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:PROLOGUE 

As an introduction to the History of the 149th Field Ai:­

tillery Battalion, the following background data is furnished 

to make the History more complete. 

;..· 

The Battalion was formerly the. 2nd Battalion of tllfa l16~h 

Field Artillery Regiment. Upon induction. ~he Regiment v1as pu.r t 

of the Florida National Guard and one of ·thi; three regimenta oi.' 

the 56th Field Artillery Brigade, the other two being the 114th 

F. A. and the ll7th F. A. T~e BrigadEi was the artillery of the.·, 

3lst Infantry "Dixie Division'• of Flo:rida, Alabama, Missinaippi, 

·and Louisiana. The Division was commanded by Major General Joh::1 

. C •. Persons of BirL'linghsm, Alabama; the 56th Field Artiller·y Bri·~ 

"gade by Brigadier General Sumpter L Lowry of Jacksonville; the 

Regimentby Colonel Homer W Hesterly of 'l'an1pa; and the 2nd Ba­

ttalion by Lieutenant Colonel Emory Baya of Tampa. The Ba-
. . 

ttalion was composed of liq Battery of Bartow,.· 11D11 Battery of 

Lakeland; "E" B~ttery of Plant City; 11P 11 Battery of Winter Ea:v~.m 

and the Regimental Service Battery, which supplied the battalion, 

was from Arca.die.. 

In the late summer of 1940, the world s:ttuation beginning 

·to look cr1M.cal, the Congress authorized the mobilization o!.' 

certain troops, Slllong which us.a the 31st D:!.vislon. The con­

struction of Camp Blanding,, near Stt1.:.rke, Flo1•id.a, ft.nd only a 

short diatonce from .Jacksonville i·ms ba3~'1., t..•.nd the D1.vlsic:.'!i 
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.wan mobilized at home stations on November 25, 1940, and sworn 

.into Federal eta.tus. 01'" course much. ground work.and recruiting 

was done prior to the ac·tua.l date of induction •. 

··' 
. . 

The time betv1een 1nduc·tion and the movement to unfinished 

" Ce.mp Blanding , about the 20th of December, 'Ifill long be remem­

bered b1 one and all. In those days, food prices were low and 

.• the extren1ely liberal allowance of $1.25 per man per day for 
. . . 

·rood alone was enough to reed the troops like kings, .three meals 

a day and still 1'1nd it impoosible to spend the money allowed •. 

"· .. 

The .arrival at rainy, damp Camp Blanding just a.few do.ya 
. . 

before Christmas, was rather a rude jolt for it opened a period 
. . 

o:r seven days ·a week hard work ot leveling, draining, filling,· 

and generally making of a camp ·from a morass. A large percent-·. 

age of the men were al.lowed· to return home. for Christmas, and.··.· 
' another large group fc-r New Year's Day. 

Basic training was soon begun but equipment was painfully 

·la.ck1ng1 especially in view of the abundance of tOday.· Work was 

not too. hard as th~· novelty was still :there,- ·~d .Wedn.esday and 

Sa~urday afternoons wer~ tree,· and home not too far .. away for more 
, . . .. 

. than juat a few. 

ThJ!..first week in ~ch.,· the 'first inductees reached the 

Battalion to .bring 'it ·1lP ·to ~trength and 1mmediate."stepa were 
·.. . . .. . . . . . . 

taken to whip the Battalion into shape for "the Louisiana· ~aneuver.s 
• of twelve weeks duration. Maneuvers came and paased but were 

,• 

· closely followed by others in the Carolinas tor four weeks 
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duration. · · The.se of course we1 .. e · foilcrwed by the Jap sn1:)ak 

'attack on Pearl Harbor,, after onl:r. a· few day-a !'roni the date or . . . . . . 

.·,return from Carolina. A rather ~~atic sequehce took place at 

.... this time. On_ Uonday morning,, December 8, the 5Sth F. A. Brieade 
.. 

· · ~ le!'t for Ta.mpa. 6 Florida., in accorda.n~e with prior plans for a 
. •' .. 

· _: ceremony to dedicate the Tampa .f..rm.o:ry 1 which was to be named 
. ;:!• .. 

Fort Homer Hesterly. The Jap attack of the day before, .alerted 
. ,· . J 

one and s.11 to the .fact that we knew· not what the ne;ct few days 

would hold .for the Division, which was a wail trained outfit. 

: ~he Brigade ar.ri ved in Tampa, in the morning and _the scheduled 

·parade was he~d early in the .·~f~e~noo~. · It was quite a. soniber 

.. crowd that watched the long colunm wind its way through the_. 

·Tampa streets, in a misting rain just E\S the EXTRA paper·s hit 
~. : i . • • - •• 

the streets telling of the U.S. Decla.rs~tion o.f War on Japan. It 

is believed that this was the first War Time para.de of World Wm: 

II, to be held in the United States. · That night, four Battericc 

of the Regiment were alerted as parts of Battalion Combat Teams 

for costal defense. "D" Battery went to Wilmington, N. · c., a.nd 
-

11E" Battery to Chm•leaton, S. c. Little happened of conaequnn\.,~:: 

until the Di~ision was moved to Camp Bowie; Texaa 1 in eurly 

February 1942. Upon arrival there, orders were received to 

Trianglize the Division. · Accordingly, the 2r1d Battalion, ll€t:!1 

F.A .. was redesignated l49th Field Artille1•y Batta.lien, und.cr 

command of Lieutenant Colonel W EUGENE JOUES. The~ complement. 

ot o:ff'ioers was very s.n:a.1.1 at this time, getting as low 1af.I ei1)1.t 

at one period. Moat of theae eight were destined f;;o rar.ie.in wl ·;·;b 

the battalion for several years to come. 



: ~' .; -.. '. . . :-":· . ;· -.~ . ~ : .. . ·~· . . ·. '.; . ~ · ... ·_. . . ' .... 
.: .,· 

... -· ... · 
: . . .. " 

: ~j; 

