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CHAPTER L
THE NEW COMET.

PROFERSOR ALEXIS MENDON of the American School of Science had
just deseended from the abservatory where for two whole hours he'
had been engaged 1n watching the heavens, starlit and beautiful.

Below him lay the flashing lights of Washington, but he had never
even deigned them a glance. His whole attention had been given to
that which he saw in the reflector of the great telescope.

The assistans, John Vance, bad stood behind him all the while await-
in%‘ orders.

he professor was in a state of no little excitement, for he expected
and hoped that hour to make a diseovery which would electrify the
geientific and astronomie world. :

He had begun to study the great reflector, at exactly ten o'clock.
In it wsre mirrored the constellation of stars which were the object of
his interest.

Slowly time dragged by and he watched. Several times it became

" necessary to change the range of the great Lelescope.

At lialf past ten the attendany ventured Lo say:

“ We are a little early, sir!” t

*¢ Better that than late!’” was the scientist's terse reply.

4 Aye, sirl” agreed Vance, tacitly. f

Time went on. :

Eleven o’clock came. One hour had passed, Still the professor
stared into the refleclor.

Another half hour drifted by and Vance stirred a little,

 Keep still!l’” said Mendon, harshiy.

The attendant winced, but obeyed. There was already a light of in-
credulity in his eyes, It was now fifteen minutes of eleven.

4 O%OI l&our and threa quarters had passed. The professor’s face looked
roubled.

“ If it does not come within fifteen minutes,” he mused. ** All my
reckoning is at fault.”

but he said nothing,

Bat snddenly Mendon drew closer and watched the reflector intent-
ly.  His note-hook lay in his lap, and he made entries wilhout taking
his gaze from the reflector,

Through the milky whiteness of the nebula he saw a bright and
fiery star suddenly emerge. It was moving and increasing In size.

. As it developed more distinctly a long nebulous tail was seen. For
full ten minntes the new comet, for such il was, remained in sight.

Then it‘vanished. i

But Mendon knew that this would not be its last appearance.
Lvery night after this, at the game hour, and for a.longer period
eacli time, it wonld be visible.

He drew a deep breath and arose, ;

‘¢ John Vaunce,” he said, * wipe the lens and have all ready for
to-morrow night at quarter of eleven. The comet has come,”

John Vance looked ag if he doubted tke professcr’s expeat.a.lions; A

The attendaut bowed respectfully.

1t was then that Professor Mendon descended into his study. At
a table upon which were gpread many charts 8at a young man.

He was handsome and intellectunl, and looked up as Mendon eun-
tered.

He saw the light of exultation in the professor’s eyes.

* My boy,” cried the latter, ‘ my reckonings are verified! The
Hopkine comel, after an absence of fifty years, has returned.”

+ Father,” exclaimed the young man, springing up, *‘ you don’t
mean itl”

¢ Yes, I do, Jack.” s

Jack Meudon, the professor's son, and who was following rapidly
in his father’s profession, was much execited. :

* What a wonderful revelation this will be!” he cried. * The Hop-
kins comet has an enormous orbit, and, if it follows its previous
course, will come.very near the earth.”

* Ag near as the moon, my lad.”

“ Mercy! What a chance that will be to study its composition and
other characteristics!”

The professor made a rueful face. {

¢ 8o it ought to be,” he said, ‘“but I fear that its proximity to the
earth at that moment can only be viewed from o part of the globe
which has hitherto never been reached by man.”

“ And that——"

* Somewhere in the vieinity of the South Pole.”

Jack Mendon was silent for some moments after this declaration.

He saw at that moment the apparently sheer impossibility of carry=
ing out a cherizhed project. i

Bnt with the characteristic hopefulness of youth, he would not
abandon the chance for sueh mighty gains. He wonld not believe
but that there was some wayv to gain the desired end. b

Professor Mendon was gazing hopelessly into the cheerful grate fire,
He conld see no way out of the difficulty. A

But he was an old man and had seen many & project placed beyond

any chance of accomplishment. He was more inured to disappoint-

ment.

He knew that many brave men had tried to reach thé_'Sc;th Pole

only to fail. R
Therefore it wag not at all likely that he or Jack would

able to view the comet at its close approach to the earth, =

“of the globe would the lgeimstarj

_Only at this out of the way part be
visible in his approach. At this point he would be hardly
the earth not more than two hundred and fifty thousand

With a powerful telescope at that moment, such a Vi
had of his cometship as wonld doubtless satisfy beyond
speculations as to ils character or size. i

Tt will be easy for the reader to understand of what mfg
science this wonld be, 4

For instance, the tail of the comet has always beal
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much speculation, Many have claimed that il is a golid appendage,
others that it is but a nebuious trail in the sky. ]

In view of all these things, the bitter disappointment of the scien-
tist and his son can be imagined. : :

But finally Jack, after mueh thought, ran his fingers energetically
through bis long bair, and exclaimed: ;

« g there no possible way of gaining those latitudes?”

« I gertainly know of none,” declared the professor,

© Ships had penetrated guite near it. Perhaps —’

« Nonsecse! No vessel can ever take us far enough sonth. Be sare
of thaul”

¢ Oh, for wings,” cried the young scientist. * Or perhaps a balloon
wounld take us thither.”

* A bLalloon?” i

The professor gave a start, and then paced the floor several times

excitedly baek and forth. ;

s A balloon!” he exclaimed, and his featnres worked convulsively.
My boy, you have hit it.” :

He paused before his son with pale and agitated features. There
was a sonorous ring in his voice as he gaid:

“ Do you see the point? I believe that a strong balloon, launched
from the southern cape of Enderby Land, would take us as far as the
Pole, or far enough to see the comet.”

Jack looked intengely at his father.

« S0 it would,” he agreed, * but——"

*#What!”

« How wonld we ever return?”

Professor Mendon’s frame quivered. He looked at his son again,
and there was a strange light in bis eyes.

¢ We could never return!”

Startled beyond measure, Jack Mendon for a moment could not
speak. Then he said:

“You are right. We maust give up the idea.”

e NOI"

Professor Mendon went on earnestly:

«« My life is near ita close. I have devoted it to science. Iam
willing to sacrifice it to science. I intend to see the Comel at its
neares’ approach to the earth, even if I do not come back alive. I
am willitig to give my life to see it.”

Jack Mendon gave a gasping cry:

«No, no, tather!” he cried. ** [ will never consent to that—-'

v Srop! My mind is decided.”

Jack knew thal when his father spoke in that manner that he was
not to be zainsaid. So heinterposed his last argument,

«t But in what manner will you benefit science by thus throwing
your life away? How will you be able to send to the world an account
of what you have seen? That will die with you,”

+¢ No,” replied the Professor; ‘' there is a way. I shall take carrier
pigeons with me. They will carry back all that I may wish.”

“ And your plan then——"

«iJg first to secure a ship to take me to Enderby Land. Four
months from to-day I must land there.”

“Yes!” ‘

« T ghall go ashore, wait for a favorable wind and thef launch
my balloon. The ship may wait two months for me to ‘return. If
1 do ‘not come back by that time it may return home for it will be
known that I am dead.”

Jaclk Mendon arose and clutched his father’s arm. He was very
much affected.

¢+ Father,” he sgid, * you are mot going alone!”

¢ Yes, my boy!”

¢ Never! I am going with you!”

¢« No —I forbid that. You are young and shall (ake advantage of
my great discoveries, You shall reap the fruits of that mighty en-
t({rprise for which I am willing to bring my nigh spent life to a
close!”

But Jack Mendon said: !

« ] am decided as well as you. I shall go with you, And if you
do not return from the South Pole alive, we will die together.”

CHAFTER IL
THE NEW AIR SHIP.

Jack MENDON meant just what he said. He clung to his point ar-
duously.

Nothing the professor could say would dissuade him, So finally
the aged scientist had fo give in. 2

The two projectors of the mighty undertaking went to work rapid-
1y and secretly. !

It was not until after the Storm King was a month out of port on
her southern vayage thal the newspapers got hold of the matter.

Then a thrill of excitement ran through the country.

The two daring scientists who proposed throwing their lives away
in the interest of science became actual heroes,

Everybody was interested in the famous project. Great articles
were wrilten on the subject, and many theories advanced as to its
probable outcome.

Among those who became interested in the fate of the brave scient-
ists was one man whe stood foremost in the ranks of talent and fame.

This was Frank Reade, Jr., the young inventor who had perfected
the submarine boat and the electric horses.

Readestown was the home of this youthfnl genius. Here were lo-
cated the shops for the construction of his inventions.

In his employ were two men Who were geniuses in their way.

]

1

One was a type of Irishman right from the Emerald Isle. Hig name
was Barpey O'Shea.

The other was a negro, black a8 a coal and full of fun. He an-
swered to the name of Pomp.

Barney aad Pomp chanced to enter the room as Frauk was read-
ing about the scientists and their trip to the South Pole.

Al onee the young invantor said:

« How is work progressing on the new rotaseope for the Flash?”

« 1t’s all finished, sor!” replied the Celt, with a duck of the kead.

s It am a’right, sah!” interjected the darky, volling kis eyes.

« Good!" eried Frank, with evideut pleasure, *‘ then the new gir.
ship 18 almost ready for a mid-air flight.”

* Yig, sor!” replied Barney, with a grin, *‘ but if phwat some av
thim say cums thrue, she'll niver fly!”

« How is that?” asked Frank, sharply.

« Shure, sor, wan spalpeen met me on the sthreet to-day an” want.
ed to bate me tin to wan that the air-ship cud niver fly. He said that
navigution of tiie air was niver yit solved, an’ niver wud bel!”

« Indeed!” exclaimed Fpank, with asperity. * You suould have
taken that bet, Barpey. However, it is- well yon did not, for I caa
never approve of betting. But he is mistaken!”

« Golly! I done fink he am, sah!” declared Pomp; *‘ dere ain’ no
sight ob sense in nobody sayin’ dat air-ship ain’ gwine ter fiy.”

¢ We'll show them!” said Frank, resolutely, ‘“‘but I am anxgious
that she shall be got ready as quickly as possible! I intend to start
ppon o long aerial voyage with her at once.

Barney and Pomp exchanged delighted glances.

The prospect was too much for them,

Barney turned a flip-flap, and Pomp stood on his head. When they
had recovered from tbis ebullition Frank smiled and gaid:

++] have found a very important and philanthropic mission to make
it an object for our next journey. I am going to the South Pole.”

Pomp grinned and Barney chuckled.

«Yo' am gwine to de Soul Pole, Marse Frank?" cried Pomp.
“ Wha’ am yo' gwine to do when yo’ git dar?”

« Begorra, phwat a sinseless question to ax!” put in Barney. “De
yez think there’ll be nothin’ to do there? Shure we'll make yez cioimb
the Pole if nothin’ else.”

«Shut up, yo' no 'coant. I'ish,” blustered Pomp; *' don’ yo' sassify
me,”

+ Eagy, boys!” said Fraok, with a smile. “ Don’t carry the joke
too far. I have a wonderful object in view in visiling the South
Pole.”

The two jokers looked expectant,

“ You can understand better by reading this paragraph in the pa-
per,” he continued, as he extended it o them,

Both Barney and Pomp read the account of the thrilling enter-
prise of the Mendons. They were deeply interested.

« Begorra, I see the poiot!” ecried Barpey. * Share, Misther
Frank is going down there with his air-ship to bring thim brave
min back agin!”

¢ Just 80,"” replied Frank, ** and that is not all.”

Barney and Pomp looked eager.

+* Wha’ am de nex’ ting?’ asked Pomp. .

“] am going to see how near we can get to that comet by a di-
rect ascension. [ shall have the Flash provided with chemical res-
ervoirs for the generation of air, just the same as my submarine
boat, for you know that if we should get miles up in the air we
would find it too rare for our lungs.”

¢« Bejabers, thin we'll be in chase of the comet!” cried Barney.

¢ Just gol”

Avain the two jokers indulged in lively flip-flaps.

* We'sa all ready, Marse Frank,” cried Pomp.
gwinefo’ to start?”

‘ At once,” replied Frank; *‘ see that the Flash is provided with all
the necessaries for such a long voyage. I want the air-ship ready
within two days if possible,” ¥

This ended the confab.

inventor retraced his steps to his desk and weunt to work again.

imagination of the artist.
with telegrams and letters,
ing a large reward for the safe return of the daring scientists.

guarantee nothing.
Night and day work was pushed on the air ship.

dons would surely be rescued.
noble cause of science.

ghop into the yard, she formed a wonderful spectacle.

For the Flash was built for speed.

‘* When am we

Barney and Pomp rushed away to do Frank's bidding. The young
But in Bome manner an enterprising reporter got hold of tte affuii.
The next day the papers were full of it. Imaginary culs of the
comet, of the air-ship and of the icefields of Lhe Antarctic were given.
Of course none of these wers correct, and originated in the fertile
But it was sufficient to set the country agog. Frank was deluged
One of vhese was from a large scientific institute in the West, ofler-

Frank assared all that he would do his best. Of course he could

All hopes were centered upon her. If she succeeded, then the Men-
If not, then they must perish in the frozem wilds, martyrs to Lhe-
The Flash was ready right on time. As she was rolled out of the

Her model was not unlike that of a racing yacht, with a long, gharp
bow and deep stern. Her hull was of lightest and toughest aluminam.
Si‘le carried two powerful rotascopes which gave a prodigioas sus-
taining power, Forward was a mast, to which was atlached a huge
flying jib to aid the serew in propulsion and give her additional speed.
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Frank had designed her for the fastest of anything afloat, whether
on water or in air. b ;

The serew bad four powerful blades and it sm! the rotascopes were
driven by electric engines of Frank’s own iuvention upon the storage
pr‘ll"“l?elpt;:'ck of the Flash was capacious and enclosed on all sideg by
gu;;(};::‘lf wea a long cabin and .pilot-house. ~Aft was another eabin
in which were the stale-rooms and living quarters of the crew. {

Allof these cabins and compartments were richly furnished, yet
with an idea to lightness of material. The Flash was the most won=
derful result of inventive genius of modern Limes.

And Fraok felt proud of his air:ship, now that it was done. ' It was
safe L0 say that no modern inventor could hope to egnal it.

All the necessaries for such o long voyage were siored aboard the

ah,
li‘l%hem were all manner of scientific instruments, weapons and a
Zood stock of provisions, ' Thus as far as possible we have given the
reader 4 description of the Flash. ’
'"In some way the hour set for the departure was learned by the ea-
ger public, and ad a result ‘an’ enormous crowd wag on hand to see
‘the Flagh take its first flight. ]

' This was indeed a spectacle worth withessing, :

The alr-ship rested upon'a platform in the yard, and all was in rea-
. diness, Fraunk Reade, Jr., with Barney and Pomp, were on the deck.

Frank had refused all petitions of friends and others Lo accompany
him.  He knew that when he should reach the South Pole, if Mendon
and his son were rescued, there would be peaple enough on board.

All this he explained a8 well a8 he could. Though for all, some
. were quite offended.

The workmen in the yard had put the last stay from the side of the
air-ship.  All was clear, and Frank stepped ioto the pilot house and
touched the rotascope lever, R

In & moment the machinery began to whirr, and the air-ship, like
a hinge eagle from its eyris, began Lo rise in the air.

Up it went majestically. The immense erowd in the streets of
Readestown cheered wildly.

Faster aud faster the Flash mounted upward. When fully threa
thousand feet above the city, Frank went out'on deck and gaid:

‘¢ Boys, take your last look for a good while at Readestown,”-

All looked over the rail. ] !

The little city nestled among the hills so far below presented an in-
‘eresting sight. DBarney and Pomp pulled off their caps reverently.

i The best spot on enrth savin’ culd Qiréland is Readestown!” de-
clared Barney. i

s Golly! I done fink it am a heap sight bettah,” averred Pomp.

Then Frank went back to the pilot honse.

He threw the motor lever wide open. The screw hummed, and the
big jib filled before the current of air. :

The Flush was off in a manner becoming her name and her design.

———

CHAPTER IIL
FOMP DISAPPEARS,

READESTOWN was left behind in a twinkling. It soon faded entirely

Mrom view.
| Frank was anxious to test the speed of the air-ship.

So he taxed the engines to their utmost, The speed was 80 terrific
that Barney and Pomp lay down flat and elung to the deck. i
“ Begorra yez will sweep us overboard, Misther Frank,” cried the
Celt, in alarm, . ‘ !
Frank laughed at thig and then checked the spesd of the air-ship.
« We were traveling right along,” he declared. = ¢ I think it would
. 'be hard work for that comet to beat ug much.”
‘* Begorra, I believe yez!” cried Borney. * Shure I’d aboul as soon
roide on its tail.”
|« Hoh!? graated Pomp. * I jeg’ like fo’ to see yo’ ride on a comet’s
tail, I'ish.. Ireckon yo’ chainge yo' mind pooty quick.”

. Whe darky's eyes twinkled mischievously as he said this. As Frank
_had gone back to the pilot-house, he saw what he believed was a rure
~ chance to hector the Celt.

