N

The

agnnrtzm

Wagner College

Thursday, October 25, 2007

Staten Island, NY

{ ¥ .tld’_- o "~ N S 1Y .‘_ﬁ i
- e IR S
- = -

TR

An artist’s rendition of the new academic building to be constructed on the site of the former Augustinian Academy.
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College plans new academic building

By MICHAEL PINTO
Wagnerian Staff Writer

It appears that this little Grymes
Hill campus is finally prepared to
spread its wings.

On Oct. 20, Wagner College Pres-
ident, Dr. Richard Guarasci, kicked
off the $50 million Capital Cam-
paign.

The highlight of this endeavor is
the $30 million construction of a
state-of-the-art academic building on
the property of the former Augustin-

ian Academy.

The projected date of completion
15 2011.

“Itis going to be the Main Hall for
the 2 1st century,” said Dr. Guarasci.

The new building will house nurs-
ing, business, and education, three of
the college’s most popular profes-
sional programs, with each wing of
the building dedicated to a specific
field of study. In addition to these
programs, the new building will also
be home to the economics depart-
ment and feature classrooms for gen-

eral use, like Main Hall.

The building will appear reminis-
cent of a Venetian palazzo having
three separate wings connecting at 90
degree angles, creating a courtyard.
In the middle of this courtyard will be
a Venetian style fountain. There will
be a colonnade underpass walkway
from which students will be able to
look up through glass floors to an
open atrium.

The business building will house
classrooms, a café (tentatively a Star-
bucks), as well as a Wall Street

Room. The Wall Street Room will be
a state-of-the-art resource room for all
business majors and graduate stu-
dents. Since the design and method of
the Stock Market may change in the
upcoming years, there is currently no
set design for this room.

The Education building will in-
clude Kindergarden-12 grade class-
rooms where graduate students can
become familiar with modern class-
OO Set ups.

Finally, the Nursing building will
include a Robotic Orientation Re-

source Center which will feature the
most up-to-date technology in the
medical field.

The new buildings, as well as the
new residence hall, will make a “huge
difference in the quality of campus
facilities,” said Dr. Guarasci.

“It will not only widen dramati-
cally the campus, it will also become
an additional landmark for the cam-
pus,” he said.

Before the groundbreaking of the
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From Wagner to the
world ... with scholarships

By MICHELLE VARGA
Wagnerian Staff Writer

Wagner College now has three
new additions to its Study Abroad
Program.

Provost and Vice President for Ac-
ademic Affairs Dr. Devorah Lieber-
man said the college is “excited and
pleased,” with the new options , two
of which are student exchange pro-
grams, where students from Europe
will study at the college.

NEW PROGRAMS

In a meeting with the Wagnerian,
Dr. Lieberman explained that the col-
lege has established three more study
abroad programs, “in addition to IES
(previously known as the Institute of
European Studies), which are semes-
ter long programs at international in-
stitutions.”

Lieberman personally visited each

St. John’s University in
Rome, ltaly.

school and met with their adminis-
trators, some faculty, and students to
“ensure that Wagner students would
be treated with special care and at-
tention and that their experience in
the international institution would be
positive and fulfilling.”

Since the faculty and staff at the
college place the student first, she de-
scribed that she “wanted to ensure
that this is the attitude and approach

Continued on Page 6

Campus shuttle woes

By ANDREW MINUCCI
Wagnerian Co-Editor

Wagner College may have a small
campus, but much like the surround-
ing New York City community, it has
its own gripes with public transporta-
tion.

At the Student Government Asso-
ciation meeting on Oct. 16, represen-
tatives of campus organizations
voiced their opinions and dismays
about the college’s shuttle service.

LATE NIGHT

Last fall, former SGA President
Allison Hay passed legislation to
fund a late-night van to the ferry. The
van, which ran for the entire 2006-
2007 academic year, picked up stu-
dents until 3 a.m. from Thursday to
Saturday. SGA fully funded the proj-
ect, which, according to 2007 budget
reports shows the organization spent
$6,000 for the year of service.

At the beginning of the current se-
mester, college officials informed
current SGA President Morgan Scott,
that they would be discontinuing the
late-night van.

“It turned into almost a party bus,”
said Public Safety Director Anthony
Martinesi.

According to Martinesi, students
would migrate from nearby bars on
Bay Street to get a free ride back to
campus, often overloading the vehi-
cle and vomiting on the floors.

“Last year we (Public Safety) held
up our end of the bargain. [ told SGA
[ wouldn’t be interested in renewing
the contract.”

Atthe Oct. 16 SGA meeting, Scott
asked students their opinion on the
matter and vowed she would make
strides to bring the once popular late
night van back into existence.

“I rather have students get home
safely in a Wagner van then leave
them stranded at the ferry,” said

Continued on Page 4
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Message from the

Change begins with
the student body

I am not a fan of change. 1 would
much rather get all my ducks in a row
and then have them stay that way;
perfectly balanced and constant. I’ll
let you all know if that ever works
out.

On Saturday night I attended the
kick off for the Capital Campaign
held on Ellis Island. It was an
evening intended to promote our
school and to encourage alumni and
friends of Wagner College to get
back involved with the campus in
order to see the change taking place,
made possible because of them and
their participation both financially
and non-financially.

I think it was the first time that
have been truly excited about
change.

This Capital Campaign 1s the start
of something great at the college.
The goal is to grow an endowment of
$50 million that will allow for a num-
ber of new projects in order to im-
prove the campus.

In a moving speech President Dr.
Richard Guarasci invited us to imag-
ine taking a walk with him through
campus and out lined some of the
plans for what was going to change.

These included the restoration of
Main Hall, the creation of a new the-
ater that is worthy of the fantastic
program we have, the restoration of
labs in Megerle Science Hall, the de-
velopment of the new senior resi-
dence hall , and the creation of the
new business, nursing and education
buildings.

It was a truly inspiring evening and
I look forward to seeing the change
that will be taking place throughout
the coming years. However, Satur-
day night made me realize that it is
the change that is already taking
place because of you that is making
these alumni want to get involved.

You all have a huge hand in this re-
garding the clubs and organizations
you support. This year’s club regis-
tration has shown us the true width of
interest that is on this campus, one
that has grown significantly over the
years. There are clubs which deal
with social and environmental issues
such as Habitat for Humanity and

The Earth Floor, and cultural clubs
such as Hillel and The Nubian Stu-
dent Society that remind us of our di-
versity. A number of more
educationally based clubs such as
Beta Beta Beta and the WSIGroup
encourage students to take what they
have leamned inside the classroom
and apply it to new situations. The
establishment of seven new clubs this
semester only shows how much
more involved our students are be-
coming— this is truly great change.

Our community of students living
on campus has changed enormously
compared to when many of the
alumni from Saturday night were stu-
dents. More students are living on
campus than ever; more than 80% of
the population is a resident of the col-
lege. On campus programming has
also increased in an effort to encour-
age students to be active on campus,
and [ look forward to this continually
increasing. I believe the addition of
Sara Klein as the Director of Resi-
dential Education will mean positive
changes within our residence halls,
not to mention the new residence hall
that will be made possible because of
the endowment— this is truly great
change.

The Wagner College academic
culture is also going through signifi-
cant change. The institution of a stu-
dent initiated Honor Code is
something that myself, SGA, and
hopefully all of our students are
proud of. The Honor Code shows
that we take pride in and responsibil-
ity for our work— this is truly great
change.

This is only the start. You the stu-
dents have made some fantastic
changes and I look forward to seeing
what else you have planned for the
year. Perhaps having one’s ducks in
arow is not all it’s cracked up to be.
Let’s shake itup! Let’s all get excited
about change! Let’s go Seahawks!

The next SGA meeting will be
held on Tuesday, Oct. 30
at 4:30 p.m. in Spiro 4.

COME CELEBRATE DIVERSITY!
Diversity Day 2007
Sunday, Nov 4
Spiro Gymnasium

2p.m.

- 6p.m.

ODK looks to make
changes for new year

By DIANE
GANTENHAMMER
Wagnerian Staff Writer

Omicron Delta Kappa is a national
academic leadership honor society
that has active circles at select col-
leges and universities throughout the
country.

ODK has been an active leader in
Wagner’s intellectual, cultural and
social life since 1960.

Currently the orgamzation is un-
dergoing several changes. Presently
the advisers of ODK are Dr. Mary-
Rose Leacy and Curtis Wright. They
are acting in adviser Dr. Joseph
Smith’s stead, while he is on leave
this semester.

President Steven Tarca, along with
the officers of ODK has been work-
ing hard to improve the society.
There are roughly 50 members in
ODK, although not all members are
active.

Tarca explains that ODK “has a
core group of determined and enthu-
siastic people who are helping raise
the organization to a higher level and
put it back into the hands of the stu-
dents.”

They are currently working on re-
visions to their constitution and initi-
ation process in order to bring greater
precision to the organization.

Tarca hopes that by doing this the
inactive members will become en-
thusiastic about getting involved and
“ODK can be seen as both a more
visible and modern version than has
existed in the past.”

According to the college’s Web
site, acceptance into ODK is “ is-
based upon five pillars of excellence
in leadership, including: scholarship,
athletics, creative visual and per-
forming arts, school publications,
Jjournalism and mass media, commu-
nity campus service and religious ac-
tivities, and campus government.”

In order to become a member of
the college’s circle of ODK, students
must be in the top 35 percent of their
class and go through an application
process, which includes an essay, two
faculty recommendations and a gen-
eral application.

Initiation into ODK is a very pres-
tigious honor. The annual initiation
ceremony includes a keynote speaker
and is a big event for members of the
society.

In previous years, ODK has held
an important role at the college and
in the Staten Island community.
They have a history of running an an-
nual toy and turkey drive with pro-
ceeds given to the Seaman’s Society
for Children and Families.

They have also run an annual lead-
ership forum in the fall, which has
brought in professionals from NYC
as well as administration and staff at
the college to talk about various lead-
ership topics.

This upcoming year, ODK is try-
ing to get involved in several smaller
projects both at the college and in the
community. The changes that are
being enacted this year should help
ODK to continue its tradition and up-
hold its image as Wagner’s premier
leadership honor society.

New program brings
together students, faculty

By LAURA
DELLAVILILA
Wagnerian Staff Writer

A 1967 Wagner College alumnus,
Mr. Don Fox, has donated $50,000 to
the college with the goal of starting a
new research program for faculty
members.

The program will allow faculty
members to choose a student collab-
orator and apply for a grant (up to
$20,000) in order to conduct research
around the globe.

The student and faculty member
will travel together to the site of the
faculty members choosing, and will
carry out research in an area that per-
tains to their discipline. At the end of
their work, the faculty member and
student will publish their work to-
gether.

As an example of this, if an art pro-
fessor were interested, he and a stu-
dent could apply for a grant to work
at the Louvre in Paris restoring art-
work. This example fulfills both the
international and the civic engage-
ment components, since the restored
paintings would better the commu-
nity.

Provost and Vice President for Ac-
ademic Affairs Dr. Devorah Lieber-

man said that Mr, Fox “is very much
interested in supporting faculty
scholars who include international
and civic engagement (in their
work). Mr. Fox’s hope or desire 1s
that the findings of the research will
help further the discipline.”

The donation that Mr. Fox gave the
college will act as seed money. The
hope is that it will lead faculty to
apply for other grants.

“If Mr. Fox sees that we are re-
sponsible with the money he wili
hopefully continue to fund the pro-
gram,” said Lieberman.

The program, though geared to-
wards faculty and their scholarly
agendas, is also open fo students who
have a research idea that fulfills both
the international and civic engage-
ment components.

Students with an idea must find a
faculty adviser to be the project di-
rector. “I’m hoping this gets our stu-
dents engaged in civic minded work
on an international level” stated Dr.
Lieberman.

The program will hopefully begin
immediately. A ‘request for proposal’
form was sent to all full-time faculty
members and it is Mr. Fox and Dr.
Lieberman’s wish that this program
will take off from there.

LIRS
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New academic building to rise from
ashes of Augustinian Academy

Continued from Page 1

buildings, the college must first gar-
ner the appropriate funds. Prior to the
official opening of the campaign, the
college was off to "*a great start” hav-
ing already raised one third of its pro-
jected $30 million due to a very
generous donation of $10 million by
Michael and Margaret Nicolais.

The college will use the rest of the
money from the campaign to fund
the buildings.

At this point there does not seem
to be anything stopping the con-
struction, but as seen with the new
residence hall, state permit processes
can slow the operation to a crawl.

Dr. Guarasci wishes for “the sup-

Top: Workers demolish the Augustinian Academy in

port of the campus, community, and ~ March 2006.
friends to truly make this projectone  Above: The Augustinian Academy in 2006 as it
that will further advance Wagner decays.

College into the 21st century.”

Wagner acquired the 20 acre prop-
erty, which sits across from Megerle
Hall on the opposite side of Campus
Road, in the 1990s.

The Augustinian Academy, a
once-proud private school for boys,
closed in 1969. It served as a retreat
house after the school closed and
was bought by developers in 1985.

[n 1993 the college purchased the
property for 3.7 million under the di-
rection of former President Dr. Nor-
man Smith, with the intention of
preserving it for future use by the in-
stitution.

The abandoned building, that be-
came known to college students as
“the monastery,” was badly damaged
in a 2003 fire and was finally demol-
ished in March 2006.

Below: A fire in 2003 badly damaged the structure,
leading to it being demolished in 2006.

Be Funny & Win Money!!

“Humor Writing 101”
The Second Annual DeRoche /Mclver

Humor Writing Contest.
O

Thursday, Nov. 1 4-6 p.m.
Spiro 2

Hone your skills at a FREE writing workshop for Wagner students

Grand Prize: $1,000
All top contestants will be invited to give a public reading their work and the
opportunity to be published in Journal 291.

RSVP to Gina Ferreri: x3307 or gferreri@wagner.edu

Presented by Mark Shatz, Ohio University professor and Co-author of the bestseller
Comedy Writing Secrets

Capital campaign to
fund college’s future

By SOPHIE TRIPP
Wagnerian Staff Writer

Wagner College kicked off its
Capital Campaign with a gala event
on Ellis Island for its major donors,
last Saturday, Oct. 20.

While campaigns and resulting
launch events are typical, the location
the college chose to host the gala was
not.

The college chose to hold the gala
on Ellis Island for a few reasons.
Firstly, many college alums are first
generation college graduates whose
parents or grandparents came
through Ellis Island.

Also “It’s meaningful given what
Wagner has become and where we sit
in the harbor, it seems (Ellis Island)
symbolizes a whole relationship to
the city” said President Dr. Richard
Guarasci during an interview with
the Wagnerian.

The goal for the campaign is $50
million and before the public launch
on Ellis Island, about 40 percent of
that goal had been met. With this kind
of campaign “you never start from
zero,” said Dr. Guarasci.

Half of the money raised in the
campaign will be for endowments.
The endowment fund includes schol-
arships which donors can restrict for
students in certain disciplines. “We
are trying to make Wagner as afford-
able as we can for students” said Dr.
Guarascl.

The other piece of the endowment
fund will be for programs. Donations
in this group can also be restricted for
certain programs by its donor.

