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BELFAST FREE LIBRARY

Belfast Is Responding To
Climate Change

In 2014, the City of Belfast established an Energy Committee made up of 2
city councilors, private citizens and the City Planner. The Committee
focused on finding ways to reduce fossil fuel use to save money and reduce

carbon footprint.

Belfast's progress in addressing climate change

Since 2014, the city and the
committee have overseen three
solar projects, upgraded all
municipal lighting to LED,
conducted energy audits and
made improvements to to city

buildings and facilities.
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In 2018, when the 5,000-panel solar farm on Crocker Road went online, the
combined solar farms generate enough electricity to offset 90% of

municipal electricity costs.

In 2020, the city completed two shoreland stabilization projects to mitigate
significant coastal erosion, one in Belfast City Park, and the second on the

east side of the Armistice Bridge.

Report: "Sea Change in the Gulf of Maine: The Outlook for
Belfast"

In 2018 the City of Belfast established one of the first municipal climate

committees in the state. One of the first actions of the Climate Crisis

Committee was to produce the 3-part report entitled Sea Change in the
Gulf of Maine: The Outlook for Belfast.

Part One:

What We Can Expect (PDF)
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Part Two:
Economic Vulnerabilities and Recommended Next Steps (PDF)
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Part Three:
Ecosystem-based Resilience (PDF)

Inspiration for a new citizen science project about sea level rise
and coastal flooding

This 2018 report led to the creation of the Coastal Flooding: Storms and Sea

Level Rise Citizen Science Project. After the Climate Crisis Committee
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identified citizen science as a
strategy to collect needed local
flood data, the Committee
reached out the Gulf of Maine
' Research Institute (GMRI) for

their expertise in climate change-

driven sea level rise and community-driven citizen science. The Committee
applied for a grant and worked collaboratively with GMRI to develop and
pilot this project in Belfast.

Belfast recognized that the unique characteristics of a coastline can

influence astronomical high tides and storm surge. Everyone is invited to

gather and share local observations at coastal flood monitoring sites that will,
in time, reveal patterns associated with local flooding and the impact these
floods have on the community’s ecosystems and infrastructure. These
observations will be used to inform city planning. You can also upload data
about other places you care about, which may be your own backyard, a

coastal trail, or favorite waterfront business.

Additional municipalities (Vinalhaven, Portland, South Portland) have now

joined this project as well.

Climate Crisis Committee continues its work

Panel Discussion: After Sum...
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Panel Discussion: After Summit: How Do We Get to Carbon Neutrality by
20452

Maine Climate Council's Acti...

Maine Climate Council's Action Plan: What Does it Mean for Belfast? with

Brian Ambrette

What has the Belfast CCC do...
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What has the Belfast CCC done to date (as of 11/4/19) and what can you do to

help us move forward

The Climate Crisis Committee remains active, holding twice-monthly
meetings, offering public programs every month on climate change topics

and outreach to the Belfast Area High School to engage students.

Visit the YouTube Page for more recordings

Home Page
ABCD Events
Share Your Story

Belfast Is Responding to Climate Change
Climate Change 101

Dialogue and Climate Change

Surveys

ABCD Newsletter

Contact us: abcd@belfastlibrary.org

Search ... Search
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Library Hours

Monday 9:30 am - 8:00 pm

Tuesday 9:30 am - 6:00 pm
Wednesday Noon - 8:00 pm
Thursday 9:30 am - 6:00 pm

Friday 9:30 am - 6:00 pm

Saturday 10:00 am- 2:00 pm

Sunday CLOSEDBelfast Free Library
106 High Street, Belfast, Maine 04915
Telephone: (207) 338-3884

Find us on

Contact Us

Make a donation to the library
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Waldo County Vital Records
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