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INTRODUCTION 

The information in all the Summary Unit Histories was compiled by Jack L. Picken of 
Waterloo, Iowa. He is an amateur historian who has made the research and study of 
American combat units in the wars of the twentieth century his life's work. These 
summaries were sent to us as part of his contribution to the establishment of the Camp 
Blanding Museum and Memorial Park of the Second World War. 

Some of the material was extracted from the standard works on US units listed below. 
But there is considerable information contained in these pages that is the result of dogged 
research in original records, especially the detailed information concering unit casualties 
and decorations awarded. The statistics on day to day casualties Mr. Picken has 
researched for most combat units is absolutely unique and available in this form in no other 
source. (His statistics on casualties are more accurate than those available from normal . 
official sources!) 

There are some gaps in the information available and some 11fine tuning" yet to be 
accomplished but eventually we hope to put this material on a computer and publish it in 
a more complete and professional manner. Until then these photocopied compilations will 
meet the immediate needs of all those interested in the incredible history of America's 
soldiers, airmen and marines during the Second World War. 

Robert Hawk 
Department of Military 
Affairs 
St. Augustine, Florida 
1991 

RESOURCES 

Army Almanac (1950) 
Committee on Veterans Affairs; Medal of Honor Recipients 1863-1978 
Fighting Divisions; Kahn, Ely J. and Mclemore, Henry 
Library, US Army Military History Institute, Carlisle Barracks, Pennsylvania 
University of Iowa; Army Divisional Combat Narratives, World War II (Archives) 
Other public and private standard informational sources and institutions were con-

sulted as necessary 
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AMERICAL DIVISION 

Activated--27 May 1942 in New Caledonia 

Returned To United States--21 November 1945 

Inactivated--12 December 1945 

Battle Credi ts, World War II: Guadalcanal Bougainville 
Southern Philippines 

Commanding Generals (During Combat, WW II): 
Maj-Gen Alexander M. Patch 
Brig-Gen Edmund B. Sebree 
Maj-Gen John R. Hodge 
Maj-Gen Robert McClure 
Maj-Gen William H. Arnold 

May-December 1942 
January-May 1943 
May 194 J-A pril 1944 
April--October 1944 
November 1944-Inactivation 

Combat Chronicle: The Americal Division had no number during World War II. 
Bu:t it didn't need one, as it became famous among the Americans, and only too 
well-known to the Japa.nese. 

In early-1942, the Japa.nese were on the ramp1.ge in the southwest Pacific, 
·and Task Force 6814 was rushed first to Australia, and then to New Caledonia, 
where it conducted a defensive mission. There, it prepared for an offensive, 
and was organized into a division. Its first commander, Major-General Alexan
der Patch, would later command the U .s. 7th Army in Europe. The division's 
name was derived from a combination of America and New Caledonia. 

The 164th Infantry Regiment of the Americal was the first Army unit to re
inforce the hard-pressed 1st Marine Division on Guadalcanal, arriving on lJ 
October 1942. It got there in time to see plenty of action, as Japa..nese war
ships and planes continued to bombard the island, especially at night. 

From 2J-26 October 1942, the Japanese launched their heaviest land attacks 
on Guadalcanal, but the 164th Infantry, with the marines, held their ground 
and beat the Japs back in some of the most vicious and desperate fighting of 
the war. The 164th and the marines then counterattacked, 5-11 November 1942, 
and the 164th helped reduce Japanese strongpoints at Koli Point and Gavaga 
Creek. In these actions the 164th had 26 men killed and 52 wounded. Japa.n
ese losses were far greater. 

Then , later on in November 1942 , in bP. tween incessant rains, the l82nd Inf
antry Regiment of the Americal arrived, as did a large iaz-t of the 2nd Marine 
Division. From 18-23 November, a large force of Marine and Army units, in
cluding the l82nd Infantry Regiment, crossed the Matanikau River to try to 
advance toward Kokumbona and the Poha River. But the Japa.nese resisted so 
fiercely and skilfully that the Americans were forced to halt and dig-in. 

In early-December 1942, General Patch took command of all ground forces 
on Guadalcanal, as the 1J2nd Infantry Regiment of the Americal arrived on the 
embattled island, while the lst Marine Division was evacuated for a well-



deserved rest and rehabilitation. 
In January 1943, the 1J2nd Infantry Regiment, in conjunction with the rec

ently arrived 25th Infantry Division, attacked Mt. Austen, and engaged in very 
bitter fighting at the Gifu Strongpoint, 24 December 1942-9 January 1943, when 
it wa.s relieved in line by the 25th Infantry Division, Beginning on 16 January 
1943, the 182nd Infantry p:i.rticipa.ted in the advance along the east coast, and 
on 1 February, the 132nd landed at Verahue , and reached the Tenaru Village by 
9 February 1943. It was on this latter date that organized Japanese resistance 
was declared ended on Guadalcanal. The Americal Division was the only Army 
division to be awarded by the Navy with its Presidential Unit Citation. 365 
men in the Americal made the supreme sacrifice on Guadalcanal. 

The Americal next moved by echelon to the Fiji Islands, 1 March-10 April 
1943. 

In December 1943, the Americal joined in the fight for Bouga.inville. The 
3rd Marine Division, which had initially invaded the island left, while the 
J7th Infantry Division, which had landed in mid-November 1943, stayed on. The 
Americal stayed on Bougainville for nearly a year. It was early in the Ameri
cal' s stay on Bougainville, that it had a. Medal of Honor winner, Staff Sergeant 
Jesse R. Drowley, on JO January 1944. 

S/Sgt Drowley was a squad leader in a platoon whose mission was to remain 
under cover while holding a perimeter defense and acting as a reserve. 

When intense enemy fire prevented aid from reaching three seriously wounded 
men from an assault company, he rushed forward to carry the wounded to cover. 

Then Sgt Drowley discovered a pillbox which was inflicting heavy casualties 
on the Americans. Signalling to the crew of a tank, he climbed to the turret, 
grabbed a subma.chinegun, and directed the tank to within 20 feet of the pill
box, where he received a severe bullet wound in the chest. Refusing medical 
aid, he stayed on the tank, and was again wounded very seriously, losing his 
left eye. N.evertheless, he remained along side the tank until the Jap pillbox 
was completely demolished., and another directly behind it, also destroyed. 
The sergeant's voluntary mission completed, he then returned alone for medical 
treatment. He lived to receive his award. 

In March 1944, the 'tattle on Bougainville erupted with renewed fury. The 
Japanese attacked through the jungle, trekking a.round from Buin. The hardest 
blows fell upon the J7th Infantry Division, but the America.l also saw several 
days of heavy comtat. An enemy attack on 10 March 1944, took the south knob 
of key Hill 260 from the 18Znd Infantry Regiment, and it wasn't recovered un
til the Japs ab!.ndoned it on 15 March. 

In April 1944, the America.l went over to the offensive, pushing east of the 
Mavavia River, and securing several hill masses, There was some heavy fighting 
on 16 April, as the outpost line was extended beyond the Torokina River. 
The Americal continued p:i.trolling in the Torokina, Numa Numa, and Laruma sec
tors until relieved by the Australian Jrd Division on 10 December 1944. 

Then, on 8 January 1945, the America.l sailed for the Philippines, where it 
began cleaning out pockets of remaining Japanese on Leyte and Sama.r. Elements 
of the division also conducted a number of smaller operations in the Visa.yen 
Islands, mopping•up Jap:i.nese on the relatively small i~lands of Biri, Capul, 
Tica.o, and Burias. Then the America.l opened its attack at Villa't:a, on Leyte, 
and completed its encirclement of the Jap:i.nese in the northwest coastal region 
of the island, and mopped-up until 10 March 1945. 

On 26 March 1945, the Americal landed on Cebu, and soon found itself mixed 
up in rough, difficult comtat. After l:attling off of the beaches, the divis
ion reached the city of Cebu. Then, as the soldiers pursued into the hills, 
the Japs poured it on with everything they had, and blew-up an ammunition dump. 
The explosions killed 20 Americans and wounded JO more. The 182nd In fan try 



Regiment fought for Go Chan Hill, 28-29 March 1945 (the latter date being the 
division's bloodiest day in combat), and then tattled to clear some other hills, 
being heavily counterattacked on Bolo Ridge on 1 April. The l,32nd Infantry 
Regiment was counterattacked while approaching Hill 27 on 7 April 1945, but 
took both Hills 20 and 26 by 10 April. The 3rd Battalion, 164th Infantry Reg
iment landed on Bohol on 11 April 1945. There were only JJO Japanese on this 
island, but there were some sharp actions before it was secured by 25 April. 

Meanwhile, ta.ck on Cebu, there wa.s bitter fighting. The Americal fought 
the tattle of Bata.y Ridge, 12-17 April 1945, and suffered heavy casualties. 
Action on Cebu continued until the end of June 1945. The island cost the 
lives of 410 men in the Americal. 

The 164th Infantry landed on southern N.egros, 26 April 1945, and fought for 
the Palimpinon Heights until 28 May. Many Japa.nese were slain near Ba.lasta.las, 
7-12 June 1945. 

Also, elements of the Americal landed on the north coast of Mindanao to act 
as a rearguard for one of the 40th Infantry Division's regiments. 

