The 1 the introduction to a lectur?
delivered by Mr. Todd, CM.G., F.RS,, &-..
w the Boys' Institute at the Y.M.C A.
ﬂhﬂlﬁm‘h Ilm m
but the demand upom our
mﬂlﬂmﬂm' with request. The

wre will, however, luse none of its interest

the unavoidable delay that has oocureed : -
I have been asked by your committes to give
]mhup & short bectars thas 1 P
some time | was in doubt whether T would
select a3 the subject of my lacture the eectne
telegrapk or astronomy, and only a day or two
since decided on the latter —partly, ver,
with the idea that it should e an open-air le-
ture at the Observatory, where we ild hase
the glorions ¢ of heaven above us, with
1t= inpnmersble ﬁmenﬁ stars, whose arrange-
ment and motion 1 could better explain thers
g o 'hﬂ:lﬂlﬂplu:ll
tir show you our tele=npes i

their several uses, and perhaps give you pecpa
of other worlds, But 1t was represented to
mie that, as there were so many of you, it wonlid
take too long and prove nnsatisfactory,
especially if the night e clondy. Tsull
hope, however, to bs able wo carry ont this idea,
bt to do it suevessfulty I must have you np in
detachmenta. You must therefore regard what
1 =hall say to-might as introdoctory to some
future evening at the Obsery , Whea I
shall be better able to give you a clearer 1dea
of the mudnight sky and the vastness of (sod's
umiverss, in which vou live and wewee and have
your l':m:l:f. the inhabitants of a world which
s after all but a small atwn compared with
those by which you are surrounded, 1 shall
have to say something to you temight of the
mirghty sun which gives yon light and warmth,
whime sction m  pmst ages of  the
earth has stored up eoal for  your
cheeful firesades, and whe'ls supplies the
motive power for your steatiers aul-:«.ll railways,
and which m a word penidirs this carth of ours
s beantiful and o glorous, 1 shall have ¢
tell vou of the planets which, like our carth,
revolve in cuch stately onder around that sum,
and of the moon, whose ever changing wrks,
and pale sun derives] beats enliven onr nights,
and of tiwe permits [ mast say something of
those =mall twinkling stars, which are
m reality vast suns, many of them much

or tham our aum, yot so distant as to appear
even through the langeat telascupe, mere spracks
of light.

Twinkle, twinkles, Hrele star,

Horm [ wornsber what son are,

U'p above the world so hizh,

Like a dinmoml in the «ky,
Now, & | am ot sddresaing a Tesly of sams
philosoplers who are prepand  to guestion
rveryihing and who live tn an atin sipshiers of
doubt, but a bt of young friends whose heart
are warm, sanguine, and romoantie, e me
draw a pictur.  Let us imagine our first
parents, whe, we are told, were place] m the
tzarden of Filen, perfectly innoeent, perfectly
happy. with fully matored mtollocts, Ko
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Giartem of Folen, [ertectly INmeent, [erieeily
happy. with fully matored mtellocts, knowng
as yet mothing of the world in whoh they tind
themaslves, nuthing of the law. of natues,
wothimg of worlds beyond, vet enger tr koo,
andd pussessing mental capacities for obiainimng
and storing up knowledew,  Sule by sado they |
discues and sdmire the bheantios avomnd them — |
the prunt trees of the forest, the cweet smalling
and many coloured flowers, the  glomounsly
bright and warm san overhead. While < em
plowed the day gowes on, amdd the «m snks low
in the western lerz o, and finallv, to their
inlense cofsternation  Bees o, as i ajrmeaars to
them, buried m the goand amd hst 0 view,
They have no kpowledae as you and [ have,
that i wiil e ver agwwar azsm It has gone,
and gradually the daybieht falis and the air
mysierion<l darkens | as it does o0 however,
Firet (me s theen Another cmall <ok of light
1= seen—the first we may supirse to b Venos
—bright amd  beantaful, a5 ¥ou have sen hor
for several weeks past adornmg our eveming
sky. Then the whole canopy of heaven would
bewomie studded with thess shming pointe
What are they, wonld be thewr first question ?
Are they fragments of the bright sun s re-
vently overhead? Has it o its fall been
dashed to  prieces, are  these things
we mgw =0 all that remains?® They
h-rlm*mhduringthahm stlent hotrs
of night. They se star after star follow-

Their
Lishesd, snd to them
clared the g of God.

showed Hais work.

|

which the bovs listened most attentively,
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