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Dialogue & Climate
Change 101

This statement is both the observation and organizing purpose of the Yale
Program on Climate Change Communication. And many experts agree. But

how do you begin a conversation on such a loaded topic with people whose
views might be really different from yours?

“Individuals, communities, and societies
come to understand, care, and act on
climate change through their
communication with other people.”

https://belfastlibrary.org/
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The resources on this page introduce some of the proven approaches.

A Climate Scientist Makes the Case
for Talking About It

Talking about climate change, and helping other people connect climate
changes to the things that they care about, is one the most important things

we can do to support climate change action.

Why?

Because with a challenge as big as climate change, individual actions -- no

matter how big -- are insufficient to turn the tide. We must work together
to change the systems that have gotten us here.

Watch this 17-minute video to hear what Dr. Katharine Hayhoe suggests.

The most important thing you can do to �ght climate change: talkThe most important thing you can do to �ght climate change: talk

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-BvcToPZCLI
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Maine Organizations Promoting
Dialogue and Climate Change

Communication
Many organizations exist in Maine to help people develop their

communication skills and address climate change. These are three to begin
with:

Makeshift Coffee House creates respectful spaces where people with different
views can talk together.

Maine Climate Table offers trainings in Climate Communication.

https://makeshiftcoffeehouse.com/articles/
https://makeshiftcoffeehouse.com/articles/
https://maineclimatetable.org/
https://maineclimatetable.org/


7/7/23, 8:57 AM Dialogue & Climate Change 101 – Belfast Free Library

https://belfastlibrary.org/dialogue-101/ 4/7

Maine Environmental Changemakers is an organization led primarily by and for
youth.

The Science of Climate Change
Communications

Yale Program on Climate Change Communication

This Yale program is perhaps best

known for its publication Global
Warming’s Six Americas. The six

Americas study has been repeated
regularly since the original

publication in 2009. It now serves
as a powerful marker of the

changing attitudes of Americans.
The study also offers insights into

the best strategies for communicating with each of the six groups.

If videos are more your speed, watch a short introduction here.

National Network for Ocean and Climate Change Interpretation
(NNOCCI)

Motivated by concern about climate change impacts on the ocean, a group

Artwork by Michael Sloan

https://www.meeassociation.org/programs/changemakers
https://www.meeassociation.org/programs/changemakers
https://climatecommunication.yale.edu/about/projects/global-warmings-six-americas/
https://climatecommunication.yale.edu/about/projects/global-warmings-six-americas/
https://climatecommunication.yale.edu/news-events/global-warmings-six-americas/
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of zoos and aquariums came
together to hire social scientists to

develop and test an evidence-
based approach to climate change

communication that their staff
could use to talk with visitors.

The network now includes 184
institutions in 38 countries and

has a strong track record of success.
It has an impressive collection of

resources for professional climate change communicators and the rest of us.

 

A cartoon about the challenges of communication

This cartoon from The Oatmeal

presents the challenges of
communication among humans
about beliefs, and the common

pitfalls that get in our way -
whether we are trying to help

Uncle Joe understand the real
story of what happened that night

with the bear, or trying to shift
our own ideas about a challenging
topic. References are provided at

the end for additional exploration
of the science of communicating with humans.

Classroom-friendly version is available at the link.

https://climateinterpreter.org/
https://www.frameworksinstitute.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/FRAJ7033-Reframing-Aquariums-Case-Study-190822.pdf
https://climateinterpreter.org/resources
https://theoatmeal.com/comics/believe
https://theoatmeal.com/comics/believe
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Home Page
ABCD Events

Share Your Story
Belfast Is Responding to Climate Change

Climate Change 101
Dialogue and Climate Change

Surveys
ABCD Newsletter

Contact us: abcd@belfastlibrary.org

Search …  Search



Library Hours

Monday 9:30 am - 8:00 pm
Tuesday 9:30 am - 6:00 pm
Wednesday Noon - 8:00 pm
Thursday 9:30 am - 6:00 pm
Friday 9:30 am - 6:00 pm
Saturday 10:00 am- 2:00 pm
Sunday CLOSEDBelfast Free Library
106 High Street, Belfast, Maine 04915
Telephone: (207) 338-3884

https://belfastlibrary.org/all-of-belfast-climate-dialogues/
https://belfastlibrary.org/abcd-events/
https://abcdbelfast.omeka.net/share
https://belfastlibrary.org/belfast-responds-to-climate-change/
https://belfastlibrary.org/climate-change-101/
https://belfastlibrary.org/abcd-surveys/
https://belfastlibrary.org/abcd-newsletter/
mailto:abcd@belfastlibrary.org
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Belfast-ME/Belfast-Free-Library/53637077169?ref=ts
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✉✉ Contact UsContact Us

Make a donation to the library
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