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PROLOGUE

As an 1nt eduction to the History cf the 149th Fisld Ax-
tillerJ Battalion, the following background data is furniqbed

' to make the History more complete.

. The Battali_on wes formerly the 2nd Battalion of the 116t

. Fleld Artillery Reglment. Upon induction the Regiment was par:
‘ of.the'Fldrida Natioﬁal,Guard and one‘of~th£ three regiments of

~ the 56th Field Artillery Brigade, the other two being the 1l4th

.;;F. A.-and thé 117fh,?. A, The Brigade was the artillefy'of_tha”
5lat Infantry "Dixie Divislon® of Florida, Alebama, Mississippi,
1;éhd Lbuisiana.; Thé>D1vision was commanded by Major General Johu

'  6. Persons of Bi rminghem, Alabané; the 56th Fieid'Artillery Bpi-
;tgade by Br.gadier General Sumpter L Lowry of Jacksonville, the
 Regimentty Colonel Homer W Hesterly of Tamps; and the 2nd Ba-
f'ttalion by Lieutensnt Colonel Emory Baya of Tempa. The Ba-'
g_ttalior was ccmpo«ed of Hq Battery of Bartoh,'"D" Battery of |

R Lakeland* ngh Battery of Plant City; "P" Battery of Winter Haven

- and the Regimentalluervice Battery, which supplied the battelion, .

- was from Aréadia;

In the late gummer of 1940, the world sjtuation bcginain"
«to ‘look critlcal, the Congre«s ‘authorized the mabilization of f
j_certain troops, emong which was the 3lat Divialon. The con~
. atruction of‘Camp Blanding, neur Stsrke, Florida, and only a

short distance from Jacksonville was bagun, snd the Divisilon



:235”
Ewaa mobilized at home stations’ on November 25, 1940, and sworn |
-Qinto Federal status, Of course much ground work and recruiting

we.s done prior to the actual dato of induotion.rif.f'i

A

. Tho time betwoen induotion and the movement to unfinished *'
.'-iCamp Blending, about the 20th of December, will long be remen-
'*bered by one and all. In those days, food prices wero low and -
t;tho extremely liberal allowance of $1.25 per man per day for e
[{food alone was enongh‘to feed the troops_like»kings,_threeVmealo
‘e dayfand st111 "fin‘d it'imp'oasibie to 'spena"thegmoney iaiio#:éd'.:v |
: Tho arrival at rainy, damp Gamp Blanding just a few days
?vbefore Christmas, was rather &a rude Jolt for it opened a period
of seven daya a week ‘hard work of 1eveling, draining, filling,,”:
‘land generally making of a camp from a morasa._ A large percent-
t‘age -of the men were allowed to return home for Christmaa, and |

another 1arge group fcr New Year's Day.

| Basio training was soon begun but eqnipment was painfully S
) 1acking, especially in view of tho abundanoe of today. Work was.i
- not too ‘hard as the novelty waa still thore, and Wodnosday and

'Saturday afternoons wore free, and home not too far away ror more

than just a few.l

_ Thz first week in March, the first induotees reached tho
Battalion to bring it up- to strength and immediate stepa were f_
taken to whip tho Battalion into ahape for the Louisiana maneurera
of twelve weeks duration. Maneuvers came and paased but were 7

-olosely followad by othors in tha Carolinas for rour waeks

+
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'a:dﬁfaﬁibﬁ.; These of course were rolloaed by the Jap snaak. ‘
{f?attack on Pearl Harbor, after only a fow days from the date of
?treturn from Carolina. A.rather dramatic sequehce ‘took place at
'%7this time._ On Monday morning, Deaember 8, the Soth F. A. Brigade
-jfleft for Tampa, Florida, in acgordance wihh prior plans for a
 f;ceremony to dedicate the Tampa Armavy, which was to be named - v
’;’Fort Homer Eesterly. ‘The Jap attaok_OL the day_before,jalerted
one and all to tke fact that we kneﬁ'not what the neTt'few days
i wou1d hold for the Division,,which wes a well trained outfit.
f{The Brigade arrived 1n Tampa, in the morning and the scheduled
f?pgrade_was pe}d aarly in the.gfte:noop. it was quite_g somber
jiéfd@d thaf watchéd the lbng coiumn'wind its-wﬁy through thé' |
.:Tampa streets, 1n a misting rain just as the EYTRA papars hit
~ the streets telling of the T. S. Declaretion of War on Japan. It
f ia believed that thils was the first War Eime‘parade of‘Wbrla War
'_I‘I","to be held in thg;United States,  That night, four Batteriis
‘f>of the Regimen£ were alerted aa parts of Battélion Combat Teams
E for costal defenée; "D“ Batteﬁj went Lo Wilmingtbn,{N.'C;, and
"E" Battery to Charleétén, 5. C. 'Littlé happened‘of cdnaequvnca
‘until the Diwision was moved to Camp Bowle, Teyaa, 1n enxly
: February 1942. Upon arrival there, orderq wore recechd to »
Triasnglize the Divisiqn‘ Accordinbly, tna £nd Batbal*on, 13utu
F.A. was redesignated 149th Fleld Artillery Battelicn, under
command 6vaieutenant Colonel W EUGEHE JONES, The‘comﬁlement
of officers was very small at this-time, gatﬁihg~as low a@a eiﬁhﬁ
at one perlod. Most of thess elght were dnstxned Lo ropeln wi 4%

tke battalion for- several years to come .



U In the seoond woek of March 1942, the battallcn left for T

‘Eonevmonth at Fort Sill, to act ‘a8 school: troops. This one :
‘;month proved to be one of the best periods of ﬁrtillery train-fi
:?ing the battalion everreceived._ Annual AGF Teat werc held dur—?f
'iing the 1ast week before return to Bowme. From.Bowie it was |
-}Louréiana Maneuvers awain that summer end thonce to Camp Shﬁlby
l.M1ssiasippi. From Camp Shelby, 8ix of the Captains 1eft for BGC 5
‘fat Fé?t 8111, which they hed been undble to attend prior to this-
itime. The battalion was left with the three field offioers and
la la?go group of brand new Lioutenants. Tr.o regular battery
foommaﬁaers returned to take over their batteries in March, and
}"AGF Te%t were shortly participated in aga . Ths regular Lou~ﬁ
fiaiana ﬁaneuvers rolled around egaln, this time follow;ng the t
f"D" Series in Mississippi. At this time Lt. Col. Jonos, and
fMajor Hiil were alerted for oversea transfer but it proved that
:tnsy we?b not to go, and they retunned to ths Ba talion after a 5%
leave” at home » From Louisiane the Diviﬂion went to Camp Pioketti}
for final preparation for overseas movemenss From Gsmp ricket»,f
trips were made %o very enjoyable and very oold meneuvers in f»;ﬁ
W st Virg*nia, as well as to Camp Brad;ord for Amph“bious Tralp-
ing which 1ncluded a landing in the Solomon I*lando, in harylano,
Thanksgiving weeok was spent at Camp AP Hill, Va, tratning for
AGF TGSu for w“lch the battalion.moved to Camn Butneo, the xirst.i
‘week of Docamber. On 29 Jgngary_l944 the pattalion 1left Camp‘-'

Pickett for overseas. This story will follow in the next pages ,
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S The 149th Field Artillery Battalion departed Camp Pickett,
}7'Virginia by train 0630, 29 January 1944, for Camp Patrick Henry.
,',Virginia for staging for overseas movement. The 114th Field »
‘A:Artillery Battalion was elso abosrd this train. ‘The trgin arriv-
'ed in Camp Patrick Henry, at 1335, where it was met by various
'officials of the camp, as well as the camp band.' The battalion‘f
'.was marched tc ite assigned area and given preliminary inetruct-
;ions for ite etay. Beginning 30 Januaryend ccntinuing through
‘EB February 1944, a schedule of athletice, hikes, instructions in :
:”fceneorship, and amphibious training was carried out, while final
‘linnoculations, inppects of equipment, and ckecking of adminietrat~‘
_Eive recorde we.s completed. Physically unfit men;were transferred’
j'and replacemente received to bring the battalion up to full
’:etrength., |

| On 9 February the 149th.Field Artillery cammended by Lt Col.f*
-'w EUGENE JONES, the 1l4th Fleld Artillery commanded by Lt. Col. .
AIBERT LAKE and Gcmpeniee ngh and "C“ of the lOBth Engineere,,
ecammanded by Capt. KILLEEN, departed by train for Hampton Roade
Port of Eﬂbarkation. .The morning of departure wes a very fitt-
ing send-off for the Southwest Pacific as the ground wae heavilv

. covered wlth snow, slush and mud- and a cold rain wa.s - interm*tt~ :
-»ently felling. At Norfolk, the troops dobarked frmn the trein fff
}and transferred to the Mohawk Ferry for the c“oesing f horro ‘



,BE§;' As each man boarded the Su Cape Henlonen he removed and

:tﬁrned in his overcoat.}

The Henlopen sailed the morning of 10 February at 0900
with Lt Col. AIBERT LAKE as Commander of TroOps, Lt. Col. |
W'EUGENE JON“S, ‘as Executive Oificer, Major JOSEPH J HILL as
Provost Marshal, and Capts. ' JOHN W‘BASKIV and JULIAN P MYRICK ‘
as joint 5-3'8.‘ The 149th had ﬂb complete complement 6f of ficcr
with the ezception of ‘the 83, Major MILTON E HULL, who sailea -
with an advance group of S-S’s, Capt WILLIAM H FREhLAND, who N
sailed in January as advance representative of the battalion, -
Capt GEORGE H CRILL .and Lts. JOHN H FEMP and FRANK N AIRBLIS
who sailed oo another ship due to shortage of necessary number '
of officers to fill that ships accommodations, and Lt. HARﬁAN A
A ALLEN who eailed from San Franoisoo, a8 Division Ammunition

Representative.,

The trip was without event for the first week. Organizafion
: of ship duties, meas, police and sanita*ion wes eetablishod, and

e training progrem wasg put into operation.

