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Howard Avenue hit-and-run raises
awareness about student safety

By ALYSSA BROWN
M anaging Editor

Ronald RJ Tillman’s tragic death
has called attention to the dangers of
Howard Avenue, which many Wag-
ner students travel by foot to pick up
groceries, catch a bus or reach the
athletic fields. The roadway curves
sharply in two places between Cam-
pus Road and Clove Road; it was at
one of these curves that Tillman was
killed on Sunday, Feb. 12.

There are walkways on the side
opposite from campus, but they are
often overgrown with weedsand im-
passable. To reach them, students
must cross the busy thoroughfare.

Along the campus side of Howard
Avenue, the sidewalk does not con-
tinue past Campus Road.

"Walking down that hill is like
playing real-life Frogger and you're
thefrog," said senior Vanessa Lenart,
a member of the women's softball
team, which practices at the athletic
fields at the bottom of the hill. " The
sidewalk halfway down the hill isnot
maintained ... it goes from walking
on a sidewalk to walking through
bushes," she added.

Additionally. thereisno crosswalk
to cross the street and it is hard for
cars to see pedestrianscrossing.

Assistant Athletic Director for
Media Relations John Beisser said
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The hill where Tillman was killed by a hit-and-run driver on Howard Avenue curves sharply.
There is no sidewalk on one side of the road, and the opposite sidewalk is overgrown.

thereare no organized shuttles for the
softhall players, but at times players
with cars will drive their teammates
to the field in their own cars.
According to Director of Public
Safety Anthony Martinesi, the con-
cern for students' safety is not new.
Back in 2009, heand Program Man-
ager of External Programs Alex Lojo
sent letters to the Department of
Transportation and to the Staten |s-
land Community Board No. [, asking
for pedestrian crosswalks and/or a
stop sign or stop light to be placed at
dangerous intersections.

Lojo has walked from his Grymes
Hill apartment to hisjob at Wagner
since 2005, and alwaysworriesabout
being hit by a car. He thinks that it is
crucial for astop sign to be installed
at Arlo and Stratford roads, and astop
sign or stop light to be put at Stratford
and Howard.
In responseto the letters, the Depart-
ment of Transportation did a survey
on the area and determined that if
changes were made, the flow of traf-
fic would be impeded. Borough
Commissioner Thomas Cocola said
in aletter that the reason a stop sign or

stop light cannot be placed at one of
the intersections is because of the
sharp curve. Lojo, however, saysthis
is the exact reason one needs to be
placed there. After three years, Lojo
says there has been no solution to the
traffic problem.

Lojo also wants to reach out to St.
John’s University, and thinks the staff
should tell their students to slow
down.

"You need to use caution when

Continued on Page 3

At a solemn memoria sarvice,
a passon for nursing 1s honored

By COURTNEY DUNN
Contributing Staff Writer

When Ronald"*R.J." Tillman came
home from volunteering at Eger
Nursing Home not long ago, close
friend and former nursing student,
Adam Cerber recalls, he couldn't
contain his enthusiasm for spending
time with the elderly, whom he wor-
ried would have no oneelsetotalk to
once his shift ended. He logged into
Facebook and sent a message to Ger-
ber, that simply said, "' Patientsare my
love."

That's the memory students in
Wagner College's nursing program
held fast to yesterday during a me-
morial service for the 29-year-oldstu-
dent — they celebrated his overall
goodness, compassion, and under-
standing.

Tillman died Sunday night after a
ft-and-run driver plowed into hisbi-
cycle on a curved stretch of Howard
Avenue, as he pedaled home after a
night of studying in the on-campus li-
brary. As of last night, police have

still not found the driver.

Nearly 50 of Tillman's loved ones,
including friends, faculty, and family,
filled @ Wagner College lecture hall
to remember his accomplishments
and honor his life. While slips of
paper were passed around to write
condolencesto the family, fellow stu-
dents chattered about the unfath-
omable thought of having to look at
Tillman’s empty seat in the class-
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At the end of the memorial on Feb. 14, students dedicated
white carnations in honor of Tillman's death.

room.

After Rceverend James  Smith.
newly appointed campus chaplain of
Wagner Collcge. welcomed everyone
in attendance, Dr. Roger Weshy and
the Wagner College chorus dedicated
atouching rendition of “Deep River™
to Tillman, which immcdiatcly pro-
voked tearsfrom fricnds and family.

Photo: Katic Rusnock
Students donated over $100
to build a memorial near the
site of RJ Tillman’s death.

Ride home
turns to
tragedy

By MARISSA
DIBARTOLO
Editor-in-Chief

It was a typical Sunday night for
nursing student Ronald "RJ" Tillman.

Around 9 p.m., he finished study-
ing for an exam in the library. threw
his notesand a nursing textbook into
his backpack and jumped on his hi-
cyclefor theshort ride downhill to his
apartment in Wcsterleigh.

But it would be the last time hc
would make the trip. A hit-and-run
driver slammed into the 29-year-old
from upstate New York. throwing
him from hishikeand injuring him so
criticaly that hedied just afew hours
later in Richmond University Med-
ical Center.

Wagner students were notified ol
the death of a "Wagner student"
Monday morning at 8:27 am. in a
campus-widc email from Vice Presi-
dent and Chief of Staff Joseph Ro-
mano. For the next 74 minutes.
students and faculty were concerned
about the student’s identity. In a fol-
low-up email at 9:41 am., Romano
identified the student as Tillman, and
encouraged anyone in need of coun-
seling to go to tlie Center for Health
and Wellncss.

The students in Tillman’s nursing
class, who showed up ready for a big
exam on that Monday, were instead
greeted by grief counselors, accord-
ingto Liz Pesce, aclose friend of Till-
man’s.

Pesce knew about Tillman’s death
before coming to class because she
got acall from mutual friend and for-
mer Wagner nursing student Adam
Gerber. "'l parked the car and | saw
people walking in crying; it was like
everyone found out somehow. The
whole classwasjust sitting therecry-

Continued on Page 3
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Seniors Amanda Arcieri and Daniela Sannino spend time
chatting in the Commuter Student Lounge in the Union.

Commuters booted
from their lounge

By CAROLINE
LATORRE
Wagnerian Staff Writer

With the on-going construction on
Main Hall, more than professors and
classrooms are being displaced.
Commuter students who regularly
use the commuter student lounge to
relax between classes find themselves
being asked to leave the lounge be-
cause of meetings unassociated with
commuters that normally would take
place in Main Hall.

Senior commuter Amanda Arcieri
[rom Dyker Heights, Brooklyn said
she uses the lounge about four days a
week. 1 have been kicked out, and 1
think it is very unfair. With the con-
struction on Main Hall, | suppose
compromises need to be made, but |
believe there was a time that | was
Kicked out prior to the project!”
Arcieri explained.

The commuter lounge serves as a
place where students who don’t live
on campus can spend time to do
homework, watch TV, or meet with
[riends.

Sophomore commuter  student
Danielle Lucchese said, *1 like the
idea that commuters have a place to
10 in between classes and meetings.
It gives me somewhere to connect
with other commuters. The lounge is
also a place 1 go to relax, get school-
work done or meet up with friends. It
is kind of like my home away from
lhome, the resident students have their
dorm rooms and | have the lounge.”

As for how the administration
treats the lounge Lucchese said for
the most part they respect it. “Aside
[rom the meetings that the lounge is
closed off for. which has happened to
me about four times, it is just tough
to find somewhere to go during those
limes since commuters have limited
access to some areas of campus like
dorms.”

Lucchese enjoys attending the
monthly commuter student lunches
because she feels “it’s a great way to
bring the commuter students to-
sether.” She 1s also a member of the
Commuter Student  Association
(CSA). She said CSA “gives us a
voice on campus and allows us to feel
more like we arc a part of Wagner
even though we are not on campus all
the time.”

Arcieri says what she enjoys most
about the lounge is the “relaxing at-
mosphere” with the couches and tel-
evision, “If there is anything that
needs improvement. perhaps bright-

ening up the lounge a bit would help,
particularly painting the walls white,
light blue, or light green.”

Sophomore Rebecca Siegel has an
hour and a half commute to Wagner
everyday and relies on the commuter
lounge as a place to study when she is
not in class. Recently she said “there
was a sign on the door saying that
commuters can not be in there from
11 am. - 4:30 p.m. because some
Greek organizations wanted to use
the space for recruiting new mem-
bers.”

Not being able to use the lounge
when she needs it is a difficult ad-

justment for Siegel. “Of course |

think it is unfair. [t’s the commuter
lounge and this is the second time this
semester | have not been allowed in
there because of meetings being held
in there,” Siegel explained,

Junior Heather Siegel is the current
president of the CSA and uses the
lounge all the time. She said she is in
the process of meeting with adminis-
tration about this issue of students
being kicked out of the lounge. They
also hope to work with administration
to renovate the lounge. “The lounge
could be improved if it was in a big-
ger space, so more people could
come. | think the lounge could be up-
dated- it looks worn out and old. .. it
could definitely be more welcom-
ing,” Siegel said.

Dallas Dowlling, graduate assistant
in co-curricular programs. works
closely with the commuter lounge
and wants commuters to know they
are doing everything they can to
make sure the lounge is available.
“Yes the commuter students occa-
sionally get displaced from the com-
muter lounge. With Main Hall being
under renovation, the campus needs
to share multiple rooms and space.
However, it is rare that students and
faculty schedule meetings during
class hours when commuters might
be using it.”

Dowlling also explained how they
are working on updating the lounge
by getting a refrigerator. microwave
and other items for the lounge that
students can use.

When the lounge isn’t available for
students to use Dowlling said, “As an
alternative, commuter students can
always contact residential friends on
campus to hang out in their room, if
they are free and the library is also an
alternative location.”

For more information or questions
about the commuter lounge students
can contact Sabrina Slater, or Patricia
Lemmerman in CCP.

Access denied:
Commuters fed up
with residence hall policy

By TARA KIRK
Wagnerian Staff Writer

For commuters, it is not as easy as
a swipe of a card to get into the resi-
dence halls.

Though, according to Director of
ResEd Jen Ciaccio, students who do
not live on campus are welcome into
the residence halls, commuters are
complaining that they have to ask
their friends to meet them at the door
or wait for someone to open the door
for them since their ID cards do not
swipe in Harbor View, Guild, Towers
or Foundation Hall.

Senior commuter student Gina
Giglia, a sister of Alpha Sigma Alpha,
is constantly affected by not being
able to swipe herself into the resi-
dence halls on campus. She says,
“Not being able to enter the residence
buildings at free will makes me feel
like I'm not trusted by the residence
staff... [ literally have to wait for
someone to enter or exit the building
in arder to be let in because the work-
ers behind the desk do nothing but
look at you as if you're an outsider
and question why vou are standing
between the double sets of doors.™

Commuter students looking to visit
friends, attend club meetings, or
spend time on their sorority or frater-
mity floors need access to the resi-
dence halls on campus. However,

even more students are accessing the
residence halls this year due to Main
Hall construction. Professors and stu-
dents alike are utilizing spaces in the
residence halls for classrooms and of-
fices. The theater department, for ex-
ample, is using the first and second
floors of Harbor View Hall as offices
for all full-time professors and ad-
junct faculty. Spaces in Harbor View
are also used as temporary locations
for the main theater office, theater
callboard, Main Stage show rehearsal
space and dance classrooms.

Other classes outside of the theater
department take place in the Manzulli
Board Room in Foundation Hall and
the D3 Annex in Towers.

“The policy is actually not a new
one. Commuters have not normally
had open access into the halls as ac-
cess is reserved for residential stu-
dents and staff who live and/or work
in the building,” explained Ciaccio,

“We do allow commuters access
into the buildings in certain situations
where it is appropriate to do so: i.e.
first-year commuters who need ac-
cess into Harborview for Learning
Community and FYRE activities,
commuters who are interested in the
Greek community and are going
through recruitment activities, and
commuters who are current Greek
members but who do not live on cam-
pus and need periodic access for
chapter meetings and other events,

These needs are on a case-by-case
basis,” she adds.

Though commuters are allowed
into the residence halls under certain
circumstances, some feel like they are
getting a different Wagner experience
because they are not always able to
get into the residence halls.

“We would love it if all of our stu-
dents lived in our halls on campus, as
living in the halls can make a positive
impact on each student and on our
residential community. That said, we
have an important responsibility to
those who do live on campus to pro-
vide a safe and secure living space,
and that is what we strive to do. Also,
we welcome commuters to spend
time in any residential building at any
time, as long as they are adhering to
our community policies and are
signed in as a guest of a resident.”

Ciaccio does not want commuters
to feel ostracized in any way, but it
does not necessarily mean changes in
the current residential policies.

“I think it is the responsibility of all
of campus to find ways for our com-
muter students to feel more a part of
the campus community as a whole,
and we want our current Residential
Education policies to allow for all
students to feel like they can access
our residential community without
compromising the safety and security
of our current residents, she said.
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At asolemn memorial service,
apassion for nursing is honored

Continued from Page 1

Dr. Richard Guarasci, president of
Wagner College, spoke highly of the
exampleTillman set for therest of the
college, but dso gave advice on how
to copewith thissudden loss. Hesug-
gested that nursing students think of
Tillman when they are with their pa-
tients.""As much as you want to block

out the moon and the sun, remember
what hewasto us'" said Guarasci. A
scholarship founded in Ronald Till-
man's name was also announced by
the president. He later revealed that
he will be meeting with the Depart-
ment of Transportation this week to
make the area a safer place for stu-
dents.

A song was written and dedicated

Students in the nursing program place white carnations
around a photo of RJ at the end of the service.

to Tillman, entitled“R.J.’s Song,"" thet
eloquently summed up Tillman’s
character, describinghim as"'a light
that cannot be dulled” Students
fondly reminisced about his conta-
geous smile, recalling that it never
faltered, "*even when he wasan hour
late for an exam.”

The closing hymn for the memo-
rid was Amazing Grace, after which
everyone was able to place a white
carnation on atable in his honor be-
foreexitingin silence. Assistant chap-
lain, Father Anthony J. DeLuca, said
of the ceremony, “It was one of the
most beautiful tributes | have ever
seen. It was so sincere, he was uni-
versdly well-liked." Hedescribedthe
accident in generd asa brutal disre-
gard for human life."

Reverend James Smith feels that
athough such a tragic incident has
the potentia to hurt a college com-
munity, Tillman's brief yet remark-
able presence a Wagner College
helped to forge bondstliat will never
be broken.

Reprinted with permission from
the Staten Island Advance.

Howard Avenue hit-and-run rases
awareness about student safety

Continued from Page 1

YOUTE out there: you need to be
aware of what's going °™ said Mar-
tinesi, advising drivers, pedestrians,
runners, and bicyelists to be cautious.

According to Martinesi, there are
more police Officers i, the area since
the incident, as well as an increase in
police summonses for speeding. He

says 14t this is only a temporary fix

to'the growing problem.