The other half of the campaign
money is for campus buildings,
namely the Augustinian complex.

Unhike the new residence hall, the
new academic building is not a rev-
enue building. The money for the
new residence hall was borrowed be-
cause since it is a revenue building
the cost will be rationalized out.

The college already received $10
million toward the project which in
total is approximately a $30 million
undertaking.

Therefore approximately $20 mil-
lion from the campaign will be used
for completion of the new building
for the college’s professional pro-
grams.

The remaining $5 million will be-
come a part of the annual fund. The
annual fund strives to increase
alumni participation and support the
operating expenses of doing so.

The gala event consisted of
speeches made by alumni, including
an alumnus from the class of 1949.
The current student government
President, Morgan Scott, and the co-
chairs of the campaign also spoke.

The night included presentations
from some of Wagner’s choir and
theater students, as well as a short
video on the capital campaign.

The event was targeted specifically
for Inner Circle donors with 308 peo-
ple in attendance.

The cost of the event was under-
written by donation. Dr. Guarasci
said it was “an enchanting evening to
inspire folks to go the extra mile with
us.”

A second Jaunching of the cam-
paign will be in February 2008.

The second event will coincide
with the college’s 125" anniversary
and will be open to the college com-
munity.

It will invite alumni who are not
major donors, to support the cam-
paign in whatever way possible.

As the campaign grows, the col-
lege hopes to continue with its mis-
sion and responsibility of “a legacy
of excellence, a future of distinction.”

“Wagner is becoming a deeper
more resourced institution” said Dr.
Guarasci. * As our reputation grows,
our resources need to grow with it to
meet the expectations of our stu-
dents” he added.

Core commitment to
focus on responsibility

By CHELSEA DUNBAR
Wagnerian Staff Writer

What is your PSR?

Wagner College is participating in
a nationwide survey to find out how
the students and faculty feel about
personal and social responsibilities.

Wagner is one of the 22 cotleges
that were chosen to participate in the
Core Commitments Program spon-
sored by the American Association of
Colleges and Universities.

The Dean of Learning Communi-
ties and Experiential Learning, Julia
Barchitta, and the Director of the
Center for Leadership and Service,
Cass Freedland are heading up the
survey that will take place at the col-
lege from Nov. 5 through Nov. 11.
Participants will be able to access the
survey online.

The survey will answer the ques-
tion, “Are we doing what we hope
we are with our education?” said
Freedland.

The survey will encompass all

staff, students and faculty. “We can
deal with the entire campus because
we’re small,” said Barchitta.

Barchitta and Freedland hosted di-
alogues with faculty, administration
and student affairs staff to get an un-
derstanding of how they feel about
our education.

“The dialogues have been very
positive so far,” said Barchitta. Dia-
logues with randomly selected stu-
dents will continue in October.

The survey will end in November
and the results will be revealed in
January.

During the spring semester a more
in depth discussion with faculty will
continue to discern how the campus
community feels about personal and
social responsibilities.

The college is committed to dis-
covering if the campus as a whole is
content with our education, or if there
is room for improvement.

“From the beginning we’ve had
the full support of the president and
provost. If gives me the tingles. | like
that,” said Freedland.
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Shuttle woes anger students

Continued from Page 1

Scott.

While Scott makes it clear the
shuttle is not being funded as a
“drunk bus,” she also points out that
the Dean’s office has received no
documentation of any behavioral is-
sues on last year’s “late-night” shut-
tle.

“Instead of taking a cab or having
to park your car I want students to
have a safe way to get back to cam-
pus,” said Scott.

Martinesi says he has had brief
meetings with SGA this semester
about reinstating the shuttle. One idea
that surfaced in these meetings was
the possibility of having a student
monitor on van checking identifica-
tion,

“Wagner says ‘go have your Man-
hattan experience,” but students can
not because they get stranded at the
ferry station,” said Scott.

As of now, the last shuttle departs
the ferry terminal at 11:10 p.m.

LOOP SHUTTLE

After last year’s experimental run

with the escort van, Public Safety has
made changes to the shuttle that con-
tinuously serves students around
campus. Last year, students could call
the escort van to pick them up at any
campus location, but this semester
the shuttle drives in a continuous
loop.

According to Martinesi the call
system became troublesome because
van drivers were being overwhelmed
with students calling, increasing the
time they had to wait.

The loop shuttle departs from West
ILot at & p.m. every night and makes
stops at the Grymes Hill apartments,
all three Tiers parking lots, Parker
Towers and Harbor View Hall.

The shuttle stops at each location
approximately every 10 minutes.

At the Oct. 16 SGA meeting, stu-
dents raised their concerns with the
new system, shouting out things like:

“Half the time they will drive right
by me!”

“] see them hiding behind Main
Hall all the time!”

“I see the drivers constantly stop-
ping to talk!”

According to Martinesi, he had re-
cently spoken to his shuttle supervi-

Wagner College shuttle policy changes spark controversy.

sor who informed him that the new
system was working great.
Regarding the complaints of inap-
propriate behavior on the part of his
drivers, Martinesi said, “They are not
supposed to be doing that and they
have been told not to do that.”
Martinesi also noted the college
plans to discuss marking the loop
shuttles so students can distinguish
them from those going to the ferry.
The college has no plans to bring
the call system of pickup back in the
future.
“I don’t see it happening,” said
Martinesi. “It is like a city bus, you
will have to briefly wait for the next

EL)

one.

FERRY SHUTTLE

Wagner College city trekkers tak-
ing the shuttle to the St. George Ferry
Terminal last week were in for a sur-
prise as the free van now drops and
picks up students on the top level, of-
fering a breathtaking view of the
Manhattan skyline.

At a request from the director of
the ferry terminal, Public Safety has
altered the location where student’s
are picked up. The new location of
pickup is directly in front of the ter-
minal, where there is a sidewalk and
enclosed interior area.

“I received word from the director
of the ferry terminal that what we
were doing was an unsafe practice in
the parking area with all the cars that
whiz by,” said Martinesi.

During the first week of the
changed service, Public Safety sent
vans to both the old and new location.
The shuttle now exclusively picks up
and drops off students on the upper
level of the terminal.

Chartwells aids students
with food allergies

By KELLIANN
VOLSARIO
Wagnerian Staff Writer

In America, it is estimated that 12
million people have a food allergy, a
number that has doubled in the last 10
years. That is 1 in 25 or 4 percent of
the population.

In the U.S., 90% of all allergic re-
actions are caused by only eight
foods including milk, eggs, peanuts,
tree nuts, fish, shellfish, soy and
wheat.

It is not that the number of people
with allergies is greater, but that the
awareness and identification of those
allergies has grown.

At least, that is what Senior Food
Service Director of Chartwells,
Mitchell Shenker, feels has caused a
slight increase in the number of stu-
dents with food allergies looking into
their options here at Wagner.

Shenker says that when he started
his job at Wagner 8 years ago, there

were only one or two students who
presented with a food allergy, now
there are about a dozen students and
staff alike with an allergy that re-
quires special attention.

So how do students get by during
their months at Wagner?

Shenker says the key is to work to-
gether as a team with the student in
order to be successful.

“It is work for both sides,” says
Shenker, who meets with the students
along with the chef in order to help
them get the most out of their dining
experience.

The student must contact
Chartwells and bring with them when
they meet with the dining services di-
rector any documentation and lists of
ingredients they cannot consume.

Then  Shenker and  other
Chartwells staff walk the student
through the core menu and determine
what foods the student can safely eat
on a daily basis.

The core menu includes the foods
that you see every day such as the

salad bar, pizza, and vegetables.

As for the specials through out the
week, the student is introduced to the
management team, who are on hand
in case the student is unsure of the in-
gredients in any meal option.

As far as providing those with food
allergies a healthy meal, Chartwells
has done everything from setting a
schedule and preparing a meal espe-
cially for that person when they ar-
rive, to preparing food that the
student brings to the dining hall with
them.

This is accomplished while still
providing a healthy balance of food
for the rest of the student body.

Overall, the main goal for
Chartwells is to make sure that each
student is able to find something that
their diet allows for and that they like
to eat on a daily basis while still pro-
viding some alternative options.

Statistics  were
www.foodallergy.org

found  on

“I became a journalist to come as close as
possible to the heart of the world.”

-Henry R. Luce

The new text message system has been used by the

Red Cross for years.

Text message system
In place at Wagner

By COURTNEY
DONAHUE
Wagnerian Staff Writer

Wagner College has been hard at
work to ensure students’ safety on
campus, especially since last year’s
incident at Virginia Tech, which once
again sparked national awareness
about gun safety in schools.

For Wagner, safety measures now
include an emergency text message
system.

The need for student, faculty and
staff safety has been a concern for
years. Already, staff members have
the means to warn the campus by bull
homns and a loudspeaker over the
Kairos House bell system.

Senior staff, including President
Dr. Richard Guarasci, Assistant Vice
President of Marketing and Commu-
nications Joseph Romano, Vice Pres-
ident for Enrollment and Planning
Angelo Araimo and Chief of Staff
Captain David Martin, has been
working for the past four years to in-
stall a more immediate message sys-
tem.

“If there is an intruder on campus
you don’t want to be using a loud-

speaker to report it to students and
faculty,” said Romano.

“We want to have in place as many
layers as possible,” added Araimo.

The college’s text message system
comes after the tragedy at Virginia
Tech last April, but is not a direct re-
sponse to the incident.

Though the senior staff hopes it
will not need to be used, it could
make a difference in the event of an
emergency.

Last month at St John’s University
Queens’ campus, the text message
system in place quickly and effi-
ciently wamned students of a danger
on campus.

The system could also be used to
warn students in the event of a black-
out of weather emergency. Martin
said, “We really want to be as pre-
pared as we can be.”

The text message system was pur-
chased last spring and installed over
the summer.

The system will be “another tool to
communicate which students will re-
spond to,” said Araimo.

Students can register for the text
message system by going to:
http://wagner.cleartext.com and fill-
ing out the sign-up form.

Committee formed to
improve quality of life

By SCOTT WATSON
Wagnerian Staff Writer

It’s time for the whole community
to come together.

Wagner College has begun to initi-
ate exciting programs that will shape
the outlook of its students.

In the past, programs have been
geared more towards the students ac-
ademic needs. Associate Dean of
Campus Life, Catherine McGlade,
has found a way to help the entire
livelihood of students on campus.

The Quality of Life Committee
should be this year’s most successful
endeavor.

It entails a program where students
can talk to their peers about the col-
lege as a whole. Topics discussed
could be anything including student
leadership, dining hall, residence
halls, commuting, etc.

This program will be an easier way
to get your voice heard at the college
about concerns that students have
everyday.

Associate Dean McGlade has de-
veloped this program using her expe-
rience gamered during her time at
Fordham University.

The program was extremely suc-
cessful on their campuses. “Students
shape the quality of their experi-
ence,” said Associate Dean McGlade.

A group of selected students will
be involved to help encourage the
success of the committee. Also, other
college groups and associations such
as the Student Government Associa-
tion and the Resident Hall Associatio
will be involved.

The Quality of Life Committee
will be open to all Wagner students.
Sign-up forms can be found in the
Campus Life office in the Union.
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" Wagner welcomes
new departments

By KATIE WEIGL
Wagnerian Staff Writer

Wagner College has created two
exciting and progressive new re-
sources to campus: the Center for
Leadership and Service and the Cen-
ter of Internationalization and Diver-
sity.

“The Center for Leadership and
Service will serve many purposes,
and will be a wonderful resource for
students, faculty and members of the
community,” said Cassia Freedman,
who will serve as director for the new
center.

One of the primary functions of the
Center for Leadership and Service
will be to act as a liaison between the
college community and the commu-
nity at large.

It will also serve as a link between
Wagner students and the college’s
programs in Experiential Learning,
Academic and Career Development,
Campus Life, Co-Curricular Affairs,
Academic and Cultural Enrichment,
and Alumni Affairs.

According to Freedman, the Cen-
ter will, “provide a place for the re-
flection upon and exploration of the
best practices in civic engagement,
and to help in the solicitation of
grants and gifts.”

Additionally, during the summer
months, the center will offer week-
long seminars on leadership and
service that will be open to the entire
college community as well as com-
munity leaders from Staten Island
and elsewhere in the New York City
area.

Freedman’s office, located in the
offices of the Center for Academic
and Career Development, will serve
as the temporary location for the cen-
ter for the next year. “I want to en-

courage all students interested in
service to the community, commu-
nity-based research, or challenging
leadership opportunities to come by
my office to talk,” said Freedman.

Ultimately, Public Safety will be
moved from its current location in
order to provide a permanent home
for the Center.

The current Public Safety house
will also be home to the new Center
of Internationalization and Diversity.

The call to spread diversity is
growing ever louder here in the U.S.
and Wagner College is eager to an-
swer that call.

“I want internationalization and di-
versity to be very much at the core of
what we’re doing,” said Provost and
Vice President of Academic Affairs,
Dr. Devorah Lieberman. “If a con-
cept has a physical space, it becomes
more of a reality,” she added.

The Center of Internationalization
and Diversity will be an excellent re-
source for both international students
and any students interested in study-
ing abroad.

The center will provide a safe
place for students to openly discuss
controversial diversity-related topics,
such as the many ethnic and geo-
graphical differences present in the
U.S today and the concept of social
marginalization.

The question still remains as to
where Public Safety’s new location
will be after being displaced by the
Center for Leadership and Service
and the Center of [nternationalization
and Diversity.

“We don’t know where security
will be moving to,” said President,
Dr. Richard Guarasci, explaining,
“We are looking for a decent location
with adequate space and visibility
without being intrusive.”

Wagner appears in
CosmoGIRL ‘top 100’

By AMANDA
FRECHETTE
Wagnerian Staff Writer

Wagner College can now add Cos-
moGIRL to the list of publications in
which the college has been high-
lighted.

Wagner was mentioned in the Oc-
tober 2007 issue of the magazine in a
special section titled: *“Top 100 Co-Ed
Colleges”.

The purpose of the guide was to
help college bound CosmoGIRL read-
ers choose a school.

The article provided basic college
statistics, such as undergraduate en-
roliment, tuition, student to faculty
ratio and average SAT and ACT
scores.

Wagner was choosen from more
than 600 schools across the U.S which
were considered.

According to Michelle Lee Ribeiro,
the deputy editor of CosmoGIRL,
“We set out to find the coed schools
that take a cue from women’s colleges
and offer things like excellent
women’s sports, leadership opportu-
nities, and intimate class sizes.”

The schools were chosen based on
the Princeton Review’s 21 data points.

i e .’“

Best Colleges special sec-
tion of Oct. 2007 issue

Eleven of the points were based on
student surveys regarding campus
safety, classroom sizes, student friend-
liness, social and ethnic diversity,
city/town stability, professor quality,
job placement services and intern-
ships. The remaining ten points were
based on women’s center services,
women’s varsity sports and club sport
teams, and certain percentages on fi-
nancial needs and aids.

Although Wagner has been men-
tioned in numerous publications, it’s
likely that it never expected to be in a
magazine catering toward the pre-teen
female youth of America.

An artist’s rendition of the new residence hall.

