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Abstract
This Article attempts to introduce the Musical Compositions of Pudukkode
Krishnamurthy to the classical music fraternity. As gleaned from the assay of Music of Kerala,
Pudukkode Krishnamurthy belongs to the class of lesser known musicians, teachers and
composers of classical music from Kerala. Pudukkode is a small village in Palakkad, Kerala.
Hence most of his compositions carry the stamp or Mudra —‘navakroda "A survey of his
recordings motivated this author to approach some of his family members, students, to share
their experiences with him and available information on his contribution. About 150 musical
compositions are found to be in manuscript form, not yet published. They have been obtained
from his descendants and students. Compositions available in the manuscript are in the
following genres;
e Carnatic: In Malayalam, Sanskrit, Tamizh
Varna,Kriti- Devi Pancaratna With Swara Sahitya, Navagraha Vara Keertana, Thematic
krtis, Ragamalika,Jawali, Tillana
e Hindustani: In Braj Basha,Hindi

Compositions with the sections - Sthayi , Antara

Introduction
A study on the forms of musical compositions by lesser known musicians and
composers and their adaptations in various other art forms of Kerala has been the area of my

research.
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As gleaned from the assay of Music of Kerala, Pudukkode Krishnamurthy belongs to

the class of lesser known musicians, teachers and composers of classical music from Kerala.

Biography Of Pudukkode Krishnamurthy (1923-85)
Pudukkode Krishnamurthy had been initiated into music and was a disciple of Palakkad
Rama Bhagavathar .Pudokkode is a small village in Palakkad, Kerala and is different from

Pudukkottai,District in Tamilnadu. Hence his compositions carry the Mudra —“navakroda”

Performing And Teaching Career (1940s-1980s)

He has served at Delhi teaching Music and performing for All India Radio. Palakkad
Music College, Swati Thirunal Music College, Trivandrum, Kalakshetra ,Chennai. In spite of

being originally from a Tamil speaking background, Pudukkode Krishnamurthy was good at

Malayalam and Sanskrit.

Contribution to Music:

Compositions available in the Malayalam manuscript * and those prevalent among his
disciples and musicians total about 150 is the source of this study. A few of his compositions

have been recorded as sung by him in concerts and taught to his students during his teaching

career in various institutions.

Compositional Style and Varieties

Navagraha Kritis (Malayalam and Manipravalam)

Song

ragam

tala

theme

1. pratyaksadaivame

dhanyasi

adi

shrya

! manuscript shared by Mrs Uma Murali - daughter of Pudukkode Krishnamurthy
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2. sudhakara nilambari rdpakam candra

3. mamgaladayaka hindolam adi amgaraka
4. bodhamarulum kedaragaula rdpakam budha

5. vagadisvaranam vasanta misracapu guru

6. kanifiarul suratti misrajhampa | Sukra

7. mellemelle varali adi Sanaidvara
8. santatidosa maniramg adi rahu

9. chayagrahamam Suddha saveri | adi kétu

The compositions comparable with Navagraha Vaara Kritis of Muttuswamy Dikshitar

are in Malayalam, in varied structures, but complete notations are not available .

Devi Pancaratna Krtis (Malayalam and Manipravalam)

song ragam speciality tala theme
1. janani natta swara sahitya | adi devi
2. kanivotu gaula | swara sahitya | ripakam devi
3. Srividya arabhi | swara sahitya | misra capu devi
4, tamasam varali swara sahitya | khanda cappu | devi
5. sarvamangalavumtarum 8r1 swara sahitya | misra jhampa | devi

These compositions in Malayalam language are in varied structures, comparable with

the Ghana raga pancaratna krti s of Saint Tyagaraja which are in Telugu.