. Barney was ripe for any sort of ruction. It did not take him long
to flash back;
. /* Be me 8owl, yéz seem to be very much intherested in me roidin’
~on the comet, yez black clown yez!”
; ' “Huoh! T jes’” remember how yo’ tried to ride 4 mule once, Any
- man dat kain’t stick on de back ob a mule pettah not talk about riding
on the tail of a comet!”
' Who told yez I endn’t roide a mule?’ flashed Barney, indiguantly,
‘¢ be jabers, av I ean’t ride one yez can’t, I'll ate me ears!”
Yo' would fin’ dat a berry big job,” suggested Pomp.
This was enongh for Barney.
. He made a dive for his tormentor, The darky made a feint to run.
Then he suddenly turned about and lowered his head.
i "ghia Was disagtrous to Barney. to say the least. The Celt tried to
odge.
. Bat in vain. The two jokers collided with terrific force.
The darky's head took the Celt fair in the stomach, The effect was
decisive as well as comical. ) :
. Barney sat down with a saddenness which for a moment confused
- him, He hardly knew what had happened to him,
He could not yell for he had no breath to do 1t with, He simply lay
‘there gasping and-sputtering.

did get his first gasp he ejaculated:

}Yi’i'il:'eh:u‘l‘oﬁnds! in—ril Pave t.ie loife av yez fer 'L’h:ls. Phwere
the divil are yez? Phwy don’t yez cum an loike a man!

The Celt glared wildly about us lie staggered to his feet,

Fe was burnisg with discomfiture and baffled vengeance. Woe to
the darky if he could only catch him at thal moment.

But Pomp was nowhere in sight, = 5

When Barney went down the darky had turned & somersault over
hitn.  Then le had vanished.

Barney was not to be deceived, : &

Bﬁ:t’wnﬁ ce{rtuin that Pomp had fled for safety into the cabin.

ould chase him and bring him out.
H%{‘:into the c¢abin he dashg’d; but high and low he searched, and
found no trace of the (lt:]rky.

e Celt was stimped. i

'T:hBejabers, it’s quare phwere that coon cud hide himsell,” he de-
clared, ‘¢ Divil a bit do I undherstand it!” F

At length he got tired of the search, and in baffled rage cried:

« Share, yez kin sthay hid; but yez will soon git tired ,av that,
I'm thinkin’; an’ want to cum back; then I'll have yez shure!”

1f Pomp heard he made no reply. Barney went down te the en-
gine room and busied himself. ¢

Frank was looking over some charts in the cabin. i

Thus an hour drifted by. It was the dinner hour, and time for
Pomp to be found in the cooking galley.

The Celt ehuckled.

¢ Begorra, he don’t dare to cum back,” he muttered. ** Shure, he
knows phwat he'll get.” 4

Finally Frank preseed a call bell.

Barney answered it.

“Look here!” suid the young inventor sharply, '*is it net past the
diacer hour?”

* Yis, sor,” replied Barney.

“Where is Pomp?”

4 ¢*Divil a bit do I know, sor.”
# «You don’t know?”

«“ No, sor.” :

Frank was astonished.

“ What fol-de-rol is this?” he cried impatiently. '‘Loek him up at
once and see why he has not made dinner ready before this!”

Barney ducked his head,

‘¢ Share, sor, I've hunted iverywhere for him, and divil a trace av
him kin I foind.”

*You can’t find him!” exclaimed ' Frank in alarm, . ¢ Perhaps he
hae fallen overboard. When did you 8ee him Jasi??

*“No, sor,” stammered Barney. * Shure, I don’t belave that, sor.
1 think it’s only a joke, sor——"

A joke?”

¢ Yeg, sor, He’s hldin’ away from me. Shure we were foolin’ an’
he butted me in ther stumick wid his head, an’ I reckon he’s afeerd to
cuam out an’ show himgelf fer fear I'll baste him, sor.”

Frank looked angry. y

“ Well, I don’t like sueh skylarking,” he said; “find him at oncs,
and tell him to come out of his hiding."”

“ Yis, sor.”

And away went Barney shouting Pomp’s name in every part of the
ship. But when he went back to the galley and the darky was not
there, then he began to grow alarmed.

A sudden thought and a recollection came to him,

Their scuffle had taken place near the rail, {

What if Pomp bad lost his balance and plunged over it? This was
not improbable,

The Celt turned grayish pale.

Frank came on deck at this moment aud Barney went to him with
his fears. ; %

Frank was horrified.

¢t My soul!” he eried; '* of course that is where he is gone, and he

‘.8 doubtless dead ere this. Horriblel Could you not have seen

him??
¢ Shure, sor, I was that dizzy an’ sick, I could see nothing.”
Frank rushed to the rail. It required but a brief examination to
gee Lhe truth.

That part of the rail near where they had-been wrestling was bent
and twisted as though a fullen body had struck it. ot

and hung, anchor and all, a thousand feet below.

canght some obstraction was indeed a great mystery, :
But there it hung swaying, No sign of Pomp was to be seen, how-
ever.
That the darky had gone down to his death seemed certain.
Frank instantly turned the air-ship about, e
Of course it was not an easy matter to find Pomp’s mangled body,
but Frank wos determined to do this, even if he gave up his trip to
the Southy Pole, % LR
He was much distressed over the sad fate of the faithfal darkey,
while Barney was almost frantic. A T

clared, with many groans and wails. ** I'd rayther have lost me
brother, fer we were thut same ourselves!” i
Buck on its courge went the air ship. k

Barney and Frank kept a sharp waich of the ground belew.
air ship was not allowed 1o rise very high above the earth.

It was near the anehor ropes, and one of these was disentangled

1t was hardly s hundred feot from the earth, and why it had not

‘¢ Shure, if he had a black fice it was a white heart he had,” he de-

i
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In this manner Lke Flagh gailed slowly on for two hours.

[ The ice field was growinz more and more solid every hour; also

Then it bezan Lo ascend the siopes of a mountain. How it had ever | the sun was visible but a few hours eaeh day.

pagsed over this without the kedges of the anchor catching was a mys-

tery.
That it had done so was certain.

But even as the air ship was fifty feet above the summit, Barney

gave a wild ery of delight.

There npon the mouantuin summit safe and well stood Pomp waving

his arms excitedly.
** Howly mither!” gasped Barney, ¢ howiver did he live troo it!”

The Antaretic night was coming on rapidly. This was not utter
darkness, but & deep gloom, which at times was so dense as 1o re-
guire the use of ghe search-light to dispel it.

High overhead at night the heavenly constellation shone with won-
derful brilliancy and magnitade.

Barney and Pomp several tunes fancied they saw the comet. Bat
Frank was of different opinion,

And thus the search for the ship Storm King went on. Several days

And, indeed, he might well ask thig question. But it remained a.! were spent in futile guest.

myatery until Pomp came aboard.
Then he explained all.

* Golly! I done fought dis chile was done fo’ when I went ober dat
rail,” lie declared.  * But I jes mads one big grab fo’ de anchor rope.
1t fell and I hung on and slid down it afo’ I cud stop mab'sef. Then
de ancher siruck a big rock an’ done frowed me to de ground. I fell

not moh dan ten feet so was jes not one lily bit hurt.”

** Begorra, an’ it's glad I am av that, naygur!” cried Barney wildly,

as Lie embraced his colleague.

It was a happy outcome, But Pomp hustled away to the galley to

get dinner.

While the air-ship once more pailed away at full speed on her

Southern coursge,

For the next two days she traveled very fast-acd over a section of

the Southern States to the Gulf of Mexico.

Ove morning they hung over the blue waters of the gull, and Frank

said:

‘¢ The journey is really begun. We shall very soon now be well ¢n

our way to the Equator,”

** Be jabers, thin mebbe we’ll catch up wid the ship Storm King!”

declared Barney.

I wish we might,” said Frank. ¢ We could prevent that fool-

hardy balloon trip, which we ought to do.”

So all speed was put oo, and the air-ship kept on her southward

course.

Day after daythe flight went on. The blue sen rolled beneath

somelimes in a dead calm, at other times in the fury of a storm.

The aerial voyagers enjoyed the experience, but no special ineident
worthy of note oceurred until the cold seas of the South Atlantic
merged with the waters of the Antarctic and they knew that the Ant-

arctic Continent was not far distant.

CHAPTER IV.
THE ICE-BOUND SHIP,

Across the Equator and in the middle Atl:mtib, plenty of ships

were sighted every day.

But once well into the Soutk Atlantic these became no longer fre-

quent. To be sure a few whalers were seen, but these were all.

No attempt was made to hail or commupieate with any of these

passing shipa.
Occasionally a signal was exchanged, but that was all.

The voyagers now found that the climate had undergone a radical

change.

The warm skies and balmy air of Equatorial seas was no longer in

evidence,

But 1nstead, there were drifting ice-fields, giant bergs, lowering

skies and fearful cold weather.
Fortunately Frank had provided for this very contingency.

He kad cauged fur suits to be provided for ail on board. These en-
abled the voyagers to withstand the [rightful cold of the Antarctic

regions.
This was, if anything, more extreme than at the North Pole,

Forty and fifty below zero was a common temperature. There was
ghtful chill in the atmosphere which seemed almost fatal to

also a fri
the lungs.
Over the great ice fields the air-ship drifted.

Frank was looking for the Storm King. But the ship seemed no-

where in that part of the world.

But one day after futile quest, Barney called the attention of Frank

to a high white line on the horizon.
‘“Phwat iver is thai? he asked.
Frank was excited.
¢ Why, it is land!” he declared.
‘‘Land, sor!”

‘‘ Yes, the antarctic Continent. On those shores the Mendons were

to land, We must sesreh well for them,”
¢ Begorra, that we willl” eried the Celt.

The air-ship’s course was shifted in toward the coast line. Every

moment now it grew plainer.

There was little evidence of vegetation—a fow serubby pines and

irs; that was all.

The air-skip followed along the coast of the Antarctic Continent

for several hundred miles.

Of course no exact spot had been fixed upon for the landing of

the ballpon party.

It was something like the proverbial search for & needle in'a hay-

stack, but the aerial voyagers kept a keen lookous just the same,
,Frank felt quite sure of finding the Storm King somewhere along
the Antarctic coast. If he should fail in this, be was then deter-
mined to strike directly for the South Pole.
The Antaretic winter was evidently just setting in.

Then one morning, whfle the sun was visible for a few briel mo-
monts, Burney sighted an unusaal object across the ice pack.

He called Frank’s attention to it,

** Shure!” he cried, ** phwat the divil do ye call it but shmoke?”

And smoke it was to be sure, a curling column ascending bigh into
the rarefieqa air.

The cold was something intense, which made the air very clear. se
that the distant smoke seemed quite near at hand.

Of course, this was evidence of the nearness of humaa beings, for
they alone could be responsible for the smoke,

Frank was interested.

The air-ship was headed thither at onee,

The smoke came from behind a high hammock of ice, 8o that the
fire could not be geen.

But the Flash had not proceeded far when Fraiik gave a wild cry.

“ On my word, it is the ehip!” he cried.

““The ship! Begorra, that's thrue!” screamed Baruoey.

There was the Storm King tightly wedged in the ice pack. She was
laid up in winler quarters.
The ice pack must have closed in upon her immediately upon her
arrival, for she could not have penetrated so far shorewards other-
wise.
1t is needless to say that the air-ship was not long in reaching a
point within hailing distance.
Tiie smoke came from the ship’s funnel, and upon her deck was a
number of fur-clad sailors.
Al sight of the air-ship one of the sailors fired a rifle as a signal,
Frank answered it.
Then the air-ship hovered right over the ice-bound vessel.
“ Hello!” came up the hail.
“‘Hello!” replied Frank. -
** Who the dence are you?”?
“ I am Frank Reade, Jr., and this is the air-ship Flash,”
“ Well, I'll be keel-hauled! 1t's the first time I ever saw a ship that
could sail in the air. I'm Captain Levi Briggs, and this is the ship
Storm King,” :
** You're just the man we are looking for!” feplied Frank.
‘* The dence you say!”
‘ IUs the truth. Do you kenow anything about Professer Mendon
and his son?’
A cry of surprise came back.
** Yes, they chartered this ship to bring them here.”
* That is what I thought., Where are they now?”
* They have gone toward the South Polejn a balloon. The more
fools they, for I don’t believe they’ll ever comie back!”
“ And you are to wait for them?”
** Until this ice-pack breaks up. Then we are to sail for home."”
Frank let the air-ship descend and rest apon the ice-pack not far
from the ship.
b Then he went on board and had a long consaltation with Captain
riggs.
The latter gave him full particalars of the apparently foolhardy trick
of the two scientists,
“ Why,” exclaimed the captain, vigorously, *“how can the two fools
ever hope to get back? They surely can’t walk; and the balloon pever
will bring them back, be sore!”
o Thfzy probably are willing to sacrifice their lives for the benefit of
science,”
*“ Yes, the more fools they! They have taken carrier Pigeons with
them, but I don’t look for them to ever get herel The cold is toe
much for sach a bird!”
“ Well,” said Frank finally, ““I agree with you that it was a fool-

hardy undertaking. But it was just this thing that brought me to these
latitndes.”

“To gee the eomet?”
“ No, but to rescue these two zealous bat foolish men,”
The captain gripped Frank’s hand.

‘‘ You're after my own heart,” he said. “I bope you'll succeed, and
I feel sure you will.” :

:' % hope grcnurl ghip will stand the 1ce all right.”
‘I pray for that, though I own she's a bit likely to be ni 3
ghe is, then our cake is all dough.” 5 P

2 Nu.l I will return this way and if yYou are in trouble I will give
you assistance.” ¥

"lGod bless you, my friend.”
The erew of the Storm King cheéred the air-shi i
ascended and started for the Pole, e el

In a very few moments she was but a speck in the dist
) ¢ ance t 8
on board the ice-bound ship, 3 RN

Then the sun went below the horizon and the gl
L gn ke ) gloom of the Antare-

It was no easy matter to sear

ch for the missi ienti i
balloon, a8 Frank well knew, issing scientists and M~




THE CHASE OF A COMET.

already preparing to view the Comet

saw an nstounding spectacle.

tance.

was certainly an impressive sight,
Donbtless, at that moment, the gei
‘glass, were studying it. Frank could
siasm which had led them to risk the
. Besit.”
Wwaters in guest of the scientists.
“They must be very much farther to
~pize.
. It was evidently rapidly approac
a collision?
. 'world?
These queries came to the aerial
~enssed by them. Bat they were not

' eomet.

again upon il return eourse.

another fifLy years, or until it once m
range through space. .

visitor.

Framg did not impart the startling
kim to either Barney or Pomp.

moon and stars,

great distance are more largely magn
elearer Lo the human sight.

Frank knew that the air-ship was cap
But there was a vital point to consi

thing very frightful to contemplate,

1t 18 settled,” he muttered. ¢* [

~ Then another thought came to him,
There were the scientists.

i _‘ol seelng the comet.
value to them than to him,

- He wonld first fird them.
They snould be given the privilege a

Doubtless before this they had reached an objective poilnb and were

And at that very moment Frank chanced to glince upward and

A huge ball of fire hung in the zenith, It was nearly as largeas the
moon, ard had a long nebulous tail, which extended far into the dis-

‘¢ Begorra, it's the comet!” cried Barney.
i Iy, dat am jes' wha’ it am,” ejuculated Pomp,
. Fraok regarded the wonderful spectacle with deepest interest. It

entists with their mest powerfal
anderstand well now their entha-
ir lives.

* Upon my word,” he muttered, *‘it is renﬁly worth a lifetime to
Then he sent.the rays of the search light sweeping over the icy

Bul nov a sign of them was to be seen,

the south.

So the air ship sped on. All the while the comet steadily grew in

bing the earth., Would there be

If 80, what would be the result? Would it not be the end of the

voyagers and were in turn dis-
disposed to give them credence.

Frank knew that the earth was moving in its orbit as well as the

. No doubt the comet wounld approach comparatively near to the
earth, But that would be the end of its orbit, and it would sweep off

It would theo recede from the earth and rapidly pass from view for

ore got around from its limitless

rank brought out his most powerful glass and studied the heavenly

But it was enly powerful enough to show the comet as a ball of fire,
It was then that a daring ides occurred to him.

Tr——

CHAPTER V. .
THE SCIENTISTS ARE FOUND.

theory which kad come upon

He knew that they were witty and sagacious but hardly de
enough to understand its wonderfal deple:;.g f g

But he went into the cabin and upon some blank paper drew a charts
' Here was the earth and the relative Position of the comet, sun,

. He knew that one reason why he conld not see the details of the
eomet was simply because the atmosphere between him and the ecom-
et, or, at least, that contignons to the earth waas too heavy and dense,

Ergo, to reach the limit of terrestrial atmosphere would bring one to

the impalpable region of space, of empty void, where objects at a

ified and made a thousand times

; Therefore, it was only necessary to ascend fifty miles or more
into the zenith Lo see the comet magnified many handred times,

able of taking him up there,
der,

Once up there the limit of terrestrial atmosphere must fail, and
human life could be no longer gupported for very lack of breath,
Moreover, the cold at that alsitude would mosL certainly be some-

e £ :ﬂ:gld probably be impoasible to venture out on deck.

: @ present means of heating thie cabins by electrie ner-
ators Frank believed would enable them to take ot‘}servuhionsg?r:;
the windows. This would be safiicient, '

am going to give chase to the

- eomet, - It will be a wonderful achievement!”

‘They had practically given away their llves just to gain this very end
Such a view at sueh a powerful range would be of much oreater

. 'Frank had thought of effecting their rescne aftor hig r
- eturn I
~earth, But sober second: thought decided him otherwise, s

Igo of inspecting the comet at a

O -m?e ity miles in mid-air over the South Pole.
€ went out on deck and viewed the comet again,

Then he cansed Barney to put on al
}ike a meteor over the jce fields,

‘For forty hours sh
deep Antaretic night.