According to Gothamist.com,
more New Yorkers are killed from
motor vehicle accidents than are
killed by guns each year. The NYPD
of NYC issued more moving viola-
tions and Criminal Court summonses
to cyclists than to truck drivers last
vear. Of the 241 pedestrians or cy-
clists killed in the past year by motor
vehicles, only 17 drivers responsible
faced crimind charges.

Laura Barlament, associate direc-
tor of communications and market-
ing, commutes two miles from her
home near Silver Lake Park to Wag-

ner on her bicycle. One morning in
June 2011 while Barlament was rid-
ing to Wagner, she was hit by a car
near a sharp curve on Howard Av-
enueand Stratford Road. Fortunately,
shewas not serioudly injured, but the
incident sparked her to take action.
Barlament deems speedingand the
discontinuous sidewalks to be two
main causesof cyclistsand pedestri-
ans being hit by motor vehicles. She
says, moresidewalkscould help pre-
vent futureaccidentsfrom occurring,
Shehasasowritten aletter tothe De-
partment of Transportation, asking
them torevisittheir previousconclu-
sions. A previousl|etterin responseto
Anthony Martines stated,""Wefound
that it would be dangerousto ingall
pedestrian crosswalks." However, it
isimportant that they ingtal the cross-

walksfor pedestriansand al who use
the aea to be sdafe
She has also attended meetings with
the Community Board No. 1 and its
subcommittees. Although she knows
the board cannot take any action it-

sdlf, it can put pressure on political
leaders and the Department of Trans-
portation to takeaction.

Recently, Barlament along with
Student Development Coordinator
Amerika Grewal and Associate Pro-
fessor of Psychology Amy Eshlemen
attended an area committee meeting
that covers GrymesHill for the Com-
munity Board No.1. Board members
will present the information to a
""board of boards™" meetingwhereim-
portant decision makerswill be pres-
ent.

Barlament encourages Wagner
staff, faculty and studentsto get in-
volved. "We need to keep following
up about thisand keep up the pres-
sure. We weretold that attendingand
speaking at more meetings makes a
difference," she says.
Community Board No. 1 meetings
take place onceamonth at All Saints
Episcopal on Victory Blvd. For more
information including a schedule of
meetingsvisit

http://www.nyc.gov/html/sich1.

Photo courtesy ol Liz Pesce

RJ Tillman (front right) and close friend Liz Pesce (front left)
enjoy pizza at L&B Spumoni Gardens with other friends in

the nursing program.

After studying, ride
home turns to tragedy

Continued from Page 1

ing," shesaid. The classimmediately
collected over $100 to buy flowersto
place & thesite of the accident.

Tillman hed only recently moved
from Brooklyn to Westerleigh to ease
hiscommute. His new apartment was
a 20-minute bike ride from campus
and he rode his bike to and from
GrymesHill every day.

"*He moved heremorefor conven-
iencesske" said Pesce. “But he was
open to staying. He said, 'maybe if
you can convince me tliat Staten Is-
land is as cool as Brooklyn,"' hed
stay, sherecalled.

Tillman previoudy received aB.A.
in film production from Brooklyn
College. However, one of hisfriends
steered him in thedirection of nursing
when he recognized RJs love of
helping people in need. Taking his
friend's advice, RJ began to research
nursing programs online, and wasac-
cepted into the 15-month accelerated
program at Wagner.

"He absolutely loved it," said his
aunt, Joan Snihur.

According to Snihur, the entire
family supported his decision to
cometo Wagner to earn a second de-
gree.

The family last saw RJ when he
was home in Minoa. N.Y,, to cele-
brate Christmas. And some family
members saw him aweek beforethat
a an engagement party on Staten Is-
land.

According to Tillman’s friendsin
the nursing program, he had a passion
for working with geriatric patients,

Tillman family pho o

Ronald RJ Tillman.

especialy a Eger Hedth Care and
RehabilitationCenter.

""At Christmastime wewered| sit-
ting theretalking about how he really
liked working with theolder people,”
Snihur continued. ""He wastelling us
S0 many storiesabout how much he
enjoyed it and how much compassion
he hed for them."

The canipus came together to
mourn Tillman’s death a aservicein
Spiro 2 on Tuesday, Feb. 14. More
than 40 nursing students attended.
Pesce wrote a song in honor of Till-
man titled “RJ’s Song," which wus
played a the memoriad and drew
tearsfrolllmany in attendance.

“] fed like it's a shame tlie only
time 1 can write a song is when my
heart's broken," she said after the cer-
emony.

"Wegner has been nothing but sup-
portive. My sister got acall from the
president of the college and the deiin
of students... they've dl just been
wonderful." said Snihur.

§

LACKMANN

CULINARAY

SLRVICELC S

NEED CASH? EXTRA SPENDING MONEY?
WE ARE LOOKING FOR STUDENT WORKERS!

Sign up with Dining Services today and have cash

In your pocket next week!

Flexible Schedules ¢ Convenience of Working on Campus
Above Minimum Wage Pay ¢ Experience in the Hospitality Industry

See Robert of Karon in the Dining Office to apply.
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Coffee House addition
Nno cause for darm

By ALEX GRECO
Sports Editor

| spy: a new camera mounted to
the ceiling of the Coffee House?

The camera, which Information
Technology (IT) staff installed the
last week of January, womed Coffee
House regulars who believed the
camera was connected to a security
visor.

But fear no longer. the 'mysterious
cumera is the newest addition to the
sound system. The Coffee Housere-
cently invested into this project with
Co- Curricular Programs (CCP) asa
means of recording Coffee House
pcrfonnances by students, staff and
ariests.

“It is not a security camera, It is
only turned on when requested for a
presentation,” said Assistant Director
of CCP, PetriciaLemmemian.

The new unit, which faces the
stage, can be accessed a any time
with the control of atrained worker.
And there will be no hasseto find
oneof those, asdl CoffeeHouseem-
ployeeswerethoroughly educated on
the equipment. Other trained workers
includeCo- Curricular Program affil-
iatesSabrinaSlater and PetriciaLem-
merman and membersof the I T staff.

All performancesarethen linked to
the Wagner website. Since itsinstal-
|ation, thecamerahas not been put to
useyet. However, once performances
start rolling throughout the semester,
thelink to view performancescan be
obtained by Coffee House manager,
MelanieVdenciaor IT steff.

"At firg wedl thought it wasase-
curity cameraand wedl felt uncom-
fortable, “ says sophomore Zachary
Weingteiger," but now that | know it's
to record performances | think it's a
pretty decent idea."

Interested in journalism?

Join us!

Writers, photographers,

and designers wanted.

Meetings every Monday
@ 8:30 p.m. in Union 202.

#WagnerProblems

Steven Copp @StevenCopp
The construction workers working on main hall
have evidently built a fortress using their building
materials. #priorities #WagnerProblems

James Lee @jlsupreme
Why does the gym smell like Spam®
#WagnerProblems

Katrina Schindlar @trinamariexox

»

| wanna take a bath. #WagnerProblems

(@Wagnerproblems gives students
a chance to voice concerns

By ALYSSA BROWN
M anaging Editor

Social media provides a basis to
make connections, share stories, and
moreoften than not: complain.

Twitter held its very own hot spot
for Wagner students to voice their
concernsregardingissuesrelevant to
students living in the Grymes Hill
area. The account, @WagnerProb-
lems, gave studentsa place to let off
steam about the shuttle, classroom
moves, and most common of dl: the
food.

However, the voiceof thestudents
wassilenced earlier this month, when
the popular twitter account appeared
to be shut down. At first, students
considered the possibility that Wag-

ner administration had something to
do with closing the account. How-
ever, further investigation proved oth-
erwise.

Director of Media Relations, Lee
Manchester, first asked the new Di-
rector of Digital and Social Media,
Anna Mule, if she knew anything
about the account, but shedid not.

After speaking to several members
of the Campus Life staff including
Assigtant Vice President of Campus
Life Ruta Shah-Gordon, Associate
Dean of CampusLifeSaraKlein, Di-
rector of Co-Curricular Programs
Sabrina Slater, Associate Dean of
Campus LifeCurtisWright, and Stu-
dent Development Coordinator
Amerika Grewal, Manchester con-
cluded that Wagner had nothingtodo
with the closing of the account.

Amerika Grewal did mention,
however, that the Campus Life staff
wasawareof the Twitter account and
that it proved helpful in identifying
problemsthat the college can try to
solve.

To the happinessof many students,
the account was reactivated by its
anonymous user on Feb. 18 with a
tweet of "back in business." Upon
noticing theaccount was reactivated,
Sophomore Brandon Catapane
tweeted, “@WagnerProblems is
back! Hell yesh!"

Theaccountcurrently hasover 530
followers,and more than 430 tweets,
including re-tweets of users who
added the “f#WagnerProblems™ hash
tag in thelr tweets, or who sent their
tweets directly to the " @Wagner-
Problems™ account.
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{trans.} adjective:

like a wag; roguish in merriment and good humor; jocular:

i.e. Fielding and Sterne are waggish writers.

fhe world according fo

GOOCH

All dogs go to heaven...

...Or at least mine does

This past weekend, on Feb. 17,
2012, my beloved dog Jack died.
He was our Jack, officialy named
Yukon Jack Frost just in case lie
ever became a professional
Itiderod-er in the big bad Alaskaor
somewhere where those things go
down, which was looking like a
pretty good option there for a
while....or at least | thought so.

He answered to a world of nick-
names. He was also our " Jackson
Marie Henderson," our “best man,"
our "hake," our "we're going to get
a new dog on Monday," our
""Hakie,"" our "' gurgi-gurg," (Y ou to-
tally liave to be there for that one),
our ""best friend,” our "little man,"
my other brother, my pal, he was
our Jack. Now not only is this sad
because he was my first dog, the
first true love of my life, but be-
causeheliterallywasthe best damn
dog anyone could've ever had.

Our love stomped out any other
loveout there. Hewasconsistent, he
was loyal, he was stylish, he was
handsome, he was clean, hiskisses
were the best kisses, he was there
even when I didn't know it and
there when | needed him to be, he
was unbelievably loving....... al
thetime, hewasonly ever annoying
when liewas barking or begging for
food..... out of his love for us, of
course, he was the absolute best
men | think I'll ever come into con-
tact with. Losing him, beatsout any
remorse I've ever felt for a passing
grandparent, passing neighbor from
church or even Ms. Houston herself.

I cannot imagine anything worse
than findingout my pup is no longer
with us.....well, | can but this is

about him right now.

Hc was a beautiful Siberian
husky. He wasal fluffy wliitc, with
a big brown nose, big paws, the
cutest perky ears, the bushiest tail
you've ever seen, the most beauti-
ful yellowish-green eyes and a
smile that could last for days. We
got him when [ was in seventh
grade, lie was about one-ycar-old.
Hewastherut of thefamily. Always
ate last, because he was polite, al-
ways got picked on so his tail was

all matted, because he wanted to be
loved so bad and hewasallittle shy,
because lie just hadn't found his
placein thisworld. And then he met
us. The Gooclies got a hold of him
and it was fate. We couldn't have
been matched with a better dog. We
knew we wanted him from the mo-
ment we saw him. The little rascal
jumped into our heartsand we were
Set.

Part of ahusky's natureisrunning
and my god, he used to run away
likecrazy. Wereally had tofight to
keep a part of our family too. He
would accidentally get out and just
start running. He was fast as hell
and that didn't stop until about a
year ago. There were many times
where my brother, Adam, or my dad
would have to run miles more
around the neighborhoods sur-
rounding ours to catch him. Adam
becamea hero every time hewould
come around the comer with Jack
by hisside, so cluelessasto thetur-
moil hejust put our family through.
Dogsseem to havethat kind of way
about them. Clueless to the world
and you couldn't stand to be mad at
him for it.

Jack would pull my brother,
Adam and I on sleds when it
snowed, hewould play in thesprin-
kler during the summer, he had the
best smile, heloved being scratched
in themiddle of hisears, helovedto
run on walks but could only go for
aboutaslongasyou could or maybe
just stopped when he realized you
were pooping out, speaking of, he
made it humorously obvious when
lie was going to go No. 2, no re-
morse there, just going with nature,
he would flop down, do the " round
and round” and sit and watch TV
with you on the couch no matter
how many timeswe told him*'no,"
he would always fetch but never
would bring back the toy, he loved
big, fat bones, hewould bark if you
stared into his eyes too long, when
you picked him up, despite hissize,
he immediately became a puppy
again, theseare the thingsthat made
him our Jack. | could only hopeand
dream of a husband as sufficient as
Jack wasto me.

When we first went to look for a
dog therewas an instant connection
with Jack, like we just understood
each other. I've always wondered
about that, you know? Likewhat is
it about dog and owner connections
tliat makesit work? It's almost like
that connection people say twins
have or tliat love that isfound only
in The Notebook, it is that Home-
ward Bound kind of love, when he's

stuck in the holeand all you can do
as an audience is cry until he gets
out. But tell me, theelation you feel
when he is saved isway more than
when you see Noah and what's her
name making out in the rain on the
dock. | know I'm so right. But yup,
that’s what we had for our Jack.

Now he was definitely a looker.
All tlicdogswecrc obviously jealous
of him when he walked down the
street. They knew what was com-
ing......pure, cffortless beauty and
poise he posscssed. | cannot express
the amount [ treasurehim. He made
every family argument intoagame.
Every time we were screaming at
oneanother for God knowswhat lie
would quickly get right in the mid-
dleof it and take all of our attention
away, immediately stealing the
focusand reminding us of tlie love.
A baby has half the talent that Jack
had of just in a snap of a finger,
changing the whole mood of the
room into butterfly kissesand rain-
bows.

Words can't describe how much
we love Jack, as I'm sure you feel
about any pet you haveever lost. He
made our family complete and will
forever be a part of our family, of
our home and mostly of our hearts.
I just really redly freaking loved the
guy. No Jack | ever meet will ever
be as cool as my Jack.

Thisarticleisadedication to not
only Jack but al dogs. dl the dogs
that have madeour livesalittiehap-
pier, a little crazier, a little bit more
fun. | know how much Jack meant
tomeso | would liketo raiseatoast
to the best damn dog a girl could
have.

Hope you're having fun on the
Rainbow Bridge, Hakie. Well miss
you terribly but T know you're steal -
ing food, getting fat and running in
the snow up there. Well be comin'
toget you soon!

Best love. Susanna

... One NYC open

New York Comedy Club
Where: 241 East 24th Street
When: Sunday, Monday and Fri-
day a 6 pm.

| Detalls. $5 getsyou 6 minuteson

stage including adrink. Comics can

go up on afirst comefirst serve

basis. To book a reserved spot

plesse vist:
www.superegocomedy.com/open_m

Super ego Comedy

at Parkside Lounge

Comedy for Egomaniacs

Where:Lower Eagt Side

317 E. Houston Street

When:7:00 PM - 9:00 p.m.

on the 2nd, 4th (and sometimes

5th) Thursdaysof the month

Advanced sign up required.
Details.

