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Fistory of the
"Church of Christ, Sclentist,"
aftervards entitled
tiyn 2

Pirat Church of Christ, Scientist”

ew York uityc

In the early part of the year 1885, some three yeare
prior to the orgsnizstion of the "Church of Chriet, Sclentiet"
in ¥ew York ity twe students of ilary Baker Eddy by name
“r. J. Allen Campbell and his wife ¥rg. Lysbeth L: Campbell
took up residence and began the practice of Christlan Science
at rooms in "The Northumberland" 672 Lexington Avenue near
56th ttreet. In the fall of the ssme yezr ¥r. Campbell
taught his firet class consisting of twelve students. Karly
the following year r. and 're. Cempbell went to Boston and
took the norwal course tsught by Yrs. Fdd

Hetaphysical College" and each received the degree of C.5.B.

On their return to ¥ew York “r. and ¥rs. Campbell

adopted the title "New Vork Hetaphysical Institute”, "established

1885" and on their professional cards they added the words
"Studente taught the rudiments of Cbrietien Sclence.”

In the early autumn of 1885 irs. Laurs Lathrop,
also a normal course student of ¥rs. Eddy's wlth the
degree of C. 3. B. began teaching and practicing Christlan
Science at 137 vest 34th btreet. Her professionzal

card Tfirst appeared in "The Christian Sclence

v at "The lassachusetts
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Journal", for June 1886 and in the September issue the card
of the "New York Christian Sclence Institute" of which

Mrs. Lafhrop wag Principal was published for the first time.
In November 1886 Yrs. Laurence Brown A.¥., M.D., C.S.B., who
had been practicing Christlan Sclence for some time in Boston,
Mass. came to New York and began practicing at her home 108
West 42nd Street. Early in the following year (1887) she
founded "The New York Academy of Christian Science" and
recelved students as well as patients. ¥rs. Laurence Brown

while second mice-president of “The Natlonal Christian

Sclentist Assoclation" served as the presliding officer at
the meeting held in New York City in the Spring of 1886. (See
Christlan Science Journal Vol. VI p. 155).

In December 1886 }iss Jane Stoll C.S. entered the
practice of Christian Sclence at 165 ¥est 23rd Street and her
card was publlished in the Journal continuously for nearly two
years thereafter.

In Hay 1887 ¥r. and ¥rs. Fremont D. Snider C.S.B. canme
to New York from Kansas Cilty, Missourl, where they had been
practicing and teaching Christian Science since December 1886.
They located at 27 West 26th Street and established the
"Hetropolitan Christian Science Institute." Assoclated with
them soon after were Mrs. Sarah H. Jefferson C.S. and ¥rs. Persi®
Haverlick C.S. and ¥r. Jullus D. Harlow. (See April Journal 1888).
In July 1887 i¥r. & ¥rs. J. 9. Richards Jolned ¥rs. Laurence

Brown as assistants in the "New York Academy of Christian Science".
3 BmpP
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¥hen the autumn of the year 1887 arrived it had
become evident that the time was ripe for a church organ-
ization in New York City. Apparently in response to
#rs. Eddy's wishes Dr. Silas J. Sawyer C.S.D. Principal
of the"Wisconsin ﬁeiaphyslcal Institute" of Milwaukee,
then manager of the Christian Science Publishing Soclety
(see Journal Nov. 1886) came to New York to assist in this
work. drs. F. J. Stetson C.S.B. who had studied with
¥re. Eddy in 1884 énd had spent most of the winter of 1886~
1887»1n New York doing Christian Science healing work also
came from Boston to New York under Mrs. Eddy's direction in
the early fall to help organize the church. (See affidavits
from ¥rs. Isabella C. Dam and Miss arion Bandman.) Mrs.
Steteon had been holding small gatherings‘of prospective
students at the home of ¥rs. Loulsa Colton afterward Xrs.
Laurence at 141 East 39th Street. ¥rs. Stetson's name
appears in the Christian Science Journal of July 1885 as a
contributor under the heading of "Letters and Cases of Heal-
ing". She had also given public talks on Christian Science
in and around Boston and on at least one occasion she had
preached by invitation of Mrs. Eddy in Chié%ring Hall when
the services of The Mother Church were being held there.

By Thanksgiving 1887 enough people had become inter-
ested in Christian Science in New York City to justify the
hiring of a temporary meeting place in "Columbia Institute"
729 Sixth Avenue (near 42nd Street) and on Sunday, November

27th the flrst service was held there. Dr. S5ilas J. Sawyer
- Hnf
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conducted the meeting and delivered the address. The
subject was "Christian Healing" from the text Mark 16: 17-18.
The singing was led by Mrs. Gano, ¥rs. Stetson, Mrs. Lathrop
and others. Among those present were the following. (See
Volume 1 ¥inutes of First Church of Christ, Scientist, New
York City.)

Mre. and ¥rse. J. A. Campbell C.S5.BB.

¥rs. Laura Lathrop C.S5.D.

¥r. and ¥rs. F. D. Snider ¢.S.Bs.