The Henlopen arrived at Panama, Canal Zone, on 16 lohﬂuerv
‘and tied up to the docks for fluahing of water tanka epd repal
K “of ventilation fan motors. The troops ners dobarked upon the
f pier for e&ercise and the two Colonels mede arrangemonts for leo
crcam to be delivered to the pier.v Thie wag to prove to be tao :

thn last ioe cream for many, many months.

N

Thefpaseege through the Canal was begun early on ths mapeing



'~Guinsa was reachﬁd.

'.cf 17 February and was nafu_ﬂllv enjoyed very muéh'by éll aﬁéﬂviw
The Henlopen ancnored on the south end of the canal whore it re-
ained until 1600 of 138 February, at which timé wo sailed for
the Pac 1fic part of the vo;age. Durlng the entire vquge, until

vMilne Bay, New Guinea, was reached no land was sighted et any

fvtlme.; The trip was almost without event though there was a

i possibility of a definita submarine contaﬂt one night. 10 nedo
'ialarm soundnd bub no torpedo was actually seen.. During the voy~
| agaone case of acute appendicitis occurred, which necessitated
en emergency operatlon at sea. Gapt. JOHN L WHITAKER, Batcalion
nburgeon, performed the operation while the ship was undsr-way,

and the patient was woll nlgh completeiy recovered when New

A

"~During the VOyage a}continuous traianing schedﬁls of éth;
.1etics;<Pidgin English, visual aignaling; current evenﬁs ahd."
;épedialized éection training was engaged in ﬁj all cbncérnéd.
Onéidf the features 6f the voyage was the evening gntertain;éiﬁv
ment program. A very‘diveraified_pra@ram ﬁas arranged with :
compet*tion for attendancs betwpen the Colonela' who held =& éiﬁ«
”game on ths forward part of the ship, and the 8-3 Section'a Roxw
ing matchss on ths aft hatche. Frozon Coco-colas woare among thy

prizes and ware the most valued of all.

iThe Henlopen reached lillas Bay, ab l?AS, 18 Hﬁ%ch L28E waspee
she anchored awaiting orders. Anchor wog we thea at lé@ﬁ on iﬁ
March and was noxt dropped iIn Cro Say ah 0740 of 17
unloading of troops and carge was'begnn immé&iatelyu Thgilﬂﬁﬁn

e A Battalion waa the flrst batiallon of the &lab Divialen ho



:leoddon New'Gulnea. Camo was~eetabllshed*et Dobodura,‘and ep |
"vexteneive and lntenslve prorram -of construction and camp imp-f
rovenent begun at once Acolimation to ths- trbpios was begun
~and many houra of lnatruction given in llving in the jungle, |
f malaria control, jungle diseases, and relatlone with the natlvee.f
{ Trips were made to the Battlefield and Cemetery at Buna, and at
_Gona. Upon completion of the construction of the battalion area!

'1t hnen becamenecessary to construct the area of the 116th Field

Artillery prior to- their arrival. L

During the flret week of May, 1ntensive training was begun
}ein preparation for future combat missione. Principal emphasis '
?was placed on Operation of the Artlllery in Jungle Werfare, with
_flntensive study and oonstruction of deiense perlmeters, followed_’
‘uby nlght attaek and defense problems.v Damolltion schools were |
nmng the week of ?‘Ma-y 15-22, the firing batteriés 'engagea
‘in.BCT Problems with the appropriate Infantry Battaliena. Cri--
:Zt*ques were held and apeoial emphasia placed on the correction
;ﬂof defloienoiee. Firlng af all. small arms for all members of
1»the battalion was held during the month- of May. Forward Observa- .
tion schools were scheduled for both the officera of the Batteliea
'"dand designated forward observers of the aupportedlinfentry. From
.22 May Unﬁil'ssJune; intenelve'practiee of Batbery”?roficiency
Tests‘was'carried out elong ﬁlth continuous preparation for the
"Annual'Inspector_General's Inspectlon. These inspections were
glven -thejbeﬁtalion during the week of June 5 to 10, Prepe.re.'_tion

- was continued for Battery and Battallon Tests.



;A featurc of the training of the battalion at Dobodura, was
‘the construction and operation of 8 Minature Artillery Range._h.,u,
Aitower was erected for the installation of a %0 Caliber M G.n»

jf.which was to fire incendiary ammunition on a minature ~orward

| ]::Observation Range.; Varioua forward obqervation posts were dug
iito give varied OT Ranges and variation in Angle 7. ~Impact area

hgfwas carefully constructed to include gas tanks filled with gaso—’
gﬁlineto burn, power plants, observation post, fields, mountains,
1ﬁwater tanks and various other terrain objecte., Continuoua im- o

}{provement cf the range and practice of new ideae was carried

?fout until it was possible to 0perate the entire battalion in
éﬁevery phase of occupation and firing except actual expenditure

fkof Artillery ammunition. "The Battalion Fire Direction Center was

“in operation and Battery Executives were ueed to give commande to
ffthe guns.v In addition to the excellent training given officers : _
*;liring, all other sectiona received training of a highly intereat-i

'tingvand instructive nature. Untold benefit was derived by

- jonmunication personnel. All procedures were normal and 1t wasg -

honly at the machine gun that conversion of 105 Howitzer data was -

ﬁfmade to accommodate the M. G. The range ‘was conceived by Lt. Col.

-'if"}l_Jonea, and 'built under his peraonal supervision. JE

During the period of training and equipping in Oro Bay e ‘
~;flarge portion of the~battalion wae engaged in truck construction f

5’during parts of May and JUne.‘ A.Provisional Truck Aaaembly

,mBattalion was formed compcsed of two batteries from ll4th F. A, o
and two batteries from the 1491;11 F. A. Bn, with attached mechan-
fica from the Reconnaiaance Troop and Ordance Company, and the
'12atn Infantry Regiment, This group and the assembly line was:



10
fuﬁﬁer”coﬁmand of Hajor LILTLN E HTLL, S-3 of the 149th F, i.
iThis personnel was quartered at the old SOUFAC HOTEL aitn the
_;agsigned duties of assembling' 500 trucks. Three shifts were
 eateblished as follows: 0700-1600; 1700-2400; 0001-0600. A dey
féﬁd'nigﬁt'mess_were set up. The night shift having to feed five

:7ﬁéalé'in_12 hours. . -

m‘-f; Base Oraanca was operating the assemoly line at the time it
“was taken over by this Provisional Outsis, ‘which we called the
121149th Prov. Truck Assembly Battalion. After about two weeks, the
'~;‘~.:V114tb..F'.' A, peréonnei were relleved by additionél men from the
fl49th F.A. Bn, in order that the training program of both.Ba-
ittaliqns wouldrnot be disrupted. During the four weeks pariod, a
f;tdtal of 506 trucks were assembled, consisting of Dump, 2} tom,
;lg ton, 3/4 ton;Weapon Carriers and 1/4 ton Command and Reconnal-
" sance cars. This total would have been greater, but the assembly
f 11na'was rearranged three times, and production could not go on
j‘while-thﬁ rearfangement;was being done. The batﬁalion was

,commandea for 1ts outsténding recorﬁ.

>1 During the perlod 18 June %o 24 June the firing batterles
‘?apgaged individually in Battalion Landing Team exercises with
the 124% h Infanury. Actral full-scale 1oading and 4anding op-

erations were msde and much t“aining was derived.,

On Thursday, EZiJune,'tha AftilleryvArmy Ground Force Teat=-.
ing Team of the XI Corps gave the batiallicn the Battalion AGF
Teefsv#l & #2. The battalion was uneble to participate in'the

Test #5, due to Alerst Por Gombat movement.



From 2o June to 28 June preparations were made Ior ember r~"'

aﬁion for move to Aitape Combat Area. Major JOenrH J: HlLL

BattaliOn Executive acted ae TQM and did an outstanding Job.:;gi{’
Approx_mately 50% of the battalion personnel and all combat car—ai
go aa*led from Oro Bay on 29 June,_aboard the S8 Goodbue, and

SS Barnea. These were Liberty enips and were greatly overcrowen
7=ed due to. the belated arrimad of scheduled LCIs. Approximately
1200 men were aboard eack EBao and sleeping, feeding, and ean- C

itary facilities were & gﬁmem spoblem.