$5 Cover for Performers

No Cover for Audience

1 Drink Minimum for Everyone

5 minute spots, cmail for advanced

booking.

All bookingsexpireat 7:10pm. So

Please! Beontime.

Vigt sitefor more info;
http://www.superegocomedv.com
Criticssav: "Thisfriendly, support-

ive, booked, open-mikeshow isa

great placeto work out your new
stuff, laugh and have agood time.

The brisk, two-hour show startson

time a 7PM sharpand endson time

a 9PM sharp. Prizesat the end of

tlienight ... cash, CDs, DVDs, T-

Shirts, the occasional severed

human head ... whatever we dredge

up. Produced and booked by

Michelle Dobrawsky and Dale

Sorenson.™

Become your own
comedian ...

mic night at a time

Takingthe Mic Thursdays
at Comedy Village

Where:

82 Wes 3rd Street

When:

Startsat 6 p.m. on Thursdays(Sign
up 5:30)

Details:

$5 for 5 minutes

Contact: 212.802.7586
Criticssav:

*Begt Comicof the Micwinsa
FREE spot on the Thursday Night
Pro Show thet night at 9:30

*Must be present to win

*Weekly comedy contest just to
keep it fun and creetive!

TheGreen Mic

Where: Karpaty Bar (a.k.a. Sy
Fox)

140 2nd Ave. between 8th and Sth
S

When: Thursday 7p.mto 12 am.
Details: Walk-insarc accepted, and
will be fit into any spotsremaining
open first-come, first-served.

* For $5, comics may now have
their set digitally videotaped and
made privately available for down-
loading onlinc within 3 days. If they
bring a blank tape, they can dso
have a VHS copy by the following
week's show at no additional
charge.

Just aone drink minimum for
comics (and drinksarc only $4.00)!
6 minutes of stagetime!

Contact: www.thegreenmic.com.

JOKE OF THE WEEK

WITH FUNNYMAN, TREVOR SIDERIS

on is everything

locz
named Joan spent most of her

hotel. She

for an overall tan. She’d ha
ning up the stairs; Joan was
tow

“What difference does it make,’
up here, and besi

from dashing up the stairs. “The hotel doesn’t mi

On the roof of the hotel

Trying to tan in the altogether may be the stuff of private dreams. But
cording to Story Jokes. An ardent traveler

ion sunbathing on the roof of her

¢ a swimsuit the first day, but on the second, she de-
cided that no one could see her way up there, and she s

pped out of it

tarted when she heard someone run-

on her stomach, so she just pulled a

ver her rear.
“Excuse me, miss,” said the flustered hotel manager, out of breath

ou sunbathing

on the roof but we would very much appreciate you wearing a bathing

suit as you did yes

n asked rather calmly. “No one
[’'m covered with a towel.”

tly,” said the manager. “You're lying on the dining room
skylight.”
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Christian values
leading the GOP

to the White Hous®

By MISTY ROSSO
Opinions Editor

To my utter dismay. it seems as
though a politician's religious be-
liefs (or What the citizens of ihig
country deem as his) may or may
not hinder his chances of making it
to the White House.

[ find 1 cannot hear a member of
the GOP named Without his reli-
gious dffiliation somehow thrown
in. Religion and politics shouldn't
be mixed.

In horror. I'v€ noticed how Re-
publican candidates have turned g
religious language and images in
their advertisements in order to try
and attain the vote of Christian con-
servatives. And what's worse? 1t’s
working.

Kcenncth M. Goldstein, president
of Kantar Medias Campaign Media
Analysis Group, said thet religious
messages have been USEd previ-
ously in clcctions. Howcevcr. “they
would end up in a mail picce, a
phone call, a talk show radio ad
Now we're seeing a much broader,
shotgun approach on broadcast tel-
cvision.”

I"ve seen everything from a for-
mer patient of Ron Paul (he wasob-
stetrician) cooing how the politician
iS the exceptional type of person
who can stay on the right Chrigtian
path, t~ former candidate, Rick
Perry and his wife ANitas in-your-
face Christmas fedtivitics.

Thankfully, sonic GOP candi-
dates have not been so overt. Mitt
Romney, amember of the Mormon
faith, haSonly opaquely referred 1o
being a lifelong member of his
church in his advertisements.

Even though Romney may not be
shoving liis religion into our faces,
cvangelicals of the United States are
eating up everything he does. Rom-
ncy is synonymouswith a nicmbcr
of the Mormon faith. In the Nevada
caucuses. 43 percent of white evan=
gelical voterssupported Romney. It
isobviousthat his Mormon faith is
pushing him to the finish line.

Rick Santorum has aso decided
to not overtly showcase hisreligious
beliefs. However, his latest com-
mcercials have focused on liis au-
thorship of legidation that was

intended to curb late-term abortions
and the fact that his children have dll
been home-schooled! These are
clearly topics that are pricking the
ears of evangelicals.

This Yoar, g2 PEICent of white
evangelicals under 30 expressed
support for the Republican party. In

the 2008 election. it was 67 percent.
Alot of Christianvotcn aremoving

o 1€ GOP, diid I can 29SS jhy,

Accusations of  President
Obama’s religious practices were

everywhere in the 2008 Presidential
Electlon And, unfortunately, four

vears later, thesé absurd and false
rumors arc gtill ruminating. | am
goingtoset the record straight once
again, He is a Christian, NOT a
Muslim.

Obama’s mother was raised in a
lion-practicing Christian home,
whereas his father was raised a
Mustiin bt 144 pecome an atheist
by the time he married Obama’s
mother. Obama’s step-father was
Muslim as well; however, he made
allowances for animist and Hindu
beliefs. Hc was exposed to various
religions and i adulthood, was bap-
tized i € Wity United Chiich
of Christ.

Obama said M@t 100 ofien reli-
gious leaders use faith o “exploit
what divides U8 Thé President has
taken some slack for 1S comment,

yet it resonates With me. | find that
our nation is already divided in

many ways. | think the beauty and

the downfall 6Fotir country is all ©UF
differences. 1 think they divide us
rather than unite usand prevents our
ability to appreciate our diversity.
I’'m not saying W€ become Unl-
form in our beliefs and practices,

but | don’t think that one Presiden-
tial candidate's religious bclicf

should Charmi op Bewilder voters
with the force it seems to.

1 respeet all faiths. | honestly tiy
to not hold any judgments 3P0U! re
ligious practices that differ from
own. And | get it, voterslikeacan-
didate Who sharcs their religious be4
liefls. But. let’s face it, voting
someone into thé Oval Office does-
Nt mean their religious practices
will spread across the country.

I want a president who can rule
this country adequately. The pottom
ling is, yes; everyone is entitled 1o
their own faith. Yet, [ ask you this,
religion and politics- do they create
a whole picture of how one man,
one human, is going to act and what
hié is then going to be able to do for
our nation in four years? [ say: no.

Give credit where credit I1s due

The hard work and talent oftheater studentsis underappreciated

By STEPHANIE
HINKES
Assistant Opinions Editor

In August of 2011, Wagner Col-
lege’s theater program was ranked.
yet again, a the top of thelist for the
best theater programs in the nation. In
MY gpinion, this significant detail
pertaining to our college and the stu-
dents in the program goes unnoticed.
is under appreciated, and sometimes
is entirely overlooked by fellow stu-
dents.

Ranked fifth on the list in the
Princeton Review5 annual guide,
Wagner was only trailing behind
Mulilenbeg College. Drew Univer-
sity, Bennington College and Yde
University. Not only is thisranking
exceptional, but to be competingwith
an lvy Leagueschool issimply phe-
nomenal.

Wagner iswel known as atheater
school. In fact, it isalso well known
that we are a division one schoal in
the North East Conference in the
realm of athletics. However, even
with studentsin both widely recog-
nized programs, there seemsto be lit-
tle appreciation for the theater
program and its talented students
compared to the athletes.

As the proud roommate of an in-
credibly gifted theater performance
mgjor, | have had the opportunity to
see firsthand how much these stu-
dentsdo. | am in no way saying that
other students are lessimportant, but
it amazes me how much sometheater
students are involved in.

| will admit that I was once guilty
of thinking thesestudents had amore
enjoyable and relaxed major than
everyoneelse. I had never been more
wrong about something 1 MMy life.

It is acommon misconception that
these students just sing, dance and
perform. Of course they do all three
of these, but when it comes down to
theend of the day, which is signifi-
cantly later for them, | believe they
do much more than the average stu-
dent perceives.

In addition to the typical general
education requirements, theater per-
formance students also take numer-
ous dance classes and voice lessons,
in addition to spending hours in the
practicerooms. This takestheir “four
or five [class] load” to six, seven,

Photo credit: Wagner College

Elizabeth Miller and fellow
theater students performing
mainstage after months of

hard work.
even eight classes a semester.

When they finally finish their
classesfor theday, they head straight
to an early dinner, because many of
them have to be at a rehearsal by 6:30

m.

P Therefore, after a long day of
classeswith every other student, they
spend four hours in rehearsal. rather
than crashing on their beds and
watching TV. When they finally re-
tumn to their roomsand settlein, itis
nearly 11 p.m., and they have yet to
start their assignmentsfor the follow-
ing day.

In my opinion, if | did not have
those four hoursafter dinner to relax
and do my homework, I would prob-
ablyfail at least one course. Although
this might just be my personal prob-
lem, these students never stop run-
ning, and yet they still succeed.

Fortunately, even with the long
days and never ending exhaustion,

these students enjoy what they are'

doing Regardless of the|ack of sleep
err}anthgrschedula they have

or
passion ork.

""Eventhough I sometimeswant to
sleep for three days straight. at the
end of theday | wouldn't give it up
for anything becausethereis nothing
else in the world that | would rather
beworking this hard for,"" said Eliza-
beth Miller,asophomore theater per-
formance mgjor, assheexplainedthat
this program is something worth all
her time and energy.

Another common misconception
results from the opinions on the
courses that fill their day. Theater per-
formance majors will have many
coursesthat focus in theater, but they
gtill must completedl thegeneral ed-

ucation requirements that the rest of
Wagner has to do as well.
| think people assume that since

tizeici npthaethégntate rseadithonesioat
homework. They seem to forget that
atheater student mugt till take asci-
ence with a lab and a writing inten-
sive English course.

Thisis somethingwe dl need to
remember when we come back from
dinner and start our research paper;
remember when you finish yours,
theater students are just returning
from rehearsal to start theirs.

At times, they aredoing morethan
one rehearsal for more than one per-
formanceasaresult of the numerous
talented people on campus who
started up organizations such as
Complete Student Productions(CSP)
and Student Run Musica Theater
(SRMT).

For example, my roommate is
tackling three performancesat once
in addition to her coursework. | think
sheisachampion, consideringl can-
not even handle doing only my
coursework.

When it comes time for opening
night and the numerousperformances
that follow, | think it's unfortunate
that the turnout of fellow studentsis
typically small. This leaves me
dumbfounded because not only do
we have someof the best performers
here & Wagner, but as students we
can see these amazing shows for
FREE. It bothers me that so many
studentsdo not teke advantageof this
opportunity, let aloneshow thelr sup-
port.

| strongly believe Wagner isfilled
with talented studentsin many differ-
ent mgjors. | think we have some
amazing athletes that will have aca-
reer in their respectivesports. | think
we have somededicated science ma-
jors that striveto bedoctorsand nurs-
ing majorsthat get just aslittlesleep
as theater students. [ think we have
business students that will change
Wall Street and education mgjorsthat
will mold young minds.

Even though Wagner hasadiverse
group of remarkable students. |
wanted to acknowledge the theater
studentsto remind them that they are
appreciated and that the rest of cam-
pus will soon redize this and recog-
nize them just as the Princeton
Review hasfor the past seven years.
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Can Obama get his groove back?

Commander-in-chief is losing Democratic voters
with his inability to communicate effectively.

By JOSEPH MESSANO
Wagnerian Staff Writer

President Barack Obama is having
difficulty connecting to his voters,
leaving Democrats in awe and our
President stiff, tired, and without mo-
mentum.

I think that most liberals will agree
if I say that the Obama Administra-
tion is bad at communicating with the
public.

The President’s priorities earlier in
his term, like the painfully divisive
Healthcare Bill, limited action on the
economys, etc., have left him vulnera-
ble to alarmists on the right. His mild
responses to his critics, usually deliv-
ered awkwardly from behind a
lectern, and always whittled down by
the cable networks to curt sound-
bites, have made not helped him.

The horrified left has long been
complaining that Obama needs to re-
capture the activist energy that rock-
eted him to the Whitehouse in 2008,
and he’s certainly trying.

A flat footed jobs bill a few months
ago—a bill that might have helped
the President two years ago—was
abruptly killed by the House of Rep-
resentatives. His attempt to end the
Bush tax cuts for millionaires led to
Republican threats of a government
shutdown that paralyzed Congress
for weeks.

More recently, as I'm sure our
neighbors at St John’s University will
tell you, Obama’s new requirements
for healthcare providers mandating
access to free birth control for

women, set Catholic colleges and
hospitals against the White House in
a very public fight.

Obama has been going out of his
way to pick fights and losing every
time. The thinking, one supposes, is
that he’s looking to paint Republicans
as obstructionists—but he keeps
painting himself into corners. The
GOP are certainly obstructionists,
don’t get me wrong, but repeatedly
winning very public battles has put
them in a strong position to dictate
legislation and generally stagnate the
political process.

Part of Obama’s problem is the
gimmicky personality of some of his
proposals, that is, those that crash and
burn. They come off as obvious ploys
to garner votes in the upcoming elec-
tion and it’s difficult to take them se-
riously. However, not all of the
gimmicks are as insubstantial as the
rest.

For example. the largely neglected
youth vote may get some meaningful
help from President Obama just in
time for Election Day. Mostly ig-
nored in the media, Obama has pro-
posed balancing federal aid to
colleges with their ability to control
tuition costs, penalizing schools that
fail to stay affordable.

He has described a plan to restruc-
ture federal student loans with a "Pay
As You Earn" plan. The loan repay-
ment plan would lower monthly fed-
eral student loan payments for
Americans who owe more than they
can pay. Also, the administration's
plan would allow recent graduates to

Photo cf it: Newsmania.com

President Obama attempt-
ing to reach voters in a
speech last June.

consolidate their loans for lower
interest rates.

For a generation of students whose
outlook in the job market is fairly
grim, these changes in the federal
lending system could bring some dis-
illusioned youth back into the Demo-
cratic fold.

But the problem remains, as it has
for the last few years, that Obama
can’t get the message out. The
charisma that once had young voters
flocking to send Obama to the White
House has faded and a clear cynicism
has emerged on the left. Young peo-
ple are more cynical, too. Having
leamed that all one gets for political
conviction is a tent in Zuccotti Park,
students may not be easily swayed by
any mainstream candidate, not even
by President Obama.

| believe many of my peers on the
left will share these same thoughts
and feelings unless Obama figures
out a way to effectually communicate
with the citizens of this country.