Unexpected delays push back
residence hall construction

By ABBY ALBAIR
Wagnerian Co-Editor

The Feb. 23, 2006 edition of the
Wagnerian reported that “students
will have to live in ‘triple-double’
rooms for one more year until the
new dorm is built.”

More than a year and a half later
the student population is still waiting
for ground to break and construction
on the new residence hall to begin.

In an Oct. 10 interview with the
Wagnerian, when asked why this
process has been so long and tedious,
not just for the administration dealing
with permitting red-tape, but also for
the dozens of students in over-
crowded rooms, President Dr.
Richard Guarasci said, “We had pre-
construction problems only because
we changed sites from the tennis
courts to the flat field.”

“The reason for that is because the
more we got into the architectural de-
sign and the construction plan, we re-
alized that the cost of building on the
tennis courts was going to have
greater difficulty and cost because of
the elevations of it,” he added.

[n order to complete the project, a
temporary road, which would cut in
from Campus Road, would need to
have been built behind the Parker
Towers residence hall to bring in sup-
plies. Construction would have gone
on directly behind the residence hall
for at least 18 months and then the
road would need to be restored.

Also, because of the low elevation
of the tennis courts delivery of sup-
plies would have been complicated.

The college began the process de-
signing and planning from the begin-
ning once the residence hall was
re-located to the baseball field, a flat
site with a road that directly connects
to it where no trees will need to come
down.

The college then set a new pro-
jected date to begin building. Stu-
dents were told ground would be
broken by August or September of
this year and yet they returned to find
the baseball field still intact.

“This delay was just a result of the
permitting process. New York City is
a labyrinth of approvals,” Dr.
Guarasci said.

“We are now at the end of the per-
mitting process. We have one last
piece to file, the environmental state-
ment which should be filed in the
next two weeks and then all of our
paperwork is in. We expect to have a
shovel in the ground by February,” he
added.

There is still no guarantee that the
building will be completed by the
new projected date of August 2009.
Many external factors must be taken
to account with the construction of
any building. “It does depend on the
availability of supplies in a timely
way,” Dr. Guarasci said.

There are many contingencies in
construction of a $24 million build-
ing. There are contractors as well as
several sub-contractors and “a whole
interface of supplies, availability, the
progress of the work itself, and so
forth that makes for difficulty in con-
struction,” he added.

While there are no absolutes, cur-
rently the college has been assured by

the projects construction managers
that they are online with the plan to
have the building completed by the
target date. These managers will be
on site making sure everything is
done in a timely and efficient way,
and that the building meets all city
codes.

The new residence hall will in-
clude a high tech-media room for
meetings and guest speakers as well
as smaller classrooms for senior sem-
inars.

There will be apartments in the
middle of the building made up of 2
bedrooms, a kitchen, living room and
bathroom with four sinks so all suit-
emates can live comfortably.

There will also be suites with two
double rooms, kitchen and bath-
rooms.

Flanking the suites and apartments
will be glass incased two story bal-
cony study lounges.

Completion of the new residence
hall will not include a greater enroll-
ment target for the undergraduate
population. However, the graduate
population will be allowed to grow
since graduate students are 90% com-
muters and they don’t put the same
burden on the campus.

Still, the hope is that the new resi-
dence hall will be available for stu-
dents by the fall of 2009.

“I can’t guarantee it, because there
are no guarantees, but we are online
as assured to us by construction man-
agers that if we get a shovel in the
ground by February, which looks
positive, that all things should be a
go. We expect a fall 2009 move-in,”
Dr. Guarasci said.

Vaccine for cancer-causing virus
available at Health Services

By COURTNEY
DONAHUE
Wagnerian Staff Writer

The Center for Disease Control
(CDC) estimates that 20 million peo-
ple in the United States already have
the human papillomavirus (HPV), a
virus easily transmitted from sexual
activity.

The Gardasil vaccine, a recently de-
veloped product, may help prevent the
spread of the disease.

It is delivered in three injections.
The first at a date a patient and doctor
choose, the second 1s administered
two months after the first and the
third, six months after the first.

The injections are $145 a dose and
are offered by pediatrics, primary care
doctors, gynecologists, and at Wagner
College’s health office.

Students can receive a receipt that
they can then submit to their insurance
agency to subsidize the cost, though
students should check to make sure
their insurance agency will do so be-
fore getting injections.

The injection is proven effective for
girls ages 9 to 26. Soon it may also be
effective for women older than 26 and
men, who can carry the virus but are
not affected by it.

There are more than 100 types of
HPV. Most are relatively harmless
and show no side effects and can go
away on their own, but about 30 types

are “high risk” and can cause abnor-
mal cervical cells, cervical cancer and
genital warts, according to the CDC.

“If you put your hands in chalk and
then put them on a blackboard, how
many handprints [you can make] on
the chalkboard is how easy it is
spread” says health services director
Kathleen Oberfeldt.

In the health office are two differ-
ent pamphlets students can take for
free that explain what HPV is and
have information about Gardasil.

The office has talked about HPV
this semester at lectures offered to
students that are advertised in the stu-
dent mailing list as well as on flyers
around campus, but have been poorly
received in student attendance.
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The University of Lyon Il in France.

Wagner expands study abroad o

Continued from Page 1

in any of these schools which we ap-
prove for our students.”

The two student exchange pro-
grams arc being offered at the Uni-
versity of Almeria in Spain, and
University of Lyon Il in France.
These  pro-
grams are of-
fered only for
native or ad-
vanced lan-
guage
speakers, as
courses will
only be
taught in
Spanish  at
Almeria, and
French at Lyon 11.

“The revolutionary aspect about
the student exchange is that students
will be able to keep all Wagner, state
and federal financial aid and loans for
the semester or year they go abroad”,
said Dr. Marilyn Kiss, the advisor for
all study abroad programs at the col-
lege.

Only an additional $250 adminis-
trative fee 1s required.

Courses featured at Almeria in-
clude health and experimental sci-
ences, social and judicial sciences,
education, and humanities.

Lyon 1l features law, economics,
environmental studies, business, and
psychology.

According to Dr. Kiss, grades from
these schools will appear on tran-
script, but will not affect the student’s
Wagner GPA.

Any interested sophomore or jun-
ior with at least a 3.0 GPA should
contact Kiss. The deadline to apply
for Spring 2008 was October 22, but
these programs will be still be avail-
able next school year.

For those majoring in French or
Spanish studies, at least one semester
abroad is required, making the pro-
gram a great opportunity.

In addition, University of Almeria
and University of Lyon II will send
their students to Wagner beginning
spring 2008.

“Internationalizing our campus
here on Staten Island is as important
as having our students have interna-
tional experiences in institutions of
higher education outside the US,”

Lieberman

Lieberman explained.

The third new program is a joint
venture with St. John’s University,
that lets Wagner students study at St.
John’s sister school in Rome, Italy.

Classes in Rome are taught in Eng-
lish, although there are Italian taught
classes as well. You can also take
courses 1n Italian, from the elemen-
tary to advanced level.

Students can also keep their finan-
cial aid and loans when in Rome, al-
though aside from the administrative
feestudents will also have to pay for
housing, Kiss explained.

St. John’s in Rome features
courses in government and politics,
humanities, social sciences and the
arts.

A minimum 3.0 G.P.A. is required
for anyone interested in studying in
Rome. While the deadline for Spring
2008 has past, this option will also be
available again in the Fall.

THE FUTURE

There are also plans to create other
study abroad programs. Dr. Liberman
said that the school is looking to es-
tablish programs in Israel, Japan,
South Africa, Latin America, India,
Australia, and China.

“We plan to be thoughtful and in-
tentional in creating these programs,”
she explained, “so that any school
with which we partner will meet the
criteria for a quality academic and in-
ternational experience for our stu-
dents.”

Dr. Lieberman and Dr. Guarasci
also visited Hebrew University in Is-
rael to look into setting up a study
abroad program. While most classes
here would be taught in English,
course work would include an intense
Hebrew speaking class to immerse
study abroad students in the lan-
guage.

While at Hebrew University stu-
dents would take five classes. Four
would be taught on campus and one
would be taught in the neighboring
town of Pizgat Z’ev.

Pizgat Z’ev is the sister city to the
Staten Island Jewish Community
Center and there students would
complete a semester long project re-
lated to their discipline.

IN ADDITION

The University of Almeria in Spain.

The new programs are in addition
to the study abroad courses already
being offered by the college, which
include the popular programs spon-
sored by IES.

IES includes over 75 programs,
from general courses to a theatre
studies program, and is featured at
universities in over 31 cities around
the world, from London to Syndey,
Tokyo to Santiago.

While students are not allowed to
keep their aid and loans for these pro-
grams, [ES offers many scholarships
every semester to interested students.

With IES, students can also study
for a whole year, take a semester in
one city, a semester in another, and a
summer session in a third, if they de-
sired.

Along with taking classes, students
have the opportunity to apply for in-
ternships, field studies and volunteer
activities,

Through the Associated New
American Colleges Study Abroad,
Wagner students can keep their state
and federal aid, and study for a se-
mester or a year at about 20 different
cities, from Volos, Greece to Saint
Louis, Seneagal.

A popular program with Wagner
students is the Semester at Sea, spon-
sored by the University of Virginia,
where students take classes on a ship
that circumnavigates the globe, stop-
ping at 10-15 cities around the world.

The program is offered fall, spring
and summer semesters, and offers
classes in many diverse fields, from
theatre to women’s studies to biology.

Class sizes are small, and extracur-
ricular academic programs are also
offered.

Also available are the college’s
popular winter session programs,
which changes every academic year.
“Each course is led by a Wagner fac-
ulty member and accompanied by a
Wagner staff member,” said Lieber-
man, and it is part of the nine courses
the student will take during the year.

While the trip is taken in January, it
is considered a spring course. It does
not require any additional tuition ex-
pense, students are responsible for
their airfare, hotels, meals and any
additional expenses.

Wagner also has off-campus pro-
grams at its sister schools in Twin

Oct. 25, 2007

Executive Vice President for Mission and Branch
Campuses at St. John’s University, Rev. Michael J.
Carroll, and Dr. Richard Guarasci, President of Wag-
ner College agree to work together in Rome.

Oaks, California and Albany and
Washington, D.C. Interested students
study at California Lutheran in Twin
Oaks, and can keep their aid and pay
Wagner tuition for the semester.

The programs in Albany and
Washington, D. C. are semester in-
ternship-oriented programs geared
more toward political science and
history majors.

Students there will partake in a
government internship, either at the
state level in Albany, or the national
level in D.C.

However, “many study abroad
programs have internship opportuni-
ties depending on language profi-
ciency,” Dr. Kiss added.

Another option for students is to
took for another school or program
abroad that interests them. “If a stu-
dent finds another college that has a
program they want to study with,”
Kiss explained, “with permission,
they can take a leave of absence from
Wagner, and go abroad.”

ADVICE

Dr. Kiss said, “The best advice for
students is to save general education
requirements to take abroad.” Al-
though it’s difficult to take math,
speech, and computer courses.

“You can also double dip courses,”
abroad, the way students do at Wag-

ner, she added.

Also, studying abroad does not in-
terrupt life on campus, especially
with technology like cell phones and
the internet. Students have gone
abroad and were still elected into
SGA upon their return, for example.

Students usually study abroad their
second semester sophomore year or
anytime during their junior year.
Studying senior year is more difficult,
because European schools are run
differently than American schools,
but it can be done with permission.

Most programs have a minimum
GPA requirement of 2.7-3.0, and ap-
plication deadlines vary depending
on school and semester of study.

For more information about the
University of Almeria, visit.
www.ual.es/, and for Lyon 2, visit:
www.univ-lyon2.fr.

For more information about St.
Johns in Rome, visit
www.stjohns.edu

For more information about Se-
mester at Sea, visit www.semesterat-
sea.org or email:
info@semesteratsea.org.

For IES and ANACSA programs,
deadlines vary. For more informa-
tion, email Dr. Kiss at mkiss@wag-
ner.edu or visit www.iesabroad.org.

LT W
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(h.OW) ggl sh {trans.} adjective:

like a wag; roguish in merriment and good humor; jocular:
i.e. Fielding and Sterne are waggish writers.

Wagner to build new
residence hall out of
all artistic renditions

By JESSE HAGEN
Wagnerian Humor Editor

“New dorm will be later, better”
read the lead headline on the Febru-
ary 23, 2006 edition of the Wagner-
ian, a headline that was attached to an
article promising a new residence
hall for Wagner by fall 2007.

Now, a year and a half later, Wag-
ner claims they will make good on
that promise. With the unveiling of
the artists watercolor rendition of the
new academic building (see Page
One), Wagner announced today that
they have enough artistic renditions
of their planned architectural struc-
tures to actually build one of the
structures in its entirety.

Wagner says it will choose to build
the new dormitory, rather than the
new academic building, with the ren-
derings.

The residence hall will be over 20
stories tall and will be composed of
75% plaster models, 20% watercolor
paintings, 3.5% architectural blue-
prints and 1% random doodles and
sketches. The remaining 0.5% will be
filled in with Wagnerian pages prom-
1sing the coming of the new residence
hall.

The mystery of the location has
also been narrowed down, with the
announcement that the dorm will be
located “somewhere on Staten Is-
land.”

“I’m excited about being able to fi-
nally build this,” said architect chief
D. Leigh. “We’ve run into holdup
after holdup on this project, but all of
the sudden we looked around at all of
our previously pointless models and
drawings and we had a revelation: we
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An artist’s rendition of

the new building built
entirely of renditions.

had all the building supplies right
under our noses!”

The first plaster model is slated to
be lain on Oct. 35, and many students
anxiously await the ribbon cutting
ceremony, slated for Feb. 30.

“The new dorm is actually going
to be built? That’s great!” said junior
Ben Weighton, who has spent the
past two days literally pinned against
the wall of his Harbor View triple by
a mountain of his roommate’s
clothes, eating only a few scraps of
moldy pizza crusts he found buried
in the clothing heap.

Despite lots of campus excitement
at the progress being made, some
look to halt construction of the new
building by any means necessary.

“I’m not so sure it’s acceptable to
build a residence hall out of artistic
renditions,” said Red Taipe, a New
York City zoning official. “As a mat-
ter of fact, I’'m pretty confident it’s
unethical to have students living in a
room that has watercolors and plas-
ter models as the floorboards. Al-
though, having seen some of those
Harbor View triples with my own
eyes, even a teepee In a hurricane in
the middle of New Jersey would be
preferable.”

(Z/%lr)')'l'(‘ ('/6//‘/”;;//(»// @/('/(‘ o Woe « /'/ o rith -
“There are two things to aim at in life: first, to get what you want; and
after that, to enjoy it. Only the wisest of mankind achieve the second...
But being that all I’ve ever wanted was to reverse time and stop my idiot

parents from sclecting ‘Pearsall’ as my middle name, I have yet to
achieve even the first.”
-Logan Pearsall Smith

THE OWNER OF THi
CHARGES A FEE €
$2.25

What's Up
With That?