By 17 June 1945, the Americal was ta.ck on Cebu, where it flushed out remain
ing Japanese stragglers, and trained for the proposed invasion of Japan. 

On 10 September 1945, the Americal Division landed in Ja:pa.n for occu:pa.tion
al duty in the Yokohama area. The men who had started out without a name and 
ended up without a number had really done all right! 

Honors: Congressional.Medals of Honor~l Casualties: 
Distinguished Unit Citations~2 * 
Distinguished Service Crosses--45 
Silver Star 565 

* One to the entire division---Guadalcanal 

The Americal Division served in the Vietnam War. 

Total Battle Deaths-1,259 
Killed In Action~l,075 
Wounded J,J50 
Missing 16 
Captured 1 
Total Casualties---4,442 



1 WWII 

OCTOBER 1942 

15 Oct 1 
18 Oct 111 
20 Oct 11 
25 Oct 11 
26 Oct 111111111 9 
27 Oct 1 

18 

AMERICAL DIVISIC!t 

NOVEMBER 1942 

J Nov 1 
5 Nov 111 
6 Nov 1 
7 Nov 11 

10 Nov 11 
11 Nov 1 
14 Nov 1 
15 Nov 1 
17 Nov 1 
19 Nov 11111 
20 Nov 11111111 8 
21 Nov 11111111111111 14 
22 Nov 11111111111111 14 
2 J Nov 1111111 
24 Nov 11 
25 Nov 111 
26 Nov 11111 
28 Nov 111 
29 Nov 11 
JO Nov 1111 

80 

DECEMBER 1942 

1 Dec l 
2 Dec 11 
7 Dec 1 
8 Dec 1 

10 Dec 1 
19 Dec 11 
20 Dec 111 
21 Dec 111111 
2J Dec 1 
25 Dec 111111 
26 Dec 11 
27 Dec 11 
28 Dec 111 
29 Dec 111 

j+ 

JANUARY 194) 

1 Jan 111 
2 Jan 111111111 9 
J Jan 1111111 
4 Jan 1111 
5 Jan 1111 
6 Jan 1 
7 Jan 1111111 
8 Jan 1111 
9 Jan 1 

10 Jan 1 
12 Jan 1 
14 Jan 11111111 8 
22 Jan 1 
JO Jan 1111 
)1 Jan 11 

57 



2 WWII 

AMERICAL DIVISION 

FEBRUARY 1943 JANUARY 1944 FEBRUARY 1944 MARCH 1944 APRIL 1944 

1 Feb 1 3 Jan 1 6 Feb 1 2 Mar 1 1 Apr 1 
4 Feb 111 8 Jan 1 lJ Feb 1 4 Mar 1 2 Apr 11 
5 Feb 1 12 Jan 11 22 Feb 1 5 Mar 1 4 Apr 11 
7 Feb 11 18 Jan 1 28 Feb 1 7 Mar 1 5 Apr 1 

12 Feb 1 19 Jan 1 4 
8 Mar 11 7 Apr 11111 

14 Feb 1 20 Jan 11 9 Mar 1 8 Apr 1 

9 
23 Jan 11 10 Mar 111111111111 12 14 Apr 1 
26 Jan 11111 11 Mar 1111111 16 Apr 111111111 9 
JO Jan 11111111 8 12 Mar 1111111 17 Apr 1 

2) 13 Mar 11 21 Apr 1 
14 Mar 1111 2) Apr 1 
15 Mar 11 25 Apr 1 
16 Mar 1 26 
17 Mar 11 
18 Mar 1 

MAY 1944 JUNE 1944 JULY 1944 
19 Mar 111 
20 Mar 11111 

2 May 11 5 June 1 8 July 111 23 Mar 11 

2 
7 June 1 24 Mar 1 
9 June 1 25 Mar 1 

) 
26 Mar 11 
29 Mar 11 

SEPTEMBER 1944 OCTOBER 1944 
)0 Mar 11 

NOVEMBER 1944 
AUGUST 1944 6) 

8 Aug 1 24 Sept 1111 1 Oct 1 5 Nov 1 

11 Aug 1 28 Sept 11 2 Oct 1 9 Nov 1 

12 Aug 1 JO Sept 1 J Oct 11 28 Nov 1 

1) Aug 1 7 
15 Oct 1 ) 

17 Aug 1 
26 Oct 111 

20 Aug 1 8 
25 Aug 1 
29 Aug 11 

9 



J WWII 

FEBRUARY 1945 

10 Feb 11 
11 Feb 11 
12 Feb 1 
lJ Feb 1 
14 Feb 11 
15 Feb 1 
16 Feb 1 
17 Feb 11 
18 Feb 11 
20 Feb 1111111111 10 
21 Feb 1111111111 10 
22 Feb 111 
2J Feb 1 
24 Feb 11 
25 Feb 11111 
26 Feb 11 
27 Feb 11 
28 Feb 111111 

55 

MARCH 1945 

1 Mar 11111 
2 Mar 11 
J Mar 1111 
4 Mar 111 
5 Mar 11111 
6 Mar 11 
7 Mar 1111 
8 Mar 111 
9 Mar 1 

10 Mar 111 
11 Mar 11 
12 Mar 1 
20 Mar 1 
26 Mar 11111 

AMERICAL DIVISION 

27 Mar 11 approx. 
28 Mar 11111111 8 4<>*men 
29 Mar 11111111111111111111 20* 
JO Mar 111111111111111 15 
)1 Mar 111111 

92 

APRIL 1945 

1 Apr 111 
2 Apr 11111 
J Apr 111111111 9 
4 Apr 1111 
5 Apr 1111 
6 Apr 1 
7 Apr 1111 
8 Apr 1 
9 Apr 11111 

10 A pr 1111111 
11 Apr 1111 
12 Apr 111111111 9 
1) Apr 111111111 
14 Apr 11111111111111111 17 
15 Apr 11111111111 11 
16 Apr 111 
17 Apr 111 
18 Apr 11111 
19 Apr 1111 
21 Apr 111 
24 Apr 1 
25 Apr 1 
26 Apr 1111 
27 Apr 1 
28 Apr 1 
29 Apr 111111111 9 

128 

MAY 1945 

1 May 1111 
2 May 1 
J May 11 
4 May 111 
5 May 1 
6 May 11 
7 May 1111 
8 May 111 
9 May 111 

10 May 1 
11 May 1 
12 May 1 
1) May 11111111 8 
14 May 1 
15 May 1111 
18 May 1 
19 May 111 
21 May 1 
2) May 1 
24 May 11 
25 May 111 
26 May 11 

51 



4 WWII 

JUNE 1945 

4 June 1 
6 June 1 
8 June 11 
9 June 11 

10 June 11 
12 June 1 
18 June 1 
21 June 1 

11 

AMERICAL DIVISION'S 

AMERICAL DIVISIOO 

JULY 1945 

7 July 1 

1 

*bloodiest day-------29 March 1945 
bloodiest month April 1945 
2nd bloodiest day 14 April 1945 
Jrd bloodiest day JO March 1945 

Total b3.ttle deaths 1,259 
690 are listed=54.6' , KIA-1,075 

AUGUST 1945 

J Aug 1 
25 Aug 1 

2 



26TH INFANTRY DIVISION "Yankee" 

Originally--New England National Guard 

Activated (WW II)~l6 January 1941 

Returned To United States and Inactivated~December 1945 

Battle Credits, World War II: Lorraine-Saar Ardennes 

Days In Combat~210 

Commanding General (During Combat, WW II): 

Rhineland 

Maj-Gen Willard S. Paul August 194J-June 1945 

Central Europe 

Combat Chronicle: The 26th Infantry Division had units like the lo4-th Infantry Regiment 
which could trace their lineage clear ba.ck to even before the Revolutionary War. 

In World War I, the 26th led all other Guard divisions in number of combat decorations, 
and fought near ChB.teau-Thierry, being subjected to brutal gas attacks. The Yankee Divi
sion subsequently fought at Verdun, and also took i:art in the St. Mihiel and Meuse-Argonne 
offensives. Altogether, it had lJ,664 casualties. Coincidentally, its days in combat to
talled 210-the same as in World War II. 

Shortly after the attack on Pearl Harbor, the 26th was ''raided" and many of its more 
experienced men went into the famoua Americal Division which fought on Guadalcanal, on 
Bougainville, and in the Philippines. 

The 26th rebuilt itself and eventually landed in Normandy, on 7 September 1944, but did 
not enter combat until one month later on 7 October 1944. The bulk of the division relie
ved the 4th Armored Division in western Lorraine, and maintained defensive positions. 
Meanwhile, the J28th Infantry Regiment was temporarily attached to the 80th Infantry Div
ision and saw action with this unit between 5-15 October. On 22 October 1944, a limited 
attack was carried out in the Moncourt Woods by the other two regiments of the 26th, and 
this assault resulted in considerable casualties. 

Then, on 8 November 1944, General Patton launched an offensive in very inclement wea
ther to surprise the Germans and, hopefully, drive into the Saar. The 26th attacked with 
three regiments abreast and the Germans offered very determined resistance. The fighting 
was bloody and difficult as the 26th crossed the Seille River, took ChAteau-Salins and 
Moyenvic, and entered Koecking Ridge Forest. It was on the very first day of this Jrd 
Army offensive that the 26th had a Medal of Honor winner, Technician 5th Grade Alfred L. 
Wilson, Medical Detachment, near Bezange la Petite, France, 8 November 1944. 