¥rs. ¥ J. Stetson C.S.B.

¥res. Laurence {(A.) Brown C.S.B.

Dr. Silas J. Sawyer C.S.D.

Besides the above named graduates of"The Massachusetts
detaphysical College" in Boston the following students of
Christian Science were present.

¥rs. E. P. Skinner

Hrs. V. Do Gano

#drs. C. ¥. Frame

¥rs. F. A. Kingsley, also Dr. J. ¥. Gano, ¥Mr. R. Skinner,
and many others interested in Christian Scilence.

The following Sunday, December 4th M¥rs. F. J.,
aftervard known as M¥rs. Augusta E. Stetson gave her first
address in the same Hall. In the meanwhile steps were
being taken to obtain a church charter and the three pre-
liminary business meetings necessary to comply with the
Religious Corporations Law were held at the home of

Mr. snd ¥rs. F. D. Snider, Dec. 29th 1887, Jan. 5th and 13th
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1888 respectively. The following named persons were present
at the first of these meetings and others were added on
Jan. 5th and 13th.
#Hr. and ¥rs. F. D. Snider
¥rs. L. Lathrop
rg. Feo £is Kingsley
ir. O. C. Frost
¥r. and ¥rse. J. He Richards
Irg. F. J. Stetson
Mrs. V. Do Gano
Mrs. Laurence Brown
Dr. 5. J. Sawyer
The certificate of Incorporation of "The Church of Christ,
Scientist" of the City of New York was granted under the
Religlious Corporations Act of 1813 and was filed and recorded
in the office of the County Clerk on Feb. 3rd 1888.
The signers of the charter were as follows:
drs. F. J. Stetson
Dr. S. J. Sawyer
Mrs. Vena D. Gano
¥r. ¥. D. Snider
Dr. J. Y. Gano
#ps. Brances Kingsley
Mrs. Carrie W. Frame
#rs. Laura Lathrop

4r. Reuben Skinner

On Jane. 29th 1888 the first service was held in a
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Hall at 578 Fifth Avenue S. W. corner of 47th Street over
Caawell and Hassey's drug store, at which nearly a hundred
persons were present. Mrs. Stetson conducted the services
and on Feb. 20th she was appointed pastor.

The MNew York Journal on April 15th 1888 published
an item which said in part "A Christisn Science Church has
been astablished in a hall opposite the ¥indsor Hotel,
Forty-seventh Street and Fifth Avenue at which the gpeaker 1s
¥rg. Feo Jo. Stetson. They hold services every itunday afternoon.
They recognize the Bible and they belleve in silent prayer and
song.e"

The "Rules and Regulations" or "By-Laws" of "THe
First Church of Christ, Sclentist" of Boston, after having
been adopted in part on Feb. 20th 1888 were adopted as a whole
on June 26th of the same year.

During the summer of 1888 services were discontinued
and on October 14th they were resumed at Cresent Hall
138 Fifth Avenue, S. 7. corner of 19th Street, at four in
the afternoon. The first Sunday School session was held
there the same day at three P. ii. The teachers were
drs. Lathrop, Hrs. Snider, Hrs. Thomas and ¥rs. Dam. In
December the property which included Cresent Hall was purchased
by the Hardman Piano Co. and the Hall wae redecorated and
rensmed "Hardman Hall". All meetinge of the church were
held there t1ll June 1891 when a lease was signed for a
spacious reading room at 98 Fifth Avenue where Sunday evenlng

services and mid-week meetings were held thereafters.
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On Jan. 6th 1889 the Rev. F. E. ¥ason, Assistant
Pastor of The MMother Church exchanged pulpits with Xrs.
Stetson. Three weeks later the "Christmas Sermon" (see
ilscellaneous Writinge page 161) written by ¥rs. Eddy and
dclivered in The Yother Church Dec. 23rd was read by Y¥rs.
Stetson by permission.

The great event of the year took place on Feb. 15th
1889 when Hrs. Eddy herself came to Tew York and on twenty-
four hours notice a thousand people gathered at Steinway Hall
to hear her lecture on Christian Science. (Sge affidavit by
rg. Dam also Christian Science Journal Voix. VI #12 March 1889)

On March 3rd the Rev. F. E. Mason again exchanged
platforms with Mre. Stetson and on ¥ay 19th the Rev. D. A.
Easton delivered a sermon at Hardman Hall that he had given
the week previously in Bostbn.

Christian Science Readling Rooms were opened at
Hardman Hall on March 10th 1889 and on Oct. 6th it was voted
to remove them to 10 East 22nd Street where space was obtained
for “Headquarters, Reading Room and Dispensary". ¥iss Emma
¥iley was plzced in charge, hours 9 A. *. to 9 P. #. and
¥re. Charles H. Thomas was appointed "President of ission
and Dispensary" with authority to purchase literature.