S e S o (018 The user fee at the ATM

ISACTION AMOUNT AND IS

in the Union is now
$2.25.
You know the exchange

when a $20 bill
costs $22.25.

by Jesse Hagen

LAUGH BAKED

The damn dumb tollbooth

By JESSE HAGEN
Wagnerian Humor Editor

Editor’s Note: This particular
edition of Laugh Baked is an epic
rendition (hence the three columns)
of a journey to one of the worst
places I've ever been. This reflec-
tion was prompted by my return
there this past week, which is an-
other equally long, outlandish and
hilariously absurd story that would
have bumped this piece to at least
five columns. Perhaps I'll make it a
two part mini-series, but most likely
not, so if you're interested , find me
later and I'd be happy to give you a
verbal reenactment of part hvo.

Also, if you're from New Jersey
and take great pride in your home
state, you may want to go ahead and
put the paper down and walk away
slowly. Enjoy!

[ can remember the scene like it
was yesterday. [ crossed the
Goethals Bridge into New Jersey
driving like a crazed vagabond
hopped up on speed, whizzing along
the road perched in the driver’s seat
of Andrew Minucci’s blue Jeep. It
was so nice to be driving again,
even if the bumpy, terrifying Staten
Island Expressway wasn’t akin to
the nice, smooth Minnesota roads [
was accustomed to (Andrew if
you’re reading this, that undercar-
riage damage isn’t my fault I
swear).

[ was on my way to the office of
the fantastic printing company
Westprint (pardon the plug for the
nice folks who print the Wagnerian),
and wasn’t intending to encounter
any problems on my journey. How-
ever, from has come to be the norm
for me on car trips to Jersey (which,
because it is the Voldemort of all
states, will henceforth be referred to
in this article as “the state that 1
hate” just so I don’t have to repeat
the actual name), expectations mean
squat when you’re dealing with the
turnpike.

It was but a mile or two after
crossing the bridge that I saw it: a
horrific sight I’d never had the dis-
pleasure of encountering while driv-
ing in the state of Minnesota:
something | think you east-coasters

call a “tollbooth.”

Suddenly the nice two-lane high-
way turned into a 15 lane mess with
some lanes marked with a purple
sign indicating the acceptance of
some “easy pass” or something, and
some lanes marked with a green
sign indicating the acceptance of
cash.

Utterly confused and not know-
ing what to do, I slowed my cruising
speed down to a paltry two miles
per hour and rolled slowly forward
in the lane furthest to the left (which
was marked purple), knowing not
what would happen next. I finally
decided at the last second that 1
would not mess with the purple sign
business, as I had never heard of an
“easy pass” and swerved to cut
across the 12 purple lanes to my
right to get to the nearest green lane.

Amidst honking and excessive
cussing, (from both myself and the
cars surrounding me), ! finally made
it through to the booth. Lo and be-
hold, all that awaited me was a ma-
chine, instructing me to take a ticket.
I took the ticket it spit out at me and
tried to decode its secret encrypted
message.

As the cars honked behind me, I
searched for the 3D glasses dis-
penser slot on the machine for a
good five minutes, as | was sure
those would be required to decode
what was printed on this confusing
ticket. Finally, I pulled forward
slowly, deciding that [ would have
to rely on my faulty memory of the
Egyptian hieroglyphics lesson in
seventh grade.

Swerving uncontrollably while
trying to read the mysterious ticket
and drive simultaneously, cars
honked and screeched out of my
way, clearly looking down their
nose at me as they were all experi-
enced ticket readers or possessors of
the mythical “easy pass.”

It wasn’t very long before [ ap-
proached another booth though. My
heart raced as [ was sure | would be
penalized and possibly incarcerated
for not decoding the ticket in the al-
lotted time between “toll booths.”
But that’s when I saw a beacon of
hope hiding slightly below An-
drew’s rearview mirror: Andrew
possessed the magical white box
they called “easy pass!” Intrigued
by my new, powerful defense
weapon against tollbooths, I proudly
pulled into the purple lane, now
cruising at a comfortable 15 miles
per hour. [ zoomed through the
booth, with the newfangled elec-
tronic sign (we have no such wiz-
ardry in  Minnesota) kindly
instructing me to proceed towards
my destination. This was so much

Most content printed in this section should NOT be taken literally. Most quotes and stories are fictitious and/or satirical. There are
some real stories though, and you should be able to tell which is which, or you probably shouldn’t be reading this section. - J. Hagen

better than that scary green lanc.

Things went smoothly as I passed
through booth after booth, feeling
more confident each time, and more
appreciative every second of this
amazing “easy pass” device. [ was
feeling downright cocky about my
quick mastery of this complex “toll-
booth™ system as 1 arrived at my
destination.

The return trip proved so effort-
less. My smug smile widened with
each passing tollbooth, as [ gloated
from the purple lane at the poor
fools who were trapped in the atro-
cious green “cash only” lane.

But as I approached the initial
booth that had perplexed me on my
first attempt, my smile quickly
melted away. It dawned on me that
[ still had the mysterious ticket in
my possession and did not know
what to do with it. Ashamed, |
pulled into the green lane, embar-
rassed and trembling. [ knew I was
in trouble as soon as | saw the toll-
booth operator.

“Ticket please,” she grunted
through her yellow teeth, her fake
fingernails outstretched into my car
window, inches from my face.

I gulped and handed her the mys-
terious scrap of paper, and watched
in horror as she grabbed it and
quickly contorted her mouth into a
menacing grin.

“This ticket is from this tollbooth
station,” she sneered, “and you’re
not allowed to do U-turns at this sta-
tion,” she gleefully added, gesturing
at a sign in her dingy office that said
something similar.

I was nervous, but using my Min-
nesota charm, explained the situa-
tion to her, even showing her the
boxes I had picked up and the “easy
pass” that had served me so well.

“Why didn’t you use the easy
pass when you first got to this sta-
tion then?” she cackled, clearly
thinking me to be moronic. “I think
the only explanation is that you’rc a
reckless driver who did an illegal U-
turn at this station, thinking you
could get past me. You owe me one
dollar for your toll and six dollars
more for an illegal U-turn fee.”

Enraged but defeated. | handed
her the cash and drove away, my
head hanging lower than a limbo
bar.

As if that wasn’t enough, [ had to
pay another six dollars at the end of
the Goethals Bridge for the “privi-
lege” of visiting the state that I hate.
Thanks state that [ hate, thanks a lot.

And now, if you’ll excuse me...
I’ll be hiding from the rest of the
Wagnerian staff so they don’t make
me go to the state that [ hate to pick
up the copies of this issue.
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Wagner students raise
the roof on ‘Fiddler’

By DAVID MILLER
Wagnerian Staff Writer

The classic musical ‘Fiddler on the
Roof,” with music by Jerry Bock,
lyrics by Sheldon Hamick and a book
by Joseph Stein, opened September
22,1964 and went on to run for 3,242
performances, winning nine out of ten
Tony nominations

It has been revived on Broadway at
least once a decade since it opened, as
well as countless amateur and profes-
sional productions each year.

Included in those countless pro-
ductions is Wagner College Theatre
Department’s stunning rendition this
year.

This touching production was di-
rected and choreographed by Norb
Joerder.

In the central role of Tevye the
milkman, Matt Ban gave a pleasantly
emotional, meaningful, and engaging
performance in the traditional vein.

His “If I Were A Rich Man” re-
minds one of Zero Mostel, who orig-
inated the role, at his best. His actions
dominated the stage as well as the
family.

That family includes Jessica Lee,
playing his wife Golde and Rebecca
Gottlieb, Kathleen Fehrle, Haley Car-
lucci, Kerry Anderson and Quincey
Brickline as his five daughters, Tzei-
tel, Hodel, Chava, Sphrintze, and
Bielke, respectively.

As the three oldest daughters, Got-
tlieb, Fehrle and Carlucci remind the
audience why “Matchmaker” is such
an enduring classic with their honest
portrayals of young joys and desires.

Matt Ban in the lead role of Tevye in “Fiddler on the Roof.”

Fehrle provided an emotional and
dramatic high point of the evening in
her beautiful rendition of “Far From
the Home I Love.”

The audience couldn’t help but fall
in love with Motel, Tzeitel’s suitor, in
Michael  Pesoli’s  energetically
comedic performance of the role.

His “Miracle of Miracles” was a
delightful outburst of feeling, an out-
pouring of youthful love and relief.

EJ Marotta, played the role of Per-
chik, Hodel’s suitor, also caused the
audience, as well as Hodel, to fall in
love with him, but in a completely
different way from Pesoli.

Marotta effectively emphasized
Perchik’s love for life, learning, and
youthful vitality.

In contrast to all this youth is Brit-
ney Steele’s Yente. Steele effectively
provided most of the musical’s comic
relief with her energetic, yet ironically
lethargic performance.

However, the show’s highlight

came from two minor characters,
Kerry Anderson’s Grandma Tzeitel
and Meredith MacDonald’s Fruma-
Sarah, who appear in “Tevye’s
Dream,” easily the show’s most en-
tertaining number.

From the famous opening number
“Tradition,” the ensemble, while
much smaller than customary, acted
as a cohesive whole, providing the
show with its heart and core.

The 16-member ensemble sounded
and looked like much more, in fact,
an entire village. The male ensemble
was especially impressive, with the
flawless dancing, including the ex-
tremely difficult bottle dance; they ex-
celled and at times, even outshone
their female counterparts.

Wagner College’s Fiddler on the
Roof was a delight from beginning to
end, displaying a plethora of emo-
tions, from tears of sadness to tears of
laughter and delight.

What you see is not all you get

By CAROLYN SUSINO
Wagnerian Staff Wrtier

The production of a good show re-
quires far more than just musical tal-
ent and theatrical monologues.

Ask any cast member and they’l!
tell you that much applause goes to
the hardworking stage crew.

Assistant lighting designer, junior
Tanya Engeleit, told the Wagnerian
how she contributed to ‘Fiddler on the
Roof”’

Her role began two weeks before
tech rehearsals started, with a design
run, where the all the designers
watched the performance and took
notes on what needs to be done.

As an assistant to the lighting de-
signer, Engeliet then hung and fo-
cused the lights, prepared light cues
and helped process the cues into the
light board.

She was also responsible for work-
ing with the stage manager to make
sure the cues are correct.

Engeleit says the hardest part of her
job was “staying on top of everything
and being there for so long.” She put
more than fourteen hours a week into
the production.

A dedicated theatre tech major, she
will also be the Assistant Lighting De-
signer for Wagner’s upcoming pro-
duction of ‘Our Town.’

Stage managing requires a cool
head, a great deal of patience and
quick thinking as every problem dur-
ing performance is sent directly to the
stage manager.

Senior Laura Bretherick con-
tributed a great deal to the success of
Fiddler as the stage manager of the
show. From running auditions to
meeting with designers, it is clear that
Bretherick put her heart and soul into
the production.

Bretherick was required to keep
thorough notes to assist designers
with placement of lights and set
pieces.

Her job included long hours after

each rehearsal keeping records, or re-
hearsal reports, so that all involved in
the production were kept abreast of
the shows progression.

“Stage managing on the main
stage is the biggest thing Wagner has
for a stage manager, so you could
consider it an honor,” she said.

“I’m the first one there and the last
to leave,” said Bretherick.

When asked what the hardest part
of her role as stage manager was she
replied, “Walking around in heels
every night!”

Witty and passionate, this senior is
sure to go places.

Clearly 1t is without question that
even though they might not be shin-
ing on stage, the crew plays a vital
role in the production of a successful
show.

The cast of ‘Fiddler on the Roof”
was lucky enough have a great stage
crew backing them, from the lighting
to the stage managers to several oth-
ers in design, wardrobe, and run-crew.

Listen
Up!

The soundtrack to, Across the Uni-
verse, covering classic Beatles songs
made the movie worth seeing. Jim
Sturgess has an astonishingly capti-
vating voice that draws you in from
the first track. His modern sound is
soothing and hypnotic. Either alone or
in duets with co-stars Evan Rachel
Wood and Dana Fuchs, he gives a new
sound to the classics “All You Need Is
Love,” “I’ve Seen a Face,” “Girl,”
“All My Loving” and more. The same
can’t be said about Bono’s remake of
“Lucy in the Sky with Diamonds.” Most Beatles fans enjoy the original
“trippy”” and mystical song. Bono’s version, however, seems to take the up-
beat sound of the song and make it a somber one, losing the feeling of the song.
However, he deserves ample credit on the remake of “I Am the Walrus.” One
can’t continue a review of this CD without speaking about the Beatles’ most
famous hit, “Hey Jude.” Performed by Joe Anderson, the song is one that many
would hesitate to remake since it is truly a classic. But if anything is to be said
about Anderson’s rendition, it is that he did an incredible job not only captur-
ing the emotion in the song, but being sure never to miss a note. The song is
soothing, catchy, and mesmerizing beyond belief. The Beatles would be proud.
-By Amanda Frechette
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The Perishers’, Victorious is just that, a
victory. With songs like “Get Well
Soon”™ and “Midnight Skies,” the
bands’ 7th release is solid and will def-
initely please their loyal fans. The
opener, “Midnight Skies,” starts things
off with the beautiful acoustic sounds
that stop a true Perishers fan in their
tracks and keeps new fans listening.
The second track, “Never Bloom
Again,” captures the pessimism present
in the classic Perishers song “Pills,”
with lines like “T’'m sure we’ll grow, but we’ll never bloom again.” “Care-
free™ and the title track, “Victorious,” give the album a much needed boost
with quicker tempos, electronic back-beats and an ever present tambourine. “8
a.m. Departure,” the most surprising track on the album, is just that, a serious
departure from the bands’ usual acoustic and melodic sound, adding in some
electric sounds and a consistently peppy beat throughout. The one shortcom-
ing of this otherwise fantastic album is the lack of female vocals from Sara
Isaksson whose beautiful voice defined the duet and fan-favorite, “Pills,” off
the bands’ 2005 release, Let There Be Morning. Despite this, the band deliv-
ers an album that holds up to their five-year legacy. One can only hop the
band’s next album will bring the same passion, vision and emotion present in
their collection so far. -By Paige Herlily

| When most people think of the band
Hanson, “Mmmbop” and long-haired
teenage boys is probably the first
image that comes to mind. However,
| with their latest CD release, The Walk,
the brothers boast a more mature
sound that shows off their true talents
as singers, song writers, and instru-
mentalists. The album, partially
recorded in South Africa where the
singers donate their time, starts with a
chant of the South Afiican Children’s
Choir spelling out “I have hope” in
their native African tongue. Their second piece, and the first single off the
CD, “Great Divide,” reflects the brothers’ want for love and peace in a world
so often filled with hate. The children’s choir’s haunting chant in the back-
ground gives listeners a chilling sensation that makes you want to listen to
this song over and over again. The more fast-paced piece “Running Man™
has an almost Maroon 5-type feel to which you just can’t help but tap your feet
along. “Fire On the Mountain” emulates a sound comparable to the Dave
Matthews Band while still maintaining Hanson’s unique feel and powerful

lyrics. This newest album is quite possibly their best and the brothers have “

proven that they have come a long way since their “Mmmbop” days ten years
ago. - By Allie Rivera

) maT
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Couple’s “artistically experimental
works on display in the Union Gallery

By SIRENA LABURN
Wagnerian Staff Writer

Matthew Groves and Sarah
Nishiura were artists before they met
yet their two separate shows, on dis-
play together in Wagner College’s
Union Gallery, showcase the similar-
ities the couple shares.