T/5 Grade Wilson administered aid to men from a compuiy other than his own which was 
under constant artillery fire. He then returned to his own company when a shellburst in
jured a number of its men. While giving first aid, he was seriously wounded, but refused 
to be evacuated. Inspite of great pa.in and loss of blood, he continued to give first aid 
until too weak to stand. Crawling from one patient to another, he continued his work un-



til excessive loss of blood prevented him from moving. He then verbally directed unskill
ed men in giving first aid. He eventually was unable to speak above a whisper, and then 
lapsed into unconsciousness. The effects of his wound later caused his death. 

By his distinguished devotion to duty and his own personal sacrifice, T/5 Grade Wilson 
helped save the lives of at least ten wounded men. 

The 26th kept on advancing against very strong German opposition, and suffering very 
heavy losses. On 19 November 1944, the division was forced to a halt on the Di~uze-Bene
stroff line. The Germans then began slowly withdrawing, and the lo4th Infantry Regiment 
took Marimont, while the )28th Infantry Regiment occupied Dieuze on 20 November, assisted 
by the 4th Armored Division. The 26th advanced rapidly behind the retreating Germans, 
but.on 21 November, p:i.rt of the ld-J.th Infantry was isolated at Albestroff. Flooding, mines, 
and heavy enemy fire compounded the difficulty in enveloping this important crossroads 
town. The )28th Infantry was sent into the attack to assist the lOlst Infantry Regiment, 
and Albestroff was taken on 23 November. However, skillful rearguard actions by the Ger
mans kept the )28th Infantry out of Honskirch until 27 November 1944. The lOlst Infantry 
p:i.rticip:i.ted in the 4th Armored Division's advance east of the Sarre River. The 26th took 
Sarre-Union in house-to-house fighting which lasted until 4 December 1944. 

The 26th regrouped, after reaching the Maginot fortifications, 7 December 1944, and. the 
)28th Infantry Regiment attacked Fort Wittring at dawn, 9 December, and Rederching fell to 
lo4th Infantry Regiment the following day. 

The 26th then crossed the Blies River into Germany, and was now in the Siegfried Line. 
Then, on 13 December 1944, the 26th was relieved by the recently arrived 87th Infantry Div
ision. Since the beginning of the )rd Army offensive from Lorraine-into the Saar, the 26th· 
Infantry Division, among other losses, had, between 8 November-1) December 1944, 840 men 
killed in action or died of wounds. It had been a bloody campaign. 

The 26th returned to Metz for rest and rehabilitation, but this was interrupted a few 
days later by the German counteroffensive in the Ardennes. 

No outfit fought harder in the Battle of the Bulge than the Yankee Division. The 26th 
was one of the first Jrd Army divisions to attack the Germans on their southern flank~ 
in app:i.lling winter conditions. Struggling forward into Luxembourg, the 26th attacked at 
Rambrouch and Grosbous on 22 December 1944. The Germans, camouflaged in white, raked the 
Americans with murderous artillery, mortar, machinegun, and rifle fire. Bea ting back in
tense German counterattacks, the 26th took Arsdorf on Christmas Day after sustaining heavy 
casualties. Then the division attacked toward the Wiltz River, but was forced to withdraw 
in the face of determined German resistance. 

After regrouping, 5-8 January 1945, the 26th forced a small bridgehead near Oberwamp:i.ch, 
across the Wiltz, on 20 January 1945. The 26th continued its advance and took Grumelscheid 
on the next day, and then crossed the Clerf River three days later. By this time, cases 
of frostbite and trench foot were a real problem. The Battle of the Bulge was officially 
declared over on 28 January 1945. The huge battle had cost the 26th 575 men killed in ac
tion or died of wounds, many hundreds more wounded, and numerous men captured. 

The 26th then shifted to the west bank of the Saar River, inside Germany, and maintain
ed defensive positions north of Saarlautern, from 29 January-6 March 1945. No major tatt
les were fought by the division during this period. 

And then, the )rd Army offensive into the Palatinate region of western Germany opened 
on l'.3 March 1945. The lo4th Infantry seized the Prims River bridge at Huettersdorf, 17 
March, while the )28th Infantry cleared Merzig and Haustadt. The 26th was the first )rd 
Army outfit to make contact with a 7th Army unit (6th Armored Division) advancing from the 
south. In between was the German 1st Army, caught in a vise-like trap, and confused Ger
mans were captured by the thousands. 

The 26th crossed the Rhine at Oppenheim, 25-26 March 1945. Advancing northeast, Hanau 
was ta.ken in house-to-house combat by 28 March. The Yankees then pushed through Fulda, 1 
April 194'5, and helped reduce Meiningen on the 5th. Advancing deeper into central Germany, 
in the wake of the 11th Armored Division, the 26th moved through p:i.rt of the ThUringen 
Forest against inconsistent opposition, capturing numerous towns and villages. 

Still under the Jrd Army, the 26th cut a swath southeastward, advancing in the corridor 



between the Danube and the Czech border. The 26th closed to the Ilz River on JO April 
1945, and the 104th Infantry Regiment took positions beyond Hauzenberg, near the Austrian 
border, without resistance. The )28th Infantry Regiment, meanwhile, established a bridge
head across the Ilz, at Strasskirchen. 

Continuing southeast into Austria, the 26th assisted the 11th Armored Division in the 
capture of the city of Linz. Die-ha.rd Germans offered bitter resistance, even though the 
war was almost over, but Linz fell on 4 May 1945. 

The 26th then changed the direction of its attack to the northeast, and was moving 
across the Vltava (Moldau) River in Czechoslovakia, when V-E Day finally arrived on 8 May 
1945. 

The Yankee Division had made heavy sacrifices in blood (as had so many other outfits) 
in being one of the Jrd Army•s most reliable and effective divisions. The 26th returned 
home in December 1945. 

Honors: Congressional Medals of Honor~l 
Distinguished Unit Citations~l 
Distinguished Service Crosses--4J 
Silver Stars 955 

Casualties: Total Battle Deaths--2,1)6 
Killed In Action~l,850 
Wounded 7,886 
Missing 159 
Captured 8o6 
Total Casua.lties~l0,701 



1 WWII 

SEPI'EMBER 1944 

19 Sept 1 
21 Sept 1 
25 Sept 11 

4 

26TH INFANTRY DIVISION "Yankee" 

OCTOBER 1944 

7 Oct 1111 
8 Oct 1111 
9 Oct 1 

11 Oct 111111111 9 
12 Oct 11 
13 Oct 1 
14 Oct l 
15 Oct 1 
16 Oct l 
18 Oct 11 
19 Oct 1 
20 Oct l 
21 Oct l 
22 Oct 11111111111111111111 20 
23 Oct 11111111111111111111 20 
24 Oct 1111 
25 Oct 11 
26 Oct 1111111 
27 Oct 1111 
28 Oct 111 
29 Oct 1111 
JO Oct 11 
Jl Oct 11 

97 

NOVEMBER 1944 

l Nov 1 
2 Nov l 
J Nov 1 
4 Nov l 
5 Nov l 
7 Nov 11 
8 Nov 1111111111111111% 17 
9 Nov llllllllllllllllllllllll 24 

10 Nov 1111111111111111111111 22 
11 Nov 1111111111111111 16 
12 Nov 11111111111111 14 
13 Nov 111111111111111 15 
14 Nov 1111 
15 Nov 111111111111 12 
16 Nov 11111111111111111111111111111111 J2 
17 Nov 111111111111 12 
18 Nov 1111111111111111 16 
19 Nov llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll 4°* 
20 Nov 111111111111 12 approx. 7<>* aen 
21 Nov 111111111111111111111111111111111 JJ 
22 Nov 111111111111111 15 
2) Nov 11111111111111111111111111111111 J2 
24 Nov 1111111111111111111111111 25 
25 Nov 111111111 9 
26 Nov 11111111111111111111111111 26 
27 Nov 11111111111111 14 
28 Nov 1111111111111111111111111 25 
29 Nov 1111111111111111 16 
JO Nov 1111 

442 



2 · WWII 

DECEMBER 1944 
1 Dec 11111111 8 
2 Dec 111111 
J Dec 1 
4 Dec 111111111 9 
5 Dec 1 
6 Dec 111 
7 Dec 1111111111 10 
8 Dec 11111 
9 Dec 111111111 9 

10 Dec 1111 
11 Dec 11 
12 Dec 11111111 8 
lJ Dec 1111 
15 Dec 1 
16 Dec 1 
20 Dec 1 
21 Dec 1 
22 Dec 1111 
2J Dec 1111111 
24 Dec 111111111111 12 
25 Dec 11111111111111 14 
26 Dec 1111111111111111 16 
27 Dec 1111 
28 Dec 11111 
29 Dec 1111111111 10 
JO Dec 1111111111111111111111111 25 
Jl Dec 11111111111111111111111 2J 

194 

26TH INFANTRY DIVISI<li "Yankee" 

JANUARY 1945 

1 Jan 11 
2 Jan 11111111111111 14 
J Jan 1111111111 10 
4 Jan 11111111111111 14 
5 Jan 1111111111 10 
6 Jan 111111111111111 15 
7 Jan 11111111111 11 
8 Jan 1111111111 10 
9 Jan 1111111111 10 

