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I'he cross-cultural and cross-disciplinary

study of personal names is one of the

most | lising endeavours in the fields

of history, social anthropology, sociolo-
gy a guistics. It holds the key to a
number of important issues, including
th finition of personal identities, the
position of the individual in society, reli-
gious and cosmological representations,
social change, gender and history. In
Asia, a great variety of personal naming
systems are present. Each bears on the
way society defines personal and social
identity. The colonial period and subse-
quent pressures of globalization are
reflected in various systems of naming,
typically intended to combine some link
with indigenous practice (tenuous in
some colonial cases), ethnic identifica-
tion, legibility to government, and utility

within a globalising system.
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ATIU - RELEVANT STATISTICS AS AT 1959,

In Tengatangi
district

Number of high chiefs (ariki)

Number of chiefs (mataiapo)

Number of lesser chiefs (rangatira) 12
Number of households 45
Number of adult males 46

Total population 252

Total land area 1075
. : acres

Number of districts :
Number of tapere (subdistricts) 4
Number of sections of land

(as determined by Native Land

Court) 110

Total number of rights held in above
sections 6237

Total number of rightholders 1000 (approx)

Average number of rightholders
per section 80

Average number of sections in which
rights are held by individuals
living in Tengatangi 6 (approx)

In the whole

islanc

3
about 30
about 80

T
about 25

(approx)
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A Century of Change in a Land Tenure System

(a) Introductory:

This paper makes an attempt to determine the najor features of the
indigenous land tenure system of the island of Atiu and to trace the changes
which have taken place in the systen since contact with European culture,

tiu is the third largest island in the Cook Group, but is only ten
square miles in area, It is roughly circular in outline and has a unifom
pattern of configuration and soil types. From the fringing reef which
encircles the island, cliffs of upraised coral stand about £ifty feet high,
and form the edge of a very rocky plateau of about half a mile wide, n
the inner edge of the plateau is a slight depression, nuch of which is
perrianent swanp, Water from the swamps drains out to the sea underneath
the coastal plateau, Inland of the swampy area the ground rises in slopes
of varying steepness to a systen of flat-topped ridges which radiate out
from the centre of the island,

Each of the physical features outlined is associated with a particular
coil type, lMlost of the coastal plateau is covered with coral rock, with
frequent outcrops of limestone rising to @ height of twenty feet or more,
Pockets of soil are found throughout thigs area, and in them coconuts and
other trees grow well; but transport is difficult and agriculture virtually
imposgsible, The depression just inland of the plateau contains the most
fertile soil on the igland, The swanps are ideally suited to taro, which
is the staple food crop, and the dry land (though less than 2 square miles
in area) is fertile and suitable for agriculture,

The gentler inland slopes, while not particularly fertile, are suitable
for some crops; but the steeper slopes are badly eroded and infertile, and
support little but staghorn fern, The flat-topped central ridges have very
poor soil -~ in fact the poorest soil in the Lower Cook Group, It is
characterised by stunted fern, odd guava bushes, and scattered ironwood trees,

Little is known of the initial settlement of the island apart from the
names of the founding ancestors, but genealogical evidence suggests that it
probably took place about the 13th century A.D, During the 16th century a
second group of immigrants arrived and established themselves on the island,
After chronic warfare over a number of years the original settlers were
defeated, and the survivors took shelter in caves on the coral plateau,

The victorious party then created geven titles, known as mataiapo, and
each title holder wasc made responcible for one of the seven districts into
which the igsland wags divided, The titleholders lived in their respective
districts and are said to have been the heads of the seven related descent
groups which combined to defeat the earlier settlers, The first of these
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' 4 mataiapo titles fell to Tearai, the warrior who had led and organised the
conquest, While the mataiapo titles are all ctated to have been of equal
rank, and all are caid to have been conferred at one time, they are invariably
listed in the same order with Tearai's title first, He himself left the
island soon aftervards, on an expedition from which he never returned and his
title passed to hic younger brother,

These seven mataiapo were intended to form a governing body for the
island, and their meeting place was the Arangirea marae, In the course of
time, however, two factions developed within them - the three Northern
Districts forming one faction and the four Southern ones another.