. . ,.· In the' second ·week of March 19421 the ba.ttalion left for · 
~~~ month at 'Fort Sill, to act as school troops. This one .. ·' · . 

'·.·. •,\ ,. 

In'onth proved to be. ·one ot the ·beat periods of ~tille~y· tra11l.'..: · · 
.· • . I . . 

·in~ .. the battalion everreceived. Annual A.GF Teat \Vere -·held al.tr- · 
~ . •. 

ing the last week before return to Bowie. From Bowie it was .· 
,. . . . . 

:.Loutilana ll.a.Ii.euvers a.gain that summer and thence to Cru:ip ·Shelby, 

Missfesippi. From Camp Sh~lby, six or .the Captains· 1ert/f'oi .. sc.c 

at F6Ft Sill, which they had been unable to attend prior to. this . 
l . .. . . : . 

:\ ..... 
. time-~, '1'he battalion was left with the three field officers s.nd 

. . 

.~ 'la~g~: group ot b~and ~ew Lieutenants. The re~ls.r batter~ .. · 
::oomfuitn11ers returned to take over their batteries in· March~ and 

. . . . . 

AG~ Te1Jt were shortly participated in a.gain. The regular Lou- · 

isianti:-mlineuvers rolled around e.gain, this time' foll01virig the 

·• "D". Seri.ea 1n Mississippi. A.t this time Lt.Col. Jones,· and····· 

Me.Jor'lil.li \vere alerted for oversea transfer but it proved that · 

they ;we~f! not to go, 8...'1.d they retwned to t~ Battalion· after a_ 

leave·m;b.home. From Louisiana. the Division v1errt to Camp Fickett 
.. . . 

for final preparation for overseas movemc·nt o From Camp J:'ickett, ; · 
. . 

trip a were made to very enjoyable and ve1•y cold me.neuvera in . 
.. 

\'lest Vi:i•g:!.nia., as well as to Ce.mp Bradford for Ampbibioua Train:" 
. . 

ing which· included -a landing in _the Solomon I sla.nd.:!,, in Mary lnnd .. 
. . . . . . 

Thanksgiving· we~k was spent at CQl!lp AP Hill, Va, training fot" . . . . 

AGF Test for which t..Yia battalion moved to Camp Butn.e:t-, the first . . 

week of December. On 29 Janue.ry .1944 'the ~a.ttalion left Ca.mp · 

P1clcett for overseas. This &.torY w111 ·.follow in thr~ next pc.ge s JJ 
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. HISTORICAL RECOfiD. · 

l49TH FIELD ARTILLERY BATTALION 

,: -~· .. · ... 

. :··'": -

· .. ~ .,.· .. 

-
The 149th. ],ield Artillery Battalion departeu Camp Pickett, . 

' . . . 

·· Vlrg1nia. by train 0630, 29 January 1$44i ·tor Camp Patrick He~y, 
,Vlrginla for staging for overseas movement •.. · The 114th Field 

· Artillery Batta.lion was also a.board this· train~ The train s.rriv-
t/ 

ed in Camp Patrick Henry, a.t 1335, where it was.met by various 
. ~ . ·: . 

o:t:ficials of the ca.mp, as well as. the camp band. The battalion 

WQ·S marched to its assigned area and given prei1m1nary instruct-
........ "I . ". ...... . . ..... ,·. :'._..... . . .. . .. . ..... ,.-..... • . ,-__, . ." .... ,· . . · .. 

'ioris 'tor its s:tay~. Beginning 30 January end continuing through 
~· '. . . . '-·' . . \ . 

a February 1944-,- a schedule of athletics; hikes, instructions 1Il 
. .. ' . ···: . 

',censorship,. arid amphibious training was carried' out, while final 
' . . 

. innoculations, in~p~cts 'of equipmen:t~ ;a..."ld ckecking of administrat-
. . . . 

ive recorda·· was cooplete,d. ·Physically unfit men .were ~ransferred 

e..."ld ·repls.'oements received· to bring ~he battalion up to full 

_strength •. 

. . . .. . . 

On 9 February the 'lf.1:9th Field Artillery commanded by Lt.Col.·· 
. ' . ' . . . '· . 

· W EUGENE JONES, the ll4th Field Art:11lery .commanded by Lt. Col. 

AIBERT LAKE, and.Companies 11B11 and:"C" of the 106th:E.....,.glneera, 
'' . ~ . . . 

• i 

·commanded by .Ca.pt • .KILLEEM, departed by train for Hampton Roads 
., 

Port of Embarkation •. The morning ot departure wa.s a very fitt-
... . .· 

_ing send-off' :t:or the Southwest.Pacific aa the groundwaa heavily 

covered with· snow, sluoh and mud and a cold rain ws.a intermitt- · ·. 

ently falling. At Norfolk, the troops debarked fro1n the train . . 
. ... 

and tran~f'erred to tha Mohawk Ferry .for the crossing of Nor.folk 



6 

J:jB.y. As.ea.ch m::ln boarded the SS Cape Henlopen, he ren:oved and 
...... 

:. ·:::turned in his 'overcoat. 

• 
·The Henlopen sailed the morning of 10 Februa.r:r at 0900 ~-. 

With Lt~Col.AIBERT LAKE as Conmie.nder of Troops,, Lt. Col. 
. . . , . 

.• ',· 

W EUGENE JONES, as Executive Officer, lf.ajor JOSEPH.J ~ILL, as 
·:, 

• Pro,voat' Uar'shal, and Capts. JOHI~ w BASKIN and JULIAN p MYRICK, 

·a~· joint S-3·1 s. ':_The 149th. ~d t~ c·~mplete complement 6f offic01's 
. .. ' 

.with.· th6 .• exc~pt1on of ·the S-3, Maj or . MILTON E HULL, . who sailed 

' .. with an' advance .group or S-3 1s, Capt WILLIAM H FREELAND, who. 
" 

:·· aailed 'in Janua.r~ a.a ·advance 'representS.t:i.ve or. the battalion, 

,;, Capt.GEORGE _H CRILL, and Lts. JOHN H :KEMP. and FRANK N ZIRBLIS, 

: ':"who sailed on another ship due .to shortage of necessary number 
~ t' . 

·of officers to fiil that ships accommodations, and Lt .. HARl.rAU 
...... 

A ALLEN, who sailed from San Franoisco, s.s Division Ammunition 

·:·Represents.ti ve .. 

The trip was without event for the i'irst week. Organization 

of. ship duties, meas, police and sanitation ?1as established,. and 
I 

' ·" . .. . I . 

a training progrs.m was put into operation • 
. ,· .· 

The;:Henlopen a.rriv:ed at Panan1a., Canal Zone, on 16 F..-..:b1·ue.t>y 
.. 

· and tied up to the docks for flushing of water tanks e.:nrl · repe/i.r 

·of ventilation fan motors. The troops. were debarked upon the 

pier for exer.ciae and the two Colonels made arrangements for ic';; 

cree.m to be delivered to the pier. Thia was to prove to be the 

the last ice cream for many, many months. 

The· passage through the Canal was begun early <111. t~-l.e W')J.".::d.r:;::: 



of 17 February and V."0.3 naturally enjoyed -..;·Y:.."'y much by e.11 C.OQ'i:.r.L 

The Henlopen al"lchored 011 the south end o:r the canal where it re­

mained until 1600.or· 18 February, at which tim~ we sailed for 
' 

the Pacific part of the voyage. :Durine; the entire voyage, until 

Milne Bay, New Guinea, was reached n9 land wa3 sighted at any 

time. The trip was almost without event though there was a 

poss.ibili ty of a definite aubmari.ne_ ~ontaet one night. 1Torpedo 

.. ala.rm sounded but no torpedo was· actually s~en. During the voy­

age cne case of acute appendicitis occurredl which necessitated 

e.n emergency operation at sea. Capt. "JOH...l./. L WHITAKER, Batta.lion 

Surgeon, performed the operation while the ship was und~r way, 

and the pa_tient was well nigh. complete:~y recovered when New 

Guinea waa reached. 

· During the voyage a continuous training schedule of ath-

. letics, Pidgin English, visual signaling, current events and 

specialized section training was engaged in by all concerned .. 

One of the .features of the voyage we.s the evening entertain.;.: .·· ' 

ment probrram. A very .diversified program was arranged with 

competition ror attendance between the Colonels' who held a Binul) 

ga."?le 011 the for\1ard part of the ship, a..."'1.d the S-s Seotion 1 s Bo::::·· 

ing matches on tha aft hil.tch. Frozon Coeo-cola::1 w·Jre among ·t;h~; 

prizes and were the most valued or all. 

F. A .. Battalion waa the f'l:rot bi1t';n.llon c.r the :$lat Dl•ri:.tl.r~:·( i:.-.-~ 



land on New Guinea. Co.mp was established. at Dobodura, and an 
i 

e'z.tens1 ve and 1ntens1 ve program of construe ti on and camp imp- .. 

rovement begun at once. Accliination to the trbpics was begun 

and_ma.ny hours 0£ in:Jtruction given in living in the. jungle, 

malaria· control, jungle diseas!es~ and relations with _the natives. 
I . 

Trips were made to the Battlefield and Cemetery at Buna, and at 

. Gona.. Upon completion· of the construction of the battalion area 
' . . ~ 

it then becamerecessary to construct.the area of the ll6th Field 

Artillery prior to their arrival. 

' 
During the first week of May, intensive training was begun 

.·• i~ preparation foi~ future combat missions. ·Principal° emphasis 

was placed.:on .Ope~ation of the Artille1:-y in Jungle Warfare, with 
. . . \ . 

. intensive study and construction of de.tense perimeters, followed 

· by· night attack and defense problems •. · Demolition schools were 

held. 
·!·· 

During the week of ~May 15-22, the firing batteries engaged 
' . . . 

. . i . . .. : 

in BOT Problems with the appropriate Int:llltry Battalions. Cri-
·- i 

. . . i . . 
tiques were held arid special emphasis placed on the correction 

· of deficiencies. Firing af all small arms for all members of 

the battalion was held during the month•of May. ·Forward Obeerva-
. . . . 

tion schools were scheduled for both the officers of the Battalion 
. . 

. and designated forward· observers of the supported infantry. FroL1 

22·May until 5 June, intensive practice of Battery Proficiency 

Tests was carried out along with continuous preparation for the 

Annual Inspector General's Inspection. These inspections were 

· given theba.ttalion during the week of June 5 to 10~ .i>reparat;ion 

was continued for Battery and Battalion Teets. 
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· ··A feature :of' the training of _the battalion at Dobodura, was 
.... ·, .. ·- . - . ' 

•· .. • .... · ·.· .. · .. ·. . I . . . . . . 
; .. the. construction and operatio~ ot a ltlina.ture Artillery Runge~ 

• r" .' ·-;. ·• :·~. ·• ' :. .' • ' .• • •• ' ' • • • • ' i : • • • • . .. ' • 
< 'A tower was erected for the installation of a '50 Caliber M .. G •..... 
·::: .. _ .·· .... . . . 

.>, ·: which. was to tire . incendiary e.nmiuni ti on on a mine. ture Forward 
'· ,. : . .·- . . ' 

··.:'°:·:Observation Range. Various t~rT1ard !Jbservetion posts were dug 
'. :::·.:· -. - .. ·-. ., - . . l 

·;_--'to· give varied· OT Range's and var'iation in Angle ~. -Impact area 
... · ... 
'·'lVlls. caref'ully constructed to include -.gas. tanks filled w~th gaso-
·,_ .... '. .. - .. • • • .ff 

~.'.11neto burn~ ·power plants, observation post, fields, mountains, 

.: .. w~ter. taDka· ~d· ~ar1o~s other;::terrain obj~~ts •.. Continuous lm-
.· prove1nent of the. :range· and pr~ct1ce of' ne-.v idea~ . was carried 
.• ,-:. \ f . ··". , ........ ~ • . •. · '.·. - .• ,· • . -:~: • - • . • . . . ' .. - -

. ···out ._.until it. was possible to operate the entire battalion in 
• .; • .:" '. - < • • • 

·_:·_·e~ery_~ha;e··.0'£ _oceupationand f1~1ng -except actual expenditure 

:: of Alatiliery; .. s.Dmnrii1 tion. The Battalion Fire Direction Center was 
' ; • ·r 

;. 'iri -~peration ·and. Batter'y ''Executives were uaed to give commands to 

:".-:the. g\ins~ In'addition ~o the excellent training given officers 
. . . ' . l 

,:.: .; •. - •• j •• - . • '. •• • • ; 

···tiring~ .all other sections received training· o'£ a highly interest-· 
. . : . . . 

:·''1ng ·an:d. i~~~~~tive nathre. : Untold benefit was derived by 
. ~:. . - i . 

~ .:.: __ ·~~~--' ..... ~· .. :~ ··":.--· .. ·'.'. ·.- -·. :-.-:.· - - i 
· : communication personnel• ·.All procedures ware ·normal and it was 
: .. ·· . .. :·. .·. . . . ·. . I . .. .· .. . . . . . . . . . . 
,':'only- at the machine gun; that conversion of .105 Howitzer. data was 

:.: ~: .... ' .: ' : . . . . . ; - . 
.. ...i . 

· made to accommodate the' M. G. . .The: .range was conceived by' Lt. Col. 
,; .. · 

. . I 

:Jone~,, Qrid.built._under hi~ p~rson~l sup~rvision.; ..... ·. 
. ... . - . '. .;:·:' . - . . . . . -

. '• ,• 

··- .. ;. . . "• ·. 

large portion o"f .the:: batt~ii~ri was engaged in . truck. cor1struct1on 
' . - .. ) . . . :. ~. - . 

· :,. during ·parts oi May· and ,June •. :· i Provisional Truck Aaaemblf ·· 
: ".;:i:·:, : . . "- - .. - . "· p ' 

J,B~ttalion wa·s ,formed. compo.sed of two b~tteries from· ll4th F. A. 

'.,'~and two b~tte~~e·s· from .the 149~h F •. A. Bn, with attaoruid mechan- . 
. ~' . . _ .. : ... 

:~;ics from the Reconna1etm:c~. Troop "and Ordance Companr, and the 
. .. 

12;~th Infantry Regiment~: This group and the assembly- line was 



.. 

under comm~d:.'.of Major MILTOH E HULL, S-3 of th.:i 149.th F. ""'·· 

.. This personnel was quroatered at the old SOUf'AC HO'fEL with thG 

assigned dutie.s o:f asae:cbling '500, trucks. Three ahif'ta .were 

.•established as :follows: 0700-1600; 1700-2400; 0001-0600. A day 

'and night mess were set up. The night shif't havins to feed .five 

.: meals· in 12 hours. 

,, 
Base Ordance was operating the ·~ssembly line at the time it 

·.' . 

"\Vas taken over by this Provisional Outfit, 'which we called the 

.1149th Prov. Truck Assembly Battalion. After about two weeks, the 

· ll4th F. A. personnel were relieved by ad.di tional men from the 

149th F.A. Bn, in order that the trair.\ing program of~ Ba-

. ttaliona would not be disrupted. During the .four weelcs period, a 
' ' 

total of. 506 trucks were assembled, consisting of DuJ.np, 2.~ ton, 

, l·t to~; 3/4 ton;WGapon Carriers and l/4 ton Command and Reconna1-

sa.nce cars. This total would ha .. .re been greater, but the aaseml;>ly 

line waa rearranged three times, and produ~tion could not go on 

while the rearrangement: was being done. The battall:on v1as 

commer.i.ded for its out~tanding record. 

Du.ring the period 18 June to 24 June the firing batteries 
I 

'.' engaged indi vidttally in Battalion Landing Team exercises w1 th· 

the 12:4th Infantry. Actual full-scale loading and landing op­

erations were made and much training was derived. 

On Thursday, 22: June, the Artillery Army Ground Force Teat-. 

ing Terun of the XI Corps gave the battalion the Battalion AGF 

Teat£:1 #1 & #2.. The battalion was unable to :participate in 'the 

Test ·#3, due to Alert £0-r Combat movement. 
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: ".' :• ~-. ~ .:; .. >: ',:~' ·... 'ii' ..... 
, .:·. . " 

~ .• . . ,, : . . 

From 23 · J'tine to 28 June p1~epal>a.tions · wore mnd~ . for emb~tr1i:.:.. · 
., .- . , . . 

·.· :., .. : ·. 
ation for mo.ve to Aitape Comba'f? Area. Major JOSEPH J HILL, .:; 

":? Battalion Executive acted as. TQla° and did an outstanding job •. 
... 

<'Approximately 50/i of the battalion personnel and all combat car--:· 
....... ·. . . 

. : go.· sailed from Oro Bay on 29 J\llle, aboard the SS Goodhue, and . 

\SS Barnes •. Theae were Liberty ships and were greatly overcrowd­

. ed due· to the belated arr!'ff~8 ~f scheduled LCis. Approximately. 
:· . . . ~. . . . . l 

.• 1200 men were .aboard each ~p. and sleeping, .feeding, and san-

· 1tary facilities were ~ ·~'\~ ·~i•oblem. 

: . ·.· .. 
· ·•· On the night.·of' .4 1u.l7, the L1berty9 .anchored at Ai tape and 

~'.: ;_ ... , .. 
.. . 

·' Task Force Headquarters rep:resenta.tiveu came aboard for General· 

:'HUTCHINSOI~, Task Force. Commander, and Colonel ·STARR1 Commander. 
•.: . ~ ·.. . . . .. 

'. ;;?£·the 124th Regimental .combat Team. c,n:· the morning o! 5 July, 

· . .'commanders of all units and organization;;;s, and their staff rep-
:··.·,:·. 

resentatives went ashore for a conference and orientation at 

XI Corps Headquarters. . 'Orders were issued for. the \.Ulloa.ding ';;>{ 
' . : . :. '. 

·Infa.ntr7 troops with in~ividual equipment ·to reinforce and improve 

the perimeter, but the artillery troops.and all cargo was le.ft . ,. 

aboard the ships. Other than the construction work to be perform­

ed by the in.fantryend ac.heduled preparation of positions by the 

. artillery I the Combat Team was in the .nature of a 11Floa.t1ng .. 

Reserve." 

The remainder of' the battalion, under Majo~· MILTON E HULL, . 
! 

Battalion S-3,·boarded.LCis.a.t Cape Sudest on 3 July and sailed., .. 
.• 

that night to join the battalion. The LCis arrived at Fin-· 

schha.f en on t he morning of 4 July and were beached for the troop a 

to debark for exercise and swimming. Troops were reembarked in .. 

·:the afternoon and.sailed for Aitape to arrive at 1630 on 6 July .• 
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'The 149th Field Artltl.lery Battalion was under Corp Control 

·and. :L'i:aison ·was established with XI· Corp Artillery, At this 

• 
1t~ ltihe Infantry went ·under the control of the ~2nd Division. 

'.Pr:10~ 1to ithe arrival of !the iLCis, arrangements were Jnade ;for 

:~tvouao·ing the battalion !itn the :rear positions o.t' the :120th F.A., 

'.anli1reconnaise.nce for po~~~iona areas and-perimeter of defense 

lin.aRe :by Bn CO and Asst S-~. 

: . 

Troops debarking ·.rrom LOls were marched along the beach to 

'the 120th positii"ona •:wher.e ;kitchens .. were set up and B rations fed. 

Llinimum esseritia.l equipment was unloaded:.t'rom the ships and sur­

~vey begun immediately. On 9 July the remainder of the troops were 

debarked. from the Liberty ships and unloading of equipment and 

cargo begun. 

From captured ·documents.,and statements of prisoners, it 

was anticipated· that 1.the ,iJaps ·would attack the defense perimeter 

Lbetween'l ?July· and io.rJuly,iprobably at the Covering Force 11~e 

c·on~the Driniumor River. ,~A plan was. put;into effect on 8 July 

. l that sent' two Battalions· East· across the Driniumor. ·;One Ba-

1 tte.lion wa.a ·to: ·proceed ,along: the' coast and the otl:j.~r ·:i:m,lanQ. .• 
. . 

· Each .. «):t":·these· battalions was supported by a b~t;~~l:ioncof' :;t'ield 

. Artillery. The 124thiRegimental Combat Team with- naval. and air . . 

support was to embark!,on~ 12.'JUly, and-- make an.amphibious attack 

1..on! the morning 13 Julynat;:.Nyaparake, Uew:Guine~, to seize a 

ht>eachhead and expand'. 'i:t, South and West.-to ... make contac·t with the 

· R~i8bnnaisance in Force. :,l\.11'-eQJ.lpment and supplies along with 

the: "troops were aaaembledtJin: :the Tadji Plantation area dnd final 



J.3 

preps.rations :mude to begin loading· the LG'l1 s and LGMs a.t noon 
. . ~ 

12 July. On the night of 10 Jti.ly, the J<;1.ps s.ttncl<ed tho center 

of the Driniumor line which wus held by the lf..'8th. Infantry o.r the · 

32nd Division. The s.tta.ck was !:lade in cons:i.der~ole force betw:;)on 

the two Batta.lions w:ho had crossed tho Drll'lit.:.n:or on the Hocon-

·. na.isance ln Force mi s::iion. Tre.:iendous artillery support w~:J 

given the river defense line, but the Japa succeeded in penetrnt-
~ 

ing the center of the line, ca.using the Battall.on in the conter• 

.of the line to withdraw. The two battalions on th~ left and 

right of this battalion had cross~~d the ri var on thQ Recorn1aisancd 

in Force mission. The two battalions which had crossed tho riv1?r 
.. 

were_ in a very precarious s1tua.tion as we:>>) the troops holdins 

the Driniumor line on the inland flank. Th.is inlt'l..rid flanlt W9.3 

called the BALDY FCHCE and consisted of the 112th Cavsl~y and 

certain battalions of the 12.7th Inf an.try of ·the 32nd Di vision .. 

The force from the bea.ch inland to the E!aldy Force was called 

the ALEX FOHCE. The boundary between these .fc1"ces a:J the AFUA.-

. ANAMO. TP~~CK. Tho break-through by the Js.pn and the rri.thdl"[.~~wal 
I 

ot the center Batta.lion,: necessitated s. ha.sty withdre.\'11 by t~ia 

BALDY FORCE, to prevent being cut off. The situo.tion was rath0r 

obscure on July 11-12 but 1 t was known that large mnnbers of J'ap~ 

were on the West of the Driniumor. 

In view of the ai tuatio:a, on the nisht of 11. .July, the pl:.;:.n. 

for the ru:nphibioua landing by the 12·1t.h CoJ:1~rn.t 'Iear.?i 1:,r~;.a t(.;;·;_por'i:ff-

ily suspended with the CT remaining 0·11 the a.le:..•t fer' .1ny ~1~} =ii. :r.::..·~ 

Force line must be reestablished and accO:i.""d.3.ngly th~~ ·l2~th C-~r1:·.::ir:d~ 



14 

Team, less · 2nc.1. Bn •. 124th Infantry {in Corp Reserve) and Co "A 11 
•: 

1 . . . 

. . of the 106th Engineer a, was or:dered forward to assembly areas 
: ' 

. just short of ·Ana.mo, to attack the morning of 1.3 July. Upon 1•e-

' ceipt of the order to occupy positions to support the u.ttack, . . ~ 

the Battalion ·was loaded. and movemen:t forward begun under the Bn~ 

Executive, Major JOSE,!JH J HILL, leaving Tadji Plantntion at 1255. 

The NIGIA RIVER ·was not fordable and the lig..lit poatoon bridge · 
. ! 

would.not
1
'.accomodate more than a. 3/4. ton vehicle. Col. Jonos, 

after. conference with Genera~ KAISER, the. Task Force Artillery 

· Officer, joined the advance parties who had pre~eded by light 

vehicles to the forward are~~ Neoesse.ry orders were issued and 

parties returned to the column. Prior and during this time, 

Liaison and For\•1ard Observation partie·s rejoined their respectivi:. 

Infantry battalions. The advance parties rejoined the battalion 

·just as it reached the Beacbznaster, whEire lt became nece:rna.ry to 
.. 

shuttle the f'iri_ng battery prime movers,· guns, and all heavy ve-
hioles forward across the NI GIA by I..CTs.. 'l'he remainc~er of the 

battalion, in lig...~t ve~oles proceeded forward-to the position 
! 

area. The battalion began to arrive in the position area on a 

narrow sand spit, just West of the mouth of AKANAI CREgK ·at; 1G•15. 
. . 

This was a very narrow spit with the ooea.n on the North e.nd 

AKANAI CREEK curving. back .from its mouth just in froDt of ncn 

Battery to form the south side of the battalion. The ap1t yras 

about 100 yards wide at the widest point and the battalion areo . 

.:f'rom front to rea~ was less than 400 yards. Large bodies of 

·Japs were known to be just soutl1 of our position with no infantry 

in between. With only about ·three hours remaining to fully p1:-e­

pare, occupy, and fortify before dark, feverish baste was made. 
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.·.It; was well a1~ter dark before .the.last battery, 111\.. 11 Bt;~ttery 
i 

arrived in the poait~on area. i A perimeter vms organized unde.r 
... 

. the diretl tion of Iilajor Hill, using the water on threo sidos 1'01 .. 

· i'ields of fire. 

During the afternoon, the Asst S-3 e.nd the Horizontal Con­

.· trol Operatol"' had made an exact copy of the net1•0 Stripped Fir-
. / 

·ing Chart of the 129th Field Artille;ry, Vlhioh would have to be 

used through necessity, vd.th only an early :'nOrning registration 

to correct it for our guns. 

By 2000 overlays were completed for the forward observation 

and liaison.parties for the attack the next morning. 

At 0155 on the morning of 13 July the Field Order No., l of 

. the ?ersecution Covering Force was recoived.. It stated, in purt, 

that Ja.p forces ha~-re broken through ou1• lines along the Driniu~10J.:> 

River south 01".l!NAMO.and in the ·vicinity of AFUA. His pa.trolc b.1..i.d. 

penetrated west fol" 2000-3000 yards. The Persecution Covering 

Force wa:s ordered to attack early 13 July with the. ALEX FORCE 

m!ik1ng its main effort in a southeasterly direction trom Anruno, 

to restore original line along the. DRIUIUMOR RIVER. The BALDY 

··.FOE.CE was ordered to attack Jap r·orces on the right (south) flHr1\'.:: 

drive west, and reestabl~sh line along DRINIU.MOR RIVER •. 

rERSECUTION ARTILLERY was ordere~ to support the attack b7 a 

twenty minute preparation just preceding H Hour. Harran3i.ne f.tri:n1 

were .fired d~ring the night by other battalions. 

At 0500 a barge load of 800 rounds of ammunition arrlv~d Rt 

the battalion. All a."lllD.Unition was delivered direct to the 
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battalions by barges nnd unlo!..>:.dod by bot11 11humun cha.it.s" nnd by 

tractors. At 0807 the Battalion had registered and preceded to 

fire prepnratit>n in front oi' the attacking troops. 
I 

At 0850 1 Capt. MCCAIN, Ln with Regt., reported capture of 

Jap plan of attack issued at 1630 on 12 July. One Jap battalion 

was.to proceed down A.KANAI CREEK towards the ocean .. At about 
; 

this same time an uncon.t'irmed report.from another Field ArtlllG17 

Battalion stated that two Japs Battalions .were moving from the 

south towards our area. The perimeter was notified of the posa-

1ble attack, while support of 1.n.t'antry advance was continued. 

Our Inf'antry attack continued according to plan with intermittcnG 

calls .f'or artillery support. During the early part of the co.m­

paign, great difficulty was experienced with Jap patrol and ru:l.d.~· 

1ng parties, cutting wire lines. At 1630 on 13 July a wire p1.n•t;/ 

ot the battalion was fired on by mortars, between tho front lines 

and the battalion position.' Pvt JAMES F L!.SA, 32500995, liq. Bt:r~r 

waa lightly wounded by shrapnel, in lo\ver back re£;1on, becorai.ng 
' 

the f'irs·t recipient of the Purple Heart, of which there were to 

be a considerable number. Buf'falos were used to lay underwnter 

lines weightedwlth sandbags, and effective oonrmunication wns 

maintained in this manner for about a week. The work of Captuiu 

FLOYD E COLEY, Battalion Como and the com..."lUilication men of th.1~ 

battalion was· outstanding throughout the campaign. 

The f'irst round of Artillery f'ired in actual combat by any 

·unit of the 31st Division, was fired by thia battalion a.t 07fj~~ 

on 13 July, by 2nd Section of "B" Battery. The lanyard wo.a 

pulled by Sgt DAVID BALLARD, 20423101, the oldest enlisted ma.:1 7 
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from point ·of service, within 11B'' Batteiry. Tho clsalon waa o.n 
' 

·· . .Air Regiatra tlon on Baae Point •. 
,, 

Prior to the jTu"'Up .. of.f, of the infantry in the a.tt11ck, the 

. ~·battalion fired a preparation of approximately 500 rounds and. 

continuous support wa3 .furnished throughout the remaind.er of tho 

· day. Approximately 1300 rounds of artillery e.mmuni tion ws.3 ex·-
,I 

· pend~d on that day, which ia und.oubt.edly the heaviest day of 

.fire that has,y~t been delivered by any battalion of the 5lst 

Division. The continuous support in .f'ront o.r the advo.ncing 

infantry was highly instrumental in their rapid and almo3t un­

interrupted advance. 

The attacking infantry of ALEX FO;iCE reached the initial 

objective in .late afternoon of 13 July and preparations were 1rn1': 

·.tor night dai'enae, which included the firing in 0£ protective 

ba.r1"ages. which vva..s to become a stande.rd nightly procedure fot• thi:~ 

ne:tt four weeks. Throughout the night the battalion fired h:-:i.rrass-
. ' 

. , ing and .interdic t;ory fi~es East a.long the coast beyond the 

DRINIUMOR. RIVER •. 

About noon cf 14 July the DRINIUMOR RIVER 11nu was ree:st8.b·· 

liahed and by night our supported battalions had ll.'Ade contao·t 

with units ontheir flanks and preparations were ma.de for tht? 

night and protacti~e-barrages shot in by the battalion. 

The att;acli: to reestablish the DRINIUI\IIOR line was hlgl1 .. 1y 

successful despite enemy opposition. :Mo:Jt :resistance W<"H1 ln i~br:. 

nature of sniper fire, but one road block t1m.s encoun.terc.d. on. 

13 July.. The .Taps la.unche<.l one counte:::'-a.ttack ~1hlci·1 ;"lf\3 br·:iJ;:.-;.~-:;, 
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: \~~~E::T~-::,~.-.· · '· -- · .. · · · · -.. ·· 

~x.~;;::;;i'l'ha·: _disp-iaceme.nt was made possible. by the~ ai:.eS. "to our immediate. · 
~::::~.1.:c . . . . . . . : . I . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . ·. . ... 
'.«:(::··rear being cleared ·by movementiof the·l29th Field-Artillery. ·oUr 
~~~'~r:-.:::.,~-\ ;:.-." ·. < .: .. , • •.· ·.1 ••• '·. I ··• .• : ' ' , : .... f .. ·.·', ' .•, ' • • ' • ·.• • ':· ' •. ·· ''• 
\F?:·iriitia.l area had been improved'but this displacement allowed the 
>!~t.·{,~:·.;·..,..~ -'.::- ' . -.' .. . '·\ ... :-· ·.' ·.: :;_ ~ . . ... ' . ~- ·' . .' .. . . . . . . .. . ' . _· ..... · .. · . .· :·\ . . : . : . 
':~;:l\,.':'coriatructiori of an excellent po:s_ition. · Careful .layout of the 

.~f·/·b.attalion ~efen~e, under ~he· s~p~rvi_sio~ of t.he Bn Exec., Major 
:~,'{. . . • . ' . . ; •.. . : • . . t ·• '• .. :· " . . . 

