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ific agriculture is not a simple or a prehistorically recent transfér from Southeast

Ins
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istead, it has great time depth, and Pacific-Island peoples fave domesticated a
li{"( number of indigenous plants and dev lopcd high intraspeciey variety within many

domesticated species.

Rather than uniformity of land use and agricultural systemg throughout the Pacific

Islands, there is a "segregation of subsistence systems". That /s, although there is a set

of domestic plants identified with the Pacific (taro, swamp taro or Cgr[osperma yams,
coconut, breadfruit, Pandanus, and so forth) and @rbor 1culture 1smp01tant i most

places, Pacific-Island land users have developed myriad dlstmctly dfferent ways of
combining crops and agricultural techniques in respomse to dlffersil environments,

needs, skills, and knowledge bases. No e fed i A L) $pepl .{v‘,m ;4\ (o~ L s
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Pacific-Island agicultural systems are not only diffefent how in space, thLy have also

changed frequently through time -- that is, the history of agriculture in the Pacific is

dynamic. (\j Kt / ol r o - ;e S fron e
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Pdlly Pacific- Islcmd colonisers wc"% bt "in @{armony w1th then environment. Their

activities brought many extinctions, most notably of birds. Their clearing, bumm g, and

gardening caused land dc*raddtlon still visible today. But they also, partly in response
to their own destructive economy, acted to/ enhance the landscape. 5 i~ dn W Ao,

1

A rricultural mtcnsmcanon is a widespread phenomenon in the Pacific but is often mixed
closely with less intensive practices. The cause of intensification is not the simple result g[

of an 11’1q‘case in population. Disintensification also happe
(‘v (To Powad vrna¥i-/ ) v {‘HG"“'
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Agriculture -is closcw linked with social life -- eg., skill in gardening -- perhaps

gardening magic -- brings prestige. Social production leads to higher yields.

R g B [L-r(f;m»‘t, £ [ortbne e

Pacific-Island agriculturalists possessed a wide range of sophisticated techniques for
dealing with agricultural stresses such as drought, waterlogging, frost, infertile soils,

decline in soil fertility over time, crop pests, salt spray, particular plant-mineral

require

They also had many adaptations to ensure a steady supply of food in the face of

seasonal peaks and lows of harvest from particular crops.

Traditional Pacific-Island land use had to do withrmanaged landscape€s rpather than

single fields -- perhaps a significa ifference from modern agricultural economies.

1{,‘ INn recent accaaes, C Luwx]ih‘)xm!i.\, cComplex, poLye lsill,\lq}x ,d\_“y\'-[:‘,h_q”d J§.‘,”‘\llhlt¢\ h.'ﬁ‘:% ‘/
\
been characterised by simplification. (
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According to a report b}*émermsts published in the July
issue of the journal Science, the level of concentrated
methyl chloroform threatening the Earth’s ozone layer
has been falling since 1990; a related article in the same
issue confirmed a finding first reported two years ago

that CFCs almost have stopped increasing as well,
trending toward a peak by 1997 rather than 2000.
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= IN FLJI, landowners near Ifautoka earlier today
defied a high court order by entering a factory and
ordering workers out of the premises on grounds the
plant’s owners do not have a lease with the Native
Lands Trust Board (NLTB) . . . At a late September
meeting, the cabinet decided to proceed with legislation
to make all state land in the country indigenously-
owned: representing 10% of all land, the property would
“be transferred from the government lands department to
“the NLTB . . . At a meeting in Suva in July, the Great /

“Council of Chlefs decxded to remain active in politics but
‘ e constitutional review

commission after being informed that provincial
delegates Hfiad made their own preparat] —for,<L_
submissions . . . Calling for a more enlightene
Way ” of hab1 itating prisoners, Home Mt
Manueh at@g of prison heads said
Pacific island countries, which share common values
and traditions, should solve their problems in their own
way . . . Then-Fijian Affairs Min. Adi Samanunu Talakuli
in July warned that traditional values and relationships
were being damaged by greater reliance on money and
materialism . . . At a conference in Suva, Rev. Dick Avi,

secretary of the Pacific Branch of the Ecumenical
Council gn Jased 1A os cazism bas warned Pacific




INTERNATIONAL. MEETINGS, -GROUPS &

. REPORTS. Donor countrie§ to the ASIAN
l ' DEVELOPMENT BANK (ADB) have told delegations from
| the Federated States of Micronesia and the Republic of
| the Marshall Islands they'will need to reduce the size of
t_heu' governments as & condition for Bank support; FSM
' External Affairs Secretary Asterio Takesy said: "We're
asking for an expression of support for the extremely
difficult and painful reform program on which we have
embarked,”. . . ADB has approved a $3.6 million loan
for an agncultural project in Tonga’s outer islands; the
bank dlso will provide technical assistance grants worth
$1,45 million to support the loan. . . SOUTH PACIFIC
PORUM members have met to dlscuss a plan to reduce
/| the Forum’s nine divisions to five and turn over some
programs to other regional orgapiZations to sharpen the
| Forum’s focus on policy a}d;%: trade and external
relations has deferred a detision on the downsizing to
the next Forum s t although a reduced budget
based on the restpucturing was approved . . . The
Brisbane-based UNDATION FOR DEVELOPMENT
MTIOM has issued a report which finds the
~@COoTIomic —of the region positive despite poor
~performange _over “the past decade; the stud
W ends a reglonal ﬁnance institution modeled after
“the Cafibbean Development Bank be established .
Forum finance ministers have met in PNG to consxder
ways to improve the region’s economy; making
“investment codes compatible with those in APEC was
discussed; ministers agreed to promote investment in
the region by adopting more open investment policies
based on APEC’s non-binding principles . . . the
__ MELANESIAN SPEARHEAD GROUP has announced
changes to its trade agreement, removing all import
“—duties among them on beef, tuna a
~fifth heads of government summiit in Bangkok last
month, ASEAN leaders agreed t6 expedite the admission
of Laos, Burma and Cambogia 1o the group and to speed
melementation AFTA, the organization’s free
“trade area, to 2003,/ when AFTA will have over 400
million people and 4 global trade of nearly a half trillion
dollars . NATIONS Secretary General Boutros
Boutros-Ghalx"l'xas expressed regret at the U.S. decision
to w1thdraw from the UN Industrial Development
Organuatlon (UNIDO) effective next December 31; U.S.
wn;hdrawal will cut UNIDO’s $105 million budget by a
quarter forcing a 25% staff reduction; the U.S. Congress
has refused to pay $1.25 billion in back dues pending
reform and scrapping of some agencies, including the
UN Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD)
and various regional economic missions such as
ESCAP; At a dedication cere y in Geneva where he
is U.S. representative to agencies, Amb. Daniel
Splegel launched an aftack on Congress, saying
"Unbeknownst to the vast majority of the American

