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Letter from Puget Sound.
[FROM AN OCCASIONAL CORRESPONDEXNT.]

Ornyyris, W, T., Janusary 25, 1863,
Cold Blooded Murder at Steilacoom.

Qur ueighboring town of Steilaccom has been
the theatre of a fearful tragedy during the past
week.  On Wednesday, the 21st instant, Andrew
J. Byrd, a universally respected citizen of Pierce
county, was shot by John Bates. Byrdlived with-
in a few milus of Steilacoom, and is the owuer of
a flouring mil} and farm adjacent. He is'ulso a
cattle dealer. Bates was the owner of a farm in
the neighborheod.  The parties had » slighe diffi-
culty about a cow belonging to Bates having got
into & band of beef cattle owned by Byrd.  DBates
went into Steilacoom on Monday and quartercid
himself in the postoffice and stopped there the
ontire day. He did the same thing on Tuesday,
and was at his post early on Wednesday mornng.
About 10 o’clock on that day, Byrd stepped into
the office to get his mail matter ; Bates rosc from
his seat, and without saying a word, drew a revolv-
er and commenced firing on Byrd. The first shot
took cffect in the lower part ol the abdomen, pass-
ing through the bladder, and the second in the leg
just above the knee, Byrd ran into the street, but

rot only a few steps when he fell. He was carried

into the hotel and examined by the surgeons of
the place, who pronounced the wound mortal,
Bates was immediately arrested and disarmed.
He said he desired to kill one other man, and then
he would be ready for the gallows. A preliminary
oxamination was had before a justice of the peace
and Bates was committed to taxe his trial for mur-
d;:r]in the first degree.  Byrd dicd on Thursday
night.

Vengeance of the People—The Murderer Hang-
od on a Tree.

On Friday the excitement ran lugh—the people
wers oxasperated at tho murder of so peaccable,
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quict and inoffensive o citizen as Mr. Byrd. The

news of the shooting spread rapidly through the
country, and Bird’s neizhbors and friends hegan
to pour into town. About noon the crowd deter-
mined to take the prisoner from the jnil and hang
him. They accordingly {)rocceded to the jail wit
axes, sledge-hammers, battering ram, ete., and
commenced to work upen the door. An ax was
driven in the door which cut off the bolt of the
lock; Dut still the door would not open. The
sheriff was inside, nobly perlurming his duty in
}»rotccting the prisoner, single-handed and alone.
{e had previously summoned a posse to assist
him, but no one could be found to unswer the call.
An immense battering ram was brought to bear
upon the door without cffect. It was found that
the sheriff had @ brace against the door which
could not be overcome. The crewd then dug and
cut around the door frame, which soon gave way
under the pressure of the brace inside, and out
tumbled the door togethier with the sheriff. A doz-
¢n men Founccd upon him and disarmed him, and
hurried him off to another part of the town, The
prisoner was at onee seized, bound, anl a rope
placed about his neck. The culprit begged for
time, averring that he wanted a fair trial, ﬁlc was
told that ten minutes would be granted. He desir-
ed to see his father-in-law, Mr.%[ccker, and aleo a
minister. Mr. Meckerwas requested to take charge
of his body, and have it deceutly buried, and to
dispose of his farm and efleets, and after pay-
ing funcral expenses, to remit the amount to
his mother, who resides somewhere in the
Atlantic States. The Rev. G. W. Sloan, was then
requested by tho prisoner to pray for him, at the
conclusion of which he was murched to the place
of execution. The rope was thrown over the limb
of a tree and Bates was drawn up by the hands of
perhaps 50 men. The body was left hanging
more than an hour.

Mr. Byrd was a man beloved by all who knew
hiun. He leaves a wife and three children. Bates
was & widower.

Doings of the Territorial Legislature.
The Legislature has done but littie as yet for the
benefit of the Territory at large. Buying, selling
and corruption seem to be the order of the day.

The clection of public printer was good cajital to
trade upon. The members from some of the
counties east of the mount2ins were extremely
unxious to get an Apportionment biil through,
which was very unjust to the permancutly settled
counties on the Scund. The Radical Republicans
were willing to sell cut the Sound counties and
their constituents in order to secure the election of
taeir candidate for printer. So a trade wasmade
accordingly. G. A. Barnes, proprictor o' the Wash.
ington Sfandard, was clected printer.  After se-
curing the election of their.candidate, the radical
gentlemen turned the tables on thicir allies and
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uticaicu e Apporaoinncot ouig .

The bill for the removal of the Capital to Van-
couver was indefinitely postponed in the House
yesterday, ‘

Over 150 charters for ferries and franchises for
water-ditches, bridges, trail, ete., have been grant
td to parties to be put in operation in the mining
region cast of the Cascades during the next sea-
son.

The vexed Becretary of the Territory question
has Dot yet been settled. L. J. S. Tarney still
claims t0 be Secretary, and oceasionally fends a
bomb-shell into the Legislature. He siill nolds
on to the “traps” pertaining to the oflice, although
it is generally believed he has been ordered by the
Department 10 tumover., The Legislature has, by
resolution, recognized Elwood Evans zs the Sec-
retary.

Arrest of a Murderer.

A desperato character named Boon Helm wa
arrested here last weelk.  He had been swaggerin
cbout town for several days, threatening to kil

somebody before he left. Aficr his arrest a num-
Yer of parties appesred £gainst him, and he was
grored to be the man who murdered “ Dutch
rod’" at Florence City last spring. Ho ezcaped
and turned up at Cariboo, where Ife skot another
man. He mnnaged to escape from the British
officials. He is snid to have been & party 1o the
Mountain Meadows massacge in Utah Terntory,
The weather continues mild and leasant, “The
U. 8. revenue cutter eontinues in the mail service
between this place and Victoria. Jrxo,
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