';On the night of 4 July, the Libertys anchored at Aitape ard..
: Taekaorce Headquartera representativeu came aboard for General o
HUTCHIhSON, Task Force Commander, and Colonel STARR Commander

of the 124th Regimental Combat Team. 'Cn the morning of 5 July,.l

comm&ndere of all unita and organizatione, and their staff rep-'vi
| reaentatives went ashore for a.conferenoe and orientation at

XI Corpe Headquartere. Ordera were 1ssued for the unloading of iﬂ
Infantry troops with individual equipment to reinforce and improve
the perimeter, bnt the . artillery troops and all cargo was left t,f‘
aboard the ships. Other than the construction work to be performﬁ
ed by the infantryand scheduled preparation of positions by the “

‘ﬁ artillery, the Combat Team was in'bhe .nature of a “Floating
N Reserve. k ' | . |

e The remainder of the battalion, under Major MILTON E HULL
Battalion S-S, boarded I0Is. at Cape Sudest on 3 July and sailed
that night to join the battalion.- The ICIs arrived at Fin- |

schharen on:the morning of 4 July and were beached for the troopa'

to debark for exercise and swimming. Troopa were reembarked in :
the afternoon and sailed for Altape to aerrive at 1630 on € July .



T

“The 149th Field Artillery Battalion was under Corp Control
ana Eiaison was established with XI Corp Artillery, At this
" timp whe Infenbry went under the control of the 32nd Division.
‘Prior’to'the arrival of ‘the iLCIs, arrangements were made for
?  ﬁﬁvouacing ‘the battalion #n the resr positions of the 120th F. A.,
‘anll :reconnalsance forA308£ﬁions-areaa'and-perimeter of defense
made by Bn CO and Asst :S=-3.

3

Tropps debarking from LCIs were marched along the beach to
;’the‘120th'p03£ﬁionsnmhene‘kitchenavwere set up and B rationa fed.
| 7Minimum ésséﬁﬁial equiipment was unloaded :from the ships and sur-
oy begun immediately. On 9@ July the remainder of the troops were
“jdebarked_from the Liberty ships and unloading of equipment and.'

cargo_begun.

From captured documents: and statements of prisoners, it_'

‘waa anticlpated that'the.'Japs-would attack the defense perimeter
ibétween’l ‘Fuly and 10.1duly, probably at the Covering Force line
von'the Driniumor River. A plan was.put:;into effect on 8 July
ﬂ;‘thﬁt sent’ two Battallons East- across the Driniumor. -;One Ba=-
"ttalion was’tﬁyprogeed=alongitheﬁgéast.and the other-inmland.

' Each-of'these battalions was supported by a7battaiionrof Field

. Artillery. The 124th.Regimental Combat Team wizhlnaval and alr
support was to embark-on’1l2 July, and make an.emphibious attack
<on' the morning 13 JulyuatﬂﬂYaparake,“Hew:Guinea,:to-seize a
lippachhead and expand’ 1t, .South~and'Westut§«maké contact with thé
' Reonnaisance in Force. %Bll»eqnipmént'ahd supplies along with
the troops were assembléedidn: the Tadji Plantation area dnd final
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preperations made to begin loading the LCTs and LCMs at noon

ag July. Og the night of 10 July, the Japs attacked the center

- of the Driniwmor line which was held by the 1L€th Inféntry of the

f:32nd'DLvision..vThe attask was madé in consideravle force betwsoen
:'the_twoABattalions wno had crosged the Driniumor on ths Kecon-
:haiéancé in Forcé miSsidn._ Trémendous artillery suﬁport'waa
 glven the river defense line, bqt the'Japs succeedad inipenetrﬂt?
ing the ééntar of the line, c&ﬁsidg the Battallion in the conter
 ]0£ thg'lihe tocwithdraw. The two.battalioné on the left and

. rightvpf_this‘battélion had crossed ths river on the Reconnalganaes
in Fqiéewmission.  Ths two batﬁaliona which had crosased the river
) wé?e_iﬁ,a very prééarious sltuation as wers the troops holding
-'the;Dfiniuﬁor l1ine on the inland flank. Tals inland flank was
'.célled the BAIDY FORCE and conalsted of the 112th Cavalry and
certaln battallons of the 127th Infantry of -the 32nd Division.
" Thé fofée‘from'the beach inland to the Baldy Porce was called

~ the ALEX FORCE. The boundary between these forces as the AFUA~

-ANAMO'TRACK. The break~£hrough by the Jeps and the withdrawal

of the cénter Batt@lion,gnecessitated & hasty wlthdrewl by the
.BALDY FORCE, to prevent being cut off. The sibuation was rather
fpbécure oh_July.ll-lz but 1t was known that large numbers of Japas

- were on the West of the Driniumor.

In view of the situation, on the night of 11 July, the plan
for the amphibilous landing by the 124ta Combat Team waag Lennorur-
ily suspended with the CT remzining oa the alsrt for any asalan-

2 &l

ed mission, It shortly became cbvicus that the Trinlumor ¢

RPPR S
VY4 SN h b

Force line must bs rsestablished and accordingly bthe 18ith Combab



‘”f‘Team, less an Bn..124th Infantry (in Gorp Reserve) and’ Co ahno

}ofiof the lOGth Eng ineers, was ordered forward to assembly areas

?;just ahort of Anamo, to attack the morning of 43 July. Upon re~‘
-?‘ceiot of the order to occupy posltions to support the attack,
'Qithe Battalion was loaded and movomept forwerd bngun undor the Bn.
\.oxecutive, Major JOSBR& J HILL, leaving Tadji Plantation at 1350.'
| The NIGIA RIVER was not fordablo and ‘the 1ight poatoon bridge
:would not accomodate morse . than a 5/4 ton vehicle. Col. Jonos,:
v:after'conferenoe“with General KAISER, the. Task Force Artillery
- officer, joivied the‘ advonoe partles who had ’p‘regedeci by light
irvehicles to the forward area. Neoééééry ordors wera'issoed‘and
 ,parties returned to the column Prior and durihg this time,
;Liaison and_Foruard Obsorvation partiss rejoinéd their rospoctiva
| Ihfantry:battalions; . The advance parbies rejoined ﬁhe bottaliou
“Juat as 1t_reaohod thevBoachmaster; whore it.booamo necegsary to
fshuttlextha firiﬁg battery prime ﬁovers,'guns;'and gli‘hoan vc;
hhiolos forward across the NIGIA by ICTs. The'remaindor of the
| 1battalion, in light vohiolos proceeded forward - to the positlon
’farea. The battallon began to arrlve in the position area on a
" narrvow send spit, just West of the mouth of AKANAI CREEK at 1045.
This was a very narrow spit with the ocean on: the North and
 AKANAI CREEK curving back from its mouth just in fromt of hoh
:.Batﬁery to form the south side of the battallon. The splt waa
sbout 100 yards wide at the widest point and the battallon aren
from front .to rear was less than 400 yerdas. Largevbodiea of
'Japo were_knoﬁh to be‘just south of'oor position with no infantry
in betwsoﬁ.‘ With onlj"about'three hours romaining to fully prs-

pare, occupy, and fortify before dark, fererish haste was made.



It via s well alter dark before the last battery, "A" BetLory
if;arrlvod in the position area. A perimotar vas organized undov;
"3th° dwreot*on of major Hill, usinﬂ the d&t“? on three sides iov

i

pffioluq of firo.

Durlng the afternoon, the Asst 53 and the Horizontnl Con-

E iﬁtrol Oparator had made an exact copy of the Letro Stripped Fir~

f?ing Chert of the 129th Fleld Artillery, which would havs to be
: usod through necessity, wlth only an oar;y ﬂorning registratloo

'.‘to correct 1t for our guns.

By 2000 overlays were completed for the forward observation

o_and liaison partles for the attack the ne\t morning.

At 0155 on the morning of 13 July the Field Order No. 1 of
{tha farsecution Covering Force was received. It stated, in port,
'.tnat Jap forces have brozon through our linea al ong the Driniunor

- River south of ANAMO ‘and. in the vicinity of AFUA.' His patrols had

- . penetrated west for 200@53000 yards. 'The Paroeootibn Covcring

Force wa's ordered to atoaok‘earlyplstulj with the ALEX FORCE
malking 1ts mpin effort in a sodtheasterly direction from‘Anamo,

v to restore original 1ine along the DRINIUMOR RIVER. The BALDY
HTFOnCE was ordered to attack Jap forces on. the right (south) fl%n”

”.drivs west, and reostablish llne along DRINIUTQR RIVER. .

“'ELRS EOUTION ARTILLERY was ordered to support the attack by a
twénty minute preparation Just preceding H Hour. Harrasalng Lires

" were fired'dﬁring‘tho night.by othor“battalions.

‘At 0500 = barge load of 800 rounds of ammnition arrived uf

. the battallon. All ammnition was delivered direct oo the
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‘battalions by bargea and unlosded by both "human chains" and Ly
~tractors. At 0807 the Battalion had registered and preceded to

fire preparation In front of ﬁhé attacking trobps.

At 0850,.Capt. MCCAIN, Ln with Rogt., reported capturs of
Jap plan of attack issued at 1630 on'12 July. One Jap battallion
was to procééd.down ABRANAI CREEK towards the ocean. At aboutb
this same time an unconfirmed report. from another Field/Artlllary
Battallion stated»thatttwo Japa Battalions were moving from the
}south towards'ouf area. The perimeter wés notified of the posa-
" ible attack, while support of infantry advance was conbtinued.
Our Infantry attack céntinued according to plan with intermittent
,}Calla for Artillery support. During the early part of the cam-
- paign, great difflculty waa‘experienced with Jap patrol and rald-
MQiﬁé;parties, cutting wire iines. At 1630 on 13 July a wirs perty
of the battalion was fired on by mortars, between the front lines
and the Sattalion pdsition.’ Pvt JAMES F LTSA, 32500995, Hq. Btry
- was lightly wouﬁded by éhrapnel, in lower back reglon, beconing
- the firét'fecipient of ﬁhe Purple Heart, of which there were Lo
. be a considerable nﬁmbef. BuffalOa were used to lay underwater
1ihes’waigh£adwnth sandbags, and effective communication wns
maintained in thislmanner fpr about a week. The work of Captain
;AFLO$D B COLE?, Battalion Como‘and the communication men of &ha

battalion was outstanding throughout the campalgn.