3

people, the isolationists in Congress are slashing UN
budgets by staggering amounts, taking the organization
to the very brink of bankruptcy;" Republican
Congressional leaders have demanded Spiegel’s dismissal
... In his statement before the UNGA Fourth Committee
in October, U.S. Advisor David Wallace said: "This
committee should consider whether it needs to continue
operating through the filter of a special committee [on
decolonization] set up more than thirty years ago under
circumstances that simply no longer apply." He also
suggested the committee’s resolution "should make clear
that visiting missions are not necessary in every, or even
most, cases." The special committee each year
considers, among others, the "questions" of American
Samoa and Guam . . . This year’s National Defense
University Pacific Symposium "U.S.-Japan-P.R.C.
Tripartite Relations: Foundation for a Stable Pacific
Community?" is set for Ft. Mc Nair in Washington,
February 13-14. Aussie DPM Kim Beazley is the
keynoter. Call (202) 287-9230.
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POLITICS OF PACIFIC LAND AND PEOPLE.
cultural group from Polynesian Tuvalu has wsxted/
Micronesian Kiribati to strengthen the cultural hent(ge
of the two neighboring island countries, whlcl'( once

were joined as the Bnt&%nd Ellice Islands
Colony . . . Fraditional healers inKiribati-have met in

QS_ogt_lg_’I‘grawa toﬁ an association to foster a closer

“although party leader Jos

relationship between Western and tzgz;t__ nal medicine _
“and healers; farmers were lobbied to plant more herbal
medicine plants which are said to be in declme in the
“country . . . A national workshop on "sustainable
development of traditional medicine and non-timber
products" has been held in Solomon Islands with an eye
toward giving special recognition to indigenous people,
their knowledge “and traditional practices towards
sustainable development; Forests, Environment and
Conservatio/n/l('linister Allan Kemakeza warned attende

to prdfecttheir traditional medicines from exploitagion
by foréigners . . . The Fiji-based Pacific Concerns Centre
has called for USP to freeze its contract with’ Smith-

away plant samples for small return
may be developed into medicines
profits for foreigners . . . The” Opposition Fijian
Association (FA) has d Attorney General

Kelemedi Bulewa’s proposaly’ to legalize witchcraft,
ata Kamikamica said he
would support writing Efjian customs into law; after
strong reaction from Catholic and Methodist leaders, the |
government has distanced itself from Bulewa, who

argues current law banning witchcraft is inconsistent

\//
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—____With the constitutional guarante€ of freedom of religion

- Fiji opposition MP Viliame Cavubati (FA) has called
for extensive tax brey and quota allocations to
encourage indigenous Fijians in business . . . The Fiji
Mineworkers’ Union has renewed its call for the
Australian-owned Emperor Gold Mining Company to
leave the country because the gold and associated
minerals belong to the local people . . . Australian
economist John Fallon told a meeting of busmgssrnen in
Lautoka that the future of sugar cane land léases due to
expire beginning next year could lead t/o”economlc crisis
if not resolved soon; the e governme “says it will begin
reviewing 14,000 existing leases tHis year; Labour Party

der Mahendra Chaudhry says he is ready to tel

| ethnic-lndian cane fa\gmyio quit the land over the

uncertainty of the ieas 1"1_]1 urged the UN to adopt
a draft declaration on the nghts of indigenous people to

“—of the World’s Indigenous People" .

make meaningful the UN-proclaimed 1994-2004 "Pecade
. Lihir landowners

—blocked the only road linking the 1sland’s aipétrip with

“distifict ethnic group in the couniry .

the mine site, demanding to know how they would
benefit from a contract to develop a quayty connected

with the mine on the island; differences took a month
1 to resolve; in a bid for compensation for the site,
landowners in the Eastern Highlands/seized a repeater
station at Mt. Otto, disrupting all £ommunications to
Goroka, Mount Hagen, Madang and a number of other

urban areas; meanw.
landowners, BHP, the P
Australian court ver Ok Tedi Mine
tori continues . . . Solomon
Islands Chief Forestry Officer Gideon Bouro says the
country needs a long-term policy on forestry to
safeguard traditional landowners, saying extensive
logging diminishes social, economic and cultural values
. The European Union has approved funding for a

major st_study on preserving the cultural heritage of

ar among Fly River
parliament and the

Melanesia; the studv also will suggest ways to minimize
~—the adverse social and cultural impacts which are
**1ssvcraté‘d “‘with economic development .

. Cook Islands
has b'éen riticized

viation Minister Yoe Willi
are osed to@

y expansion of the
runway at Rarotonga’s international airport . . . The
state government’s Ethnic Affairs Commission has held
an historic one-day forum in the northern New South

Wales town of Kingscliffe to enable the areas 1,400

—South Sea Istander ethnic minority to have its say z about

~—government services; the group, numbering some 20,000

“nationwide, only last year received recognmon as a
the . A report on

Tiative rights issued by Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander Social Justice Commissioner Mick Dodson
indicates that, in 1994, Aborigines accounted for more
than 16% of the people who died in police custody or in
jail although the group accounts for only two percent of
the whole population . . Abongmal native land nghts

~conservative politicians
“hindering economic growth; Western Australia Liberal
Premier Richard Court has called for a complete

“’ f /

/ /, (/ ] &
regarded by Labor as a major achievement in its term of
office, is shaping up as an election issue, with
saying the settlement is_

overhaul of the nation’s native title laws, which he says
are affecting almost half the mining leases in his state;
new laws became necessary with the landmark 1992
Mabo court decision which overturned the country’s
terra nullius notion that land belonged to no one prior to
European settlement . . . In preparation for a major
indigenous people’s economic conference planned for
next year, an OECD delegation has undertaken a study
tour of Australia’s Aborigines and Torres Strait Islanders

. Community leaders in the Torres Strait have met to_
discuss moves towaraq self-government . Zh N i
'amﬁve p/epple m connectlon/\)nth a quax‘r g
ﬁshm‘g fights' in the /Chatham /Islands af@h dizé
objefted to mainland-crews taking over their fishing
grounds, in a culmination of trouble which had been
brewing for years; at a court appearance over the
incident, Mayor Pat Smith, who claims the island is
contnbuting tens of millions of dollars to the New
Zea'I‘— mnomy each year with little in return, said the (

autonomy w1thm a federal framework . . . Parliament in
October passed legislation returning 15,000 hectares of
land and paying $110 million in claims to the Tainui
tribal Confederation on the North Island of New
Zealand; eleven days after Queen Elizabeth signed the
legislation during her visit to New Zealand, South
African President Nelson Mandela, on the first day of his
state visit to NZ following CHOGM, pledged solidarity
with the Maori independence movement at the home of
the Maori Queen on the land of the same tribe . . . In
order to minimize the chances of disruption, the NZ
government says the prime minister and governor
general no longer will attend Waitangi Day celebrations
at the traditional site because of the disruption at this
year’s ceremonies by Maori demonstrators; the Labour
Party has criticized the decision; in a bid to accelerate
researching of Maori land claims, Treaty Negotiations
Minister Doug Graham has announced an extra
_$500,000 funding for the Waitangi Tribunal over the ~

next two ' years the money also will help create regional

"land banks" to which all surplus crown-owned land will

be transferred for use in claim settlements . . . a leading
Maori activist, Ken Mair, was sent to prison for three
weeks in contempt of court for chanting a traditional
prayer in a NZ court on behalf of a friend who was
facing an assault charge . . . A shortage of Kiwi feathers,
due to the bird’s protected status in NZ, has resulted in
co-operation between an aboriginal community in
Western Australia and the Tainui tribe, with similar
Emu feathers being shipped over and substituted . . . A
planned circumnavigation of NZ with 11 port stops by
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. for aid from elsewhere around the world;
1ing Solomons refusal for rejecting British
ian help to implement sustainable logging
‘iji to end racial discrimination, dismissing
‘other countries not to meddle in its internal