This exciting and fresh show ex-
emplifies how Groves and Nishiura
play with control and experimentation
in very different ways.

When entering the gallery, one
could not help but be drawn to
Groves’ collection, “Figurative Ce-
ramics,” first. The four ceramic fig-
ures, three men, one alien,
undoubtedly command attention.
They face you as a group, though
each is displayed on its own shelf,
waiting to be confronted.

Each man, or alien, represents a di-
mension, or many dimensions of its
creator. For instance, “Alien” repre-
sents Groves’ feelings as an American
immigrant while “Mad Monk” recalls
Groves’ childhood fascinations with
Catholicism.

Each figure also represents Groves’
unique appreciation of all man-made
objects, linking his experiences work-
ing at Chicago’s Field Museum, and
his friendships with craftsmen. His
pieces are equally inspired by toy ac-
tion figures as they are Chinese ce-
ramics.

Groves’ appreciation of both craft
and high art is what makes his show
distinctive. Through his works
Groves challenges what we think of
as art. This duality explains his fan-

A\
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Groves’ “Mad Monk.”

tasy: that ultimately this collection
will end up on display on an exagger-
ated fireplace mantel.

Once you are able to escape the
lure of Groves’ ceramics, 1t becomes
possible to give Sarah Nishiura’s
“Works on Paper” the full time and
intimacy they require.

Lines twist and turn on the paper
while forms evolve creating the feel-
ing of an organism under a micro-
scope or an examination of a tree’s
bark. Each piece, a combination of
gouache, ink, or watercolor gains in
complexity as a line gently spills
across the paper seeking to interact
with another.

Her works, displayed in two op-
posing groups on opposing walls, are
meant to interact together like
Groves’ display. Together they rep-
resent a certain mood or mindset

Nishiura’s “Untitled.”

Nishiura had during their inception.
Alone, however, “Works on Paper”
are meant to explore the interactions
of line, color, and form.

Thus, Nishiura’s work is driven by
experimentation and energy. She en-
joys seeing how the mediums and
their respective colors and consisten-
cies interact with one another; she’s
curious to see how a blue and an or-
ange define their relationship when
she aligns them.

Ultimately she wants to experience
her instincts and energies through ex-
perimentation of the juxtaposition of
contrasting colors and forms.

Matthew Groves’ “Figurative Ceram-
“Works on
Paper” will be on display Oct. 4. through

ics” & Sarah Nishiura's

Nov. 3., Tues. through Sat. 11am-4pm in
the Wagner Gallery located in the Union.

Student adaptation of Chbosky novel
to be performed at Stage One

By LAURA
DELILAVILLA
Wagnerian Staff Writer

We are all familiar with the frus-
tration of writer’s block, even if just
when writing a term paper.

The process of creating a piece of
writing that one is happy with is a
long rewarding journey, especially
for senior theater major, Jon Grenon.

Grenon has completed a peice he
has worked on since his freshmen
year and is about to share it with the
Wagner Community.

However, being able to share it
with Wagner’s community is just as
much of a process as writing it.

For his honors thesis, Grenon
wrote an adaptation for the stage of
Stephen Chbosky’s “The Perks of
Being a Wallflower.”

“I wanted to create a play that was
very applicable to people our age. It is
a timeless book with good issues; a
story that all can enjoy” said Grenon.

He described the process as, “re-
ally frustrating at first because it was
often very difficult to figure out
which content was translatable into
action and which was not since the
book is written as a series of letters.”

“But now that I have been work-
ing on it for a bit, I’ve become famil-

iar with it and the material and I have
gotten along well so far,” he added.

An initial read through of the adap-
tation allowed Grenon to see the
flaws in his work. Without use of the
author’s language the play, “really
lost sight of being the book,” said
Grenon.

“The first read through was very
beneficial not only to see how long
the show would run and if the plot as
I had written it was going to be fluid
and complete, but also to get a better
sense of how the characters translate
through the work of good actors.”

Grenon had hopes to put on a pro-
duction of his work, despite the fact
that there has been a decline in sup-
port for student run-productions.

“During my freshmen year, there
were plenty of student-run shows” he
stated.

“There were cabarets and such but
there is hardly any fully student-run
productions anymore.”

Grenon asked Professor Christo-
pher Catt to be the faculty adviser,
“since he is the resident director and
direction is where most of the bulk of
the project lies,” said Grenon.

Grenon was able to book Stage
One for a weekend in December for
the performances.

Taking on almost all responsibili-

ties of this production, aside from
being the piaywright, he is also the
director.

Grenon auditioned his feliow peers
for his production. He feels the result
was a very diverse cast.

There are “theater majors and non-
theaters majors,” he said.

“ Members of all four classes are
involved in the production.”

Rehearsals began after the run of
“Fiddler on the Roof.” His cast will
also be doubling as the production
crew.

Grenon was able to receive fund-
ing from the Theater Advisory Board
(T.A.B) and Student Government As-
sociation (SGA).

He is asking people for a $3 dona-
tion at the door. All proceeds will be
given to a charity that has yet to be
determined.

“The Perks of Being a Wallflower”
will be playing December 7th and 8th
at Wagner’s Stage One Theater.

“My hope for the show is that the
audience gets to experience the
uniqueness of the show as I see it and
values the somewhat avant-garde na-
ture of the project,” said Grenon.

“I also hope that it will inspire
more people to do on-campus, stu-
dent-based shows, cabarets and other
performances,” he added.

LOOK OUT!

cademy-Award nominee Ryan
Gosling stars in Lars and the Real
Girl. Written by “Six Feet Under”
writer, Nancy Oliver, Gosling plays
he title character, an awkward,
lonely guy who introduces his new
airlfriend, Bianca, to his brother and
his brother’s wife. According to Lars,
he and Bianca met on the internet,

he only problem is Bianca does not
talk much. That’s because she’s a
life-size doll. Lars’ family and town
play along with his delusion, follow-
ing the advice of a local doctor, who
selieves this will bring Lars out of
his shell. Catch all the hilarity that
ensues as Lars treats Bianca as if she
i d see him fall for an actual

human being when the movie opens
leverywhere Friday.
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Ben Affleck directs his brother
jounger brother Casey Affleck in
Gone Baby Gone, a crime thriller
ow in theatres. For his first spin in
the director’s chair, the older Affleck
has received much praise. Adapted
from a novel by the writer o ic
the film follows two Boston
‘es as they investigate the
ing of a4 year old girl. When
he investigation tumns into a personal
and professional crisis for the two
etectives, one of which is played by
eck, the cast tumns out a
- performance which is not to

e missed.

When Robert Moses designed the
Brooklyn Queens Ex /ay)
(BQE), tearing through residential
neighborhoods in the two boroughs
despite public outcry, he probably,
didn’t expect it would one day in
spire a musical composition. Sufjan
Stevens, the conceptual musician be-
hind albums devoted to Mi n
and Illinois, has temporarily moved
on from states, to put together The
BOE, about the 11.7-mile roadway.
Stevens, a singer/songwriter, instru-
mentalist and composer explained
the concept to New York Magazine.
“It’s a beautification of an ugly urban
monument.” he said. Stevens will
debut the piece to a sold-out crowd
at the Brooklyn Academy of Music
Nov. 1-3.

- set for release on
Nov. 12, and will feature their new
single “Tranquilize,” for which
they turned to former Velvet Un-
derground leader Lou Reed fo
vocal duties. The track listing fo
Sawdust will include “All the Pretty
Faces” (the B-side of 2006’s
“When You Were Young™), as wel
a covers, including one of Joy Di-
vision’s “Shadowplay.” The Las
Vegas bands album will also fea-
ture originals, the lesser know
tracks that have not made it to the
bands previous albums.

EVERYOMNE WANTS THE TRUTH_UNTIL THEY FIND IT.

GONE BABY GONE

':m'. AL

- By Niven Abdelhamid
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The Dalai Lama talks with President Bush before the Oct.

17 ceremony.

The Dalai Lama accepts the
Medal of Honor.

Dalai Lama recieves
Congressional Gold Medal

By ABBY ALBAIR
Wagnerian Co-Editor

The Dalai Lama received the Con-
gressional Gold Medal from Presi-
dent Bush, Wed. Oct. 17, during a
ceremony in the United States Capi-
tol rotunda.

He humbly accepted the honor de-
spite the fact that it has initially in-
creased tension between China and
the U.S.

Earlier, China chastised the U.S.
for bestowing the nation’s highest
civilian honor on the Dalai Lama,
calling the ceremony an affront to the
budding relations between the coun-
tries.

A Buddhist monk from a poor
family, the Dalai Lama has for years
been a symbol of peace to millions of
people.

He reiterated his position of seek-
ing autonomy for Tibet and not inde-
pendence from China, a distinction
that has for years posed a problem be-
tween the two countries.

Though he has repeatedly refuted
the accusation, Beijing continues to
allege that the Dalai Lama possess a
hidden agenda for a separation from
China and restoration of Tibet’s old
social political system.

Throughout Bush’s speech he re-
ferred to religious oppression several
times even though he had clearly
stated the ceremony in no way was
meant to antagonize the Chinese gov-
ernment.

“Americans cannot look to the
plight of the religiously oppressed
and close our eyes or turn away,”
Bush said.

According to CNN reports, Bush
presented the medallion to the Dalai
Lama calling him a “universal sym-
bol of peace and tolerance, a shep-
herd to the faithful and a keeper of the
flame for his people.”

The spiritual leader happily took
the award and displayed it to those
with whom he shared the stage.

Democratic and Republican lead-
ers praised the Dalai Lama’s record
of promoting peace and urged China
to allow the return of the exiled
leader.

Bush clearly made his opinion that
fostering religious freedom was in
China’s best interests and that Beijing
should meet with the Dalai Lama.

“If they were to sit down with the
Dalai Lama, they would find him to
be a man of peace and reconcilia-
tion,” Bush said, according to CNN
reports.

China saw the ceremony as a po-
litical statement and believes the
honor represents U.S. acquiescence
to the Dalai Lama’s calls for Tibetan
autonomy.

The government feels Chinese-Ti-
betan affairs are strictly a matter of
Chinese domestic policy.

China felt policies of international
relations were being violated.

The Congressional Gold Medal —
one of four honors Congress gave out

Oct. 17— is presented “both for sin-
gular acts of exceptional service and
for lifetime achievement.”

Past recipients include Mother
Teresa, former South African Presi-
dent Nelson Mandela, former British
Prime Minister Winston Churchill
and baseball and civil rights icon
Jackie Robinson.

The White House is generally
measured in its criticism of China as
it secks to manage an ever develop-
ing trade relationship with the coun-
try and a desire to enlist Chinese
support on nuclear standoffs with
North Korea and Iran.

Beijing has claimed to be the legit-
imate and rightful government of
Tibet since 1951, the year after China
invaded the then-independent state.

Some say the claim doesn’t abide
by international law. Allegations that
China has stifled Tibetans’ religious
and other fundamental freedoms are
prevalent.

The Dalai Lama has led a govern-
ment in exile from neighboring India
for decades.

In 1959, the then-24-year-old Bud-
dhist leader fled Tibet during a failed
uprising against the Chinese.

The promise of good intentions did
not seem to assuage the Chinese gov-
ernment, who labeled the Dalai
Lama’s work “separatist activities.”

The Dalai Lama, who won the
Nobel Peace Prize in 1989, remains
firm that his wish is not to separate
Tibet from China.

Information for the Nation and World pages

compiled from:

www.news.bbc.couk www.CNN.com wwwNBC.com

Nation and World

... a bi-weekly review of major national and worldwide news

Colbert to run
for president

By MICHELLE VARGA
Wagnerian Staff Writer

“After nearly 15 minutes of soul-
searching, I have heard the call,” an-

nounced  43-year-old  Stephen
Colbert, host of “The Colbert Re-
port.”

The announcement came just after
a commercial break during his
Wednesday, Oct. 17 show.

He had just prior announced that
he would officially consider running.

The host of the the spin-off news
program of “The Daily Show,” re-
cently published a book titled “T am
America (And so Can You),” which
allowed him to “coyly announce” his
intentions to run for the office on an
episode of “Larry King” on Oct. 15
and also in The New York Times the
day before.

“Nation,” he continued, “I shall
seek the office of the President of the
United States.”

“T AM DOING IT! Woo!” he
yelled out to the cheering crowd
as red, white and blue balloons
fell from the rafters.

Running as a “favorite
son,” Colbert will run in the ™
primary in South Carolina, his
home state.

“I am for South Carolina,” he
explained, “and 1 defy any
other candidate to pander
more to the people of South

Carolina, those beautiful, beautiful
people.”

On air the next night, he officially
signed both the Democratic and Re-
publican nomination forms.

As for a running mate, it could be
anyone from former governor of
Arkansas and Republican candidate
Mike Huckabee, Russian President
Valdimir Putin, whose term in Rus-
sia ends next year, or himself, he said.

Colbert also publicly listed his
service including time in the Marina
Corps and the Hair Force.

Already, a grass-roots  effort has
sprung up online, in the form of
blogs, websites,
and even a
Facebook
group, show-
iing  support
4 for Colbert’s
decision.

Mercury enters
retrograde

By BARRETT
FREIBERT
Wagnerian Staff Writer

Many people who are unfamiliar
with astrology only associate it with
horoscopes as they flip through their
favorite magazines. However, there
is much more to astrology than just
horoscopes and the 12 sun signs. The
planets play a huge role in astrology
and can affect everything in day-to-
day life.

The term ‘“retrograde” literally
means a planet is moving backwards.
Although none of the planets sud-
denly come to a halt and shift into re-
verse, all of the planets appear to
change directions every so often, at
least from our perspective on Earth.
When the Earth is moving faster or
slower than the planet in retrograde, it
seems its moving in a different direc-
tion than Earth is.

Although other planets shift into
retrograde, the one that makes the

most noticeable effects is Mercury.
This process occurs three times a
year for approximately three weeks
atatime.

Mercury went into retrograde on
Oct. 12 and will return to normal, re-
ferred to as drive, Nov. 17.

Astrologically speaking, when
Mercury shifts into reverse it means
communication, transportation and
even technology can become diffi-
cult. Mail may never end up at the
correct destination, traveling by plane
can become more complicated with
more delays or flight cancellations,
and people can become sloppy even
with documentation.

Retrograde also affects timing and
sense of direction.

There are, however, positives to
this time of year as well. This period
of time seems to be just for activities
that consist of the prefix “re” such as;
reflect, relax, reschedule, repair, re-
turn, rewrite, restore, renew, and so
on. So take a deep breath and use this
time to your advantage.



Oct. 25, 2007

NATION & WORLD

The Wagnerian, PAGE 11

POLITICAL WIRE
News and views from the
world of politics

There’'s a word for
this: Genocide

By DAVID NORMAN
Wagnerian Columnist

Armenian people across the world
have waited for 92 years. Finally,
their time may have come.

Speaker of the House Nancy
Pelosi, a Democrat from California,
has joined over 200 members of
Congress by bravely putting forward
a resolution declaring the 1915
slaughtering of Armenians by Ot-
toman Turks to be genocide.

