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COURSE SE 103

UNIT 7: LOCAL LAND AND FREIGN MONEYs A HISTORY OF
THE RELATIONS BETWEEN PACIFIC ISLANDS
LAND OWNERS AND FOREIN INVESTORS,

Logsolava Coconut Plantation

Gaua Banks.,

Tosolava coconut plantation is situated on the island of Gsua in the Be=nks.

Puring the time of the white man's control, the plentation wrs owned by the well
known French Compeny, C.F.N.H. Before independence this plantrtion wrs totally
administered by the Company. |n 1980, when the Government decided to heve

all the land held by the foreigners to return to the native people of Venuatu,

this particular plantation was returned to the Custom owners. The main differences
here in regerd with the uses of the land is that during the C.F.N.H's control over
the land the native did not receive any lease or any forms of payments or rewards of
using the land. Every . Cattle raised and other agricultural products made was
totally for the company. The control over the land involved the . strong actions
like cheasing human with Guns from the plantation created bad atmosphere in the area.

The village is just a short distence away from the plantation.

During the Company's control over the area, there were a lot of cattle and the plant
was well menaged. The Company had working Machines like trucks and tractor to help

ny C.7.N.H's Men-ger,
make the work mu:n easier, Since it was managgj/ itself, there wa§ga regular shipping

by the C.F.N.H's trading boats to collect produce being made.

Since independence, the plantation went back to the owners of land right. The plan-
tation §s being managed by another person, who is not the owner of land right but

has some skills in doing both, working in the plantation and doing accounting. At

the moment being the manager, he employs people who have the land right and 2t every
leasing dete, he leases the land. The main changes in here is that »t the moment there
is no limitation on the bound . Pedple who claim custom lend right there,esre free to
collect wild fruits and fish on the reef when they went to. The person who lesses the
land only has full righ® to collect dried coconuts end ferm or rsise cattle on the

land. Though, it is being operated on the village scale of agriculture the end products

have proved useful to those need employments on the village scele,




In comparation, with the good working tools which led to proper management of
plantation, every trip the @ompany made about 75 tons of copra. Today due to poor

tools which leads to poor management, the products of the plantation has dropped

considerably low.

Aquiring Right To Use The Land.

———

One of my old relatives is ¢1so one of the custom owners of land Bight on this
plantation., According to him, C.F.N.H. bought thrt piece of lend with en o0ld style

of axe and a cmaﬁy pipe givem to the head chief. Much of the taking away oﬁkgagii¢uﬁbﬁ
righl was made by force and once the French men acted strongly to get the lend had no
choice of preventing them,while on the business of having the land return to the real
natives of Gaua, they forcefully by words ordered C.F.N.H. Company in accordence wifh

o lealX
the law:- the area with all its tools and houses pulled down. Cattle wes also re-

ad
moved with fencesi: » The areéﬁleft with coconut trees alone and the bushes
|

grew tall until in 1981 when one of the Merelava people living on Gaua decided to

clean the land. Today on the leasing scheme the Losalava plantation is being reoperated.

The product of the re~establishment on the managerial level of the plantation is begin-
N CWmAR

ing to improve. As briefly mentioned above, at the Aost unemployed people go there to

find temporary employment.

Analysing the main changes.

Like other plantations, this p&LP of land was bought for & low price.

The control over this plantation wrs always appearing in a force exercises where

workers found no freedor ~= they were made to observe every time of work,

The workers worked hard regardless of low s-laries and poor qualities of food and

accommondation.

The whiteman had machines to help developed the land quickly rnd the arer wes much

cleaner then.

The plantation manager also traded, He had the shon #nd he serviced the people of

Gaua, Merig and Merelava,

The manager kept proper accounting of the operation,




The practices now.

The Ieasing procedure is being followed.

People who claim Custom right in the land have right to eveluate the present

Manager's deals with them on the land
Owners of land right have right to collect wild fruits and fish on the reef.

The_plantation is now less productive due to poor working tools,

The new manager has less money to improve the land,

The plantation h~s also been demazed by the Cyclons where it lost hundreds of

eoconut trees,

Transport limitation also slowsdown the speed of service.,

By Comparing the two lists, the main changes in relations between foregn persons and
local land holder. from the time of first contact to the present day are being
identified and the outcome could easily be evaluated. Th&hgh evaluation people .

now relize that their land was sellishly used before. Most income was not shared with

the owners of land right. All the profits went into the foreigner's pockets. This, in

Comparation of today's uses of land, the people owning the right for-see the need for
the return of their land. During the Buropeans's first contact, the value of the axe
and the cl@ary pipe meant something great to the people of the area., Through long
slow dewlopments, people eventually s@&’ the differences and urged the white

Frenchmen to leave as they were doing nothing to the people of the Losalava area.
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UNIT 9 COURSE S.E. 103 « PRINCIPLES AND PROBLEMS OF LAND TENURE,

SETTING DISPUTES AND DECIDING BOURARIES: LAND COURTS AND COMMISSIONS.

The Cemposition of Merelave Lands comnmissions er Land @ourts.

