroundings and being
able feel safe.

| think to myself how happy 1 am

about being part of Habitat for Hu-
manity and the incredible cause they
work for everyday, worldwide. There
is nothing more valuable than having
a home.

Through sleeping in that box, | and
all the people who slept there with me
scream to the world: Please stop and
look around you! There are people
who need you! Do not pass by the
homeless person in the subway and
try to ignore them.

There is a problem in our society
that we have to face, that needs to be
fixed soon! Do not expect the author-
ities to do something. Do something
vourselfl Raising awareness is one
step. Help us m the next one.
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