- and thera wag every evidence that th
ale region, :
Barney was amazed,

| speed, and the air-ship swept

e sailed on at the same rapid speed throngh the

Then an nstonishing thing ocenrred,
The air began to lose jta chilliness, o

pen bodies of water were sean,
ey were approaching a temper-

{ ‘air-ship the Flagh.

‘t Begorra, Misther Frank,” be cried, *phwat do yez make av
it

Like a flash the truth burst upon the young inventor.

1 have 11,” he cried; '*there is an an old tradition long current
among miners that the region of the South Pole is o temperate one
surronnded by ice.

* They claim that this is owing to a voleanic region which has
+the effect of changing the climate quite radically. We are tinding
the verification of this theory,”

As il to corroborate Frank, at that moment a distant pillar of fire
was seen upon the horizon.

The search-light was flashed thither, and after some moments of
inspection, Frank declared:

* That is an active crater within the voleanic region! In a few
hours we shall know the truth.”

The hypothesis was speedily proved to be correel.

A number of fiery pillars soon appeared. There were scores of
the volecanos. The air became almost summer-like.

. Within one hundred miles, ice and snow vanished.

The trend of the earth was downward, and valleys green and fresh
began to open up.

It was an astounding spectacle. The aerlal voyagers were more
surprised than words can tell,

** Begorra, I niver seen the equal av this!” averred Barney.

" Golly! dere am jes' a fine lake down dere,” said Pomp; *if I
was suah dere was no ‘gators in it I done like a bit ob & swim,”

of miles, Bul the air-ship had no oceasion to travel all over it

They eame upon a spectacle saddenly, which caused g great deal of
excitement.

Upon a small emirence, not far from ona of the voleanoes, they saw
two men standing.

They were men, human beings beyond a doubt, and were regarding
the air-ship with amazement,

* Whurroo! cried Barney wlla[y, ‘“there they be, Misther Frank!
there ar’ ther ballooners!” :

Professor Mendon and Jack it was indeed.

Upon the ground at their feet was the collapsed balleon. From the
cage they had removed their efleets, including the telescope, and were
already preparing to take a sight at the comet;

Their astonishment at gight of the air-ship can hardly be expressed
in worda.

* Mercy onus!” gasped Jack.

1t looks like an air-ship.”

** In these regions?”

It must be,” It cannot be that it is the manufacture of any new
race of people in these parts.”

¢ Of course not.  And yet—_»

But at this moment a hail of unmistakable English came from the
air-ship’s deck. ; y

4t Hello! down there!”

‘* Hello!” replied Jaek, making a trumpet of his hands,

‘* Are you Professor Mention?” ;

Now both Jack and his father were amazed,

¢ Why, they know us!” gasped Jack., They have come here in
e el 11" eried t

onderfull” eried the professor, wildly embraci idea.
** Hurrah, Jack, we are saveg.” o s 1o

But Jack had slready answered the hail, adding :

* Who are you?”

**1am Frank Reade, Jr., of Reudestown, 1. S. A., and this is my

i I heard of your idiotic exploit in coming here to
view the great comet, and thousht I would come down and see that
you c}i}fd nnftlgncriml:e bymlxr rlives 80 foolishly.”

* Hurrah!” eried both father and gon, ¢ Mr,
greatest benefactor, Pray descend.” i Reds e e
“ All right!”

]And ;Iowu the air-ship went.

n a few moments Frank was shaking hands wi pro-

fesEsor Iand s g : g hands with the blucky pro
xplanations and an interchange of idens were i i

\Ihen the scientists went aboard the air-ship ang indglgg(]iﬂ?u l: b?)l;i:li:

Tul repast provided by Pomp in his beat manner., i

After this was over Frank had a lon conference wit
about the comet and it probable orbif e e

It was then thot Frank elaborated his plan of a tri i

theT zenlﬁh to get a nearer view of the comet, TR
he effect of this upon the profes i

i . p p 8or ean hardly be expressed in

He wag “gtruck all in a heap,” to use an ancient term.

It was an oprortunity so far beyond what he h
that even now it seemed beyond pgsaibillty. e hqpe o

“ Why,” e gasped, ‘*that would be
Iik‘?%ﬂﬁ;’,ﬂf hefrd% e d be a most wonderful thing. The
ﬁ il

* Do you think human life coul i
e el could be supported ap thera®

“There is a way to overcome that,” he said,

the eliemical generator diving helmeta from ti. in,"*
* All roight, sor.” o 0 tke Tornard ebigt

Alter Barney had gone Fr:;hk continued :

** What is that, father **

i ‘ .I’ ;
Imm}on will remember that I am also the inventor of the luhmaﬂm

The temperate region of the South Pole seemed 1o cover hundreds .

‘“ Barney, bring ﬁd ‘
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¢ I hawe heard of that famous invention,” declared the professor.

¢ Of ¢ourse you will understand that to travel under the sea, Lhe
boat must necessarily be provided with good pure air Lo sustain the
life of the passengers.”

¢ Yes.”

¢ 1 therefore invented a chemical generator by whieh I was enabled
to keep the boat always supplied with pure oxygen, This naturally
suggested to me the application of the gama prineiple to a diving suit.

*“The result is a helmet which the diver can wear an indefinite
length of time, all the while supphed with the purest of oxygen from
the generator, which ig in a small reservoir carrisd on the back. Iput
a number of these diving suits aboard fortunately. IU is easy to see
that if we wear these while in the upper atmospliere, there ean be lit-
tle danger of death from suffocation.” X BEE

‘“ Wonderful,” cried Prof. Mendon, ** Mr. Reade, vou are a genius!

At this moment Barney appeared with one of the civing saits.

It was exhibited to the professor and Jack to their delight and ad-
miration, It meant the solutioun of a great problem,

All were now wildly enthaosiastic over the chase of the comet, for
such it seemed to be. i 5

¢ Of course, I ghall venture as far from the earth as _poss.lble, de-
clared Frauk, * yet I cannot agree to take any undue risk!"

* Correct!” cried Prof. Mendon, *‘ we shall at least "get an oppor-
tunity to view the comet at a nearer range than we had dared hope
forl”

* This wfll, of course, be a special advantage to you?” ;

I should say so.. It will doubiless enable us to determine the
composition of the comet and all its peculiar characteristics. We
shall algo learn something of the phenomenon of the tail which has
&lways been a great bone of contention.”

It is needless to say that all the voyagers on board the Flash were
in a state of deep execitement and thrilling anticipulior.

CHAPTER VI
FORTY-FIVE MILES IN AIR.

Pror. MENDON now proceeded to bring his traps and the big tele-
gcope aboard the Fiash. :

This latter he mounted upon its frame, and the big reflector was
employed Lo take a look at the comet. B

The huge body of fire as depicled in the reflector was a wonderful
spectacle, ] RS

It seemed a hug! revolving ball, with jets of flame and mist burst-
ing from it in all directions. ;

What seemed like a cloud of mist enveloped it and merged inlo the
tail.

This seemed but a huge constellation of fire and 8parks extended at
varied lengths into the upper space.

That the comet was moving with frightful speed was eertain.

That it would be visible in its present enlarged form but a few hours
Prof. Mendon knew well.

Whatever was done toward taking observations in the upper atmos-
phere must be done at once,

The professor intimated this to Frank, ‘who replied:

‘* We are all ready,”

‘¢ Goond!” cried Mendon eagerly. **Fortune seems to be with us.
We will try and get a correct dingnosis of the comer this time.”

All were saiely aboard the air-ship. There was nothing more to
wait for,

So Frank gavethe order, and Barney pressed the motor lever.
The rotascopes whirled, and up went the Flash with its human
freight.

Up and up it shot, higher and higher. .

In the pilot-house window there was a gauge which recorded the
exact altitude of the air-ship as it changed.

Up, and still up! Now it was a mile above the earth.
of the air was most intense.

It was mnecessary for all the voyagers to go into the cabin. The
electric heaters were turned on full force.

This warmed the atmoephere in \he cabins. But it was frightfally
cold on deck.

¢ Jericho!” exclaimed Jack Mendon.
do you all feel?”

*“ I am really pressed for breath,” declared the professor.

¢ What's the altitude, Barney? cried Frank.

“ Three miles, sor,” retorted the Celt.

““ Enough!” cried Frank. ¢ Get out the generators! We must not
risk injury:to our lungs.”

Three miles in the air!

This no doubt seems an awful distance to the reader. Fronk
Reade, Jr., was going to the furthermost himits of the terrestrial
atmosphere. ;

This would be fully fily miles from the earth,

What a2 stupendous height! What an awful distance to fall!

But there was no danger of the air-ship falling, as all knew. It was

The rarity

** My lungs pain me. How

 too buoyant and was well able to keep afloat.

But in the rareified atmosphere, fifty miles above the earth, it would

~ 8eem as if the comel would be brought to very close quarters.

Professor Mendon even fancied Lhat its heat might be felt at that
near proximity. But even Jack laughed at this.

~““1¢ must be a prelty hot fire which can be felt two hundred and
fifty thousand miles,” said Jack.
But his father laconically replied:

[

“ You forget the sun.”

This was a seitler. Ceatainly all knew that the heat of the sun was
felt for a distance of ninety-five millions of miles. :

So Professor Mendon’s seemingly ridicilons presumption was
laughed at no more.

Up, and still up went the air-ship. ;

All now wore the chemical generators and with no discomfort what-
ever, But it 'was found difficult getting any sort of an observatiov of
the comet, ] >

This was for the reason that the windows of the air.ship were in-
‘erusted full three inches in frost. ;

Apertures were cat in this, but they readily closed ap.
frightfully cold without, . =4

The eleciric heaters were taxed to their utmost and yet it was frigid
in the cabin,

But ‘for their thick fur suits the voyagera would have perished.

Frank went to the pilot-house window and noted the high gauge
thermometer,

He gove a great start as'he noted the astounding temperature of
eighty degrees below zero. ) R

And yet the machinery of the air ship seemed not affected in the
least. It kept steadily mounting upward. :

But they were no longer in gloom. All was as light as day in the
upper atmosphere.

This was caused by the powerful light of the comet.

It seemed to draw nearer to them rapidly and was much larger
than when viewed from the earth.

** How high are we now, Barney?’ asked Frank.

The Celt glanced at the gange.

“ Thirty-five miles, sor!” he replied.

** Fifteen more to go!” exclaimed Jack Mendon. ‘* Whew! I for one
am a bit timid about going further,”

« Are you?’ exclaimed ?"rank, in surprise.

“ I admit that [ am!”

** What do you fear?”

* I cannot tell you. It is a frightful reflection that we are away up
here in the atmosphere so awful far from the earth,”

* You are not afraid of falling?

“ I had not thought of that.”

* What a terrific drop it would be?’ said Prof. Mendon.

‘“ We should know little of it,” declared Frank, *“ We would not be
conscious of falling until the great concussion came!”

‘* Thirty miles drop through the air!” exclaimed Jack, in awe.
““ Whew! I cun’t say that I should like the ldea of it very well,”

Already the young scientist, despite his nerve, was beginning to
feel willing to return to terra firma.

But Frank was the most unconcerned of all. He smiled grimly and
motioned Barney to keep on.

One faet was now proven,

There was a certain amount of heat to be felt from the ecomet, This
was proven in the fact that the cold cid not grow more intense, but,
indeed, began materially to decline,

Frank knew that the atmosphere was getting thinner and more like
a vacaum from the action of the rotascopes.

Suddenly Barney ecried: ’

** Foruy-tive moiles, sor, an’ shura she won’t go a peg higher!”

Frank went to the guage. He saw Lhat this wus correct. The
limit of terrestrial atmospliere had been reached.

The rotascope did not find resistance enongh in the void to esable
it to go higher,

And there it hung at the frightful altitude. The voyagera seemed
overcome with the enormity of the thing.

But Frank Reade, Jr., who was selfl possessed, cried:

* Now ig the time to take your observations. I warn you to lose
no time.” :

This aroused the two gcientists.

They really lost no time in rigging the big telescope and getting all
in readiness.

It became necessary to cut a niche in the frost upon the windowe
to enable a good sight for the telescope to be obtained.

But the sight revealed to the nerial travelers was one far beyond
adequate cescription.

There was the mighty comet reduced almost to a distanee of fifty
miles by the powerful lenses of the telescope.

It was seen to be a mighty body of luminous material, whick seem-
ed all afire. Great sheets of smoke and steam constantly shot from
it.

There were hich mountains and deep valleys, All of these seemed
to be seathing volcanoes.

These shut off such a powerful volame of smoke and fire that it ex-
tended in a long vivid trail extending for hundreds of miles back into
space.

And this terrific flery monster of the stellar system was traveling
through space upon its orbit at an incredible rate of speed.

All this Professor Mendon noted.

But Jack said:

** What gives the comet its terrific speed power?

The professor was quick to answer.

‘‘ Forces akin to those which govern the motion cf the earth,” he
declared, *‘ or any other revolving planet. It has it8 arbit just as the
earth and the moon. Only it follows it with terrific gpeed, which I
think is gained from the fiery nature of the comet.”

** That ie logie,” declared Frank; * but why should the blazing

It was
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eomet. travel (its. orhit so much faster that the earth or any cther
lieavenly body?” i o
& That Is something which the laws of nature seem to deny usl
declared the professor. | ** Wa know that the earth follows its orbit,
with slow and measured regularity.”
e And the comet does not!”
« Exactly!” .
# Bat why should the eomet be so fiery o body?"
« For a simple fact, It takes a longer and swifter shoot through
' ppace. Frietion with the atmosphere is what gives the cometl il8
flary appearunce!”
# You believe that?’
« 1 see no reason why mnot.” :
« Aa 1 take it; this comet is nenrly as large as the earth?” ;
« Not bodily!” replied the professor, contidently; ** its main part is
not ialf as large.  But it is surrounded by so much sleam and smoke
that it seems mueh larger than it is,”
Frank drew a deep breath.
 Well,” he declared, ** we have gained something.. We know now
what o comet looks like, and we *know of whut material it is com-
osed.”
. « Of what material?”’ asked the professor quickly. -
“ Why of stones and earth, the same as our gphere, only these are
" ‘mow all on fire.” .
The professor shook hig head:
“ That is not true,” he said. ‘¢ You are quite wrong, Mr. Reade.
The comet is not a solid body, of that I am very sure.”

CHAPTER VIL
THE FALLING COMET,

FrANK was astonished at this declaration.

* Not a solid body?”

" No, airl”

¢ What is it then?” ;

Prof. Mendon carefully folded up a small chart in his hands. = Then
he replied deliberately :

« A gomet is simply a body of inflammable gases, collected in the
atmasphere. 1t ig nothing palpable, though it looks solid enough. Tts
very condensation and rapidity of motion make it seem solid. As long
a8 ‘Lhese gases burn dnd gather forge by absorbing material from
apace, they will continue to travel, either gaining force or losing i,
until it no longer finds material substance to feed upon.”

* Which then ends its existence?”

“ Exactly!”

# But what would be the resnlt if the comet should strike the earth?”

The professor shook bis head.
 “That Is not an easy question to answer,” he declared, ¢ The im-
agination can picture that better,”

It 18 & common belief, founded upon the theory that a comet is
solid matter, that it would knock the earth out of its orbit and so
bring the world to an end.”

But the professor langhed.

* How absurd!” be declared,’ **There could be nothing logical in
such a bypothesis, Certainly it would be safe to assume that one
side of the earth would receive a good scorching. The impact of the
comet with the earth wotld probably result in the dissipation of the
gnses and the destraction of the comet itself.”

#“While the earili would suffer from the explosion of the gases.”

“Exactly.”

‘¢ But would mnot that be sufficient te destroy much of the iife and

| vegetaticn of the earth?”

* Undoubtedly. There are indeed good reasons for the belief that
the earth has already suffered from such visitations in past ages.
Much that nas obscurely been regarded as volcanic action, I think,
cun be justly attributed to some’such a catastrophe.”

So intent had the inventor and the scientist been upon the discus-
sion of the absorbing subject that neither had noted a sudden start-
ling change which had taken place in the comet.

It was new at the limit of its orbit, and really as near the enrth ag
it would probably come, or at least, ag the professor had calculated
that it would.

But suddenly, as Mendon placed his eye to the reflector again, he
gave a sharp ery.

* Look!” he cried. ‘* Did you ever see the equal of that?”

Frank looked into the mirror.

‘What he saw startled him.

“On my word,” he cried, ‘¢ the comet i3 breaking in two!”

‘1t is dividing!” cried the professor, excitedly.

* I8 that & common thing?”

_* By no means;-yet it has happened. Some eternal force has di-
vided it. See! the main body is still going on its Jorbit. The de-
tached comet—— Mercy on us, it is coming straight for the sarth!”

 And straight toward us!” cried Frauk, with sudden alarm.

glﬁls was a startling fact.

e main comet was speeding nway to. the southward pest the
earth's orbit. But the little oﬂ'shnot.whiych looked scarcely lart[:er than
a billiard ball had evidently taken a shoot toward the earth, %

£t was really a monster aerolite, and similar to many which have
fallen in Yarious partg of the earth.

Many seientists positively affirm that all aerolites are offshoots of
comets. How true this may ba we cannot say.
sp?e“t;'. here was certainly an Instance. On came the aerolite at terrifle

Of course it bad fully two hundred and Hifty thousand miles to
travel, and it would be u full day before it would reach Lhe earth.

Something might also divert iig course, and earry il away npon f
new fack. ! )

Ail these things were to be considered. Bat it ‘was safe to assume
it it would strike the earth in the vicinity of the South Pole.

