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'The Puget Sonnd Indians.

© [PROM AN OCUABIONAL COBRESPONDENT.)

f SreiLacooyd, W. T., Jaunury 16, 1863.
i Many ingenious theuries have been made 48 10
‘the origin of the Indiaus of Puget Sound and |
‘neighboring. conntry:. They arc so unlike the |’
tribes between here and the Mississippi that it is
_evident they are in no way reluted. The Sivashes
scom to be an improved cdition of the Diggers of
California, and bLoth may be the debris of the
superior tribes of the contineat. The Siwashesare
‘short, stout and firmly put together. They possess
ina high degree that kind of fortitude which en-
‘counters dunger with coolness and bears adversity
with patience ; but as for that kind whichinspires
daring and Intrepidity, if they have it, it is heldin
abeyance. They have been cowed Ly the whise
~man. They stand in feaz of the race that is sup-
planting them ; they are betomitg the vassale off
the '*pale face.” Yet if they should become
thoroughly rouged and organized there is no doubt
‘they might Le formidable warriors. The career
of their noted chief, Seschi, who dgured here dur-
ing the late Indlan war, proves this. Had his fol-
lowers fonght us he led, the Indian War of ?56 and
157 would have terminated in anuch more disas-
trous manner to the whites. Bold, during and
sagacious, perfectly familiar with «ll- the country
over which he rushed with she celerity of the deer,
every stream an oid acquaintance, every trail re-
cognizing his step at once, he was uo common foe,
Towards the close of the war Seschi was takon
risoner, He was tried and condemned to the gal-
ows. Anadept in duplicity, e had couvivced
sume of the whites that he was their friend. These
proposed to qrcvcnt his hanging ; but the major-

ity knowing him better, from repeated acts ol his
hiandve trenchisrvy  determined he should swine.
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A gallows which is now standing was creeted
b:n;: of the garrison, and the warrior chief swuny
tierefrom. %lis worshippers toek duwn his vody,
made a‘great ado over it and earried him off for
burizl near old Fort Nisqually. The attention of
the traveler is attracted to the spot by the im-
mense number of trinkets hung round the grave,
suggesting, at first blush, that Santa Claus with u
hewvy load hiad just broken down there.

These Indians exhibit much skill in tho'construe-
tion of their canocs. Those made of large i'r
trecs are long aud narrow, after the pattern of
clipper ships.  Their locomotion is generally twe-

.squaw power, thongh not unfrequently the lurger
canocs are prooelled by six or eight squuws—euch
being seated fiat in the canoe and using a single
}mdd ¢. They uso & small sall when the witd

uvors. I have often been amnsed in looking ara
Siwash and his clutchman starting off on the Sound,

Mr. Siwash approuches the shore with the most
imperturable air, waits very patiently for Mrs.
Siwash to haul up the canoe, bail it out, put inthe
large load she hias packed~down and get every-
thing rendy. His mujesty then gets in, and while
Mrs. Siwash pushes off and plies the paddie with
good effect, he takes a comfortabic seat, draws a
blanket over his shonlders, puts a liberal quantivy
of rifled whisky under his belt amd a pipe in his
mouth, und reully seems to be cujoying she highest
degree of canoshial felicity.

Their three principal articles of food are roots,
berries and salmon. These they gather in their
season, and cure for winter. However, such as
traflic with the whites arc not particular to Iny np
provisions, us they can ncarly always get tlour
and nolasses rom those with whom they trudce,
Their mamuner of getting oysters, for which they
find 2 good market, is to take a canoe-lozd of
wood aud drop down on to the oyster fluts as the
tide runs ont. Then they wait till the fiat is en-
tively out of water, when, buildingiup a rousing
fire, they fall to work gethering oysters. Having
filled thiecir canoe, they wait for the return tide,
when they psddle in and peddle their shell fish
through the town.

They still hold on to their ancient custom in cur-
ing their sick, When one of their number be-
comes ill, they suppose that the Evil One is exert-
ing his influenco over him.  So they eull in their
{mebl and forming a eirelo round the sick perzon,

wegin the curing procesy by shouting, yelling,
pounding und clapping bands, making altogether
such a pow-wow thet it would seem that pande-
monium had broken toose and chaes come nyganin,
Still, severe as this is, some of their putienrs get
well—or, to speak more to the poiut, all of them
do not die under the treatment.

As lielp is gearce here, muny families employ
Indiang a8 sorvants. Ia 2 few instances their
cabins attached to some well-to-do honscholds
suggest a certain institution generally supl)osetl to
exist santh af Mason & Divan’g lina.  Far theiv
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services these Indlan servants receive about us
much as they want to eat and some cast-ofl gar-
nents to wear, and, perhans these are all shey
deserve.

Lo-the-poor-Indiun is a gone-in institntion. The
licel of o superior race I8 on: his neck™ He ia puss-
ing nway und soon will be known only In history.
A great people should deal magnanimously with
him. CoxiNG ALONG.
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