-6

TICS OF PACIFIC LAND & PEOPLE.
Torres Strait visiting rights of Mabaduan
PNG were revoked after a riot broke out
ling festivities on Saibai Island in December
downers are threatening to close PNG’s only

)il field unless enough shares in i
/0 a company they have established to sell

ot market; further talks are to be held . . .
founced a new compensation package for
affected by environmental damage from the
dmine . . . Police have arrested several

protesting logging operations on Mono
an end to the logging in the wake of the
. NZ Treaty Negotiations Minister Doug
offered direct negotiations with

offered direct negotiations with Far North
‘heir $120 million claim which has been
laitangi Tribunal for years . . . In the wake

s incidents, the NZ government held the
litangi Day observance in Wellington last
tangi, where police clashed with 400 Maori
:manding sovereignty and independence,
representative DPM Don McKinnon says the
nay need to remain split until the turn of
meantime former Labour PM Mike Moore
ation which again would designate the
ew Zealand Day . . . A South Korean firm
1 multi-million dollar agreement for a joint
“a Maori _tribe to_harvest timber on their
and . . . Fiji says it will sponsor an
) help indigenous Fijians learn how to grow
'r to take over sugar operations as Indian
expire over the next few years . . . A
nerge the Department of Hawaiian Home
= Office of Hawaiian Affairs is running into
1e move would need a state constitutional
. . . The premier of Western Australia’s
nment says a Coalition federal government
‘0 extinguish native title rights as the only
r to secure pastoral leases, an assertion
\at John Howard has said in recent months
s have filed with the National Native Title
oria’s largest claim, which includes vacant
| two of Victoria’s largest towns, as well as
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Lawyer? S ;

Ask lawyers what they think of the

lo take legal eagles from the

Butwhat’s more l'n!(""(‘\ff!ii\k is that they thin}

and butter they make f
scary” aspects of the Report.

rom land cases

“My frst reaction was just unbe /"t vable,’

Browne,
Or what was left out.

A mixed group of Browne and other lawyers Paul Lyn
Mitchell and Tim Arnold spoke to Lisa Vainerere

“I didn’t believe what was «

h, Mike
soon after the

reportwas released, about the question of lawyers in the courtroom.
They say submissions from legal minds about lawyers in the land
system and their feelings about what should be done were left out

of the report.
matter,” says Paul Lynch,

“From what came out, it looked like it didn’t really
“the agenda had already been set.”

With so much of the post-report focus leaving out what lawyers
think, CINews catches up in the first of a two part series with some
lawyers on a document that will have a huge impact on land tenure

in the Cook Islands.

sk ok ok sk ok ok ok ok o ok ok sk ok ok ke ok ok

TIM ARNOLD: Theroleofa
papa’a lawyer is seen differ-
ently.

When you get a European in-
volved, particularly when peo-
ple are on the losing end of an
argument, they’l1bring anything
in to try and tip the balance or
whatever and the lawyer comes
infor some personal criticism —
whether it’s justified or not.

QUESTION: In terms of
what the Commission says
about the public image of law-
yers, do you accept that?

TINA BROWNE: I think we

have a bad image with those
people that have unfavourable

decisions made against them —
you’ll find that the only people
who actually speak are those

people that are unsatisfied with
what the judgement has been in

court — that’s when you find
people that say it’ sbecause there
was a lawyer on the other side, I
can tell you that where there is
notalawyeronthe other side the
judge basically bends overback-
wards to help that particular per-
son and you find that you actu-
ally have a bigger argument be-
cause there’s you against him
and the judge. and that’s really
the way we’ve seen it — it’s
certainly not easier.
PAUL LYNCH: I think there
are bigger issues away from just
the fact about the limited legal

tion telling me ‘you have to
represent yourself or you may
have to get a family member’
who may not be doing a good job
— I feel that if the Commission
had done enough research into
what has happened as far as
representation is concerned
throughout the years — we’ve
had this sort of thing 50-plus
years ago .. today we find that
many of those situations we’ve
had to try and sort out because of
that sort of thing.

QUESTION: Whatis ‘thatsort
of thing?’

MIKEMITCHELL: It’sun-
qualified people...

BROWNEAND ARNOLD:
Unqualified people representing,

basically ..

BROWNE: ... and it’s the
same thing — [name withheld]
is a classic example... he goes
into court and he speaks and
represents people, very authori-
tatively, and this is what has
been suggested. [Three other
names are mentioned in connec-
tion with this].

ARNOLD: Basically, the
thing about the land court is that
everything is written down and
has been written down since the
turn of the century. We’ve got 90
odd years of written records
which demonstrate quite clearly

hat unqualified representatives
én court in a statistically signifi-

representations. Some of the Xtant number of cases have led

solutions being proposed in here
are quite scary and contradictory

QUESTION: you mean in
terms of taking lawyers out of
the courtroom?

LYNCH: No, no not lawyers
at all, I think that’s a small fac-
tor. Personally it’s a factor but as
far as the report goes there are
worse things in here than that.

BROWNE: IfI wasn’talaw-
yer the thing I would be against
is that it takes away my choice.
Ifthat was me, I’m a landowner,
I’d like to choose who I want to
represent me. Now if I can’t
speak, if I can’t get up in court
and speak, I’d like to be able to
say who I wanted to be in court
for me. I don’t want any legisla-

the court astray either intention-
ally or otherwise, and all of us
here are aware of time and money
that’s had to be spent in recent
years undoing things that were
clearly wrong — which with the
benefit of having sat down and
having been paid to do the job
andresearch, you’re able todem-
onstrate that what this person
stood up in 1945 and said was
just so much hogwash. And the
problem you’re going to get I
believe if you have a return to
unqualified agents, particularly
if you’re going havedlay bench,
is you’re going to havethe blind
leading the blind.

BROWNE: But you have a
‘blind judge’ being proposed so
what the hell — everyone’s
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do we use

Local lawyers — painted in the Report of the Land Commission as the villains of the

going to be blind.
ARNOLD: If you don’t like
what we're. pu can take/
us o?’ﬂo’tﬁcdlﬁimwﬁéomety IF we'
don’tdo ourjubproperTy wecan
be struck off and as you’ve heard,
the Tand is only a small part of
ourbusiness. If we get struck off
we can’t conduct any of our
business, so there’s a powerful
incentive to play astraight game.
QUESTION: What is the
money like? = i
ANSWERS: Browne says 25%
of herincome, Lynch says.30%,
but Arnold and Mitchell say alot

lower than that.
BROWNE: ...

an indication of

that gives you
how low it is as
income is Con-
cerned — and that really is basi-
cally local business, and that
takes care of mortgages, not just
appearances in court. It’s like
this if I can give you a good
example — we had succession
applications heard recently,
straightforward succession ap-
plications before a JP. I have
people coming up and asking if
we can act, I tell them no because
it’s too costly, it’s something
they can do, in any event if
there’s an objection it will be
adjourned automatically. They
don’t go into the merits of the
application. The number of peo-
plethat still want youto godown

far as our full

court-room.
and stand up and just say ‘yes I
actforsoandso’ is justamazing.
I have somebody like [name
withheld]. She’s not silly, but
she refuses to do that. So I have
to trot down to court and do that
for her.
QUESTION: How much is
something like that?