About 176C, following an unsuccessful attempt by the descendants of the
original settlersc to regain control of the and, the victors elevated the
holder of the senior mataiapo title to the new paramount rank of ariki or
high chief, He was given the title name of llgamaru,

There was some resistance to this creation of 2 single paramount title,
and within a year thereafter the people of the Tengatangi district, supported
by the other two illorthera districts, elevated their mataiapo also to the rank
of ariki, giving him the title name of Rongomatane. In order to forestall

a division in the party, Ngamaru Ariki agrezd to the creation of this second
ariki title, but on the understanding that the two arikis would co-operate

in the governing of the island, Tengatangi and the two districts which
supported it viere to come under the Rongomatane Ariki title and the other
four under the ilgameru title,

In order to cement the two groups together a unique arrangement was made
whereby further mataiapo were created, each being made responsible to one or
other of the ariki, The distribution of allegiance vias made such that each
of the two ariki hac at least one matziapo in every district on the island,

By this process it was hoped that the aspirations of the two arikis could

be contained, and that the natural tendzsncy t2 split would be avoided,

Y

allegiances remainc today, and on tribal occasions each
nataiapo works under the ariki €0 whom he wags attached by this allocation,
In parochial affairs, however, he supports and works with his own village
and district,

These lesser netaiapo (vho have never achieved the standin
original seven) viere each allotted particular portions of the di
and accordingly many sections of land are associated through the
with a high chief octher than the one residing in o alriioniag

g of the
strict lands,
ir nataiapo
digtrict,

Several years later one 0f the districts coning under Tsngatangi's
ariki title elevated its senior mataiapo to the rank of ariki, making a total
of three titles of this class on the island, It should be noted that the
three arikis viere related and that all were menmbers 3I the party which had
achiesved dominance over the icland,
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Below the ariki and the mataiapo in the rank hierarchy were the
rangatira, each of wvhom was the head of a particular segnment of the lineage
of hig chief, Just when rangatira titles vere first recognised is not
knowm, though in traditional historiecs they predate the creation of the
ariki titles, As with other categories of rank titles each rangatira was
asgociated with a defined portion or portions of land, Every title-holder
was the head of a major or minor lineage,

In the year 1777, not many years after the three ariki titles had been
created, Captain Cook discovered the igland and cpent several days there,
His description and names of the three arikis confirms the information given
by the Atiuans to later visitors from the beginning of last century to the
present day,

The chiefly structure outlined has been comparatively little modified
in forn during the past two hundred years, though there have been considerable
changes in its functions, The same three ariki titles rcmain today,
together with the same four senior mataiapo who with the ariki constituted

the "council of seven" vwho were responsible for inmportant affairs on the
island,

While the seniority of the three ariki titles ic always given in the
order in which they were created, the relative strength of the encumbents
has varied congsiderably, The three families have intermarried frequently -
in fact the ideal marriage of a gsenior member of the ariki family has
alwvays been with a nmember of another ariki family, Consequently, today,
two of the titles are held by brothers and the third is held by their
gister?'s son,

(b) The Indigenous Iand Tenure System:

From now on we will look nore particularly at Tengatangi, the village
and disctrict in which field work was carried out, Tradition states that
prior to the creation of the ariki titles the district of Tengatangl was
divided into four tapere or subdistricts, each of which was owned and
occupied by a separate lineage, By the time of firsot Europsan contact,
however, some of these lineages had gsplit, and had subdivided the lands
of the tapere among then,

Bach tapere was based on a valley, and the whole dictrict (like all
other districts on the island) constituted a system of contiguous valleys,
Taro was groun on the swanpy valley floor and other crops on the lower
gslopes ricing from the swamps, It was here on the lower slopes, just
above the valley floor that the people lived, Their house sites viere
levelled by digging back into the hillscide and using the goil to extend
the cite forwvard, Thege houge platiorns are gtill readily discernible,
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claimed, and particularly with larse families, planting lands were appor-
tioned to various sectiong of the family,