·\\Hill, baaed on· lessons learned.: 1:~ the .:first position provided 
... :.-~ .. :~ -~-.. ' ' '. . . . . . : 

.;:}: .. tor_:·the. best def~nsive perimet~:z:~ · .. ~his period was cht\r,_cter~ze~ 
:;:~/by ·oontinu~u_s alld. agre~aive p~troiiing by all elements. Frequent 

fE.~'~c~:l.is ·c8llle' in ;-f~~ .artillery' s~~po;~ both .da;· and night. Inr11-
·~Y~--~ ... :· .. -. . ~ ~ , ·. '". ··-. _·. · ...... ; ..... ~- , "1:· ·. . . . ·. . .. . . . ·; ... -· .. ·-~ .. -~- .. , .. - - .- ·, ._ .... : . -, .. - . 
;:\:.·.tration into_ .the. infantr;r positions was th~ rule ·rather than the 
}.\'~~- ...... :. . . : ' ' .· ·.. : : . - .. ~ : . . . - - .: ., . ' .. ', ·. . .. . 

,{;::;exception. · On one occasion the Japs attacked the Driniumor 
':!;·}~; \ " . ·"' > .· " :,... . . ' : ,·· ; . -. . . . . . .. ... . ,· 
·'+<River line in· a column. of fours, but were halted with conaider-
:;~f:.~~::~~:·· ... ·,~ <: :" · ... -.. · .. -.. :. >····· ... ··. ~.. : -. '. ·.: . . _- . .. . . . . . 
//,.:,_able. loss by timelyf'ire from this battE-.lion. Many remunerative 
E;~3:;~\~::.~:·_·._;:· .-·. , · -: . ·-: . . "· -. : : ·. : ::,~. - ·:, ·-. ···. ·, . . - .. · · .. .-- · ·: 
://:~;:;:::targets· were fired on by all forward observers and liaison off'ic-
\};~:~~>-<·'.. :~.- .. · . .:: .. :: . .. .. ;_- .· ·.. . . . . ·.... . : · .. ··. .·. .. '. ' . . · .. '.' . . .. . . . -,: ' . 
i:/,:h;;'ers~: Lt. Michelson,· ttct~ Forward Obser·ver, .on one occasion locat-
;,:,~t·:: - .···. ". : " . ·. : 'l ' . . . ;. . 
)f'.'.ed .a ·group Of dug-in, Je.P,S to his rear _anci adjusted and fired a' 
:.· ·~h1'::~.--'.:.;-.;:;\·::····.'. ~- : : _. · .. '· : : . . . .. . . . . ... ·. ) . . ; ·.. . . ~-- . . .. : ; . · .. : .. 

. ;:~:::>hes.VJ" concentration on them.which resulted in the .neutralization /.;,-:\': ;_ •. '• : :.:. . . . . . . ; . . .. · ' i. . . . ·. . . . : ·. . : .... ·· .',, ·. . . . ., 
::).~.''and 'subsequent capture of a Jap ·70mm gun.·· ·Artillery Observers 
./'!::·:.;: .. , .. ,. . . . _>:, ·... ·I . · .. ·. :.·. . . . . . . . . , : ... ·. 

~;;;:'c::>f' ·this battalion ._:were particularly active ln pa.trolling with 
~;1~2~,,:~.).:i·:i-:.·.·~·:· . . : .. · .: .·;·: ..... • ... · -.·.·: ·.\ .... : .. :: .... : .. :.:::: ·-:i· .. '. .. :·· .... ·':.'.·.··,·. ·.: .... ,_·· : . 
;');the. Infantry•· At .t~ ·entrance of the' B·attalion into combat the 
; ,j'. '. . . ; .. 

. ":':\~ t~t~l 'Jap casuities 'to date were lSG6 Killed in Action and 41 
' •. y t • ~ • • • . • • 

.'t?.:::~·~·s.o~e.rs_ -~f· War._:: :Colonel __ EDWARD ST~, .(JO of 124th Infantry 

::<;;,.took command on 14 July_•ot 'the forces ·formerly known as the 
. ·.:::'~.\~ ,: .. .·· _;:< .; .·· ·.· :··~'. . '):· ... · .. :. .. ·.·· .. :: . . .:::'._,> ... . .. : ; . . . . 

;"L: ALEX FORCE. . 'l'h14 Forc~ now came to be known as the. TED FORCE. 
i:~f'~: ' . . . . . . 
.;:;: Both ·the TED FORCE and the BALDY FORCE were· the rec'epients of 
:.·· .. :-'' I • • • • ;, . . ;, ·. • .·' ' 

/··;,frequent' a~tacks by the .J:aps both in 'the nat~~ of barra.ssment; 

" .. L< and full scale. attack. ::The. S~uth >flank (BALDY). was particularly . 

. '~~·/:~)·:~~osed ~~d subject to constant and heavy_ attacks. : . Artillery . ' . 
·. ·: . , .. 
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pos1t:i.o:tia· w~rc{'a01;1sta.ritly ::in ~g~~ of' irifiltratlon :and several 

.. Japa .·~~~~ ~ii{~O.. ~ri·· ... ~h~. :~{c·i~~iy:·. ~r· ~~~"artillery'· po~1 tions, · . 
. . .. .. :. . , ... : . . . .··"::: , . ; . . . . . . . ;: .' .. >· :. " . I ;-: :,. . . . . . . . . . , . . 
bearing demolition charge.a.: At tile end of thi.13 period, 31 July 
.. · ... ·:. : .. ·.: ' . . .. -~:·. :.··· : .. : ~".· -~~ .~ ·.·· .... -· .··': .... · ..... :_·.::; .;· ,•.. .· : . ., ... · . \ 

·Jap Ca.sua.ltiea.1naluding prisonersi.totaled 4756·or which·a 
-:. < ... . ~:· .. ··.• · .. :· . ·: ..:-.-·.~·.:>_:_··.-.:: :~-.:-:.)·· :..~·~·: .. · . .- .. ~·····.>!:! :.·~_:_··~-:-_ ···< ., ' .. ·: · .. ,' . . ·. : 
large perc·entage·re11· to.;·t~e:.TEP.iFOR9ES supported by- this ·ba~.· 

. . .. . ......... ,." . r ... . . . . 
. : ; .. 

ttaiion• . · ... . ·. · · .·".' · · .. · 

.••• •·•·•·• .•... Fo1l.~ill~ ~b· ti~a·~ i~;;· ~i·'.t~ '·e'.~tack, · w~n approXimately 
... ::_ ·: •.• . ::.: ~ '. •• •,. ':: .• j, _.: ·.·• -~_:·:~ .:;. > >_,~--:~ ~?\~-:~.~~--~::~.'. "/::.~~: .. ·.~/ :/; -: ~. :: .. ··:.: ~·-·.~:. f>" ,:~ < ·:·>: .. _:·:~·--'<.:·. ~. -~ .... . : ·. : . .· ·.-" . . :: ' : .~ . . ; .. ·. . ' ... ·. . 
1300 ·rounds ~were .·:r1red;·:··.1nterini tt·ent .firing was· the rule · o:f the· 
.·_-::·:·-.. · .... · .. ·:·. ; .. :_\:/ ·.'_(::.·.::-.~· '~~:-~~~'~;~·;·:;; __ · ... :··,,,~; .. :f/~· .. >: .. ::'·:::.; ~-~:.':; .. .- .. · -~--~· .. ~ .. ::~·::':<..~· .:~· .. {"> . ... " .... ·.'. . : · .. ·. "'., '. . 
d~y· :f'c)r''th.is ~per:t6'c~(·!rbht:i4·''iu1j--·J;o :·so .tuly-~. A' gt'e9.t number of 
•. ;:.: ·.:,: . "(.:.:~::""··,'.~:.>.Li;;/:.::,~/}!'; •. ,;::,:.:·:;j:·'.:~" :: ·: ·'. .. ::>: . <·< . ; / .. : ·,,'. : .' .... ··. ·. . . . . . . . . 
night inissioris ·ware<tire·a ooth'as .. lillrraa!iment and on targets of· 
..... ·.·. . ... · ·:· :.'.· ;::::\ f :: ;:,;;;;7: .. ~;,,,,· . ('../( ·>·'.' ! ;'··; < <·:· ' '> . • . ·•· .. ".· . 

·opportunity~. \:':{l"".bi':l~t·atiimiiary.\of -the ;fire _during this period 
~~ ~, •.. ·~-.. :::~:· .. "'. _-... .. :~.>~/-~_> .. ~~-..:.:·_\(~~ .. ·-:~F>.~.:.~~:~(~·:·-:.-:_~·~.:J~ .. :·:~_:::_:~:·:: .. ·. -. . ... .· ···... -: :~·-~:.-. < . . 

follows: .. · · · · .· · ..... ~,.f:.;(·· ·,:·;~ :; · · ·· · · · · '.. . . . , .. 
'. '· .... ; -·~· ~)-· -~.:·'-:<·:: ,.::-. . ~·-·;·. . 

, ... ,;~o~.•~~.~· ~~,:~~.~~t .. ~o:¥~Q0' tite. £01.lOtvin~ d~t wis consider-
?ed. '.the d&y ::of,.•fi'i~e'.::tor '.i':ebord :p~poses ~ ... F'or th~ •'period ending 
!i,':::-'.'·:<';!°:L'\~;'':~-.:·:::>~:.:·''!:/i .. ~'";~·:~:·v:: .. ",::::::->:·.:. "·::,:··.:·~"" .· ·, '.: ·. ·: · ...... 
·.15. 'Jult·;.\th~ {l:Jatt~l.1<>~ f~t-t;a twel'v'~ missittns. on einenit 1nt:antry', 

('.~~~W!~~,¥3¥'.{e~&t~g;~fr.f :}~0.~t~i ·o~. ~~Jlfig~litats!y, ·~?9 ~OillidS •. ~~ · 
:· iriI{the ·'.:next;,.· peri9q. ,j:>.n1;f .Jd\.gnt. tire·. c:1ri : enemy .· trbo]>a \vas. de 11 vet--
.. ~·:;~:.: t·!"···.~</·:: . .-. ·:-:>:·-~;_._:-~/~-~-.-~.:--~:. ··.-~; .-;·'.j·~~;'·.,'.:--~~~:~::i.l:\>~.~~-·~<:r::~,:~;_ ... _ ~- :·· ... ~:-: ....... ·: .. :_:·-. _,. ~: > .. : .. ·i_ . . • .. : • : .. • .. ? _- .. _. 

'ec1~\hi.it .. irtOOiyJ o~~e~t~ti'o*' 1~oun?.,. :fo~. :~~e: infantry rier.e fired and 
r:·; l!'···:·::f.·:· :-:.-· .. , ... :-..-:::;;:.:·:·:~·;·:'.-.. :_i<:.'1~ : .. J1" :"".· .. r~.:~.:?~~r-_·.: .'·· ,~ .. -._: ... :.·~ ,-_;;_~. ·:· .. ·f. ..··_. .... ~. -~·_<.<,; .. ·,-· .... 

~rbt~cti.~e:::b~±t~a~~·:f • ~h6t:':tii ,-albiig·:~~hti ):>R:i:N!ti.MOh Rt\TER • . ~or thfl 
".; '.~::'-·· -.~···~' ·.;.~-~· ·.: .. ~·,:-~:-.<:~_,·;.>>··:~:·:·_,.· .. ~·;.~f..~/·:·:···"·~~----.::;~:·-~-~<..·:···:.: .. <)f-:;:.-·.~< .. :_ .. :.·., ". :· ·-.--.:. ::.~,/:_:·,. ... . 
period '6nd:thg i1·suif,.·.:"target.s .~r.~ not numerous but heavy !'ire 

', -· ' . . . .. . . . \ . ~ . . _. . . ~ .. ~· . . ' . .. :· :· ·. . . . . . .. ~ ' . 

·tor· 'e:f£ect wai5, u~ea·,:to~ ·a ~otai\~,:r .~out· ooo rou±ids,.· whieh 1n-
_; . . .... ":: ::".:··".";: __ .~.< .. /:\' ... ~.~: .. >.-:<;.~·~:·~·.· ~l/~·: ... · :> ·.--.- .·.::/.7: ..... i .• :· .. : ._·:-..-:·. :. , • • ..... : ... '., '.· • .. • 

eluded 'e61np1.et& 'neut:ralizat'ioti .O·f'.maehi.11~ gitrt .fire~._.a body of 

. enemy tro6pa. ~11(j_·:e~e~ .. :·.~~~~~·~::I~i~~J'. ~r!~s. eont1ntied· rather· .. 

:11·ght·f~~ .. ·th~} ri~xt:. sefr~~ii'~et9.;$· :~~ic~',ra~ ·a ~e~iod;·or intensive 
. ' ' ' '~ "' ;. . . . . 

·ana. extenai~e··J'.riiS.ntr~~"~·~t~«~i11n~,~ ·'·;.~he pe~iod endlng 20 Jul~ 
; ......... ;-. .. : •. ~.~ • • ·.·• .i· .: ... ; •. '. ,•_'.;;· -~:~_.-.__.:~'.:. ;/ .. • .. ·:. ' ·:::~·•;::_.:: . .-.~ .... ~·."·:~·:.·:, ·~: ·:··. ' ·~· ,-· .. ·: ' ' . ·.· '• ' : 1· ·: • • ' 

: ','*as, :on6 .·ct; gre~~·~ tiring';:ao._:ti vi'tyj · H6aV,r barrassirtg and interdic-

t'~y ~ii>~~:·~~ is:1~ii~Mt)n areas ~ ... lrl,ch enei"1 "roop were known 





' . . . . : ~-': . : . . . . . . 
2 r) 

'"" ·•.· - -

Dririitunor. line wa:s to be im.'nediately occupied by othor troops 
.. . i ·!." : 

upon the jump-off of th~ TED Fokc'E., . For the attack tho TED' FORCE 
. . . .. . . . ~ 'j . '. . 

· __ was composed of 'all three batt-Ei.116na 'of the l21th Infant!'y plus _ 
- . 

. - - - . , - I -

_2nd battalion_of the l69th_Infantry of the 43rd Division. -.This 
. ' . ·. " . ' . ·' , 

battalion w~s commanded by Major:· Lew~s e.nd was hereafter to· be 
t .; . 

known as the LEWIS FORCE._ lst'B~tta.lion l24th Infantry was 

·_called the BUTCH _FORCE, 2nd Battalion the FOWLER FORCE, and the 
_,f 

3rd battalion the PAPPY FORCE,- after' their commander vrho was 
: .. :; .. ··· 

- kn~,wn as "POOP-DECK PAPFY11 • . T~a was Lt._ Col. Willis.ms, who 
. {. i - .. ·~ .: : 

will iorig be remembered as one.- or" the most; colorf'ul figures of 
•. I • ' • ": • ' \ • <> 

- -

the 4.tape campaign. His battalion was featured in the YANK mag-.. .. 

· ELZine with the story "PAP..l:'Y 1 S 'BOYS AT 'I'ADJI." The l49th Field 
·.. . 

Artillery Battalion,_ reinforced by one Liaison Section from the 

-l29th Field Artillery, was placed in direct support of the TED 

·FORCES from its position at AKAJJAI CREEK and ordered to prepare 
. . . . I . . . -. . \ - . . -

to displace forward east of CHAKILA. when directed. . - -

' . 
' 

Ca:pt. WILLIAM B S';W.RINGEN and party were to accompany the ·:· . . . . ; 
TED FORCE headquarter a ~s liaison; Capt WILLIAM H FRE'ELA.ND with 

. ·.; . . . . . : . 

--BUTCH; Capt \GEORG~ H CRILL with PA~PY; Capt FRANCIS S :McCAIN wl th 
. ' 

· LEWIS. The· FOVffiER liaison 11as furnished by the attached section. 

-_: ·: ·Each of these liaison officers and sections did an outst0.ndingly 

_-.·fine job and contributed in a. large measure to the ultimate 

: : · suc,cess of the :attack. _ Ea.ch liaison officer was ably assisted 

- _, 

by a forward observer party. With BUTCH ·was Lt. RICHARD L WAGNER; 
i 

-with PAPl'Y was Lt. WILLIAM H MICHELSON; with LEYiIS initally wa:3 
' 

LT SA1i:UEL J NIBLD. Lt Nield was relieved about the middle -of tho 

attack to report immediately for Sho1"e Fire Control, and ·was 

reple.ced by Lt. RAY11IO:ND J 1v1AHLOWE, the As::it. Como who vms forwi:.trd 



· :rrJ·~~.t0~~1c~t:~nr1~s1~ri, :a~}mmed1~te1y stePP•d in,.t? n:: · ....• 
· .. · _:.this vacancy.··· Before the end of. the attack. these liaison officers 

. :·: ··. · .. , .. :;· ·, .-:·; .. . , .... ~· .. · .. : . . . . !, .. T .. -- ... : . . . . • .. ·. - ;. 
. .. ·. . ··.a' .. · . . . . .. 