Comin together to honor
and remember RJ Tillman

By MISTY ROSSO
Opinions Editor

When a tragedy like the untimely
death of nursing student Ronald “RJ”
Tillman, 29, occurs, the surrounding
community should come together to
mourn and celebrate the life of the in-
dividual. In the days following the
tragic death, the Wagner community
came together in an amazing way.

On Tuesday, Feb. 14, family, pro-
fessors, nursing students and other
members of the Wagner community
attended the memorial service for RJ.
The service began with a reading of
Psalm 23: “Surely goodness and
mercy shall follow me all the days of
my life; and [ will dwell in the house
of the Lord forever.”

Though I did not know RJ person-
ally, from what I've heard, he was the
quintessence of goodness. He was
said to love the nursing program and
community here at Wagner. He loved
working with and helping people.

The memorial consisted of several
beautiful poems and songs, one of
which was written and dedicated to
RJ.

President Guarasei said, [ want
you to remember who he was and
who he is to us.”” By honoring R.J.’s
memory and remembering his good-
ness, we can keep him a part of the

Wagner community and in our hearts
and minds.

[ thought it was really wonderful
when it was said that a scholarship
will be created in RJ’s name, espe-
cially because he was such a dedi-
cated nursing student at Wagner
College. I think naming a scholarship
after him is a really great way to
honor him and his hard work, as well
create a level of excellence for stu-
dents to strive for.

From what I"ve heard. RJ was the
type of person everyone wants to
know. He was kind, warm, hard-
working and had a good heart. It’s fit-
ting that the memorial and reception
took place on Valentine’s Day be-
cause it’s a day about love, a day for
celebrating those who bring joy into
vour life. On Valentine’s Day this
vear, Wagner College celebrated R
Tillman and by the large turnout at
the memorial service and the heartfelt
words expressed by the speakers in
attendance, it’s obvious RJ touched
many people.

I found it inspiring that hours afier
the reception took place. students
walked down to look at the photo-
graph of RJ or to grab a pamphlet
from the service. | doubt all of these
students knew him, yet | stood and
watched student after student come to
look upon RJ’s smile and stop a mo-
ment to think about him. 1 did it my-

self,

I am really proud of the Wagner
community and how they have dis-
played utter respect and love for RJ
Tillman. Uniting together and cele-
brating RJ has bettered our commu-
nity because this tragedy will make
us thankful for the time we do have,
and for those who knew RJ, thankful
for the time they had with a person as
wonderful as he was.

I want to take this opportunity to
thank the community for coming to-
gether in such a miraculous way.

In the service, RJ was quoted as
saying “Just make every day a day
that works towards your dreams and
there are no limits.” | think we need
to take this quote to heart. You don’t
have to have personally known RJ to
be effected by him. All you need to
do is listen to a colleague or friend
talk about him or hear something he
said or even look at a picture of his
smiling face.

Regrettably, RJ doesn’t get the
chance to live the rest of his life. I
propose we honor RJ by living our
lives to the fullest every single day.
being kind and helping others when-
ever we can, spending time with our
loved ones and being the best human
beings we can be.

This way, RJ Tillman can have an
effect on all of us and his spirit will
live on.

Fighting to save
Planned Parenthood

By CHARISSE WILLIS
Post-grad Contributor

In March of last year, [ wrote a col-
umn discussing the danger Planned
Parenthood faced as conservative
politicians attempted to cut Title IX
funding. I believe that activism can
radically change golitical rights in
this country.

Planned Parenthood’s commitment

to helping women in all arcas of

health, including breast cancer
screenings is the foundation of their
organization.

This week. many Americans were
made aware of this service provided
by Planned Parenthood. We learned
that the Susan G. Komen foundation
provides approximately $680,000 to
Planned Parenthood each year and
that the majority of that money goes
to funding early breast cancer screen-
ings for women who can’t afford
them.

We also learned that the Komen
foundation cut this funding and, as
Planned Parenthood believes. did so
because of pressure from the political
right.

Fortunately, with the announce-
ment of this decision came another
form of pressure - outrage. Mollie
Williams, a top official at the Komen
foundation stepped down. Hundreds
of thousands of pro-choicers and peo-

ple who simply did not want to sec
the elimination of breast cance
sereenings for thousands of women
donated to Planned Parenthood
Mayor Bloomberg pledged to matcl
donations up to $250,000 and by Feb
I, one day after the announcement.
Planned Parenthood had received al-
most $700,000 replacing the money
they lost from Komen.

I too played a role in this show ol
support for Planned Parenthood. |
was able to use classrooms as spaces
to promote awareness and used vari-
ous outlets provided by my university
to make my position clear. For the
first time. | realized that this ivony
tower is not a prison and I can direc!
the abstract discussions of ethics in
my courses into an engagement with
real social issues, Though in previous
columns | have expressed dissatis-
faction with the lack of activism i
higher education. this week showed
me the usefulness of being in gradu-
ate school when issues like this arise

To complete my feeling of joy. on
Feb. 3, the Komen foundation re
versed its decision and now the two
organizations expect to work together
again. This is all because American
citizens refused to allow the political
right to bully Komen into neglecting
women’s rights to all kinds of health-
care. We stood up for something and
we won.

Standing by Syria
In a time of need

By CHRIS LUNER
Wagnerian Staff Writer

Protests that rocked the Middle
East a year ago calling for political
change and reform still continue in
several countries. The main one, cur-
rently at the center of attention, is
Syria, | believe that the turmoil in
Syria is uncalled for and that the U.S.
should stand by the country.

The protests in Syria are not be-
cause of the call for change, but due
to the violent oppression that has
come with it. Dictators around the
Middle East have used crackdowns to
keep their people in line as uprisings
have occurred. Unfortunately, Syria’s
has been the most violent one and |
think there's no reason for it.

Syria joined countries like Egypt,
Libya and multiple other large Mid-
dle East nations standing up against
their government last spring calling
for change in the way things have
been for so long. Bashar al-Assad. the
head of the Syrian government, has
called for an almost complete de-
struction to his people who have had
enough of his antics.

As of December 2011, the United
Nations was reporting that over 5,000
people had been killed in the uprising
and some 15,000 were believed to be
imprisoned. Syria’s arrest became fa-
mous when the government began
using soccer stadiums as holding
pens for many of those arrested in
conflict,

With international powers stepping
up to help in Libya, many, including
mysell, are wondering why no inter-

national support will step up and save
Syria or its people. The international
community flew to the aid of the
Libyan rebels, however, the people o
Syria are consistently attacked and
bombarded by shells, snipers and
tanks that continue to kill and injure
thousands of people.

The United Nations most recently
attempted to step in to help, but the
bill was blocked by both Russia anl
China in a final vote. Why is it that
the international community feels it
is acceptable to stand by as a large
group of people are virtually erased
from the planet?

I know many people in this coun-
try don’t like foreign conflictand the
U.S. getting involved where it doesn'|
need to be. However, | feel as though
this is something the U.S. must stand
up and support.

No. the U.S. is not the police of the
world, but they do stand as the first
example of a nation supporting thosc
against the government. This Arah
Spring movement has shown how
200 years later, this tactic is still at the
core of revolutions worldwide.

I believe the U.S. along with other
powerful nations such as England.
France and all those who came 1o
Libya’s side should now stand for
Syria. You don’t have to put troops on
the ground. but support in other ways
such as air strikes and tactic’s used m
Libya. These other ways will not onl\
help lead the nation to a better placc,
but a more peaceful place as well.

This isn’t about having another
democracy in the world - this is about
doing what is right for another human
being.
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House of Tol: New York
Fashion Week 2012 favorite

By ALYSSA AHERN
Life & Style Assistant

An audiencefilled with supermod-
¢ls like Cynthia Bailey, Petra Nem-
cova and Eva Marcille, with TV
persondlities like Alex McCord and
RamonaSinger, and other prominent
audience members like Julie Mack-
lowe, Nigel Barker, MissUSA, Miss
Universe and Miss Teen USA made
their way to the front row of the
House of Toi's Fall 2012 runway
show.

Toi's " Glamour a Gstaad" was
definitely an appropriatetitle, match-
ing its high profilefront row.

The title"" Glamour at Gstaad" is
most pertinentin matchingTai's rep-
utation among his"* exquisite crafts-
manship via luxurious fabrics and
linetailoring."

Thisreputation isespecialy true of
the Fall 2012 distinctly epica Holly-
wood glamour collection. Toi's col-
Icction without a doubt signals
another element of range, with the
opening looksal of ivory and black
work-attireand the ending |ooks of
couture gowns.

The opening stride was on beat
with Adele’s "'Set Fire to the Rain,"”
which could not have been more fit-
ting, with the previousevening,Adde
being a Six Grammy award winner.
Adele's booming voice set the tone
for the audience to know this show
wasgoing to bestunning, but did they
know exactly how stunning?

Throughout the show, Tai used one

Photo: nymag.com

The form-fitting silk dress
housed neon colors mixed
with black to create a crowd
favorite.
mae model, in classy and elegant
looks. Furthennore, most of the
work-attire pieceswere right on Fal
2012 trend, with the deep plunge
blazer and mini storm coat.

The ambience in the Studio was
jaunty and astonished. The models
were dl having fun, stopping and
turning back unexpectedly, and giv-
ingwinksto the photo pit. Theenergy
from the seats was above any Fash-
ion Week show thusfar.

After 22 ivory and black colored
work-attire looks, the show took its
"Glamour a Gstaad" haute couture
turn.

A black silk gazar palace gown-
bordered with plested organza and

tulle ruffles came sowly waltzing
down thecatwalk, captivatingthe au-
dience. The crowd response was
tomatch, with a positive clamor fol-
lowed by applause.

If you thought look 23 took you by
surprise, look 24 was even more
breathtaking; aruby silk princesshall
gown with plested organza, tulle and
ribbonruffled borderscamedown the
runway next. The mode stopped half
way to extend the dress with her
arms, showingthe precision, atention
to detail and multifaceted layersin a
ruby red hue.

After doing a 360 turn, proceeded
to finish her lap, marking the begin-
ning of couture ruby silk, black silk
velvet and a brilliant brush stroke
motif in silk satin gowns.

""Glamour & Gstaad" is a second
nature theme when it comes to Toi's
vison. The rolling countryside at-
tractions of Gstaad, Switzerland
paired with beautiful celebritiesand
stars, al spotted at luxurious hotels,
restaurants, chalets and car-free re-
sorts.

Now envision, Tai's gowns walk-
ing the ballrooms and galas of these
hotels in Gstaad. The collection is
two-fold, with high-end work pieces
aong with the glamour of the Gstaad
movie-star pieces.

The " Glamour at Gstaad" con-
cluded in a standing ovation to the
same opening song by Adele, with
Designer Zang Toi hand-in-hand with
two models. He even graced the au-
dience with a full length runway
walk.

Campus do's

For studentsaround campus with an impeccablefashion sense.

Rob Keir
Sophomore

Maroon t-shirt; Express$30

Grey& maroon cardigan: Ex-
press$65

Dark washed bluejeans:
Guess $125

Grey dlip-on sneakers: Guess
$50

Eye of Horus necklace: gift

Christine Peterson

Sophomore

Black lace tank top: Guess
$60

Chiffon red blouse: Forever
21 $20

Dark grey jeans: American
Eagle$39

Black boots: American Eagle
$49

White plastic watch: Guess
$125

Reported by Antoinette McCarty

The dainty to the avant garde:
More highlights of NYFW 2012

Burbeny Prosum

Marc Jacobs

Ruffian Vivienne Westwood

Stepping away {rom their usual
teen angsty style, Acne sweetly sur-
prised critics with their sophisticated
(andoften neon) Fdl line.

With neutral tones and a touch of
youthful spunk (notethe playful owl
t-shirt), Burberry Prosum never fails
to pleasethefasion crowd.

Oversized knits, Victorian-erain-
spired patterns, and dark colored vel-
vetsentranced criticswho are used to
Jacob's typically toned down styles.

Creating a linc nostalgic of old
Hollywood Ruffian failed to disap-
point, bringing back the deek looks
of the 1920's with a modem twist.

Sticking to her cclectic roots West-
wood played with different patterns,
bright colorsand leather

Reported by Alexa Lyons
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Get your favorite celebrity’s look for less

Reese Witherspoon: effortlessly put-together

Hollywood’s sweetheart Reese
Witherspoon wears a zipper-embell-
ished moto jacket, aviators and black
boots on the L.A. set of her film This
Means War.

Gt a copy of Reese’s cropped zip-

pered leather jacket at Charlotte

Russe for $40

{’\
X

-

Snag the actresses signature avia-
tors at Charlotte Russe for $6

Dsw’s black suede ankle booty
mirror’s Witherspoon’s but are priced
at a moderate $40

Rachel McAdams: a classic beauty

Star Rachel McAdams is often
seen casually put together, her above
look being a simple dress, throw-over
sweater and patent leather shoes with
a slight heel.

Reported by Daria Maurer

Ryan Gosling: masculine chic

W

Start out by getting this polka dot
replica at Forever 21 for only $23

Find a the cropped version of

McAdam’s drape swearter in Forever
2] for $23

Swipe Gosling’s blazer at Forever
21 for $35

Finish the look off with Echo’s
black patenet pump for $40 at DSW

Throw on this JePenny’s sweater
vest for a more professional look. Re-
tailed a1 $22

Major Exploration Fair

Wednesday, March 7
Academic Advisement Center

Union 3rd Floor

next to the Hawks Nest

Undeclared? Want to learn more about
majors? Ready to Declare?
Join us for the 4th Annual

Major Exploration Fair!

Everything you need to declare your

major in one spot. The only thing

Summer/Fall Registration begins March 19

12-2PM

P
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Top eats in the
Big Apple

Prosperity Dumpling

Love chinese? Then this is the
place for you. Come by to the Chi-
natown location to feast on sesame
pancakes. pork and chive pot stickers,
and sweet and sour soup.
46 Eldridge St. between Canal and
Hester St.

Parisi Bakerv

Check out this Nolita gem that
serves up delicious lunch staples with
some added zest. Anything with
roasted red peppers, fresh mozarella,
and sun-dried tomatoes are appar-
ently a must-have.
198 Mott Stt. between Kenmore and
Spring St.