Under native custom one did not acquire rights through women except
in the event of uxorilocal marriage, when there were no> male heirs, or

vhen other abnormal circumstances arose, In the 35 blocks of land in
Tengatangi to which claims vere traced through women, 9 were instances of
wxorilocal marriage, 4 vere instances of women having icsue but nao
recognised husbands, 21 yere ca 2L there being no agnatic male heir,
and the last one was a case in which there viere agnatic male heirs but
they had left the island and were living elsewvhere,

All claims to land in the district were traceable to a cingle male
ancestor, with but one exception, In this exceptional case, the source
of the land was a female some three gencrations back from the claiments,
She was quite pPossibly the sole issue of an earlier male ancestor but my
information on the point is incomplete,

Informants statements and evidence given to the Court show that the
retention of land rights under native custom required acts of uce, Unless
rights vere exercised they lapsed, or in Atiuan terms they became "cool",
There was no fixed perisd of non-use before rights were considered ts be
completely extinguished, the actual time for any particular case being
deteriined by the exercise of rights by other rightholders, the need for
land, and the status of the parties concerned,

Within the lineage group, the rights of component families and
individuals vere determined by fanily agrecnent, Although meetings are
Still held to determine which branches of the family will occupy which
lands, Atiuans claim that the decisiom takea are not adhered to ag
faithfully as formerly, Such meetinzs may be called by a dying title-
holder who wishes to settle the distribution of lands before his death,
at an adoption, or at a meeting called expressly for the purpose of
allocating 1land,

Thece arrangements set the pattern for future land use, Each party
and its isgue logt its rights to use the land allocated to the other parties,
though they could be reinstated by a further agreenent or by the occupying
party dying out, in wvhich case the reversionary rights of the other party
could be exercised,

“n the rocky coastal platcau lands verc not subdivided to the sane
degree, and large groups of reclatives used large tracts of this area in
commnon, Particular portions vierc in gome cases out out for use by
particular families, but in general the whole of each tapers held its
coagtal plateau land in comnon, This is still the case today,
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Adoptees did not acquire rights to all the lands of their adopting
parents, but nerely to such lands Ao viere gpecifically scet aside for then
(ugually one piece of taro land and one piece of dry land), In go far
as land vas concerned a child wag invariably adopted by only one of the
tvo adopting parents, VWhat rights he retained in his born lineage @re
not certain and informants gave varying views, come clainming that a person
adopted out could not return vithout the permission of the fanily, and
others stating that he had the right to return at any tine,

Banishnent of an offender and the plundering of his property vias a
recognised fornm of punishnent in Atiu, Transgresgors vere sonetines put
to sea in old canoes, and gonetines chased out of their hone tapere, or
fled vhen punishnent wags Inninent, Such refugees vere terned ftanaiti
peke', and according to infornmants and to higtorical accounts they were
nuch in demand, The chief who gave them asylun gained in prestige and.
acquired the refugee as a personal gserf attached to his hougehold,

Only chiefs could take in such strangers, and sone informants maintz fned
that the approval of the high chief was required, Refugees loct all rights
in their born lands, but it was not ncommon for the hosto who granted then
asylun to allot then certain lands for the use of thenselves and their issue,
There is one old man in Tengatangi village today who was banished fron his
hone village where he had been heir to a title, He gave outstanding
service to the high chief who gave hin shelter, and wac given a title and
sone land in recognition of his efforts,

In goue cages of rarriagec involving parties of high rank, a portion
of land was given to the bride by her fanily ag a 'marriage portion', The
husbhand gained no rights in thios land, and it pagsed to the children of the
couple, or in the event of there being no children, reverted by escheat
to the donor fanmily,

A5 to the matter of land use, informants maintain that in the pre-
contact era one used land only in the tapere of residence, They clain
not only that the use of land in nore than one tapere is z post~-contact
phenonenon, but also that it is one of couparatively recent origin, The
evidence on land use at the pregent tine lends support to this view,

(c) External Precgures and Internal Changes:

The first Ewropeans known to have landed on Atiu after Cook wvere
nisgionaries who iimediately set about bringing the people together fron
their scattered hanmlets to a single centre vhere they could be given religioug
instruction as a group, away from the environnent of their heathen religious
practices,
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It was noted carlier that a party of nigrants gained political
ascendancy over the whole island, and that the three high chiefs vere all
menbers of thigs party. The high chief of Tengatangl district, who had
Just returned from leading a successful attack on the two neighbouring
islands, wac the fTirgt Atiuvan contacted by the nicsionaries, e accepted
the ney religion whalehoartcdly and very coon perguaded his relatives who
held the other high titles to do likewise, The whole population owed
allegiance to one or other of these titleholders and the almost unaninous
and ingtantaneous acceptance of the new faith led the niscionaries to
congider Atiu to be a3 true gent in the Crown of the Lord,

All districts on the island meet on the central ridge and it was
decided that the new setilement would be built in this area, In fact each
district built itg village on its own lands on one of the ridges radiating
out from the central point where the church wag built, The only exceptim
to this pattern was the cane of the three Southern districts which combined
to forn a single village,

This was the first tine that all the people of any one district had
lived together as well ag the first tine thot the whole population had
lived in contiguouc villages, Initially the people of each subdistrict
occupiad a particular section vwithin the new village, The previous owners
of the land on which the village was built agreed that each fanily be given
a house site for itself and ite issue for so long ag they cared to remain,
but that in the event of their dying out or moving avay the land would
revert to its original ovuners, lio paynent or compensation of any kind
vas nade,

Thic inland village was without water and was located on infertile
land, The people therefore retained their houses on the planting lands,
The practice than began of having one house in the village and another
near the gardeng, and this practice remains today,

The fact of 21l the people coning together in one settlenent with
their high chief, combined with his role as nediator between the nission
and the people, wac conducive to an increase in the pover of the high
chiefs, This was further enhaaced by the fact that vhereas previously
each titleholder lived on the londs of the title, now 2ll lived in the
village away fron their lands, and it becane nore feasible for a person
to hold a title in a subdistrict other than Als o, Such titles wvere

»

often acquired by close relatives »f the high chief,

With the arrival of the nissionarie: acquisition of land by conquest
o

ceagced, Polygany vias stopped, and e with more than one wife vers
required to set the others aside, 3y returned, with their issue, to
their bora lineages, {10 person in Tengatangi today clains land fronm any
of the rejected wives, and this ig consistent with informants statenments to
the effect that they returned %o Jjoin the households of their fathers or
brothers,
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alected by hin, 18 2 lanent gave the high chiefs new sources of
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prestige, revenue and povel 3y now, they were living in well 1 nished,

ha ot % -

tvo-storied nansic > B 34T ;asign, while the rest o5 the population
renained in

About this tine, ilgarn ne of the high chiefs of the island,
began export p: ti on a large scale, enploying his tribal followers
labour, i tici ntinued by some 9f his successors, sone
gshom 2lso X agents porting companies in Rarotonga, 1In
he ¢ hag » trading | n behall of the islaiud and organised
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the production of copra and arrowroot to pay for it, For eleven years this
vessel plied between the Cook Islands and Tzhiti, and had 2 virtual nonopoly
of the Atiu trade, ilgamaru, who controlled the shipping enterprise, spent
much of his time in Rarotonga with his wife, who vas a high chief of that
island ag well as being head of the Federal Govermnment, The Atiuangs were
frequently required to load the ship with pigs and other food suppliec to
gend to their chief in Rarotonga, Ris requests increased with the pagsage
of tine, until in later years people found then alnost intolerable, When

he died in 19C3 they beached the ship with great cerenony and burned her to
& cinder,

o other chief of Atiu, either before or after, achieved such power
over the island and the latter half of the nineteenth century isc gstill
referred to by the Atiuans as the time of the 'mana ariki® - or povier of
the high chiefs, During this period, they say, the high chiefs were little
influenced by their subordinates in the rank hierarchy, and freely deposed
titleholders who did not obey their orderc, They claim that the high
chiefs usurped all power over the lands, and Land Court evidence doeg
indicate that some arbitrary allocations were in fact nade,