. * The first round of Artillery fired in actual combat by any
. f;{uhit of the 3lst Division, was fired by this battallon at 0732
ion 13 July, by 2nd Section of "B" Battery. The lanyard woa

' pulled by 8gt DAVID BALLARD, 20423101, the oldest enllsted maxn,



17

f}from point of ssrvice, within ﬂB“ Battery. Tho misslon wea an

flAir Registr;tlon on Baae Point.;

_ Prlor to the Jumpnoff, of the infantry in the attack the
i;battalion fir»d a preparation of approximately 500 rounds and
 ;contlnuou3 aupport wa.3 furnished throubhout the remainder of thu
];day.  Approximabaly 1300 rounds of artillery smrunition waa ex-
-}pendﬂd on tﬁét'déj,’whiéh‘is undoubtedly the heaviest dgy-of
"fire that has; yet been delivered by any battalion of the 8lot
leiviaion. The continuous support in front of the advnncing ”
ffinfantry was highly 1nstrumental in their rao*d and almo3t un-

N 1nterrupted advance.‘ -

The attackin" infantry of ALEX FQ&CE reached the 1nitial
:jobjective in late afternoon of 13 July and preparationa were weds
'rpr night defenase, which included the}firlng in of protective
'”! barrgges;wﬁich‘Was to bécbme a standerd hightiy procedure fof'thé
-ff h6xt four weeks. Throughout the night the battallon fired harrazs-
 L;ing and *nterdicbory fires East along the coast beyoad tha

About noon of 14 July the DRINIUMOR u_VER 1ine was rpaatﬂl
'" 111shed and by night our supported battalions had made confiact
E with unitavontha1r fianks-and prebarations were made for the

'night-and'prétecti§e'barrages shot in by the battallon.

The attack to reestablish the DRINIUMOR line was hlghly
_sﬁccessful deaplte eneny oppositioh. Moat resistancs was ir fhe
nature of sniper fire, but one road block was encounbered on

13 July. %he Japs launched one comnter-atiack which,was Dol



. up bynintensenart*llery concentrations and the attack preceded,.]

’;faThe Japs used automatio weapons, mortars and 75mm guns.“ A g_*fiff

e ; P BRI
“dooument that waa taken from a dead Jap, who was apparently the e

QT;CO of the 237th Infantry, gave the complete plan or Jap attack.}-

;:Onrﬁriday; 14 July, the battalion received a ?Citation for
g the Operation of:'i"the lSth July 1944._ It was .from ‘the Command- B
ing General of ‘the’ PERSECUTION covmme FORCE, and ia quoted

'f%here: "Gongratulate your ontire foroe upon their eucceee of 13

;MThe enemy still requires complete liquidation. Your dem-.;
: resolute epirit and determination give me greateet |
idenoe in your ability.? The Commanding General of the'f}{-

;Force Artillery'alao added the following _“By your aoouracy,,
akill, and courage you have proved your metal, and I am proud to

have - the privilege ofchnveying to your offioers and men the -

oroe‘Commander's essage "
- Fire -the ‘49th J .A. killed a oounted total of 25 Jape jﬂ
ne'ooncentration 1n front of BELL'e \let Bn, 124th Inf) pos-

i LT
tion during the afternoon. The battalion eent out patrols to

theieouth.ofuits position.
inued organizationvin*progress by all.units.. 'f.;mﬁ7 5j~

The front wae rather quiet with con~_

p iod.extending from 15 July to 30 July days :
Many momente of exoitement were experienced :

andwmany hnndreds of Jape killed. Continuous improvement was
Jox

;made'in lines along the DRINIUMQR, until large bunkers were fin-
The battalion dieplaoed about 500 yards to'

fffally constructed.”
f’the rear when high tides threatened to wash the eandSpit away.



The displacement was made possible by the arsa to our immediate

rear’being cleared by movementlof the ngth Field Artillery. Oar?
initial area had bcen improved but this displacement allowed theiﬁ
construction of an excellent poeition., Gareful layout of the‘cfjr
battalion defense, under the supervision of the Bn Exec., MaJor't.
Hill, baeed on lessons learned in the first position provided

for the best defensive perimeter.f This period was characterized'
bchontinuous and agressive patrolling'by all elements. Frequentc-
calls came in for artillery support both day and night. Infil— o

tration into the infantry positions was the rule rather'than the”t

exception. On one occasion the Japs attacked the Driniamor ffj'b
River line in a column of fours, but were halted with consider-:

‘able 1oss by timelyfire from thie battslion._ Many remunerative -
argets were fired on by all forward observers and liaieon offic»i
ers. Lt. Michelson, "C" Forward Observer, on one occasion locatn

edfa group of dug—in Japs to his rear and adjusted and fired a

heavy ccncentration on them which.resulted in the neutralization_
and_subsequent capture of a Jap 70mm gun Artillery Observers
u‘this battalion were ;articularly active in patrolling with
the;Infantry.A At the entrance of the Battalion into combat tne
total Jap casulties to date were 1366 Killed in Action and 41
Prisoners of War._ Colonel EDWKRD STARR 00 of 124th Infantry
took command on 14 July of the forces formerly known as the ﬂ,-
ALEX FORGE. Thié Force now came to be known as the TED FORCE.
Both the TED FORGE and the BALDY FORCE were the recepients ox
Ffrequent attacks by the Japs both in the nature of harrassment
and full scale attack.. The South flank (BALDY) was particularlj'

exposed and subject to constant and heavy attacks.: Artillery
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) positions were constantly in danger of 1nfiltration ‘and several '
,Japs were killed in the viciniLy of the artillary positions,»   
bearing demoliti:m charges..._. At the end of thi‘s period, 31 Jﬁly .'
: Jap Casualties ;lncluding prisoners » totaled 4756 of which a .
large percentage fell t'.o the TED FORCES supported by this ba.--l»
ttalion. s . , , R

T -‘-~"'Follow1ng the: firat_-day of'.the‘a*'tavk, \?hen approximately

1 July to 50‘3111&': A great number of

"'-l'ﬁarraﬁsmen‘a and an targeta of'

\)

;'along.thsTDRINTUMGR RLVER.T For the

-_period ending 3.‘7 ial;r,‘_targe S ‘wex* noﬁ numereus but heavy f‘ire'

jfor ef‘fect wa‘” Gl e&'wfo:;v & totaa‘ of aboat "00 rcunds, w‘xicn in-

"cluded ccma,le e ' "t" alizauion 0 mb.enihe gun fire ;. 8 body o:f

_.enemy trcc\ps an& eriemy mortar \ fir S ‘?iri,ng conﬁinuad rather -

‘_:_light for 'cnes nex*‘ seﬁeral days which was a period» of in% ensivef"

and extensi.Ve 'infantry rpatroll.:.;:g. | "‘he peﬁiod enulng 20 July |

;_t’;"‘w.as one:"‘ Eeati‘firing 'ctivity.; Heavy harrassing and interdic-

-.'_:"-“;_t‘.*bory ﬁres :é.'erb 1.aid, down‘:_t-in areas 1n wnich enemy troop were mown




o 27 July,tJaps attempting to cross'the‘river were on the receiv—J

ing.end ‘f:heavy artillery fire from this battalion and the attac?ﬂ'

Y was nuccessfully epulsed.: 450 rounds total was elso expended 1n t

heavy harraesingtmiaeions on this same night.: The follawing day

and‘nights?thr°u8h the night of 50 Jul_{were characterized byjin-'tb

- tensivzﬁpatrol:and very 1ittle Jap activity in our sector

?tincipaimtirftﬁ\ere those of herrassmeit.

‘On 30 uly;the;battalion received an Oral Field Order from

the CommandinguGeneral Persecution Covering Force Artillery,.to
the effectfthat elements of Jap 257thoand 239th Infantry Regimente
: : N ,\_. s L R
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;?Driniunor-line wae to;oebimmediatelf occuniOd bv”other‘trOOpc
%iupon thejump-off of the TED FORCE.a For the attack the TED FORLE:-
ﬁwaa compoqed of all three battaliona ‘of the lgith Infantry plus.‘~
}?an battalion of the 169th Infantry of the 43rd Diviaion. Thld
ibattalion qu commanded by Magor Lewis end was hereafter to bc 5:
veknown as the LEWIS FORCE.. lst Battalion 124th Infantry wag :
Ecalled the BUTCH FORCE, 2nd Battalion the FOVLER FURCE and-the:
4f5rd battalion the PAPPY FORCE after bheir commander who vias f"'
:known 8s "POOP-DECK PAPPY" . This was Lt. Col. Williams, who‘
Zwill long be remembered as one of the mosk colorful Ligures of
the ﬁxape campaign. His battalion was featured in the YANK mabur
iazine with the story "PAPPY'° BOYS AT TADJL."™ The 149th Pield _
fArtillery Battalion, reinforced by one Liaison Section from the '
f129th Fleld Artillery, ‘was placed in d rect support of the TED
»AFORCES from its position at AKAHAI CREEK and ordered to prepare -
;'to displace forward east of CHAKILA when directed.