. and forv;ard observer parties ~d become intergta.ted into closely 
' .. ' . . .· ·• 

·~ .. . •. . • i . \ 

~ ,(knit .tea.ri1a' in 'every ·re spec~.< .T~o I bther liaison officers. who per-
.. r-~~-:-~_. ...... '\:. ··: .. : __ ... ·_ .. >· -:,.·.··.- _: ____ -~_· . .-·· ... -~_·.·._: ·_._ .; ···.·-.. ~-·-_'.:'.·\ ; .. ,·:·. . . - - . - · ... · . .·-
. ·~?.formed their mission~ in exceptional'.1:-Y· meritorious mann~r ;: were 

·.·. '.~: ':·~·~·:.: . . = . • • • ' ... • • . ·,• ·, . • . < , • . ~ . .":. . I~ . . ,· 

·>;\Lt •. FRANK J. ZIRBLIS and Lt,· JOHN J KEMP. These two officers. as 
. . " . . . ' . . ; . ..( ~ ' . . ' . . - ·-
........ :. \ • ..... .. . . . . . .-.: . ·. . ; .. -. 1 · :; :. :~ ·~ . . :• : 

.. ,~liaison pilots, flew 'many hour~ daily. r~om dawn to after dusk 
.... °!. •• , • • • • •• : • • ·\ • '. ' ,I . 

:(~a>perform~d '1niil.lmerable miss.ions; 'among them which ~e~e con .. ' 
\:~~-: .. ~·.:~· ·;: .... ·.: ·.·. :·:·. ;_~~"--:··_~:~.: .. ·":>:· ... ·.·.. - >!:1.( :~ ....... · -·... - -: ·.·. - . - . ~ _-· .. . . . 
<. stant fire misaiorie, dropping; of' :urgently.needed ·small items· 

~,:,:,_->· . .-.,'·.,:, ·, .... · .'.·' .. · ,~' ·: · ..... ·~: · .... :• ... _.- .. r.I i .. , .: . . . . . .. . . . : .: 

,: .: auch:as ·radio: batteries, '-looa.tion of units and coopere.tioil in . . ; . 
·; .- .• ~ .. l > • . ..,I_ :··· :' _: 

1
. ; •. • :'.···:_. •• .'· •• · .. • '• • . :• • ·.:•: '. •• •: ...... ·'_ •• -~ ; t ·· .. :• • ·. --.. . -. • ·. ·. . • • -. · ... ";" • ·:. . . ' :_ .. • • •• ." , .-

·::'·preparations for .·dropping supplies and· food by :.0-47 Transports, 
. '.;-' "·. -. . . . . . . : ~ '; .. . : .. ··< : : . . . , - . i;· ·I .; ! .. ··: . ·. " .'-... . ~· - - .- '. - .. . . . • , 
:,';~cl "the' o.roppl~g·'~n· ~w~··occasi'b.~s '; o·r ·~ritic~lly. ne~ded blood .. 

·_·,::~iasma .1·~ :ies~ '·than._thi~·ty 'mi~~tes .aftc~·r· the request was received. 

·:o~;:on~ day .. one _p.ilo:t; .flew ova~~- ten hotirs. Landings 'were made af­

' ,_ter,,dark :e.;d .flights! we;e constantly· ·over the enemy. lines-.. on 
~ •·; .: ;•;; > • '.'_· °, .. 4 ; :-. • • .. • ... • • • •. ._ •. •••. f" .. ~ \. I ' • •, .- . I • • , •. ' : • • . • . • ._ _-•. :~t:~~::;:::. :f. ~:e ~:~:·u:e::i ::ie;:c;:n:

8 
S:ar~:: ·. ~:Y both···. • · 

'tba~/wit~out the\ ~u+rj ~;- t~se plan"• the 1ntaritrpould have. 
<·been without food·.f'or better .. than 75% c;>f the time 1. ,completely·.·• 

':lo I, ; . ;·. • : ' • :, ·~ . . .'. : ; • •: '•· . • 

.--'.~~thout' ~?~catio s except a scheduied' .flight o~ the division 
. , . ;· I ,' _::. ~.' .. ; -.: ... . . -..- ,, . . • . . . . '_. . 

:-:~ourier,, withou~ ·._art llery fire support and withou~ the· ability 
.-.:·· .:.-' - . _., . .. :. ·:_.:·.'" ... · •. •. . . 

,, ,:of locating. itself 1 · _tli~ dense jungl~. "In the<wo~da of hundreds 
.. _...:.· .... ,. . ,· .--.... ' . " -.; ·;: . .. - . . ·... . . . ·~ . . ·.. . . 

<of: the doughboys:' "T· e' Cub·· piane and the C-47 are the be~t damn 

.J·~i~e~ --~·ln the .<d~i~~; ~t~~~~)~~yti:~·: .. L~s K~mp ·azid Zirblis were. both 
. . .. • ' •• ' • • • '1 .• - • ·• 

:'~.r~o~~e~de~ ~:~r,'_~he l1~·. ~edal_~It ~ould_:be _very_ ·ha.r4 to s 1nglc out_ 

· .· s.ny· il;ld1vidual .for special mention from those that 1accompanied · · . 
. _, ·. ·: .. : , . , . ··.· .. I -_; '.· . _- : . · .. · .· .. : ... ; , . 
>·'.'the infantry in this' attack. · The performance .of every man was · · 

•, .: • r' ' • o • •• I • :~ •: • : • • • ' 

. a.bo_ve". reproach and the lrrl'antry,had only t_he highest praise ~or: 
_,··.·, ,,,·. 

··:- •c:•, ' ~'-. - ~-- .-



· l~['J.~~'.i::?,~\·;:s:./·· : . · .. _: -~ ·. . . . 
\':,t',>thea·a· men~ .. Lt·. RICHAHD L WAGNER, due to 'his location.· with the 

24 

i,:::/(·, .. · .; :'.· .. :'.· ·. _. :. . · .. '· ', . . . , . : I ; . . .. . : . 
\'Vi.:leading ·battalion, probably had ·more opportunity to fire miss-· · 
/_~/: _:~: > '_:. '. . : ·' . ·. ' • . .· .! ! . ' : . . . . • . . .. . . . : . 
. /(ions,:: e.nd his wor~ was the obj.act· ~f the highest praise· of' his 
::)/) X:.-Y.i .:· ... : .· · :_ . · · . ;_ · . ..: :: i: . · . ·. · .·:\ · ; · 
~.~,:r·rn.fantry ba.tte.lion commander. · He· almost constantly plnced him-

. ~··:.>,' ; .·',, ·_,~<· . ·. ..: .. -· .. :.· . -_ .. ·. . . .. : ... :-'..;. . .·•: . ~ ·.. ..- . 
self .with ·-the point ot the le.ading e;I.emerits event hou~ these 

• \ •' • •' • I ' ' ' • • 

·:··: : : :· ··: ·.·'._ .. :. • • ~; .•• : .• : • • • ' ;. : . . . .• • I. ' .. • • 

·.\ elements were rotated.··: .The team work in artillery ·support be- ·· 
. ... ~ •' ~ ; . ' . . . . . . . . ! ··: • ':- ': . • . ~ . • 

.· . tween ·Lt Wagner ;>with· the· point ·and Capt;.- Freeland wfth./the Bn •. 
. : ! .. . . ~ ··: . . . : . . : .. .., . -.: .. ·.· 

... co; .was -~~ry instrumentai in the advance of this battalion ,~ith~ ·.· 
~t casa;,H,-.irom•enemyactio~j~i'ter the .fi~stda;r o:fthC attack. 

.. . > _> .. · . ' ' . . . . . . . . . . :: ti ·. . .. .; . . . . . . 
· -'Later in the day· by day cie:lcripti_on of this att~ck, .which .. 

> ', ·.. . . :·. . . •. ''1·1 ' . . .. ·. . . 
~.was described by General lfe.cAR,THUR a.s .. "a .feat unparallel'ed in. 

. • . . ... • .. J . ;, ' . . . 

·;(th~ . hia~ory ~f jurigle. w~far en~ . more wi1i be aa~d . of the work of . 
. ,. . <: .. .. . .-'. . . .. . . ·~ : .Y\_ . 
<these various sect1o:r:is a_D;d off'~cera,. and especially that of_ Cap~. 

: .'.'. ·.· I 

' Freeland and. his sect1~1i.1'0 . (. 

_. -: . 

. i . . . 
i . 

.. I ;;,a July 1944 . 
;, ·· .. '. ' . 

TED FORCES cross.~a. '.the DRINIUMOR RIVER a.t. 08~0 ~ and pro• 
. . : . . :- ' . . . . ~ . . . . . 

. 'ceeded · toV1ards NIUMEij CTIEEK. 'The a.dvaricc vms made with· three · 
. :_ .· .. : • . ; _:. . ~· ·. . •.. : .• l·~ . ·.-. ~ . : t . . . . . . ~ .• . . . . . ' · . 
. ~~-tt_jlions. abreas~, 1'1 tl the 2nd ba tta~io~. on the -~each . (left) , .. 

1st battalion in.thejcenter and 3rd battalion on the inland {right) 
. . .. . . ·, . 

side. 2nd batta;t1o~Jo:r l69th,.CLEWIS} c·rossed the river at 0945, 

·:and followed_ the rigtlt _fls.~. of PAPPY as a. reserve ·_battalion and 
. ,. . . . . . .. , . :.·: . . . 

., to l'efuse the right ~larik ·of TED FORCE •. · Liais~n ari~ ·forward· ob-· 

:.• _servation parties we~1~ with all battalions as set out in detail : 

' in preceding paragraphs. · The advance continued wi t1l practically 
: . 
. : riil resistance. The ;one exception to this was an e.mbuah hit by 

' ' . i . 

BUTCH. "A" Company was advancing on the right of the battalion.· 

<· ·The jungle we.a very .dense ·and intermittent rain was. falling. 



" .. ·. . .. - •. ,.,,, .. •< .... 

1ti'lfJ:~kf/ > . / ,, .· . . ' ' ,. .. : .· ': . ·. .. . . .· ·.··. · .. : .. . . .. '> ,X2s 
·.<,;Three shots were heard from the noint and 'the column halted,,·' but 
<~;x:. :::.;:·:><< ·· .. · .. ·. ,. . · · · . < · · .. 1 . ,- : . " : ~.•. · · . . .. ·. . .· . ·· .... ·.. .. 

}'shortly resumed 1 ts advance, passins three· dead Jo.ps,: v1ho were . 
:.y,;;~-.:\<·:·~·:::.·:.: ...... :·:/' ·.'· .. : ., ... · . ·.: · ..... ~ \ .. :·:· .• ·· .... · -·. . ..... ···.- ,:·. : .. · .. 
/tlie results. of the·· three.· shot a;.·': Shortly. thereafter. firing again ·. 
;: " . .. :.: , . . . .. . ; . . . . , . . : I . : . . . . '. ·. ~." . \ .. : : ·.· .· • .· .. 

·.waa·:heard from the point--this.· ~ime both BAR and rifle fire •. •. As · 

:\ihe ~a:;Ch:_~S.S resmned,· ,.t~elve ·m~re .JJ;lpS (tho;oughly :dead). \;ere : . 
-x·~·\'.'. .. ·. ·:-. .. _ · .· · :·'. ... ·· .. :. ... .-· i. .. . · : ~. -.-.:·. '.,_; _··.. ... . · ·... . .__ _ . • .-- .. . .· .... _·,_ ._· • 

passed .in their former bivouac: area •. ·The rain became. heavy at 
.· .-}< ::_ .. :·· .. .".;. ":: ·~ .. ,_ -\. ~· . ._. . .."· ·. ... . . . . .. . . . - . . . I ;'. i .• ~ _·. ·. " ."= . . - . 

,'this .time.~ A. short whil.e later .. the ,battalion hit a Jap;defe~se 
' : .. ' ,;. . . . ... . . . 

·:p6~it1on,'.to. whlch the jungle~·hldden' Japs allowed the point ~to 
: . .. . ' '.'·. ;'. ·. ';:. :1. ; ' > . ' 
1
·. advance~ within 'five yards. :"~ap ·snipers ·had allowed our advance 
:·~·· .: . ' ·. . · .. -.· .. . . ' . ' :;) : . . ·.. ' . 
/'elements to ·pass .'.b1 them.· At· this :time t~-ie Japs opened f'iro · 

·. . . .. . , I • . 

'.\'.~ith ma~hirie guns· •. An effor.t.'. 1~~~ made to !'lank. the ~ap~ right; 
'./:\· .. ·~-:~~ .. -~_'.': .... ·/··'..:.-·,.· ... ··. : .. :· "::":_: ':· . :~-· ·.·- . I~::.\:;;.:·:· .. · .. ;·~. ".. . . - ,· 

. :.r::but it ·aiso 'met ·ma.chine gun an<i sniper !'ire •. First Aid ·men did 
;:?~~<->t· . ·: ... -.. - ': ...... ·:; .... ·:. ',.< . . ' "';;;~ ' ., . . . . ·, . ":··: .. ; ....... 
:;,:ari. outstanding effor.t to evac-µate these point casualties but · 

·;;::~~~:r-· ri:r~t ·~-id. man ;~as·-. ei the; ~i1ied. or wounded •.. A.t · .. t~i t1m·e 
'·:: .. ··=>/:_·":··· ··f.·: .· \ ;··_.·.· ....... ~ .. '. ..... _:. ·1· ~- .. .·. '. . ' 
~L( Wagner~: the forward· 'Observer, began his adjustment which was 

d~:J7:::t::::n~j::~:: ::r::s::;:e:~u:h:o P:;:y~:;~::: ' 
;:,;: «'..} /, .: .. ' .' ' ' . ' . .. . . f ' " . ' ' . ' .. ' ' ' ' ' 

/,the ·right.:· With· th expenditure of only 36. rounds. the Jap pos-
·3~:,] ... ;~·:/ ~) :).:·>.·;~·: ~::. -~·:/. ::",·;~" . : ">·· ... ~ ........ ::_:. ..... . . ; : ! . . . -- ... ... : . ·. : . . . . . - . -:. . . "" . ' : 
+·~tic;>n'was.·neutral.iz d· c~mpletely, .'which allowed .the BUTCHF ORCE 
J::;:_~~ .. ~;..;··?:< .' .. ""·~ .··· .. ; '.......... .~ ........ _:;: \· ; ... : '. .. · ;_· . :· . ·:;. \ . . . . 

i1.,\:t·O·;:\Jlithdra:W·.and. e:ft blish ~~ per~eter .int he B hort time truit .· 
-~;,~::,_;·'.,;·J< :~''.~!;;~. } .. :".:~'_ :: " .. ' I • '.; .:· •<·!' i~·".~ :'. .-.<-. ·;<-. : .... :_.·, · ·r. •• / ·. : .• !· " :" ., .,··; • , ; ::. . '; ·; .'. . '.. . . , ' , \ ' ' 

-';1,'.remained before ;¢1.ar , , and' it .·was .found. the next d.a:y that the Jqp 
.·'L:-.: .. :.~~;i.'>·;··::_,·>·1..:.·~:_:·.:_.:;·_=.:··-:;· ·.-:.·" .. " . ~:":· ....... - :·. :. ·- ....... ; ... 
','.;position ,had teen ·o: mpletely. neutrE;1;lized by the fire of the pre-
~~·.:.-i;; .. -~~.:?;~~~-= .. /.':-::~.-·'·.<_::.>; ·.:··:··· .:~:.:._~:-.-~-.· / ,' '' . .-·.·~ .. :· .. ~ ... ·~· ,, . . '.:. ~~ .. ~:~ ~-: ~ .··. . · .. · .. :. ' . . . 
/,;_y~ous· day~ ,,, __ ot.her. t. anthe.BUTCI:I·~~9E, all ba.ttalions .reached 
Vii_;:·:.~ '.Jr ./k~.·}.·.;> ~- ": i- :. ·~ : ··>.:.'.~: ·:. '.<': .:.~·.~:_:;/'.·".~ /~· .' ~ :. \; •• .> .. ~ : ··.. . . .. .. . ~ . ~ . ., 
.::=the·''.objective 'tb.Ei.t s.y;·.~·th·.'~'niy":-~_":r~.w· Je.ps enco\.i.ntered e.nd kill~d • 
. · .: r."l·:."i',·:-'.,:'.'- ~ , '. ' •".<."";-·,~:· ... ,: ...... -" •, · ; "-'.:):·::~~- >~ ::~: ~-~~~ ·. ' ·. ' ·~ ', •. • ..... · · · · · 

-~.-;·.~ .. :·~~.:.'·"·' -~;~.··i.·:·.··, •. :·. ', ' . ' ' • ~." .... ·.: . . . • ~ • • • - . - '" . . ~ : . .. .. : ... ~ . . ' . . . . ··• . . ' . . •. 

:~~~R:t;Lt:J ::~, ~:td:~e::::n t:r:::::l::~P;:: t:::p::oo-
... · : ,:",· ... '·.. . ''· ... , .. ,: ... ·:, ,. . . . .. ,, .·. )• . ._: .. ,- .''! ' '. ·,,, : ' .. ·· ' .. ; 

ment 'forward to the vicinity of .yHAKILA o·n 1 August;·. One battE>ry 

·~-o~: .~he l~l~:t '..F.A. (155~".H~w) ~e:s ·to. be, ·attached and would ::0-
.. 



.. 

·:,iect.·a ·positio~'_to the direct rear· of our bo.ttal:lon~ '.l'hi~ 
,-:._.. •. .... . i. 
·':'would be a di.spacement· o.r abou~ tl.1.ree miles, puttin5 the 

. I i 

:. battalio~"wi thii'.l' about 1000 yar'.d~ of the mout~ ~f. the DHI:UU!.-lOR. 
. . ·: .. '· I .. . : ·.. I . . ' ~ 

. ·. ' ~, 

. : :.full.' reconnaisari.ce was made. e.nd pr~parations begun for. the. dis- . 
''" :- • I• ;-,•.i 

· : :. placement by.··the Bn co ~nd Batte~y '.conuuanders and parties. The 
~ •. . . . . . . ' ·: 

. _;-. . .. .• "·. . . • . . . . • . •. i. ; 

\battalion was· alao ordered te ~~cy ::1urvey f'orvmrJ. wit!1. LEWIS. 