On ¥ay 27th-20th of the following year (1890) the
fifth Annual HMeeting of the "Natlonal Christian Scientist
Ass?clation" was held at the Lenox Lyceum in New York City.
The addrese of welcowme was delivered by Mrs. Augusta E.
Stetson. Dr. E. J. Foster Eddy presided and Mrs. Eddy's

students from many parts of the Field were present.
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In the fall ogf 1890 Mr. Carol Norton of Eastport,
Maine became interested 1in christian Scilence through his
healing in New York City. (See "From Unitarianism to
Christian Sclence® Journal July 1892.) Hie love for and
ability to serve in the cause was qulckly recognized and on
Oct. 16th a speclal meeting was held at the Reading Room at
which he was tendered the position of Assistant to the Pastor
and custodian of the Reading Rooms at a salary of fifty dollars
per month, which offer he accepted. Thereafter irs. Stetson
preached at Hardman Hall in the morning and Xr. Norton at the
Resding Room in the evening.

The card of "The Kew York City Christian Sclence
Institute" with ¥rs. Augusta E. Stetson C. S. B. a8 Principal,
ur. Carol Hcerton C.S. Assistant, and ¥rs. Josephine Curtls
Otterson G.S.B. Secretary, 138 Fifth Avenue, first appeared
in the Christian Science Journal for February 1891. Tﬁe card
included the following 1line, "engagements made for preaching

and teaching".
In Hay 1891 the Reading Rooms were removed across

the street to the Manhattan Budlding at 96 Fifth Avenue, where
a sulte of five rooms wae made into one large meeting room and
sdditianal space for offices for the pastor and asgsistant later
was acquired.

On Sept. 28th of the same year & specilal meetling was
called "to extend to our sister ¥rs. Laura Lathrop & a Godspeed
in the establishing of a Church of Christ, Sclentist in the

ﬁ”d;pper part of the city". ¥rs. Lathrop in replying sald that



'%:?

SC’O ZZ&.S]L RL['Q HQ LL) _/”at?z'sonﬁvc.at.zygsg

./l/o 17407894l Sept.7896.



()

£ Chureh

th

A

L8

ForZ“yE

é'e/aZ‘. 7896 s Jpe /903

N



/0

" while accepting the duties of the new position she still

remained in perfect at-one-ment with this church.’? (See
Christiasn Sclence Journal November 1891.)

The seating capacity of Hardman Hall having now
been outgrown, both morning and evening services were held in
Scottish Rite Hall, 29th Street and ladison Avenue on and after
Sundsy, April 15th 1894. Just a year later the Bible and
"Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures" was ordained
by M¥Mrs. Eddy as Pastor of The Church of Christ, Scientist
ihroughout the %orld, and Hrs. Stetson and Hr. Norton became
First Reader and Second Reader respectively.

At 2 meeting held on Jan. 7Tth 1896, in order to
comply with a new rule of The ¥other Church bringing all of
its branches into numerical order, it was voted to change t*e
title of the church to "First Church of Christ, Scientist’ of
New York City". At the same meeting all members of the
church were made a general Bullding Fund Committee to raise
funds to purchase an existing church edifice at 137-143 West
48th Streets A contract for its purchase from the "New York
Church Extension and ¥ission Society" wae esigned Feb. 6th and
title was taken April Tthe. After suitable alterations had
been made during the summer months the new buillding was ready
for occupancy in the fall, and on Sept. 27th 1896 the opening
services were held. The following year, on Oct. 29th 1897
Mr. Carol Norton resigned as Second Reader and ¥r. Edwin F.
Hatfield was elected in his place. Shortly afterwards Mr. Norton
withdrew his membership and joined Fourth Church Manhattane. At
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the Annual Meeting on Jan. 18th 1898 ¥r. Norton gave a talk
to the members by invitation at the close of which he announedd
hig appointment by Mrs. Eddy as a lecturer;on Oct. 26th of the
gsame year Mr. Norton lectured in the 48th Street church before
a large and appreciative audience. v

On April 17th 1899 a special meeting was called
to conslder the purchase of a plece of vacant property two
hundred feet by one hundred feet at the north-west corner of
96th Street and Central Park West at the cost of one hundred
and seventy-flve thousand dollars for the purpose of bullding
a new church edifice. Title was pasgsed on Hay 9th and ground
was broken Sept. 19th with appropriate reading and prayer.

Kesrrs. Carrere & Hastings were chosen as
architects and on Thanksgiving Day 1899 the cornerstone was
laid in the presence of a few of the church members including
4ir8. Laura Latbhrop C.5.D. of Second Church, ¥anhattan. A
letter sent by HMrs. Eddy to ¥rs. Steteon as First Reader, was
placed together with a complete set of Christian Science
literature, witﬁin the corner stone. The text of the letter
follows:

"Pleasant View, Concord,New Hampshire
Hov. 28th 1899.

To Hrse. A. E. Stetson: -

Beneath the corner stone in thie silent,

L} :
sacred Sanctuary of Eafgg N gweet-song, peans of

praise and records of Omnipotence, I leave my name

I’M

with thine in unity and love.