o Capt WILLIAM B SNEARINGEN and party were to accompany the, |
‘:ITED FORCE headquarters as 1lalson; Capt WILLIAM H FREELAND with
zI;BUTCH' Capt G ORGE H CRIEL with PArPY' Cant FRANCI» S McuAlW with
';UIEWIS. The FOWLER liaison was furnished by the attached sectlon.
gi;Each of these 1iaison officers and ‘sections did an outstandingly

Ifffine job and contributed in 8 1arge measure to the ultimate

l??;succeSQ of the attack. Each liaison officer was ably assisred

'*f.by a forward cbgerver party. With BUICH was Lt. RICHARD L WAGHER ;

Ef‘dwith PAPFY was Lt. WILLIAM H MIChELbON‘ with LEWIS initally was

: LT SAMUEL J NIXID. L% Nield was relieved aboutb the middle cf the

attack to report immediately for Shore Fire Control and was

' ””lreplaced by Lt. RAYMOND J MARLOWE, the Asst. ComO who was forwsrd



‘on a communication mission, and immediately stepped in to fill ,
his vacancy._ Before the end %f the attack these liaison officers '
and”forward observer parties hsd become intergrated into closely
knit teams in every respect.a Two other 1iaison officers mho per~t
ormed their missions in eXceptionally meritorious manner, were =

‘ ;Lt. FRANK J LIRBLIS and Lt. JOHN J KEMP. These two officers as

iaison pilots, flew many hours daily from dawn to after dusk
:w,andsperformed innumerable missions* among them which were con— ?,d
"tant fire missionn, dropping ?f urgently needed small items .
uch as radio batteries, location of units and cooperation in ;ng:
;ﬁ;preparations for dropping supplies and food by C-47 Transports,
i:‘andvthe dropping on two occasions of critically needed blood
A?iplasma in less than thirty minntes after the request was received.

';iOn one day one pilot flew over ten hours. Iendings were made af-.

ffter dark and flights were constantly over the enemy lines--on '

BN Tt ;
Q;one oocasion one of Ehe planes received machine gun hits in'both

_Ewing and fuselage. ° sum it up in brief‘ It is safe to say

i

'i{;that‘without the support of these planes the infantry would have

néfeen without food for better than 75£ Of the time, completely
ig;ithout communications except a scheduled flight Of the division

fﬁcourier, without artillery fire support ‘and without the ability

i f locating itself in the dense jungle. In the words of hundreds
f the doughboys' "The Cub plane and the C 47 are the best demm
}}‘1gnes in the United States Army e Lts Kemp and Zirblis were both

.ffrecommended for the Air Medal It would be very hard to:aingle out

| 3ffany individual for special mention from those that accompanied e

.rfthe infantry in this attack. The performance of every man was Qf

5fgabove reproach and the infantry had only the highest praise for

.zsjia&~ :




. 24

antry battalion commander.u He almost constantly placed him~oi

self with the point of the 1eaoing elements event;houoh these

AN elemente were rotated.; The team work in artillery support be~~lf
? fween Lt Wegner, with the point and Capt. Freeland with the Bn.ﬂ:
. co; . wes very instrumental in the advance of this battalion with—?
f ont eaeaulty from enemy action{after the first day of the attack5A

_Later in the day by day description of this attack, which
' o

o = |
}?was described by General MecARTHUR ae “a feat unparalleled in

-;the history of jungle warfare , more will be said of the work of.k
_fthese various sections and officers, apd especially that of Capt.

.,’

iiFreeland and his sectieuo f- b

e 51 Tuly 1944 S
- oep FORCES erosssé. ‘the DRINIUMCR RIVER at’ oeoo and pro-‘;ll

';ceeded towards NIUMEH C?EEK. - The advanoe was made with three
;battelions abreast, wtth the‘2nd battalion on the beach (left), |
<1st battalion in the]center and Srd battalion on the inland (right)
-;side. 2ngé battalion[of 169th,(LEWIS) orossed ‘the river at 0945,
'iand followed the rigﬁt flanm of PAPPY as a.reaerve battalion and:f;
;éto refuse the right ﬁlank of TED FORCE. Liaison and forward ob—iji
Aﬁfservation parties wers with all battaliona as set out in detall
iiin preceding paragraphs. The advance oontinued with practicallJ"”
'::nil resistance.ﬁ The one exception to thi° was ‘an ambush hit bv

TJBUTCH "A" Company was . advancing on the right of the battalion.f

f;fThe junble was very dense and intermittent rain was falling.



"Threc shots .were heard rrom the 'ooint ard the column halted but"

shortly resumed its advance, passinw three dead Japs, wno were

nresults of the three shots.f chortly thereafter riring avafni

‘was "e'a.rd from the point--this time both BAR and rifle fire. As

ithewmarch was resumed, twelve mcre Japs (thorcughly dead) were Ef{

fpassed in their former bivouac area.» The rain became heavy at it

i his time.t A short while later the battalion hit a Jap/defense

fposition, to which the jungle hidden Japs allowed the point to f
?advance, within five yards. Jap snipers had allowed cur advancef
1 &

lements to pass by them.. At this time tne Japs opened fire

um machine guns. An effort bvhs made to flank the Japé riqht
: o 3 i ! .
but it also met machine gun and sniper fire. First Aid men dld

anfoutstanding effort tc evacuate these point casualties but
'ry first aid man was either killed or wounded.: At this timev

' L. Wagner, the forward observer, began his adjustment which wasf

ﬁmade:under very precarious circumstance due to the remainder ij_

of:the battalion advancing cn the left and the PAPPY FORCE on

d ccmpletely, which allowed the BUTCHF oncn‘

blish a perimeter in.the short time that

»mpletely neutralized by the firc of the pre-
Lanthe BU’I‘CH FORCE, all battalions reached .'

The l49th F.(A. an was directed to remain in position at

fAKANAI CREEK for the day, but to begin preperations for dlaplazo-
?ment forward to the vicinity of CHAKILA on 1 Aurust.~ One battery
;of tne 1815t F.A. (155mm How) wes to be at ached &nd would s~



ect'a position to the direct real of our battql‘Ou. Thig -
::Afwould be a dispacement of aoout tnree miles, putsin ng tie
R |

pd?battalion witnin about 1ooo yards of the moutr of ths DnINIUhOR.

ffFull reconnaisance was made and preparatlons bebun for the dig-

:f?placement by the Bn.CO and Batte;y conmanders and parties. The
w [ .
. \battalion was aleo ordered ta;é&mrv survey forward witn LEWIS,

'“fThis survey was Jungle survey @fyé&e worst sort, ‘but ncverthe—
fless reported by Lt Nield to - be within 600 yards of being con
'Qplete, when the:section had to stop to dig in for the night.

':This survey was performed by Lt. Nield and his forward obaerva-~

'Qtion party as it advanced._;;

'|:.‘ ,is .

1 August 1944

fﬁEarly in the morning, orders were received to displace for»

iward.by battery, furnishinncontinuous fire support to the iufan
yntry, during displaced nt., “3“ Battery displaced first, and we.s
‘€1n position roady to fire at 0930' Hpn Battery at l‘OO- and "g"
'Battery at 1400._."cr" opened at 1330 ab new position.‘ This new
‘position was in tne vicinity of the village of CHAKILA and was

:*much larger in sizeithan the former positions. A creek flowed
;on the eouth flank of the forward battery which was j mon Battery;
}?turninv soutn and then westzagain,\and then north and tnen wesk
fﬁagain just at the jurction of Hq end "A" Battery.;‘a sketcn of
wzéthe area.is attached as an annex but the position may best be

'fﬁdescribed here by saying that the batteries in order from front
f?to rear were “C" "B‘l "A“ HQ, and Med Det,iwith elements of

v;fService battery. The north was bounded by the sea dnd tne south
“uf;by a stream forminﬂ a large horseshoe with the flatten ti ps at

:?Q"C"and hq,Batteries. The distance from tnc center o* the
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battalion to the stream at tie deepgst polnt of the horseshoe

was & little over 100 yards and the ground was vér& rough,

gullied and Eblling. The far side of the creek was degse Jungle.
- The 1nterior-bf the horseshoe was aleared for artillery fields
of fire by dark of this date. | |

Infantry activity during the day was minor and no calls
were received for fire suppdrt. "3Y Battery of 18lst field
VArtillery'BnQ was attached to us ;na.occupied position to oﬁr
| direct rear. Night’protective concentrations Qeresshot in, and
->thé’abové éttached battery checkedliﬁ on our selected Base Point,

and Check Points. No other activity this date.