:'.\Thi~ sur~ey Y/a.3 jungle ·survey· '.~;:·.~e worst sort, but neirerthe-
.. . l.'·. . : : :[ :.} . . .( 

less reported by ]jt~. Nield to.·; .pa within 600 yards Of being CO:Y 
' . . . . 
' jl,. 

'.plate,· v;hen the s ._ecpion ·had to;. jstop to di.g in for. the night • 
. ""'" . . ''I . 

. . This ~urv~y -~~~ perfo.~ed by ~~~· l Nield and his ~orward ob serve.-

ti.on. pa.rty as 1 t advanced. . ,':· d :j 
. . " . . : . ; : . ·. > :··" : ~:: :, . : : 

.\• .· 

· · . . . . · ·· 1 Aug{fot 1944 
·.". . ... :i 

... Early in the moF'.ning, ·ord~ra were received to displace f'or-
. • -. . I . . '' :. ·::· . . ... ·. ·. ' ·, :· :;· . .· . 

. ward by battery,· fur~shingcontinuoua .fire support to the in.fan-
. . . . I ( 

. ' ' ! try, .. d*7'ing displace]ent;. "B" Battery displaced first, and vms 

in Po~tion ready to i'irr ~t 0930; "A" Battery at 1300; and "C" 
Battery at 1400. "C " opened at 1330 at new position. This new 
. . .•:! . "'.,.. ·• -· I . 

P()Si t,iori-' was in .tp.e .· icifii ty <?.f .the village. of' CHAKIIA., and wao 

<hi~~rif 1arge~: iri si~~< ·:: lia:n1 the former posi ti_ons. A: 6re~k flowed 

>~n-:·the:. s~uth .fiarik;·\o •. th~· forward l):~ttery will.ch. we;~. "0 11 Battery, 
.: ·,<,.:·._-:;.(; .:··:.:i.· .. · ':• .'. _..... . • . :;' • . ~ ' . t - .... 

·turning south and.·tli n W.est again;<~d then north and then west 
~ ; .. : .• '• : : ·. . .. · . . . . f> .... -~ ,·· . \ ·. ,· . ;'; . . : ·> • ... '',.. . . ·. . . .. . . i . 
:;again just at_ the.Oj , ction :~f Hq· and 'uAn Battery •. ~ sketch. of 

: i the area :i.s 'attached as l~ ei.llne:a but 'th~· position may best be 
• : ·.~ . . • . '· ·. :- • ; • • . • • • • t • 

:. described here by 1n'.g,tJia:t the b'~tteries in orde~ .from front~ 
. . ~ . 

. ···•·. to r69.r :vere •c II , ·•.:i r ?: ; mi:, and Med Det' \'ti th e~ements ot 

:· Service battery. ·The .north was bounded by the sea and the soul~h 
. : .. .· . . I . . , 

.:· :by a strerun for1nlng a l~ge ·horseshoe with the .flatten tips at 
' 

:: '' ,ucu and Hq Batteries •. The distance from the center of the 
. . . ~·:-



27 

battalion to the stream at.the deepest point of the horseshoe 

was ~ little over 100 yards and the ground was very rough, 

gullied and ~lling. The far aide of the creek \"las dense jungle'. ,,, 

The interior of the horseshoe was cleared for artillery fields 

of fire by dark of this date. 

Infantry activity during the day was minor and no calls 

were received for fire support. "Bu Battery of 18lst field 

Artillery·Bn. was attached to us and occupied position to our 

direct rear. Night protective concentrations were shot in, and 

the above a~tached battery checked in on our selected Base Point, 

and Check Points. No other activity this date. 

2. AUGUST 1944 

All quiet during the. night from the infantry standpoint .. 

The 149th F.A, fired heavy counter battery fire beginning short­

ly after midnight on a Division Artillery located target. At 

ab~ut 1100 the battalion fired heavy concentrations on enemy 

positions for one hour and a hal:r·. This fire also \Vas in the 

nature of a 11 softening-up11 f·or the attack south and southeast the 
~ 

next day~ A. total of 651 round,s were fired. with air observation 

wi.th e.)::cellent coverage o:r the target area. The survey section 

under Lt. HOWARD N MOSELEY., ·c'Cl>ntinued survey to tie our positions 

into Corp Survey. At this time it would be well to mention the 

out.standing work done by lI.'t .. ~ilo.aeley and his section •. ~11 survey 

in this operation was 1o!f ~ee-e·.e-ssi ty" under most diff'icul t con­

ditions. The Task Foree .Artll.llery eal.Ied upon this section for 

much e.x~pa .survey, aln. ~ ;w.ld.ieh :was earried out with dispatch 

and aecurae;p. 
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·~ . ... : ... · . . ~ '. 

· ·At 1110., ·Lt. Col Jones returned from TED FORCE with pla.nn 
. j· ' 

for the i~a.ntry to attack south and .. then southwest to envelop 
. " i 

.1. • j ' .•. 

the enemy 1 cuttin& off his suppl'y line a a.rid. to" cloaa him ,in a 
. '. . . . I . . \ 

.'. pincer move· between .the BALDY FOj:WE a.nd the TED FORCE, with ·the 
, . . . ' . . 

·· a.I>ex of th~. forces be~ng apprm.:i~ate;i.y a.t AFUA •. This was to pro;•> 

\'in the week::-.. truit follows to be one of the most difficult a ttaclrn 
.. 

· .· int he history of· jnngle warfare. · Such an attack meant cuttinr; 
. . . . j . ' • . . . f: 

. I . , 

·off :rrom all supplies other t~ by air, no communication other 
. . . . . . 

. . . . . . 

.·· thari ·by. relay it~ough artille:i;if :1•adio net.a," no evacuation for 
: .. :.» . . . .- ....... : .·:'.. . .. ··. . :.1 i. :. . ' 

days, plus ·the usual hardships :·9~ sleepless nights, cold wet cloth-
. . . . . ... · . . . _': I . .. .. 

ing"and resistance of the jungl~; all of this not to mention the 
~ . • • • • . • • . • • • • ' l j . : - . 

>c6nstant resistance of t.he Jail \,rho· ap:;mrently is in his ml.tural 

· habitat 1~ the jungle. : . -. . . 

. .. , 

The attached ba~tery of 155mm How, ''ras registered on a long 
. . i . .· • . . . . i . . . . 

range .,check point in1 th£? .afternoon, by .the 11a1eon plane of this . - .·. ·: . . .. . · I i · . . · , • 

·. batta~ion~ · Work waa I co~tinued throughout the day by every e.Y~il-
. ·. • I . . 

. e:ble man, to clear :r,_elds of fire and lower the mask range to the 

.· s~ut~.· . Thi~ wa~·:.'a vlry \difficult task due to ti1e p·revlously munt~ 
; ... ione~ "th1ckn~ss or t~e iungle on our immediate south flank. 

,; . . . \ .. ·i 
·,. } 

. . 

3 :AUGUST l944 
·, 

' ' .. ~. 
Tlil.e dtii proved t.o be one of the most eventful in tho history . . .. ' , 

~ : . ::' ' 

:.' or th~ battalion's m asion at AITAPE. A.t 0100 a. sniall force of 

Japs,.approximately or 8,·penetrated our perimeter. They man-
. . 

• .. aged to cross the· st asm in the deepest point of the horocshoo . . . . I 
under cover of internrl. ttent rain and the noise of firing by th·e . 

l 
·battalion~ As before m~3ntioned, the risin8 slope fro::1 the nt!'t'DX1 

· to the batteries was· very gullied and ·ridged. The Je.p!l up:-:i::tr:-~3 :v:;J.~r 
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p \ •: •,. ·:. :· .: : ;·:.-'.'.. ·-:~~ ... .'-:."J ... :\~> .'· ~;·:·. .. . .. 
\·'"·~~;.';~~.:.::•<::.'.·:~~: ·;:.'·: .. :::.:~:~·'~):, .. \·{· .·.·, ...... ·; •' ' I ... • • - •' "' ,.•' •· ,'.·•' 

,'i(;';divided~:irito'~about four groups or two or ·three .. e9.ch.headed 'to-.. ,:···:.' . ~ . . -~\· .. ;,·-··-- . . . . ' ~ -· . . 

·~?·;ards~ ~ne· or. ~h~ · i'o~ .. ~~~~-~;i~~ .... The. -~oup t~~:· went ·for "A" .· · 

:~.~:~~t:~ery, mana~~d to get'; into' thk ~att~r; pe;i~t~r· ~d set 'off'' 
-~.:::: L·· . . >·.: '·< :··. . :.)t ~<·:·: :_ : .(· .. / i :-,:(; i ' ·. . .. : . . ... · ..... \ . : ..... 
-~<:two:.demolitiori.:cha.I'ges ;1ri ... between•;the rows of a'.lllllunition·:;tn ·the:. 
·:\.::, ·'.:. ::>.· ·;·. :--.· .> '.:·)~ > .> .. ':: · .. : :::-:_: .. ;::~:<'.,_ .. ·.. . ' ;' · .. ·, .· .. '\ . . : .: '. 
':battery dump·~ .. ·).A .number; of men '.:Wer_e sle;~·ping in the ammunition·· 
·<: .. ···.:··:A".\<< .. {·.·:~ .. :.'·'::>··· .. ::,..:.·~ .. :( .. >\:.~.·_,; ··... . >~- t·· ... ·· ::>. ··(=·~.:;:\". ::·' :.:-: .·.· ... ~. . '•. ·. ·: ... ·. ·.· '·:·· :' ~-·· _:: .. : ' 
f:.~ump~c_;ni,ty,.a.~ ·withinfi.t_~ :.·~~O. ·or ·o~ men; }):f'c ·ALB~T FERRERA, 
'./) '.: '·;"": '·':: . .. :.-;: . .--..\-.;. "\·: ... ·. u · ·· ··1 (·l' 1' ••·;,:: , .' · •. ·" ·:. . . : '·; • • 

,_,,16148691 and Pvt GEORGE i J RUQTOLO, .31333193 .were killed instantly. 

)/~~ve;~~>~en .;~~~· :1nj~~~'.-~J·~-'.~1~~1~: ~tunes <ar~· ·J.{ated '1v1t~· th~· .. ·'> 

·).p,,rp1~ H~;.;t i~~ds. _ 1~ ··lhe -~~11 e·~ o •· , /; · ; .·•·.· < , • .• · .... 
. . ..... '. . , :.. . . \• ~ : . ·,. ~' ' t· . . .. . ~ I . ... . . . I .~ .• •• ..... .\. 

',~ ,: At~~r pl~~i~~ :,t~~ :: I ~m6ii1~·~~·na;' which \.~ere l~g~ blook~ of; 

, e'.'P~ci~-i~es · ~~~O~ate;t ~e~ l~+~e~ ~quare ~d 6 to 8. 1ilches, . / 
:'.;::-'thi~k~ detona t~d ·_by' t»otl a .rJ·J~ 'B.nci ~' grenade in the' ce~t~r' . th~ 
~/\'J~~.~. ~~ bac~ ~~~~~:s ·~~e s oyth rJ.ank~; tos ~fog ~ greil~e • ~~r .. , 
;ii}t~<:~~t .. ·~r.'2nci Lt~-? :RbBJT_·J :PbwE!Rs,· -o..;iJ.a26a·4, ... ·wo~d~d ·hlm::with., .•• 
•:-,;\[·,,'-}:!,·,·:;:· .. ·.··•· .. •·,•.:'! }i·.:j·.l: .. " ··?;·, ... ··· ,,;;:· · .. : ,:,.,•: 

·;multiple ·shrapne1::w µnds_'in thi-ee places; Lurigs;; kidney. and liver • 
. <~:' .. :~:: ... //.~<'~,;_:··, .~·- _ ..... :·:/j .1 :.r .. · .. : .. _'. ··:::-< _· >~·,.·.::>: ...... '. .. , .. ,_r.·. <. :< ··: ... :_·;: .. · .. ·.····: -

_:_,: :·:~"lY.e~~.r~rt~~~~t- r'1 \~~~--~emol~tion~: .. ~~~ ~ot: ~1t.~~.~j,e ~the . .:., ' 
,'.:alnniuhition .although '.sol,1ie: of' it .was blo~ many yards~ ~.The J'uze of. 
;;·::;··>:,'/.:·-\,:.;>·:: . .-',\;>-!-I !:1·:> :. ·· ·:·<0: ._:\>·. : .. ··.··'-·L<.< .... ':-:\:·. ·<<t· 
J(.~._()Pe.1smoka ·sh;ell~~a~. b!,o;wn of:f, but _the·. shell d1<i ho~ ,rupt~e•··~<' 

. :-~}tJ(.f:;>. < ; , · •: ''.;' ,-.: :-.:::s;:-J. i .· .. ,fl"':.'·,".: . <· .. < !I: ' :::;.. . '.': . ' _., · ·•·•• ·.'.:\ ::··/ '·>· :. >> , . . 
:t: > '.: Considerable\ c 'nfu'sion e.xiste:d. in> the dark night/. but 

,,;~~ •• CLI~ON."~ ~~; ~<.~~.st.~e~'~r "~: .~f~te~~·-1~~.lia~ei:. 
~:.le.ft for ·the· Battal on Aid ·station 'to ·:swmnon aid. :L.t.Meserole · 
:',: ... :: .. ·;:::_ .·.··_:::.'. .... ·-:::,:~,;:.:., ...... ·. <:: ·':\_:-'.· ... :· .<,\.:~-;r::i.>_,: .: ..... · ..... · 
:r; made :this ·trip ·even though :Japs were kilo\Vn. to .btf:ih the ·ar.ea arid. 
\>··;_:_· ... )•': ... · .~·:' _,,::,;;_.: ··.'~ .\:- .. :'··'.\·:,;·,; .. · ~ : .. , . :-.. ·.·.' :·:' .··.-~1··:·<_-::: :·. , .... ::··.,:. 
::also in .face' of'.the greater danger.of.being sho.tby:·h1s own-.men_.··, 
·' ·.. .' .. · .. ' ... ' . \.,':; . ..'.··:: .. ; .. ·· /.:.':, ··( . . :: . : <."<:~.' 

.:.At.:the aiq ,station, Cap~.: JOHN L. WHITAKER,· Battalipn Surg~ori; ,:and. 

· :~w~ ... ·vol~teer·s·~ :~ea .. 3.'fui>H._E·-.B~INK.· 'El~d ~~::~·f. ·~· ·.·sk~w~T · iic;hwI~s, 
•. .. • .. :.:. , .. ;·.:_.;:· .• ,:-.;,:-'·::: · ... : .. _·· .. · . ...... ,:.:.·-,!.' .·.:,·'. >' :'.' 

· lef't .innnediately .. to; give.aid· to ~t Powers and,.unknoWn.· others that· .. 
' ... ··'. .... · .... ~-· ..... : ....... · ...... ··:·· · .... ·.:·~ ... "·:.;~~-;i)~,~~;;::~--:··1·:;··;, ;;:·:. · .. ~.· ": .. :.;: .· .· .· :·: :. -.... : 'i ·'. '· .. " •' : 
)niiht be· injured.•. ~fte~ ,trea:ting Lt.·::.Powers and: pther ·injured,· . 
.... , . '·;<:,.:. . . ·. . •.. 

. • ..... -



.. , .-. 

·.:··:theseiren of the Medical Detachihent searched the araa. for o the:e;; 

~',; th~t might be hurt; duri~e. thl.~ ~rl~ire time Jap~· were known to 
1_. ~ ~ . • • •. • • • • . • • .·L :. ·;.:'. -.: . . . . • . • . . . : .. ' . , ~ ·' 

· .be ·in the ar.ea e.nd the c>rdei• l'is.d:;been given to take cover\ ·For :· 
::-.:-·," ::·-'"' ~ .•. ,· 0 ' ... ·_ '• .• ' ' K,: 0 '·:.+.·:/.:·.· ~:. : 0 ' • ,•: ... ,·· .<. ,'.' :.<:\ ··:." 
·:-·their meritorious service:;··wi~hout regard to personal .. safety, 

_._..Capt WHI'rAKER, .·:~ec BAKERINK, .~fX~~ec 5 McWILLIAMS, we~e ... awarded ._ .. •. 
\, • • ' ·, ·;· ~ : ; • ' ' • # • • • ,: ••• • • ·.,·:·. - ~ • : .. 

: . . '.';. ~ .. . . ' , : . - .. :. .. ..~ . -~{."~;:::·.{'.'·_:-" ,':_.~·- • : . , .. :·:. :_ .r. . . , · . 

. . t~e Bronze Star ~l!edal. :.:+ ." .. '.'.j.~'~,:'.\;, :. ·:- . . . .. ·. _._ ...... ··· .. ·-.· .·• .. ·.·.· ....... •._·· .. {_ .. :.·.·.·.··:.~.• ... ·_:.•.,_-.::,·_·.:.·.; .• ·,: .•. ; ... ··_' ... '~) ·. ··. : . . . . . . . . . ~... .· . . . !:: . . .· . -, I'. -... · . . . > . '. . ~ 

·. :: .. ··:··:·«( .. Thia group o.r · JaJ?.s.·rappai-~~~.i:v. e:Scape.d from the .area~' ·but· 
:. ·. . ' , . ·. . • f I . ' .. · • .'It . «" ;,;·ti:· ' .: /.. . ·- . . .· .... " ,'~:·. . ,· . .. . 
. 'several ·were thought to ~be wou~dad •. ·J).t. about 0300 another attempt 
.... , . .: .. ': ·« ·U :":':J, ·"· --:· .. . . .. :."- ·.,.:-:··:..: . 
vma made to ent,er ... the. axr~e. and:''.'.~ne Ja~ waa killed within·:jus~ a 

'fe'.', yards of a hoWit~er lk "B~j~~ttery, Which~ ,;e:~ e~d~~4o;i~~i 
•· :: t~·:~e~ch· to ·:~et:61'f·1 ~no~~er .. d.·~4«"11tibn c~ge·,.:·::·A~o:th~~ ···;:P:· .. wa~ ::. ·: .. : . 