Mamoun’s Falafel

Step away from the street meat
truck and head on down to Green-
wich Village’s famous falafel dive
where fried chick peas and yogurt
sauceis considered the opiate of the
ITIESSCS,
119 MacDougal St
Bleecker and Great Jones Sts,

Gaia ltalian Cafe

Good Italian can be found through-
out Staten Island (naturally) but this
little cafe has some of the best pasta

between

you'll ever have. The Lower East
Side location satisfies their famished
customers with spinach and ricotia
gnocchi. beel lasagna, and fresh
pananis.
251 E. Houston St. between Bowery
and Chrystie Sts.
Lalu Restaurant

Lali’s Latin American food is so

good that you might not want to eal

all day before you get there. Check
out Hells Kitchen's supreme delicacy
gorge  yoursell on  roasted
chicken with yellow rice and beans,
chunky beef stew. and fried plantains
630 10th Ave. between 44th and 46th
Sts.

and

Boubouki

Let’s face it; the Greeks have 11
right. If you're looking for authentic
Greek food come to this Lower Easl
Side eatery where spinach pie.
Spanikopita. and Baklava will have
your mouth watering from your firsi
step in the door.
120 Essex St. at Delancey St.

Bite

Deli’s are usually a hit or miss but
this tiny lunch-in only serves up the
best. The East Village favorite is
known for its spicy black bean soup.
exotic tuna salad. and Middle East-
ern turkey sandwich.
211 E. 14th St. at 3rd ave.

Dos Toros Taqueria

Union Square’s Dos Toros Taquie-
ria’s serves authentic Mexican food
at an awesome price. Try any kind ol
burrito, carne asada, and guacamole
to satisfy any south of the border
craving.
137 4th Ave. between 13th and 14th
Sts.

Sophie’s Cuban Cuisine

Try something new in the Finan-
cial District’s cubun cafe like oxtail
stew, their famous “green sauce.” of
rice and beans.
73 New St. at Beaver St

Repored by Alexa Lvons
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And we will always love her

Fans devastated over Houston s unexpected death

By DOUG HANSON
Wagnerian Staff Writer

On Saturday Feb. 11 at 3:55 p.m.
Pacific Standard Time the voice of
an angel was silenced. Whitney
Houston, once ruled as the queen of
pop music, was found dead in her
hotel bathroom at the Beverly
Hilton hotel at the age of only 48. A
mere day before the biggest night in
music, The Grammy Awards, the
singer's untimely death |eft celebri-
ties across the country saddened and
speechless, casting a cloud on the
awards ceremony on Sunday.

Houston has left a legacy of
music and many fans behind. From
the middle 1980s to the late 1990s,
she was one of the world’s best-sdl| -
ing artists. She wowed audiences
with effortlessand powerful vocals.

\ six-time Grammy winner, she had

such memorable hits as*'| Wanna
Dance With Somebody (Who
Loves Me)," " SavingAll My Love
for You," " How Will I Know," “So
Emotiona," "'l Believe in You and
Me' " Greatest Love of All,"" and
her four time Platinum smash hit
single written by Dolly Parton, I
Will Always LoveYou."

Houston was born in Newark,
New Jersey and was hand-picked
by Clive Davis, head of Arista
Recordsto be pushed intothe musi-
cal world. Afterawhirl wind of suc-
cess in 1992 she not only made her

debut as the star of the romantic
thriller The Bodvguard, pyt also

married singer Bobby Brown, a for-

mer New Edition member. The now
17-time Platinum soundtrack of 7he
Bodyguard was an instant hitand in
the years that followed Whitney
continued on the film path, starring
in otherssuch as Waiting to Exhale,
The Preachery Wife, and Cin-
derella. Houston has influenced the
lives of many singers including
Christina Aguilera and Mariah
Carey who, when first debuted, was
thought to be Houston herself be-
cause of their shocking vocal simi-
larity.

Although she exuded a 'good
girl' image throughout the 1980s
and early 1990s. Houston suddenly
began to change after the new mil-
lenium. In 2004, Bobby Brown
starred in his own reality show
Being Bobhy Brown on Bravo
where Houston was a prominent
guest on the show. The world
watched as her marriage to Brown
catapulted her into aworld of alco-
hol and substance abuse. Her once
imperial image and pristine voice
was now raspy and hoarseand dam-
aged beyond repair.

Brown and Houston eventually
divorced in 2006 after 14 tumul-
tuous years of marriage. In 2009
Houston openly admitted to Oprah
Winfrey that drugs were a daily part
of her life. It was also in 2009 that
her album / Look to You debuted,
and fans were shocked to hear their
idol’s voice: only remnants of the
woman they loved so much. Re-
gardless, I Look to You went Plat-
inum. During her Nothing but Love
world tour, fans were disgusted by

her performances, some even walk-
ing out. She had to cancel some of
the dates because of 'illness.’

In her last days Houston was not
herself. A reporter for the Los Ange-
les Times reported that Houston
smelled of liquor and appeared very
bloated and disheveled, wearing
mismatched clothes and sweating
profusely. Shortly after newsof her
death, ex-husband Brown appeared
on stage at his concert, shouting "'l
love you, Whitney. The hardest
thing for meto do isto come on this
stage." According to the press he
was choked up duringaballad num-
ber and had to stop. On the newsof
her death, ArethaFranklin, her God-
mother, also said she was stunned.
“] just can't tak about it now,"
Franklin said. "It's so stunning and
unbelievable. | couldn't believe
what | was reading coming across
the TV screen."

Many news stations broke their
normal programming to break the
news to viewers of the singer's de-
mise. The Grammy Awards scram-
bled to hold a tribute for Houston
set up for the next day’s perform-
ance. Grammy, Golden Globe, and
Academy award winning superstar
Jennifer Hudson was asked to sing
Houston’s hit “1 Will Always Love
You” which she did, delivering a
heart wrenching and emotional ren-
dition as she did so. The singer held
back tears as she changed the last
lyricsto “Whitney, we loveyou."

It's safe to say that Whitney’s
fansdo and will ‘always love her.'

[

Listen Up!
-; " ’ Release date: Hiifig 301 |
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4 Known for his hit song. “Come On
Get Higher™, Matt Nathanson is back
and beiter than cver with his latest
album relcase Mladéri Love. Re-
leased on June 21 on Vanguard
Records, this is Nathanson’s seventh
album since IS career with the release of his first album
Plezsé in 1993. Drawing influence from such bands as AC/DC and
Talking |-leads, Mederi Bave is a striking move forward B the singer-
songwriter from Massachusetts. Usudly singing about desirc and dys-
functional relationships, Nathanson takes a different stand on MlGdér
@ revolving around romance and &#€ which can be shown in his
firstsingle & theabum “Faster™ and other tracks including *Mercy™
and “Run.” This past summer, Nathanson went on the road with Ma-
roon 5 and Train and iscurrently on a solo tour across the United States
promoting Modern Love.

Youll loveit if you like: Howie Day. Train, Parachute

-Chelsea Fodero

The Woman In Black sends
chills up audience's spines

Danie Radcliffe ddiversin hisfirst on-screenrole sincethe Harry Potter series

By LILAH SOUZA
Wagnerian Staff Writer

The newest gothic horror movie
The Woman in Black is sending
chillsup the spines of audiences na-
tionwide. The new horror flick, star-
ring Danie Radcliffe from the
Harry Potter series, was based on
the 1983 novel by Susan Hill and
directed by James Watkins.
Watkins has directed and written
many other horror movies like The
Descent, ‘-fl Little EW’ and Eden
Lake.

In the movie, Arthur Kipps,
played by Radcliffe, is a solicitor
and a single father mourning the
death of hislatewifewhodied giv-
ing birth to hisson, Nicholas.

Kipps goesto atown in aremote
part of England to take care of the
estate of the deceased Alice
Drablow in an old abandoned man-
sion, the Eel Marsh House.

The townfolk are unhelpful to
Kippsand do not want him to go to

the Eel Marsh House, as they be-
lieve the estate is haunted by the
“the woman in black™ and when
someone sees her, a child in the
town will commit suicide.

Kipps, ignorant of thetown's leg-
ends, makes his way to the house
with the help of a friendly patron,
Sam. Sam's son is one of the vic-
tims of the woman in black, as be-
lieved by Sam's wife, who servesas
an outlet for the deceased boy to
channel himself through.

The mansion is chilling, dusty
and full of eerie pictures and dolls.
When Radcliffeenters the house to
sort through the paperwork, the
creepiness ensues as he is ap-
proached by the woman in black
and the ghosts of the dead children
she is responsible for sending to
their desths.

This movie will keep you on the
edge of your seat with silent, sus-
penseful moments, where thedlight-
est noisewill have you jumping out
of your chair. Thereisacornucopia
of jumpy scenes, and the ghostly

characters are worthy of producing
nightmares after the film.

Radcliffe's performancewasa bit
stiff, and though it wasonly hissec-
ond movieafter theinfamous Harry
Potter series, many agree that more
was expected from him. It was, at
times, a bit difficult to separate the
familiar face from the character he
ismost known for. However, many
resolved that better performances
from Radcliffe will be expected to
follow.

Themovieisfull of unpredictable
twistsand turns, and theending will
leave you with a feeling of unex-
pected surprise. The Woman in
Black is a solid attempt at an old-
school horror film from the leg-
endary Hammer Studios. There is
no gore, no vampires, and no over-
the-top CGl, but the film stands on
itsown in terms of scariness.

If you area horror fan looking for
agood scare, thisisyour movie.

"Don't go on chasing shadows
now"" and see the movie for your-
sel f

Check it out!

Since hisdebut i 1991, Sonic the
Hedgehog 18 become one 6F theé
most well-knownheroes ifi the gams
ing world today. Appearing il pver
40 games across a Variety of plai
forms. his legacy lives on 20 years
afier his fist adventure. Iii Eelebris
fiGH of Sonic’s Wentieth ARRIVESary
last yean, 8€g4d launched Saitie Gen- L
crosoft

erations for Sony Playstation 3. Mi- | Lo (3 ' !
GENERATIONT
Windows and Nintendo 3DS.

Xbox 360, Microsoft

The plot begins with Sonic's fiiends throwing a surprise birthday for
him. when they are al swallowed by a shadowy démiari that catstime,
appropriately named ‘Time Eater.” In an attempt to save his buddies
Sonic attacks Time Eater, but is knocked unconscious. When Sonic
awakens he findshimself in ableak, colorless dimension where al his
fiiendsand past adventures arc frozen in time. To save them and re-
storc color and lifeto thisworld, Sonic miust clear al ninelcvclsand 45
challenges, while being accompanied with his ‘classic’ self from the
past.
The levels are remakes fi6i previous games and arc organized by
generation in order starting from 'Classic' and ‘Dreamcast,” and even-
tually getting to “Modern.” Old lcvclsand bosses ke a comeback in
the game asyou travel through Soniic’s past. All the Icvclsare in 3D, but
there are some 2D aspects, especialy in Classic Sonic's game play.
While tliey arc quite entertaining and stir up feelings of nostalgia, these
Icvclsdo fare on the side of being almost too easy. The challenges, lo-
cated in separate portals, arc slightly more difficult but till not frustrat-
ingly hard.

Thé game play isgreat aswell. The controlsarc not too loose, nor arc
they too tight and speed was clearly a priority for the developers-as it
should bec in any good Sonic game. The graphics arc amazing as well;
one can actually see the texture in Sonic's gloves during the cut scencs!
The scenery ot'the Ievels, though animated. isamost realistic, contain-
ing exceptional depth and detail. The background game music, one of
Sonic's strong suits next to speed and attitude, arc remixes of their re-
spective former games. All of them arc high-quality and can unques-
tionably survive repeated listening.

Overall, this game gets four starsout of a five star scale. The gamc-
play isexcellent, the graphics arc magnificent, and the music rocks. The
plot is somewhat bizarre, and the voice casting isn't as plcasing as it
could bc. There isalso issue by many players with the modern Sonic's
cgotistical mind-set. Howcver, considering the caliber 8 Sonic games
Scga has released in recent years, Sonic Generations was certainly a
step in e right direction, and ishighly recommend as a gameorf choice.
Asstated in the final @it scene and credits: " Happy Birthday, Sonic," and
wc hope you have "'a great Rifirel”

-Amanda Arceri
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Can't help falling in love
with All Shook Up

By CHRISLUNER
Wagnerian Staff Writer

Completely Student Productions,
CSP, brought to life the lively, hip-
shaking musical All Sliook Up. The
production was based off of a book
that was itsdlf based off of Shake-
speare's Twelfth Night, and mixed
with the music of Elvis. With al of
that classic music combined with
good humor, you dready haveafor-
mula for success. CSP managed to
outdo themselves this time with
their largest, most vibrant, and
hands-down best production on
campus yet.

Thestory followsthe livesof sev-
eral characters in one town that is
thrown upside down when
'roustabout’ Chad arrives, bringing
a certain style and music the town
has never seen before. Following
your dreams and believing in love
become huge themes for the pro-
duction that isfilled with Elvisfa
vorites such as " Jailhouse Rock,"
"Hound Dog" and "Can't Help
Falingin Love"

Crowd pleaser Robby Halti-
wanger leads the gang as Chad,
with hip shakingand wobbly-kneed
dance moves that the girls in the
town can't seem to get enough of.
Haltiwanger plays opposite M anie
Brook. Brook starsas Nataliein the
production, atomboy girl whofalls
madly in love with Chad upon his
immediate arrival and has to go
from tomboy togirly girl, then back
to boy as she gains histrust and at-

tempts to grow closer to him. The
two are a great combination, creat-
ing a performancethat the audience
enjoys watching grow over time
whileridiculousanticstake over as
their relationshipgrows.

John Alati wins over the audi-
ence's heart from moment one as
Dennis. His pathetic character, in
love with Natalie but afraid to tell
her, works throughout the show to
gain enough courageto tell her how
heredlyfedls. Alati capturestheau-
dienceand has them on histeam as
heworksto captures Natali€'s heart,
causing many sympathetic and
adoring cheersfi-om the crowd.

Freshman theater performance
major, Danielle James, stole the
show as Sylvia with powerful vo-
cas and a fantastic performance
throughout that kept the audience
on the edges of their seats. Her act-
ing is superb and her rendition of
"There's AlwaysMe" leavesthe au-
dienceasking for more.

Olivia Puckett as Lorraine and
Kyle Peter VanZandt as Dean make
a fantastic couple that work
throughout the show to be together
despite society's pressures to pull
them apart. They have adorablemo-
mentssuch as"It's Now or Never,"
where we pot only see their charac-
ter but where their relationship
stands.

The ensemble of this show finds
consistent moments to shine, and
tliescenesin which they are present
were someof themost enjoyableof
al. The show is very ensemble

Photo: Samantha Knoerzer

Natalie, played by Melanie
Brook fawns over the town’s
new ‘roustabout’' Chad,
played by Robby Halti-
wanger.

heavy with larger than life numbers
occurring consistently. The ensem-
ble brought these to life with fierce
choreography and bright, on key
vocals.

Brendan Stackhouse ghould be
commended for his work in not
only directing, but aso choreo-
graphing the production.

Being heavily involved in CSP,
he has worked on many other per-
formancesrecently such asHigli Fi-
delity and Rocky Horror. Out of all

of them. however, it is agreed that
this 1s Stackhouse’s finest and best
work yet.