The effect of these logical deductions upon the voyagers can well be
imagined. : ; ok

They were not exactly impressed with fear, but with the most in-
tense of interest and excitement,

Their curiosity was fully aroused as to the result of the fall of the
huge meteor and its eflect upon the earth.

The affair was disecussed in ull its phases, ;

1t seemed as if the oficoming comet momentarily grew larger and
nearer, and would be apon them much sooner than Professor Mendon

reckoned. ;i !
The voyagers even fancied they could hear the lissing roar of its

approach. ;

Jack Mendon ventured a theory which caused all a thrill.

“ You don’t suppose there is any danger of our being caught in the
train of the comet?’ he eried. ‘¢Suppose we were involved in the
commotion, would not the air-ship stand 2 chance of being badly
damaged?”

« Begorra, thin I'd not risk 1t,” cried Barney in alarm, ¢ Share it's
best to be on the safe soide.” : :

« 1, am dat,” declared Pomp, with chattering teeth. “Don’ want
puffin o do wif comets at all.”

But Prof. Mendon laughed.

« Jack ig trying o practical joke,” he declared. * Have no fears at
all.  If the comet should shoot past us at full speed and quite near,
unless it struck as, it wounld do us no more harm than auny ordinary
aerolite.”

« That stands to reason,” agreed Frank.

But Batney aud Pomp were incredulous. However, the professor
said:

«1 hardly think we can gain more by remaining here. Suappose we
return to the earth and await the fall of this comet? I think it is our
best plan,”

¢ Just as you 8ay,” agreed Frank.

] think it would be better.”

“Yery well!”

Frank turned to Barney and gave him orders to:lower the air ship.
The Celt went into the pilet-house and turned off the carrent on the
rotascopes,

At once the gauge by the pilot-house window showed that the air
ship was beginning fo sink. )

Down she went very rapidly. Yet all the while the huge aerolite
grew larger avove,

1t seemed directly over the air-ship which appeared to be directly
in its path. i

_I;mnk expressed an opinion to this effect, but Professor Mendon
gald: o

 That is an illusion.  When you sight the earth you will find that
we are not in its course at all.”

Of course it was impossible to sight the earth.

Being forty or fifty miles in the air, there were too many obstruc-
tions intervening. It was very plainly out of the gnestion.

But the gauge showed that they were rapidly descending.

Frank reckoned that in something less than an hour they should
reach the earth.

Tuis' would be descending at railroad speed, and was as fast as
it would be safe to do eo, cungidering the friction of the atmosphere
and the strain on the ratascopes. i

By that time the comet would be fully twenty thousand miles
nearer the earth,

Yet this would be hardly an appreciable distance. However, at the
rate of Lwenty thousand miles an hour, the monster aerolite was mak-
ing very rapid time. :

Down gank the air-ship.

Now it was recorded that they were but twenty miles from the mun-
dane sphere. !

Twenty miles!

Only think of it, gentle reader! Measure the distanee from your
own town fo some point which you know to be twenty miles distant.

Then extend this upward toward the zenith, aud have a faint idea
of what it meana Lo be twenty miles up in the air.

Words can hardly express it, g

Eight minutes later they were fifteen miles from the earth. The air
was frightfully cold. ¥

The voyagers were ohliged to resort to every means to k rom
trer;elzlng. Theﬁ thergauge marked ten miles. y g
hen came flve, four, three, and at last one mile; then the
marked three thousand feet. Hor ey
%ﬁ two Lhous{)aind feet they saw the fire of the voleanoes below.
ey were able to remove their helmets and l gene
an%lgo syt chemieal _ge-nerators
10 air was quite mild and temperate. 'The ghastly hich
had been peculiar to all while 8o far up in the air was n%g"'i]i]g;é:t.m
ﬁll drgw akdaep l;)reath of relief. e ]
ven Frank Reade, Jr., who had so much confidence in h
wag glad to see the earth 8o near. dene
There was no danger of falling from space now,

But there was another peril which all appreciated.

| the air to a great height.

'_ the mighty clouds of steam were ascending.
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The comet, would strike the earth in this vieinity. There was the
chance of being in 1t8 way or some of its flying parL‘icles.

Bat Low to escape it Was a guestion without taking chances. For
a8 goon as it would become certain that one wa8 in its path the time
left Lo get out of its way would be limited. ¢

The main comet was now far on its way along the other gide of its
orvit and still traveling off toward the horizon, 4

It would gradually grow smaller, though would probably be vigible
for three months yet. !

But the fragment or ofi-shoot was now looming up perilously naar
the earth.

The air ship found a haven in one of the warm vallays and as near
the face of a cliff as possible.

The hours passed.

All the aerial voyagers cou
gcent of the comets

Nearer it drew now with increased velocity.

A light not of earth and most supernatural was spread over the
whole Antarctic region.

The voyagers watched all breathlessly.

Then Professor Mendon gasped:

« Heaven defend us! I believe it will strike in this very valley, and

it should £ll it with fire!”

CHAPTER VIIL
THE LAKE DISAPPEARS.

Ir wag a thrilling declaration. The result of such a contingency to
the voyagers could readily be understood.

Bat their feara proved unfounded, J :

The comet did not strike in that valley. But it did strike full in the
center of a lake not; ten miles distant.

The result was terrific.
. The earth shook, flames'and great clouds of steam leaped up into

It was as if & combination of voleano and earthquake were at work
in the vicinity.

The voyagers clung to each other with strange gensations.

It seemed as if the world was coming to an end, 8o strange and un-
natural were the manifestations. The scene and the experience was
never forgotten by our voyagers.

The lake was on the other side of the volcanic range and was a num-
ber of miles in area,

The adventurers liad obtained a good view of it when the air-ship
descended. It was a considerable body of water.

But the comet had fallen, and the fears of our voyagers were at an
and.

The earth had not been knocked from its axis, nor had 1t suffered
any serious injury.

The original comet was_speeding off to the distant horizon, and
avery moment growing less distinct.

Now that the danger was over the aerial voyagers recovered their
spirits. All were anxious to see what the work of the comet had
been.

T can say that T am glad it is over!” declared Prof. Mendon.

¢ Sp am I!” said Frank,

¢« And we are Jucky to have been so narrowly migsed,” said Jack,
¢t though the miss was ten miles, it was nevertheless a close onel”

All agreed to this., :

“ Golly!” eried Pomp, “ dis chile was jes’ s'pectin’ to see de Angel
Gabriel ebery moment.”

« Begorra, [ niver heerd the loikes av sich worruk!” averred Bar-
ney. ‘I belave av ould Nick himsilf had turned up jist thin I
wouldn’t have moved out av me thracks.” ;

All langhed heartily.

Then atlention was turned to the air-ship. The Flash was practi-
cally unhurt.

The froat had of course long since melted from her windows, So
‘far as could be seen she had suffered no ill from her long journey
heavenward.

The curiosity of all was now excited as to the eflect of the comet

_mpon the lake into which it had failen.

One effect was visible. This was an immense cloud of steam which
kept rising skyward.

Beyond this nothing could be seen. Professor Mendon advanced a
hypothesie, :

41t is my opinion,” he said, *‘ that the lake ia converted into steam
by the fires of the aevolite. I don’t believe you will find much trace
of the lake after the steam subsides.” ;

Do you believe that it has completely absorbed the lake?’ asked
Frank.

“YGE!” . -"-3:.

This seemed like a strong statement, bat they remembered that the
aerolite was a big one. :

The curiosity of all was aroused now, They awaited with im-
_patlence a favorable moment to pay a visit to the sgene.

But as Prof, Mendon declared, it was of little use to go thither while

So no effort was made to do so. - All were hungry, and Pomp pro-
¢eeded to spread himself upon a good meal.
After all had partaken of this, Prof. Mendon entertained the party

«] don’t see why we should not celebrate,” he declared. - **Oar
South Pole trip has proved a greal success!” .

« [ we only et home all right,” was Jack’s proviso.

« | know no reason why we should not.”

Ah! though they little realized it there were many obstacles in the
way of Lheir departure for home at ouce. What these were we shall
g00n see. ' i

Baraey and Pomp were, as usaal, ready to contribute their quota
to the fund of general amusement. 1 s
Barney brought out his Irish fiddle and danced an Irish jig, and
played Irish airs the while.

Pomp, not to be outdone, came out with his banjo.

He was an adept at strumming this, and also sang cleverly some

gomical darky songs.

1d do now was to wateh the vivid de-# So several hours were passed by the company. And then Frank

decided that they had better turn in for a night's sleep.

The gloud of steam yet hung over the distant lake. Tt was certain
that the aerolite could not be inspected until this should clear away.
As it might be hours, perhaps days, before this transpired, it wag
decided to follow Frank’s advice and indulge in a night’s sleep.

This was done. Soon the entire party were in’the embrace of
Morphens. Not until they had sufficiently satiated the desire for
slumBer did they awake.

Then it was seen that the steam cloud had greatly abated.

Frank declared:

« T pelieve we can go over there now with safety. All aboard!”

He went into the pilot house and turned the rotascope switch. The
air-ship sprung upward.

Ten miles was easily covered by the Flash. A descent was made
upon an eminence which overlooked the lake.

Tihe scene spread to the view ol the voyagers was a curious one.

As the professor had predicted, the lake was ne longer there,

In its place was a curious mass of charred rocks and sand. It
was the bed of the lake which had been completely evaporated.

Of the comet—what was to be found? : :

Nothing! :

At least nothing tangible. The evidence of iis work alone. The
blackened bed of the lake and the mighty clouds of steam.

This veritied the professor’s theory to a dolthat the comet was not
a solid body. :

Being but a mass of inflammable gases in a condensged and procrea-
tive form, nothing could be left of it, after its impact with the waters
of the lake.

All this was explained by Prol. Mendon, to the deep intereat of his
hearers.

« Mercy on us!” exclaimed Jack. Whata powerinl amount of fire
there must have been in that comet to turn this whole lake inio
steam!”

« Indeed, yes!” repliad the professor. *‘ No doubt the water in part
made fuel for the fires!”

« Humph!” said Fraok, * [ am alraid we ghall be unable to carry
home any pieces of the comer.” .

« The comet, therefore, is a snare and a delusion,” langhed the
prolessor, * an exceedingly impalpable thing!” |

¢ This much fwe have certainly learned by coming to the South
Pole!” declared Jack.

It was no use to attempt to walk upon the bed of the absorbed
lake. The earth was so heated that the consequences would have
been serious. ;

For a time the party watched the scene. Then they returned Lo the
air-ship.

It seemed as if the great expedition had reached ils end.

There seemed nothing more to do but to get aboard and sail back
to the Storm King and thence home.

The chase for the great comet was ended.

The comet was far on the return course of its orbit. It had proba-
bly paid the earth a nearer visit than any other comet.

It might be ages before such o wonderful thing would occur again.

1t was little wonder therefore that the two scientists, father and son,
were highly pleased. They had witnessed that which no other scien-
tists had ever witnessed in all time.

They were content to return home and report to the scientific so-
ciety. They would be sure of a medal of honor and distinction.

But Professor Mendon was not blind to one fact. He gripped
Frank Reade, Jr.’s, hand, and said:

« But for you, this worderful phenomenon would be lost to the
world. My son and I wounld have sacriticed our lives for the one
glimpse of the comet at such close guarters, We owe you uttch.”

¢ It is nothing!” replied Frank. *‘In serving vom, I am doing
the interests of science a great service. I am well repaid.”

1t was decided to spend no more time at the South Pole, but at
once return home. i

N(:l time was devoted to farther exploration of the Antarctie
world.

How far it might extend, or whether it was inhabited or not, no
longer interested them. All had the fever to be homeward bound.

Life in tllose awful solitudes was becoming oppressive.

To be so long beyond the beneficent rays of Lhe sun was a posi-
tiva injury to health. The voyagers were beginning Lo experience
gome of the discomforts of the Arctic explorers, who have nigh been
driven mad by extended season of darkness,

So it was concluded that they had tarried long enough in the region
of snow and ice. ; ' 2

awhile with humorous storles. He was supplied with afund of them.

All went aboard.
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A last view was taken of the volcanoes, of the absorbed lake and
the Antarctic valley. ; .
“Then Frank sent the air-ship up. It rose like a bird. It was headed

. duenorth. : ¢ g !

The purpose now was to find the Storm King. Theu, when the ice
pack broke up, the ship could sail for home.- The air ship, of course,
could go at any time, 3 \ : ;

* The temperate valleys were loft behind, Once more fur snils were
brought into requisition,

. The cold was something most frightfal to face.
. tared out on deck. )
_ But a few hours later the temperature rose a peg. Then inky black-

ness shut down, as a terrific blizzard began to blow. P

-,

They seldom ven-

s r—

CHAPTER IX.,
THE BLIZZARD. -

. Ix the Antarctic blizzard the air-ship was completely lost. Of
* gourse It was impossible to see in any direction.

The snow blew in tLe most blinding of blasts. Nothing could be
seen beyord the windows.

Even the powerlul search-light failed to penetrate but a few feet in-
to the air ahead.

It was by no means an encouraging outlook. To say that Frank
Reade, Jr., was dismayed wonld be a mild statement.

'~ To ascend above the storm was hardly feasible, ag it doubtless ex-
tended to an enormous altitude. :

To face it seemed the only way. Of course the compass wag of no
use in these latitudes so Frank bardly knew which way to go.

Bat he kept what he believed Lo be a northerly course and trusted
o fate. This led to misfartune.

' There was a sudden terrific shock. [Everybody on board was
‘knecked down. It seemed for a moment a8 if the air-ship was com.
ing to pieces.

Then Barney, who was at the wheel, was able to penetrate the
gloom far enough to see that the prow of the air-ship had collided
with the peak of some mighty iceberg.

‘But Frank had sprung below, .

In that moment be had fancied hearing something abont the ma-
chinery click and break. But though he searéhed for it, he found
nothing then. :

The storm had now increased with awful fury; the blackness wag
deeper, and the whirl of snow more dense.

No progress was even attempted, Tons of snow were on the
the deck. It elogged the rotascops valyes. .
mT?iTl speedily began to tell, for it weighed the air-ship down

arfully. s

Now for the first time Frank grew apprehensive.

**1 never saw 8o much snow before in my caréer,” he declared;
*“and how wet and heavy it is! 1 fear we shall have to do some-
thing at once to get out of it, or we shall be huried!”

* Bejabers, Misther Frank,” cried Barney, ** there's only wan way!"

“ And that—-" | ;

‘* Mebbe we kin go above it.” :

** Correct!” cried Frank, ‘“try it. Let the air-ship 2o up.”

But even as he spoke, Baroey gave an appalling ery. In a moment
Frank was by his side. :

. ‘" Mercy on us, Misther Frank!” eried the Celt,
seop%;_ w?n’t wirr}xk fast Ollollllg,h.” !
** Won't: work fast enough!” exelaimed Frank, * it i
L Er g g it'is the clogging
Even as he spoke he heard’s rending crash in the engine-room. The
air-s%!p began to settle
‘¢ Begorra, we're going down,” cried Borne: v
Ern;:k knew this ﬁall.g ; 7501 Tanmgs
oknew that there had been a break in the i

tht]alpt:;eaent Sihtpntit?n ;:ge outlook was serious, L e

. he air-ship should fall and be unable i

bn'lr;leid L“i A m?ow. to rise it would be literally

his did not mean that it could never be resurrected, but the situa-
tion woald be an exceedingly swkward an :

nt.lleust sienp delny, gy d anpleasant one. It would

0 that moment it did not once occar to Frank that ib
break was a serious one, and might indeed prevent thepg‘?ilahlylrt()hui

flying azain, 3

. The other voyagers rushed into the pilot house with di

huT?h:Er?Tpda:H'l:l? df"‘:;{l EJ{-’WIJ' l"l? _80ftly between Lh?an;g'ks of a

4 , 40 e while the snow
arder and faster blew the gnow. NS e S

It seemed to come in drifting clonds,
ah}; a few moments, as it seemed, it was over the thwarts of the
It was not uncomfortable in the cabin, But the v
s 1l
80 much plunged into disma thoy wata i
a.llgooll u:lsllapreciate i y and apprehension that they were not in
'One and all only thought of some way of
,-.‘; Was her machinery broken beyond rapnl{-f wndun gl
© Frank Reade was already at work apon it.

When e came up into the cabin again £ i
Hlotil e ag there was an anxious ex-

“ Share, the rota- |

g the air ship.

_yond repair??

. ney.

" ¢ 1 hope not,” replied Frank; ‘if I had the ship at h('m:e 1 should
‘gay not, but I have not the right tools to work with here,”
‘And still the snow grew deeper outside. It was now on a level
with the pilot-house window. ;
At this rate before; many hours the air-ship would be completely
buried. L ; L
The electric lights made all light encugh in the cabin. Bul nothing
could he seen outside. e i/ .
Words can hardly describe the situation or express the sensation of
the snow-bound adventurers.
Hours passed and still the blinding storm kept on. ;
Professor Mendon occupled the most of his time in studying the
phenor.ena. .

ways in the cubin.

For twenty hours the fearful storm raged. Then it wag not known

: “ But the others were content to occupy themselves in various other

1“whether it had ceaged or not, for the windows weré eutirely blocked.

The appalling fact was forced upon the voyagers itiat Lhey wers
buried in the snow. i !

Perhaps forever! It might be impossible to ever extricate Lhe air
ghip from it8 imprisonment.

In that case fearful would be the fate of the party. DBut as yet nooe
would believe this,

Frank Reade, Jr., would not accept the facl but that there was some
way out of the predicament., 'And go time went on.