By the turn of the century, at least one title in each of the tapere
of Tengatangi was held by a nmember of the high chief?s extended fanily,
VWhen the senior branch of that fonily died out in 1911, there wag
considerable dispute as to who should take the title, {ne factor which
helped the successful contender was his pronise that he would "sive back
the peoplet's lands", Informants say that this "siving back" referred to
the fact that during the previous half century the high chiefs had asguned
control over all unoccupied lands, and had also assuned considerable authority
over occupied lands, These povers, they say, were to be relaxed, and the
lineages vere again to resune control of their respective lands, While
the power of the high chief does appear to have increased during the nine-
teenth century in respect to lands in his district, it should be nade clear
that even in precontact times he had sone rights in these landg, Thegse
included rights to demcnd produce for district cerenonies and to prohibit
the use of land or crops for certain periods in order to reserve supplies
of food,

(d) Effects of Annexation:

Hew Zecland annexed the Cook Islands in 19C1, The adninistration
of the Group wags nade the responsibility of the Department of Custons and
Trade as the notiveg for acquiring the territory were predoninantly
commercial, The new adninistration created a Lond Court based on the
Maori Land Court of lew Zealand, and the Judge who presided over itg first
geven years of operation had been a Judge of thaot Court, There was thig
difference hovever, that ags Judge of the Cook Islands Land Court he was zlgo
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Resident Commissioner of 4he Group and ag such held very considerable
financial, administrative and other powers, His two najor commitnents
vere 1o increase production and to prepare the way for Buropean settlers,
The Land Court wag designed to facilitate both these aing,

g the fi -€Vi years of its operations the Court held geveral
short gittings at A -0 gettle land disputes, to deternine title to
Church lands, and pbroclain public roads, Though it wasc intended that
title to all lands on the island be investigated, the Court wag fully
occupied on other islands until 19C9 vhen the Resident Cormiszioner who
had establisched it retired, Later Begidents did not share his enthusiasn
for Land Court work, and the Court did not git in Atiu again until 1919,
and then only to settle 2 fev outstanding disputes and to investigate the
ovinerchip of some village housegites, It was not until 1952 that the
bulk of the lands vere investigated and titles isgued,

The legislation which egstablished the Land Court made several changes
in land custon, It had been customary for a Titleholder who was dying to
call 2 meeting of hig lineage and express his wishes as to the occupation
of the lands after hig death, and although such wishes had to be ratified
by the assenbled group, they constituted a2 means of regular readjustnent
of rights to neet curreat heeds, Such wills vere prohibited by the newy
law, 80 was any forn of gift, including marriage portions, The creation
of new titles wag precluded, The practice of the previous Federal
Government in forbidding the sale of land was confirned,

In conjunction with the Court investigation in 1952, all lands in
the district were surveyed, boundaries were fixed, and accurate plans were
dravn, The Court was required by the legislation to deternine ownership
in accordance with "ancient native custon, The Court used three different
principles in dealing with the three najor categories of land, As there
vere no villages before the advent of the Buropeans, the Court worked on
the assunption that no ancient custon exigted in relation to village lands,
and generally awvarded only ©o those persong actually resident on the
particular section, irrespective of the origin or nature of their right,
The descendants of the nrecontact owners of the village landg voluntarily
wived their clzaims to either title op conmpensation,

Taro gardens are generally very small and often intensively cultivated,
The Court advised people to nininise the nunber °f claimants to thege lands,
Rights by blood had to be reinforced by recent usage before the Court
would make an award,

recognised the claims of a nuch wider
tive of use in the last two generationg or
nore, provided a blood right could be traced %o the recognised ovning

ancestor, cther factors were of course, recognised in special cagses,




Though the political and Judicial powers of the high chiefs wvere
considerably reduced after amnexation, and their povers over land vere

challenged by the existence of a Court which (in the early years at leagt)
publicly announced that chiefly powers over land were to be nullified, it
Was not until the Court Sitiing of 1952 that these povers in fact becane void,

acquired rights in nore land, and in
connmoners, The average number of
re licted sepa rately for cormoners,
chiefu ther than e of 1t iki fanily, nd finally the four chiefs
wha ‘are nernbe iki far it ic apparent from a study of
the Court, t were it not for the Court investigation,

the rel tl oportions of land held by nembers of the arili fonily would have
beenr even