10 Jan 1111111111111111111 19 
11 Jan 111111111111 12 
12 Jan 1111111111111111111111111 25 
lJ Jan 111111 
14 Jan 11111111111111111111111 2J 
15 Jan 11 
17 Jan 111 
18 Jan 111 
19 Jan 11 
20 Jan 111111 
21 Jan 11 
24 Jan 1111 
25 Jan 11111111111111 14 
26 Jan 111 
27 Jan 111 
29 Jan 1 

224 

FEBRUARY 1945 

8 Feb 11 
10 Feb 1 
11 Feb 1 
12 Feb 1 
lJ Feb 111 
14 Feb 111111 
15 Feb 11 
16 Feb 1 
17 Feb 11111111 8 
18 Feb 111 
19 Feb 1111 
20 Feb 11 
22 Feb 111111 
2) Feb 1 
24 Feb 11 
26 Feb 1 
28 Feb 1 

45 
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26TH INFANTRY DIVISION °Yankee" 

MARCH 1945 

1Mar1 
2 Mar 111 
4 Mar 1 
6 Mar 1 

10 Mar 1 
11 Mar 1 
12 Mar 11 
lJ Mar 11111111111111111 17 
14 Mar 111111111111 12 
15 Mar 111111111111111111 18 
16 Mar 11111111 8 
17 Mar 11111 
18 Mar 1111111 
19 Mar 1111 
21 Mar 11 
27 Mar 111111111 9 
28 Mar 1111 
29 Mar 111111 

102 

26TH INFANTRY DIVISIOO 'S 

*bloodiest day·-------19 November 1944 
bloodiest month November 1944 
2nd bloodiest day 21 November 1944 

APRIL 1945 

1 Apr 111111 
2 Apr 1 
J Apr 1 
7 Apr 1 
8 Apr 1 

10 Apr 11 
11 Apr 1111 
17 Apr 1 
18 Apr 11 
25 Apr 1 
JO Apr 11 

22 

Jrd bloodiest day 16 and 2J November 1944 

Total tattle deaths 2,116 
1,140 are listed=5J.fl' KIA~l,892 

MAY 1945 

1 May 1 
4 May 1 
5 May 1 
7 May 1 
9 May 111111 

10 



271'H INFANTRY DIVISION "New York" 

Originally~New York National Guard 

Activated (WW II)~15 October 1940 

Returned To United States-15 December 1945 

Inactivated~Jl December 1945 

Battle Credits, World War II: Makin Atoll Eniwetok 

Commanding Generals (During Combat, WW II): 
Maj-Gen Ralph C. Smith 
Maj-Gen George w. Griner, Jr. 

Saipan Okinawa 

November 1942~June 1944 
June 1944-December 1945 

Combat Chronicle: The 27th Infantry Division first saw action in World War I, in the Somme 
Offensive of 1918, and also in western Belgium. The 27th had 1,442 men killed in action and 
6,892 wounded in that war. 

Before Pearl Harbor, the 27th was commonly known as the "Empire" or "New York" Division, 
having been originally composed of National Guardsmen from "upstate" New York. 

After p:i.trolling the west coast of the United States for a few weeks after Pearl Harbor, 
the 27th sailed for Hawaii, and manned defensive positions on Kauai, Maui, and Hawaii, while 
also conducting training proceedures. 

In November 1943, the 27th earned its first battle star. While the 2nd Marine Division 
stormed into the hell of Tarawa, the 27th's 165th Infantry Regiment and other elements went 
ashore on Makin Atoll, on the main island of Butaritari, somewhat to the north. It was no
where near as l:ad as Tarawa, but bad enough. After three days of fierce fighting, the l65th 
radioed to the task force off shore, "Makin taken." It cost the life of the regimental com
mander and 70 men. The Japanese garrison was wiped out. 

After Makin, the 27th's lo6th Infantry Regiment took the small island of Majuro without 
opposition, and then went on to join the fighting in the Marshalls, in February 1944, seeing 
action on Eniwetok. This island was invaded on 19 February 1944, and the 106th Infantry 
suffered heavy losses on the first day of this assault. Eniwetok was secured after three 
days of furious fighting which included a Japanese counterattack. The lo6th Infantry lost 
close to 100 men. 

The 106th Infantry Regiment returned to Hawaii, to rejoin the rest of the 27th on 13 
April 1944. 

The 27th fought as an entire unit, for the first time, during the capture of Saipan, in 
the Marianas, in June-July 1944. The 2nd and 4th Marine Divisions made the initial assault 
landings on 15 June 1944. The 27th, first held in floating reserve; landed its 165th Infan
try Regiment on the night of 16 June, to support the heavily engaged 4th Marine Division. 
The 105th Infantry Regiment was landed the following day. 

The 165th Infantry, supported by artillery and naval gunfire, cleared Aslito Airfield, 
and its surrounding heights by 18 June 1944. 

The 165th and 105th Infantry then advanced over rugged terrain and attacked Nafutan Point 
on extreme southern Saipan. This area was cleared after about a week of hard fighting, and 
the 106th Infantry landed on Saipan, on 20 June 1944. 

The two marine divisions were having an equally tough time, and so the 27th was placed in 



between the two marine divisions as they battled northward, on 23 June 1944. 
The 27th had the roughest terrain to negotiate, and the Japanese were entrenched in caves 

and concrete fortifications, and offered their usual fanatical resistance. The 106th Infan
try Regiment assaulted Dea.th Valley, while the 165th Infantry Regiment fought on Purple 
Heart Ridge. The l06th Infantry began reducing Hell's Pocket, 28 June 1944, and had clear
ed both Death Valley and Purple Heart Ridge by the 30th. Casualties were very heavy, as the 
terrific battle continued unabated. 

Attacking with all three regiments, the 27th gained positions commanding Tanapag Plain, 
and on 4 July, the 106th Infantry reached the seaplane base at Flores Point. After taking 
the town of Ga.rapan, the 2nd Marine Division was pinched out of the attack, and the 27th 
and the 4th Marine Division continued to battle north with the 27th on the left and the 4th 
on the right. 

And then, on the Tanapag Plain, in the pre-dawn hours of 7 July 1944, the Japanese laun
ched a tremendous Banzai attack, with the heaviest blow falling against the l05th Infantry 
Regiment, 27th Infantry Division. There were over 5,000 Japanese in on the overall assault. 
Many of the Japs were armed only with clubs, swords, or bayonets, and many of them were 
drunk. None seemed afraid to die. 

In some of the most savage fighting of the entire war, the Japs came on wildly, scream
ing obscenities, and were mowed down and blasted by the hundreds. Still, by their sheer 
weight of numbers, size and momentum of their onslaught, and their utter disregard for loss
es, the Japs reached the American lines, and there was wild, terrific hand-to-hand fighting. 
It was in this extremely violent combat that the 27th produced one of its three Medal of 
Honor winners of the war, Lieutenant-Colonel William J. O'Brien, 1st Battalion, l05th Inf
antry Regiment. Lt-Colonel O'Brien had already distinguished himself by his valiant and 
skillful leadership earlier in the battle on Saipan. 

Then, on 7 July 1944, his and another battalion of the 105th Infantry were hit full force 
by the above mentioned onslaught. With vicious, bloody hand-to-hand fighting going on every· 
where, the American lines were pierced by sheer weight of numbers. With many casualties, 
and ammunition running low, Lt-Col O'Brien refused to leave the front lines. Striding up 
and down the lines, he fired at the enemy with a pistol in each hand, and his presence bol
stered the morale of the men, encouraged them in their desperate fight, and sustained them 
in their heroic stand. 

Though seriously wounded, Lt-Col O'Brien refused to be evacuated and, after exhausting 
his pistol ammunition, he manned a .50 caliber machinegun mounted on a jeep, and continued 
firing. When last seen alive, he was standing upright and firing into the Jap hordes that 
were enveloping him. Some time later, his body was found surrounded by dead Japanese. A 
lasting inspiration to his entire battalion, even the whole 27th Division, Lt-Col O'Brien's 
exceptional valor was in keeping with the highest traditions of the U.S. military. 

With the greatest effort the 105th Infantry did everything it could to try to throw the 
remaining Japanese back. But there were just too many of them and, in a mixed-up, wild 
free-for-all, hundreds of the Ja.ps broke through to attack a marine artillery unit to the 
rear. The marines fought valiantly, but they, too, were unable to stop the frenzied enemy, 
as some elements of the 105th were pulled off the island by water. The lunging Japanese 
drive finally spent itself, and lost momentum at a U.S. command post, where cooks, clerks, 
and staff officers stood their ground. 

The terrible battlefield was littered with men from both sides-with the majority of 
them being dead Japanese. Over 4,000 of them were counted on the battlefield. The 105th 
Infantry Regiment lost way over JOO men. The entire 105th Infantry was awarded the Distin
guished Unit Citation for this heroic action. 

As a finale to the overall battle on Saipan, the 165th Infantry then cleared Hara-kiri 
Gulch, suffering very heavy losses on 9 July 1944. Shortly after, the island was declared 
secured, but the 27th remained throughout August 1944, cleaning out isolated pockets of 
Japanese in the hills and cliffs of Saipan. Altogether, the 27th lost 1,053 men on terri
ble Sa.ipa.n! 