BROWNE: Wedoitonatime
basis, it’s appearance ...our rates
alldiffer, I suppose it depends on
how fast you talk and how slow
your case goes...

MITCHELL: It’s not re-
garded as alucrative part of legal
practice.

QUESTION: So what about

What the Comm|ssmn i}
about Lawyers in court

The Commission of inquiry into land sschauedbydgdga
Nikau Tangaroa, Tere Mataio and Cecilia Short as mert
it was released on March 25th and formed )

currently being sought by a Pariamentary Select Comm
Justice and Lands Minister Tiki Matapo.

When dealing with land and Iawyers the Commission foungd:

* Land laws are unne
mosewithweatmandpme

arily complicated and have

* Most people do not want lawyers involved in Iand dlsputes
*Many landowners cannotafford legal representation, but s
advice to understand and protect their land nghts ‘

and recommended:

* Land laws shall be rewritten and simphﬁad soall Gookj
understand them and exercise their legal rights.

* Professional representation in Court shall be restricted.

* Acourtlegal advisorshall beaval!able to gtve legal advice to

ataminimal charge.

* Court mediators, including perhaps traditxonal leaders shali

public in settling disputes.

An‘“extraordinary amount” ofthemput received by the tandC
dealt with the issue of representation in land court. .

“To sum it up, most Cook islanders do not want lawyers anywh_
the Land Court, This may sound harsh, and it may be unfair, bt
the feeling of aimost all the people who appeared before the C¢

sion,” said the report.

The reasons ranged from feeling intimidated in Court when Iawy
questioned them, to feeling uncomfortable with lawyers handﬁng

called “family” land disputes.
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_the public perception that law
yers are raking it in from land
court?

MITCHELL: I don’t agree
withit [*Yes, Idon’t agree’ —
a chorus from the others] — I
don’t agree with the Commis-
sion, and I find it hard to accept
the findings of the Commis-
siofi_ in that there is such a
widely held dislike and mis-
trust of lawyers, because I get
the least land court work of
anybody in this room but I have
frequently ...

ARNOLD interrupts: No, I
don’t do any Mike.

MITCHELL: I have fre-
quently been asked to involve
myself with the court. I'm a
papa’a lawyer so I don’t agree
with Tim that there’s some sort
of mind set against papa’a law-
yers over and above Cook Is-
landsMaori lawyers. Putting that
toone side, if there is this terrible
sort of abhorrence from the com-
munity, why are these people all
knocking on our doors and ask-
ing for advice — if you have a
problem, if your car breaks down
you go to a mechanic.

If your plumbing rots you get
a plumber. If you have a legal
problem you go to a lawyer —
whether it’s a land matter or
anything else.

BROWNE: If you’ve got a
health problem you go to a car-
penter, according to Elliot [Land
Commission chairman].

MITCHELL: I can’tdispute
their findings — that’s what they

say the people said who came’

before them.

BROWNE: Since last week
[the Report’s release] the major-
ity of people came to see me to
say ‘are we going to have a
venue whereby we can address
the Commission because we want
to tell them what our feeling is’.
He [Chairman Elliot Smith] says
in the report he has the majority.
[Browne then refers ta the vari-
ous aronga mana and land own-
ers whom bring their land con-
cerns to the lawyers]....So who
exactly are these 500 people [in
the Report]? They may be 500

4
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lon’t know

LYNCH: They’ve bee:
affected by some
court, Or ’Y‘:«E:\ n“ not even a real
decision maybe just a per
ception that the whole thing’s
wrong. I know of family meet
ings of 50 people where you’ll
always get two standing up
making the most noise and of-
tenthey’re the ones who should
not be talking at all. And I've
got a feeling that’s what’s led
this Report along as well, is the
noisy ...wheels.

MITCHELL: There weren’t
that many people who actually
made submissions ...

QUESTION:.. but now that
the Commission has based their
recommendations on these
noisy people how worried are
you by what they’ve said?

BROWNE: Quite honestly,
probably not worried at all.

ARNOLD: Worried for the
landowners ...

BROWNE: Yes, worried for
the landowners — and it’s diffi-
cult.

Quite frankly I'd rather be
doing offshore work as well but
I’m worried for the landowners
because I don’t think at the end
of the day they’re going to geta
fair deal. And in any event, the
lawyers don’t go out and say to
clients ‘who-hoo please come
into my office and give me some
instructions’, not at all. If they
don’t want to see a lawyer, they
don’t want to see a lawyer. If
they see a lawyer, that’s their
business.

MITCHELL: One point
though—in fairness to the Com-
mission, what they’re saying is
there’s a perceived imbalance
on one side and the other side
don’t[seeit]. That causes dissat-
isfaction. The other side, it is
claimed, can’t afford it. I sup-
pose that situation may arise but
I would be most surprised if
Judge [John] Dillon orany other
judge found that situation to act
tothe advantage of arepresented
person, because they often go
bending over backwards to help

1 matters the

e demon

y (land cli

nd we cannot

turn them away we must look
after them.

BROWNE: I think it’s a little
bit more serious than that.

[t’s not turning people away
because youdon’t want them. At
first you say to them ‘I don’t
think its going to be successful,
[ think you’re wasting your
money’. Trying to turn them
away I tell you is really difficult
because immediately they think
no, you’re notturning themaway
because of what you’re saying ,
you’re turning them away be-
cause you’re siding with the other
side. And that sort of thing. So
it’s really quite difficult saying
to people, ‘no I can’t act in this
matter.’

ARNOLD: Only yesterday I
had someone ring up, I had some-
one the day before comeintothe
office and sit down and try and
explain things to me .

QUESTION: Isn’t it [the is-
sue of taking lawyers out of the
courtroom] important then, if
people think they still need
lawyers because they can’t do
it themselves?

ARNOLD: Well that’s why
we’re here talking to you.

BROWNE: It’s very difficult
forus. We have aninterestin this

business, youcan "tsay thatwe're

entlrely Ob_]CCthC so we have a
difficulty here. If we were just
another client well we’d see it
from that point of view. But I
cnow that if I were alandowner,
nobody’s gomg to tell me what
todo.I’dliketo have thatchoice
and I think I’m entitled to that
choice.

MITCHELL: I think inareas
of dispute people should be en-
titled toqualified legal represen-
tation. There’s a very important
issue there ...that people should
be able to settle issues between
themselves, between theirbosses
— a wife and husband or other
matters that wouldn’t necessar-
ily go to court.