The average cormoner today hag ri in 2,96 plots of land in the
tapere to which he adheres, 2,76 plots in the other three tapere in the
district, and 4,8 plots in all other districts on the island, The average
chief (excluding those of +he ariki family) has 2,73 plots in the tapere
t2 which he adheres, 2,27 plots in the other three tapere in the dis trict,
and 2,32 plots in 2ll other districts, This is nuch the sane proportion
as for commoners, and though it indicates that those chiefs haye slightly
fewer plots of land than the average corno oner, the situation is reversed
if commoners who adhere to the ariki fanily are excluded,

The aver ol: titleholders of the ariki fanily is 5,25
plots in the A whi ach adheres, 11,25 plots in the other three
chere of ths digtrict a: 2¢75 plots in all other digtricts on the island,

To what extent did the Cowrt in fact avard in accordance with ancient
native cugton, and to what extent has the action of the Court facilitated
increased production and Security of tenure the tuo policy aims of the post-
vwar period?

It was shown earlier, from a study of claing preseated to the Court,
that the most cormon indigenous Zform of gucceszion was by descent fronm the
parent in vhose lineage one resided, and only in ax tceptiomal cases did
rights pass through fenales, In deternining original title hovever,

the Court included fem,,leu equally with males in its avards (in accordance
with a practice it has followed since its inception in 19C2), In

deternining succession to deceased ovners, the Cowrt is again required to

4o 8o according to custon (% though the gane legislation ;orbidu wills and gifts
which wvere in zccordance with customn) but in faect it grants title to a1l
descendants of the previous rightholder, Thig is not in accordance vith
custon, ags it rncluceu allocations hy family agreenent ag viell ags the
hiving off of fenclegs who marry out, of absentees, and of adoptees; and
accordingly results in the awilber of rightholders increa sing each generation
in geonetric pra”reu31on.7

1, Vhi 4 2nd ¢ . previously “ecaﬁniﬂed Sone selective criteria in
i i it has for the past decade been forced by a decision

to ignore such crite eriz,
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While the effects of such 2 systen have not yet been gseriously felt in Atiu
Jhere original title heo 859 recently been determined, they are apparent 1in

Rarotonga where the Sycsten has been in operation for half a centwry with

the result that nany a hougsesite has several hundred people with legal

rights to it, In Atiu the average gsection of planting land is 6 acres in

area, and following the Court invegstigations an average of 80 pergons hold
ights in it,

Mosct of the rights acquired in other tapere and other districts were
acquired by the operation of the Court, which generally gave equal rights
to all descendants of the individual naned as the "gource" (vhether in the
tale or female line and yhether living on the island or not), Thig, ag
has been shown, was nst in accordance with native custon, The Court
generally awards full rights to adoptees in their born families as well as
such rights as the adopting fanily wishes to give then, Hovever, nany
Atiuvans consider that this action is not in accordance with their custon,
though evidence on the point is lacking,

The Court is adnittedly hampered in conforning to native custon in
that the legislation pernits it to grant only one class of right - nanely
a freehold order, It ghould be noted that the tern frechold order as
used by the legislation very different connotation from freshold
in its accepted English se: for among other things an islander with a
"freehold" title cannot ell, will or othervise dispose of land, Under
indigenous custon there were nany different categories of rights depending
m}wamhmeaftmﬁroﬁgkx-ﬂmﬁwrthq&xwhsorfmmms,mwﬂwr
by blood or adoption, whether by descent or by gift and gso on, They also
varied in accordance with the nature of the right conferred - whether it
was a right to plant or nerely to collect wild fruits, whether a right to
use or merely to participate in decisions about the land, vhether a right
to inherit or to receive tribute fron the land in question, The Court
was required to deternine whether or not a person had a right and if so
to avard that person a freehold interest, . This necessitated the Court's
mking a value judgenment to decide, among the nany individuals who had
rights of one form or another, which of then it would recognisce, Thoge
whoge rights were recognised had then ctandardized by the Court into
"freehold" rights, irrespective of their nature under custon, Thig
standardization wags not without advantage, for a congiderable anount of
dispute had previously existed duc %o the nultiplicity of rights held in
any portion of land,