Arupadai vidu Krti-s (Tamil)

nirai mati hamsanadam adi
sentilvalum dharmavati adi
kumara bagesr riapakam
pranavaporul kambaiji adi
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arulpurivay

ranjani

adi

kaviripayum

dés

adi

Ragamalika-s (Malayalam and Sanskrit)
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avatariccu adi ramayana pallavi anupallavi 10carana s | purana
utpalaksa ripakam dasavatara | pallavi anupallavi 10caranas | purana
nadamaya rapakam Siva 5 carana s pancaksara
kanakadrisute |misracapu | dévi pallavi anupallavi 7 carana s | Srividya
Javali-s (Malayalam)
entinadhuna khamas adi krSna sakhi,viraha
pokaruté uttaravasantam rapaka kréna nayaka,viraha
saddhyamalla kapi adi krsna sakhi,viraha
prananatham Kapi adi krsna viraha
Tillana-s (Malayalam)
dhim nadrutim behag tiSra gati adi krsna
tanitomta khamas ripaka dévi
tadhimta ranjani tiSra gati adi guruvayurpurésa
Raga mudra-s in krtis
ennu kaniyumo ranjani adi visalaksi
jaganmohana mohana adi visnu
akhilalokanayaki nayaki ripakam
durgge dirgga rapakam durgga
mahadeva nalinakanti adi Siva
dhanyasri dhanyasi misra capu visnu
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kalaye kamboiji adi2kala makambika
karunamruta amrutavarsini ripakam devi
sakala aganmohini jaganmonhini adi devi
jagadamba anandabhairavi | adi devi
atimalarina andolika adi devi
Navakroda sthala mudra
krti ragam tala
palikkenam ritigaula misracapu
akhilalokanayaki nayaki ripakam
paradévate parvikalyani misra capu
akhilatapahara malayamarutam adi
akhila loka janani nilambari ripakam
dhanyam kuru hindolam ripakam
Saranamenikkakhila kalyani adi
sakala jaganmohini jaganmohini adi
jagadamba anandabhairavi adi
atimalarina andolika adi

Hindustani Compositions Braj/Hindi By Pudukkode Krishnamurthy

song ragam speciality | tala theme
1. krpakaro p1lu hindustani | adi krsna
2. prabhu more jefcotti hindustani | adi prabhu
3. jago jogi hindustani | adi manasa
4. satya vacana bilahari hindustani | ripaka jiva
5. karunamaya kalyani hindustani | ripaka krsna
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6. binati suno kanada hindustani | adi devi

7. abhayado hindolam | hindustani | rGpakam | krsna

Sangeethamapi Sahityam 19662 is a compilation of Malayalam poems by various

poets of these five were tuned and notated by Pudukkode Krishnamurthy.

1. Sumanomohanam Vailoppilli Sreedhara Menon raga Sahana Adi tala

2. Andhata kalaraate Vailoppilli Sreedhara Menon raga Suratti Misra chapu
3. Jawaharlal 2 N.V Krishna Vaaryar raga Keeravani Adi tala -2 kala

4. Jawaharlal 5 N.V Krishna Vaaryar raga Sama Adi tala

5. Sayujyam Kaarmukile-by Kavalam Narayana Panicker ragamalika Adi tala

Vallathol poems?®
Pudukkode krishnamurthy has composed for and sung Malayalam patriotic poems
of Vallathol Narayana Menon;one of his main contributions to the music world.
1. vastavam tanney0 nér- tannay0 karukarutta lipyuvrujattil-
2. nammute marupati bharatamanenre janmabhivu asyamadira fsisrésttar-

Apart from the above, hundred more compositions are in the manuscript. In
conclusion, their textual, structural, musical, thematic analysis reveal Pudukkode
Krishnamurthy as a uttama vaggéyakara. Among the less popular performers of Kerala,
Pudukkode Krishnamurthy stands out as a top grade musician, a passionate teacher and a

versatile composer.

2 Published by Kerala Sangeeta Nataka Academy collected by me from Swati Tirunal Music
college, Trivandram,Kerala and second edition from Kerala Sangeeta Nataka Academy,Trissur,Kerala.
? Vallathol kavitakal -album-Kerala kalamanadalam
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