There is a constitutional right
to be represented if you so wish,
for whatever reason. A lot of
people just feel inadequate or
shy about the whole thing and
they want somebody. They
should be entitled to it. There is
a worry for me to see a whole
chunk of what is presently a
jurisprudence of the High Court
taken out of the ambit of lawyers
and further more taken out of the
ambit of qualified judges — with
lay judges and lay lawyers, be-
cause it is too important, much
as we may all dislike them, it’s
too important.

BROWNE: I think everybody
feels that land is one of the most
important assets any Maori has,
and now we’re saying ‘oh well
giw it to non-qualified people,

o non-qualified lulgs'.

MITCHELL: That’s a con-

radiction. The most important

thing is taken away from them

f‘u xt Tuesday: What really
scares lawyers about the land
report?)

~ Lisa Vainerere
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0 neve Terrace is perfectly situated

at the Rarotongan Resort Hotel.

- The magnificent South Pacific views
and the Rarotongan Resort Hotel’s
famous seafood buffet can be
appreciated whether you choose to sit
inside or alfresco by the pool.

| Every Tuesday evening.
- For reservations phone 25800

Great value at

$28

per person
X
Former SG on lawyers in ¢

As far back as October 1995, former Soli
McFadzien had given his opinionon t

The
Rqrotongcm

Resort Hotel

- Land Commission’s report.

In a faxed comment to fellow pra t
Lawyers in the Courtroom, this is w

“ Although the Commission has no

the matter, | note that there have be
from some quarters that lawyers ought
appear in the Land Division of the Hig

given, accordmg to media reports, is that a
afford a lawyer has an advantage over a party

personal interest in the matter.
First, it is not the lawyers who are insisti
is their clients who come to them for advice
appear. the commerciai reality is, that com
s in the Iand DM _n \re

dvantage,’ns not bor
presiding judge usually goes to great lengths to en

the Tnrepresented party understands the is _
given every assistance from the bench in putting !
evidence, or views on the relevant issues. v
Third, the exclusion of lawyers will not guarantee a level
playing field. Some landowners, or their non-lawyers
resentatives, have a better understanding of the rele
issues, and are better advocates, than others
Fourth, the exclusion of lawyer
and more adjournments. This is because many landow:
ers, due fo lack of Untlerstanding of the relevant issues if
unrepresented, will take up the Court’s time with irrelevan
matters. In such cases the bench has to lend assistance to
both sides by explaining the issues, and granting adjourn-
ments to enable the parties to re-prepare their cases baSe ;
on those issues..
Fifth, the reality is that matters involving ownership of lan
and interest in land are governed by statute and case law
Landowners and others are surely entitied to seek speciali
assistance in such matters. to suggest that landowners
others cannot seek advice or be represented in matters
involving land law by lawyers, is akin to suggesting that
persons cannot seek assistance from accountants on
accounting matters, doctors on medical matters, or electri
cians on electrical matters, etc. Next to their life, land is the
most important and valuable asset a person is likely to own,
and it is unrealistic in the modern environment to suggest
that the owner of that asset is not entitled to seek specialist
representation in the protection and use of that asset.
Finally, although | can speak only for the period 1981 - 86
when | was in private practice, | cannot recall the firm | was
with ever turning away any client on the grounds that he or
she could not afford the firm’'s services.”

* McFadzien added his views on lawyers in land court were
his own, not necessarily those of the Crown Law office or
of the Government of the Cook Islands.
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Controlling Im(»,\t"y :

Guide to Home (

Ministry of Agriculture
PRACTICAL METHODS

OF CONTROLLING |N.

SECTS
Nemalodes - these are worm

parasites that either stick their
heads in a plant to suck the sap
or actually spend their lives in-
side the plant. They can be
controlled by:

- Crop irrigation;

- ennching the soil with humus;

- plantm&n)gr_igqlds inbetween
TOWsS; as their roots Kill nema-

“—fodes. 5 et

Caterpillars - these are the lar-
vgl stage of moths and butter-
flies. Usually developing from
patches of eggs on the underside
of leaves, they feed on foliage
and tender stems. Some control
measures are:

- Handpicking and stemming
on them;

- Touch the caterpillar witharag
dipped in kerosene to

kill it;

- Use the same rag to touch the
egg clusters so they can

never hatch;

- Look for patches of eggs and
clusters of young caterpil-
lars on the undersides of
leaves, nip off and burn

those leaves.

Mass jail break in Fiji to

SUVA, June 10- Fiji’s cabinet
called on Monday for the sus-
pension of the prisons commis-
sioner and other senior officers
following a mass breakout here
on Saturday night.

It has also asked for a full
inquiry into the escape of seven
prisoners from the maximum se-
curity prison just outside Suva.

Of the seven, six had staged an
earlierescape, on March 15, after

age hike propos

APIA, 9/June - The recent
ént announcement that
arliament was being con-
sidered has drawn public criti-
cisms.

Some people are saying that
except for Cabinet Ministers,
the rest of the MPs should not get
any salary increase because they
hardly do any work. :

“Parliament meets only twice
or three times a year and that’s
the only time when they do any
work,” the critics are saying.
“So why give them a salary in-
crease? The public servants and
labourers deserve better wages
because they do all the work.
Better salaries also keep them
efficient and honest.”

Finance Minister |
Sailele Malielegaoi 10]}1 p}n'h»;,‘x
ment recently that ( ;NHHLVSW'"
Budget Committee was lm\»t\‘,‘,
into the disparities in the salaries

7 i servi and the MPs
of public serV ants a

Tuilaepa

» adapted fr

‘. ™
rardening in the

Conlk Tel &
CO0K I1stands

Cutworms - the .
transplanted tomato.
other seedlings cutting
at the ground level during night
time. Some types climb up into
the plant to chew the leaves.
Largeirregular areas are chewed
out starting from the edge.

- A collar of paper or a tin can
with top and bottom cut out
and the seedling planted in
the centre can prevent the
cutworm from reaching the
stem;
- When transplanting, stick a
toothpick or a matchstick, or
tough twig directly down the
side of the plant, touching
the stem. The cutworm then
cannot encircle and cut the
stem;
- Go out at night with a torch-
light. ‘Handpick and crush
them.
- When seedlings are nipped
off atthe ground level, scratch
under the soil surface near
the plant to find the cutworm
curled in a ring sleeping.
Next week, we’ll look at con-
trolling more insects in the gar-
den.

economic reforms have

ielped halve the rental property

et in the past two months

with more and more houses ly-
ing empty around the island.

This is forcing Rarotonga’s
landlords’ to dramatically cut
rental prices with still no guaran-
tee they will find tenants to oc-
cupy homes.

Property ownerand local land-
lord Eddie Karika says less
money in the community means
tenants are leaving houses and
new people cannot be found.

“I’ve had houses empty now
for up to three months.”

Karika owns eight of the 12
houses he manages, with fourof
his own homes currently vacant.

“That represents a 50 per cent
cut in the market to me and I
know other landlords are experi-
encing exactly the same thing.”