Congratulations
tastic production that truly illustrates
musical theatreat itsfinest.

to CSP on a fan-

By AMANDA
HASTINGS
Wagnerian Staff writer

The world will always love her!
One of the most successful award
winningsingersof al times, Whit-
ney Houston, passed away on Sat-
urday Feb. 11 at the age of 48. The
six time Grammy Award winner
was found unresponsive by her
bodyguard in her Los Angeles Bev-

: room. After
Lt'[v Hills hotel per-

rm 12 Cl R iohmu gminulcs,
on, Id over an

. million
amazing 200 albums

lrllgSH(%H)Hieagu career, was pro-

While nothing illegal or suspi-
cious was found, the prescription
drug Xanax, along with another half
a dozen prescription medication

were |1n.xn.nl in the room. Investiga-

tors ¢ ln ]‘JJU\LI‘I ns are mixed
ﬂwil ol It couré lethal, and
this is What many believe is the
cause of her recent tragic passing.
The former —_—_
famously dt.(lll “"h a dmh and g
cohol addiction during the late

New hit show gets a
Smashing response from fans

By DOUG HANSON
Wagnerian Staff Writer

NBC’s newest hit show Smash K
everywhere you turn. The show,

which originally premiered on Feb.
6, already has a numm, following.
Advertisernents for the show can be

found on billboards, in newspapers
and in magazines, and of course on

countless television
The show’s pilot

commercials.
enerated over
11 44 million viewers, which is ex-
pected increase in the episodes to

come. _

Since the popularity of the Fox
television hit Glee, many _uestion
whether this new o program
may be NBC's way of ;um.in on
the musical bandwagon. But before
you start comparing Smash to Glee,
takealook for yourself.

Though they are both musically
inclined series, they couldn’t more

different. Glee is al about high
school drama, Where Smash is )
about Broadway. There are o kids
singing rap chart-toppers, there are
no football players as the |eader of

their glee chib. and there are

ruthless cheerleading coaches who
occasionally belt one out for the

5 ] ') 3 . ‘.. AY - .
sake of o ertainment. S745H deliy-

€S only the drama behind the red

curtain.

The cast is full of big namesand
Broadway vets such as Katharine
McPhee, Megan Hilty, DebraMess-
ing, Christian Borle, Anjelica Hus-
ton, Jack Davenport, Brian d’Arcy
Jamesand RazaJaffrey. The shows
plotline revolves around the cre-
ation of a new Broadway musical.
Julia Houston, played by Messing,
isasongwriterand lyricist who gets
the brilliant ideato createa musical
based on the life of Marilyn Mon-
roe. With the help of her partner
Tom Levitt, played by Borle, they
began the creative process. Eileen
Rand, played by Huston, is a pro-
ducer struggling through a divorce
with her husband, actor d’Arcy
James, who decides to back back
the project as well. With director
Derek Wills, played by Davenport,
thrown into the mix, dl that's left is
to find their leading lady. This is
whereKaren Cartwright, played by
McPhee, comes into the scene,

Cartwright is a fledgling actress
who iswaiting tablesin New York
while she waits for her big break.
After landingacallback for therole
of Marilyn she finds she is up
against experienced Broadway cho-
rus girl Ivy Lynn, played by Hilty,
who is ready to do anythingfor the
role that will shoot her into star sta-

tus. Who will get the role? Only
time will tell.

Thetwo big starsof the show are
the two ladies up for the role of a
lifetime. American Idol winner
Katharine McPhee and notable
Broadway star Megan Hilty have
drawn in big audiences. “People
keep askingme, 'will peopletunein
to a show about theater? and it's
like, well, I'm not a doctor, but 1
loved E.R.! It's not about the med-
icd procedures, it's about the drama
that's going on al around it"* says
Hilty. Katharine McPhee talks
about her lovefor the show, talking
about the pilot that had aired on Feb.
6. “What | love about the show is
that it's about dreams and how no
dream is too hig," she says with a
smile.

What makes Smash so delicious
istheway in which it integratesyou
into a world never before depicted
on the small screen. You truly fed
like you're behind the scenes of a
Broadway production. If the pilot
gave us an accurate portraya of
what to expect of this new show,
then it's safeto say Americaisinfor
atreat. Check out the pilot currently
availablefor free viewingon Com-
cast; OnDemand and iTunes, and
get intotheshow on Mondaysat 10
p.m. on NBCl!

1980’s and eqrly 90°s, while starring
and conducting the soundtrack for
the film The Bodvguard. Whilehav-

ing multiplestintsin rehab, shewas
-"ldn]iucd i[] 201 1. Due to her YOung

age, many speculate that drugs were
somehow a factor in the singer’s
shockingdeath. According to inves-
tigators. it doesn’t seem likely that
therewasany crimind intent.

AN qutopsy Was performed on
Sunday, the day after her death, to
conclude what went wrong. While
there was speculation that Whitney
may have drowned in the bathtub.
on thefollowing Monday, it wasre-
ported that acombination of Xanax.
mixed with other prescriptions,and
acohol wasthemain cause. Family
membershave stated that the singer
was on prescription medication.

On Thursday, Feb. 9, the singer
went to rehearsds for a pre-
Grammy party. She was in atten-
dance with singers Brandy and
Monica. Eyewitnesses say that
Wiiitney seemed extremely intoxi-
cated and was wandering around

the hotel. Later that night, the 700-
time award winner gitenged a party

and nearly got into a brawl with
singer Stacy Francis. Whitney then
took the stage to perform what

would end up being her final per-
formancewith singer Kelly Prince.

She was photographedexiting with
scratches on her legs at the end of
the night.

The day after the shocking
tragedy, her daughter with ex-hubby
Bobby, Bebbi Kristina Brown,
landed in the hospital. She was
transferred from the hotel where her

mother passed away to LosAngeles

Allyou need to know about the latest celebrity gossip!

The Grammys mourn
Houston's death; Perry
sings her official goodbye
to her firework

Cedars-Sinai Hospital and wax
beingtreated for stress. The 18 yeal
old is naturally devastated and her
family feared for her after the or-
deal. Later that night, she was re-
leased from the hospital and be-
father flew from Mississippi to Cal-
ifornia to comfort er

Al the 54" annual Grammy
Awards, the celebrities paid tribute
to the icon. This year’s host, L1
Cool J kicked off the night with «
special speech to Whitney and ded-
icated the night to her. Singer Jen-
nifer Hudson later sang the

infamous " will Always Love You™
or the ido

® ‘f‘l‘gk"fwl IP e rammy }Xward

winner had big plans for the year.
She had arranged to star in a new
film, the Sparkle. X-Factor s Simon
Cowell confirmed that Whimu}

was in talks to be d nu\ member

e Azfme‘wéégnm s New s

voice” due her unique and phenom-
enal voice. So many singers of th¢

new generation have been influ-
enced by the one and only Whitney

Houston. Asone of the best singers
in our history, this is a true tragedy

thousands of fans and celebrities
have expressed their support and

heartbreak! Along with the King ol
Pop Michael Jackson, Houston has
left a void in so many hearts. Shc
will never be forgotten!

In other Hollywood news, i

seems that Katy Perry and Russell
Brand have legally settled their di-
vorce, but doesthat mean thedrama

between the pair will end? As o’
Feb. 9. the duo ©fficially split
through a court hearing. As per © l
ifornia law, a divorcing couple miis
wait six months before becoming
final. According to reports, July 1° .
is the day that will legitimately
leave fans neartbroken.

At the

/\\\-'uidw
song,

54" annual Gramm)
Perry sung her MEWE
“Part of Me.” Due to the
lyrics, this was a sure smack in
face for her ex. Since Brand shock-
ingly filed for divorce from a blind-
sided Perry on Dec. 30, many have
speculated that he was after her
bank account. The Last Fridar
Night singer is worth over $70 mil-
gg a_far cry, im the Ltflj'l_‘t]i;lf]:\

‘million. While rumor had it that
the Forgetting Sarah Marshall star
was geeking half of the singer’s
salary due to the fact that there was
no pre-nuptial agreement, Brand
claimed .. he does not want M
part of Perry’s finances. Since the
couple married_in 2010, Perty pas
earned over $144 million, and
though entitled to half of 1S Brand
wants a divoree instead.

Stay tuned for more Hastings on
Hollywood, because Hollywood
never sleeps!
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King continues to spark
controversy 1n 2012

By ELLE TRUDEAU
Nation & World Editor

The Martin Luther King Jr. Na-
tional Memorial in Washington has
had every detail scrutinized since its
opening last fall,

In late January, the Department of
Interior — which has jurisdiction
over the memorial — announced that
it quotation in the memorial’s King
sculpture would be changed. This ac-
tion followed months of complaints
about the language of the quotation,
which had been paraphrased from a
passage in a King sermon.

The memorial itself consists of the
30-foot sculpture of King. called the
“Stone of Hope,” in which the civil
rights leader emerges from a portion
of a granite slab.

Some yards away is a mountain of
uranite; together, the pieces give life
1o King’s words from his 1963 March
on Washington address: “Out of the
mountain of despair, a stone of hope.™

Nearby stands a low wall engraved
with 14 King quotations on subjects
including love, justice and hope.

The disputes started not long after
the memorial was officially approved
about 15 years ago.

Initially, there was disagreement
over the location: several months
went by before a Tidal Basin site was
selected.

There were criticisms about the
choice of sculptor Lei Yixin, a Chi-
nese national; the use of Chinese
aranite; King's pose, which has been
called “confrontational™; and even its
scale. which has been likened to So-
viet-style monumentalism.

One side of the Stone of Hope fea-
tures a quotation drawn from “The
Drum Major Instinet™, a 1968 King
sermon with the quote, *1 was a drum
major for justice, peace and right-
cousness.”

The words. critics have noted.
were edited from a longer quotation
in which King stressed the condi-
tional, “If you want to say that | was
it drum major, say that | was a drum
major for justice,” the passage begins,

Poet Maya Angelou, a member of
the MLK Memorial’s Council of His-
torians, told the Washington Post that
the inscription made King look like
“an arrogant twit.”

“He would never have said that of
himsell. He said *you™ might say it,”
she said.

Ed Jackson Jr.. the memonal’s ex-
ceutive architect, responded that the
(juote was paraphrased for space rea-
sons and that the National Commis-
sion for Fine Arts, which oversees the
memorial, “didn’t have a problem
with it.”

The Interior Secretary Ken Salazar
save the National Park Service 30

Photo: AP

The MLK Jr. Memorial in
Washington, D.C. contains 14
passages inscripted on the
side of the monument.

days to consult with the Martin
Luther King Jr. National Memorial
Project Foundation, members of the
King family and others to decide ona
more accurate version of the quote.

Martin Luther King was a complex
man, but how much does the memo-
rial capture that complexity?

“King has been sanitized by a gen-
eration, if not two generations, ol el-
ementary school kids being raised on
Martin Luther King as a dreamer,”
said University of Hartford history
professor Warren Goldstein. “The
sanitizing of King’s reputation that’s
happened as the result of the endless
repetitions of °I have a dream’ has
meant that most people know rela-
tively little about King.”

Even King's most famous speech,
given at the 1963 March on Wash-
ington, wasn't all about 1 have a
dream.” That portion, which closed
the address, was an improvised con-
clusion to a speech that began with a
call for economic and social justice.

“Instead of honoring this sacred
obligation, America has given the
Negro people a bad check, a check
which has come back marked ‘insuf-
ficient funds.” ** he says early in the
speech.

Those issues of poverty and equal-
ity still matter today, says Jason Pur-
nell, a public health professor at St.
Louis™ Washington University.

Part of the problem. says Gal-
lagher, ironically lies in the progress
of the African-American community
since the heyday of the civil rights
movement,

The black middle class has grown,
black culture is more mainstream,
and the United States even has a
black (or, as some would emphasize,

biracial) president now.

*A lot of white America, if you
look at the survey data, has come to
believe that the goals of the civil
rights movement have been
achieved,” he said.

And yet it wasn’t so long ago that
even the prospect of a Martin Luther
King Day engendered protests. The
first bill to create a federal holiday
failed in 1979; it took corporate ac-
tivism and a “Happy Birthday™ song
from Stevie Wonder to raise its pub-
lic profile.

It was signed into law in 1983 and
first observed in 1986 — though not
every state went along with the idea.
A late-"80s move by Arizona to re-
scind the holiday cost the state the
1993 Super Bowl.

But now that the third Monday in
January is an official day off, it’s easy
to overlook the man the day is named
for,

Some communities and schools
stress public service to honor King
and his ideals, but — like so many
other American holidays — Martin
Luther King Jr. Day has become an
excuse for appliance sales, social
gatherings and sleeping in.

Indeed, because spring semester at
many colleges doesn’t begin until
after King Day. students are usually
just arriving for classes around the
holiday.

Raoberson, a professor who teaches
the history of civil rights, also finds
that his students have a “pretty one-
dimensional”™ understanding of the
man, believing that King was raised
poor (he was actually from a middle-
class Atlanta family) and that he de-
served the lion’s share of the credit
for the civil rights movement. as op-
posed to being one of many leaders.

Certainly, King’s hopes are by no
means fulfilled.

Our political invective — some
aimed at the have-nots, sometimes
racially tinged — is harsher than ever.
During the Republican primary cam-
paign, both Newt Gingrich and Rick
Santorum were called out for com-
ments directed at African-Americans.
(Santorum, who had said, “I would
not make black people’s lives better
by giving them other people’s
money,” later denied that he had used
the word “black™ but said he had got-
ten “tongue-tied” and said “blah.™)

Attendance at the MLK Memorial
has been strong since it opened in
September. The National Park Serv-
ice, which monitors the Mall attrac-
tions, says that 382,000 visited the
first month, more than came to the
FDR Memorial. In October. the most
recent month for which statistics are
available, the MLK Memorial drew
448,000 people, almost 50,000 more
than the Lincoln Memorial.

Nation and World

. @ bi-weekly review of major national and worldwide news

Santorum tied
with Romney in
major polls

By ELLE TRUDEAU
Nation & World Editor

Former Massachusetts Governor
Mitt Romney’s early lead seems to be
over, thanks to fellow nominee and
former Senator of Pennsylvania, Rick
Santorum. who is now tied with
Romney in 3 different national sur-
veys.

A CBS News/New York Times
poll released on Feb. 14 indicates that
30 percent of likely Republican pri-
mary voters say they are backing
Santorum for the party’s nomination.

Mitt Romney has 27 percent, Rep.
Ron Paul of Texas has 12 percent,
and former House Speaker Newt
Gingrich has 10 percent,

Santorum’s three point lead over
Romney is within the survey’s sam-
pling error.

According to a Pew Research
Center poll that came out Monday af-
ternoon, Santorum’s at 30 percent na-
tionally among Republicans and
independent voters who lean towards
the GOP, with Romney at 28 percent,
Gingrich at 7 percent and Paul at 12
percent.