The division then sailed to the New Hebrides for rest and rehabilitation. 
On 25 March 1945, the 27th sailed from Espiritu Santo, and arrived on Okinawa, 9 April 



1945, nine days after the initial assault landings by four other divisions, the lst and 
6th Marine a.nd 7th and 96th Infantry. 

On 10 April 1945, the l0.5th, Infantry Regiment assaulted Tsugen Shima., an island off of 
Okinawa, and secured it in moderate to heavy combat by the next day. The l05th rejoined 
the rest of the 27th back on Okinawa, on 13 April. 

On 19 April 194.5, the 27th pirticipated in a general assault on the outer belt of the 
Shuri Line defenses. The Japanese had been treated to a very heavy naval and air bombard
ment, but this had little effect on their well-organized system of cave-tunnel defenses. 

The 27th fought valiantly, but the 106th Infantry was stopped at the Urasoe-Mura Escarp
ment. This area was secured only after the defeat of several Japanese counterattacks, and 
a fierce battle which ended on 23 April. 

Meanwhile, the l0.5th Infantry battled up Kakazu Ridge, in a costly attack which claimed 
many men, as well as 22 tanks. 

The 165th Infantry was committed on 20 April, and became involved in the battle for Item 
Pocket, which lasted until 27 April 194.5. 

The 27th then made efforts to improve its positions, and, after a bitter struggle, took 
Machinato Airfield, on 28 April. But the raging battle continued, and on l May 194.5, the 
27th was relieved by the lst Marine Division. 

After rest and rehabilitation, elements of the 27th landed on Tora Shima, another small 
island near Okinawa, 12 May 194.5. The landing was unopposed. 

Isolated pockets of Japanese were causing sufficient trouble on northern Okinawa, that 
the 27th was next committed there. In a battle that was literally fought in the clouds, 
the division, after over a week of fighting, secured Onna Take Hill, on 2 June 1945. The 
27th continued to mop-up on northern Okinawa, until 4 August 194.5. The 27th lost 711 men 
on Okinawa. 

The 27th left Okinawa, 7 September 194.5, and moved to Japan, pulling occupational duties 
in the Niigata and Fukushima areas. The 27th left for home in December 1945. 

Honors: Congressional Medals of Honor-J 
Distinguished Unit Citations~2 * 
Distinguished Service Crosses--21 
Silver Stars 12 

Ca.sua.ltiess Total Battle Deaths-l,977 
Killed In Action l,.54.5 
Wounded 5,48.5 
Missing 0 
Captured l 
Total Casualties 7,071 

* One to the entire 105th Infantry Regiment-5aipan 

Other 27th Infantry Division Medal of Honor winners in World War II: Killed in action * 
Sgt Thomas A. Baker, * 105th Inf Rgt, 19 June-7 July 1944, on Saipan 
Pfc Alejandro R. Ruiz, l6.5th Inf Rgt, 28 April 194.5, on Okinawa 



1 · WWII 

NOVEMBER 1943 

20 Nov 11111111111 11 
21 Nov 11111111111111 14 
23 Nov 1 
24 Nov 111 
25 Nov 111 

J2 

27I'H INFANTRY DIVISION "New York" 

FEBRUARY 1944 
19 Feb 11111111111111111111111111111 29 
20 Feb 111111 
21 Feb 111111 
22 Feb 1 
2J Feb 111 
26 Feb 1 

46 

JUNE 1944 
6 June 1 
7 June 1 

17 June 1111111 
18 June 1111111 
19 June 111 
20 June 11 
21 June 1111111 
22 June 111111 
23 June 111111111111 12 
24 June 111111111111111 15 
25 June llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll ,,.,. 
26 June 11111111111111111 17 
27 June 111111111111111 15 
28 June 11111111111111111111111111111111111 J5 
29 June 11111111111111111111111 23 
JO June 1111111111111111111111111 2) 

210 



2 

JULY 1944 
1 July 11111111111111111111 20 
2 July 111111111111 12 
J July 111111111 9 
4 July 111111111 9 
5 July 1111111111111 lJ 
6 July 111111 

27I'H INFANTRY DIVISION "New York" 

7 July 111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 
1111111111111111111111111111111111111111 lJ<>*'approx. 240)(men 

8 July 11111111111111111111111111111111 J2 
9 July 111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 75 

10 July 111111111111111 15 
11 July 11111 
12 July 1111 
lJ July 1 
14 July 1 
16 July 11 
17 July 1 
18 July 1111 
19 July 11 
20 July 1 
21 July 11 
22 July 11 
25 July 1 
29 July 1 
JO July 1 
Jl July 11 

J51 

AUGUST 1944 
1 Aug 111 
5 Aug 11 

12 Aug 1 
17 Aug 11 
28 Aug 1 

9 
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27I'H INFANTRY DIVISION "New York" 

APRIL 1945 

J Apr 1 
10 Apr 111 
11 Apr 1111111111 10 
lJ Apr 1 
15 Apr 1 
16 Apr 1 
17 Apr 11111 
18 Apr 11 
19 Apr 1111111111 10 
20 Apr 11111111111 11 
21 Apr 111111111111111111111111111 27 
22 Apr 1111111111111111111111 22 
2) Apr 11111111111111111111111 2) 
24 Apr 11111111111 11 
25 Apr 111111111111111111 18 
26 Apr 111111111111111111111111111 27 
27 Apr 1111111111111111111111111111 28 
28 Apr 1111111111111111111111111111111111111 J7 
29 Apr llllllllllillllllllll 21 
JO Apr 11111111111111111111111111111111111111 J8 

297 

27I'H INFANTRY DIVISION'S 

*bloodiest day-------7 July 1944 
bloodiest month July 1944 
2nd bloodiest day 9 July 1944 
Jrd bloodiest day JO April 1945 

Total tattle deaths 1,977 
1,057 are listed=5J.4% KIA-1,,566 

MAY 1945 
1 May 111111111111111111111111111 27 
2 May 111111111111 12 
J May 111 
4 May 111111111111111111 18 
5 May 11 
6 May 11 
7 May 11 
9 May 11 

10 May 11 
11 May 1111 
lJ May 11 
16 May 1 
17 May 1 
19 May 1111 
20 May 1 
21 May 111 
2J May 111 
26 May 1 
27 May 1 
29 May 1 
JO May 11 

94 

JUNE 1945 

5 June 1 
8 June 11 
9 June 111 

11 June 11 
12 June 11 
13 June 1 
22 June 1 
28 June 1 

lJ 

JULY 1945 

4 July 1 
8 July 1 

16 July 1 
Jl July 11 

5 



28TH INFANTRY DIVISION "Keystone" 

Pennsylvania 

Activated (WW II)-17 February 1941 

Returned To United States-2 August 194.5 

Inactivated-13 December 194.5 

Battle Credits, World War II: Normandy 
Ardennes 

Days In Comtat-196 

Commanding Generals (During Com tat, WW II): 
Maj-Gen Lloyd D • Brown 
Maj-Gen Norman D. Cota 

Northern France Siegfried Line 
Alsace Rhineland 

January 1943-July 1944 
August 1944--Inactiva.tion 

Comtat Chronicle: The 28th Infantry Division, nicknamed the "Bloody Buckets" by the Ger
mans because of the shape and color of its shoulder iatch and its furious assaults, took 
pa.rt in some of the heaviest fighting in World War I. The 28th had 2,16.5 men killed in 
action and another 11,974 more wounded in that conflict. The division is probably best 
noted in World War I for its rescue of the famous "Lost Battalion" of the 77th Division 
in the Meuse-Argonne forest. 

In World War II, the 28th, after training in England and Wales, landed in Normandy on 
22 July 1944. Entering the bitter hedgerow struggle, the 28th was placed in the line in 
between two veterans of D-Day, the 4th and 29th Infantry Divisions. The 28th inched for
ward against desperate opposition. 

It was usually a standard German tactic to hit new divisions as they were committed, and 
casualties were heavy. On 2 August, alone, the 28th sustained 750 casualties. The town of 
Percy fell, and then the lloth Infantry Regiment hammered at Gathemo for 3 days before it 
finally fell with the help of a task force from the 2nd Armored Division. Two days later, 
on 12 August, Brigadier-General James E. Wharton was killed a few hours after assuming com
mand of the division by a sniper's bullet as he visited the command post of the 112th Inf
antry Regiment. He was replaced by Brigadier-General Norman ''Dutch" Cota, who had heroic
ally commanded the 29th Infantry Division on Omaha Beach. 

Gradually, the American offensive in Normandy gained momentum, and the 28th captured 
Sourdeval. After a few days rest, the Bucketeers raced to the Seine River, and helped cap
ture Elbeuf on 25 August. 

After parading down the Champs-Elysees in Paris, 29 August 1944, the proud division con
tinued its sustained drive through northern France and Luxembourg to the Siegfried Line on 
the German frontier. 

At dawn on 14 September 1944, the 28th and five other 1st Army divisions launched an att
ack against the Siegfried Line. But the Germans had had time to man this sector in strength, 
murderous fire met the Americans, and the attack made little headway. It was during this 
period that the 28th had a Medal of Honor winner, Technical Sergeant Francis J. Clark, Com
pany K, 109th Infantry Regiment. 

On 12 September 1944, Company K began fording the Our River near Kalborn, Luxembourg, to 
take some high ground on the opposite lank, which was German soil. Covered by fog, one 



platoon ma.de the opposite shore, but when a second reached the far shore, the Germans 
opened up with withering fire. 