At length, when fully *wo days had thus passed, Frank said:

‘] am not going to stay here any longer. I mean tc find oul where
we'are, and whether the storm has ceased or not!”

“Good,” cried the professor; *‘lst us by all means!”

‘ How shall we go Lo work to do it?’ asked Jack.
# Begorra, the only way I can see is to dig our way out,” cried Bar-

‘¢ Ir' it is necessay we will do that,” declared Frank.

“ How deeply are we buried do you think?”’ asked Mendon,

‘* We cannot be entirely buried,” reasoned Frank, ** or we would
lack for air. As yet we have not been much troubled in that respect.”

*“ That is truel” agreed the professor. ** Aud a point well taken.
Will you go out by the deck door, Mr. Reaile?”

“ No, by the upper hatch,” said Frank.

‘“ Thers must be a weight of snow on that.: Can we raise it?”

¢ If we canuot, then we shall know that we are hopelessly buried,”

¢ I believe you are right.”

Frank led the way to the upper hatch, He applied his strength to
the trap. It yielded a tritle.

His single strength was not adequate,
once volanteered aid.

With four of them pressing up against the trap it began slowly 10
rise. Steadily it went up.

Then Barney began to dig the snow away with a shovel. Suddenly
the sky was seen overhead.

‘¢ zood!” eried Frank. ‘ Keep on!

This was quite apparent.

in a few momente Barney had clearsd away enough of the snow so
that all could emerge,

The scene which they beheld was a novel and curious one,

The full effect of the bizzard was now seen.

The storm lad passed nnd the starlic sky was above. Upon all
nildash y:eas the streteh of Antarctic country govered with a deep mantle
of white, :

It was seen that the air-8hip was imbedded in a huge drift, and that
she was completely elogged with snow.

i But her rotascopes were unharmed and no serious injury was done
er.

Yet the situation waa grave enongh.

It meant that unless the snow was cleared away very speedily, the
air-ship might have to remain in her present predieament an indefinite
length of time. I

Or at least until the Antarctic summer should ecome again, which
would not fbe for many weary months. This, however, Frank
Reade, Jr., had no 1dea of submitting to.

It was his intention to be out and en route to America ag quigk=
ly .%f possible.

_There seemed but one way to accomplish this, an
dig the air-ship out of her budyof Snow, A LR

Thig would ‘mean hard labor, but the voyagers were not at all
averse to this, it being a part of the programme,  Frank's views
were warmly seconded even by the Mendons. C

Tim others saw this and at

We are coming out of it!"”

~*‘and here i8 Jack, who ia able-bodied,”
So shovels were bronght up and the work began. Wit g oy
Fortunately the snow had warmed the atmosphere materially, and
it ;vas not at allgnp;ieust?.nr. workiog on the upper deck. 3
n a comparatively short space of ti d Pomy
cleared and thawed gu: the mt.ﬂscope. Lk anciPomp i
Then the snow was scraped from the upper deck. e
After working ten fall hours a rest was indulged in. =

agreed to.
Barney and Pomp were the most enthusiastic of all o
As Lhere was no possibility of the air-ship getting away,
being any human foes in the vicinity to meddle with L, i
deemed necessary to leave a guard on hoard, 4

** How 18 it, Mr. Reade?” asked the professor; ‘“is the Wreak be-

armly wrapped in furs the party ¢ ir'
were provided with rifles, e don_ueu e

“1 used to be pretty good at dlggiug," declared the scientist;

For recreation Frank suggested a snowshoe trip. This was warmly
i Eai
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‘ We may tind some game stalled in the snow!? declared Frank;
t and if so, we may stand a chance Lo secure it!”

Thus equipped the party set out.

It was an eujoyable experience, 2 j

On the snow-ghoes they walked with ease over snows which they
knew to be fnll twanty feet deep. .

Without the snow-shoes they would be buried irrevocably in the
feathery white cioud. It was s thrilling thought,

CHAPTER X.
UNWELCOME VISITORS,

TaE Antarctic country here was broken with a diversity of hills and
valleys.

Th“éra were mighty glaciers, deep crevasses, and abysses into which
ene might fall with no chance of ever getting out.

So it was [ound necessary to proceed with caution, despite the
fact that they wore snow-shoes.

There was something wonderfully exhilarating in the sport.

' The party went on for an hour climbing huge drifts and deseend-
ing into great ravines.

i It was enjoyment of the keenest sort.

o The Anlarctic air did not seem to have its usual chill to-day and
* : this made the oceasion all the more enjoyable.

Thus far but little evidence of game had been seen.

“ Bejabers, I'm afther thinkin® they are snowed under!” cried Bar-
ney with his accustomed Irish wit. *‘‘Maybe they’ll come up wid the
sbamrock in the spring.”

“Huh! I done fink if dey am under dis snow dey will jes’ stay
dere,” declared Pomp.

i Begorra, phwere else wad they be?’ propounded Barney.

It was Prof. Mendon who attempted to golve this problem.

“ That looks very reasonable,” he gaid, *“but iL i8 my opinion that
ingtinct causes them to either hibernate or flee before the storm te a
part of the country not so overwhelmed.”

‘¢ No doubt the professor is right,” declared Frank,

But at that moment a distant moving white form was seen upon the
side of an eminence. ;

The adventurers gazed upon it with amazement.

A4 By Jupiter!” exclaimed Jack, *‘ what is that?”

Frank drew back the hammer of his rifle,

e ¢ A white bear!” he declared,
s ¢4 A bear!” exclaimed the young scientist.
: - heavy a creature would sink instanter!”
f : ¢ Not much!” replied his father, the professor, ‘* the white bear is
4 endowed by nature with the faculty for walking upon the lighiest sur-
face of snow.”

** How does he do it?”

‘* Well, if yon will examine his feet, especially his bhind guarters,
you will find that they have a eurface not unlike our snow shoes.
Walking upon snow gives the bear a squatty attitude, bot he does it
just the same.”

‘» Wonderful!” cried Jack. *‘*We live to learn!”

‘ Indeed we dol” agreed Frank;  but shall we give chase to his
bearship.”

* By all means, Let us not return withcut a bit of game.”

“ Very well.”

With this the hunters set out in pursait of their quarry.

But it was not much of a chase. The bear did not seem at all in-
elined to run away. :

It is a well-known fact that the white bear is one of the grittiest of
animals.

- While it is not strictly ageressive and seldom molests man it will
nevertheless stand its ground with great courage and fary.

'~ And it is no deaplicable foe,

. Woe Lo the man who comes in reach of its prodigivus paws. A
blow would fell an ox. ‘

A8 this specimen now found himsell surroanded by his foes he did
not come the sneak act by any means. He turned about on his
haunches squarely and waited for an attack.

¢ ghounld think so

' Frank drew aim and fired,
- The bullet had no more effect thar to make his bearship growl, and
then he made a lunge forward.
Indeed, as he eame tearing down the slope it was no ensy work for
‘the hunters on their snow shoes 1o et out of the way,
. Pomp barely escaped the animal’s claws.
- All now began to pour shots into the bear.
be bnt one result.
~ One of the bullets was bound to find a vital spot.
. In a few momects the bear fell over in 1ts death struggle.
. He wus a monster of the species and the hnuters congregated over
him with interest. ‘
- Barney and Pomp proceeded to remove his skin. While Frank and
. the gcientists began to follow what looked like fox tracks,

_ﬂ-dl'n a'short while the craek of their rifles was heard over a distant
‘Tidge, :
. They presently returned bringing a couple of beantiful white foxes
which were stalled in the snow.

. This was game enough for one expedition, so it was decided 1o re-
turn home, _ ; - :
Back to the air.ship the hunters now made their way. They were
| unwitting the surprise in store for them.

Suddenly Jack Mendon, who wus in the lead, exclaimed:

Of course there could

*« Do you see all those bear tracks? On my word they are leading
to the air-ship,”

# So they are,” agreed Frank, with interest.

* Do you suppose we have unwelcome visitors?” asked Lhe professor.

All Tooked amazed.

**On my word that would not be pleasant!” exclaimed Frank.

**1 should say not.”

“* They may do the air-ship a great deal of damage.”

*Certainly.”

Angxiously all pressed forward to surmount a ridge near by and get
a view of the ship.

As they did 8o all gave a ery of fear and dismay.

Upon the deck of the Flash were three huge bears.
seen about descending into the cabin.

¢ Jemima!” gasped Jack Mendon, * they have taken possession!”

¢ Begorra, wait till we get widin range av ihe bastes!” cried Bar-
ney, elipping cartridges into his rifle.

Forward the hunters now pressed eagerly.

It was deemned best to get within range and then separate, keeping
well at a distance.

Of course there was no way to get rid of the unwelcome visitors
but to fire upon them, This might attract their attention and by
drawing them away from_the air-ship give the lhunters a chance to
get aboard.

Frack opened fire.

He was in rare luck.

His first shot siretched one of the bears out.
him in a vital part.

Then a fusillade began.

The bears were seemingly astonished at the attack. But as soon
as they saw their assailants with angry growls they came to the charge.

This was just what Lhe hunters wanted.

Frank Reade, Jr., managed Lo get behind them and started for the
deck of the air-ship.

Jack Mendon dropped one of the bears.
badly riddled with shots.

Leaving his ecompanions to finish them, Frank pressed on to the
air-ship.

He was quitkly on the deck. He saw that some of the railing had
been demolished, but little damage was done beyond this.

But at the foot of the gangway he saw thal the bears had already
paid the cabin a visit.

Things were fearfully cluttered up. Much was torn and destroyed,
and several pieses of furnilure were clawed to pieces.

‘* Serves us right for leaving the cabin alone!” muttered the young
inventor.

He pushed on through the first cabin.

Just as he was aboul to go forward he heard a curious sound. The
galley door was open.

Frank looked thither.

The sight which met his gaze was 1 most astounding one.
right in the middle of the gulley floor was a huge white bear.

Its snout was covered with jam, and its paws had tarsed the flour
barrel ingice out,

The galley was in a state of wreck and confusion.
Frank wag damfounded.

Thee he acted.

It was wholly upon impulse.

A fourth was

It happened to strike

The remaining two were

There

For a moment

He raised his rifle and fired point blank at the bear. The bullet
struck the bruate’s forehead.
Of course it glanced ofl. The pain was maddening. It made a

shuflling leap forward.

Frank tried 1o get ouc of the way, but it was too late.

Oue of the huge paws strack him to his knees. Again he fired, but
again the bullet had no effect.

This time the hear was upon him.

In that moment Frank Reade, Jr., believed himself lost. The great
jaws yawned over him, the gaunt arms held him,

Bat at that moment rescue came.

Crack!

A rifle directly behind Frank spoke sharply.
bear full in the mouth.

“* Don't yez fear, Misther Frank. Be aisy!” cried Barney.

The Celt had arrived just in the nick of time.

In another moment Frank Beade, Jr., would have received his death
warrant, The huge brute reeled and fell in a heap.

Frank staggered back for a moment oyercome, but he recovered
uimself just as the others entered.

They took in the situation at a glance. Barpey was a hero at that
moment. All hastened to congratulate Frunk on his narrow escape.

‘¢ Saints defend us!” exclaimed the professor, ‘it was a close call
for ym;, Mr. Reade! What would become of us if harm was to come
Lo you?”’

Frank smiled and thanked his friends warmly for their expressions
of good will.

Then it was set about to see just what damage had been done by
the bear. It was found to be nothing very serious after all.

A little labor repaired it all. The carcass of the bear was dragged

ogt upon the snow. Then Barney and Pomp removed the pelts from
all.

And go ended the hant.
Very fortunately no one was injured, and all were in the best of

spirits. But the exeiting events of the period were not over ¥et by any
means.

The bullet struck the
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dHAPTER X1 “ Baruey,f'éig sai"d-.;!"-"l‘um afraid the Flash is aever going to beable B3
: bl uldpori i 1 ; I1. So work was begun on the raft.
S AR R R A, ' Barney was dumfounded. SHM RS X It was Eiada large and strong with bigh bulwarks, On board were

«Yez don’t say!” he gasped. ) £ . o
«It is my fear. Have you not noticed her peculiar actions?”
“ Shure, yes, sor; but | niver thought but that we'd be afther get-
ting back, sor.® .
¢ [ fear not.” ‘ :
Barney scratched his head. : i : ;
He was a plucky rascal, was thig little Irishman. Finally he vent-
ured to say: ] Al )
“ Well, sor, if ghe breaks down wid us,dcau'n w‘?l {)olx her up ngm‘i.’ ) Ran.;I::k e Sl B
 No,” replied Frank. * Her breaking down will be a wearing v i ] ad. i BOLoE. ! ; ;
The mﬂchmgry wonld all have to be replaced. That we cannot do.” “ No possible way,” he replied. ; : And now Captsin Briggs took Hod Olson into the hold of the
The Celt was thoughtful. But he was not to be defeated. Then all proceeded to leave the air-ship where she rested on the ice Storly King and showed hlm’se\verql feet of water.
His eyes flashed. 7 ‘ floe and walk over to the ice-bound ship. . ‘‘Bhe w,n’ll surely go down!” he declared. * All that supports her
¢ [ have it, sor!” : i ~In all its phages the gitnation was a most appalling one. is the ice.” R
Frank climbed down into the esbin. THe went into the dynamo s Well ¥* : fi i " No one seemed to be able to advance a plan for getting out of the This convinced the erew, Lh()llg? ic ﬁnd not b§ any means settle
5 b be 1 togetl umber of wires #We kin foind our way back to the Storm King. Shure, whin gerape. A gloom hung over all. { their rea_rs: They were moody aod surly. LU
e bt e et { Sphring cums we’ll just sail home in her!” It required but a glance for Frank to see that the Storm King was * ] think we had better not stay in their company,” said the cap-
~In a few moments he had made a number of net-like sections. These | Spuring cl J S LA %20l aid u‘ Ealli t6 thie Otierk % Tk Ma glve Lot the alibjon 0f the. Bosts or tha
Tie took out and placed at various distances upon the snow. ‘* That is very good, Barney,” said Frank, shaking his head, bu past a . f W .
/ eﬁ‘o ench he connected a wire [rom the dynamos ¢ Phwat, sor?” «She will never flcat again,” he muttered. - *‘This is the hardest rufg. § :
“ «What are you going lo do, Mr. Reade'?” asked the professor « The Storm King is worse off than we are.” kind of lnck!" i : This was donfa. 7 . §
finally, unable to Jonwer restrain his curiosily. ‘Yoz don’t mane to. say——" The,malter as requested by Captain Briggs was kept secret from The ecrew decided quickly upon the boats. These were equipped and
tel et going to tl?y and remove this snow by means of electric ¢ She is nipped in the ice, and I predict that she will mever float the crew. ] i provisioned. j ‘
heat,” rel lied the youn inventor. again.” ! / They were ignorant and prejudiced feilows, and there was no tell- The last of the ice pack was now in motion, The heavy sea caused
u}'})lectgic haut.ry B i Barney sank down into a chair. He had no more to say. The ouat- ing what insane thing they might do if they knew the truth. .| it to rock violently.
W ¥enl” look was certainly bad. - ok ;dA Bho"a was made fac :illeﬂft:“g k!-hﬁ ice ffrt(;]m _the Sti"m King's At this juncture it oceurred to Captain Briggs fo take his bearings,
w the point. How feasible the plan was, of Do yez want L0 say anything to the others?” he asked finally. gides, and preparing for the breaking up o e ice pack. He was given a start of surprise.
comaz glrfll;‘:nvgu?;lcggld gll'lovel.) int. P 4 I think nos,” replied Frank. It is enough for you snd I to This was to deceive the crew. ’ « On my word,” he cried. * We are ten degrees further north than
But it looked reasonable. know it.” . Whenever practical, the aerial voyagers and the captain were | we were. What can it mean?”’

It was certain that the wires counld be heated terrifically by the | ¢ Share it is, sor.” wont Lo discuss the situation. All were surprised ns well.

THE I1CE BREAES UP— END. placed goodly stores.
'« Waar do you mean?” eried Frank. ¢‘ Will not vour ship float?” Upon this raft they could drif for weeks. If they ehanced te get
Do not tell the erew,” whispered Captain Briggs, “but the ice | into a northbound current all might be well. it

. has erushed her keell” They would stand a good chance of meeting some sealing, vesgel or
It was an appalling moment, eventually reaching the mn'mland of Australia.

Then Prof. Mendon tarned to Frank, Every hoar now the ice field was disintegrating, Only a mile porth

* i hich ir-ship can be repaired, Mr. | lay the open sea, ; ; :
N o ; 4 ; Piece by piece the ice field broke away and drifted offi The line

. Typ matter now which claimed the attention of all was the remoy.
gl of the snow from ihe decks of the nir-ship. :
" Ones more they began work, and had made slow progress when
‘the inventive genins of Frank Reade, Jr,, came Lo the rescue.
« Hnough!” he cried, suddenly flinging down his shovel. ‘¢ Thisis
"~ too hard work for me; I've had enough of it!”
" The others looked at him in amazement.
Of coarse they atopped work.
& What is the matter, Mr. Reade?” asked the professor.
.| 1 think there is a better plan for doing this job.”
- Of course all were interested. :
Tk “ Your inventive genins comes to the front, Mr. Reed,” cried the
| professor. ‘*What may it be?” s
g  Wait and I will show you.”