Yary Baker Eddy."
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Accounts of the laying of the corner stone were published
in the New York World of Dec. lst and the New York Mall and
Exprese of Dec. 2nd,

On April 10th 1902 the church property on 48th Street
wag eold for one hundred and twenty thousand dollars and a
lease was entered into for its use until the new church
edifice should be completed. On June 14th 1903 the first
service was held in the new building and on Thanksgiving Day
of the same year the church was dedicated; free of debt.
A letter written by ¥re. Eddy especially for the occasion
(see HMiscellany page 193) was read at each of the four
services.

In response to a telegram presenting the church
to ¥rg. Eddy, our Leader sounded an ominous note of warning
which was soon to have far reaching consequences, although
1t was not heeded at the time. She said in closing “may you

'Who stood the storm when seas were rough, )

Ne*er in a sunny hour fall off'."

(see ¥iscellsny page 194.)

The total cost including the land was approximately one million
two hundred and fifty thousand dollars.

Only one hundred and fifty feet of the original
‘plot measuring two: hundred by one hundred was used for the
church edifice. The remaining fifty feet beling sﬁill
vacant was 80ld to Hre. Stetson by the church in January

g;[’l905 subject to a deed which contained an option of repurchase

by the church at the original sale price plus the original
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cost of improvements at any time within one year after
ghe ceased to occupy it. (This option was exercised in
1929 when the church purchased and resold the property to
a bullding corporation for an apartment house at a profit
of approximately forty thousand dollars.) No private or
secret passage ever existed between the house sné the church
as haos peen frequently and mistakenly rumored.
Soon after the house next tc the church known as

Ho. 7 ¥est 96th Street had been finished and was occupiled
by ¥rs. Stetson snd her sister MYrs. Stella Stimpson, also
a puplil of Mrs. Eddy's, it became more and more apparent
that ¥rs. Stetson's zeal for further achlevement was not
Operatiﬁg in accord with true Christian Science. The grow-
ing tendency toward democracy in Church government promulgated
by ¥rs. Eddy and the demande of the Hanual cf The Mother
Church for rotation in office and obedience to rules and
By=-lawe found iirs. Stetson out of step with the present
trend of the movement. It became increasingly evident that
her genlius had alwaye been more for personal leadership than
for cooperation with others and that her ambition was more
to impress the world with her own achievements than to
selflessly demonstrate the divine Principle of Christlan
Sclence.

j3pnf The climax was reached when a movement was initiated
by #rs. Stetson and a few of her wealthy students and followers
t0 build another even more magnificent church edifice in

New York City. Land for this purpose had actually been secured
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by a group of individuale under Mrs. Stetson'e direction
on Riverside Drive. It was when this extreme case of self
aggrandizement came to the notice of ¥res. Eddy that she
wrote the letter entitled "The Way of “isdom" which appesrs
on pages 356 to 357 of "First Church of Christ, Sclentlst
and Miscellany."

Yrs. Stetson did not take this wsrninm in the
spirit in which it was intended but rather chose to interpret
it in her own favor and to justify her own conduct. ¥hile
the land was re-sold and the building project abandoned
¥rs. Stetson endeavored to impress her students with the
trhought that ¥rs. Eddy instead of disapproving of her plan
was merely protecting her against the jealousy of the
Christian Sclence field. Evente now moved rspidly in the
direction of discipline by The ¥other Church and the series of
letters written by ¥rs. Eddy which appear in "Miscellany"
pages 358-36% were received. On November 22nd 1909 M¥rs.
Stetson received notice of her excommunicatlion from The
#other Church and on the same day she resigned from Flrst
Church of Christ, Scientist, New York City. Since then she
never again attended any of the church services or meetings.

wﬂnﬂ The minority of the church members who had taken
their stand with The Mother Chemch sgainst Mrs. Stetson and
her followers grew steadlily in numbers until by the Annusl
Meeting held January 20th 1910 they in turn had become a

majority and were able to elect four loyal trustees to fill
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vacancies then occuﬂ@ng. ¥rg. Susanne Thomas who had served
on the board of trustees since 1888 threw her vote against the
0ld regime and thus gave a majority of five tc four in favor
of the new orders. From that time the renszissance of the
church was assured and has gone on steadlly ever since. %hile
the convalescent perlod has been long and sometimes difficult
the epiritual growth of the church has been sgteady and the
outloock for the future is fraught with unity of purpose, love
for our sister churches, and great gratitude to The Yother

Chuwrch and all that it stands for.

Respectfully Submitted,

celias ol ﬁ%ﬁ/wf/f{ Cbairman
JWMW /’%&@
M z W\ Secretary.

¥arch [efF 1933,
Vel .7
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New York February 7Tth 1933.
Christian Sclence was first prought to my attention in 1887
oy my sister-in-law, then knovn as ¥rs. Louisa Colton,~- later
as Urs. Loulsa C. Lawrence.

r

“rs. Colton tolé me she had hneard through a friend, of

m

o Je Steteon,(afterwards more generally known as

P

rs. Lfugusta E. Stetson,) a Christian Science healer wno had
come to lew York from Boston, and was doing some wonderful
nealing work.

few days later I met Mrs. Stetson, and at once became Inter-
ested in the subject of Christian Science.
irs. Colton opened her home at 141 East 39th Street, for in-
formal meetings for the people Mrs. Stetson had personslly
interested in this wonderful subject. These meetings
commenced with an attendance of four or five, ovut the number
kept steadily increasing. Mres. Stetson commenced to regularly
teach Christian Science in 1887 and held classes at the home of
one of her students, Mrs. Kingsley, with whom she lived at that
time.

