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Why talk about climate change?

"Individuals, communities, and societies come to
understand, care and act on climate change
through their communication with others."

- Yale Program on Climate Change Communication
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Engage broad
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and priorities
regarding
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Climate Change Basics
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TALK ABOUT IT
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COMMUNITY
CLIMATE
CONVERSATIONS

City of Belfast
Climate Crisis Committee

A gy
iy,
ity

\J ¥
SACORPORATEDS LN f

What should be in

Belfast's Climate
Action Plan?
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what we’d see in a plan

Community Climate

Conversation: The Future of

Transportation in Belfast &
Waldo County

ABCD Team, Belfast Pedestrian.
Biking & Hiking Committee,

Belfast Climate Crisis Committee,
February 9, 2023
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Community Climate

Conversation: Modernizing
Our Homes & Buildings
ABCD Team, Belfast Climate
Crisis Committee, December 8,
2022

Community Climate Conversations

Part of the "Season of Creation: An invitation to
Celebration & Community Conversations” series
sponsored by St Francis of Assisi Catholic Church &

St M t's Episcopal Church, in collaboration with

the Greater Bay Area Ministerium

Tuesday, September 20
12:00 Noon
at Belfast Free Library

“Waldo County - Engaging

the Community on Climate

Action” Brown Bag Lunch

Discussion

St. Francis of Assisi Catholic
Church, St. Margaret's Episcopal
Church, Greater Bay Area

Ministerium, September 12, 2022
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Community Climate

Conversation: Building
Resilience for Big Storms and

Flooding
Belfast Climate Crisis Committee,
ABCD Team, October 18, 2022




Public Discussion on Belfast Climate
Action Plan ~ June 14, 2022
50+ participants

CAP G M%ﬁ'l 4-220049_Recarding_640x360.mp4

-

e Visioning exercise

e Decision-making power?

e Transportation & land use topics

e Solutions that are equitable for all




BRAINSTORMING 1.Things individuals can do themselves?

2.Things people can work on together?
IDEAS FOR

ACTION

3.Things that need policy change and/or

significant fundraising to accomplish.

Municipality
or?

Together




Building Resilience for Big Storms &
Flooding ~ October 18, 2022

e Who's responsible for stormwater runoff?

e Replace impervious surfaces like paved
driveways w/ permeable ones

e Rain barrels

e Create public rain garden & use for
education

e Be a good neighbor

e Belfast City Council approved stormwater
drainage system study




Modernizing Our Homes
& Buildings ~ December 8, 2022

Ross Anthony Naomi Albert

Buildings and Energy Efficiency Analyst Project Manager, Comprehensive Building
Maine Governor's Energy Office Solutions Program at A Climate To Thrive

/‘i Air leaking into the house

/@Ajr leaking out of the house

Major takeaways:
e People know they should weatherize their homes, but don’t know what to do
e Lack of awareness of incentives
e Not enough trained contractors



Modernizing Our Homes
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The Future of Transportation in
Waldo County ~ February 9, 2023

Major takeaways:
e Energy & excitement!
e Vision & actions of Pedestrian,
Biking & Hiking Committee,

What’s a Active Transit aka Pedestrian & Bicycle Master Plan?

Waldo CAP & CCC -~ It’s a vision of what the City of
. . - Bellast could look like and a plan
e Need for |eaderShlp | A to implement that vision.

e Need a "culture shift"
e “Diversity of mobility options”
serving different populations




The Future of Transportation in
Waldo County ~ February 9, 2023

e Transport by water; coastal ferries?
e Community layouts of 100 yrs ago

e Adjust road care for ped/bike

e Close some streets to cars in summer?
e Public transit for tourists

e Ridesharing community

e Beautify & make intersections safer
e Electric bikes & golf carts

e Idling ordinance

e Relationships w/ DOT

o Accessible public transportation

e GO MAINE free program
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Community Climate Conversation: The Future of Transportation in

Belfast & Waldo County

‘he Fulure of Activ
Transil in Bellast

Community discussion highlights

After Cara’s presentation, attendees largely focused on the concept she outlined, “active transit” (defined as
“any mode of human powered transportation” - walking, biking, wheelchair or other ability device,
skateboarding, etc.). We talked about rethinking our expectations and habits about how we get around, and

how we might work toward a "diversity of mobility options” to serve different populations.

Here are some highlights from the engaged attendee discussion (which begins at approximately 46:00 in the

recording). Photos of our community discussion flip chart notes are also included on this page.

* Boating - transport by water! Please give your input on the Belfast Harbor Small Boat Survey

planning for small boat access & tie-ups for cominuters

* Looking back on the community layouts of 100 years ago, with clustered patchwork of “service
nodes” within a certain distance, meeting people’s needs for stores, milling, etc. (Think of all the place
names like “_ Mill", or “__ Corner”). Could some version of this have a place in current day zoning -
perhaps “mini cities” within 15 minutes walking distance of each other?

e Municipalities can support year-round active transportation (not just car-centric): Adjust road

care regimen to include ped/bike transportation (e.g. not plowing snow into ped/bike lanes)

¢ Think about transportation for us... and transportation for tourists. Take note of the “Slow tourism /
slow travel” trend.

* Idea to close some city streets to car traffic in summer? Maybe closing one of the parallel streets?
Experiment with temporary setups / demonstrations to see what works. Help tourists get around with
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"The world can't wait for

climate action": Letter to the

editor from Unitarian-

Universalist Church of Belfast
June 25, 2022

ti 2 YouTube

ABCD

"We live with Earth's
catastrophe - but remain
undepressed."

Where Are All the Bees? [Untitled]
Misty Mallar, July 2021 David Thanhauser, April 19, 2022

Belfast Free Library - 1/ 20

Community Compost Panel
Discussion

Belfast Free Library

Community Climate Conversation:
Future of Transportation in Belfast ...

Balfact Eraea | ikrarv



TURNING CONVERSATIONS INTO ACTIONS TOGETHER

“In the face of climate change, collaboration
is the antidote to despair.”

Use your voice!
e Talk with others
e Be an active citizen
e Demand action from government

Join other people in action!
e Churches installing public water fountains
e Community composting initiative
e Build a community rain garden
e GreenStreets!
e School programs & efforts by young people




ORGANIZATIONS IN ACTION NOW

Window

efficiency
Dressers @JNE

Belfast Bay
Watershed

Coalition Waldo County Soil and

Water Conservation District

and many more...



THANK YOU

Brenda Harrington
(207) 338-3884 ext. 30

abcd@belfastlibrary.org

https://belfastlibrary.org/all-of-
belfast-climate-dialogues

https://abcdbelfast.omeka.net
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