Ol coarze this must have some effect upon the guow,
Frank literally covered the snow with the nettings,

was dng through the drift for the water and slush to be carried off.
Then Frank went into the cabin and turned on the full foree of the

Tha result was quickly apparent.
The wires sank into the snow wit
‘gteam began to arise. © 1)
The snow began to settle as if beneath the sun of an April day. It
was soon on a level with the lower deck before apy water was seen,
Then the heated wires under the frigid mass made business lively.
In a very short space of time water was coursing through the ditch,
Of eourse it froze rapldly but not in the vicinity of the heated wires.
These were literally disintegrating the great mass of white. Faster
" and faster it settled.
Now it was far below Lhe bulwarks.
| the great snowdrift was reduced.
The air-ship sat on a level keel upon the ice. :
The snow which had not been melted was piled up in heaps about.
Then Frank shut off the current.

h a terrific hiss. Great clonds of

Before two hours hnd' pasged

So the matter was kept secret. The air-ship kept on her way north-
ward though. ;

Frank proceeded slowly, for he feared to tax the mackiners to its
utmost for fear of a break-down.

But he knew that the end was near ‘and could not be long deferred.

One day the pack ice was sighted. The sun was now visible just
urder the horizon. ‘ :

This was indication that they were near the open sea, and conse-
quently in higher latitndes. ; ;

They must soon reach the locality where the Storm King was 1ce-
bound. So a sharp lookont was kept for the ship.

1t was Pomp who firat sighted the Storm King.
The vessel had chapged Ler position greatly since first they saw
her. i

She was much more on her side, and the ice was pressing about
hier in great masses, ; : J

“ Oun my word,” exelaimed Prof. Mendon, *¢ I fear that the Storm
King will be nipped!” . e

 She is already!” said Frank. _ :

The professor looked keenly at the young inventor. Then he drew

'\ ‘sort.

~Many plans were laid, All at best were but dernier resort.
" It was suggested by Captain ' Briggs that the whaling boals of
the ship be dragged out upon the ice and. fitted out for a last re-

The chances were small, however, of ever being able to make any
nothern land in these,

. 'The southern seas were of the reughest desecription. [t required
a strong ship to weather them at all times.

" But yet hope was not abandoned., Jack Mendon advanced a plan.
This was to bulld a huge raft and launch it as soon a8 a clear sea
eonld be had. i -

But it was yet too early to take aetion of this kind. ' Moreover, it
would excite the fears of the crew and be sure to make trouble.

The days passed into weeks. é

There were plenty of supplies for all, for the air ship was-well
slocked as well as the ship.

The lopg Antarctic winter was slowly wearing away, but it seemed
almost interminable.

However, the sun finally began to show above the horizon, and with
its coming there was a change.

It seemed as if the whole face of Nature was undergoing disraption.

¢ Then the ice pack must be drifting northward,” declared Frank.

This solved the problem.

It was also a gratifying realization. They were in a north-beund
current and must some time, barring accident, reach nerthern seas,

The spirits of all arose,

Even the crew brightened up. The future looked more cheerful.

Professor Mendon was confident.

“1 can see in all this the hand of fate,”” he declared. * 1 tell von
we are going to live to get back to civilization, and I shall be able
to render science a mighty service.”

The Storm King had settled almost to her gunwales. Barly one
morning her end came. ®

A report like a cannon rushed across the ice fleld. Tons of ice

~piled up mountain high, The ship felt the ehock.

It was her death knell.

With one mighty lunge she went down.' Oaly a hole in the ice and
a few air bubbles remained. T

The air-ship, being mueh lighter, wounld flcat indefizitely. The
time had come for action. -

The raft and the boalg were launched.

The success of the contrivauce was a victory for Frank Reade, Jr., | him to one side, saying:
and bronght a cheer from all. : I have noted for somewhile that there was somethinz on your - Floeks of sea fowls came down. Open places appeared in the sea of
* Enough!” cried Professor Mendon, ‘* Defeat is not in the cate- | mind. 'Will not you tell me?” ‘ ' ice.
gory for Frank Reade, Jr. 'He would overcome any obstacle!” “ Really——" began Fraunk. The atmosphere began te moderate very perceptibly. After a time
Frank modestly acknowledged the homage paid him, and said: “That is all right,” said the scientist. **You can trust me, Are . eracking and booming poises came to the ears of Lhe voyagers from
“‘But we must take advantage of our opportunity now to get out of | our chances good for getting out of this Antaretic country?” the ice fields.
this vicinity. = If we do not, I fear we shall get inLo trouble.” Frank was silent a moment. Then he fearlessly replied: It was now time.to act.
« Whieh is right,” eried Jack Mendon; **I am ready to go! Let us «] fear not.” s . The Storm King bad begun to list heavily and settle in the ice.
pueh on to find the Storm King!” .The scientist seemed deeply affected for a moment, and then gaid: There was a gurgling sound under her as if of Howing waters.
« Bug first to repair the air-ship,” declared Frank. wIR #1t is not for myself I care. [ am an old man, But my boy—I Then Captain Briggs called the crew together.
The young inventor went below again to search for the break in the | had hopes of & great career for Jack!” - He told them the siuation plainly and honestly, : 5
electrical machinery. Frank placed a hand on the old man's arm, : . “There is no hope for the ship!” Le declared.” *‘ She must go to | Te2Ching Lhe raft,
This time he found it and was but a little while in repairing it. Then | ‘Do not let me unduly alarm you,” he said.  All my fears may = the bottom.™ The other became separated from the raft, and four months later,
all was ready. } be naught.. The Storm ng may float all ﬂgl\tv yet." -~ The effect upon the crew was not at first very pleasant. They with three of her occupants stiil aliVe, she was pickell ap off the Aus-
Once more the rotascopes buzzed. ; *“ But the air-ship——"
~Ag BoOn a8 they hiad cledred themselves well of ‘the snow and ice, *I shall not venture to essay the trip home with her.”
-the air-ship sprang up into the air, Neither spoke on the subject again. ‘But they had o good uuder-
Northwerd again Frank set her course. - standing. ;
She sailed on over the snow-bound region apparently as steady as The air-ship now drew rapidly nearer the Storm King, But just at
. ever. : that moment a eatastrophe occurred. j ] s
4 At least it seemed so fo the voyagers, all save Frank Reade, Jr. The Flash suddenly and without warning began to sink. Cries of
. The young inventor was not satisfied. 5 alarm escaped the voyagers. Jack Mendon rushed to Frank and

Sails were set and the wind drove them slowly northward.

Frank took a last look at the Flash.

The northward current proved a Birong one.

The raft and boats were rapidly carried into higher latitudes. Thus
for days they kept on.

Fortnne seemed to favor them, The seas were rough, but no
storm came to disturb them for over a week, i

Then a terrific norther set in. It was now that the saperiority of
the ralt was shown,

Oune of the whaleboats was stove, and the crew barely suceeeded in

peemed inclined to mutinous spirit, tralian coast.

~ But a little arguing by Frauk Reade, Jr., and the captain had a Fordays the norther drove the raft before it,

~good effect npoa them, = A At times it seemed as if the crew must give themselves up te a cer-

" “You mugt know,” said Frank, * that chis is no fault of ours. | tain and terrible fate.

' Ships will all meet with mishaps,” They were obliged to lash themselves to the timbers, and were con-
~ *“Bat there Is no help for us by being brought away down here in | 8tantly swept by the powerful seas.

this God forsaken part of the world,” declared one of the erew sus- After intense suffering the storm finally abated.

iy o : : They were now in warmer seas.

‘Frank saw that it was useless Lo try to reason with them further, Day by day the weather moderated. Captain Briggs one day took

50 the pubject was dropped. his bearings.

But it was arranged that oll of the serial travelers should go well ‘“ We are almost on a parallel with New Zealand,” ke de-

‘armed to guard against an outbresk. And Captain Briggs prepared | clared. ¢ I see no reason why we should not sight & sail en one of

for the deserting of the ship. these fine days.” .

. And here was a source of trouble. The crew were determined to But the long looked for sail did not seem to materialize, However

pin their faith to the ship and wonld not leave it, the castaways seemed to thrive quite comfortably aboard the raft,
Argument was of no avail. : They had plenty of provisions, and the only fear was a lack of water.

At length Captain Briges cried, angrily: However, this was sparingly used. And thus time went on.

‘¢ Well, stick to your ship and go to your dcom. If you will be It would require more than words to depict adequately the situaticn

fools suffar the consequences.” © of the drifting castaways. J

=.Thl;.li pn:garm.lons were made for equipping the boats and the build- The brash of the artist might do better justice. It was certainly not
.‘?on”{)l:‘;mw Nagai unBenv:gb%e experience,

; ¢ f t there must ¢come an end to all thines,

The crew objected to the removal of the boats from the ship. Big h i 4 3

BadIOlsen, $ha Houtawatn: grewled: p.  Big in%r;l\?o:ag'f c(:}ﬁltéar;?;:vi;;f;ou forever, Fortunately the happening was
411 ye take our boats what’s to become of us if the ship founders?’ ing, j ’ ; :

?he crlaw' were ob(i’urﬁte;nd armed themselves, Only Fprnnk Reade, Po?nn; ;32”;"2}33?(,?3}“ DI n o T NOERFROMIASE SURON Ehe see,
8 cool nerve saved the day. ‘“ Golly,” he shouted, *dere am a coast line!™

hey cannot object to our building a raft,” he said. * By the ing o M e i
i @ wa gat that done the ship will be in such nt'poaition that T tyﬁink waI: ir:%[]l;;?td Ynt stnglo glance for l Lp sea that this waa tras. ny
hey will come to their penseh. ; The utmost of excitement ensued,

"His keen sense had revealed to him a peculiar motion, and a certain | cried:
. nnsteadiness which were alarming,
The air-ship had been strongly built.
Bat in spite of all this, nothing created by man can be eternal.
- Frank knew this well enough. @
. The Flash had traveled a good ways and encountered mapy serious
. and rongh mishaps. :
. It could not be expected that she should last forever. But would she
. be able to take them out of this desolate lost Jand?
. This was the question.
Frank feared the worst.
He dared not think ‘of the enormity and horror of such a fate ag -
being left in that region of ice, : the Storm King eame rushing over,
It would be akin to a slow, lingering death. Explanations were quickly indulged in. Captai
The chances of rescue were fow. The vessels which penetrated to | founded when he learned the air-ship had probabl
::]l;?t. 8eas were very few. The chance of being rescued by one was | cruise. ' : :
{ ¥ “ Th i 3 [
Thus the situation stood. upon ygﬁ tz%a:?u;???t! ek e o

At length, unable to bear the strain longer, Frank éall d B
agide and confided his fears to him. g, ] - e

‘* Mr. Reade, what ig the matter?”’ )
The young inventor replied : . : :
‘It 1s no use to disguise the fact longer. The air-ship has reached
the limit of its career.” : Sl e o
Pomp and Jack Mendon were the only ones who aie not know this.
- They were, ‘however, soon resigned, as were the others, TS
*‘ We came here expecting to lose our lives,” said Professor Men-
don, ‘¢ but we are sorry that you should sacrifice Yours for ours!™
‘ We have taken our 6wn chances,” said Frank; * it is no fanlt of
yours. We do not find fault.” : = g
The air-ship settled down easily npon an ice floe,
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‘The raft was by no means an easy thing Lo steer. But,‘;‘lﬁn eftort
was made to guide it toward the coast. 4

1t required nearly a whole day for the cumbersome siructure 10
‘drift in near to the coast,

Then Barney and Pomp leaped over and swam ashore with a line,
 The raft 'was drawn up high and dry on the beach. The cast-

away gave divine thanks for their rescue,

" The coast upon which they had landed was really a part of New
Zealand. ; :

The raft had drifted westerly a3 well a3 northerly and this ex-
plained all. It was a happy denouement of oce of the most arda.
ous and thrilling expeditions ever recorded.

Tn due time after some thrilling adventures the party safely reached
Auckland.

THere the sailors found a chance to ship for Melbourne on & merch-
ant brig. But Captain Briggs was decided to retura to America with
the others. :

A steamer bound for San Francisco was found and they secured

assage,
. ngtz days later they were homeward bound oo the high seas.

In doe time San Franciseco was reacheld. Then the news of their

retarn spread over the country.
A great sensation was created.

-

People flocked about the bnlletin boards and eagerly read the
newspaper accounts of the thrilling adventures of the party.

As far ag Chicago the returned explorers journeyed together.

There Lhey separated, not without some emotion. Professor Men-
don and Jaek fairly embraced Frank. .

« We shall never forget you as our greatest benefactor!” they cried.

Frank modestly disclaimed such an honor. Then they parted.

The professor and Jack went on to New York. Therein the Sci-
entific Institute the account of their famous chase of the Hopkins
comet may be found,

Frank Reade, Jr., Barney and Pomp went back to Readestown.

The expedition had not been a very profitable one for the young
inventor. He had lost his air-ship. Bnt for this he did not repine.

[ ghall build another and a better one!” he declared.

So let us wait with patience for the next inventiou whieb will, no
doubt, be his latest and best.

Barney turned a dozen flip-flaps in very joy at getting home, and
Pomp stood on his head with excess of pleasure. o

« Yo' kin talk about de Souw’ Pole all yo' pleass,” declared the -
darky, ‘‘dere amn’t no place like Home SweelL Home, Ain’ dat so,
T’ish?” 5

+*Begorra, yez afe roight,” affirmed Barney, for once disposed to
agrea with Lis colleague. And right here let us stop.

[THE END.]

TUseful and Instructive Boolss.

HOW TO BUILD AND SAIL CANOER.--A handy book for boys, con-
wining full airections for constructing canoes and the most ‘?oputar
manner of sailing them. By C, Stanfleld Hicks. Price 10 cents.
For sale by all newsdealers in the United States and Canada, or gent
to any address, postage free, on receipt of price, Address Frank
Tougey, publisher, 3¢ ani 36 Nortk Moore Strest, New York., Box
2730,

oiOW TO PLAY GAMES.—A complete and useful liftle book, cone
taining the rules and regulations of Billiards, Bagatelle, Backgams
mon, Croquet, Dominoes, et¢. Price 10 cents.  For sale by all newse
dealers in the Usiited States and CZoada, or sent to your add
stage free, on mceiﬁt of price. Frank Tousey, publisher, 8¢ and
gioorth Moore street, New York, Box 2780.

HOW TO STUFF BIRDS AND ANIMALS.—-A valuable book, giving
iustructions in collecting, mounting and preserving birds, animals
and insects. Price 10 cents. For sale by all newsdealers in'the
United States and Canada, or sent to your addre~s, postage free, on
raceipt of the price. Address Frank Tousey, publisher, 34 and 86
North Mcore Street, New York. Box 2730.

HOW T0O MAKE CANDY.—A complate hand-book for making all kinds
of candy, ice-cream, syrups, essenees, ete. Price 10 cents, For sala
by all newsdealers in the United States and Canada, or sent to any
address, postage free, on receipt of price. Address Frank Tousey,
publisher, 34 and 36 North Moore 8treet, New York. Box 2730, °

HOW TO BECOME a SPEAKER.-.Containing fonrteen illustrations,
giving the different positions requisite to become a good speaker,
reader and elocutionist, ' Also containing gems from all the popular
anthors of prose and poetry, n.mmglgad in the most sémple and coneise
manner possible. For sale by all newgdealers in the United States

- and Canada, or sent to yonr address, postage fres, on receipt of ten
,eents, ' Address Frank Tousey, publisher, 34 and 36 North Moore
sireet. Now York, Box 2730.

HOW T0 DO TRICKS WITH CARDS.—Containing explanations of e

general principles of sleight-of-hand applieable to card tricks; of

- card tricks with ordinary eards, s« not vequiring sleight-of-hand

- of tricks involving sleight-of-hand, or the use of speecially prepared

cards. By Professor Haffner. With illustrations. Priece 10 cents,

Fox:- FI:lBt yﬂall gev{?sdonfkla{e, or senti) lpuﬁt—paid, to any address on

raceipt of price, by Frank Tousey, publisher, 34 and 36 North Moore
Btrest, New York, P, 0. Box 2730, :

/HOW TO DO TRICKS,—The great book of magic and eard tricks, eou-
- taining full justruction of all the leading card tricks of the day, also
tne most popular magieal illusions as performed hy our leading
magicians ; every boy should btain a copy, as it will both amuse
‘and instruet, Price 10 cents. For sale by all newsdealers in the
Umt_ad1 S;utels a.ndA%t;nadabor :1:3!55 to any address, postage free, on
receipt of price, ress Frank Tousey, publisher, 34 and 36 North
Moore Street, New York., Box 2730, s

HOW TO S0LVE CONUNDRUMS. —Containing all the leading conun-

- druws of the duy, amusing riddles, curious catchas and witty say-

- ings. Price 10 cents. For sale by all newsdealers in the United

States and Cunada, or sent to your address, post paid, on receipt of

the price. Address Frank Tousey, publisher, 34 and 36 North
Moore Btreet, New York. Box 2730.

| HOW TO ENTERTAIN AN EVENING PARTY is the title of & very vals
- able little book just published. A complete compendium ogrgamel.
gports, card diversions, comie recreations, ete., suitable for parlor of
rawing-room entertainment. It contains more for the money than
B e Syl gepsis or ot Wime

, publisher, 34 an 0 ore st
_gndrecelva it by return mail, post paid, G

HOW TO KEEP HOUSE, -1t contains information for everybody, boys,
girls, men and women; it will teach you how to make almost any=-
thing around the house, such as parlor ornaments, brackets, ce-
ments, @olian harps, and bird lime for eatching birds. Price 10
cents, Tor sale by all newsdealers in the United States or Canada,
or sent to your address, &ost paid, on receipt of priee, Address
%:;ﬂngw;l(;ousey, publisher, 34 and 36 North Moore Street, New York.