The lack of demand means he
has had to drop the rentonhomes
in the $160-$180 bracket down

to the $100 mark.

~“And I'm still getting a very
poor response unlike in the past
when it only took me a couple of
days to find occupants for a
home.”

LOCAL __ 3]

it housing —
enants moving, rents dropping

longer rely on the ex-pat com-
munity to soak up the surplus as
there seem to be fewer of them
working in Rarotonga. “I’ mjust
lucky Ihave no mortgages onmy
properties as then I'd be in real
trouble.”

He says pay cuts recently
forced a young Cook Island cou-
pletoleave one of his houses and
move back home to live with
their family.

“Another of my tenants owes
more than $2000 in rent and

we’re currently negotiating how
thatcan be paid. It’s bad news all
round.”

The situation will not change
says Karika who believes land-
lords will have to adapt and start
building cheaper houses to cater
for the Cook Island market.

“That means we’re probably
looking at rents around the
$80pw mark with an absolute
maximum of $120pw in the
future.”

—Teresa O’Connor

ARCUNP HERE THAT EVENY

LOOKAT THART— THERE 'S 50 L17726 T2 &AT

THE MicE ARE LEAWNVSS

e

Meitaki Maata.

Karika says landlords can no

which they gave media inter-
views to demand meetings with

Prime Minister Sitiveni Rabuka.
Information Minister Ratu Jo
Nacola told a media conference
after Monday’s special cabinet
meeting, that it regarded the lat-
est breakout “very seriously”.
“Cabinet had expected that
sufficient remedial measures
would have been taken to pre-
vent a recurrence,” he said.

Cabinet Ministers and the

fleader of the Opposition are cur-

{ently earning $33,000 annually
excluding allowances and perks,
Wwhereas MPs are paid the basic
salary of $11,500, it has been

n In comparison, the minimum
lwage is $1.25 an hour or $50 for
lh 40-hour week, according to the
abour Department.
Thesaluriesandallowancesof
heads of government depart-
ments are: Legislative Assem-
bly - $39,577; Agriculture -
$41,388, allowance %12:307;
Attorney General - $46,118, al-
lowance - $15,385; Audit -
$46,118; allowance $15,385;
Broadcasting - $37,840, allow-
ance $12,307; Customs
$41,388, allowance $12,307;

1 )Q
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“Ithas therefore, become very
clear to Cabinet that drastic ac-
tions have to be taken immedi-
ately.”

In addition to the suspension
of top prison officers, the cabi-
net has ordered the Commis-
sioner of Police to immediately
call up constables on reserve to
reinforce the Police effort to
round up the escapees.

At the same time, it wants the

al causes criticism

$41,388, allowance - $12,307;
Inland Revenue - $41,388, al-
lowance - $12,307; Justice -
$41,388; allowance - $12,307;
Labour - $437,840; allowance -
$12,307; Lands and Survey -
$41,388, allowance - $12,307;
Lands and Titles - $41,388, al-
lowance - $12,307; Ministry of
Transport - $41,388, allowance
- $12,307; Youth, Sports and
Culture - $34,293, allowance -
$12,307; PM’s Department -
$41,388, allowance - $12,307;
Post Office - $41,388, allow-
ance - $12.307; Police and Pris-
ons - $46,118, allowance -
$2.000; PSC - $41,388, allow-
ance - 12,307; Public Works -
$41,388, allowance - $12,307;
Statistics - $37,840, allowance -
$12,307; Treasury - $46,118,
$15,384; Women

340, allowance -

idsman Office -

$15,384

enforcement duties to be main-

tained at full strength and wants
a full investigation into the
breakout to be conducted by the

= probed

normal police protectionandlaw  Ministfy of Home Affairs™ "

The immediate installation of
electronic surveillance systems
in each of the main prison wards

has also been ordered. —AFP
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ands Minister Denis
Marshall week

conceded the agreement

this

etween the government and
{gai Tahu, allowing the South
sland tribe exclusive rights to
uy surplus Crown land, was a
rade-off for lack of progress
pn the tribe's unresolved treaty
laim. ;

Marshall said the agreement
ith Ngai Tahu

ribe's

allowing the
trust board to buy
roperty "land banked" for treaty
ttlement purposes arose w hen
€ government moved to cap
e total size of the Ngai Tahu
nd bank.

The land bank had been set
p by the former Labour
overnment with no limit on
e value of properties lodged in

attacked over the

Labour MP Mike Moors:
claims the. tribe has

flicking on former gove

proper for huge 1
Land title records show Ngai

Tahu has

Information
Moore

S on the profits

bought sold

alleges the

several Crown propert Crown i
I 15

)Tove \l'\
same day, apparently ger m:d\x\c:!'m} itself at the
in some cases
thousands of dollars profit
Included in the list cited by

Moore is Christchurch

rating Lands Minister Denis
Marshall: Says there has

been no rip-off.

hundreds of taxpayers expense, and says the
property deals should be offset
against final treaty settlement

one with Ngai Tahu

Labour MP Mike Moore:
Claims the tribe has
been flicking on former
government properties
for huge profits.

However, Marshall says there
has beeén no rip off, and that the
provisions of the Public Works
Act, under which the properties
have been sold to Ngai Tahu,
have been followed to the letter.

He says the deals have been
done under section 42 of the
Public Works Act, which
provides for the Crown to sell
by private treaty, rather than
through public tender. Under the
private treaty procedure the
Crown obtains one, and
possibly two, independent
valuations, which fix the price
at which the property is sold.

In many instances there could
be a time lag of several months

’1-.3i1u
was in a position to come up
with development proposals that
xdded value to the property;
allowing it to on-sell at a profit.

Marshall said the Crown
wasn't in a position to add that
value itself, because it wasn't in
the property development
business.

Yaldhurst MP Margaret
Austin has also attacked Moore
for not doing his homework
over the allegations. She says
she was given the same
information handed to Moore,
but checked it out and found
nothing irregular. It's understood
both Moore and Austin were fed
information on the property
deals by a member of the
Wigram Airfield Development

negotiations between the two
parties broke down in 1994, and
it appears that the bulk of the
and sales stem from about that
time. Negotiations resumed in
June this year, and both sides
have expressed hope of a
settlement before the election.

Marshall says once
settlement has been achieved the
issue of the Crown's property
sales to Ngai Tahu and the terms
of those sales will "simply
disappear."

He agrees that effectively
Ngai Tahu has been using the
leverage provided by both the
land bank system and section
27B of the SOE Act, providing
for a memorial to be lodged on
the title of SOE land signalling
it could be claimed for future
treaty settlement, to make
money on the property market.

"They've had a go because of
the advantage that they've had
with the government's policy ...
it is correct to say they are able
to negotiate with the Crow
exclusively on the propertieg
they identify."

A key part of the equation
too, is the recruitment by the
Ngai Tahu Trust Board about 18
months ago of experienced
property developer Tony Sewell
to head the board's property unit
According to one local property
source, Sewell's role has bee
crucial in allowing Ngai Tahu to
package together development
deals and find the right buyers
for the properties.