Sgt Clark led this platoon to safety and rescued a wounded soldier. Later, he att
acked an enemy machinegun with grenades and killed two Germans. He roamed the line and 
flanks, killing and wounding an undetermined number of the enemy, scattering German pat
rols, and eventually forcing the withdrawal of an entire company of German soldiers. 

On 17 September 1944, near Sevenig, Germany, Sgt Clark advanced alone against a mach
inegun, killed the gunner, and forced his assistant to flee. The Germans counterattacked 
and Company K suffered heavy casualties. Seeing that two platoons lacked leadership, he 
took over command and moved among the men, giving them encouragement. 

On the 18th, he was wounded, but refused to be evacuated, taking up a position in a 
pillbox as night came. Emerging at daybreak, he killed a German setting up a ma.chinegun 
not more than five yards away. Locating another enemy emplacement, Sgt Clark moved up 
unobserved and disposed of two Germans with rifle fire. Later that day, he volunteered 
to take food and water to members of an isolated platoon. 

Sgt Clark's actions of leadership and heroism were vital in defeating counterattacks 
by formidable enemy forces, and put fighting heart into the hard-pressed men of Company K. 

Fierce fighting continued at the Siegfried Line. On 19 September 19'+4, the 112th Inf
antry Regiment, with the 5th Armored Division, defeated strong German counterattacks ag
ainst the Wallendorf bridgehead. After more fighting, the 28th was given a rest, start
on 9 October 19'+4. Then the Bucketeers were given new orders~to relieve the 9th Infan
try Division, near Schmidt, in the Hiirtgen Forest. 

On 26 October 1944, the 28th slowly marched into the dark, damp, forbidding, evil for
est. It was almost like right out of a German fairy tale~but filled with death. The 
men of the 28th were met by the exhausted veterans of the 9th Division as they staggered 
out of the forest with haunted looks, the faces of men who had seen much dying and misery. 
It was foggy and the men •.s boots sank in the mud. It was cold. There were shellholes, 
splintered trees, damaged vehicles, battered road signs, and destroyed bunkers. And, as 
the men of the 28th soon learned to their horror, the Germans had planted thousands of 
mines of all types. 

On 2 November 1944, the 28th jumped-off into an attack toward the small town of Sch
midt, deep in the forest. Although there was no air support, a heavy artillery bombard
ment preceded the attack. At first, good progress was made in the center, and two vill
ages were taken. Little did the 28th kn.ow that the crack 116th Panzer and 89th Infantry 
Divisions, plus elements of two other German divisions were massing for a very heavy 
assault. 

On 4 November 1944, a tremendous artillery barrage fell upon the 28th, and then the 
Germans surged forward with tanks and infantry. The 28th fought courageously, and over 
the next several days violent fighting caused Vossenack and Schmidt to change hands sev
eral times. But there were just too many Germans, and the 28th lacked enough tanks and 
anti-tank weapons to cope with the huge German assault. The Germans eventually captured 
Schmidt. Royal Tiger tanks thrust the ugly snouts of their guns right up to the windows 
of some of the buildings which some of the Gis were holding. These men had no choice but 
to either give up or be blown to bits. 

In the overall battle the division was forced to pull back the 112th Infantry Regiment 
on 14 November 19'+4 (a p:i.rticularly bloody day), and on the 17th, the llOth Infantry Regi
ment was also forced to withdraw. By 19 November 1944, it was all over, and the 28th had 
lost at least 550 men. 

This action of the 28th in the Hi.irtgen Forest was as bitter as any of the war. The 
division's attack had been smashed, and there were over 6,000 casualties! But it wasn't 
the 28th' s fault. It was a very good, veteran outfit, and its tactical planning had been 
sound. SHAEF (Supreme Headquarters Allied Expeditionary Force) had failed to appreciate 
the strength of the Germans in this region, and should not have sent single divisions in
to the forest, one at a time, to be severely mauled. Several other divisions would yet 
fight in the green hell of the HUrtgenwald, but the 28th' s experience was as bad as any. 
Military experts would later consider the fighting in the Hilrtgen Forest to be the worst 



of any on the Western Front. 
After this extremely bitter, costly experience, the 28th was sent to a supposedly 

quiet sector of the front~the Ardennes. The Bucketeers did get a few weeks of relative 
quiet, but then came the great German counteroffensive~the Battle of the Bulge, beginn
ing on 16 December 1944. 

The heaviest blow fell on the U.S. 8th Corps---a.nd the strung-out 28th was smack in the 
center of it. No less than 9 German divisions were concentrated opposite the 28th's ex
tended sector in the northern portion of Luxembourg. The Allies had never expected the 
Germans to launch a major attack in the rugged Ardennes, and in the middle of winter, and 
the 28th was simply overwhelmed. 

After the terrible experience in the Hiirtgen Forest, it was one of the more unfortunate 
events of the war that the 28th took the brunt of the German onslaught. Although, here 
and there, some men broke and ran, as a whole, the 28th put up a magnificent fight, in
flicted tremendous losses on the Germans, and seriously upset their timetable, allowing 
the lOlst Airborne Division and elements of the 9th and 10th Armored Divisions precious 
time to establish a very formidable defense of the key town of Ba.stogne, a major German 
objective. But the 28th, once again, suffered very heavy losses in men and equipment, 
with 20 December 1944, being an especially costly day. The 28th was 'l:adly shattered as 
remnants of the division fell 'l:ack to the west. Between the Htirtgen Forest del:acle and 
the Ardennes, the 28th suffered over 12,000 casualties~ 

The 28th moved to a defensive position along the Meuse River, from Givet to Verdun, 
where it was reconstituted with replacements. 

Then, after a short rest, the 28th was moved by freight cars south into central Alsace, 
to help eliminate the troublesome Colmar Pocket in late-January 1945. The 28th was one 
of several American divisions sent into this region to help out the French 1st Army. It 
was a very vicious and bloody l:attle fought in deep snow, densely wooded areas, and in 
numerous small towns and villages. 

On l February 1945, the 28th attacked and, in heavy coml:at, reached the sizeable town 
of Colmar the next day, but tanks of the French 5th Armored Division swept i:ast it to 
enter the city first. After mopping-up in Colmar was finished by 3 February, the 28th 
joined French armor blocking the Vosges in the region southwest of Colmar, along the Ill 
and Fecht Rivers. The 28th i:assed through some French infantry and crossed the Rhine
Rh$ne Canal on 6 February 1945. 

The Colmar Pocket was finally erased by 12 February 1945. The 28th lost close to 170 
men in this l:attle, and the entire 109th Infantry Regiment received the French Croix de 
Guerre. 

After this l:attle, the 28th was moved up far to the north in the right flank of the 
U.S. 1st Army, west of the Rhine. 

The 28th relieved the 2nd Infantry Division on 20 February 1945. It seized Schleiden, 
4 March, and began advancing toward the Ahr River on 6 March 1945. The llOth Infantry 
reached Zingsheim, and the 112th Infantry reached Gold'l:ach on the first day of this offen
sive. The 28th advanced to the Ahr River, at Blankenheim, 7 March, and assembled in the 
Nieder Mendig sector for rehabilitation, and the holding of defensive positions along the 
middle Rhine. 

On 13 April 1945, the 28th assumed occui:ational duties in Jlilich, Germany, and on 24 
April 1945, relieved the 36th Infantry Division in the Palatinate area of western Germany. 
The division then took over responsibility for the military government in Hessen and in 
the Saar, as well as the Palatinate, as V-E Day finally came on 8 May 1945. 

- The 28th had taken the worst that the war could throw at it. The 28th was called upon 
to i:articii:ate in some of the most desperate fighting of the war, and never once did it 
fail to add luster to its reputation as a first-class com'l:at unit. 

Honors: Congressional Medals of Honor~l Casualties: Total Battle Deaths~2,873 
Distinguished Unit Citations~l * Killed In Action 2,316 
Distinguished Service Crosses~29 Wounded 9,609 
Silver Stars 35 Missing 84 

Captured 3,953 
Total Casualties 16,762 

* To the entire 112th Infantry Regiment~Battle of the Bulge 



1 · WWII 

JULY 1944 
26 July 1 
28 July 1 
JO July 111 
Jl July 1111111 

1111111 14 

19 

28TH INFANTRY DIVISION "Keystone" 

AUGUST 1944 
. 1 Aug 111111111111111111111111111111 JO 
2 Aug 111111111111111111111111111111 JO 
J Aug 111111111111111111111111111 27 
4 Aug lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll JJ 
5 Aug 111111111111 12 
6 Aug 111111111111111111111111111 27 
7 Aug 111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 45 
8 Aug 11111111111111111111111 2J 
9 Aug lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll JJ 

10 Aug 11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 47 
11 Aug 1111111111111111111111 22 
12 Aug llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll J2 
lJ Aug 111111111111111111 18 
14 Aug 111111 
15 Aug 11111 
16 Aug l 
18 Aug l 
19 Aug 11 
21 Aug 11 
22 Aug 11111 
2J Aug 1 
25 Aug 111 
26 Aug 111 
JO Aug 1 
Jl Aug l 