And the latest edition of the Gallup
Daily Tracking poll, released Mon-
day afternoon. indicates that 32 per-
cent of registered Republicans say
they are backing Romney for their
party’s nomination, with Santorum at
30 percent, former Gingrich at 16
percent and Paul at 8 percent.

Santorum has surged 14 points in
the Gallup Daily Tracking poll over
the past week, while Romney’s
dropped seven points, Gingrich has
slipped six points. and Paul has edged
down three points.

All three surveys were conducted
after Santorum’s victories over Rom-
ney, Gingrich and Paul on Feb. 7 in
caucuses in Colorado and Minnesota
and a non-binding primary in Mis-
souri.

Santorum’s sweep of the Feb, 7

contests sparked a surge for the one-
time long shot candidate in national
and state polling.

Two of the surveys indicate that
Santorum’s jump in the polls is
largely due to increased support from
self-described conservatives, evan-
gelical Christians and supporters of
the tea party movement.

The CBS/New York Times poll in-
dicates that Santorum is backed by
nearly four in 10 voters from each of
these groups.

Their survey last month indicated
that no candidate was the clear fa-
vorile among these groups.

There are similar findings in the
Pew survey, where Santorum has
double digit leads over Rommey
among self-described tea party move-
ment supporters and among white
evangelical voters.

One constant in this race for the
GOP nomination is fluidity.

And the CBS/New York Times
poll highlights that uncertainty
among voters, A majority of those
who backed a candidate said they
could still change their minds.

That’s down from nearly three-
quarters last month, but still more
than high enough to shake things up.

National polling is often a lagging
indicator, but a rise in such surveys
can help candidates when it comes to
building momentum, which can help
with fundraising.

“The primary wins have given
Santorum wind at his back, which is
important, but he'll need the infra-
structure to build a sail to capture that
wind it he’s to be successful in future
states,” said GOP strategist Doug
Heye, a former communications di-
rector for the Republican National
Committee.

According to the Pew poll, Presi-
dent Barack Obama leads Romney
52 percent to 44 percent in a hypo-
thetical general election matchup,
with Obama topping Santorum 53
percent to 43 percent and beating
Gingrich 57 percent to 39 percent.
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Extreme weather
In Europe freezes
major waterways

By ANNA ZARZECKI
Wagnerian Staff Writer

While New Yorkers were left won-
dering what happened to winter this
year, Europe remained under a cold
spell that left many countries with
record low freezing temperatures,
layers of ice, and a whole lot of snow.

What scientists have been calling a
"Russian Winter," disabled trans-
portation systems throughout cities in
Europe, caused power outages that
enveloped up to 50 percent of Serbia,
brought snow to Rome for the first
time in 26 years, and |eft a death toll

that has already exceeded 400.
According 10 NASA statements,

the large patch of cold air hovering
over Europe hailsfrom the Siberian
anticyclone- a normal occurrence
during the coldest part of the year that
triggers intense snow and cold, and is
one of the principal sources of polar
alr masses.

Europe is currently experiencing
an outbreak of polar air caused by an
intense area of high pressure that has

devel oped across Russia.
Winds circulate in the Northern

hemispherein a clockwise direction.
This winter, winds around the

Siberian anticyclone have dispersed
cold air as far west as the United
Kingdom, and as far south as Libya,
which has recently received snow
fall.

Scientists at Germany’s Potsdam
Institute for Climate Impact Research
claim that the warming of the Arctic
Ocean and the melting of sea ice are
most likely responsible for the cold
winter weather.

As sea ice melts, more heat is ab-
sorbed by water, creating a low-pres-
sure system. Normal circulation is
therefore disrupted as polar weather
in the ypper atmosphere settles overa
low pressure systems at sea level, like
a comparatively warm area of (Arc-

tic) sea.

The temperatures are expected to
last until mid- February.

Central and Eastern Europe have
felt the brunt of this cold weather,
which haslead to hundredsof deaths
and thousands of cases of frosthite
and hypothermia.

In Ukraine, the worst affected
country, well over 100 people have
died and more than 3,000 have
sought hospital treatment.

State news agency Ukrinform said
more than 120 ships — most of them
foreign — weretrapped in theKerch
Strait, linking the Sea of Azov to the
Black Sea, because of ice.

Parts of the Danube River, one of
the most important riversin Europe
for commerce, have nearly frozen
over for the first time in 25 years.

That hasled at least four countries
to halt shipping along sections of the
1,700-mile-long waterway because
of therisk of damageto vessels hullls.
The river is aso used for drinking
water, irrigation and tourism.

Thestretch of the Danube running
through Romaniahas been closed in-
definitely to traffic, Romanian state
television network TVR reported Fri-
day.

However, most roads had reopened
asof lateThursday, TVR reported, a-
though major problemsremain on the
country’s rail network.

Romanids capital, Bucharest,
reachedalow of -24 degreesC for the
second morning running Friday, its
lowest temperature since the cold
snap began two weeks ago.

Snow is lying |1 inches deep in
Bucharest but has piled up even
higher to the west, in Bosnia and
Herzegovina,wherethecapital, Sara-
jevo, has seen over 39 inches accu-
mulate in the past two weeks, Miller
said. A year ago, thecity wascovered
by lessthan half an inch of snow.

Turkish Airlines, the nationa flag
carrier for Turkey, canceled 57 do-

mestic and international flights be-
cause of severe weather, the semiof-
ficid Anatolian news agency
reported.

Heavy snowfall a week ago para-
lyzed roadsand trainsin many cities
across |taly, leading to widecriticism
of authorities.

The number of beds available for
homeless peoplein Rome hasalmost
doubled, from 1,300 to 2,500, and
NEW helters have been set up in
many metrostations, which arebeing
kept open overnight, officialssaid.

Some weather-related delays and
cancellations have been reported at
Italian airports. Train services have
been suspended in 12 regions, the
Corriere della Sera newspaper re-
ported.

Thecenter-northregionsof Emilia
Romagna, Abruzzo and Marche,
whereit has been snowingfor several
days, have been particularly affected

by the bad weather. Local trains are
suspended.

. -] -1‘ . .
The famous il of Venios

started freezing over this week, pre-
venting gondoliersfrom plying their
trade on the city's picturesquewater-
ways.

The Colosseum in Rome has been
forced to shut after small piecesof its
walls crumbled away because of
freezingtemperatures.. .

Buildings™ in the historic waled
town of Urbino—a UNESCOworld
heritage site — are reported to be at
risk of collapse under the weight of
snow, following unprecedented bliz-
zards in thearea.

In the Italian capital, thousands of
tourists have been disappointed to
discover the Colosseum, one of the
city's most popular atractions, is
closed to visitors, while checks are
carried out to determinethe extent of
the damage and to help prevent fur-
ther movement.

Many partsof England and Waes
saw snow in early February.

Violence ensues

at

Egyptian

footbdl match

74 peoplekilled,

By BRITTANY BERKE
Wagnerian Staff Writer

An external probe was called ¢ be

> nd_u;i}cd by the European Union on

TUSCEAY. into an eruption of chaotic
violence in Egypt that took 74 lives
at a football match.

Soccer fans rushed 1o the field of
the Seaside city following an unfa-

vorable victory, injuring hundreds.

This sparked new anger against the
country’s military rulers, as the riot

police failed tg intervene :
PONearly 3 dell after former Presi-

dent Hosni Mubarak was swept out
of power in a popular uprising: it was
merely a brum% reminder of 1€ dete-

rioratine security in the Arab world’s
most ]'!('l]'}ll Ous CUllﬂll‘}'.

The stampede did not appear to be

directly linked to the political turmoil
in Egypt, but the violence raised fresh

concerns about the ability of the state
policeto manage crowds.
Egypt isnotimmuneto violenceat

football matches.

In AI}"iI, the [neffectivenpes pfithe
police Hforce was on- display when

thousands of fans ran onto the field
before the end of an African Cham-
pions League game between local

C|%lb Zamalek and Tunisia’s Club
Africain.

European Union foreign affairs
‘hief Catherine Ashton <gid n -
statement, llT lhupc an immediate and
independent investigation will shed
light on the causes of this tragic
event.

dafim R e R o
Football Association was fired.

The governor of the "orthern it
of Port Said, where the match was
staged, also resigned.

_Rioting in one of the deadliest in-
cidentsinfootball history sent shares

tumbling on the Cairo stock ex-

hundreds injured

change.

Of the 74 people killed was one
policeofficer, while14 were injured.

Aloca hedlth official initiallysaid
1,000 peoplewereinjured, but it was

i | _severely.

m‘ELgﬁ'){'s“st“éte prosecutororderedan
immediate investigation into the vio-
lence, and the Egypt Football Asso-

SRS of e ebul Gl
Passions have always run high in
Egyptian football.

and ther VAL ARSI g
footbal match in Africa, and has to
be held a a neutral venue, usudly
with aneutral foreign referee, to com-
bat a history of enmity and violence.
For the padt fiveyears, highly organ-
ized and anti-authoritarian fan groups
of “Ultras,” especially from Al Ahly

WIeh R e TS
Rbiseting 1o the heavy &ullﬂl%rlnm%tgl

Mubarak’s forces.
In a country that had little public

forums . .
SRS FHOSIE AN the footthal €43:
diym:

“The Whole concept of any inde-
pendent organizationdidn't exist, not

I e BB 6 B Y Ry -
raslast April.

""Then we started to organizefoot-
bal ultras... tothemit wastheyouth,
in big numbers — very smart people

qTJI(\:HV T‘ﬂ&l/ulfteléiragdlﬂfsq.ll1c11lsc]\ es

On televisiontak shows, analysts
and anchors discussed the massacre,
but few could explain why so many

’E"]ﬁ@?h‘i’i%%histry officials blamed
the referee for failing to stop the

match earlier as signs of violence

against PI2YCTs and between the fans

became clear.

Tourists killed by militia group in Ethiopia

By MONIKA
KHALTSEV
Wagnerian Staff Writer

The Afar region of northern
Ethiopiaisadry, volcanic region that
liesjust above sea level and has sce-
nic dried up lakes known as "salt
flats."

Foreigners who venture into Afar
usually include researchers, aid work-
ersand adventuretouristsvisitingge-
ographical wonders such as the
Danakil depression and ancient salt
mines.

It isone of the hottest placesin the
world, and a known haunt of rebels
and bandits froni Eritrea and
Ethiopia, due to its remote location
and faulty satellite reception.

It isalso asitethat hasexperienced

atragedy.

At 5am. on Jan. 18, an unknown
militant attacked five European
tourists.

A Gennan media report said the
group of tourists had been closeto the
Erta Ale volcano, one of Ethiopias
most active.

Two Germans, two Hungarians
and an Austrian wereamong thefive
killed, according toan Interpol report
cited by the spokesperson for Hun-
gary’s prime minister.

Two Belgians were seriously hurt
and two ltalians escaped unhanned,
the report said.

Two Germans were also kid-
napped.

Ethiopian officialssuspect Eritrean
rebels, although Eritreadeniesit.

Eritrea, a nation north of Ethiopia,
(botharefoundin the horn of Africa),
has had tense relationswith Ethiopia
since their border war in 1998-2000.

Ethiopian Minister of Communi-
cations Bereket Simon labeled it as
"an openact of terrorism”*, and claims
that said 'terrorists” were trained by
the Eritrean government.

Eritrean Ambassador Ginna As-
merom addressed the allegations as
an""absolute lie"

Correspondents in the area report
that such accusations are common,
seeing that, even though the war be-
tween thetwo nationsended in 2000,
border tensionshave remained since.

In 2007, 13 Ethiopiansand 5 Eu-
ropeans were kidnapped in the same
Afar region.

Ethiopia accused Eritrea of mas-
terminding that kidnapping, but Er-
itrea blamed an Ethiopian rebel
group. All of those hostageswerere-
leased, though some of the Ethiopi-
answere held for more than amonth.

In 2008, Ethiopia stopped an a-

tempted kidnapping on 28 French
touristsin thearea.

Since the attack in 2007, there has
been a standing Travel Waniing on
the Afar region, issued by the Aus-
trianTravel Ministry.

Thereisalsoan upcomingAfrican
Union summit in the city of Addis
Ababa-thecapital of Ethiopia.

Ethiopia suspects that the attack
was linked to the approaching sum-
mit, and will usetheattack to urgethe
internationa community to do some-
thing about the" destabilizingrole of
the Eritrean regimein theregion."

Therewasasimilar threat last year
when United Nations reports re-
vealed that Eritreawas behind a plot
to attack another African Union sum-
mit to be hosted in Ethiopia.

Ethiopiahas extended condolences
to the victimsand their families, and
states that it will do everything in its

power to get those taken prisoner, re-
|eased.

Eritreawasonce agai n mentioned-
"Thereisafear that the people who
have been kidnapped might have
been taken acrossthe border into Er-
itrea."

Mr. Simon confinned that the at-
tack occurred 12 to 15 milesfrom the
Eritrean border.

Should this be true, tensions be-
tween the two countrieswill escalate
even higher if Ethiopiademands Er-
itrean cooperation in the search for
thevictims.

The atacked arrived in Addis
Ababaon Wednesday (one had to be
brought in by wheelchair) arid are
soon returningto their familiesto re-
cover. They havedl chosen toremain
anonymous in order to heal after this
traumatic experience.
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Despite Villanova upset, Women’s
lax hopes for a successful season

Tiffany Dawson races leaping over the hurdles.

Track securesfifth
place conterence finish

Thewomen s team placed sixth while the
men 5 team placed ninth in their NEC meset.

By ALEXANDRIA
GRECO
Wagnerian Sports Editor

Women's track and field earned
fifth place a the Northeast Confer-
ence (NEC), marking their progres-
sion from last year's seventh place
conferencefinish.

The women's team had three per-
sonal best performances, while the
men's squad finished ninth placewith
one persona best performance.

Women's M eet

Senior Tiffany Dawson started off
on theright foot with top ten finishes
in three events. The Staten Idand na-
tive bested her previous top time of
9.07, in the 60- meter hurdlewith a
finish of 8.89 seconds, registering
fourth place.

In the field, Dawson squeezed by
Sacred Heart's Ashley Matakevich
with an 11.74-meter finish, clinching
athird place spot. She ended the day
with aseventh placefinishin thelong
jump of 5.49 meters.

Rookie duo Emily Pereira and
Kdly Pereiraboth reached their per-
sond- best finishes in their events.
Emily earned sixth place in the 500-
meter dash in her persond best time
of 1:18.53. Kdly set her personal best
in the800-meter run, securing athird
placefinish.

The foursome: Dawson and Kely
Pereira paired up with sophomores
Sam Lauro and Alexis Bivonafor the
distance medley relay. They over
took Saint Francis (PA) by amost a

solid four seconds, with a time of
12:23.16, ranking fifth place.
""Before our relay our coach told
us we had to beat CCSU (Central
Connecticut State University) in
order to placefifth overall which mo-
tivated ustorun our best,” said Lauro

Green and White headed into the
fina rely in close ties with Central
Connecticut St.’s team scores.