It is largely because of Ngai
Tahu's decision to laun

w.\s\:.,lzmc:\ inlo boﬁ;‘c\‘\":’\\:\\g‘\;\;\n
retail mecca over the last two
years. Rather than lock the ex-
railways land in the land bank,
Ngai Tahu opted to act as the
developer of the properties.

In another deal Ngai Tahu
acted as a conduit on a
Moorhouse Ave property
formerly owned by Coal Corp.
The property had a section 27B
memorial lodged against the
title, Coal Corp wanted to sell
it, and the local power company
Southpower wanted to buy it as
the site for a new appliance
store. The deal was done with
Coal Corp selling to Ngai Tahu
for $2.3 million, who on-sold to
Southpower for $2.5 million
with the memorial removed
from the title.

e
Land title records show Ngai Tahu has bought and

sold several Crown properties on the same day,
apparently generating in some cases hundreds of

thousands of dollars profit.

Support Group, which bitterly
opposes Ngai Tahu's bid to buy
the former Wigram airforce base
in Christchurch. (T he
Independent, 9 August).
Marshall says once properties
are in the land bank they are
locked away from the market and
can't be bought by anyone else.
By selling to Ngai Tahu those
l"t\‘,‘m‘i':la'“\ are opened up for

further development.
He says there has been a
berate policy on the part of
oovernment. to enable Ngai
7 its own money (o
ties, given that until
iere has been "nothing
veen Ngai Tahu and
rown towards final

ement of the tribe's treaty

Coal Corp chairman David
Stock told The Independent this
week the corporation got fair
value for the property, taking
into account the effect of the
memorial on the title. He
recalled that two or three
valuations had been done before
the property was sold.

The 1995 Ngai Tahu Trust
Board annual report shows the
outcome of the tribe's property
dealing since 1994. The property
division generated a‘ound half
the tribe's total gross revenue in
1995, at $16.4 million;
compared with just $816,000 in

1994. Profit from the property
division was $2.2 million,
allowing the tribe to recoup
losses on other activities and
return a group profit of $1.7

million To PAGE 34




Crown for
reduced to
are spread over two
— 70 years
This possible limitation, hag
new rentals, and the prosp
ed bickering over la
to have deterred some fi
from bidding for the corpor
The recent Government decis
the Forestry Corporation to a Fletch-
er Challenge-led consortium for $2.03 bil-
lion was based on commercial reality.
The Government netted $1.6 billion
after repaying outstanding loans of $426
million, and underlined its philosophy
that there is no place for the State in
€0 al risk-taking with taxpayers’

The new owners are Fletcher Chal-
lenge (37.5 per cent), China International
ed by the Chinese Government

(37.5 per cent) and Brierley Investments
(25 per cent).

Through buying the corporation-
owned Kaingaroa forests, 26 per cent of
the country’s 1.47 million hectares of
planted production forests now come un-
der Fletcher Challenge Forests manage-
ment (it owned 14 per cent of the trees
beforehand).

Second is Carter Holt Harvey with 22
per cent, with a sharp drop to third-
placed Rayonier New Zealand on 7 per
cent.

However, the biggest owners of the
nation’s forests remain small growers,
who combined hold 27 per cent.

Politically there is opposition to the
deal, with an emotional cry to “save our
forests” by New Zealand First, which has
said that on vernment it
would buy back the resource for the
price paid.

Th liance hasn’t gone as far, but
does claim to have sufficient signatories
to a petition to force a non-binding na
tional referendum on the sale.

But the question is, the
Kaingaroa forests from what threat and
for what?

Planting of the vast forests began as
relief work programmes during the Great
Depression. They were always to be cut
and sold, and they are not native forests

The land on which the trees grow is
Crown land, les -year peri-
ods, for which the Forestry Corporation
paid about $20 million a ar in rent to
the State.

The conditions of the
replanting of all trees that are cut, so the
sale does not mean the land will be de
nuded of forest by a once-only rip-off. If
these conditions are
will be forfeit for the whole

becoming

save

1 St
€d 10r two .

leases zn'(glli!’t‘

ignored the leases
186,000 hect
ares of forests.
Objections to the
bic und
tion o
ar ( T
maj
fimber
finished woods products, i
While there are Chine:
I L 11

rtones becaus

he Chinese Govz« mmer
f But one New
rowing mark

an future more ¢

it made

» 'was ar-
e of the
the f the

trees over

Crown land leases.

In effect the corporation has been
future worth of the trees,
se in value
at half a per cent above the rate of infla-
tion, plus taking into account the cost of
money — 9 per cent in Forestry Corp’s
case.

The formula put the value of the forest
at $1.8 billion and, with processing as-
sets, brought the book value of the cor-
poration to $2.03 billion, the price paid
by the Fletcher-led consortium.

The Government argues that netting
$1.6 billion immediately, for the future
value of the trees, is a very good price.

Much of the opp on to the deal has
been § ated by the fear of job losses
at the Waipa mill, which has only recent-
ly managed to break even after decades
of running at substantial losses met by
the taxpayer.

The mill was not part of the original
deal when Forestry Corp was set up in
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® [f Maori land claims succeed,
licences to harvest trees would be-
come limited to 35 years.

® Sale nets Government $1.6
billion after repaying loans of $426
million.

® Fletcher Challenge now man-
26 per cent of production

tl

sold for the

which are assumed to inc

ages
forests.

® Chinese participation
popular in some quarters.

® Loan dictates full replanting
programme.

® Opposition to sale generated
by fear of job losses.

® Given the power, New Zea-
land First would buy b: the
corporation.

not

1990 and was virtually foisted on the
corporation by Tr ry. If the corpora-
tion hadn’t finally taken it over, the mill
would have been closed because it was
over-staffed and outdated.

Six years on, the Fletcher consortium
has refused to give guarantees to the 450
workforce at Waipa, but is planning to
invest $16 million in improvements at the
mill. It will worked harder in the
immediate future, but there is no assur-

be

ance about the lo

The mill

and a further $5

chemical
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%

dders

lasman Pulp and Paper Mill.

Forestry Corp’s statement of corpo-
intent showed it was capable of
paying the Government a dividend of
about million to $80 million a :
it did not invest in any further
processing.

To expand would have involved bor-
rowing, the repayments on wh and
depreciation would have sent costs sky-
rocketing. w plant would result in a
drop in profitably that could last five
years.

However, by selling for a net $1.6
billion, the Government is saving over
$140 million a year in interest payments
on foreign debt.

p was a risk venture and
alwe bosed to the fluctuations of
international pricing in a very competi-
tive bus Apart from the New Zea-
land climate in which trees grow
particularly fast, the corporation had r6
advantages. Government ownership ‘as
opposed to private ownership amounted
to nothing.

New Zealand First has indicated that
on becoming government it will buy back
the corporation for the $2.03 billion paid
by the consortium. To do so will require
borrowing at least $2 billion, which will
cost the taxpayer something like $165
million a year in interest payments be-
fore it can start to make a profit in a high-
risk international business.

The political argument against retak-
ing Kaingaroa is that this $165 million
will be unavailable for health and educa-
tion and other social needs.