410 

SEPTEMBER 19'44 

1 Sept 1 
2 Sept 11 
4 Sept 1 
6 Sept 1 
7 Sept 1 
8 Sept 1 
9 Sept 11 

10 Sept 1111 
11 Sept 11 
lJ Sept 111111111111111 15 
14 Sept 11111111111111 14 
15 Sept 1111111111111111111111 22 
16 Sept 1111111111111 lJ 
17 Sept 11111111111111111111111 2J 
18 Sept 11111111111111111 17 
19 Sept 1111111111111111 16 
20 Sept 111111111 9 
21 Sept 1111 
22 Sept 1111111111 10 
2J Sept 111 
24 Sept 1 
26 Sept 11 
27 Sept 11 
28 Sept 1 
29 Sept 1111111111111 1) 
JO Sept 111111 

186 



2 WWII 

OCTOBER 1944 
1 Oct 1111 
2 Oct 111 
J Oct 1111111 
4 Oct 111 
5 Oct 11111 
7 Oct 11 
8 Oct 11 
9 Oct 1 

13 Oct 1 
14 Oct 1 
20 Oct 1 
26 Oct 1 
28 Oct 1 
29 Oct 111111 
Jl Oct 1 

39 

28TH INFANTRY DIVISION "Keystone" 

NOVEMBER 1944 
2 Nov 111111111111111111111111111111 JO 
3 Nov 11111111111111111111 20 
4 Nov 111111111111111111111111 24 
5 Nov lllllllllllllllllllllll 23 
6 Nov lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll J7 
7 Nov 1111111111111 lJ 
8 Nov 11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 80 
9 Nov 11111111111111111111111111 26 

10 Nov 1111111111 10 
11 Nov 111111 
12 Nov 11111 
13 Nov 11111111111111 14 . 
14 Nov lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll 45 
15 Nov 1111 
16 Nov 11 
17 Nov 1111111111 10 
18 Nov 11111111 8 
19 Nov 111111 
20 Nov l 

)64 



J WWII 

DECEMBER 1944 
2 Dec 1 
4 Dec 1 
6 Dec 1 

10 Dec 1 
15 Dec 1 

28TH INFANTRY DIVISION "Keystone" 

16 Dec 11111111111111111111111111111111111 J5 
17 Dec 1111111111111111111111 22 
18 Dec 11111111111111111111111111111111111111 )8 
19 Dec 11111 
20 Dec llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll 9°'* 
21 Dec 111111111111111 15 approx. 16°*men 
22 Dec 11111 
2) Dec 11111 
24 Dec 11 
26 Dec 11 
27 Dec 1 
29 Dec 111111 
JO Dec 1111 
Jl Dec 1 

2)6 



4 WWII 

28TH INFANTRY DIVISION "Keystone" 

JANUARY 19'+5 

1 Jan 1 
2 Jan 11 
J Jan 1 
6 Jan 111 
7 Jan 11111111111 11 
8 Jan 1 

10 Jan 1 
14 Jan 1 
15 Jan 1 
22 Jan 1 
2) Jan 111111111111 12 
24 Jan 1 
27 Jan 11 
28 Jan 1 
29 Jan 1111111111 10 
JO Jan 1111 
Jl Jan 1111111111 10 

6J 

28TH INFANTRY DIVISION 

FEBRUARY 19'+5 

1 Feb 111111111 9 
2 Feb 111111111111111 15 
J Feb 1111111111 10 
4 Feb 111 
5 Feb 111111 
6 Feb 111111 
7 Feb 11 
8 Feb 1 
9 Feb 1 

10 Feb l 
15 Feb l 
16 Feb 1 
21 Feb 1 
22 Feb 1 
2) Feb 1 
26 Feb 111 
27 Feb 1 

6J 

*bloodiest day-------20 December 1944 
bloodiest month August 1944 
2nd bloodiest day 8 November 1944 
)rd bloodiest day 10 August 1944 

Total tattle deaths 2,700 (approximately) 
1,)98 are listed:51.7% KIA~2,JOO (approximately) 

MARCH 19'+5 

· J Mar 1 
4 Mar 111 
5 Mar 1111111 
6 Mar 1 
8 Mar 11 

21 Mar 11 

16 

APRIL 19'+5 

5 Apr 1111 
11 Apr l 
14 Apr 1 
17 Apr 1 

7 



29TH INFANTRY DIVISION "Blue and Gray" 

Originally-Maryland, Pennsylvania, Virginia, District of Columbia National Guard 

Activated (WW II)-'.3 February 1941 

Returned To United Sta.tes-4 January 1946 

!nactiva.ted-17 January 1946 

Ba. t tle Credi ts , World War II: 

Days In Com'l:at~242 

Normandy Brittany 
North-Central Germany 

Commanding General (During Com'l:at, WW. II): 
Maj~en Charles H. Gerhardt 

S iegi'ried Line Rhineland 

July 1943-Inactiva.tion 

Combl.t Chronicle: The 29th Infantry Division has, a.s its shoulder patch, blue and gray 
colors combined in a monad, the Korean symbol for eternal life. The Blue and Gray Division, 
so named because it had men about equally divided from northern and southern states in the 
First World War, had a prominent part in that conflict. It sustained over 6,000 oa.sua.lties 
in the Meuse-Argonne. 

In World War II, the 29th more tha.n lived up to that record, by suffering over 20,000 
casualties! 

From October 1942--early-June 1944, the 29th conducted intensive training in Scotland 
and England. Although untried in coJnbl.t, but well-trained, the 29th wa.s picked to help 
spearhead the D-Day invasion of Normandy on 6 June 1944. Along with the great lst Infantry 
Division, it landed on 01118.ha Beach---and into a hellish storin of artillery, mortar, Jna.chine
gun, and small-a.rms fire from the high ground somewhat inland above the vulnerable beachhead. 

Some of the 11en were hit while still in the water. Others, wounded, swa.Jll weakly until 
their feet touched bottom and then dragged themselves on to the sands. Men who had reached 
the beach unhu..""t found their position on the wide exposed sands more dangerous, and some ran 
'l:ack into the water up to their necks for concealment and cover from the enemy fire. Others 
stayed on the beach, burrowing holes into the shingle and sand until the rising tide engulf
ed them. Ten minutes after the landing ramps d:ropped, Comp>.ny A, ll6th Infantry Regilllent 
wa.s without a.ny officers. 

Meanwhile, Compe..nies E, F, and G fa:::-ed a good deal better. This was greatly due to a 
grass fire along several hundred yards of bluff above the beach set off by naval rockets, 
and which greatly inhibited German ol::servation of the beachhead. Still, the ordeal was any
thing but easy, and the only real solution was to move inland off the beaches, since the Ger
mans had every foot of it zeroed in. 

It was touch and go for awhile, but a highly :f"nsfi-umental force was the 29th' s acting col!'l
ma.nder, Major-General Norman "Dutch" Cota. Cajoling, cursing, encouraging, and rallying his 
•en, he gradually got enough of them together to get off the beaches, which spelled the diff
erence between victo:::-y and defeat. Gradually, the 29th pushed inland, and. there were many 
individual acts of heroism. One such case was that of Technical Sergeant Frank D. Perego:::-y, 



Company K, 116th Infantry Regiment. 
Leading elements of the )rd Batta.lion, 116th Infantry were advancing near Grandcanpe. 

Suddenly, they were halted by deciJnating l'lachine-gun fire irom firmly entrenched German 
forces on the high grouni overlooking the town. After nWllerous attempts to neutra.lize the 
German position by supporting artillery a.nd tank fire ha.d. proved ineffective, T/sgt :Pereg
ory, on his mm initiative, advanced up the hill under withering fire, and worked his way 
to the crest where he discovered a.n entrenchment leading to the ma.in enemy fortifications 
200 yards a.way. Without hesitating, he leaped into the trench a.nd 11oved toward the e111pl.a.ce
ment. Encountering a squad of enemy riflemen, he attacked them with hand grenades and l:e.y
onet, killed 8 and forced 3 more to su...""Tender. 

Continuing along the trench, he singlehandedly forced the surrender of 32 more riflemen, 
captured the ma.chine-gunners, and opened the way for his unit to advance and secure its ob
jective. 

Sgt Peregory was later killed in a subsequent action, a.nd was posthumously a.warded the 
Med.al of Honor. 

No American division in the terrific fighting in Normandy had it tougher than the Fight
ing 29th, and no division suffered greater casualties, which skyrocketed. ~tan a.l.a.rming:ra.te. 

After capturing Isigny, with the a.id of naval gunfire, the 29th cut a.cross the Elle Riv
er and inched slowly and painfully toward St. Lo, fighting bitterly in the hedgerows of 
Normandy. 

These hedgerows had been pl.a.nted centuries earlier by the Norman farmers to help a.s pro
tection from the harsh wind and rs.ins blowing inland from the English Channel. The hed.8e
rows were an extremely dense, fence-like growth of vegetation growing at intervals across 
generally more open terrain, sometimes as little as JO or 40 yards a.:µi.rt. They consisted 
of vines, trees, thick brush, bushes, and other bramble, usually 8 to 10 feet thick, and up 
to 15 feet high. Sometimes, a line of this growth would be on top of several feet of solid, 
built-up earth. Also, these hedgerows might be on either side of a sunken-in rO&d.. 