The firet Church Service I recall was held in a Hall at
45th Street and Fifth Avenue, New York City over Caswell and
Hassey's Drug Store, on December 4+tn 1887, =nd ¥rs. Stetson

preached her first sermon at that service.

Mrs. Stetson was formally a professional elocutlonist and
supported her invalid husband by thls work. She wes a resident
of Somerville, lMass. where she lived with her husbtand 1in the
home of her parents.

/75”ﬂ Mrs. Stetson had taken up the study of Christlan Science

hoping by €0 doing she could 1ift her husband out of invalidism.
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She had studied with Mrs. Eddy, and while a comparatlvely young
student, had performed some remarkable demonstrztions of
Christian Science healing, in and round Foston, and on one

or more occasions she had been called by MMrs. Eddy to suvbstitut
for her in giving public talks on Christian Scilence. 4lthough
there had been several students of Mrs. Eddy's already practicing
Christian Science in New York City, for two or three years, no
stepe had been taken to start a Christisn Science Church, snd
Mre. Eddy sent Mrs. Stetson to New York fcr this purpose.

rs. Stetson's rome was 8till in Somerville, nss. Her
early days in MYew York were qulte 2 struggle. She had glven up
her only means of livelihood (her elocutlon work) snd in res-

to HMrs. Eddy's request had come to ¥ew York City. 1§ 7

"3
O
i
n
&}
@

1

hat time it was Mrs. Stetson's deslre to constsntly keep before

ct

the thought of her students absolute obedience to the Leader,
Mre. Eddy. Quoting from a letter received by me from irs,.
Stetson, dated Somerville, 'fass. January 12th 1888 written while
she was spending a few days with her family, she writes, "y home
(inSomerville) is so pleasant,-but I know I am needed there, =nd
I =hall do the bect I can ....In some way I shall be able to
remain in New York this winter, God will provide."

It was not until the fall of 1889 that MMrs. Stetson took
up permanent residence in New York City, and placed her card as
a Christian Scientist, together with rs. Josephine C. Ottereon,
C.5.B. In the Christian Science Journal. Their office was at

138 #ifth Avenue.

/fBnf  in outstanding event during these years wae a visit of

Mrs. Eddy to New York in February 1889. I well remember the day
when Mrs. Stetson told me }irs. Eddy was coming to New York CTity

and was to lecture in Steinway Hall, then in East 1l4th Street.
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About one thousand people attended that lecture, on twenty-four
hours notice,

Hy feelings, as I stood 1n the presence of our great Leader
can perhtzps, best be described in the words of the late

Lord Dunmore, who ssid, "He had

n

tcod in the presence of all
the so-czlled great of the earth- but never until he was in

r

the presence of ¥rs. Eddy did he feel such roy=lty of
individualism."

Signed--~ Isabelle C. Dam.

Sworn to before me this Tth

day of February, 1933.

F. A. laesey, Notary Public N. V. Co. 109
Reg. Yo« 3-1-10T7, Reg. No. 17-MZ3

Term expires March 30, 1933.

[§7nF
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The following is my understanding of what I was told by
my teacher, Mrs. Laura Lathrop, of the starting of Branch
Churches in New York Cltyo

drs. Lathrop was sent here by Mrs. Eddy to start the work,
which she did, healing and teaching. When the time came,
rs. Eddy wrote to irs. Lathrop telling her to start = Zhurch.

ilrs. Latkhrop had come out of a Church where there had been
much friction and bickering and one of the great attractions of
Christian Sclence, to her, wes the fact that there were no
Churches, but the healing and teaching were being done =2s in
Jesus' time. So when ¥rs. Eddy's letter came she paid no
attention to 1it, but wes deliberately disobedient, believing it
to be a mistaken step. She received a second and then a third
lette which she ignored. Mrs. Eddy then wrote to irs.
Stetson telling her to start a Church, which Mrs. Stetson did
at once.
After this had been done irs. Eddy sent for lrs. Lathrop snd
told her that che had given her the privilege of being the
first to start a Church in New York, as she had earned this
richt by her work, but through her disobedience had been de-
prived of it.
Mrs. Eddy then told *rs. Lathrop to go home and start another
Crurch, which she 4id. This being later known as Second Church.
This was to0ld to show how “rs. Eddy demanded obedience, =2nd to
11lustrate how disobedience can rob one of the fruitage of oneg
work; and how self will blinds one into believing‘evil to be
good, or good to be evil.

Signed-- Marion M., Randman
8 West 40t> St.