X A

HuW TO FLIRT. Justout. The arts and wiles of flirtation are
explained by this little book. Besides the various methods of haund<
kerchief, fan, glove, parasol, window, and hat flirtations, it contains
a full list of the language and sentiment of flowers, which is inter-
esting to everybody, both old and young. You cannot be happy with-
out one, Price 1¢ cents. Address Frank Tousey, publisher, 34 and
86 North Moore street, New York, Box 2730.

HOW TO BE A DETECTIVE.—By Old King Brady, the world known
deteetive. In which he lays down some valuable and sensible rules
for beginners, and also relates some adventures and experiences of
well-known detectives, Price 10 cents. For sale by all newsdealers
in the United States and Canada, or sent to your addrass, post-paid,
on receipt of the pries. Address Frank Tousey, publisher; 84 and 86
North Moore 8treet, New York. Box 2730, !

HOW TO BECOME AN INVENTOR.—Every boy should know Now ine
ventions originate. This book explains them all, giving exampleg
m electricity, hydraulics, magnetism, opties, pneumatics, mechanics,
ete., ete. The most instructive book published, Price 10 cents
For sale by all newsdealers in the United States and Canada, or
sent to your address, postage free, on receipt of priel. Address
Eranlét'rél‘oousey, publisher, 34 and 36 North Moore street, New York.
. Box :

HOW TO KEEP A WINDOW GARDEN.—Containing full instructions
for constructing a window garden either in town or country. and
the most approved methods for raising beautiful flowers at home,
The most 2omplete B... of the kind ever published. Price 10 cents,
For swle by all newsdealers in the United States and Canada, or
sent to your address, postage fres, on receipt of price. Address
ggunéc'?él‘oousny, pubiisher,34 and 36 North Moore Street, New York.

X

HOW 10 BECOME A GYMNAST.—Oontaining full instruetions for all
kinds of gymnastic sports and athletic exercises. Embracing thirty-
five illnatrations, By Professor W. Macdonald. A bandy and useful
book. Price 10 cents. For sale by every newsdealer in the United
Statee and Canada, or will be sent to your address, post-paid, on
receipt of the price. Address Frank 'l%usey, publisher, 84 and 36
North Moore Street. New York. Box 2730. g

HOW TO MAEKE AND USE ELLCITRICITY.—A deacﬂpm"m of the
wondertul uses of electricity and electro-magnetism, together with

full instrnations for making Electric Toys, Batteries, eto. By George -
illustrations., Price 10

nited States and Capada,
ee, Address.

Trebel, AM., M.D. Containing over fift
eents. ¥or sule I.sv all newsdealers in the

or sent to your address, postage fres, on receipt of pries, A
Frank Tousey, publisher, 31 and 36 North Moore b’ New York,
Box 273 ! v { o

HOW TO BECOME A BCOIENTIST.—A useful and instru DOOK, £1Ve
ing a complete treatise on chemistry ; also, exporiment mus%.

mechanics, mathematies, chemistry, and direetio
works, colored fireg, and gas balloons. This book ea;
Price 10 cents.  For sale by all newsdealers, or it willi ) C
address, postage free, on receipt of price. Address 1k T
publisher, 84 and 86 Nortk Moore street, New York. Box 27

{OW TO BECOME A TAGIUIAN.—Containing the gi
of magical illusions ever I;.;lllaeed before the publie.
cards, incantations, ete. Price 10 cents, For sale
or sgant to -Kour address, postage free, upon re
Touse_?', publisher, 84 36 North Moore

Box 2730, . e

rank Tousey’s Hapd Books.

Containing Useful Information on Almost Every Subject Under the Sun. Price 10 Cent_s Per Copy.

No. 1.
Napoleon’s Oraculum and Dream Book.

Containing the great oracle of human destiny; also tha
frue mesning of almost any kind of dveams, together with
charms, ceremonies, and curions games of cards. A coms=
plete book. Price 10 cents.

No. 2.
’ :
HOW TO DO TRICKS.
The great boek of magic and card tricks, containing fall
fostruction of all the lending card fricks ot the day, also
the most pepular magical iliusions as performed by our
leading magicians; every boy sponld obtain a cupy, as it
will both amuse and instract. Price 10 cents.

Qg

_ HOW TO ¥LIRT.

The arts and wiles of flirtation are fully explained by tnis
little book. Besides the varions methods of handkerchief.
fan, glove, ruanol. window and hat flirtations, it contains
& full list of the language and sentiment of flowers, which
i8 interesting to everybody, both old and young. ¥You can-
not be happy without one. Price 10 cents.

No. I5.
HOW TO0 BECOME RICH.
This wonderful book presents you with the example and
life experience of some of the most noted and wealthy men
in the world, including the seli-made men of our country.
The book is edited by ona of the most successful men of
the presenl age, whose own example is in itsell guide
enongh for those who aspire ty fame and money} The
book will give you the se Frice 10 cents.

No. 485~
HOW TO KEEP A WINDOW GARDEN.
Containing full instructions for constructing a window
gardeu either in town cr country, and the most approved
msthods for raising beautitul flowers at home. ‘khe most
complete book of the kind ever pablished. Price 10 ceuts.

No. 17.
HOW TO DRESS.
Containing full instruction in the art of dressing cud ap=-
pearing well at home and abroad, giving the selections of
colors, material, and how to bave them made up. FPrice 10
eents.

~No. 4. }
i HOW TO DANCE .
les the title of A new and handsome little book just issned
by Frank Tousey. It contains full instructions in the art
of danociug, stiquette in the ball-room and at parties, how
to dress, and-full directions for caling off in all popular
square dances. 'The price is 10 cents.

No. 5.
HOW TO MAKE LOYE.}
A complete guide to love, courtship and marriage, giving
sensible advice, rules and etiquette to he observed, With
many curions and interesting things not generally known,
Price 10 cents. ;

HOW TO BECOME AN ATHLETE.

Giving full instruction for the use of dumb-bells, Indian
elubs, parallel bars, horizontal bars end various other
methods of developing a good, healthy muscle; containi
over sixty illustrations. Every boy can become strong a

ealthy by following the instructions contained in thi
' e book. Price 10 cents.

NO. 7.

HOW TO KEEP BIRDS.
Handsomely illustrated, and containing full instructions
for the management and training of the canary, inocking-
E;tilrd, lznbniink, blackbird, parogues, parrot, etc., etc. Price

cents.

e o
HOW TO BECOME A SCIENTIST.

A usefal and instractive book. giving & complete treatise
on chemistry; also, experiments in acoustics, mechanics,
matbematics, ehemistry, #nd directions for making fire-

.works, colored fires, and gas balloons. This book cannot

be equaled. Price 10 cents,

No. 9.
HOW T0 BECOME A VENTRILOQUIST.

Ry Harry Kennedy. The secret given away. Every intelli-

“genk boy reading this book of instructions, by a practical
-srofeaaor (delighting multitndes every night with his won-

erful imitations), can master the art, and create any
amount of fun for himself and friends. It is the greatest
book ever published, and there’s millions (of fup) in it.
Price 10 cents.

- No, 10,
HOW T0-BOX.
Tha art of self-defense made au?. Contaiming over thirty
illustrations of guards, blows and the ditferent positions of
& good boxer. Kvery boy should obtain one of these useful
and instructive books, asit will teach you how to box with-

. out an instructor. Price 10 cents.

quests.

HOW 10 WRITE LOVE-LETTERS.

. A most eomplete little book. containing full directions for
writing Jove-letters, and when to use them;-also giving
_ smecimen Jetters ror botly young and old. Price 10 cents.

] No. 12,
HOW 'T0 WRITE LETTERS TO LADIES.

Giving complete instructions for writing letters to ladies
on all mbﬂeg!s; also, letters of introduction, notes and re-
rice 10 cents.

No. 13,

~ How to Do Tt; or, Book of Etiquette.

1t is a great life secret, and one that ever -
sires to know all about. Send 10 cents an x!:: :’b‘ :311‘;:::1.?.
happiness in it.

| No. 14.
HOW TO MAKE CANDY,

A compleie hand-book for making all kinds of
m,pol:mps. easenc0s, otc, ebe, Prios 10 vent: iy fou

Box 2730,

No. 8.
HOW T0O BECOME BEAUTIFUL.

One of the brightest and most valuable little books eves

iven to the world. Everybody wishes to know how to
gacume beautiful, both male and female, The secret is
simple, and slinost costless. Read rhis book and be con=
vinced how to becomne beautiful. Price 10 cents.

No. 19. :
FRANK TOUSEY'S

United States Distance Tables, Pocket Coms-
panion and Guide. ‘

Giving lthe official distances on all the railroads ot the
United States and Canada. Also, table of distances by
water to foreign ports, hack fares in the principal citie~,
reports of the census, eto., etc., making it one ot the most
complete and handy books published. Price 10 cents.

No. 20.
How to Enterfain an Evening Party.

A very valuable little book just published. A complete
compendium of games, sports, card-diversions, comic
recreations, etc., snitable for parlor or drawing-room en-
tertainment. It contains more for the money than any
book published. Price 10 cents.

No. 21,
HOW TO HUNT AND FISH,
The most complete hunting and fishing guide ever pub-
lished. Itcontains full instructions about guus, hunting
dogs, traps, mem_:l%a and fishing. together. with descrip=
tions ot game and fish. Price 10 cents.

No. 22.
L ] 1, g 4
HOW T0 DO SECOND S1GHT.
Heller’s second sight explained by his former assistant,
Fred Hunt, Jr. Exgls.imng how the secret dialognes were
unrrtqd onbetween the magician and the boy on the stage:
also giving all the codes and slgnals. The only autheatic
explanation of second sight. Price 10 cents.

No. 23.

HOW TO FXPLAIN DREANMS,
Everybody dreams, from the little child to the aged man
and woman. 'This hittle book gives the explanation to all
kinds of dreams, together with lucky and unlucky day
andu‘ Napoleon's Oraculum,” the book of fate. Price l?
oen

No. 24.
HOW TO WRITE h‘]’a*r;rms TO GENTLE-
Containing fuoll directions fu:iw.riting to gentlemen on all

subjevts; also giving sample letters for mstruction. Price
10 cents.

-~

No. 25.

HOW T0O BECOME A GYMNAST.
Costaining fuli instructions for all kinds of gymmastie
8ports and athletic exercises, Embracing thirty-five illus=
trations. By Professor W. Macdonald. A handy and use=
ful book. Price 10 cents.

No. 26.
HOW TO ROW, SAIL AND BUILD A BOAT.

Fully illustrated. Every boy should know how to row and
sail & boat. Full instructions are given in this little book,
together with instructions on swimming and riding, com-
punion sports to boating. rice 10 cents. &

No. 27.

HOW TO RECITE AND BOOK OF RECI-
TATIONS.

Containing the most popular selections in use, comprising

Datch diaTect, Y¥rench dialect, Yankee and lrish dialect
g;?lota:, together _mth many standard readings. Price 10

No. 28. -
5 =
HGW TO TELL FORTUNES.
Every one is desirons of knowing what his future life wili
bring forth, whether happiness or misery, wealth or pov-
erty. You can tell by a glance at this iittle book. Buy one
and be convinced. Tell your own fortune. Tell the forte
unes of your friends. Price 1p cents.

No. 29.
HOW TO BECOEOiE AN INVENTOR.

Every boy should kuow how inventions brigiaate. Tlie
book explains them all, giving examples in slectricity, by-
draulics, magnetism, optics, pneumatics, mechanics, ete..
ete. T e moct instructive book publisbed. Price 10 cents.

Hro‘. 30.
HOW T0 COOK.
One of the most instructive books on cooking ever pub-
lished. It coutains recipes for cooking mesats, fish, game,
and oysrers: also nies, puddings, cakes and all kinds of
pastry, and a grand collection of recipes by one of our most
popular cooks. Only 10 cents per copy.

No. 3.
m )

HOW TO BECOME A SPEAKER.
Containing fourteen illustrations, giving the different po-
sitions reguisite to become & g speaker, reader and
slocationist Also containing gems from all the popular
authors of prose and poetry, rzanged in the most simple
and concise manner possible, Price 10 centas.

. No. 32.

HOW TO RIDE A BICYCLE.
Handsomely illustrated, and containing full directions fer
moanting, riding and managing & bicycle, fully explained
with practical illustrations; also directons for picking ous
amachine. Price 10 cents. A

No. 33.
HOW TO BEHAYE.
Containing the rules and etiquette of good society and the
easiest and most approved methods of appearing to g
advantage at parties, balls, the theater, church, and in the
drawing room, Price 10 cents. -

No. 34'..
ey - -
HOW T0 FENCE.
Containing full mstruction for fencing and the use of the
broadsword; alse instruction in arohery. Described with
twenty-one practical illustrations, giving the best positions
in fencing. A complete book. Price 10 cents.

- NO. 35.
HOW TO PLAY GAMES.
A complete and useful little book, containing the rules
and regulations, of billiards, bagatelle, backgammon, cro=
quet, Gominoces, etc. Price 10 cents.

No. 36.
HOW TO SOLYE CONUNDRUMS.

Containing all the leading conundrums of the day, amusing
riddles. curious catches and witty sayings. Price 10 cents.

No. 37.
HOW TO KEEP HOUSE.
Tt contains information for everybody, boys, girls, men
and women; it will teach you how to make nI::'eat. anything
aronnd the honse, such as parlor ornaments, brackets,
cements, @olian harps, and bird lime for eatehing birds.
Price 10 cents.

HOW TO BECOME YOUR OWN DOCTOR..

A wonderful book, containing useful and practical infor-
mation in the treatment of ordinary diseases and ailmenta
common to every family. Abounding in useful and effect-
ive recipes for general complaints Price 10 centa.

No. 39.
How to Raise Dogs, Poultry, Pigeons and
etramat il

A usefnl and instructive book. Handsomely illustrated.
By Ira Drofraw. Crice 10 cenis.

el

No. 40. o
HOW TO MAKE AND SET TRAPS.

Including hints on how to catch Moles. Weasels, Otter,
Rats, Squirrels and Birds, Alco how to ¢nre Skins, Co-
pror'x'sly illustrated. By J. Harrington Keene. Price 1§
centa.

No. 41.
The Boys of New York End Men’s Joke Book.

Containing a great variety of the latest jokes nsed by the
most famous end men. No amateur minstrels is complete
without this wonderful little book. Price 10 cents.

No. 42.
The Boys of New York Stump Speaker.

Containing » varied assortment of Stump Speeches, Negro,
Dutech and Irish.  Also End Men's joka: I:]n“ the t,ﬂhin‘
for home amusement and amateur shows. Price 10 cents.

: Ma.’le by all newsdealers, or sent, post-paid, upon receipt of price. Address

FRANK TOUSEY, Publisher, 34 & 36 North Moore Street, New York.




Latest Issues of
THE b CENT

 COMIE LIBRARY

32 A Nice Quiet I3oy; or, Never Suspected,
. by Tom Teaser

. &4
33 Shorty in Seg:h of His Dad, by Peter Pad
34 Stutteriog Sdm, by
85 T'he Shortys' Trip Aronnd the World, Ly Peter Pad
86 Hildebrandt Ficzgum; or, My Quet Little
Consin, . by Fem Tenser
87 Tommy Bounve, Jr.i or, A Chip of the Old
B by Peter Pad
88 Twins; or, Which Was the Other? by Bam Swiley
89 Bob Rellick; or, What Was He Bora For?
by Peter Pad
40 The Shortys Married and Settled Down,
. by Peter Pag
41 'I'ominy Bounege; Jr.,in Oollege, by Pster Pa
42 The Shortys Ont for Fun, + by Peter Pad
43 Billy Buakkus, the Boy With the Big Mouth,
by Commodore Ah-Look
44 *“ Whiskerst’ or, One Year's Fua at Belliop

Academy, ¥ by Sam Sniley
45 The Shortys Out Kishing, by Peter Pad
48 The Shortys Out Gunning, by Peter Pad

47 Bob Rollick, the Yankee Notion Drammer,
by Peter Pad
48 Sassy Sam; or, A Bootblack's Voyage Areund
the World, by Uoiomodere Ah Look
49 ‘Phe Bhortys’ Farming, by Peater Pad
80 Muldoon’s Night School, by To'n Teaser
61 Dandy Dick, the Doctor's Son; er, 1'ne Village
Terror, y T'om Teaser
52 Sasay Sam Sumner, A Segusl to * Sassy Sam.”
' i by Commodore Ah-Leok
83 Th:_ Jally Travelers; or, Around the Werld for

an, by Peter Pad
54 The Shortys in the Wild West, by Peter Pad
65 Muldoen, the Sport, by Tem Teaser

66 Uheeky and Chipper;. or, Through 'I'hick and
Thin, by Cemvmedere Ah-Look
87 Twe Hard Nuts; or, A Term of Fun at Dr.

Oraekem's Academy, by Bum Smiley
68 The Shortys' Uountry Store, by Peter Pad
59 Muldeon's Vacation, by Tom Teaser
60 Jack Hawser's Tavern, by Peter Pad

61 Tkey; er, He Never Got. Laft, by V'em Teaser
82 Jeseph jnm) and His Old Blind Nag, by Peter Pad
53 Twe in & Box; or, The Long and Short of It,
y Tomn Teaser
84 The Shorty Kids; or, Three Chips of I'hree Old
Blocks, by Pater Pad
856 Mike McGuinmess; or, I'raveling for Pleasure,
by Tom Teaser
68 The Shortys’ Ohristmas Snaps, y Pater Pad
87 The Bounce Twins, or, T'he Two Worst Boys in
the World, by Bam Smiley
88 Nimble Nip, the Imp of the Scheol,
y Tom Teaser