·.:.'t~ou~t" t~ be ~ound.~das;r;b1ood)~d .seY~~·a1· de~o'iit1~ri .. '66e;ges _wer~· .. : 
found nearby the ~~f:~ mofntfg~! At. about, 0500 ..:.~th~r :.T~~H.:•'•ee:ri' 
esc.aping .from the ar~a..) ~ A .~allj>aitrol was sent. out south of: the 

"~r~~klthe ne;t mor~iilg; 1 ~o; a~out 500 ;ards.- . Thi~ ~at~·oi.-saw ·. ··": 
. · · t . : · . . , · .: I! .• . . · . 1 ::-. .. · , · · . · 
two ·Japs; killed one!!of them and the other esc~ped.; "Two._pa.oks: . 

. . i. • " . . . ; ·. ': .-. f Ii ·! I·.. ; • . . . ' . . •.· . . . . . ·. : l '. ·:/· ·; . . ;,, 
weI'e :f'ound which conlta:tned rice and personal equipment; and ·one .; . 
- : / ; .... .. ·. .. , <)!.I .I: H · .. , : . ·· · · ::. " · · · · · :<.\ ···f .':. <> .': .t ... "·:· ... 
. of ·v~hich contained:.demolition charges·~· B.lood and -;evide.nce 'of... .· 

·.-:·:·. _: .. ·._, ·'· .. · ._. <:·'. ............. ·..:..· .. ,~·.:··'., .. \ ··:.; :·. _·; .. ~ .. _ ... :·~· .. ' -' ........... :.···. ·~~~-···· .. :.".::-~· :': ..... ·. :. ):<,\ ;, :. ··-: .. < ..::,'.··~·>{.\}' . '·: . . 
wounded was also· . .fou d~ : • At· 1soo that afternoon an. infantry patrol 

; .. ' .. :.> ... ,'. .. t ;· =J·.:· ... · ... \ ; ·;.'· . . >" . :· .. :~ :'.- .. " .. --; 
·killed an'.other Jap a. di.located .oth:_er .equipment.·: .·'.·i . :· · ·' 

" . . . .' .·., • .:. I• ! . . , . . • . : . '. ·:~>."" ;". • '" •' •.· '~ ;. :: : ,?-'~i;j. ,• . . • •' i 
· ::· ':" .. TED FO..~CES moiie o'Ut ac·cor.ding ;t;c>' plan :at 0936~·:::'.;Th~ ·.first/ . 

·.· ... : ... ;' ... ·.· ":"··· .. ·· -, .. ( .... · .... / ·,:.-... ·.. .:·' .. : .. ·: ~· ·.::.> ··:\:: . .·\·.·.~. •. ·-· ,.~- . :> ... · .. <·.';.' .. ; .".\ ·. ·. : -" . . .. · .. '.: ...... : :· .:. ~ ... ~;.= >.'-'.;. ·: '. ......... '. ~ .... ~···: .: :.": ;'.: .. ":}"/. 
report rece1yed.}vas hat WILLIA.MS ;was opposed by ·two· companies .··,· 

' o~. ~~P s, LEWI s fr ·~, '. \~,e~istBll•c~ was oV~rc ome ~rt~ ad v~;{'f 
. ·:continued.: .. The onl:rj_form of dommunica.tions was throt1gh the '>~~7,':.;'/ · 
·. Art1:1'.l.e;y.'c~ub ·;J.a11~.b~·.f~·~a.~ · k~pt b~s:r. const~t~~·"· ,'At .·17ob"·'.:~:.\"· · 

·.. . . ···>. :·.·.-.,· ........... ·~'.· ·,_. ~·.·;~~ "'. { .~ .. ;.~·.-:·:·:,: .. ·;;. -~· .. ·. "; ,· ' - . . '!· ''· ' ....... ·:.>·:·~· .. -?_ .. · . 

. the air .ob3erver,. Lt•· MARK F EVERETT, located a Jap mountain: ·gUn. :-
, . . •'.·• .·',,. •.' I.. . 

· .. i ., : . · .. · . ·. ..~ :·.r· ~ :. · , ~, . · I . . ·. . · : . 

·but the· plane was called out. of ''the ·area 'due to. a'p'.oinbing strike' 
.. ;. . . . . : ~ ..... .' ... ·' .. 



·:.·: . ,.... .. , 
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: '.:.~~,;~~:'~;·~:fire .c6~'id be: adjusted .. on: the gu,."i.·· :_When th~· pl~uo '-?nio 

·:;, tlJl.& ~d Ht~Il ;rd the ~~!a it wi~ j t~o dark ~o •:• . tho. gf1 and tho. . 

;\,)Tips had.moved it by the ;next morning. . . · · .\ ,. 

'.·::.·:?~::·<:.;_·,, .·::· . ..... : "'.<.·." ~. '_ ... _' ··:. '. . .. :· .... ::. :.<~:: .. ' .. : .• . ·.. .· .. · . . ·. ' : ·.: \' ,'.. 
':::';.:;:<:::;:Work during 'the day il'TEl.S · 1~rgel7· devoted to tighteni1ig: the 
~.~ :;?.~··.;~~--~ ~, '/·::::~·:.· .. ~::~. ~ .... ::>;'-~ .... '. . ··_'. .. ~: _.: > ... :~ .. ~>>'~)· .... : . ' ~ . ~ :;· ' .. -: :} . ::.; :: .. · .... ~·. . . . . ': .: ... ':" > . r : ~ .": • •••• : • ···.'. r .. 
;'{.P..~~~~e~~-r·~. ~~'~:t~g ~ie~~~ of -~i~?: and leveling ·,~:t_tn ~ .. \l~~q.07'.~rs 
. the .gullies as '.'much as possibl'e .•. ·;:Heavy log dugouts were. built 
.·:.;·"~\;~·<·:·:'. ·.T,,. .. ·\~·. ""·'·'.>··.:': .'·~~~~.~· :;:- -... :. . .. -: -.. ;~· ... · .'..:'..jj .. ·<._ :·: ...... - . : . , ... ->·; /.· ·~. · .. -· -.•. ~~;J~r:;~>;r ;7:t:i:~e;~~~~~: .·:~:~1 . :r::~:m::t:.,;:o .. 
... ·the· event Of .m mass: a.ttapk. ,;Conservative estimate of enemy .canua1.o. 

;\1.·::-.>t:It•·was"d'fscovere on thi'd:':date that the f'orces ·opposing TKO 
:, •. ;.,,,v.;:-;,. >· , ..... : ...... -. 'I r1 
~~r,*~'§~\,;~i1 ~pef~~ · ~~~1e~e Marines, averaging aboUt. stX. ~~et 

_·_[··.~.-.·.·_.r:.'_:_·_d_._·_··.·.·.·_,_._···.·.:_.:_i __ ::·.·_n·.·.-' __ ·~-.c···_:.e_·._:1.· 1. e_n_ .. t :_·:c .. :0~4~· j 1o~~ :I~entifica.tion was extrem~_ly har~ .~s ' 
.L~~~~),~!3.~~:-~er~ \iraggf k. o~r m~~t ot: their .dead iri ~cc6~danc'e: \vtth" 
,.j ," ,fl,·1 i"-• I •{' . · 1 . . ... . . . .· . I I I \. 

<::~~ei;·-.,e:hist.om -~ci· ~t4 ppipg identif'ication from· those· they. ~ere 
.; .-.. : .. ,.:~.>,.r .. ::» - : .. .. 1 I 1 I . .. · · · .. · · · · . 
(,:~.~ot_:1~·.e.~~e .:.t.~ )nov~ i, .... j :~ I . 11·

1 
.. · · \ • = ., . :· ·:.- "·' 

_'.P)1"·'.:·~i.· ... /I;_·.:'. )._::'.':'.::.:·/ .,.. _,,-., .: l .. f !/, ... . i1:: . :: .. ::: ': 
f·h;'.-.:{ ... 1, . !.i.~''·. ~. 1 1 .. '< .,~ .. h . •. !. 1 ·;· ·: . --.· .r -- .. ~:··.,\:. . ..... _,_._ -. .... >:"f 
(jJ:::\,'!._f;t(;I~: '!f'~ rt~ 1~'-.' 1•, , ·,: ,\: t ! l :. ' ' . , .· \ • , . • -';r , 

-'.'~-~{:,;/\;~"'.·;:. ¢~e. ,Pl~.e. !1~~~-i. P.'. ~gs.in in an .. effort :to reloc~ te. the. mountai .. n 
,~ol·t~~t!f1,1i-f~.1 ·~1._•~ ',· .. :• ) ':•,I " : ~ •'~ l . ' •: / . ~ \ '. . . ;" 

.\:''Sfilif.!~ha:·t .. ~w~s -~bs·a~e. 
1
: by:· darkness. the preceding evening.· i:t _mid·· .. ··. "· .. 

t{~f.:-:;·;:~-;~~:~!;;{~-,~~~<;~~-J/f·:.~ . .:<·,..; .. ~>~ ._ ';,.':.<.:;..~ ::-.:f.: .; : ' !. ·.·.··;·.·· .. ·. - . -~:. . ... -...... ·.. ·_ >.\ . ;'·.:. -.· .. · ~; .-· .. 
:i:::;';b_een' moved '.by .the .. Je,' s during the .n1.ght and 'the. plane .was unable.·· 
l~~·fi;;;y,,r. 1 irit>.,.:\-.~·:,:;;;/·;'·i·<::· ·,_(.~; .· · .... . :: <: :: ... ·,, ._ · .. , ... : :'.: :·.·: · :: · _:·.: .. 
!{tf:tc(::tind ,it~::·::·The '.Jap 1wel'.e.'.;~:Xtremel1 ·pepsistant andilabored.:out,: · 
:.'~~~t{;:;r~.::>j:~:)·:~:/'.--~·~_:J_::r.;:·~_.-.)._:.;:<;L~:'_·(>·~ .. · .. :·~· ..:~>; .:\··.:._·:.~ .. :i· . · · .... \,·:- · _ :·. . ... "·~ ~:.-··f·:·· .... :: ,._-.,~ .-. ... :: -:.- . 

»f!l)of: ·reS:aon ·'to. bb'tain .. . very ,·Small amount of ineffective a:rt111ei•y 

;m~~~?;t~: T~1 ~<>Uld. ~ p~ck over lOtig d~stan?~ s }h~ .70JD~. > ·> . 
. ;;":/:hi~fuitriiri:''guti; ~unit oii.with individual meri' carrying( 'one"r6u1ici',iea~i1. 
·,;~~~f;,:; ::.:. : /: ·: " .. . .: ' .. :_: \' . . . . . .· .• : ~: . . .• . . . .' :·': .··.· .. j :; ' . . . ; .. :;.;_; :; .:: <· . .".;.' 
'.\'\ .. They.,··r1re_d on· us e.t qo . time with more than one gun ~nd a ·manr-r,ur:1 · : 

\'.~,·:'h;_.:h:;_:~~-- rb~d~ at' one· tlme. · Their mortars v1ere ef~bct1 v~ ,· ho~1~ve~ / 
";;;;;,.~_~';_ ... ;: .. :< .. > -.. ·.• . ~". : .. . . ~ ~ ... ,'. ·:·! "~:: . ' .. " .... :Jt )~·:;\:,.-·:i·;. ·-·:·: .. ~ -' .. - . 
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and they are prof ioient in the use of their very light machine 

Between 0820 and. 0830 the batta.liori firea the heayiest ten 

minute preparation in its history. 593 rounds ·were fired in 

front of thatone of advance of the TED FORCES with telling re­

sults. At 1130 -two missions were ti~ed on enemy infantry and 

two more at 1345 on a large ·enemy assembly ·area. Infantry con­

tinued to advancedur~ng the day and there were no further requests 

for fires until defensive fires were n1arked at' the end of the day. 

At the end of this period TED FORCES had captured and des­

troyed four radios and generators; 20 LI1IG6 and 15 knee mortars. 

At the .end of the period, definite identification of four units 

with which we were in contact had been identified, two of which 

were rc'giments, and another 18th Army Hq Troops. 

A concentration was fired on a Jap Bivouac a; 1800. At 2100 

sentinals on the perimeter reported seeing three or more Japs 

approaching the per:hneter from the jungle to the south. They were 

fired on, end flares were put up but they got away. The perimeter 

continued fire spa.amodicall.y throughout the hight on Japs that 

could be heard in the edge of the woods. 

5 AUGUST 1944 

During the night harrassing fires were laid down on enemy 
; 

:positions. At 0830 a patrol of our. ba.1:~al1on accidentally trippe·d 

a booby trap on the ~outh perimeter of.the battalion. Those in­

jured were Cl)l RAY R vVEST, 37115461, wlx>received s'e11ere head and 

brain .'injury which re•sulted in his death~ Also injured was · 



.... _.~:~._:t_.::.·.~:~.:.::;:··.:;:~1.-:-.'•·'''".'''':··.:. ... •-:• .•. ,~·~·· \_ • •,,,,,,., .•. :··.·' ·~·' r -~·-- ' •• •• ··-:~·~~ ........... ,.. ''H,,'.,,'"/p'":t-;-:;::'ll':.~~·~·- ••.,_:,.:: ,,., 

;·~\~;.:~{;;~)~:·~:!!·\~.;~:~:;:)\~.~.:_~~~:. .. \Y .· .. ~.'~~:~·~;·;/(:'·. . ·. -::~ : . \·,(\· . ·. > ·:·:· .. ~\: /" .. , .·1: ::,;(/)\:;,;_>?:~·?x/-;,~;:fi;,7,~f:.;,.):· · 
.)(:r;·.\Pvt A.MELCA..:CHAP~N,' 34070970;·:who was later :evacuated .to· a'.:~~,:z;:.>:~).' 

. ;~~~~i1~;~~,·~~~t~'.f ~~f ;{) ~' .mb??}::;·
1 

/{~;tr .~···· .. ,!. • ... ······(·~ r'r!'.i!> ( .•. ·· .. ·· ·~i.~ii!-'
1

\~::··· 
\:'~;~~~:~::;'.~:;:\:~.:At 0~:30, the .Battallon wa3 notified 'to furni~h ne.m.e:,: ~'rank, 
·:>:;~:;t'K::/;i:.:•:.:· >"j} _,,_.~.: ... ·: ·• ' :< '".(.~'-~;·,::··'.· · ·:· -.·:-.::· .. · .. ·· ..... {. :;:·, •·· >>\:.:, •::'; 
·."·.~;.;:'and :'.aerial" number ··or .0.f'.fi.cer and·· ·enlisted. party· .for· Shore'. Fire '. .' 

. · .. ·!1~·;·~~.:~-:::·.:./~:,.:" > . ~:. I.,: ·.~ ::.:'; ·, •. • ·\ • .• ..:· '. .1 • " • • • "'.·~: • :-'·.' ' " •... '. ·' ' .... ·, 

:'.(:~~~~:~:~~~-:.~.~~~P·: "!.~-~~: SMrrL J ~~~ o~- ~B 1~ Ba~te~y .. war ~~de~_e_c1 t~._ 
"~:.t'eport .to_ the CP.a.s sooll: e.s physi~all;y possible!_". -He started out, 
i., " . , , . , " I ' . . . 

. ::r~~::~i ;:;~:• .. :1 ;::~~: t~:.~~ j:. ;;:;r;:~t a::i:::i:L:ln ~~O!ID 
::.Wont toi'ward frO.lll Rog!in~µt to~take the place of Lt,.·Nteld. > · 

.. ·>)~\~\\---~Y;r .. \(;;:- :._::_. .... _ : ·:.;-!. "·::·:·~ :· ">:.". :.i1i1 ·- ,· "· ;'."11· J >" : · .. :-. .. · · · : · ; · -~'; ., .... ,· /.· <· .,, •• 

'\t:H()·-:'-'·A.ti'i230 wILLIAMS 'rJ~uestea.it1re o~ a dug in:; Ja.p MG which: ~a~ ... 
t~\~:.:c::,·:__1'.'"''.'.·<>· .:·. ·. :· > · ·i ! -·II · ··. 1:.\ '.;. , . : ... : · .. · .. · .. ~- . :· .. ·_.,. · .. '. _: .... -: . 

. ;;'~ppos~ng t~eir· o.dvanqe. J The gun was Ill.autralized and .tp.e·i ~dvance , 
-'"t \·, -: .. ~ ·,.;/ ··... . . \. I -· :;·. . ·::.:: .. . . .. . . . "'. .. · : ..... ·. · .. ·. . ... 
-;;proceeded~ At 1745\anot'.her concentrat~.on was fired ·on.' enemy · .. 
'.H::'.:: .. ,i .. > .. i' .. :·:'>.···.·::·<I -,~ .,·.·1~; . ··· ·· ..... ,··:,;.:' .. 
::iJ:~~a'~·~;~y::~n.~·on~:)fijBUTFH·j · rraotically_ the ~nt1re

1

afteI'noori was .. 

. /~pe'nt !in. arranging' iitilrough hur plane for. the. dropping .of rationa ::· 

;m~1c~h~r0 urgentl1 ~ee~ed:. het~u. were conipleted an~ ri..tion~ . 

~·~~ff~: .... :,:<1··/li ri·· .· .. \;: :>. ·.· 
·· .;[:;;~;/;Px}sta~di'D.g Orders rci~. our Local Defense were disseminated by.· 
. ·r~J-'.1:·;~-.i\.'f~::.......... ~-·.·. : .. ~. · .. ·, ... 1 1 •• ;. t ·. . . ·. _:·_i · .... .-.!. ~- ·,~· . 

·; (th~';.~a ~t~':H.~n Co~ab er:' to standardize pr13vio~s me'thods and in- . 
J: .".i,;.;·.··:· '·!·, ·:, .. .{''_ .. ''• .,'I• . , . ,. '. ! .·> !;··· • . •.. . . ': \ 
, :?bi'.ir~ _th~:~~estp:>sslbl · · tipoperation l>etween batterie~· when attack~ 

.~;~fa;:;.~;~}.;,:·.·,'.it,.'.l1 u, J~: ·.' >~\. .• . . . 2\; .··. .., . . . 
; L:·~\ i;,?i; VJILLIAMS~ ;met at ff :oppoai tiori all ·day. .~ED ~ORCES killed 
:'·j\·-/:t/{( ;.;'.'.·.:.· ";.,_; · .. : :_' ' .. :·.,,: •' • : ' ,\ ,,~ ,.'· '· .;•..' .::.••I.,·'·.·,.. , ...... • 

.. · fu.i'est.iillat:~r.1;164.Jap· this· date• 'The ant.ire ·advance had been 
;'..~"-~:,'.:.:1::,::::· ··-~r·.-.:··:.~'.:~.: ... ·, _:~ .. ·.I .. ' . >-··:' . , , . ·~:'.,..- ···~,_. '.. ,'. •· ·.; .... 
_:~<through.'Jap .. b~voua.c. f)S.3 estima't'eet 'to be more .'.than! two ba.ttalio_ns ... 