'ew York, Jan. 31, 1933
Sworn to before me this

I5th day of February, 1933

F. A. Massey, Notary Public, N. Y. Co. No. 109
26 [3np '1 '
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Mrs. Isabella C. Dam, now residing at 1349 Lexiq?on
Avenue, MNew York City, is a member in good standing of
Firet Church of Christ, Scientist, llew York City.

rgs. Dam became interested in Christisn Science
in 1887 and was one of the first members, =g our church

records showe

¥rg. Susanne S. Tromas a former member of tnis

)

crurch algo became interested in Christisn Scilence =bou

ct

v

this time {(1887) and both Mrs. Dam and Mrs. Thomas studied

p

Sc Stetson then Znown
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A warm friendship existed for many years, between

re. Dam and Mre. Thomas. Zoth of these members gave Wi-
&
B g e A ~ - - 1~ &%
iring devotlion toc iikis church, and we owe =zuch Lo these

1888 with two pupills. ¥re. Dam's small gon and Mrs. Thomas'
little daugnter. ire. Dam wns appcinted the teacher.

During the years following conditions had developed

in the church which made it neceesary for cur Leader, lMary
Baker Eddy, to prune tnis branch of The Mother Church. AL

t¥1ls time the friendskip of Xrs. Dam snd lirs. Trhcmas seemeq

10 be broken, but only to be taken up agalin a few years later.
Zoth Mrs. Dam sna Mrs. Thomas were members of the

Zoard of Trustecs of this church at tris period. Mrs. Thomas

at once azcepted the counsel of our Leader sas glven 1in her

letter to this church Yovember 13, 1909 "I advise you with

2/ Bnf



all my soul to support The Directors of The Mother Church,
and unite with those in ycur church who are supporting The

dfother Church Directors" (see Fir

-3
0}
ck

irch of Christ, Scientist
anG liiscellany page 360.)
drs. Dam' s mistaken sense of loyalty for her

irs. Stetson to whcnm she felt she was gr 1y in-

o

debted le?d her to be blinded for a while longer to the

personal domination being exercised by her tescher ¥res. Stetson.
After a few more yesrs of wavering between a

csense of loyalty and fealty Mrs. Dam put aside personal

sense and took her stand for Principle. Her friendship with

irs. Th:omas was then reestablished.

Hrs. Thomas having tzken up permanent residence

et Interlaken, Yew Jersey asked for a letter of dismiss~1
from thie church in 1920. - to join a church at iAsbury Park,

Ne Joe This letter was granted with regret.

dirse Dam is still carrying on proving her Principle,
and through all these years ( now 46) has depended absolutely
upon her understanding of Christian Science for her henlth

and happiness.

oilgned Josephine Leighton Phelps
201 est 79th Street
New York City.
State of MNew Vork
county of New York
sworn to before me this 25th day of
February 1933.
Margaret L. Keiler
Xotary Publlec, New York County
New York County Clerk's *o. 323
New York County Register's No. 4K481
Commission expires March 30, 1934,

TN/



COPY.
From Mrs. Stetson to Mrs. Dam.

Somerville Jan. 12th 1888.
My darling Bella:
Your sweet loving letter 1s before me and
I needed no assurance of your love fcr me for I feel it
always.

You are in God and He is Love. I never expect to
find you elsewhere for I have anchored you to the rock of
Truth and tho the waves of error may surge below you You
are cafe. I had to come home on business. It was per-
emptory but I had no idea of not returning tho I felt I
could not go back there, for I had not business to warrant
it and I am too independernt to occucy those lovely rooms
and have :rs. Kingsley pay for them. If T take the pulpit

I must be gulet, and I can't take prasctice encugh to pay

vhat large roome are worth. I ceh211 find gomething reason-
able and go out to my patients (if I have any). T don't

think Mrs. Kingsley feels any worse than I do shout it for

I have been so happy with her and Mrs. Zinn. I shall go
rizht there when I go back then look about for my room.

It really makes me so lonely to think of roing elsewhere;
but I must not murmur. It 1s so ha-py here. My home 1is

sc pleasant but I know T am needed there and I shall do

the best I can. I hope to get through with this in »a week
but may not so soon. I was 80 weakx when I left I could not
take my last lunch or say gocd bye for I knew I was leaving
my old home, tho I was coming back. I dont want vou to say

pm!
» anything to anyone of my change. Tell rs. X. not to for



mortal mind likes to destroy and pull down and keep the
faithful from the field. In some way I shall be able to

remain in MNew York this winter. God will provide. Five

oceans of love to MMrs. Kingsley znd tell her I «ill soon

. ~ t . 1 . 1
be in hrer "we=iting srms". I am sure to gravitate ther

o]

Give my love to lrs. Zinn, snd for your own preciousg self
take my heart. It is over-flowing for =11 my dear ones
and yvou in very particular.

Do not mind vorr indebtednesse to me., I know thot 311

()

ERNE e
HEE ;..t- A

=

l

nd me strong thoughts.

Lovirsly in Truth,

24BmF



(Copy)

v Mr. Relph Moody, now residing at 2508 Broadweay,
New York City, is a regular attendent at First Church of
Christ, Scientist, New Vork City. Fis name apnears on
the church records Jesnuary 1888.