| 2 AUGUST 1944
All quiet during the night from the infantry étandpoint;
The 149£h'F.A, fired heavy coﬁnter battery fire begimning short-
1y after midnight on a Divislon Artillery located target. At
about 1100 the battalion fired‘he#vy concentratlions on enemy
positlions for one hour and & half. Thié fire also was in the
nature of a "softening-up" for the attack south and southeast tne
next day. Afﬁotal of 651 rounds were fired with air observation
- with exéelleﬁt coverage of fthe farget areé. The survey section
undervit. HOWARD N MOSELEY, continued survey to tle our positions
iﬁto Corp Survey. At this time 1% would be well to menti&n the
outstanding work‘done by-m&; Moseley and his section,.All survey
in this operation,wasfof:neccessitY‘ﬁn&er most difficult con-
ditions. The Task Force Artililery called upon this section for
much extra survey, all of which was ecarried out with dispatch

and accuracy.
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: ffAt 1110 Lt Col Jones returned from T D rORC wlth olane ;
*nffor the 1nf9qtrj to attacm south and then southrest to envelop |
nﬁithe enemy, cutting off hils supply linee and to’ close nim in a
'_i;pincer move between the BAIDY FORCE and the TED FORCE with ‘the’
ﬁlapex of tho forcee beinﬂ approkinately at AFUA.: This was to prov
?fin the week that fol1ows to be one of the most difficult attacnd
‘i?in:bhe history of Junole warfare.i Such an attack meant cutting
Voft from all supplies other than by air, no communrcat*on other
;than by . relay through artillery radlo nete, no evacuation for
.;ﬁdayS,zﬂus the usual harclships éf 31°°P1°35 nights, cold wet cloth-
'»éing ‘and’ resistance of the jungle, all of this not to ment*on the
_chonstant resistance of the Jap, who apaarentlv 1s in his natural

-:ﬁ',.',hab.ttat m the jungle.

b
! t

E The attached battery of 155mm How, was registered on a 1org
erange checx point inlthe afternoon, by the liaieon plan» of this
*.battalion.r Work was!continued throughout the day by every avall-
Qable man, to clear fields of fire and lower the maek range to the
;south. This was a.ery~difficu1t tash due to tle previously ment-
iioned thickness of tt e jungle on our 1mmediate south flank.

e | '3 AUGUST 1944 L
3 Thia day proved to be one of the most eventful in the niqfo
ggof the battalion’s m) ssion at AITAPE | At 0100 a small forse of
ﬁ;Japs, approximately or 8 penet"ated our perimeter. They man-
3faged to cross the stresam in the deepest po nt of the horeoehoe
: under cover of intermittent rain and the noise of fi”;ﬂ” by thsz
:;battaliOn, As before mentioned, ‘the rreing slope from the Jtremn

fto the batteries was very gullied and r;dged.- The-Japs apparanily



_vided;int about four groups of two or three each headed to-“5 

1 J’ RUOTOLo,"alssalgs were killed 1nstant1y,-

: »SI-

everalzmen were injured and heir*names are 1isted with the

"{also 1n facezoffﬂhé"‘

At the aid station, Capt. JOHN L WHITAKER Battalikn Surgeon;

. 4 o
two volunteers_ Tec 3 RALPH E BAKERINK and Tec 5 SFEWART MCWILLIAMS

left immsdiately to giveaid to Lt Powers and unknown others that
might be injured., Aft

reating Lt. Powers and other 1njured,



1ﬁ"of which containe

thesennn of the Medical Detachment searched the area for cthvv

;that mivht be hurt durlng th g entire time Japs were known to'
5 _

Vbe in the erea and the order hadwbeen given to take covera For

tneir meritorious servioe, with xt regard to peraonal safety,

Capt WHITAKER Tec BAKEPINK,}”n Tec 5 McWILLIAMS_ Were awarded”

f‘the Bronze Star Medal.‘

sevaral were thought to be wounded. At about 0300 another attempt;

. [|
to reach to set-offanotter demolition charge.f?

des loodnand seyeral demolition charges were }
A e o

found nearby the nex% mornifg At about 0500 another Jaw;was eeen{

thought to be wounde

Siy

i

t:,

esoaping from the arda.;:g‘mmall‘patrol was. sent out sout;iof the f
creek the next morning, for about 500 yards.' Thia patrolisaw

two Japs, killed one

,of them and the other escapea' Two paoks
' were found which'eoni';: ' s : St

:demolition charges. Blood and evidence

. K En '
wounded was also found. At 1600 that afternoon an infantry patroll

I

killed another”Jap and.located other equipment. S

out according to plan at 09 :

repo t reoeivedifas that WILLIAMS'was opposed by two companies
of Japs, LEWIS by on‘ﬁ;

;.Resistanoe waa overoome and the advance‘
: " o
continued., The only form of dommunications was through the

Artillery Cub Plane and it was kept busy constantly. At 1700
the air observer, Lt. MARK_F EVERETT, *Ocatod a Jap mountain gunw

but the plane was oalled out of the area due to a bombing strike



I ;

Iips had moved lt by the next ﬂorning.»_;r“

erimeter, c1earing fields of fire and levelinw with’bulluozers

Heavy 1og dugouts were built

he gullies as much as pbesible

i
e‘was strung.‘ Arrangements mero
v

‘f;flares on call as well as HE in

t was discovere

o? thlﬁ}date that the forces opposin~ ThD

Identificat*on was extremely hard as

.nexcellent condi ton.
g off most of their dead 1n accOrdanco with
Lping identification ’rom those they were

P8

,:bdearkness the precedin5 evéning. It had
Lo

he ;Jaj s durins the nisht and ‘the. Pl"‘ne mas una ole

itremely persistent an,t

.\\..,_ . 1 ~r

hand pack over long diatances rhe 7Qmm

al ;gun.ammunitionmith individual men carrying one rcun‘

7before fireicould be adjusteﬂ on thv gun. when the plane wnu‘.e

‘ rable uO return; oAtae areait w'sttoo dark to see txe gun and tho

iork?durin“_the'day.was 1ar elj devoted to tightepinb therﬁ-

wWerd robably Imperia Japaﬁeae Mérines, averaging about six feet

1abored out“; 

of rea on_‘oadbtain A Very small amount of ineffective art’lle“v.

hey;fired on us at no time with more ‘than one gun and a ma\umxaug

n ne rounds at one time.; Their mortars were effective, however*

- }.).,-',

anervative estimate of enemy canuai—

*in in en effcrt to relooate the mountai n
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and they are proficient in the use of their very light machine

gun.

Bobween 0B20 and 0830 the battalion fired the heaylest ben
minute preparstion in its history._b593'round3'w§ré fired in
‘front of the zone of advance of the TED FORCES with telling re-
sults. At 1150 two miasioné were fired on enemy infantry and
two moreat 1345 on & large enemy aséembly'area. Infantry con-
$inued tb.advanceduring the day and there wers no further requests

for fires until defensive fires were marked ot the end of the day.

At the end of this perlod TED FORCES had captured and deé-
troyed four redios and genorators; 20 LIGH and.ls knee ﬁortérs.~
At the end of the period, definite identification of four units
with which we were in contact had been identified, two of which

were regiments, and another 18th Army Hq Troops.

A concenﬁration was fired on a Jap Bivouad ef 1800. At 2100
sentinals on the perimeter reported seeing three or more Japs
approaching the perimeter f rom the Jjungle to the souéh. They were
fired on, end flares were putb up.but they got away. The perimeter
continued fire spasmodically throughout the night en Japs that
could be heard in the edge of the woods,

5 AUGUST 1944
| During the night harrassingbfires were lald down on enemy
poéitions. At 0830 a patrol of our_ﬁat;élion accidentally tripped
& bocby trap on the south perimeter of.the battallon. Those in-
J@réd-were Cpl RAY H WEST, 37115461, whoreceived severe head and

brain injury which resulted in his death. Also injured was




iStanding Ordegs

'"’éettalion Commen

lILLIAMS met et
an stimeted 104 Jap
hroegh Jap bivouac
ILLIAMS was onpoeed

rd obeirver party f"om available men andf' i
pib -

-l

,questeéifire on a dug in Jap MG which wai~

5 The'gun ﬁas nﬁutralized and the advance

for our Local Defense were disseminated by

ier to standardize nr=vious methods and in-*

iff opposltion all day.» TED FORGES killed

3 this date.n The entire advance had been fwt

areas estimated to be more thed two battalion

by an estimated two companies]when he stopped ‘

foruthe night., The

4

terrain was very difficult Jungle was dense

fand‘peths had to be hacked out by machetes, no traila existed at



. Fall;feﬁd?thenoﬁﬁosiﬁlon{ﬁeeoaeecrlbed aEsttickyﬁfby‘TED;igeﬁ

e 6 AUGUST 1944
o Plane made early contact w1th.each of the forccs 1n regerd
';to aupply mesoages and arrangements were mpde for drOps of need-
{ﬂed food and equipmcnt.; Supplies had become an urgent problem by -
;f-thia day of aavance._ Veyy little could be carried while advano—'
'ling through the heavy Ju gle, and recovery of supplies dropped in
~iin only slightly cleared;dropping gpots were extremely oifficult,
1;often imnosuible. Dvacuation of caaualties was already a problem

|

'feand on this date it was to become a.much more severe one¢g,j,f 
= .-‘n ';v".'-".‘f"‘ ‘ ’ RS

At 0950, Lt. Michelson, with WILLIAMS FORGE, called for fire
l on an enemy infantry,;which hud come up on their perimetor dur—l
o!{ing the night.. By tﬁe neutraliuation, effect of £ well placed
;.liartillery flre, the battalién ‘was eble to continue itq advanre.»'
‘lAtlﬁés a safety linp was agreed upon and ordnred materalized on-
3jthe mep, by Lt Col.tTAYLOR Divarty S-S. This line was to control
i'artillery flre betweon the forces of TED. and BAﬁDY as they came .
i;eto"ether._ Nothlng w&s to be fired East of this 1ine without =

',c]earance from the 149th or adauetment bJ its observer. f'f_?ii
At lluO urgent reques+ for heavily guarced native train W&d

_rooeived from Col.St=rr, Co of TBD FORCDS._ The work of these
JJnative trains in the AITArE operation e3pecially in evacuation

'ffof caanelties cen not he praised to highly.' This request was'uz

eaforwardedto higher headquarters. At 1100 fire waaagain delivered.
for BUTCH onvenemy eetimated to number 75, The Japs were driven

off to the SW after suffering casualties,'



”*71east 25 to 50 Japsﬁnad been killed and two mountain guna knock'

At'1750 the Forward Observer of BUTCH’oalled for;fire
an ﬁomy aupply route and by-plsa which he had 1ocated with‘a_
Point Patrol.; This was Lt.vWagner, who has been mentioned be-
?;fore.i A coneehﬂfﬁﬁion was rired on this area and reqnest made;::
}}?to Division Artillery for_authofity to interdict it_during the;éfi
*5f¢'§€.f‘nisht-.-, Lok En L e

’ Mas'obtained and concentrations N
{were fired %wioo before midnibht and once afters-o;;_ww

i A\". : :{

Authorityyfor in%ordictiu!