Merelava land commission is still tollowing its traditional system eof
erganizing and dezling with patters relating te land disputes.Until now the com-
mission due to its shallow understanding et the .mswly éfficial Bill fer the land

o§ T N e ——
Refténfe Act Ne 15 of 1982 continues with its traditional way,settliing lend disputes

S g N

a3 mentioned zbeve,

Ne ef people in the Cemmission,

There are 13 peeople in the commission.A chairman and a Vice chairman, =

Secretary and 10 assessers, 2, representingfﬂuﬁrvillage.These people were selected

on the criteria thet they do understand seme traditional knowledge on : land and
that they could better sssess the diff'erences on the land disputes when there are
&Lwi_{§ULuL 817$Xi&vv -

some. Fermally they d4e not have any form okou»h#y %,unyﬁnAd.Because of this,

sometimes they experience diffkeulties in setting disputes between people whe are

more knowledgable than them,

Werking Precedure,

Land Courts sre held in the Nagamal (tradition meeting house).Ulually .
when there is land problem, the case is brought te the commissioners 2 weeks bg -

fers the meeting dete is decided for the hearing,

The ides feor presenting the case 2 weeks before the actual hearing, is to




. A o~ A<
/' allew enough . time, for the assesers to skudy the case,In the event where

the assesers themselves are unsure of themselves, usually they consull“ether peeple
in the village;to get more directives and usually the old peeple in the villages

e
are,K enes invelved.Cegsting dees not invelve though assessers sometimes need food

at lunch er for supper depending on how long the court last.,The feod is €8® pre &

pared by the winning side of the people involed in the disputes,

Causes Of The Disputes,

Most disputes arise because of misunderstanding,Tradidienal system

of recerding land boundries and how land transfers were made by grand parents leng
agoy are kept by er in human memory.This semetimes can be misleading because of the

faet that, sometimes 2 or 3 different peeple could claim in accordance with 2 er
3 different advice given by different peeple.Below is a cas® study of the same

nature of problem (land dispute)

Oscer Wilson and Anna Parten are having land dispute ever a piece
of land mamed Adem,Oscar Wilson's father Wilson RKon bought the land right from
and Hun anar

the ewner of the Custom land right, w® Peter Ves3o.While Peter Vesle was,Jlglvbtg
‘ C&;Jk~gb\nqskuﬂir

death in his sickness, Anna's father cad2d for Peter.At hisjarranged for his fur -
§A0
neral and fed peopleAgarthered foer his férneral,Before he actually breathed off

his last, he made the will that Anna's father was to own the land right ef Adom

piece of land,

Accerdingly at his death traditional feest @888 in which feod
it

made in his respect, Anndakilladpigs and gave Customar y money teo

was

Peter Velos’re

latives ( brethers and Sisters) as a sign of respect and paying for the land right



given,The relatives ef the dead persen, witnessed that,the custom ceremony was

made in accerdence with the traditienal methdd, - of aquiring land right

and that Anna's futher was to be the ewher of land right in the new lam& right

transfero

Problem Witk The Land Transfer,

Kkt the moment 2 different families are e¢laiming the land right.Oscar

Wilsen, traditionally he is reealling what his father did to acquire the land right
/

whill’ on the ether hand Anna is feing the same,The person whom these . land

,{\m ]

right were t:k:nAis dead.Beth Custemary performances were verbally with -

nessed te be aceepteble.Both of them ¥ave the rights and the dispute is in the

middle.Anng reelaims her father's expenditures and ether human zoeial invest -

0
ment but Osear would et respond te her request §6 he believes he, has the QmmAc[

right « ° -pBecause of this shtuatien the dispute over this Eﬂhwi- ig still un -

sett led9

I think % of the land disputes en Merelava is caused by  the. pre -

blems of this naturey,Others are ceused b% @B ether factors, like limited know -

ledge of land transfers A 2T By

Main DiffésuX¥ties Facing The Functien Of The “ourt,

The main difficulties facing the court i the fact that the cem -

missioners de not have othe clear view en the roles they are playing.Most of

them, de net know much about the fermal ways eof dealing with the land.Mest of

the times their judgement gecs off the point because their



Understanding en the Vanuatu Censtitutien is very limited and that, this dees net

aS,
de.Some members operate on what ¥ term, One tok

mateh with @h@ what they want te
- system\‘(t‘avaorisims)osometines they ge one sided when QUO@EBEG judging the

disputes . Many peeple when feel unsatisfied reffer their casesto the District Magis =

terate im Sante,

Te improve frém these poor | stages it would be geod that the whelé€
a Q\\mm\nﬁu %\\,\min?

S hare _P;;MS,\be deselved and restructured en seme special Crminse sthat would make the

.Ommiss.ion funetion well.Secondly these people should be given kind ef training that

would enlight them in their werk.Finally the traditional land law and the Ceverm -

ment land law sheuld be intergrate in erder to create a land system of dealing

with land disputes in the islands and 4 ﬁq—&« &% L{xiw% ‘{t\f,-), B paaw Q,Qﬁw"%
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THE COMPOSITION OF MERELAVA LAND COMMISSION OR LAND OBURTS

1 CHAIRMAN

1 VICE CHAIRMAN 1 SECRETARY

10 VILLAGE COMMISSIONERS
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