69 Sam Bpry, the New York Druiumer; or, Business

Before Pleasure, ¥ Peter Pad

76, Muldoon Qut Wast, by Tom Teaser

71 'These Quiet T'wins, y Peter Pad

72 Muldonn, the Fireman, by Tem 'I'easer
73 A Relling Stoue; or, Jack Ready’s Lite of Fun,

by Peter Pad

74 An Old Boy; or, Malopey After Education,
3 i by Tom T'enser

76 Tumblipg Tim; or, T'raveling With a Cireus,
b¥ Peter Pad

78 Judge Oleary’s Country Court, by Tom Teaser
71 Jack Ready’s School Ncrapes, by Peter Pud
78 Muldeon, the Selid Man, by Tem Teaser
79 Joe Juunk, the Whaler; or, Anywhere for Kun,

i by Paler Pad

80 The Deacon’s Son; or, The Tmp of the Village,
by Tom Teaser

81 Behind the Scenes; or, Out With a New York
Cambination. by Peter Fad
82 The Funny Feur, by Peter Pad

83 Muldoon’s Base Ball Olub, by Tom Teaser
84 Muoldoon's Base Ball Club in Hoston, by Tem Teaser
85 A Bad ligg: or, Hard to Urack, by Tom Teaser
86 Bam; or, The Troublesome Foundling,

Pater Pad

by
BT Muldoon’s Base Ball Club in Philadelphia,
g by T'om Teaser
B8 Jimmy Grimes; ox, Sharp, Smart and Sassy,
by T'om Teaser
89 Little Tommy Bounce; or, Something Like His
B by Peter Pad

80 Muldoon's Pienic, . by Tom 'I'easer.
Bl Little Teininy Bounce on His Travels; or, Deing
Ammerica for Fun, by Peter Pad
82 Bourding-School; or, SamgBowser at Work and
15 by Peter Pad
83 Next Deor; or; The Irish Twins, by 'Fom 'I'easer

84 The Aldermen Sweeneys of New York,

by Toimn Teaser

85 A Bad Boy’s Note Book, ’ by P Ed "™

86 A Bad Boy at School, by **Ed "
97 Jimmy Grimes, Jr.; or, the Terment of the Vil-

8, - ‘ by Tom Teaser

98 Jack and : Jim; or, Rackets and Scrapes at,

ool, by P'om ‘'easer

9 The Book Agent’s Luck, : y G

180 Muldeon's Boarding Honse, by Tom Teaser

101 Mnldoon’s Brotiser Dan, by Tom Teaser
102 The Traveiing Duds; or, The Comieal Adven-

tures of Ularence Fitz Roy Jones, by Tum Teaser

103 B‘uml'nr Aluldeon, by ‘T'om Tenser
104 'I'he Shortys' Miustrels; or, Working the Name

¥ ckets, - by Peter Pad.

106 The Comival Adventures of Two Dude.-f: s

by Tom Tenser

- 206 Muldoen, the Cop. Part T by Toi T

107 Muldaon, the Uap, Part II, by Tom Tonser
108 Billy Moss;, or; From One Thing to élpmhsr.

T
109 Truthfal Jack; or, On Board the Nl;ninyn?an:.“"
Tom Toeaser

110 ¥red Presh; or, As G ¥ Tom
111 The Deavon's Boy) or, he Wesek 10 Ton | C45eE

112 Johnoy Brown & Oo. at g‘?‘l“': or, ‘t”Fhe Dea-

on's Buﬂ at His Old Tricks, by Peter Pad -

43 Jim, Jack and Jim; or, Three Hard Nnuts to
Urack, / 2 by 'l'om T'enser

All the above libraries are for sale by a.llv-n_eﬁdealers_ in the United Sp&t'eé and Canada, or sent to your address, post

of price. Address

Latest Issues of

frrank Reatle [;ikrary

By ¢ Noname,”

Price 5 Cents.

No. 4

43 Lost in the T.and of Fire; or, Across the Pampas in
the Electrio Tarret. o

44 Frank Reede, Jr.; and His-Queen Clipper of the
L'luuv.};. Lll)un.:l ) s G e

46 Frank Reade, Jr., an en Clipper o 8
Clouds. Part Il *‘1.’9“

48 8ix Weeks in the Great Whirlpool; or, Strange Ad-
ventures in a Submaring Bout,

47 I'rank Reade, Jr., and His Monitor of the Air; or,
Helping & Friend in Need, ;

48 Franx Reade, Jr., lxploring & River of Mystery.

49 Frank Reade Jr., in the Sea of Sand, and His Discovery
of a Lost People. ’

58 Chased Across the Sahara; or, The Bedouin's Cap-

tive.

51 Frank Reade, Jr., and His Electric Air Yachi; or, The
Great Inventor Ameng the Aztecs,

52 Frank Reade, Jr., and Hir Grejhound of the Air; or,
the Search for the Meuntain of Goid.

53 Fremn Pole te Pele; or, Erank leude, Jr.”s Strange Sub-
marine Voyage.

b4 The Mystic Brund; or. Trank Reade, Jr., and His
Overland Stage Upon the Stukeu Flains.

b5 Eramk Heade, Jr., 1o the m the Fur West; or, The
Neareh tor a Lo% Geld Mine.

56 Frank leade, Jr., With His Air Ship in Asia; or, A
Flight Across the Steppes.

57 Frank Rende, Jr., and His New Terpedo Boat: or,
At War With the Brazitini Rebels,

68 Frank Reade, Jr., und Hie Eleetric Coach; or, The
Search fer the Isle sf Diumonds., Part 1.

60 Frank Resade, Jr., and His Eleetric CUeach: or, The
Search for vite Isle ef Diameonds. Part 11,

80 Frank Reade, Jr., and His Magnetic Gun-Carriage;
or, Werking for the U. 8. Mail

61 Franyi Reade Jr.’s Eleetric Iee Boat; or, Lost in the
Land of Urimson Buow. Puart 1.

62 Frank Readle /Jr.'s Eleetrio Iea Boat; or, Lost in the
Land of Crimson Snow. Part 1.

63 ¥Frank Ruade, Jr., and His Engine of the Clouds; or,
Chased Around the Werld in the Sky,

64 Frank Reade, Jr.’s Electrie Cyclone; or, Thrilling Ad-
venturesin Ne Man's Land. Part I.

63 Frank Reade, Jr.’s Hlectrie Oyclone; or, Thrilling Ad-
ventures in No Man'e Land.  Purt [T,

66 The Sunken Pirate; er, Vrunk Reade, Jr., in Search
of & ‘I'reasure st the Bottom of the Sea.

67 Frank Reade, Jr., and His Electric Air-Boat; or, Hunt-
ing Wild Beasts for 4 Uireus.

63 The Black Range; or, Frink Reade, Jr, Among the
Cewboys With his New Fiectric Carnvan,

69 From Zene to Zone; or, The Wonderful Trip of Frank
Resde, Jr., With His Latest Air-Ship.

70 Frank Reade, Jr., and His Klectric Prairie Schooner;
or, Fighting the Mexican Horse Thieve

mn Fun\: Reade, Jr., and His" Electric Cruiser of the
Lakes; or, A Journey 'l‘hrouﬁh Africa by Water,

72 Adrift in_Africa; or, Frank Reade, Jr., Among the
Ivory Hunters With His New Hlectiric Wagon.

78 Bix. Weels in the Clouds; or, Frank Reande, Jr.'s Air-
Ship, the T'hunderbelt of the Skies.

74 Frank Reade. Jr.’s Kleatric Air Racer; or, Around the

5 Glol.he i1.li'l‘t‘1]irf,y Dny!s:.[ e :

6 Frank Reade, Jr., and His Flying Ice Ship; or, Driven
Adrift in the Frozen 8ky. = i

16 ¥rank Reade, Jr., and His Electric Sea Engine; or,
Hunting fer a Suuken Diamond Mine.

77 Frank Reade, Jr, lixploring & Submuardine Mountuin;
or, Lost at the Bottom of the Sea.

78 Frani( Reade, Jr.'s Electric Buckboard: or, I'brilling
Adventures im North Australia.

79 Frank Reade, Jr.’s Search for the Sea Serpent; or, Six
Theusand Mlleq Under the Sea,

80 Frank Reade, Ju.’s Desert Explorer; or, The Under-
ground Uity of the Sahura.

81 Frank Rendei Jr’s New Elactric -Air-Ship the “Ziep

i

hyr;” or, FromNorth to' South Aroand the Glube.

Part T.
82 Frauk Reade, Jr. s New Elactric Air-Ship, the ** Ze-
hy; ;]"Im-. From North to South Around the Gigbe.
art 11,
83 Across the Frozen Bea; or, Frank Reade, Jr.’s Electric
" Snow Uuntter.
"84 Lost in the Great Atlantic Valley; or, Frank Reade, Jr.,
and His Submarine Wander, the * Dart.”
85 !frgluk Rende, Jr., and His New Electric Air-Ship, the
Keclipse;'" or, Fighting the Chinese Pirates. Part I.
8 Frank Reade, Jr., and His New Electric Air-ship, ihe
** Eelipse;'’ or.'Fightmg the Chinese Pirates. Part I11.
87 Frank Reude, Jr."s Ulipper of the Prairie; or, Fighting
the Apaches in the Far Soithwest. i
88 Under the Awmnzon for a 'I'nénsand Milos; or, Frank
Reade, Jr.’e Wonderful Trip.
8 Frank Rende, Jr.'s Search. for the Bilyer Whale; or,
Uuder the Ocean in the Eleotrie ' Dolphin
90 Erank Rende, Jr.'s Catamaran of the Air; or, Wild and
Weonderful Adventures in North Anstraiin,
9l Frank Reade, Jr.'s Search For a Lost Man in His Lat-
. est Air Wonder.
82 ¥rank Reade, Jr., In Central India; or, The Search
Feor the Lost Suyants.
93 The Missing Island; or, Frank Reade Jr.’s Wonderful
5 Trip Under the heap Sea.
8 Over the Andes With Frank Reade, Jr., in His New
Air-5Ship: or, Wild Adventures in Pern.
9 Frank Reade, Jr.’s Prairie Whirlwindj or, The Mystery
. of the Hidden Canyon. ¥
86 Under the Yellow Sea; or. Frank Reade, Jr.'s Search
" for the Cave of Pearls With His New Submarine

) Oraiser, i
97 Around the Horizon for Tem Thousand Miles; or,
‘ Frank Reade, Jr.’s Wenderful Trip With His Aire

bip. E
98 Frank Keade, Jr.'s “8ky Scraper;” or, North
i oG Avonad thy Wit (s Brno o
99 Under the Equater from Eenador to Bordeo; or, Frank
¥ de, Jr.'s Greatest Submurine Voyage

; 100 From Coast te Uoast; or, Frank Reade Jr.'s Trip

Across Africa in 1iis Klectric * Boomerang.”

Latest Issues of

YOUNG SLEUTH LIBRARY.

By the author of * Young Sleuth.”

Price 5 Cents.

No.

39 Young Sleath’s St. Louis Oapture; or, Spreadiog =
ouble Net. :

40 Young Slenth at the Werld’s Fair; or, Piping & Mys
tery of Chicago.

41 Young Slenth’s Pitteburgh Discoevery; or, The Keen
Detective's Insurance Case, ?

42 Young Sleath apd the King "of Croeks; er, Trackiog
Down the Worst Man in New Vork.

43 Yu'Bng 'Sleut.h inthe " Lava Beds” of New York; or,

he Tenderlein Distriet by Night.

g Young Bleuth and the Bunco Sharps; or, The Keen

Detective’'s Winning Hand.
46 Y oung Slenth and the Bryant Park Mystery; or, The
Queen of tue Queer in New York.
46 A b0te 1 8hot; or, Yeunyg Sleuth as a Jeckey.
47 Young Slenth and the Express Roblers; or, Ferreting
Out a Mystery of the Railway
48 Won by a Neek; er, Young Slenth's Best Race.
49 A Stﬂfizll& Tip; or, Young Sleuth at the American
erby.
50 At Long Odds; er, Young Sleuth’s Lighening Finish,
51 Young Sleatk and the Great Wall Street Mystery: or,
_Trueing a Strange 1'rugedy of & Breker's Uffice.
52 \'sung Sleath and the Opera House Mystery; or, Mur~
dered Behind the Scenes.
53 Young Slenth Under the Docks of New Yeork; or, The
River 'I'hieves wnd the Keen Detective.
54 Young Sleuth and the Mysterious Doctor; or, A Medi-
eul Student’s Dark Plot.
656 Yeung Sleuth and the Rival Bank Breakers; or, The
Keen Detective’s Girl Decoy.
56 Young Bleuth's Flash Light; or, The Dark Mystery
of a Wedding Eve.
7 Young Nleuth ard the Murder in the State-Room; or,
A Mystery of the Ocean.
88 Young Sleuth's Leng ‘I'rail; or, The Keen Detective
After the James Boys.
59-Young >leuth’s Terrible Dilemma; or, One Chance in
Une Hondred.
60 Young Sleuth and the Murder at the Masked Ball;
or, Fighting the League of the deven Demons,
61 Young Sleuth's Big Centraot; or, Ulzaning Out the
Thugs ot Baltimere
62 Young Sieuth Betrayed; or, Tke Yalse Detective's Vil-

o

ainy.
€3 Young Sleuth’s Terrible Test; or, Won at the Risk of

ile,
64 Young Sleuth und the Mar With the Diawiond Eye.
65 Yeuung Blenth Accused; or, Held for Anothers Crime,
66 Young Sieuth’s Lest Link; or, Iinding Lost Evidence.
67 Yeung Slentn's Lust Dodge;or, I'he Keen Detective's
Greatest Ruse. s
A8 Young Sleuth 'and the Female Smuggler; or, Working
For ** Uuvle Sam.” J
63 Young Slenth’s Lightning Changes; or, The Gold Brick
Gang Taken In,
10 Young Sleuth and the Owls of Owl Mountain; or, The
Ghosts of Blue Ridge Tavern,
71 Yeung Sleuth s Last Round; er, The Keen Deteotive’s
Best Knock-Out. 5
72 Young Sleuth’s *harps; or, Sharp Werk Ameng Sharp
Urooks.
3 Young dlenth’s Seven Signs; er, The Keen Detective’s
Marked Trail,
4 Young Bleuth on the Stage; or, An Act Nobon the

-z

s,
75 Yoqug Slenth at Monte Carle; or, The Crime of the

Jasino.

76 Young Slenth and the Man with the Tattooed Arm; or,
Tracking Misuin%nlilliuns

71 Young Sleutk 1n Demijohn City; or, Waltzing Wil-
liam's Dancing Scheol,

78 Young sleuth in Siberis; or, Saving a Young American

_ from the P'rison Mines.

79 Yoeung Sleuth Almost Knoched Out er, Nell Biondin's
Desperate Game.

80 Young Sleath and Billy the Kid Number Two; or, The
Hidden Ranch of the Panhandie.,

81 Young Sleath's Mastor Stroke; er, The Lady Detec-
tive's Many Musks.

82 I\ilglit\l'ed in & Mask; or, Young Sleuth at the French

all,
8 Youug Bleuth in Paris; or, The Keen Detective and
the Bemb-{'browers.
84 Young Sleuth and the Italian Brigands: or, The Keen
_ Detective s Greatest Rescue,
85 Voung Slenth and a Dead Man’s Secret; or, The Mes
sage in the Handle ot & Dagger.
86 Young Sleath Decoyed; or, The Woman of Fire.
87 Young Bleuth and the Runaway Uircus Boys; or, Fol-
lewing a Pair of Wild New York [.nds.
88 Yuﬁngtslaum at Atlantie City; or, The Great Seaside
ystery.
8 Young Siguth, the Detective in Chicage; or, Unravel-
ing & Mystery. C v
90 The Man in the Safe; er, Yeung Sleuth asa Bank
91 Yonng Slenih d the Phantom D
onng Slenth an 18 antom Deteclive; 5
"Truil of the Deud. it i
92 Young Sleutn and the Girl in the Mask; or, The Lady
A ontes%‘riehu ofdl_hzicimere.
oung Slenth snd the Corsiean Knife-T] $
o I'he \li“mfr'v ﬁr; the Murdered Aetross. ey ok
oung Sleuth and the Cashier’s QOrime: ¥ Cvi-
_ dence of 4 Dead Wi Fagts sl A
95 Young Slenth in the Toils; or, The Death Traps of
ey New Y?rk. i
eung Slenth and the Miser's (ihost;
i iddg? Mto]ney‘ i or, A Hunt For
oung Sleath as a Desd (lame Sport; or, Th
g Dnt.e;%wesl Rm:ge ﬁ;r $10,000, i et L)
oung Slenth an © Gypsies® Geld;
2 Ma.rk:]d A : yp i or, The Package
eung Sleuth and Poliey Pete, the Sharpe King:
"1 be Kgan Detective's Lottery Game. Pty O
100 Young Slenth in the Sewers of New Yerk; or, Keen
i YWnrk tg?mgrum;way to Lh% Bowery.
oung. Sleuth and the Mad Bell Ri B b
Secret of tho Old Church Tower, oo of The
102 Y%m;lg Sleuth's Unkmown; or, The Man
ehind.

Came

-paid, on receipt

P. 0. Box 2730. Fli K TﬂHSEY,'-P,uh__lish_-e:r, 34 & 36 Noeth Moore Street, New York.