When the Foreign Affairs commit-
tee of the House of Representatives
made an effort for the United States
of America *“to accurately character-
ize the systematic and deliberate an-
nihilation of 1,500,000 Armenians as
genocide,” it should have been an
easy vote.

However, the foreign policy elit-
ists—the same crowd that invaded
Iraq and failed the find Osama bin
Laden—are thwarting the effort.

Why pass this resolution now? The
answer is because it is long overdue.

Turkey has persistently denied the
genocide for nearly a century.

The last witnesses of these bar-
baric acts are almost gone.

In my home state of Connecticut,
there are less than 10 genocide sur-
vivors alive. When they are dead,
how can we allow their stories to go
untold?

These are people who witnessed
mass rape, beatings, and killings of
people who were tortured for no
other reason than their ethnicity.

Fortunately, present-day Turkey is
not the country it was when under
Ottoman rule. Today, Turkey is the
most moderate and democratic Mus-
lim state.

A strong supporter of Israel, it acts
as a stabilizing force in the volatile
Middle East.

Some people believe that this is
reason enough to rewrite history. [
disagree. If we ignore one genocide,
then we trivialize all genocides—es-
pecially the Holocaust.

Adolph Hitler used the Ottoman
genocide as justification for the
Holocaust, saying, “Who, after all,
speaks today of the annihilation of
the Armenians?”

On Friday Oct. 19, Turkish Recep
Tayyip Erdogan published an Op-Ed
in the Wall Street Journal.

He writes that “Turkey and the
U.S. have been friends, partners and
allies for decades.”

He is correct on those points, but
why should Turkey be allowed to
deny crimes against humanity for the
sake of political expediency?

Would we accept our friend Ger-
many if they denied the Holocaust?

Honesty will serve the Turkish
government well. Temporary em-
barrassment will lead way to future
honesty and dialogue.

Germany’s acknowledgement of
and apology for the millions of
deaths in the Holocaust was a major
step in that country’s political, social,
and economic recovery.

Denial will only allow already
open wounds to fester, further per-
petuating the cycle of genocide that
has continued in Rwanda and Darfur.

If Turkey advertises itself as a
modern democracy, why are they
frightened by our nonbinding resolu-
tion?

What kind of an ally tries to im-
pose a gag rule on the U.S. Congress?
Why would we be in danger of loos-
ing their support in Iraq?

Since when did intimidation cause
the United States to forget the truth?

The truth is simple: the Armenian
genocide happened.

Some otherwise well-intentioned
people have lost sight of this.

Abraham Foxman, the director of
the Anti-Defamation League (ADL)
unbelievably advocates Turkey’s idea
of setting up a commission that will
“re-examine’ history.

The ADL, founded to stop
defamation of the Jewish people,
states that “its ultimate purpose is to
secure justice and fair treatment to all
citizens alike.”

As a Jewish American, [ am dis-
turbed that commitment to allies of
Israel is outweighing our commit-
ment to human rights.

Jewish values teach us to respect
all human life. All genocide is inhu-
mane, brutal, and wrong—whether it
takes place in Germany, Turkey,
Rwanda, or Darfur.

Words have meaning. In the after-
math of World War II, Raphael
Lemkin invented a name for the mass
extermination of people.

That word describes the fate of
Germany’s Jews, Turkey’s Armeni-
ans, and Asia’s Cambodians.

That word is genocide. It’s time
we used it.

David Norman is a junior Arts
Admin major with a minor in Politi-
cal Science. He has worked on sev-
eral poitical campaigns in the State
of Connecticut

Safe-injection site may
ease drug use problem

By ALLIE RIVERA
Wagnerian Opinions
Editor

San Francisco city health officials
are preparing to take a radical new
approach to solve the problem of
drug addiction in the city.

Copying a system successfully
used in Vancouver, the city hopes to
create a facility in which drug users
can legally inject heroin, cocaine, and
crystal methamphetamine under the
supervision of nurses.

The Vancouver program, InSite,
which has been in effect for 4 years,
has roughly 700 addicts make use of
the facilities each day.

Located in a downtown building
and exempt from Canadian federal
drug laws, InSite houses twelve pri-
vate booths for users to inject nar-
cotics, and while the facility has had
800 overdoses since its inception,
there have not been any deaths, due
to the medical supervision.

The proposed plan in San Fran-
cisco 1s to create a similar facility for

drug users to utilize their drug of
choice in a safer environment and,
with anticipation, begin to decrease
usage.

According to the Associated Press,
Capt. Niels Tangherlini of the San
Francisco Fire Department said that
roughly one of every seven emer-
gency calls handled by paramedics
was for a drug overdose from July
2006 to July of the following year.

In the same report, Grant Colfax,
director of HIV prevention for the
San Francisco Department of Public
Health, confirmed that there are be-
tween 11,000 and 15,000 intravenous
drug users in San Francisco, and most
of this group is comprised of home-
less men.

City health officials promoting the
new program hope that by giving
these people a clean, safe environ-
ment to ease their addiction, there
will be a great effect on the city of
San Francisco as a whole.

Once again, they based their ex-
pectations on the example in Van-
couver where the city found a
decrease in abandoned syringes, nee-

dle-sharing, drug-related crimes, and
other problems that the city had
faced.

The problem that is now arising is
that the new facility will face not only
legal boundaries but political opposi-
tion as well.

Bertha Madras of the White House
Office of National Drug Control Pol-
icy feels that San Francisco’s possi-
ble new policy does not help to
combat drug addiction, but instead
accepts it as a part of life and gives
up trying to rectify the situation.

She feels that by housing a facility
in which narcotic injection will take
place, the city is merely allowing
drug abuse to continue.

Hilary McQuie, Western director
for the non-profit organization Harm
Reduction Coalition which works to
promote alternative drug treatment,
stresses the fact that 65 similar facil-
ities in 27 cities in exght countries cur-
rently exist, and she feels that if this
program were to begin anywhere in
the United States, San Francisco
would be that place.

Silly String: Simple product
saving soldiers’ lives

By DAYNA-MARIE
PALMA
Wagnerian Staff Writer

It has been nearly six years since
the start of the war in the Middle East
and still there is no sign of it ceasing.
Since then, thousands of young
American soldiers have been sent
overseas to Afghanistan, Kuwait, and
other Middle Eastern areas; the num-
bers are still growing.

With this increase in numbers
comes the increase of American fam-
ilies” desperation. Whether they be
mothers, fathers, husbands, wives,
sisters or brothers, these families are
desperate; not only to have their
loved one back, but desperate to help.
It is with this that one New Jersey
mother is fighting to make a differ-
ence.

Marcelle Shriver, a 57-year-old
mother whose 28-year-old son is
fighting in Iraq, is responsible for the

30,000 cans of Silly String being sent
overseas.

Silly String may be thought of as a
simple party favor utilized to deco-
rate; however this has become an im-
portant tool for our troops. Soldiers
have been using the string in ways
that could save their lives such as de-
tecting booby traps that could go off
when entering a building.

Many buildings the soldiers enter
are dark, making them unable to see
whether a trip wire is ahead of them.
These wires are rigged to set off
bombs therefore putting the troops in
immense physical danger.

To prevent this from occurring,
soldiers spray the string into the air.
If it falls to the ground the area is safe,
however if the string hangs in the air,
there is a dangerous trap ahead of
them.

Shriver had begun to send cans to
her son back in December 2006 after
she was informed of this method of
protection. At first she was plagued

with the inability to send the simple
yet effective detection device over-
sees because United States Postal
Services was reluctant to ship them.
Their fear was that the aerosol can
could be a danger and flight risk.

Shriver searched for aid at a church
where a priest had previously agreed
to ask church parishioners to donate
as many cans as they desired. Here
she found a private pilot who agreed
to fly over the shipments himself.

As the word of Shriver’s Silly
String donations spread, Just for
Kicks Inc. (silly string company) de-
cided to help in the donations.

In January 2007, the company’s
donation reached 40,000 Silly String
cans: an exact double of the amount
given in October 2006.

Shriver insists that the smallest do-
nation of anything will be of the
biggest help. She stated that she
would persist to raise donations to
send to the American troops until her
son comes home safe and sound.
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WHAT”S THAT ABOUT

Somewhere between
Barbie and
Superwoman

By ALLIE RIVERA
Wagnerian Opinion Editor

The expectations for today’s
woman far exceed those of women in
the past, even a mere decade ago.

While the girls of Clueless may
have been the ones we idolized in the
‘90s, today we look to women such
as Angelina Jolie, Reese Wither-
spoon, and Scarlett Johansson, all of
whom have been revered for not only
their beauty, but their charitable con-
tributions to society and scholarly
abilities.

While I think that it is fantastic that
women are expanding their intellec-
tual horizons, 1 fear that the desire for
perfection will only increase as well.

When society’s main focus was on
the appearance of women, you would
see girls stopping and constantly
checking themselves in the mirror, or
reapplying lip-gloss in class. Now,
however, young women strive for ex-
cellent grades and leadership posi-
tions in many different activities,
while still trying to maintain the
beauty which society has come to ex-
pect.

In a New York Times article dated
March 31, reporter Sara Rimer fol-
lows a group of high school seniors
at one of the best public high schools
in the country. These girls, nick-
named the Amazing Girls, are all
honors students with high GPAs who
are also involved in varsity athletics,

theater, student government and
community service among other
things. Since they were born, these
girls have been exposed to two main
messages. The first being that they
need to achieve As in each subject, be
involved as much as possible, and get
into a top name college. The second,
and most difficult message: be your-
self and have fun.

How is it possible to do absolutely
everything expected of you, yet still
be yourself in a situation such as this?
How is it possible to still have fun?
One of the Amazing Girls, named Es-
ther Mobley, takes Advanced Place-
ment classes in Latin, philosophy,
history, and literature, is involved in
theater, president of her church youth
group, and had her AP history junior
thesis win her school’s top prize, all
while maintaining a high GPA.
However, when asked, this remark-
able young worman can only point out
that she is not skilled in athletics.

This need for perfection eats away
at o many young women in our so-
ciety. Even the most upstanding of
girls find flaws in themselves and
then focus on that one aspect, com-
pletely ignoring everything else that
makes them great.

For this reason, I implore you; do
not strive for perfection, but the best
you can. I know, this sounds ex-
tremely cliché, but it is the only way
to live your life without going crazy.
Getting a B is not the end of the
world. Serving in a club and not
being on E-board is fine. I’'m not
saying that laziness or blowing off
commitments is the way to go, but it
is necessary to actually live your life!
Stressing for that 4.0 and being pres-
ident of six clubs may look good on
a resume, but you have to make sure
you don’t drive yourself completely
mad before you even get out there to
interview.

Achieving perfection is like reach-
ing the end of the rainbow; as much
as we all would love to believe that
in the end you strike gold, it’s really
Just impossible.

Like what you see?
Hate what you see?
Write a letter to the editor
and let us know what you think!
wagnerian@wagner.edu

OPINION

IN OUR OPINION...

The slap:

Oct. 25, 2007

A corrective mode of social reform

and a history of violence

note: names have been changed to protect the guilty

By EVAN JAGELS
Wagnerian Columnist

There are problems with contem-
porary society. Far too seldom do
people act for the common good of
their community, or exercise genuine
respect for fellow citizens.

This being said, many take it upon
themselves to try fo rectify the short-
comings of others through various
actions. Some take it upon them-
selves to help others through the wis-
dom of advice, others spread the
good word of the Lord, while those
in the academic environment study
and analyze the social constructions
and personal history that may have
led to an individual’s ill position, of-
fering valuable information for coun-
seling. However, a well-educated
older friend of mine, one who is very
near and dear to me and to whom [
often look to for advice, thinks there
1s yet another way to help improve
the overall quality of society.

Ignatius, as | will refer to him, told
me a story the other week of an event
that happened near our nation’s capi-
tol. He was reminiscing with some
friends in a local watering hole over
their shared experiences in the most
recent war in which our country is in-
volved when a boisterous college
freshman stumbled into the conver-
sation demanding ‘high fives’ (with
both hands at once in the air). All of
the friends complied in order to ap-
pease the young man’s inappropriate
request except for Ignatius.

“At every step in this child’s life,
society has allowed him to act this
way,” Ignatius explained, blaming
not the young man himself, but rather
the way in which he was conditioned.
“It was simply unacceptable behav-
ior that needed correction.”

And with that, Ignatius slapped
him in the face. It wasn’t a punch, or
a real act of violence, but just a firm
slap. “When [ slapped him,” Ignatius
said, “everything was right in the
world.”

At first, [ was turned off by the act.
Being a firm believer in non-vio-
lence, 1 felt the slap was just gross
and wrong. After some thought,
however, [ realized that it wasn’t re-
ally an act of hostility; it was just a
quick correction of years, and possi-
bly decades, of misbehavior.
“Slapped into reality,” 1 thought.
Yes...this works. More of a wakeup
call than instigation.

Several days after the story, I found
myself with Ignatius and some of his
friends at yet another watering hole
in the lower east side of Manhattan.
This time the topic of conversation

was contemporary education rather
than warfare (perhaps out of courtesy
to the lack of time I have spent in a
combat zone). Out of nowhere, a
conversation was started with a
stranger about Major League Base-
ball. This fellow was wearing a
Boston Red Sox hat, which a friend
of Ignatius found particularly offen-
sive. He holds the stance that affilia-
tion to a particular professional team
is derogation to the good of society,
because teams are nothing but corpo-
rations with the sole purpose of ma-
nipulation and profit. However, the
stranger maintained that this particu-
lar franchise was divine. The nerve.
Such alliance to nothing less than a
corporation causes a derogation of
society.

Realizing this, Ignatius acted
swiftly...a firm slap. 1agreed. Who
is this person to invest such worth in
ateam? I acted too. However, things
went awry...the philosophical be-
camc the physical, the good intention
became the long regret, and the sound
mind became of house of pain.

Reflecting on the experience, I re-
alize that the slap is not a corrective
mode of social reform, but rather an
artifact of the history of violence.
Conditions are not spontaneously
corrected, and even if they could be,
who is to define what is right? After
all...it is not at all shocking that
shock therapy was less than effective.
Instigation is nonetheless result, and
while I propose no solution to soci-
ety’s problems, I advise communica-
tion and understanding over the
answer to Rick James’ question of
what the five fingers said to the face.

Donald Trump is

By ASHLEE HILLIER
Wagnerian Staff Writer

Donald Trump is usually a man
who gets what he wants, but not this
time. The tycoon has plans to build a
billion dollar golf resort across acres
of beautiful waterfront land in Scot-
land. The resort would consist of a
450-room hotel and an 18-hole golf
course. However, a tiny shack lies in
the middle of the proposed area,
owned by a fisherman named
Michael Forbes.

The 55-year-old Michael Forbes is
refusing to sell his property, as the 23-
acre property has been in his family
for many generations. Not to mention
that cheap Donald Trump has only
offered an astonishing $715,000 for
the massive oceanfront property,
which is way under market value.