What is also overlooked in the debate
is that the equivalent of a Kaingaroa for-
est, 168,000 hectares, is planted every
two years so a non-renewable resource
has not been sold off. This expansion is
being carried out by the private sector.

The sale to the Fletcher consortium
has shifted any potential bickering over
land ownership and lease rights to pri-
vate enterprise. (Fletchers are experi-
enced in this and also have Maori claims
over land they already crop for trees).

As long as the Crown continues to
own the land the licences remain at two
36-year terms — 70 years of rights to
grow and harvest trees for the whole
forest.

On the other hand if any Maori claim
succeeds — and they cover only sections
of the forests and therefore may inter-
rupt harvesting or access — the licences
will become limited to the life of the
trees, or 35 years.

The prospect of this difficulty is
known to have had some bearing on the
bids for Forestry Corp. Under these ecir-
cumstances the sale is seen in Govern-
ment quarters as a good deal because
there may be no security of tenure be-
yond 35 years.

Even if the corporation had continued
to own the forest, the value of it would
probably have depreciated every time a
Maori claim succeeded. It could not be
assumed that its value would continue to

climb

rate
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l'he sale has shifted that worry to the

private sector.
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In treaty
land deals

By BARRY CLARKE

GAI TAHU has been

making big profits on

property deals by buying

land from the Crown un-
der the terms of the Waitangi Tri-
bunal and then selling it to private
developers.

In one deal, the tribe bought a
parcel of land in Christchurch for
$540,000 and sold it the same day
to a property developer for
$820,000.

The area is now being subdi-
vided into residential sections.

In another deal, Ngai Tahu exer-
cised its right to buy a block of
surplus Coal Corporation land in
Christchurch when Southpower ex-
pressed an interest in the property.

Ngai Tahu bought the land from
the Crown for $2.3 million and
then sold it to Southpower on the
same day for $2.5m — a $200,000
profit. Both deals took place in
1994.

Ngai Tahu has claims on large
tracts of land in the South Island
and also has first option on buying
Crown land.

But Ngai Tahu Property Group
general manager Tony Sewell will
not say to what extent land is be-
ing sold or where the profits from
the sales go.

“It’s a private matter for the
Ngai Tahu family. It's a private
company and the way it operates is
its own business.”

But some Ngai Tahu are angry
at the use of a block of land ac-
quired by the company in Christ-
church.

ura Kaupapa School wanted to

Hfll’ Crown Tand '1r11'!(‘(="‘ to~ the

chool for n but the prop-

(rt\/ group mtcnds to subdivide it

into Tesidential sections and sell
them off.

The school caters for pupils
from age five. It is financed by the
state and is one of a number of
similar schools around New Zea-
land where only Maori is taught.

English is not allowed to be spo-
ken on school grounds.

Principal Kawhena Mathews
said a large proportion of pupils
and board of trustee members were
Ngai Tahu.

He said Mr Sewell had told the
school the land had been bought

""]/ 11151

solely for profit. “Ngai Tahu has
told us they could relocate us to
Wigram so we can expand there
but they’ve only said that after this
can of worms was opened.”

Ngai Tahu is negotiating with
the Crown and the Christchurch
City Council to buy the former
Wigram airbase.

Part of the development plan is
for a possible Maori secondary
school.

However, Mr Mathews said the
school was quite happy where it
was.

“We were quite happy to lease
part of the land next to the school
so if anything ever happened to the
school, it would revert back to
Ngai Tahu. When we put that to
them, we were told the matter was
closed.

“It is most disheartening for us.
In this case, they have put profits
before the education of our
people.”

But Mr Sewell said the school’s
anger was misplaced.

“The school is 100% owned by
the state. If they want more land,
why don’t they go to their owners,
the state. Why should Ngai Tahu
have to give land to the Crown?
I’m lost in their logic as to why
we should give them the land,” he
said.

Sid Ashton, chief executive of
the Ngai Tahu organisation, said a
major education facility was
planned for Wigram.

“There will be live-in accommo-
dation, gymnasium, pool, that sort
of thing. It will be our major thrust
into education. We have suggested
they could be relocated there,” he
sard.

He also defended the decision to
subdivide and said the school had
enough land of its own now if it
wanted to expand.

Meanwhile, controversy is build-
ing in Southland after revelations
Ngai Tahu plans to take over the
electricity company, -the Power
Company.

Mr Ashton confirmed a request
from the Government for the com-
pany’s assets was “top of its
agenda”.

Ngai Tahu argues the Power
Company is a state-owned asset so
that makes it available for settling
Maori land grievances.
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competition for aid from elsewhere around the world;
he condemning Solomons refusal for rejecting British
and Australian help to implement sustainable logging
and urged Fiji to end racial discrimination, dismissing

Fiji’s call for other countries not to meddle in its internal

affairs. {
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THE POLITICS OF PACIFIC LAND & PEOPLE.

Traditional Torres Strait visiting rights of Mabaduan
villagers in PNG were revoked after a riot broke out
during wedding festivities on Saibai Island in December
. . . Fasu landowners are threatening to close PNG’s only
‘producing oil field unless enough shares in it are.
transferred to a company they have established to sell
oil on the spot market; further talks are to be held . . .
——PNG hasanmiounced a new compensation package for
landowners affected by environmental damage from the
Porgera Goldmine . . . Police have arrested several
landowners protesting logging operations on Mono
Island in Solomons’ Western Province; the High Court
has ordered an end to the logging in the wake of the
dispute . . . NZ Treaty Negotiations Minister Doug
Graham has offered direct negotiations with Far North
ﬁTes over their $120 million claim which has been
"before i 1 Tri 0 . . . In the wake
of last year’s incidents, the NZ government held the
principal Waitangi Day observance in Wellington last
week; at Waitangi, where police clashed with 400 Maori
protesters demanding sovereignty and independence,
government representative DPM Don McKinnon says the
ceremonies may need to remain split until the turn of
the century; meantime former Labour PM Mike Moore
wants legislation which again would designate the
holiday as New Zealand Day . . . A South Korean firm
has reached a multi-million dollar agreement for a joint
~~ venture with a Maori tribe To harvest timber on their
~Traditional land . . . Fiji says it will sponsor an

a\gWelp indigenous Fijians learn how to grow
1gar-in order to take over sugar operations as Indian
and leases expire over the next few years . . . A
proposal to merge the Department of Hawaiian Home
Lands and the Office of Hawaiian Affairs is running into
opposition; the move would need a state constitutional
amendment . . . The premier of Western Australia’s
Liberal government says a Coalition federal government
would move to extinguish native title rights as the only
practical way to secure pastoral leases, an assertion
counter to what John Howard has said in recent months
. . . Aborigines have filed with the National Native Title
Tribunal Victoria’s largest claim, which includes vacant
crown land in two of Victoria’s largest towns, as well as

several rivers, forests and parks.
*kk




The Court was initially empowered to protect Samoan land

from internal and external interests. But by the, 1970s, the

major threat to these interests were the Samoans themselves,

often in collusion with foreign interests.

2 Powles 1990:125.
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