It wes Kr. NMoody's grest privilege to be a nrem-
ber of the Merch 1889 Primary Class of the ¥esseachusetts
Metaphysical College, teught by the Discoverer and Founder
of Christien Science, Wary Beker Eddy. After which he
was instrumertal in organizing the Christian Science
Society of Norwalk, Connecticut (now First Church of Christ,
Scientist, Norwalk) where he has slways retained his mem-
bership, although for meny years & resident of New Vork
City and a regular attendant at First Church since 1910.

JOSEPEINE LEIGETON PHELPS,
201 West 79th Street,
New York City.

ST&TE OF NEW YORK, )
COUNTY OF NZW YORK. )

Sworn to before me this £7th day of Februsary,l1933.

MARGARET L. KEILER,

Notary Public, lew York County.

New York County Clerk's No, 323

New York County Register's No. 4 K 431
Commission expires March 80, 1954.

Among those who signed the original membership
roll were:
Arabell Gillespie
Rowena B. Zinn
Jos. Curtis QOtterson
Fenrietta E. Chenfrau, Long Branch,N.,J.
Ralph Noody, Norwalk, Conn.

Mrs. Annie Dodge
Miss Annie Dodge
Marcus Werd
Emily Blanche Ward
4lice Jennings
Carol Norton
Arthur E. Stillwell
Mrs. Jennie Stillwell, Kans&s City
’ vWm., F. Becket
24 omt” Mre. Susie Becket



1886.
March "National Christian Science Assopclation."

Jes Allen Campbell C. S. D. President
Roger Sherman C. S. D. Vice President

et omrrerree—FroTh 2nd Vice President.

lrs. Laurence Brown A.M. MD. C.5.B.x

nME B, Welcomed editorially as a contributor to the Christisn
Science Journal. Card appears for the first time at
526 Columbus Avenue, Boston.

April
Vol. 1¥_  HMoved to 4 Yarmouth Street, Boston

(3)"students taught the rudiments of Christisan Science."

s

Je A. and L. L. Campbell become C. S. B. (1st time)

+r

May ¥rs. A. M. Harvey C. S. B.
Cincinnati, Ohio.

"Heeting of Yatlonal Christian Science Associlation",
irs. Laurence Erown, presiding, See also Vol. vi p. 155.
June Testimony of hesaling my lMrs. Lathrop
First insertion

Hrs. Laura Lathrop C. S. B.
127 West 24th Street

Students taught the rudiments of Christian Science.

Sept. The New Vork Christian Science Institute

rs. Laura Lathrop C.S.B. Principal.

Oct. "The Recent Festival" p. 180

~

¥rs. Augusta E. Stetson C.S.B. gives readings.

Nov. J. S. Sawyer llanager Christian Sclence Publishing Soclety
26 B
(2)



VOl. -&:V.
1886 . Professional Card.

New York City.)
Obstretician and Surgeon
108 West 42nd Street.

2T
N

Jers. Laurence Brown A.M. M.Do C.S.B. {(1lst insertion in
( New York City.

Dec. Professional Card.

iiss Jane Stoll Z. S. (1lst insertion)
165 West 23rd Street.

Treac T ot lmant!a s ok e Yo s ik L. a4
— - = ~— e :

Mr. and Mrs. F. T. Snider C.S5.B.
Kansas City, lo.

1887.
Jan. "The New Vork Academy of Christian Science"
108 West 42nd Street.
Mrs. Laurence Zrown A.7. “.D. C.5.B. Frincipal.
Volume v
April "Brooklyn Institute of Christian Scilence
462 Green Ave.
¥Mrse. P. J. Leonard C.S.B. Principal
Incorporated Sept. 1836.
* ; 4_; 3 ==|= ‘:'Fiaﬁq aod s o
May ¥r. and Mrs. ¥. D. Snider C.S5.B.
formerly of Kansas City lst. insertion
27 West 26th Street.
June Mr. and Yrs. Campbell moved to 1244 Broadway near 31lst St.
July Mr. and ¥Mrs. J. Y. Richards join Mrs. Laurence Brown
as asslstants.
Septe Testimony by Mrs. Laurence Brown page 3510.

27BmF



Vol. v,

1887
Dec.

1888.
Jan.

:

Vol.

ay.

Oct.

Febo

25hmP

"Academy of Christlan Sclence
108 West 42nd Street
YMrs. Laurence Brown A.M. “.D. C.S.B. Principal.

"Tisconsin Metaphysical Institute" Chartered 1884
S« J. Sswyer C. S. Ds Principal

¥rse. Jo Eo Sawyer C. 3. Do Teacher

A. G. Stohl C. 5. B. Assoclate.

"New York letaphysical Institute". Est. 1885

Je. A. Campbell C. S. D¢ and L. L. Campbell C. S. D.