.. ........... _ .... , ........... i ... ·," I· .. ·. ..·".- · ...... ;"; .......... _.~,:· 
w~~LWiS !":s ~§POsedi b;r an estimated t~o comii.~1ea.rllen he .~top~ed. 
· "for ·the night.~·. The "terrain was very, difficult;· jungle was dense< 
. > ·· .. ·.~-::·:·'_:l;·;· .·: .:_:·· .. :·:! .... ·.l .. ·.· ~> ! .. ·.·.:· :··.,' ;" . .. . . . . . ·.. . " ·::···:·· .· . . ... ;.·::.'' .. ·~ ·. 

',:;,:and paths had to be hacked out by ma.chetea, no trails existed at 
... •• •• -. I. ·, . •.• • ·. ·' • • . . • . •• I 

r·:.' .. · .. ·. 
·;:. ~ ·. . . ·. 
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: ... ·. ·. i 

' - . ~ 

.·:··;,,:.·~11 1 . and the. opposition.v1asdescribed as· 11 st1cky".by TED.· .. 
:j 
I . ~ : . ~- ·. 

! 

S AUGUST; 1944 

. , .· 

-: .... ,. 
. ..• ! • . l . . 

Plane. made early contact vii ~ll, each of the forces in ~ega.rd 
··- . . 
. t..o supply -mes~ages. ana. arrangeme'r?-ts' Ylere made ior drops of. µeed-

'01. • I 

· .' eci "rood and equipment •. '~upplies:.had become an u;gent prob~em by 
. ' . . .. \·. ··.·: :'.·:. i .· ·. ·. . . ' -

..... ~b.is_.clay- of adv~.rl.ce.· . ~e~y little. pould be. carried while adv'anc-
1' l ~ 

· ing through the ,heavy j~gle_, :~id ~e.covery of supplies d."t'OIJped in 
. j: .· 1. I 

·in only slightly clearedjidropptng spots wcr~ extremely 6.ifficult, 
(· :H·- . \i, '.I · .. I. : . . . :· . . . 

often .impossible ... Evacuation ;o.f, casualties was already a problem 
. . . • ... :•• ·. t;I i. ·. . . .. .. · .. 

and ~n ·this dat~ it ··was ·~o .bec·8Je ··:~·much m~re severe. oue-.-
·' . :.j. " . .": ,.__·: .. .- ... 
. . ' ii ' "! ·' . 

. . . . t . i; .. r .; . . 
. ·At ·0930~: Lt. lvficheiaon, 'with WILLIAMS FORCE, call"ed . .for fire 

: . ·:. . ·. ~·.. · .. : . . . . ~- ~ . i. . .·/:: . ; ·. 
on.an enemy infantry,:wh~ch hu.~ come up on theirpsri111eterdilr-

. . ... ! ; ~- . !· '. ; ' : . - . . . . 
. ing the night. By t~r nrutr~·!~zation,. e~f'ect. of. e. well placed 

ar_till,ery fire, the· jjt~a~ion:waa able to continue its advance. 

At104~ a :.iafety linl j;wa~· agreed upon ~nd .ordered ma.ter~lized on 

; th~ me.p, by- Lt.Col.1 f'AYLOR, Diverty S-3. This· line was to control 
- i. } . i ' . . - - ' . - . . . .. 

artillery fire betw~ n ;the forces of TED.and BALDY as they .crune 
'! j, :·. . 

. ' • 1 ; · 1; I .. ' . ' _'.• · 

together.. llothing.w s ·to be !'ired Ea.st· 0£ this line without 
' . ; . . . ~ . . ~ . . . . -, 

cl.ea.ranee from the 1 9th or adjustment by '-1 ts obser"1er. · 
. . .· 
.·' .:.·: ; 1: 

At 1130 urgent equest for heavily gua.rcled native train was 
.. ,, 

j. 

received from Col.St .rr, CO of TED FORCES. The worlt o.f these. 

· native ·tr.ains ln the'; AU~A..t'E operation especia~ly iri e~~cua.tion 

·. ·of casue.l ties_ ce.n no!. be pl"ai sed .to highly •. This ;~~4~st was .· . 

. -.for-warded to higher h~adquartera. At 1100 fire was again delivered . . I . . . . .. , . 
I i . · .. 

for BUTCH on enem.y e,stimated to number 75. The Je.ps. were .. driven 

off to the SVJ after suffering casualties. 



: .~ .. 
:•, .... 

:' .. ' :., .··. . ;·; .... . ... ~· . .. . >:'"· ... . 
.. , . . . . . . . . . . ,.·· . . .. ·:f .55: ; . 

. . ,.>At .. :i 736.;·~~~ :.Fo;we.rd obs.~I"V~t -~£· ~~~H'~~aif~d·· for £i;~ '()ri : ·' . 
·. .. . :: ·. :. : · .. · ··.·· . " . .- > ... : . I .: .. <· .. · :.· .. _: .... · .: : . ···'·:·-: . .·· ·. . . :·• .. : ........ 

· • <, ~n enemy supply· route and by-pa,.ss _which he had located ·with a:')./· 
. ,: ·'·.•· .. · .. ·:· · .. :.()·•';· .· .. · ....... ! i.·:.'·: ·:· .. , ..... ' •.. ''_;. .. ' ... · .·."·~;:,,:,;.•,:. 
" '.Point· Patrol~•. Thia was ·.Lt. Wagner,· who has be·en mentioned be~:;>·.· 

... ' . . .·. . . . ' : ~ . ' .· : ... ' . . . . ~: . ' .· . -:-: .1': ' . . ; . . . .\ .. . ·. .. .. 
:_·,· i'ore ~ ·:· A. conoen:trat~on was i'ired:·;on. th:ta e.rea and request _ma.de ·· 

: • • ' ' , , • ." • h • • ';' •· • ·-..···', ·•;:: '. '· .. • •• • { • • I • ' .•• ;•.: ' 

..... to Division Arti~lery ·for authority. ;to interdict it :during the , .. 
',· ~·: .. ·.·.·· .. _.~: .. ·.l:.:~ ~'. .. ·· ~ .. ·.- ·;. ' '·· ::.··· 

'.hi~t:~ prote~t,ive b~rts jJiLot···iti··before dnr~. 'The· .. ·· .. :·. 

' liniSo~ ~l~O~ ~~e pnrt,~oul~tr +t~ ve t~~ date in the hiul~+~n~ . 
. and r~lay of lile~sages. :1 , ;ii; . · . , . .. , ,·> 

. . . . . ... ' ' .... ; ·.]:i . . :!! 'i. ,' . '• .. ' . ' :.:: . 
... · · ·: · ·~u~htil1i ~-r: £0~ .·1~~er1&1otl~;1{ :~a.ti· obtain~d e.n~·:Jonc~ht~~t·i~ri~'. .. '· :i 

:w~~"e ·rired b\'iioO .. b-eto~~·:~!L'.aniJii{ 9.n~ ·b~1he·· ~tt~r·. · · · / \ ·: '. ·: "' · 
. . . ! • ·I . 

' .. ,. . ,·i . . . . . .· : \ I ~·:.r . ::r . . . , . . . . '. . · . ~1 /j A~GUST 194~ . .· . .. . , <·. (, • .... · ' 
· .· . . . ... · rrai,. .··~t\t>f>ir ·was.'. int~1di? t~~ a a me~ tioned on aa.1 bet or~ •. '.it · 
·'"a~·o· the· ~0Fr1ara:bb'.b~k'7J:~- wlth·vi!:tti:~1~~ .r~q~est~d·:rtx>e·:>:on;. e~:emy · :: · 
"~·fvouJct\~a ·513. fbuh~s ·-~~·~e rirea.· ·,Thie :ti~eit· a.na·~~rfe~t1v~ .·_ .. ·;:· .. 

. . . ! . - . . '· . ' ": .I. . ..!. ', l. . : . ·. . ......... '. . " ; .. . . . . _:--... ':. · ... ~ .... : .: . . . ... .>. ;··.. . ~ . .' · . 

. 
1art~~l.e~u ~r~:re_ ·&id~ ~c~.ito ·a.ii6w this batua11ofi ··to 'continue. the . 

· · · . ··; · · · . · ·. ·, ' L·: · · . · ~ · ... ~ ... · . ·· t . .. • • ; . ·. • ... 

· . 'att.0.'cfk: . bi the .fao'~ . b' ·: ~l:ie.t: inlght; have'. b19eri )feriou~. situation•·. : ·> 
' .. · .. The ~ip·a hrad. Itibie:d.·: h::. -~~ the: vttttIAMs\p;~rimet·ar· -~~1~~ ~h~ :ru.~t 
..... ·.:. . _.: .· ····".. .:· . · .. ~ .. ·.'t· .·: '.: !;:·! .. · ,:. ·. > .· .. ~: . ~ ... :.' _.'· .... ; ... · .. :-·· ... :-:· ...... \ ·."· .. ,· .. ·.-:'- .. .':·. '.·.· 

·· ... and· the :situiftlon ··wa: i :cirlt.ioal. a·t day'bN~nk• · At·:·o75$ cofro·eritration 
·. . . . .. . . : . ... . . . :· . ·. ; :: . '. . ·i: '.:_· ·. •· . . ... ·~ : . . . :.- . ·. _:.; .'. ··. . . . .. :. \ . . . . .. : . ...· .. :, .. 
. agai'ri plaee~a. ;on ~·n~·'·' .. ·autJplj by•'pass ·route·• . . A'.t '0810 i\nothe·r , 1:52 
. •, • • : • : • :'i • ' · • · • , ' I • : , ' ... .,._. • -_. ' ·. , '• • ,-_': ·:· \ • • . • , • . , •• ' ' 

rounds 'wef'e r:ti'ed 'oil' uhis. si:une targe_t., whi'ch 'was . on the rou'te .of . 
. . . • . l ' .. · . ·: ' .. · . ·.' ... :.- . \ . . : . ··;> ,; .. ·. .. '•.: .. 
. adv~'rice 'ot ·atiTcli~ · ·.i. ·aUTclI pr'bce~d.ea··ft;:'.via~ ·a.rsc'b~ereci tha.t at·'.-: .. :. 
lea.st ~·5 'to·io ·.raps. ad.:.bee·A··ld.11~~ -~~ .t~o:·~ouh~ii~ni~ns·::m6~'~2:>. 

... .·• .,·t. .1 ,.,.··.· ':• 
. . . • ... . . . . ·, _,.. ·.. . ~ '. •· .. . . . . . . .· . J- . . . . ' ... ·. " .. :t• ~ .. , •.. ; ; ; 

:~a out• .,The l~i'aLt ·nad. ·been .·tlioroughlj shot up. and.<the oountecf' '.: ·:·: 
:aetia· Vi~r·a onit .. thbs~1:··0~·~ .. ~tne· ... traii/·e.~ ~no··~etr6~~:~:~-~-,k~a~·~'tJ:>·· ::.>:·: .. 

· Seiireh 'th9 entl~e ~~~\~°vered by the-.f~~' J i · .. · .. ··· 

. .. . .. r·· : . 
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At 1150 L:was requested fire on enemy ,ma.chine _guns which 

· wore i:mtledie.tely neutralized. :At 1250 a concenti;.ntion was fired 

on enemy iri.rantry. 
. ; .. 

!· 
•· 

I . 
. ,. 

The only form of communicationa continued t_o be through the 
'. 

Cub ~·.plane and the· ple.nes: maintairi.ed. ·a. constant patrol ovor the 
., i ': ... · .. : . . . 

I• .. • .. . . 

TED li10H.CES. Essential small items; were dropped ~uring the day. 
1· 

I I. j" • I 
. I ·• . . 

LEWIS had rough goins a11;day, long, both due to terrain and· 
. . . \; . (, I. . .. . . 

enemy action. i This battalion killed at least 120 Ja.ps on thia 
. . . . ·. ,; ,. : 

. . . ':" . ::! i: . . 

date, ·plus an unes.tima.ted number.destroyed py artillery fire.·· 
• . ' , , -. ~ ! :; '• : ! . t • I t 

BUTCH killed a.~: least·[25,;in on·~: :fmall _e.rea during hi~ advance 
. . . ;. ,1 1:··, . . . 

of this date. . : : 
'·: ·1 

. : 1· ···. .. . . 

. . In the .early a.ftern.oon LEWIS had a premature burst of an 
' . : : . ' i :. . . . . 

8lmm Mortar.and casuaiti~s ahd killed wer.e heavy. This force 
. . . . ~ i ~ ; : . : . . . . ,. . . . . .. . . . . . 

was still far from AFUA and'the-aituation was critical~ In . . . ,. ~ : . . . . . •. 
• I I i' I, . . .•,. 

addition to the wallk~pg ~o~nded, there were 18 litter cases--
. ! !' : 

t~ee very serious_ .. i j~t:. ~745 an urgent request :f"or 10 .~nits of 

blood pl-e.sme. w~s recdived. 'by. the plane, which was .over the force . 

·at th~t time. · The ~Jj~n~) immediately .radioed the battalio~ ·and . . I ·. : . . 
; . 

· plamna was wrapped. dropping and sent forward to the Cub strip. 
. ! ' . : . \ 

· The plane receiv~d t e plasma and C?mpleted the drop in 35 
. . . . i 

of the first call, ~oubtedly_assis:ting minutes from the tim 
\ ... 

in the saving of a n ber of lives. 
" 

' . 
i 

1 TED FORCES were ordered to remain on the Ee.at ·of the 
.! . 

· DRI!-IIUMOR RIVER until LEV'UIS could' close with it •. P~trols were· 
. f . ,'. . . . : ,. i·' . 

sent to contact LEWIS and additional litter bearers; were also , 

dispatched. It was .impos.sible, however to evacu~te' any. of' these 

. ' . 
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..... 

. r casualties on this dat~ • 

.' ,; I ; 
·From the 

. . I " 

149th Field Artillery, 
. . ·: ~ 

the follo~ins were·wounded 
• 

' i ' ... 
· ··on 'this day: 

···.: I. 

. '.· 

Capt~ 
Pfc . 
Pfc 
Pfc 

.. Pvt* 

FRANCIS S McCAIN.:; : . 0·462865 
AU STELL E REID .. , . . . 34402130 
CHARLES E SPIVEY···.·· ':56534775 
JAMES F McDONALD>'. t .36538811 
EDWARD J I OUIMET'l'E.. l 20423555 

L.W.A. 
S. W.A .. 
s·.w .A. 

. L.W.A. 
s .. w .. A. 

: . . i· ... ' . 
Pvt• Ouimette late, died '\as· ~ result of his wounds'{ and all 

others were evaou!l ted 81r1 las;~: .:~o : th~ bat ta,11 on. ' 

'.! :. . ·~ ; f . ' 
'I . · . . : . ! . 

. : . . :.8 AUGUST 1944 
• , . • : ·. ••. • ·• '!. .: . Vi ·. '. ~ i :.'. . ·. . . . .. . . 
. All· ba tta.lions bf TED . FORC~S. 'continued march We st and South-

. . . . .. ··· ... · .. i .:1 .. : i· i ' . . .· ·.· 

.·.·west towards AFUA., t;o ;complete· the closure on the Japs. During the 
. ~ . . . . . ~ ; i .. . .: .. ~ . . 

.. e~t1re •sw~eping envelopiiient of:' the. TED, the BALDY FORCE had also 
• . . i .', I : 

·been tald.ng a heav::v;: ~~oll"' ofj t~e Japa that were being pinched in 
' . . . . . . ' . " .I · .. • I I 

.. ·· .betwe~n the two i'or,c,~s.: The ·general picture seemed to be that 
•. , • • .. . f..: I ' • ~ • ' • 

· · tlle i·~·~1:>s. were l'~ll~J~ b~ck in fro~t <:f TED and at the .same tim~ 
vigorously a.ttacki~J'.BALDY in an ~ffort to break out· of the trap. 

,· .. Undo~bt6il.11 Som~ J~f f ~ect into the vel'y rugged and unexplored 

. mountaina .on the So'1th'. ~lank. Disease w8:s reported to be talt1ng 

a heavy ~oll by thiJ ti.lite, by a prisoner taken by .TED and BALDY. 
I ' • 

li1any prisoners expressed awe at tl;le amount ~nd acchracy of the 
. ! 

i . ",, .. 
artillery f'ire that hey constantly peoe1 ved, .·and 'one officer 

' " . . 

. ,'was said \;o have a:.s ad to 'aee the automatic artillery • 

. ·· .. · 
: . . 
:'. ,· 

.. ' 

" 

During the mor ing our patrol combed an area 75 yards south 

of our position. Several Jap ga.a masks were found--one of' which 
I 
I 

was apparently booby-trapped. 
! . ' 
' I 

At 12SO one· concentration was fired for LE~IS,which killed 



..... ··: ·; . 
.. ~ ..... ' :' ~:- ·:~. . 38 . .~. 

(· ~ total ~!' 10 .Taps counted dead on the ti,·a.1i. · An undetermined · .. 
' 

I'' number' were killed and wounded; off the trail and evidence. exist-
~·~ i 

::·.·.· ~d of .a number having been wounded on the trail. ·By nigh~-fall 
·: ... , .- "· . . . , · .. I . . . .-

. all of. the bat.tu.lions except LEYf.[S had begun· to close in on the 
.. . .. ·.·. . . 

· <DRINIU1,IOR RIVER. 
,. ,,_:, , .. 

LEWIS .was still· :in Vicinity of NIEUMA.!."'l CREEK. 

';·. 

