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In perusing your columns, 1 tind an article

jrices of butter and milk, you a-k the guestion,
*1s it strange that the farmer pets rich quick®”
I say it is very strange, and you would cote to
the same conclusion if you dare step into the
wereantile houscs and there inguire i itisstrange
that that class of people gt rich quick.  Please
laok at the prices between this place and New
York in the subseription list for a weckly paper.
In New York, four pounds of Lutter will pay a
week's board ; here it takes sixteen pounds to
jay a week's board.

The farmner scldom getsrich off the merchant,
but, on the contrary, the merchant always gets
rich off the Guoer, I you plaase, hereafler
pickle up the merchants with their great wealth,
as well as the fammers, and publish the above
and you shall bave butter and wilk next summer

at 50 cents.
Fanure

The above is In answer to an item in this
paper, two or three weeks since, giving the
prices of milk and butter in Steilacvon.
Since then the price of milk has Leen in-
creased to cne dullar a gallun, and we are
constrained to say, in reply to our query, it
is certainly mof strange that our farmers get
rich quick, While we are sumctimes made
to wince under exorbitant charges for such
 articles, we are rather plcased than displeased
at the fact that the farmer can and does re
ceive such liberal wages fur his lubor, Itis

indicative of a high state of prosperity. The
two articles mevtivued—milk and butter—
‘can be dispensed with, if’ need be, and their
large consumption is evidence of wealth in
the community. The French use little or
no butter and milk *n their kitchens or on
their tables, and there is less dainty fare
than they provide, If the French can sub.
sist without these luxuries, Americans
‘also can, Very little milk and butter were
consumed by the peaple of the Pacific before
Americans came here, and the pioneers
amonz our own people deemed 't no great
privation to do without them. A free in

dulgence in these luxuries, therefore, is an
indication of prosperity, and as such we re

juice at it
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When it is taken into account that our
winters here are extremely short and muld, |
there scldom being & month of weather suf-|
ficlently cold for snow and ice, it is readily
seen that cows are very profitable. Here,
cattle are not even housed in the winter,
and find their own food during elcven
months of the year; in the States they are
not only housed, but food must be provided
for them at least six months in the year,
The price of milch cows here iz about dou.
ble the price in the States, The cost of pur-
chase and the cost of keeping are both to
be considered, in order to arriveat a correct
idea of the profit accruing.

Thus much for milk and butter, For all
descriptions of vegetables better prices are
obtaiued bere than rule in California, and
for many yeass to eume the prices on the
Sound will be sach as cannot fail to enrich
all engaged in producing them, Itis need.
less to detail instancrs by comparison ; the
fact is too well known to require it.

Of the profits realized by the merchants
in their trade with the farmers we know
but little, as each party In such transactions
usually buys, sells, or exchanges to the best
sdvantage, and one bargain is no eriterion

| for anoiber; but with regard to newspapers

we will say a few words. For the informa.
tion of “ Farmer,” wo will state that the
cost of printing paper on the Pacific is 100
per cent. higher than itls on the Atlantic,
while the relative cost of all the departments
of labor is in sbout the same 1atio. A
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weskly pape:in New York, published in

rct:tmoeti«nvmuclnlly,nmnuatthun‘

| are, costs much less in composition than a|
| weekly paper disconnected with a daily ;|

for the same matter that appears in the daily |
finds its way into the weekly paper without

being re-set, thus saving largely in that de.|

partment,

We fear “ Farmer” did not stick very
close 1o the truth whem be wrote “in|
New York four pounds of butter will pay a
week's board ; bere it takes sixteen pounds

[ %0 pay & week's board™ Let us see: here
.| the price of board is eight dollars & week,
-|sod the price of butter 75 cents & pound ;

‘n New York the prics of board (plain) is
four and five dollars & week, and the price
of butter 20 cents & pound. The twé show-
inge are rather conflcting, ‘

As we bave published his communication,
we bope * Farmer” will keep in mind his
promise to supply ue with * butter and
milk next summer at 50 cents.”