. . ,.\

7 Aﬁensm”1944

f}Jap sﬁpply Was 1nterdi ted aa ment*oned on day bafore.g

fﬂo700 the Forward ObserVGr with WILIIAMS raquested fire on enemy_f?n

i
:vbivouac nnd 313 roun s were fired._ This timely and effectiVe

f fartillery fire did.mtch to allow this battalion to continue the .
aghiﬁﬁﬁkffﬁffh%“fab%_%“ ﬁﬁhﬁfmight,hhveAbeéﬁ;éérloﬁﬁfsitﬁatioh |

Phe 3 Nips hid moved u on ‘the WILLIAMS ‘perimetor during the' night

jfand the situahion wa‘ oritioal at daybreak. At ovss concentration

Hffagain piacea ‘on onemy supply by-pass route.ifAt 0810 another 152

,j;rounds were fiﬁeﬁ on this same target, which was oA_the route of
ﬁjfadvance of BU?CHo.f‘B BUTCH proceeded 1t was dlac‘ ered £at ok

'fffed out., The trail hﬁd been Ehoroughly shot up and_the counte

'H];dead were only those on the trail as Mo effortzwa‘ madezto

o»ffsearoh %he entire area eOVered by bhe flree
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t- At 1150 LUNIS requeeted f re on enemy machine guns which o
G}were immediately neutralized. At 1250 8 concentration was fired
f;on enemj infantry.'_: AR 3;( L = .
The only form of communications continued to be throuoh the

?: Cub plane and the planes maintained a constant patrol ovcr the '

iﬁTED FO&LES. Essential small items were dropped during the day.

i ;' '1 . . . /

LEWIS had rouch going all day,long, both due to terrain and':
»lenemy action. This battalion killed at least 120 Japs on this |
_ daae, plus an uneetimated nuﬁbur deetroyed by artillery fire.:thfu
fiBUTCH killed at least 25 in ora Fmall area during his advance S

_of this date. é -

in the early afternoon LEWIS had a premature burst of an*7-"

l

_ Blmm Nortar and casualties and killed were heavy. Thie force ,
l{rwae still far from AFUA and the situation was critical.. |

i

_ addition to the Walking wounded, there were 18 litter casee--‘
- three very serioua.f At 1745 an urgent requeet for 10 units of ;f”
f'blood plasma was received by - the plane, which was over the force?
eat that time. The p]ane immediately radiced the battalion and
fplasma was wrapped fcr aropping and sent forward to the Gub strip.
- The plane’ received tﬂe plasma and completed the drcp in 35 -
.minutes from the time of the first call, undoubtedly assisting fg‘

in the saving of a nimber of lives. - pﬁff _;ﬂg;f‘jﬁi

TED FORCES were ordered to remain on the East of the f[fl'“

: DRINIUHOR RIVER until LEWIS could close with it. Patrols were

gent to contact LEWIS and additional litter bearers were also fff

alspatched. It was impoesible, however to evacuate any cf theae




S L g
"_casualtieelonrthis“¢§téQ T '

From the l49th Field Artillery, the following were wounded

on thisdayr Ly
';vﬁcapt. FRANCIS § McCAIN _f'o-462865 S LWk,
. Pfc . AUSTELL E REID ., . 34402130 - S.W.A. -
Pfc  CHARLES E SPIVEY & 36534775 SuW.A. '
Pfc  JAMES F McDONALD { 36538811 - L.W.A.
_ Pvt, EDWARD JioUIMETrE | 20428555 S..A. 3

va. Ouimette lateu

’fothers were evaeuhted a'd losd to

e
" ul.‘_‘ l.';‘
: ;;r . ‘g.z

8 AUGUoT 1944 R - |
All battalions of TED FORC$S continued march West and South—

i

died as é result of his wounds and 811l
1 B .
l

the battalion.

.f;Weat towards AFUA to complete the closure on the Japs. During the
'f entire sweeping envelopment of the TED, the BALDY FORCE had ‘also
{%been taking a heavy toll of the Japs thab were being pinched in
ffﬁbetween Ehe two forces.n Thg general picture seemed to be that
:ufhe Nips ware fallﬁng back in front of ‘TED and at the ‘same time
vigorously attacking‘BALDY in an effort. to break out of the trap.
7fUndoubtedly aome Japs fled into the’ veyy rugged and unexplored
{flmountains on the South flank. Disease was reported to be taking
figa heavy toll by this time, by a prisoner taken by TED and BAIDY.
if;'Many prisoners expressed awe at the amount and accuracy of the

’;ffartillery fire that thev constantly received, and -one officer

Zm¥¢1W85 said to,haye asked to Bee the automatic artillery._

During the morning our patrol combed an aresa 75 yards south

ﬁ”i_of our poeition" Sﬁveral Jap gas masks were found~-one of whivh
P

wa.s apparently booby~trapped. . A

o ~¢At 1230 one;conoentration_was fired for LEWIS:Which killed



o a:total of 10 Japs counted dead on the tratl. An unde bermined o

;jfnnmber were killed and wounded off the trail.and evidence exist-if

l

'ffed of a number having been wounded on the trail. By night fall X
“all of the bettaliona except LEWIS ‘had. begun £0 close in on the
ijRiNIUhOR RIVER LEWIS wag still 1n vicinity of NIEUMAN CREEK._"

i ' Thp [

' *:At about 0145 this horning at 1eaet two rounds of artillery

ifire of BALDY FORCE ARTI LEhY fell very close to BUTGH. Division

A
”Artillery wae notified and asedrance was given that no more fire ;

;dwould be placed 1n this area. “bowever, at 0730 BALDY FORCE |
:iARTILLERY fired a concentratlon oﬁ battery five volleys on thie

ﬁ;eeme area, resulting in death for eix cf BUTCH'S men and 15 to .

:i20nounded.- Full report of the occurrence was made to higher
L I

'1'headquartere at once-by all concerned._ This fire was placed to
. TRl

;tthe east. of the safety'line'nver protest of the 149th F.A., and |
.ﬂwas the eame concentration thet had fal]en dangerously near .

_ffBUTCH the preéeding'night. L
ﬁ;When thie artillery‘fire began'to fall, all of the men were

‘fout of their eleeping trenohes and thickly scattered through the
.fbattalion area.. At tne buret of the flret round, TEC 4 DhLANO G.
‘;5NEAL,_2042§399 end-CAPT. WILLIAM H FREELAND, O~326945, both ran
d'ror'the Liaieonnredio, Tec 4 Neal reached the radio first and
liyimmediately began the call to oease firing. Capt Freeland reach-
ihied the. radio and took up the cortinuation of the call. Both of
o these men went to the radio witn complete dieregard for ‘their own :

'

“personal safety, when everyone else was divlng for a hole or

l

A protection of some kind. Capt Freeland was wounded sererely 1n

”:}:the heel, and has been awerded the Purple Heart._ Both'Capt Freeland



- and e 4 Neal have boen awerded the Silver Star Medal for Y

= Gallantry.;'g' 'l-_ L fl -

5l3 Of the 149th F.h. the followmnn were woundedthis date..« -
CAPT VILLIAM H FREFLAND . 0-326045  L.W.h.

"7'Pfc LARION L HUYCE 1-;;;;' 16148575 S.¥.A. -
Fvt WILLIE T HRVITE ., 0 345e0052-.'-n WoAL

"’;‘ Pfc Huyck later diaf DJ ”esult of the wounds received.

R _ L AUQUQT i944 . : u;f.~ 7lfi7‘_
| All battalions of tLe fiﬂ;FORCES except LEWIS crossed to the
‘ﬁ‘weutt>ank of the DRINIULOY BIVER and conSClldated and patrolled
{fto await the arrival of LFWISoi LEWIS began the extremely a

-‘dirflcult march out ea“ly in the morning but was still ebout

;:-lOOO yards eaet of the river at 1600. The progress wa.s very slow

i:due to many walking W?urded‘and the 19 1itter cases.§ It was 1m- -d
pouaible for LEJIb to reach”’ 'the DRINIUMOR that night,‘but when S
'.word was received tﬁé% ; nortable hosoital wes there, a volunteer
patrol of approximately 40 men brought out the three moet serions—
-Vly wounded during the night, one of who was Pvt Ouimette of the
aelagtn F. AL :e 11‘ﬁ ;'éi' | “ ‘ St
7 No fire was dellvered during the day. Cub planes were in
"dccnstant patrol over LLVIS to tranemit meesages and another drop

of ten units‘of plasna waq made 1n the afternoon.l;f-ii

fiPlene'wereamade to displace to TADJI PLANTATIOH the nekt day

nbe«innino athSSO; Tractors were to be sent forward to ATUA . to;

,brlng out the heavy equipment of the 1nfantry.. flfj. 7:¢;vl:
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o The 152nd Field Artillery' attalion arrived early.to relieve"
<the léch F A Bn. and. displacement to the biVbuao area at TADJI
ﬁas completed beforernon. vcemp}wag establisnedrand_normalvcemp.
duties begung; | RER o o :

l Manj men had skin infection that required constr
ment and tnose that had made the attack of week long oo

‘were in most cases almOSt unable to Walk on, tneir feet..