Trump believes that Forbes is
holding out as a scheme to be offered

more money, which [ believe he has
every right to do. I think it is insulting
to offer this man $715,000 for an area
that has been in Forbes’ family for
years, and then build a billion dollar
resort on top of it. Fortunately, Forbes
is firmly standing his ground and has
been quoted saying, “It’s mine and
I’m keeping it. He’s not used to peo-
ple saying ‘no’ to him.”
(afp.google.com)

Forbes wants to keep his family
tradition alive by continuing to fish
for salmon, however, he is now being
denied access to the sea by Trump’s
people. They are trying to make mat-
ters difficult for him, in order to per-
suade him to change his mind. He has
also received many visits from health
inspectors, animal cruelty inspectors,
and even a visit by the police. He has
also been accused by Trump’s
lawyers of causing damage to
Trump’s property, which he has de-

a bully!

nied.

Trump has not raised his offer but
has offered to give him a job at the re-
sort and also relocate Forbes and his
83-year-old mother. He even had the
audacity to say that Forbes was
greedy for wanting more money for
the family owned property. “He has
become very greedy. He wants huge,
outrageous numbers,” Trump said.
(www.guardian.co.uk/)

I think it is about time that some-
one is taking a stand against Trump.
He is a real estate tycoon and a bully.
All Forbes wants is to live his life
peacefully without the disturbance of
Trump’s resort. If Trump wants the
land so badly he should at least con-
sider a much higher offer than
$715,000. Sometimes enough is
enough. Trump is the greedy one; he
should be investing his money in
something more charitable. Doesn’t
he already have enough?

&g
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Letter to the editor Blackwater
To the Staff of the Wagnerian, rash Italian.” Nowhere in the script, ~ side them, and through their interac-

I write to you on behalf of the Cast
and Crew of “Two by Shanley: the
Animal Within,” and also several
other disgruntled readers of the Wag-
nerian, to relay our disappointment
and dissatisfaction with your recent
review on our performance in your
Oct. 15 issue. Let me say first off,
that we are all fans of the Wagnerian
and look forward to reading the new
issues. You reviews are usually in-
tellectual and fun to read. I would
also like to clarify that this letter 1sn’t
expressing dissatisfaction with the re-
view itself, (It had many good things
to say), it is expressing dissatisfaction
with the overall quality of the review.
One may say we are biased, as we
were members of the cast, but I am
simply writing on behalf of all the
disappointed readers because we feel
the point of the show was missed.
That is our main concermn. We write
to simply clarify the meaning of the
show, so that the general campus
community can gain a better under-
standing of the show as a whole.

I will take some time here to iden-
tify some of the incorrect information
given by your writer. Please note that
this letter is not an attack on your
writer or your staff, we simply wish
to clarify some mistakes that were
made. He points out that character
Rhonda Louise is “slightly southern.”
She is completely Southern. While it
may seem picky, all these aspects
help the reader understand the per-
formance. The writer says Denise
Savage,(the main character of “Sav-
age in Limbo™) is “the stereotypical,

the performance, or any of the char-
acter descriptions does it say Savage
is Italian. The writer also infers that
the character April is a drug addict,
which again, is not implied anywhere
in the performance, script, or charac-
ter description. While April may be
an alcoholic, the two do not go hand
in hand. A final small piece of mis-
information is when he refers to Evan
Smith’s character, Duke, as an “ex-
ecutive.” Again nowhere in any-
thing, be it script or character
description, does it say that Duke was
an executive.

The main reason we write, and the
most upsetting piece of misinforma-
tion given by the writer is when he
states “both halves are really all about
the women.” The unifying theme of
our performance was that every per-
son has an animal inside them that
significantly impacts the life of that
person. Some are controlled by it,
some fight it. This makes every char-
acter equally important. Just because
one character has more lines, does
not make that character more impor-
tant than another. Your writer left out
three of the ten characters in the
show, me being one of them. Don’t
misunderstand me; [ am not at all bit-
ter about this. [ understand not
everyone in a show will get re-
viewed, but these three men were
rather important to the plotline. They
too, struggle with an inner beast
which in turn impacts the other char-
acters’ struggles and relationships.
The point of this show was that each
character had a different animal in-

tions we see the internal and external
struggle with these animals come
alive. Your writer’s summation of
the show was a disservice to the
reader. He wrote: “Overall, The
Shanley Plays is a thoroughly enjoy-
able production that reminds us of the
flaw of human nature that can keep
us from true happiness-everyone al-
ways wants something more.” This
statement proves that your writer
completely missed the point. Again |
do not write to depreciate your writer,
or the Wagnerian, but the readers de-
serve an accurate summation of what
the show relayed. The theme was
simply how these inner beasts af-
fected the lives and relationships of
the characters in the play. This strug-
gle was the catalyst of all the action in
the show. The point is that when you
get right down to the core of a per-
son, you find their animal, and it is
that animal that motivates our
thoughts and actions.

[ apologize if my writing has of-
fended anyone on the staff, it was not
my intention. The cast and crew
wanted the readers of the Wagnerian
to have the real story. We look for-
ward to the next issue. Thank you for
your time, and for spreading the cam-
pus happenings.

Respectfully,

On behalf of the Cast and Crew of
“Two by Shanley: the Animal
Within,”

Kevin D. Callaghan

There 1s never a reason to regret
choosing a major you love

By JENN INZETTA
Wagnerian Staff Writer

I was wandering around face-
book.com one night, and came across
the group [ Picked a Major I Liked
and One Day I Will Probably Be Liv-
ing in a Cardboard Box.

[ laughed quietly, and without giv-
ing it much thought I joined the
group, because I plan on majoring in
English.

Whenever [ tell family members
about my prospective major they
smile, nod, and proceed to ask me
what I plan on doing with a major in
English.

Cue a very baftled Jenn, mumbling
about journalism, editing and pub-
lishing, because no, I do not want to
teach (not that there is anything
wrong with that profession, beloved
Wagner Faculty!) This is normally
followed by an “oh, that’s nice.”

The family member then flashes
me a weary look before moving on,
and leaving me, once again, to ques-
tion whether or not I should give it all
up and go to law school.

It’s time for a moment of truth. As
much as we students hate to admit it,
the primary reason we’re here at

Wagner is not to better our soctal
lives.

We’re here to get an education, and
then use that education to get a job,
and hopefully pursue a career that we
€enjoy.

It all works out nicely for those
who love math and science. The fu-
ture doctors, engineers, entrepre-
neurs, scientists, and mathematicians
of the world have it easy (aside from
the whole years and years of school-
ing thing.) But what becomes of
those who major in English, theatre,
art, or history?

What happens after we graduate,
fulfilled and content with knowledge
and talent, from classes we enjoyed?
Where do we go to put that knowl-
edge and talent to good use? (Aside
from graduate school.)

Finding a career that will supply an
adequate standard of living, with a
B.A. in an area pursued purely for the
love of the subject, is a challenging
task.

When job opportunities do finally
appear, the English majors, the The-
atre majors, and the Dance majors
still have to meet the personal stan-
dards of their employer in order to get
the job.

Finding the right fit is a task in it-

self. An actor can lose a job just be-
cause the director doesn’t like his or
her portrayal of a character.

A writer can be denied a column
because his or her style does not fit
the image of a newspaper or maga-
zine. Publishers will deny novels that
writers have worked on for years.

These jobs have no definite quali-
fications and are solely based on the
employer’s opinion.

Finding a fit that satisfies both em-
ployee and employer in the arts and
humanities is a process of trial and
error and, unfortunately, some rejec-
tion.

Fellow English majors (and most
of the Wagnerian staff), I'll save you
a space in my cardboard box. I plan
on buying instead of renting so that
when [ run out of paper I can write on
the walls instead.

It won’t be easy, finding a job I
enjoy that also pays the bills, but [
don’t plan on changing my major just
to ensure that there will be a certain
number of zeros at the end of my
paycheck.

Hasn’t anyone ever heard of suf-
fering for passion? Besides what
would the world be like without
starving artists and poverty-stricken
novelists?

truly a horror

By SARAH
VANGAASBEEK
Wagnerian Staff Writer

The U.S of A continues to infuri-
ate me. Day after day I pick up the
paper only to see some story of how
my country has blown up something,
or worse, someone. An assignment
for my RFT required me to read al-
ternative media sources, and out of a
long list I chose to read from TheN-
ation.com. I stumbled across an arti-
cle titled “Blackwater: Hired Guns,
Above the Law.” Halfway through
the article I was in tears. What kind
of country do I call my own? Where
is the morality, where is the sanity,
where am I?

Blackwater USA is one of the most
powerful mercenary armies in the
world. This private military company
has been operating in Iraq protecting
senior State Department officials and
is paid with American tax dollars.

When [ say tax dollars, I mean that
an estimated 40 cents of each tax dol-
lar is used to support these forces.
Now, [ suppose if this money was
going toward helping a good cause [
might not mind so much.

However, this company, Blackwa-
ter, recently killed as many as 20
[raqis in a shooting. A man whose car
lurched the slightest bit forward was
shot in the head because the Black-
water soldiers thought he was dan-
gerous.

Not only did they shoot him in the
head but they also threw a grenade
into his car killing his wife and child.
After that, chaos broke out and Iraqi

citizens began fleeing their cars be-
cause they thought they were under
attack, which I guess would be the
right perception since 17 more peo-
ple were killed. This however, isn’t
the first time Blackwater has been in
the news.

In 2004, four Blackwater employ-
ees were brutally murdered in Iraq
and pictures surfaced showing their
dismembered bodies.

The murders, which resulted when
anew team was sent to a town with-
out proper security and guns, was an
unfortunate event. The four murders
were so unfortunate in fact that our
president bombed the entire Iraqgi
town.

Four American deaths suddenly
equal an entire town? ['m not saying
these American deaths are not im-
portant because they are extremely
important, especially since on further
investigation it seems as if corruption
in the Blackwater company and per-
sonal revenge played a major part in
the killings.

Anyway, the point that Jeremy Sc-
ahill makes in his article (The Na-
tion.com, Sept. 21,2007) is that we
are making a clear point in Iraq that
American lives are more important
than those of Iragis.

[ ask you, is that the impression
you want to be making in Iraq? [
know that I would never want a dif-
ferent country to think just because
we have invaded them makes us
somehow better. We are not better.
We are equal. 1, for one, think it is
time to stand up and stop this catas-
trophe. We have gone too far. I'm
ready to start a revolution, are you?

A call to action

By MARY GROCH
Wagnerian Staff Writer

In our generation it is hard to come
by politically proactive teens. With
the exception of the occasional “Bush
sucks,” “Democrats suck” or “Re-
publicans suck” comment from the
obviously well informed young
American, a politically charged con-
versation among peers is like pulling
teeth. Political apathy seems to be an
epidemic  sweeping  campuses
throughout the United States.

Now, it goes without saying that an
opinion on the war in Iraq 1s a com-
pletely different story. We all have
something to say when it comes to
the war, but the broader subject of
politics in general is something we,
as a generation, seem to have lost in-
terest in.

When asked if he planned on vot-
ing in the upcoming Presidential
election, sophomore Matthew Dagan
simply said, “No.” When further
questioned he went on to explain,
“Well, in the elections, I’ve seen
votes act as suggestions and don’t
necessarily mandate a decision.”

[t seems we feel useless as a voice
in this country. I’'m sure many young
adults agree with Mr. Dagan’s com-
ment. However, my fear is that it may
not be our apprehension towards
whether or not our voice counts, but
that a majority of my peers simply

don’t care.

We are going to be entering this
world as adults in four years to as lit-
tle as a few months. We already can
vote, serve our country, and be held
legally accountable for our actions. 1
say take advantage of the better of
these rights, and take an interest in
your ability to vote.

In the 1960s people our age were
changing this country, demanding
civil rights, the liberation of women,
peace, love and the abolition of the
draft. Today we are demanding bet-
ter cafeteria food, low-cal choices in
the Hawks Nest, and a lowered
drinking age.

The point is that we need to make
an effort as a population with a voice
to affect the politics of this country.
Spend five minutes of time
‘googling’ candidates and learn about
them. Show up at the polls and vote
and you’ve performed your civic
duty to this country for the next four
years.

Your candidate might not win,
your candidate might not be sane, but
hell, you did your part. At the very
least you’ve earned your right to
complain, which is nice.

If you do care, have plans to vote,
have voted, or know who you’re vot-
ing for, congratulations. You are in
the minority and I hope that makes
you as mad as it makes me. If not,
consider this your call to action.
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Wagner grad tears through

sophomore season in big leagues

By MARK STEIN
Wagnerian Staff Writer

Wagner College alumnus Andrew
Bailey, picked by the Oakland Ath-
letics in the sixth round of the Major
League Baseball amateur draft in
2006, had an extremely productive
sophomore season in the minor
leagues and may reach baseball’s
senior circuit when the major league
rosters expand to 40 players in Sep-
tember of the 2008,

Bailey, a 6’3" 220-pound right-
handed-pitcher ~ from  Haddon
Heights, N.J., graduated from the col-
lege in June 2006 and just after one
full season of professional baseball,
where he spent time with the Low-A
Kane County Cougars, High-A
Stockton Ports and appeared in a start
for the Triple-A Sacramento River
Cats, 1s considered to be in the Cali-
fornia League Top 20 Prospects List
by Baseball America.

In 11 appearances (10 starts) for
Low-A Kane County, the right-han-
der posted a 3.35 E.R.A and held op-
posing hitters to a low .219 batting
average. He allowed 42 hits, walked
22, gave up a minimal six home runs,
and struck out 74 batters in just 51 in-
nings of work.

He was promoted to High-A
Stockton and remained consistent in
stronger competition. Through 11
starts, Bailey allowed fewer than 4
runs per nine innings (3.82 ERA) and
held opposing hitters to a .239 batting
average. He gave up eight home
runs, 31 walks, and 56 hits, striking
out 72 in 66 innings pitched.

In his lone start for Triple-A Sacra-
mento on Sept. 3 against Tuscon,
Bailey carried a no-hitter into the sev-
enth inning and wound up allowing
only one run over eight innings, strik-
ing out four and allowing just three
hits and a walk. This was by far his
most impressive outing, especially
since it was against competition right

below the major league level.

His total 2007 statistics include
through 23 appearances (22 starts):
101 hits, .223 opposing batting aver-
age, 54 walks, 14 home runs allowed
and a 3.46 ERA. He led all minor
leaguers in the Oakland organization
with 150 strikeouts in 125 innings
pitched.

The New Jersey native sports a
mid-90s fastball that is complimented
by a good curveball and a developing
change-up, a three-pitch arsenal that
will likely keep big-league hitters off-
balance if used properly.

Bailey, who said he was not intim-
idated by leapfrogging Double A
competition from making the High-
A to Triple-A lead, has high expecta-
tions in the Oakland organization.

He is turning 24 next May, and
since he has adequate collegiate ex-
perience, the Oakland Athletics will
continue to move him through the or-
ganization on a quick pace.

In addition to possibly pitching in
September of next season, Bailey
may be competing for a spot on the
starting rotation for the Athletics in
spring training of 2009.

Bailey was one of the paramount
pitchers in the history of the Seahawk
baseball program. In three seasons
dressed in green and white, he won
14 games and compiled a school
record 237 strikeouts. He was se-
lected in the 2005 amateur draft by
the Milwaukee Brewers, but decided
to return to the college for his senior
year while rehabilitating his arm from
reconstructive surgery.