Freshman Kayleigh Macchirole,
senior FrancynaEvins, Emily Pereira
and sophomore Cameo Kirk teamed
up for the 4X400 relay. Seahawks
edged out Central Connecticut S. by
finishing fourth with a time of
4:00:46.

Seahawk's one second victory put
Wagner up by a half apoint, earning
a respectable fifth place overdl vic-
tory.

Men's Meet

As for the men, Senior Zachary
Spector recorded his personal best
finish in the5000-meter run. Histime
was 15:07.10.

Sophomore Daniel  Zaccariello
earned fifth place overall in the one
mile run with atimeof 15:07.10.

The Staten Idand native then
teamed up with senior Thomas lan-
nacone, rookie Dante Femandez and
sophomore Michagl Baio in the dis-
tance medley relay. The foursome
finishedfifth withatimeof 10:21.74.

Both women's and men track and
field concluded their indoor season
with their NEC conferences mest.
Seahawks who have qualified to
compete in the IC4Ameet will take
placeon March 2.

Support your Seahawks

Bring your Seahawk spirit to
Track and Ficld meets en Staten Islanc

April 7 Wagner Invite
April 18 Wagner Quad

By AUDRIANA
MEKULA
Wagnerian Staff Writer

When asked about what she ex-
pects from the upcoming Wagner
women's lacrosse season, senior
Chanel Briggins commented, "'l ex-
pect nothing different than 1 do every
year and that isto of course compete
and ultimately win."

The Seahawks are prepared to start
the season off strong, despiteranking
ninth out of ten in a NEC poll. " Just
means we have nothing to lose and
everything togain,"” said Briggins.

The rogter currently shows seven
seniors, many of whom had good
SEasons junior year. Senior atack
Carolyn Clark is expected to deliver
much offensive power this year after
|eading the team last year in scoring
with 37 points and is in the Wagner
al-timetop 10 in several other statis-
tica categories.

Senior midfielder Lauren Petrick
aso performed well |ast season, rack-
ing up a school record of 24 assists.
Another key to thestrong offensewill
be sophomore Sam Morin who last
seasonasafreshman scored 20 goals
and was named to the NEC All-
Rookie team. On the defensive end,
senior Cascy Lindinelooksto remain
strong after a season in which she
caused 12 turnoversand scooped up
22 ground balls.

Theroster also showsseven fresh-
men this season, athird of the team's
rogter. "' Thisfreshman class has had
aseamlesstransition to the collegiate
game and continues to mesh well
with theteam asawhole," said head
coach Cristina Curiale. The seven

Senior attack Carolyn Clark looks for an open pass.

WOMEN'S LACROSSE

Wagner-7

! Villanova- 16
girls al earned high-acclaim acco-
lades for their successes in high
school lacrosse."' They areextremely
coachable and are aways eager to
learn,” said Curiale.

Briggins commented, "' The fresh-
man are bomb. They're fast, agile.
intense,and dl around great additions
to the team.”

On Saturday, Wagner opened their
season againgt Villanova and despite
astrong effort by the team, the game
ended 1n a loss with a score of 16-7.
Duringthefirst haf of play Villanova
dominated with ascoreof 9-0a half-
time. “We did not connect as much
aswewould haveliketoor get intoa
rhythm during the first half," said
Coach Curidle.

The Seahawks however came out
in the second half strong and search-
ing for awin, scoring five goadsin a
row, bringing the scoreto 9-5. Clark
scored thefirst god for the Seahawks
just 1:50 intothe game. Shortly &fter,
senior Melanic Garces scored agod
off a pass from junior Erika Bulken.

Clark used the momenhim given to
her by the team to score three goals
in just 2:49. The run was broken by
Justine Donodeofrom Villanova, but
was quickly answered by two con-
secutivegoalsfrom Morin and Clark,
bringing thescoreto 10-7 in favor of
Villanovawith 13:35 left. Unfortu-
nately, Villanovas Hannah Goforth
then began the game-ending 6-0 run,
followed by two goals from Jackie
Frocaro and Donodeoand agod in
the final 44 seconds by Maria Bow-
man. Despitetheloss, Clark tied her
career high with five goals. "Vil-
lanova is a great team," commented
Coach Curiale, "and | am proud of
the girlsto rise to the challenge and
truly compete.”

The Wagner women's lacrosse
team plans to make this season a big
one. ""We havethe most comprehen-
sive team in recent years; each indi-
vidual works hard day in and day
out,” said Curiale, **each member of
the team has set high standards for
themselves and for the team as a
whole." When asked what she ex-
pected from the season, Briggins an-
swered, “If everyone is on the same
page and wants the same thing then
successwill be inevitable."

Jm Carone returns to Wagner
basebdl with a new title

By SAMANTHAALDER
Wagnerian Staff Writer

After the departure of head base-
ball coach Joe Litterio over winter
break, the upcoming spring season
was quickly approachingand its fu-
ture looked bleak. Litterio was with
the program for 12 yearsand replac-
ing him was going to be a challenge
for the athletics department.

Wagner succeeded in finding a
solid new addition to the program, a
coach with ambition and experience,
head coach Jim Carone. Carone was
previoudyassisting Villanovas team
before accepting the Wagner head
coaching position.

Carone is no stranger to Wagner
College. He was the pitching coach
for the Seahawks back in 2006, and
both of his sisters are now Wagner
graduates. Overall, Carone thinksthat

Monmouth alumnus says he
is excited to be a part of
Wagner athletics again.
Wagner isa great ingtitution whether
looking at athleticsor academics.
Carone’s wasakey player at Mon-
mouth Universty where he graduated
in 2003. He pitched for their baseball
team earning himself the NEC
pitcher of the year award as well as
multiplecareer highlights.

Carone’s coaching resume began
in 2004 at NJIT and then transitioned
to StevensInstituteof Technology in
2005. Before his longer stay at Vil-
lanova, hed so coachedat Ryder Uni-
versity for hvo years. In addition to
being the pitching coach at Villanova,
healso wasthe camp director and re-
cruitment coordinator. During his
four yearsat Villanova, a number of
his pitchers were selected into the
MLB Player Draft.

Carone isexcited for the upcoming
season and he praises the great staff
associated with the program both as-
sistant coaches Chris Collazo, and
Mike Consolmagno.

With many veterans returning to
the field, young freshman filling up
the roster, and anew head coach who
has more than enough experience
with baseball and the NEC, thefuture
can bring nothing but good fortune
for the Seahawks.



Feb. 24,2012

SPORTS

The Wagnerian, PAGE 15

Men's 2012
L acr osse Schedulg¢

2/12 RutgersUniversity@ 2:00 Home
2/25 Providence College @ 1:00 Away
2/28 L afayette College @ 7:00 Away
3/3 Saint Joseph's University @ 2:00 Home
3/13 VirginiaMilitary Insitute @ 3:00 Away
3/16 Mercer University @ 1:00 Away
3/24 University of Hartford @ 2:00 Away
3/31 Robert MorrisUniversity @1:00 Home
4/3 Manhattan College @ 7:00 Home
4/7 Quinnipiac University @1:00 Away
4/14 Sacred Heart University @1:00 Home
4/22 Bryant University @1:00 Away
4/28 M ount Saint Mary's University @1:00
Home

Basketbdl moves

INnto second in NEC

Senior night is celebrated with a win, tying
the school record of 23 winsin one season.

By KRISTINE
FITZPATRICK
Wagnerian Staff Writer

MEN'S BASKETBALL

Wagner-90
FDU- 50

Wagner hosted Fairleigh Dickin-
son University on Feb. 18,2012 and
came out on topwith a90-50 victory.
The win came on Senior Day when
the Seahawks reached the school-
record 23 winsin one season.

Friday's game earned Wagner the
second place seat in the Northeast
Conference(NEC) Championship. In
addition they will beeligibleto host a
minimum of two gamesin theleague
tournament this season.

In the second half of play senior
ChrisMartin scored 13 pointsresult-
ing in the shooting guard to become
the thirty ninth member of the Wag-
ner 1,000-point club. Hefinished the
gameat the 1,000 mark.

Junior Jonathon Williamstook the
offenseby stomi. He scored 20 points
on 8-of-12 shooting plus six re-
bounds. Williams and the offense

shot an astounding 56 percent in the
second half and 52.2 percent from
thefloor.

The game had everyone on the
edge of their seats until Williams
ended the8-8tiein thefirgt half caus-
ing Wagner togain a20-10 lead.

During the last 11 minutes of the
first half, Fairleigh Dickinson had 1-
for-15 shootingand 12 missed shots.

The intense defense gave Wagner
a36-20 lead for intermission.

Starting the second half Wagner
continued to display impeccable
skills.

Sophomores Latif Riversand Ken-
neth Ortiza ong with freshman Mar-
cus Burton reached double-figures.
The Seahawks placed five in double
figuresfor the second gamein arow
and fourth time this season.

Wagner's lead increased to 29
points while meeting its high of the
season with 54 second-half points.
Their shooting was at 56.8 percent
from the floor in the second half as
well.

Ortizalso had six assistsand three
steals over a 16-minute span. The
Green and White reached 18 assigts,
which was the most in a game this
Season.

Mike Ted brings experience
to awholenew leve

By EMILY REKSTIS
Assistant Sports Editor

All-timeleading passer in Rutgers
University history, sixth-round NFL
draft pick for the Seattle Seahawk's
and USA Today National Player of
theWesk in hissenior year of college,
Mike Ted, will be joining the Sea-
hawk football coaching staff.

Before Wagner

Ted played collegefootball a Rut-
gers University setting many accom-
plishments in only liis four years
there. A three-year starter and two-
time captain, Ted graduated hissen-
ior year with 9,398 passing yards,
which istliethird highest totdl in Big
East history, and 59 touchdown
passes.

In hissenior year of collegedone,
Teel achieved many records and
recognition. He earned third placein
Big East history with a school record
of 3,418 passing yardsand then tied
for seventh with aschool record of 25
touchdowns passes. Ted was named
Big East Player of the Year by the
New Jersey Sports WritersAssocia-
tion.

In hisfinal gameof liissenior yesr,
Ted earned MVP of the 2008 Papa-
Johns.com Bowl Game after defeat-
ing NC State 29-23. He led the
Scarlet Knights to three bowl victo-
ries, which isthefirst quarterback to
in Rutgers higtory.

Favoritefootball memory

On a Thursday night, Rutgers had
just beat Louisville. Ted threw seven
touchdown passestowin. At thetime,
Rutgers was only ranked 15 while
Louisvillewassecond in the country.
"Thiswaswhen Rutgersredly made
a name for themselves," explained
Ted.

Stepsto success

After college, Ted earnedaspot on
Seattle's active roster as a backup
quarterback throughout the 2009 sea-
son after getting the sixth draft pick.
He was third quarterback for dl 16
games. After the Seahawks brought
in a new coach, Ted was waived
where the New England Patriots
picked him up. A few monthslater he
was waived again and the Chicago
Bears picked him up until August 8,
2010.

Photo: Rutgers.com

Teel, who won three bowl
games as a quarterback for
Rutgers University, says he
wants to bring his knowl-
edge of the game of football
to the Seahawk team.

Between his college career, his
time with the NFL and his coaching
career, Ted worked a severa camps.

Ted was quarterback coach and
pass game coordinator at Kean Uni-
versity for ayear sarting in 2011, In
only liisoneyear at the University, he
helped lead the Cougars to a 10-2
record and makeit totlieplayoffsbe-
forelosing to Sdisbury 49-47 in triple
overtime. Kean also placesNo. 10 on
the D3football.com Poll in 2011.

But what can Ted bring to Weg-
ner?

"l want to be able to bring my
knowledgeof thegame,"" said Ted, "'l
was fortunate enough to play as a
quarterback so | understand the posi-
tion.”

AlthoughTed's most playingtime
wasin college, hesaid that helearned
morein histwo yearsin theNFL than
hisfour yearsat college. He hopesto
bring hisNFL experienceand knowl-
edge the Wagner quarterback posi-
tion.

He a so is bringing the knowledge

from his perviouscoachesto thefidd
"' want to do what they did for mefor
the guys here'" commented Tecl.
"They taught me how to bc a man
and how to play football. | hopel can
do that for the guys here too."

Why Wagner?

Ted explainshisdecison to come
to Wagner just made sense. "'It was
the logicd step forward for my
coaching career,” Ted said, "l
coached a a Divison 3 school in
New Jersey, now | want to advance
the level of competition." The high
competition level is not al the Ted
looked for in Wagner. "'l want towork
with ascholarship program and learn
more"" he said ""Wanner presents dl
three."

It was Ted's close relationship
with former NY Giants quarterback
and Super Bowl XXI MVP Phil
Simmsthat kept Ted in contact with
Woagner Collegeand head coach Wali
Hameline. Since middle school.
Simms and Ted have known eacl
other. When Ted worked a camp his
sophomore year of collegeof Simms.
he met Hameline. Since then, Ted
has kept in touch with Hameline.

"Our quarterbacks will benefit
from hiswide array of experiences,"
Hameline added. "'Mike is serious
about thegame, eager to make coach-
ing his life's work, and | believethc
success he enjoyed and his name
recognition in this region will res-
onatein recruiting."

Experiencesofar
at Wagner

Although only in the off-season.
Ted is beginning to lay down his
foundationfor therest of hiscoaching
career asaSeahawk. "' spend 99 per-
cent of my time with the coaches,"
sad Ted.

"They are young but at the samc
time very knowledgeable, deter-
mined, and any other acronym you
can think of." commented Tes!.

On theother hand, it is not so easy
to get to know the players. The foot-
bdl team isin their off-season so Ted
hasonly met thefull quarterback ros-
ter and afew other players.

"They are a good group of guys
that seem to want to get better," sad
Ted, "I look forward to working witli
them."

Athietesionimeionti

TRACK AND FIELD

DANIEL
ZACCARIELLO

SWIMMING AND
DIVING
MALLORY LEE
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This tragedy has been felt by all of the Wagner
community. Although | did not know RJ, | know his
spirit will live on in Wagner College. Something like
this flies in the face of what we like to believe-that bad
things only happen to bad people and death only hap-
pens to the elderly. It is unfornutane, without a doubt,
but | hope the Tillman family and all of those who
knew him and loved him, know they have the support
of all of the Wagner community. He will always live on
in our memories and that is how a person lives
eternally, in memories and hearts. However, please
let the bereaved grieve. This is the only way a loss
can ever be dealt with. May he rest in peace. God
bless.

-Emily Stein, senior

At the Feb. 14 memorial service for
their fallen peer, The Wagnerian
asked students to put their
condolences into words.

Ronald, While | did not know you
personally, | am praying for you and your
family. When | first heard about your
death, tears came to my eyes as a
member of our Wagner College
community passed away. | walk past your
memorial, covered with flowers on Howard
Avenue, everyday on the way to student
teaching and take a moment to stop, look,
and say a prayer for you.

-Caroline Kouretsos, senior