It could be argued that in awarding to females the Court was merely
recognising that women did have certain rights, aand that though thegse
rights were of a very different order fron thogse held by malesc, the Court
was not empovered to recognise such distinctiong, If this were go hovever,
it would be corrected in avarding guccession, (for the children of women
who married out would not be entitled under nornal circunstances to succeed)
but in fact this has not happened,
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There is no provision for avarding to lineages or other groups, though
there is provision for avarding to chiefs, such lands as belong t5 then by
virtue of their office, Thisg latter provision applies only to the marae

or sacred ground, and other very snall areas,

A oot gerious error of the Court, which is not imposed on it by
the legislation, 18 its practice of awarding to persons irrespective of
their lineage affiliation, Under native custon land belonged to a defined
gsocial group, with a defined leadership systen, though the nemberschip of
the group was subject to variation, The Court practice has resulted in
each pieco of land being tied to an evor-increaging number of individuals
who are not organized into any systcen of leadership, and without any
provision for transfer or adjustnent to suit particular needs, Under
custon, land rights were held by nenbers of a single social group,

Informants say that it was "proper", in precontact tines, for
commoners to marry within their oun districts, but that this custon has
long since ceased to apply, it was only the holders of titles, they
clain, vho ideally took wives fron other districts, Hovever, there is
no evidence available on the point and present day marriages show no
Significant difference in thig respect between chiefs and cormoners,

Today, most men marry wonen from digtricts other than their own, Of
the 35 marriages in this district today, in 26 cases the spouse is fron
another district or another igsland, and in the other nine cagses both husband
and wife are fron Tengatangi,l If, under native custon, land rights were
inherited equally from both parents, then the rights of most individuzls
would be spread fairly evenly throughout the island, but this is not so,

As with land ownership, 5o with land use, ths titled fanilies
(particularly thogse belonging to the ariki fanily) tend to spread over a
Wwider range of taperes and districts, Cf the 25 commoner houscholds in
Tengatangi,” 21 grow all their subsistence erops within one tapere, the
other four using land in two tapere, I the natter of cash crops, 19 of
the 25 commoner families grow all their cash crops within one tapere, the
remaining six using two tapere, A household does not necessarily grow
all its cubgistence and cash crops within the same tapere, and taking all
crops into account, 16 of the 25 households use laad in only one tapere
while gix use land in two and three use land in three,

: (£ Cf these nine, five are from different tapere within the district, 3 are
from the same tapere but from different ninor lineages within it, and
one is a marriage between parallel cousing (within the same lineage),

This latter instance is not gsocially approved.

-

Five atypical households are onitted from thigs analysis - they are thoge
of the L,M.8. pastor, the Catholic caretaker, 2x enployee of the high
chief, the policeman, and a woman (with issue but =5 husband) who lives
outgide the village and does not plant,
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Cf the fifteen chiefly hougseholds, 9 grow all subsistance crops in me
tapere, five in two tapere, and one in threa, Six grow all their cash crops
in one tapere, gsix in tuo, two in three, and one in four, Taking all crops
into consideratia:, only 4 of the 15 chiefly lhouscehslds plant in one tapere,
four use two, four uge three, two use four and one useg five,

The defining of boundaries hags done away with one major cause of
dispute, and has contributed to security of tenure, The deternining of
owners, in those cases vhere there was dispute, has likewise nade for
stability, But the gysten of avarding equally to members of a nunmber of
lineages, knoving that the number of ainers and the number of lineages to
which they adhere is increagsing congtantly, has introduced an elenent of
rigidity which offsets the advantages of the Court system, For 2 person
nust first obtain the congent of a nultitude of co-owuners before naking
use of the land,