In his final season with the Sea-
hawks, he compiled a 3-1 record,
struck out 53 and gamnered three
saves. During this rehabilitation pe-
riod he held batters to a . 146 average.

Bailey was drafted with 188" pick
by the Oakland Athletics in 2006.

The Oakland Athletics have pro-
duced more top quality starting pitch-
ers in the major leagues than any
other major league organization over

Above: Bailey plays a
littte catch.

Below: Bailey smiles for
the camera.

the last several years, such as Barry
Zito (S.F. Giants), Tim Hudson (At-
lanta Braves), Mark Mulder (St.
Louis Cardinals), and Rich Harden
(currently still pitching for Oakland).
Zito won the CY Young Award, the
highest honor for a pitcher, in 2002
while pitching for Oakland.

Tomlinson swims to win

By BILLIE HOELCK
Wagnerian Sports Editor

Junior Alex Tomlinson has cap-
tured NEC Swimmer of the week
honors in the second week of Octo-
ber to open up her season. The title
came after Tomlinson lead the Sea-
hawks to a 2-0 record at the Blue
Devil Duals in Central Connecticut
earlier this month.

The Telford, Pa., native finished
first in both the 500 and 1000
freestyle with times of 5:10.10 and
10:34.05. Tomlinson also earned

AIe Tomlinson, a junior
is off to a fast start.

points for her team when she helped

achieve a second place finish in the

800 free relay with a time of 8:08.
Tomlinson’s events contributed

to the pair of victories over Sacred
Heart (247-80) and Saint Francis
(PA) (181-151).

Tomlinson, also a member of the
water polo squad is a nursing stu-
dent who actively contributes to
the community.

She’s recently geared her athleti-
cisim toward supporting Stephen
Siller in the Tunnel to Towers 5k
run as well as “Light the Night, a
walk across the Brooklyn Bridge
with fellow teammates in support of
her little brother Joey, a recent
leukemia survivor.

SEAHAWK SPORTS
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The Seahawks have a 5-2 record, 3-1 in NEC play.

Seahawks on their way
to iImpressive season

By ANTHONY
FRANZOLIN
Wagnerian Staff Writer

Seahawk faithful have reason to
celebrate since the opening of the
2007 football season. The green and
white have made an impressive start,
winning nearly every game they have
played thus far, giving them a record
of 3-1 in conference play. Overall,
they have gone 5-2, and are generat-
ing enough momentum to make for a
truly impressive season.

The Wagner football squad hosted
the Central Connecticut State Blue
Devils, on October 20th, and fought
to claim the first place spot. Both
teams boasted undefeated records in
the NEC but it was the few Seahawk

special team blunders that led to a
CCSU victory. Wagner will defend
its rank as the team faces the final
three opponents in a four game
home-stand on Grymes Hill. Next on
the schedule is a bout against Albany,
in a conference match-up. The next
two weekends promise more of the
same as the following Saturday the
Seahawks will face La Salle Univer-
sity and then Saint Francis the week-
end after that, for another NEC game.
Following the home-stand the
football squad will finish up the 2007
season in Jacksonville, FL. So while
they are here, support the team and
watch the excitement of college foot-
ball, live. Admission is free for
studnets, so come show your enthu-
siasm for the green and white.

2007 World Series

Colorado Rockies vs. Boston Red Sox

Gm1 COL @ BOS We

Gm 2 COL @ BOS Thu

Gm 3 BOS @ COL Sat

Gm4 BOS @ COL Sun

Gm 5* BOS @ COL Mo
Gm 6* COL @ BOS We

Gm 7* COL @ BOS Thu

d Oct. 24
Oct. 25
Oct. 27
Oct. 28
n Oct. 29
d Oct. 31
Nov. 1

8 pm
8 pm
8 pm
8 pm
TBD
TBD
TBD

All games are broadcast on FOX.

(Channel 5 in the

* - if necessary

residence halls)




e

Oct. 25, 2007

SPORTS

The Wagnerian, PAGE 15

By ANTHONY
FRANZOLIN
Wagnerian Staff Writer

John Beisser is named as Wag-
ner’s new Assistant Athletic Direc-
tor of Media Relations and Sports
Information Director.

What does it take to be Wagner’s
newest SID, under the title of As-
sistant Athletic Director of Media
Relations? Many people may ap-
pear to have the appropriate cre-
dentials on paper, but it takes more
than statistics to ensure that a can-
didate is truly suited for a position.
Namely, it takes character. All the
accomplishments in the world
would be for naught without a
strong moral sense to reinforce
them. Luckily, John Beisser pos-
sesses both the stats and the charm
to go with them.

Beisser is an alumnus of Rutgers
University who earned a B.S. de-
gree in Marketing/Journalism and
Mass Media, upon his graduation in
1986. From there, he began writing
full time for The Princeton Packet,
a local New Jersey publication. His
topic of choice was one he truly
loved, golf. Beisser eventually re-
turned to his alma-mater as Rut-
ger’s Associate Director of Athletic
Communications.

He maintained this position for
fifteen years in the time spanning
from 1991 to 2006. He has been on
the staff of The Met Golfer Maga-
zine as well as GOLEF Magazine,
and continues to do freelance work
for these papers to this day.

However, it is Beisser’s journey
to Wagner that presents the most in-
spiring story. After having gained a
position at GOLF Magazine, Mr.

% Getting to know your SID

Beisser realized it just was not the
right fit for him. He decided to
leave his job in order to pursue a
career he would truly enjoy. With
no set plans or promises of em-
ployment, he began the search for
a new opportunity which eventu-
ally led to Wagner.

As he recounted, “It was
scary...It was difficult, but I
thought it was necessary.” Beisser
went on to say that it was the reas-
surance and support from his wife
Aileen and twin brother, Steven,
who gave him the strength to reach
for his dreams and not settle for a
mundane 9-5 job in the corporate
world. “I don’t like the word job.
What I was after was a career, and
more than that, a fulfilling career,”
he mused.

His endurance paid off and in
late August, of this year, he was of-
fered the position he currently
holds at Wagner. Although he was
in line for another fairly lucrative
job with METLife, it was Wagner’s
“breathtaking views” that sold him
on his current position. From the
fifty yard line press-box of the foot-
ball field Beisser claims “there is an
unparalleled view of Brooklyn.”

Brooklyn also happens to be his
late mother’s hometown. And gaz-
ing upon the borough everyday is
an experience that Beisser recog-
nizes as both a privilege and an
honor.

Beisser plans to act as a mentor
to the Wagner athletes and a role
model for everyone involved with
the college as well. He aftirmed his
commitment to the athletic depart-
ment, “I’m here to serve the Wag-
ner community and especially to
serve the Wagner coaches and stu-
dent athletes in a service/support
role.”

Wagner cross country
team picks up honors

By BILLIE HOELCK
Wagnerian Sports Editor

Wagner College cross country
dominated the NEC in weekly hon-
ors early this week with athletes tak-
ing three of the four categories.

Senior Mouhamed Halwani was
recognized for the third time as the
NEC Men’s Cross Country Athlete of
the Week. He finished seventh at
CCSUs Mini Meet. The Staten Is-
land native was the first of 19 North-
east Conference harriers to cross the
tape with a time of 15:33.

The award for NEC Men’s Cross
Country Rookie of the Week went to
freshman Derek Rammelkamp.
Rammelkamp has been dominant for
the third straight week as Rookie of
the Week after placing 13" at
CCSU’s Mini Meet. The Rookie fin-
ished with a time of 16:04 as the sec-
ond of 19 NEC harriers to cross the
tape, in a field that featured nine
schools and 84 runners.

Rounding out those honored by the
NEC is Women’s Cross Country Ath-
lete of the week Brecken Drager.
Drager captures NEC Athlete of the

Mouhamed Halwani.

Week honors after a fourth place fin-
ish at CCSU’s Mini Meet with a time
of 11:37. The California native was
the first of 20 Northeast Conference
harriers to cross the tape, finishing
Just six seconds behind the individ-
ual winner.

The Green and White will be out
next at the Northeast Conference
Championships in New Britain, CT.

THE MOJO WIRE

Once 1n a lifetme...

Al

By ANDREW MINUCCI
Wagnerian Co- Editor

[ was sitting in the upper decks, a
cold wind blowing all around me, try-
ing to figure out what was going on,
how this all happened, and what
would happen next. I looked up at the
famous white veranda at Yankee Sta-
dium, a symbol of baseballs historic
past, and saw snipers perched, ready
to sfrike at a moments notice.

A man yelled from down the aisle
“peanuts, get ya peanuts here.” My
mouth watered for the delectable nut,
but my hand quivered at the thought
of reaching into my pocket for
money. Would one of the snipers
think [ was reaching for a gun?
Would his finger, positioned deli-
cately on the trigger, twitch? Would I
die there, in the heart of the Bronx, at
the hands of this deadly assassin?
Nevertheless, what would it matter in
retrospect?

Only a few weeks before thou-
sands died at the mercy of radical ter-
rorists on September 11, 2001. These
snipers had a mission and it wasn’t to
protect me, rather it was to provide a
sense of security that made innocent
men like me afraid to reach into their
own pockets.

Because that is the sad truth, the ef-
forts of a thousand armed militiamen
are defenseless against the acts of a
lone lunatic, or even worse a man
fighting for what he believes. Sure,
you can shoot him in the head at the
first sign of trouble, watch his blood
roll down the stadium aisles, but odds
are he will get a few shots off first.

Man’s capability to do harm is im-
mune to the powers of law enforce-
ment. The human mind is capable of
doing things we never believe we can
do, until that one moment where it
becomes time to take a stand for what
we deem most important. However,
that 1s what scares me really, the
power of belief, the things we can do
when we are willing to die for our
cause. The greatest power humanity
has ever seen.

What suddenly stirs these savage
memories is baseball’s announce-
ment that, shall the 2007 World Se-
ries reach game 7, the most exciting
and compelling moment in all of
sports, it shall be played on Thursday,
Nov. I. The reason is ratings. The
powers to be, after countless hours of
market research, have discovered it is
more profitable to start the October
Classic in the middle of the week,
hence pushing the last game into No-

vember.

So what you ask? It is only one
game, who cares anyway?

The only World Series played in
November was the 2001 battle be-
tween the New York Yankees and
Arizona Diamondbacks. After the
tragedy of 9/11, baseball pushed back
the postseason as the nation mourmned.
The series was fittingly played in
New York City and the players from
both teams poured blood sweat and
tears into every one of those games,
not for pride, trophies or rings, but for
the thousands of Americans who lost
their lives in those tragic attacks.

Sure, it was only a game of base-
ball, but that 2001 series for Ameri-
cans became more that just grown
men hitting a small white ball. It
helped us heal, come together and
show those extremists that they can
physically harm our countrymen, but
they will never accomplish their true
goal, disrupting the simple aspects of
our culture that make us Americans,
that make us free.

[ will never forget the happenings
of that cold Halloween night, watch-
ing the Yankees enter the ninth inning
down two runs. The Yankee right
fielder, Paul O’Neill’ singled, in what
would be his last hit at Yankee Sta-
dium. The immortal number 21 per-
formed his last gritty act of Yankee
greatness that fateful night. Tino Mar-
tinez was due up, two outs, bottom of
the ninth, Yankee Stadium, game on
the line.

Those are the kind of moments
you dream of as a kid on the sandlot.
That dream to be a World Series hero
was a reality for Martinez. [ remem-
ber my heart sinking as he quickly
got two strikes. Then it happened, a
crack of the bat and the ball went sail-
ing high into the air. [ have no recol-
lection of where that ball landed, it
was impossible among the slew of
camera lights spewing from every
angle. The Yankees had tied the
game, it was going to extra innings,
but the magic was not over.
As the tenth inning progressed a mes-
sage flashed over the scoreboard

“12:00”

“This is the first ever major league
game to be played in November”

And so it was. .. the game which had
seen many heroes born and champi-
onships raised in October had entered
a new month for the first time in its
century long existence as America’s
pastime.

In those cold morming hours of the
first day in November, electricity was
abundant in the air around Yankee
Stadium and from what I imagine,
but can never surely know, the entire
nation. At that moment, [ felt like [
was sitting in the center of the uni-
verse, all eyes on me. [ was part of
history, something special, but the job
wasn’t done yet.

In a time where the nation needed
a hero, a force to stand up and over-
come the somber emotions of the past
month and give American’s a reason
to smile, Derek Jeter stepped up to
the plate. In that moment he was
more than just another baseball

player: he represented America. He
was the hardworking good boy from
Michigan who grew up right outside
New York. He represented the history
of one of America’s most revered or-
ganizations: the New York Yankees,
and he represented all the great
Americans that preceded him...
DiMaggio, Munson, Ruth. In front of
former New York City Mayor Rudy
Giuliani, the brave members of the
NYPD and an entire grieving nation,
Jeter took one mighty swing of the
bat.

From my seats in the upper deck,
[ saw the ball sail and then disappear
behind the railing in front of me. I
held my breath until a gargantuan up-
roar emitted from the crowd and the
stadium rocked as if it had a life of its
own. Rounding the bases, hand
raised, fist clenched, Jeter became a
symbol of America’s rise from the
ashes... he had finally become the
hero he was born to be. The stadium
scoreboard flashed the famous words

“Mr. November”

With that one swing, Jeter’s legacy
was complete, and another chapter in
baseballs history entered the record
books. In the following week, the two
teams would battle until they reached
game seven, where the Diamond-
backs beat the Yankees in the final in-
ning. That series shortly took
America’s collective mind off the
grieving and united our country
around a simple game of baseball.

Scheduling a World Series in No-
vember is a slap in the face to the
memories of all those who died in the
terrorist attacks on the World Trade
Center, the Pentagon, and the Amer-
ican airplanes used against us. In
2001, the series entered November
not for ratings, money or publicity,
but for respect to those who had
fallen. It stands as the one time in his-
tory it occurred and remains the best
tribute the baseball world could have
offered in that time of sorrow. Major
League Baseball missed an opportu-
nity to forever immortalize the most
emotional postseason in our nation’s
history.

Maybe you did have to be there to
see the peoples faces as that 10th in-
ning home run sailed over the fence,
maybe you had to see the look on
Jeter’s face when he was mobbed at
home plate.

Six years later, I return to Yankee
Stadium and look up at that veranda.
I can almost still see the snipers,
perched ready to fight. Hell maybe
they could have even blown Jeter’s
home run ball right out of the air. As
I watch Yankee Stadium become a
ghost, overshadowed by the rising
superstructure next door, I can almost
heve that crack of the bat, that teeling
of blood rushing to my feet as I
Jjumped out of my seat, and I can al-
most take myself back to that mo-
ment, where everything was perfect,
fears were abolished, and hope was
restored.

And I think that’s how November
baseball should be remembered.

“Hey buddy, I'll grab some
peanuts over here.”
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Trick- Once Sherry
pantsed Ashley in the
Cafeteria. -Alex
Moskaluk

reat and Trick- | oncy
got a candy apple,
then threw it in the
sewer... | thought it
was poisoned- An-
thony Conrad
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