4...A‘
"-l

_ | ‘ S SUMmeRY » '
» Ab the close of the‘124 h Combat Teams part of the AITAPE
_campaion,‘7606 Japs had been killed or found deed, and Prisoneis
of Wartotaled 95. O;E‘ficie.'l crodit for 2,067 Nips is given to the
fCombat Teqm plus countless otpers killed and wounded by artillery
fand mortar fire and otnere that the Japs druv off after they
were k111ed or wounded.; Cooies of the comendatione of General
hacnﬂThUR General KRUEGﬁI General HALL and others are attached.
The highest praise thau the l49th Fiela Qrtillery Baftalion re-
; ceived and tne one that the battalion aypreciated the most, were

1

the statements of th doughboys and inlantry officere,'who eeid

“_that we hed given them everJ pOSSible measure oi support and that

_tne battalion was thev"finest artillery in nhe U S Army. len of
x'athe battalion could mot help but feel a great p ide1nhen sick and

. wounded men in the thpital would call you over to thelr cot and

“.aok il you wero-a member of the 149th thn told that you

‘i were, thoy vould sdy,“I just want. toshakc your hand. Every

,'member-of une 124th Gomoat Team was proud of a job well dons

From 10 nugust until ex barketio@}for'HOHOTAI~operetion on’



time was spent in fixing ﬁp‘an ares,rest, owimuming,
repair and replocament of equlipment and mazin~ of plcns for the
future oneration. . General P;ﬁbOnS viglted t“e'Comodb Toam and
puald us comvl_“ nts and'dglivereé‘cqngratulatory remarks cf
others. |

During the resct per}éd an iﬁgensiva progream of shcll neck-
iace and bracelet mak;ngéwas béguﬁ by a lsrge percenbegsd of the 

i .
!

batialion o

The bastalion lost two mofe‘Captains during this poriod:
Cept. WILLIAL B SNEARINGEH, 05&04157, and Capt GEORGE H CuILL,
0~336396., _Capt charingén was cvacuaked for high blood presszurae

and ginus infection, and_Capt;.Crill fcr a bad knee.

Oraers were “cce;veq,and prnnp“&tions oegun for the KORQTALI
'ooeratlon. liajor JO:bPH J HILL, Bn. Executive Officer wes
anpointed T“qnupo”t uarterrastcr for the Céﬁbat Teém, and short~
ly after beqame T%Mi%or tne entire XTI Corp Headquarbters snd all
f é£taéhed-tr6ops at_AiTAPE'when the job was turned over to the
Combat Teem by Corp.| hagor ﬁill was sbly o gsldted by Sgbt. JOHH
‘A SMIT I, ¢701606 and'fpr thelr outstanding work in this oper-

ation they‘were awerged the Bronze Star liedal.

For his leadersilp of the battalion in the AITAPE mission

and'thé Supefb showing‘made,by this brganization, Lt; Col, W.

TUGENE JONES was awarded the Bronze Star Nedal.

In preparation for_the 1i{OROTAI operation, Capts. HAYES,
FOVKES, WELLES, and Lt. MOSELEY made maps of the genersl ares

of the operation as well as maps of Specific areas on the 1lsland.



.eTerr in snudy was madeand a talkgiven to Lhe officers by Capt.w-f

V'Welles, Bn. s-z.; For his meritorious achievement Capt Wolles,';°7

‘ewas awarded the Bronze Star hedal.,.’»e§7f~*;jﬂ‘ﬂ”'

" The batteries of the battalion were transported to mOROTﬁI'

.g]by-LuTslless ‘the uetached personnel which travelled with the_ iw
'1afiﬁfantry.*sPrib" to embaﬁkation for the actual mission a full
‘scale drj?:unﬁas held at’AITAPb. ‘?'lf'ﬁ?:""'“ fe'f'”fej"




HEADQUARTERS US FOKCES
EPO (705

11 August 1944
 MEMORANDUM:

1. I tgke ~rnat olsasvre in tPBHSMlotlng thls messabe frou
the Commanding Genﬁral, Sthh Army._

R  WOHD FOLLOWING HESSAGE HAS JUST BEEW KECEIVED FROM

- GEMARAL MACARTHUR QUOTE PLEASE EXrHESS TO THE OFFICERS AND MEN

OF THE TASK FURCE 1Y ADMIAAYION FOR THE SrLENDID CONDUCT OF THE
CAMPAIGN EAST OF AITAPE PD THE OPERATIONS WERE PLANNED WITH GHEAT
SKTLL CiiA WERE EXSCUTED WITH GHEAT DETEXWINATION AND COURAGE AND
WERE CROWNED WITH GREAT SUCCESS END QUOTE IT GIVES ME GREAT
PLEASUKE TO TRANSMEIT TAIS UESSAGHE AND I WISH TO ADD MY OWN
CONGRATULATIONS FOX A DIFFIGULT JOB WELL DONZ FD SIGHED KRUGER"

, 2, I assure all offlce*s and men that thelr expected fine
golcki fo;mﬁnc,, willlnvness ‘%0 accept o difflcult job and determin-
ation Lo see it hrou*h, have been appreciatnd by me. -

3« This fxoht 1q praliannry to big ger and harder ones to
come. We must all be Pprepared in futvra opsrations to accept
greater losses and privatioqs. The athack rust continue and only
wvbv puan;nﬁ it to the utuost can we abtbaln maximum success.

4, This mkmmrandum will be communilcated to all officers
ard eﬁWLQTed men of th commani at the first onportunity.

i
i

/8/ C. P. Hall
. C.P. HALL :
~Mejor Genoral, U. S. Army
Commanding

~

AMNEX #1



AIR MEDAL

18T LT. JOIN J KSiP . 0-1170447 -

18T LT, FRAYK J ZIRBLIS ; 0=1177706

- s
SILVER STAR MEDAL

1 ,oh .

CAPT. WILLTAM H FREEDAND | - O=~326745

ANNEX g

SAHUEL P DARBY
|

b

>

P !
TEC 4 DELANO G NBEAL - 1 20423309
' BROWZE STAR ‘MEDAL
LT.COL: W RBUGENE JONES 0-242926
CHAT. JOSERY J HILL . - 0-176243
CAPT, - BENJAMIN' P WELLES JR  0-396677
C4PT.  JOHW L VAIITAKER © 0~-113773 -
YEC 3 RALPH E BAKERINK ' & . 37652022
8GP. 0 JOHN & SMITE - ¢ 37106062
PHEC 4  CLAKK A (CONGDON = 32492234
TEC 5  STEWART IJ MeWILLIAMS  364043352.
PVT ©  CHARLES |L NIXON 20423553
| PURPLE HEART
: - M | ¥
CAPT. WILLIAN H FREELAND 0-328745
CAPT. FRANCIS S |McCAIN - 0=-462¢65
20D LT. ROBERT H PCiiRS - 0-1182684
S/5GT GEOKGE SE{TON 20423445
SGT  RICHARD W|KENYOW . 31047896
TEG 4 JACK D HUHF . .. 38087305
CPL . JAMES P LIsA ' 32500995
TEC 5 R. J. HMOCK 34021634
TEC 5 ZUGINE ROSINSON 20423557
. PFC  WILLIE T HAWETT 34530052
" PFC  AUSTELL EREID 34402130 .
F¥C  CHARLES E !SPIVEY 36534775
PVT  PHILIP J BANKS 14202242
PVT

38511710



HE .‘\.D CUALTERD
324 DIVI IUN ARTILLERY

- APO 32

% 17 Aug 44
- .SUBJECT: CONmendatioﬁ.  }t'§‘. P 4,t ,
70 R 'Commanding Oificer, l49th Field Artillery Battalion,

APO 705 it i
W ]. o »
: 1. Cqmmendations and congratulatory messages to the o
».Persecution Covering Force: have- been recelved from Generals

© MacArthur, Krueger and.Hall for its performance in action -

. throughout the campaign Just” closed. To these, General G111,
" in NMemorandun No.-28 dated 12 August 1944, adds hia commsn-
dations. P o i S o . ,

: 2 I wish esnec ally to expresa to you my pride and
commendation for your: part and the part which your officers

‘:;and men nlayad in this action.'

B Tha skil1 accuracy and meticulous attention o duty -
- ‘shown by the officers and men of your batialion was outstanding
" and a eredit to cur Arm. The efficiency, volume and timeliness

~ of the Artillery flres, by breaking up the enemy's attack .

. -formatlons and cauping him severe cacualties, greatly contributed

. b0, the speedy and Buccessful conclusion of the campaign. .

/s/ Robert B Mc Bridc Jr

.~ ROBERT B MC BRIDE JR
Brigadier General USA
Commanding

©ANNEX # 3
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