In 80 far ag effects on production are concerned, the per capita
output of export crops has shown nz increase since the court awards were
nmade, * In fact the highest per capita exports were obtained durings the
period of chiefly power, when the significant factor appeared to the existence
of a functional systen of leadership,

(e) Current Trends:

The next phase in Atiu's land tenure systen cannot be predicted though
sone cwrrent tendencies may be indicative, To gone extent the people have
resuned their gysten of informal allocation within the rightholding group,
but with markedly less unaninity than before, as the rizht of the title-
holder under law is of the same order ag that of all other rightholders, an
increaging number of whom no longer belong to his linesge, Moreover,
informal partition has no legel validity and the Court seldom pernmits legal
partition ,

the 2llocation of land among co-owners is concerned, the
vere annulled by the Land Court have not been replaced
gcysten, With such large landholding groupg, sone systen
organization appears essentizl, in regpect to the

organizat of production it 0 ally replaced by powers held'b y
the Islan ouncil under vhich they periodically order the planting of
gpecified mi ies of subsistence crops, In the lagt three years
it hac 2lssc been replaced to some extent by planting agreenents of the co-
operctive novenent, In work organization there is 2 narked increase in
the use of tractors and other nechanical equipnent, and in the hiring of labowr

0

-

1. The partial ¢ Jo ) 4 W) . i seneralization ig the citrus crop, Vhile
exports are : ar below what they were in the earlier decades of
the century, the native trees had almost coipletely died out by 1945,
Production is steadily being regained by the scheme outlined on the next
page,
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for cagh, +01@ cooperative has Wl gone experinments in tha exchange of
labour among nembers,

The Legislative Assenbly of the Coak Grou Ps which two years ago wa
granted a considerable degree of autonony, proposes to renodel the Iulund

A

Councils, and it ig PIssible that they will be given wider powers to require

erops to planted,

&bout ten Years ago the iley and averuuyat introduced a scheme for
the extension of citrus orchards, 1 financial and technical
help was made available At the sane tine 1e lQlutlDU was introduced
requiring that thig would anly be @ to individuals and that the
ohe acre of land on which each 3 To be established would have
t> be vested by the owning g in the particular individuzl concerned
before zasistance would be gran: This systen, kaown 25 the Yoccupatim
right' gysten because it ei CS exclusive rights of occupation to one nmenber
of the rightholdin & group, could be broadened to facilitate reduction of
the number of awnerg of all lands on the island, Such action is unlikely
at present however, due to 2 cshugaerable cwrrent of feeling against the

Iand Court zud apgainst any nove which night urisdiction,

» it ic virtually imJasalble

egally recognised forn of transfer
of land rights. hi _e&ds to informal arrangements sbout the use of land
for cagh cropping w not only short-tern and inse ecure, but clso
conducive to exhous techrlqueg of land uge, Sone efficient system of
transfer of rights is eggentizl as the rigidity of the Court Systen of
Successcion has led to 2 situntion vhere some very smell fanilies an large
tracts of land which they cannct use, whereas sone large families are
hampered by an excess of rightholders con elatively omall plots of land,

The large number o7 rightholders has not infrequently led to the nost
forceful members of the fa nily acquiring contrsl of all the fanily lands
while the others nigrate to Rarotonga and elsevhere

e 1 ~ A Py " b
nly three fanilies on the whole
-~y

lands, away fron the villace, All are

forerunners of z trend to again regide 3@ -
developed on gone of the Neighbouring islan
at least partly due to multiple ownership, wi
only effective way to exclude z nultitude sf

In the precontact era, the n 1 , syﬁ*en wes
insctebility of ownershin due to lack of ntrclized auth safeguard
rights, The nission era i craducco | & c:ntr;l:“oc authority and con-
commitant stability, *hauvb at the cost of gre tly reducing the rights of th

nting
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