"New Institute in New York"

"Metropolitan Christian Science Institute" page 95

Trustees ¥Mr. Fremont D. Snider 27 Vest 26th Street
Mrs. Ca~rie H. Snider 27 West 20th Street
rg. Sarah H. Jefferson 217 West 23rd Street
Mrs. Persis Maverick 34 West 24th Street

Julius Harlow
Reported in the "New York Journal" April 15th 1888,

Miss Jane Stoll Christian Scilentist's card withdrawn
Hr. and llrs. Campbell cards withdrawn

¥rs. Laurence Brown A.M. '1.D. C.5.B. card withdrawn.

"Churches and Associatlons" Pageslls - 538 - 592 =659
"Church of Christ, Scientist" New York City

Services held every Sunday at 4 o'clock

in Crescent Hall 138 Fifth Ave. near 19th Street
Regular Speaker lrs. F. J. Stetson

sunday School 3 o'clock

(No other church listed but Boston.)

Formerly of Cincinnatil

Mrs. A. . Harvey C. S. B.,

27 West 26th Street, Mew Yor (c (ot
Teaches and Practices. '

page 5387

The Church of Christ, Sclentlst of New York city"
(&)

WNews from Abroad"



)

)

1889 °
Vole. Vi

March

Vol. vil

April

July
27 /5mP

2

"A Crime of Maliclous Mesmerism" page 617
by C. H. Snider

R. F. D. Snider's passing page 586.

Rev. Mary Baker Eddy lectures in New York City

st Steinway Hall on the evening of February 15th

to an audience of one thousand who came together

on twenty-four hours notice. Rev. J. C. Ager,Pastor
of the New Jerusalem Church of Brooxlyn introduced
the speakers

¥re. R. Skinner C. S. B. (1lst mention June 1888)
50 Wegt 50th Street
"teaches and practices."

"A member from llew York reports defeat of a
proposed medical enactment to limit Christian
Science practice"  Page 8.

page 88
Rev. Mary Baker Eddy introduces
Reve D. A. Easton former Congregational Minister.

Christian Science Publishing Society page 107
138 Fifth Avenue.

Another bill defeated age 153
"Christian Science and Legislation

¥rs. F. J. Stetson C. S. D, (1st mention)
Mrs. Josephine C. Otterson C. 5. B.
128 Fifth Ave.

Dispensary and Reading Room
10 East 22nd Street
ficr nlauy{l‘cr
Mrs. Hervey unites with,Mrs. Snider
at 27 West 206th Street.

Mrs. Harvey opens office part time in
46 New Street
Newark, N. Je.

(5)



1889 e

|

Vol. v

e

|

Septe "The Advent of Christian Science" by
Mrs. Laura Lathrop C. S. D. page 283

Dece Miss Annle Dkdge C. 5. Do
Murray H1ll Hotel 1st mentione

Jan. Nationsl Assoclation meets at Cleveland, Ohio
¥rs. Lathrop and Mrs. Stetson speak
"In accordance with the expressed desire of
our Teacher" 1t wasgs moved that the next convention
meet in New York.

Mrs. Carrie Harvey Snider C. 5. I,
44 West Z2nd Street
“Preaches and teaches."

Harch Mrs. A. ¥. Harvey C. 3. Do
nmoves to 2011 Olin Street

rgs. R. Skinner C. S. Be
%O West 50th Street
Practiceg and teachesg"

Mrs. Laura Lathrop C. 5. Do
moved to 114 Weet 4Gth Street
Mrs. ¥« J. Stetgon C. S Do
Mrs. J« Co« Otterson C. S 2.
138 Fifth Ave.

Practices and tesches.

July Account of meeting of "National Christian
Science Assoclation" in New York City
Address by Mrs. A. E. Stetson Page 147

QOcte. Mr. Carol Norton C. S. tendered position of

cugstodlan of the Reading Room and assistant

to the Pastor at salary of $50.00 per month
(Church Minute Book)

(6)



Vol. viil
Feb. "The New York City Christian Sciencé . Institute"
(1qt mention)
lst-~Rev. Augusta E. Stetson C. S. D.
mr. Carol MNorton C. S. Assistant
engagemen+s made for preaching and teaching"
Mrs. Josehine C. Otterson C. S. B. Secretary
138 Fifth Ave.
Article “Opposition to Christlan Sclence" by A.E:S.
pages 516-523
Church Card New York City
Services at Hardman Hall 10.20 A. 1.
Bible Class st 12
Sunday and Tuesday Evenings at 8
96 Fifth Ave/
Rev. Augusta E. Stetson Pastor
arch The New York Christlan Sclence Institumte moved to
. 81st Street and Columbus Ave.
Vol. 1ix
Sept. "Wew York City Christian Science Institute" Inc. 1891
96 Fifth Ave.
Rev. Augusta E. Stetson C. S. D. Princlpal
Carol YWorton, C. S Asgistant
Mrs. Josephine ¢. Otterson C. S. B. Secretary
Nov. The formation of Second Church New York Clty
"Notes from the Field"
1892.
ifarch Christian Science Dispensaries and Reading Rooms

Mo. 117 West 42nd Street
Rooms 5, 6, 7 and 8
3/ By 96 Fifth Avenue.
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