. - . i .\ . . ; ... :. ·,. l . ·' 
"·-A.t about 0145 this korniri~~ ~t; least two roillida of artillery · 

'fire of BAIDY FORCE ARTitLERY .~ell; Vi}ry ~lose to BUTCH.
1 Divisi~n 

·Artillery was -notified and ass~a.nce was given that no more fire 

··would be placed .in this. ~~ea. \:~~~~ver.~ a.t· 0730 BA~Y FORCE . . 
·. :. . . . . ..; ··::! ·.'<:;;·I·. . , .. - - .· .· ·, 

:. ARTILLERY fired a con~en~ration of battery five 'volleys on this 
" · · - . · ;. · ii: · . · : . ': · ': ' I . . . . 
. same area; resulting in death f~r aix .cf .BUTCH'S men and 15 to 

, .• ' ' • I' t.' : '!· ).:: 
20rounded. - Full report -of the· occurrence we.a made to higher · · 

•. - . . . . . . - - ... '. " ; ·1. ··-: . - .; n .. . . -. • . . . - . . 
· hE1adquarters· at once -by all ~oncerned •. Thia fire was placed to· · ., . ·' . . . . . . . . . :i ; ·i . ; :-.; . . . . . . . . . ... 
. the east of the· safety li:ne t.)ver protest ·or. the 149th F.A., and 
-_- . . -'.. . . . .. . ·' .. . , _. : I . ~ , -", ,, .. . ~ ". . 

' was the. same. concentration that had fallen d,a.ngerously near . .. . ' : \.It ,, ' 
BUTCH:.,the preceding ;nttght. 

. ; -1~l ; 
. '; ! ~ '! .. I ' ' 

,. .. ·· · ·. When this artill 'rf:J~ire began to f'all, all of' the men were 
' • . . . . . . ·: ~. '·. j ; ; . . . . . . 

out of their sleeping trerichea and thick~Y. scattered through the 
, I . , . 

battalion· area. At 't e ;b'ui•st of the ti~st. round, TEC 4 DELANO G 
' .. !'; . . . . : . 

. : . . . .. ., . l·' : •. . . 
·,NEAL, 20423309 and CA T~·:vaLLIAM H li'REELAND, 0-326945, both ran 

. . - - .. . . ·, " ( . . "-., .. . . " . . . 

:for the Liaison radio :·:Tee :4 Neal reached the radio first, and . 
~ . . ' . . 

. : . . . 
... _ . ... I 

inunediately began· the call. to· cease fir.ing. Capt• Freeland reach-

•· ·-. ed the. radio and took"up the continuation of :the call. Both of 
' . . . . . . . . 

these men went t~ the.radio with complete disregard ~or their ovm 

. . per.sonal safety, ·when I ~everyone else:: w~s di vfng for a: hole o~ . 
• I • I 

I , ' i . 

protection of some·kibd •. Capt. Freeland was wounded se~erely fn 

the heel, and .has been awarded the Purple Heart. Both Capt Free.land 



and Tec·4·Neal have .been awarded the.Silver Starlvledal·for 

.Gallantry.· 
... .. 

• 1· 

Of' the '149th F•A. the :f'ollowiing were wounded this dat~: 
• • • I ' . 

CAPT .VIILLIAM H FREE!, 0~,ND·:: '· , 0-326945 
Pfc· 1;-ARIOU L. HUYCK · .16148575 
l'vt WILLIE T HEVJIT'.11 

. , • • . , 34530052 
.i . ' .. !. :· 

.L.W.A. 
· s.w.A • 

. . IJ~W .A. 

39 

Pfc Huyck later dith ns a·~~~ult.of the wounds received. 
. . . I . . 

. . . ~· A1J~r~ ~944 !. 

Ii . : 'l;. . . . ' 
All battalions of t;he TED:[FOR.CES except LEWIS crossed to the 

' I • .• <:~• > ' _·;~~' : : '• '.~~ • ' • 
west bank of the .DRINIUl·~?R RIVER, and consclidated and: pat1•olled ·.· . ·:__ :\ ·r:, :· -.. :;<! i: ::- -< ·. ·~ - ~~-. ·: ,.- :· 

to a.wait ·the arrival of Li~tas~·; · µvn:s began the extremely-
. ; ~ . : :· . ' . . 

. .. . .... :11 ·.• . ' . '. -.' . . 
di:f'f'icult march out ,early in.the morning' but was still ~b,out· 

. . . :. . : L . . .. .. . .. 

1000 yards east. of. the river at 1600. The progress vras very slow ·, • •. • ·· ' .: • • . . .· ~: ." r. I ~ i 1 

j 

du~ to man~ walking. ~fun.~ed ja~d the 19 litter cases•". ~t was im;., 

possible. for LEWIS.t;o[re~ch.!the DRINIUMOR that night, but when 
. . . . : l l \ . •'. . . . ! .. 

w.ord was received tb.at a' portable hospi·tal was 'th.ere 1 ~a volunteer 
. . !. H , . . ,.·,,. .. 

pa.trol o~ approxima.t,e;I.y 40 men brought out the three most serious-
. . . . . . :. I ( ·; : . . . . . . . 
ly :wounded during th : night, one of who vraa Pvt Ouimette of the 

· • I .• I 

. . .. . "' i. 
149t°fJ:'.·F. A.... . . • ; 

.I:. 

No fire was del .. · ve~~d during the day. Cub planes were in · 
•, . ;·::. 

ccnste..rit patrol o,1er ·LEWIS to .tran·~~ t. message~ ·and .another d.rop 

of ten units of plasn a was mad~ in. th~ afternoon ..... : 

Plans were ntade to displace to· TADJI PLANTATIOU the next day 

begiru1ing at 0830. 

bring out the heavy 

. .. . 

Tractors were ·to be sent for~iard 
I . 

equipment of the · infantry.. .· , . :. l 
l ..... 1 
I 

to AFUA to 
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: .... 10 AUGUST ·1944 

·.The 152nd Field Artillery Battalion arrived early to relieve 

the 149th F.A. Bn ... and displacement to ·the bivouac area a.t '.I.'ADJI 
I 

was completed.beforcrnon. .Camp was established and no1•mal camp. . . . . 

du tie a begun •. '·. ,. 

;·. l : . . ~ i. 

Me.ny men had skin infection that req:uircd constr·, 
. ~ . .' ~ . \ 

ment and those that had !made the att'.3-ck of week long c. 
. . I ·... . . . . r. . .. ;· : .. 

v;ere in niost cases almo~t unable to wt:>.lk on. their feet. 
~ . . ) ' ; ' . i 

.;· .. "'i 
.. ·;,· ' . ! 

At; the close of ·the: l24th Combat Teams part of the AITAPE 

crunpaig~, 7606 Japs had ·been· killed or found dead; ~nd Prisonero 

of Viar totaled 9 5,. Official credit :for 2,067 Nips is given ~o the 
;. 

' ~ 1 • 

Combat Te~m plus countless others ·killed and. wounded by artillery 
. . . . . t : I . . . . 

. . ·• ' ti • . • 1 
• • • 

·and mortar :fire and dthers .that·_.tho Jo.ps drug o:ff .after they 
.. · ... ·. ~~;;· ~,··~· ... ·. :· . 

v1ere killed ·-0r wou~Cl.ed~.: .. Gopie_s of t~e comendatio~s of General . 
. · . . . . ... ~ I:· .: . . . .. . . : . . . 

IfacARTiiUR, 'General KROEG111t, "General HALL e.nd others e.re attached. 
' . . . ~ . . _~; .. ·,.~ ~ . . . ~ ' . . , . . . . . 

The"·highes.t"prais~ that ;the 149th Fi~ld Artillery ·Battalion re-
. .··. : ......... ~ ..... · ....... ,.,· .·. ~ .. ~. ~: •. :· .. ; .: . . . . . . . - . •.. ~ ... . .... · ' . 

ceived and_.the one·that ·the.battalion appreciated the most, were 
. ' • , " . • '" ~ I ! ·. '. • . °. . '. . . ·: . , , • . . . 

the. ·S_t.a~~~e~t:.·. ~~-.:.~~f· " .. d~~~hb.~y-~ -~n~. i~fantry ·.o~t_ice.rs, who Se.id 

that. ~e. ~~d .. ~i-~~~:.· ~~f~ _e~ery ".p~s-~i~_~e :measu_re __ ·o~ · .s.u~.poI·~ and that 

the.be.tte.lion·was th. "f'tnest,O.rtillery in the U~S.Army." Men of 

the. batt~11on: .c¢>~i~'. .. ot hr:ilp .. bl.it ~e~i ·a. great pride when sic~ and 
. .· .· ....... · I ·.. . ... - . . .. 

wounded ·men· in the ·hospi te.l would ·call you ·over. to their cot and . . . . .. . . I .·: ;· .. ·. . .· . . .- :· 
ask if you _were a member of .the 149th F .A .. · ·When told tho. t you 
. . . ' · •.. c .... · . . '.. •. • : .. · .. . . ,. . ' . . • . . 

were~ they ·trould aay·, "I ·.just \.va.nt. to s~3.l~e your hand. 11 Evei::y 

mel:lber ol' the l24th Combat: Tea.-n · Ylaa ·proud of a job well done. · 

From 10 August until embarkation• fo1~ 1'.lOHO'rAI operation on 



9 ~>o:ptember, 'Gi::1.o ~·.:0.s spent in fixlns up an ELr::-w.,rest, r.r»:hnni:n;.:;, 

repai_r and replc.c2ment of equipment and r.10.1dng of ph~ns .for t!10 

future operation •. Gcnerfl.l Pz:.~;:302·iS vis1.ted thea Co1:ibat rrca.m und 

puid. us cor:ipli:::wnts and deli vereO. conzr•atulatory remarks of 

othars. 

' 
l· . 

.. :During tl~ l"ect per~od an intensive proe;::>fl!'il of shell noclc.-
I 

• ! 18.ce and br~tcelet making: was bes-un by s. ls.rGe percen1~e.g6 o.::· the 
!, . I 
i ·, .. · 
j: : 

·:; battalion. 

·,I 

The battt~lion lost two more Captains ci.uring this poriod: 

Ce.pt. \iJILLIAM B SHEA..1lINGE1i, O-.cl:01157, and Ca.pt GEOHGE H Gii:CLL~ 

0-336396. Capt Sv;carincen vms cve.cuatEid for high blood pros:::uri;: 

and sinus infection, and Gn.pt. C1"ill fer a bad knee. 

Orde1"s were rece~ved arid ;propF-u.,a.tio11.s begun for tho r.:O~l.OTLI 
' 

oper.atioi1. Me.jar JO::EPH J HILL, Bn4 Bxecut1 ... -e Officer vm.s 
. ! ; 

appointed Tranopol"t'. d.uarterma.ster fOl" the Conb~t Team, and sh0rt-

ly af'ter became· T/;,:,M ~or .the entire XI Corp Headquarters and all. 
..l . 

attached troops at A.t.TAFB when the turned over to tllo 

In :preparation for the MOROTAI operation, Capts. HAYES, 

FOVJ1CES, WELLES, and Lt. MOSELEY made maps of the general area 

of the operation as well as maps of specific areas on the 1Dland. 
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Terrain study was :made arid a tall~gt ven to the officers by Capt •. 
. ·i 

Welles, Bn. S-2. F~r. his meritbr'ious achievement, Capt Welles, 
! . 

· was mvarded the Bronze Star Medal\ : . . 
1 '· \. 

The batteries of the battaliOn'were transported to ?1WROTAI; 

b~ LSTa.less the dotachedporsonnel Vlhi~h.travelied·with.the 
• . . . . ; •··. .' :'· '.· •. ·:· ... •.. . ' • • t . • ,. . . 

. iri.fantry ." ~ Prio~ "to embrulka_tion·.::f~~. the actual m~t'ssion a .full 
. . ·. : . . ; '. . . ~ .. · ·,: .. ·.. : . ; ; . 

· sea.le dry-runr.as held at jAITAPE>: ' 
. ! 

.f 



BEADQ.UAR'..CEI{S US. FOttCES 
A\PO ;705 

I. 

• 

11 August 1944 

. . I !", . ·• ,,I 

l. I tul<:e great plbasure :in tra.nsmi tting this message .frou1 
the Commandi.ne; General, $ixth·Army; 

; .. : 
11THE FOLLO'UING MESSAGE. HAS JU'dT BEEN RECEIVED FROM 

GEH.rIB.AL 15ACARTHvH. Quo·rE J:>L}JASE EX!'HESS TO 1l'HE OFFICERS AND 1"1El'J 
OP i:t1HE TASK FUH.GE U'!i: AD!'ilirl.l\.'l'IO.L-i' FOR THE Sl"LENDID CONDUCT Qii'· T:a.E 
CA1'1i.PAIGH EAST OF ArrAPE PD 1rHE Ot'E:RATIONS V·JER.E l'LANNED VJITH Gif.EAT 
SKILL ·cMA WEHE EX.9jUTED 'WITfI ·affcA.T DETE:ftMINATIOilf AND COURAGE AND 
WERE: CRO~'fNED WI'rH GHEA.T SUCCESS END Q.UOTE rr GIVES ME GRE.t'l.T 
PLBASURE TO TRANS!;O:T THIS IirESSAGE AND I WISH TO ADD MY. OWN 
CONGHATUI.J'1!rioNS FO!t A. Dili,J?ICUL'r JOB WELL DONil! 17.q SIGNED K..ltUGERU 

2~ I assure all:office:rsand men that their expected fine 
parfo:r?me.nc~~~ willingness :to accept o. difficult job and dctermln­
a.tion to see .it through,· b.aV:e been appreciated by me .. 

:t 

'3., This fight ,fs preli.'llim1ry to btgger and harder ones to 
come.. _We must all oe: prepa1"'ed in futnrEi ope.rations to accept 
gresi;tei• losses and pr•'ivations. The i'fi.tHclum.at continue and vnly 
pv I!U3h:1}J.f! it to_hl~_i;t_E.2.::;~ can we 11tta.tn maximum success. 

'· 
4. . Th.5.s memox•ui.idum will be communicated to all of'.ficers 

a.."ld enlisted men of the command at the fi1"st opportunity. 

A:,E:IEX 1/1 

/s/ c.·P. Hall 
C.P. HALL 

General, U. s. Army 
Commanding , 



A.':/AR.DS 

AIR l.IEDAL 

. lST L·:r. JOHN J KBhiP .· 
is·r LT.. Ffu\l•fK J ZIHBLIS 

0-1170447 
0-1177706 

I 

SILVkR STAR l1LEDAL 
I ,;; 

. · .. i· 

CAPT.. \'JILLI.8.i1I li FREEIJi.l'fT.J <: · 
TEO ~1 DELANO G NEAL · ·; l 

.. .. 
,• 

' - ' 

0-326745 
20423309. 

BRONZE STA."{ ·MEDAL 

LT .. COL. 
Ml:i,.J. 
CAPT. 
CAPT. 
. 'J:EC 3 

· SG'r. 
'rEC 4 
TEC 5 
PVT 

'ifl EUGENE JONES 
JOSEPH J: HILL i .• 

· BENJAMilf: P WELLES JR 
JOHN L YrHITA"f\1'!R '. 
RALPH E BAF .. EHillli:: 
JOHN A SJ;IITH 1 

CLA.RK A CONGDON 
s·rEWAHT fJ IrTcWILLIAMS 
CHARLE~ ! L .WiXON 

.. 
j· 

'· 1. i . PURPLE HEART 
I 
! ! 

CAPT.. WILLIAM. H ! PRBELAN.D 
CAPT. FHAi~CIS S !McCAIN 
2HD LT~ ROBZfd1 

· lI PO.i'J:i1.LU3 
S/SGT Gii:OhGE S.G:t.rou 
SGT RICH.A.HD Vi IKElllON 
'.fi.!:G 4 JACK D HUirF .. 
CPL JAMi1S F L:tSA 
TEO 5 R. J. MOCI~ 
TEC 5 EUG3NE H.OBIN'SON 
PFC . 'WILLIE 1r I:bl!\"fr~TT 
PFC AUSTELL E!REID . 
p;..,c CHAHLES E J SPIVEY . 
EVT PHILIP J BANYl:.S 
PVT SArifO:-E~L P DARBY 

l 

0-242926 
0-1762.43. 
0-396677 
0-118773 
3765Z022 . 
37106062. 
32492234 
36404352: .. 
204:a3553 

0-326745 
0-462865 
0-1182684 
20423443 
31047896 

·. 38087305. 
.32500995 
34021634 
20423557 
3453oosa · 
34402130' 
36534775 
14202242: 
38511710 

·.' 

; . 



TO • .. 

HE.\D1~U lU ''J: Bl:{ S 
32d DIVI~IOl~ A.HT!LLEKt 

c om.nt endn t 1 on .. 
I (· 

• 

RBM/pod 

APO 32 
17 Aug 44 

. ,,; I . • 

Commanding ~ffice~~- 149th Field Artillery Battalion; 
APO 705 :

1 
:' ~j 

O! t :1. 
'.,'! '"i,"! I 

, . ' : ; . . . ~ • I ~ , - , . ;. . . - . .' . . . 

. · i. Coniinenda.tiona: and e6rigratul.a.tory messages to the 
. Pei~~rncution Covering E'orce. hav;e been received from. Generals .. · 

· .. MacArthur., Krueger and, Hall :-for its performance in aotion · 
throughout the campaign ju.at·: closed~ To these, General Gill, 
in Memorandum No.: 28 dated 12 August 1944, adds .his commeri-
da tions. • · :. · 

. ...; •; i·' ,. 

. 2•· I wish esP,eci~lly to express to you my pride ·and 
commendation £or your: part and the par~ which your·. officers 

• and man played in this· a.c~ion. · · · · .· · 
. . . . . . tl . 

• . : 3 •. ·. The ~kilt~L. ac~uracy and meticulo~s attention to' duty . 
shown by the offi;c~rs, and men or your battalion wa.s outstanding 

. and a credlt_to oµr Ar::n. The efficiency, volume and timeliness 
of the Artillery ·f~res, by breaking up the enemy~s attack 

.formations and_co.u~ing him severe caoualties, greatly contributed 
to. th~ speedy an~ ~uo~essi'ul conclusion of the campaign. . 

ANMEX # 3. 

• •• 1 

! 

/a/ Robert B Mc Bride Jr 
ROBERT B MC BRIDE JR 

:·Brigadier General USA 
. c.ommand1ng ' 

~ . . 

. I 
I 
I 
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