Against such terrain, the 29th and other 1st Army divisions inched p:i.infully forward. 
Obviously, such countryside offered a. distinct advantage to the defender, and often, a. siaa.11 
group of GerJna.ns, well dug-in and concealed, could hold off a. much larger force of Americ
ans for a. lengthy period of time. Air support was of limited value, since the opposing 
sides were often too close to each other, a.nd so the risk of hitting our own troops. Often, 
the Gis couldn't see beyond the next hedgerow. 

The 29th, slowly inching forward a.gs.inst very tough opposition, bore the brunt of the 
heaviest fighting for the key town of St. Lo. In two days, the 29th sustained 1,000 casual
ties, and the 35th Infantry Division almost a.s many. It was some of the most bitter, irust
ra.ting, and costly fighting that American troops have ever experienced.. One hill on the 
way to St. Lo was very appropriately dubbed. .. Purple Heart Hill." In and a.round. St. L6 were 
two elite German divisions, the Jrd Parachute ani J.52nd Infantry, the latter of which had 
opposed the landings at Omaha. Beach. 

Major Tom Howie, who had distinguished hi~self for gall.a.ntry in the fierce attack on 
this important town, was killed just outside o:f it. He had wanted to lead his men into 
St. LO, and they saw that his wish e&llle true. When St. Lo fina.lly fell on 18 July 1944, 
the 29th's victorious columns included a lone ambulance~containing the flag-draped bo:l.y 
of the Major of St. Lo. 

After St. Lo, the 29th joined in the rattle for Vi.re. The Germans resisted tena.ciou.sly, 
but the town fell on 7 August. 

Altogether, in Normandy the 29th lost some 2,.500 men, had another 8,000 wounded, and a.1-
me>St 200 missing in action: 

After all thiE, turning 200 miles into the western tip of Brittany, the 29th, along with 
the 2nd a.nd 8th Infantry Divisions, the 2nd and 5th Ranger Battalions, and French Forces of 
the Interior, attacked the forti:fied port city of Brest. It was during this fighting that 
the 29th had another Medal of Honor winner, Staff Sergeant Sherwood Hallman, 175th Infantry 
Regiment, at Brest, lJ September 1944. 

Realizing that an important German position must be neutralized without delay, Sgt Hall
JllB.n ordered his squad to cover his movements by fire while he advanced alone to a point 
:from which he could make an assault. 

Without hesitating the sergeant leaped ove= a hedgerow into a sunken road, the central 



point of the Germar. defenses which was known to contain a 1118.chine-gun position and at lea.st 
30 riflemen. 

Fi=ing his carbine and hurling grenades, St)t Ha.ll.ma.n, unassisted., killed or wounded 4 
Germans, then ordered the remainder to Sl.I:Tender. lJnJ11ediately, 12 Germans gave up, and the 
position was shortly secured by the remainder of his comi:any. 

Seeing the su...--Tender of tr.is position, a.bout 75 of the enemy in the vicinity surrendered, 
yielding ~ defensive orga.niza.tion which his entire ba.tta.lion ha.d been unable to take. 

This single act of herois~ resulted in the i.Jruned.iate a.dvance of the entire ba.tta.lion a
bout 2,000 yards to a position fro~ which Fort Keranroux was ta.ken. 

Vt.:ry unfortuna. tely, Sgt Hallman• s award was posthUllloue, for he died of wounds the follow
ing d.a.y. 

In another bitter, lengthy, tedious, and. costly l:a.ttle Brest finally fell after 39 days 
of furious fighting against first-rate German troops, including the 2nd Parachute Division. 
Over JS,000 Germans were ta.ken prisoner, "out it cost the Americans and. French 10,000 casua
lties. The 29th had 624 men killed in action. 

After a rest in the fields of Brittany, the 29th was entrained. clear across northern 
France, through BelgiUD!., and then attacked through the extreme southeast corner of Holl.atxl. 
The division took the cities of Ma.a.str.icht and Kerkra.de, before hitting the Siegfried Line. 

On 29 September 1944, the 29th went into position in the Siegfried Line, relieving the 
mighty 2nd Armored Division between Gangelt and Teveren. The 29th, after l:a.ttling in the 
enclosed hedgerow terrain for so long, soon felt the sharp consciousness of exposure to the 
enemy in the flat terrain of the Rhineland. The region wa.s broken only by draws a.rrl pl.tch
es of woods. And, for the first time, the 29th wa.s in the enemy's homeland. At places 
like Schierwaldenrath, Breberen, and Ha.tterath Woods "!.he Blue and Gray saw some bitter coJ11-
't:8.t against crack German troops. 

Then, there lm.s the so-called fUrious be.ttle for the Aachen Gap in which the 29th fought 
in conjunction with such famous units as the 1st and Jeth Infantry Divisions, and in which 
the Germans mounted repeated vicious counterattacks. The city of Aachen was ta.ken by the 
lst Infantry Division on 21 October 1944. 

On JO October, the 29th was relieved. by the newly arrived 102nd Infantry Division, and 
prepared for the assault to the Roer River. 

The U.S •. 9th Army assault to the Roer, mid-November-into December 1944, wa.s some of the 
:most bitter fighting on the Western Front. Setterich, Sie:rsdorf, Durbosla.r--a.11 towns on 
the way to the Boer that ha.d to be assaulted in furious colll'l:E.t that meant heavy losses for 
the 29th as well as for the Germans. So bitterly did the Germans hang on to Durbosl.a.r, 
that they had to be bla.sted out by a.ir strikes. In Putzdorf, though, the Germans ha.d an 
active concentration of tanks and struck out with the~ right and left in attempting to re
ta.ke Aldenhoven a.nd Niedermerz. Artillery wa.s called upon to break up these attacks. Al
though Aldenhoven was secured, the enemy clung to Nieder11erz throughout 20 November. Art
illery concentrations were required that night, and house clearing by the infantry the next 
day, before the Germans gave in. Around JOO POWs were taken, almost all of theJn frori cella:rs.. 

Almost every day there was at least one large enerny counterattack. On the night of 25-
26 November, the Germans bombed Bourhei.Jn in a prelude to their last fierce attack in that 
area.. 

Meanwhile, tw: miles further north, another hittle raged at Koslar. 2Z November was a. 
day of slow, har-.! fighting in rain and mud. That night a. German counterattack was broken up. 

Next, ca.111e K=..::-chberg. There seemed no end to it for the tired, dirty, 'l::s.ttered men of 
the 29th. But, with the capture of this town, the last sizeable enemy force wa.s finally 
d:::-iven across the Roer. 

Frorr: l October-31 December 1944, the 29th lost over 700 men-killed in action a.nd ciied 
of wounds. 

From 8 December 1944-23 Felrua...ry 1945, the valiant 29th was one of the 9th Army divis
ions which helped hold the line at the Roer River, while the Battle of the Bulge raged fur
ther to the south. 

Finally, the attack across the R oer jumped-off on 23 Fe b:::-uary 1945. Against heavy res
ist.a.nee the assault car:::-ied the 29th th:-ough Jillich, Broich, and lmmerath, and then into 
the te~tile 11!8.nufacturing city of r.onchen-Cl.a.dl:ach by 1 March. Up to this time, this was 
the largest German city taken by the Western Allies, with a population of 200,000 people. 



During March l 94 5, the 29th ::es ted and reha. bili ta ted.. 
In early-Ap:dl, the 116th In:fant:ry Regiment, which had been cited on 01118.ha Bea.ch, va.s 

attached to the 75th Infantry Division to help clear up the northern side of the Ruhr Pock
et. The rest of the 29th advanced. across north-cent:ral Germany toward the Elbe River. 

On 21 April, some resistance wa.s met at G:ral::e.u, but this was quickly overcome. 
The Germans h.a.d brought down some of their divisions from No:rw-~y in a futile attempt to 

bolster their defenses in these closing days of the Third Reich. One of these divisions, 
the 160th Infantry, offered some spirited, though short-lived. resistance near Dannenberg, 
a.s the 29th approached the Elbe. However, by the end of the day, the 24th, over 1,600 pris
oners had been taken. 

The toughest opposition during this adva.nce ca.me from soa.ttered. anti-personnel and. anti
tank minefields, and from mines la.id in the roa.ds. 

By 24 April, the 115th and ll6th Infantry Regiments h&d reached the Elbe, with the 84-th 
Infantry Division to the south, and the British 5th In:fant:ry Division on the north. 

In the meantime, the l75th Infantry Regiment had been detached. to help clear out a stub
born group of Germans in the Klotze Forest. 

During the month of April 1945, the 29th had 55 men killed in action, 140 wounded, and 
2 Men missing. 

After V-E Day, 8 May 1945, the Blue and Gray Division was assigned military government 
duty in the :Bremen area of northwest Germany, along the coa.st. 

The 29th returned. to the United States in January 1946, and was demobilized.. Only 2 
other U.S. Army divisions, the 3rd and. 4th In:fantry, had lost more men than the 29th, a. 
really great division. What a. sacrifice it had made~ 

Honors: Congressional Meda.ls of lionor-2 
Distinguished Unit Citations---25 * 
Distinguished Service Crosses--44 
S i1 ver Sta.rs ;I+ 

Ca.sua.l ties: Total Battle Dea ths...;..q., 824 
Killed In A ction-J, 887 
W Ound.ed 15 t .9+ 1 
Missing '347 
Captured 845 
Total Ca.sua.lties~20,620 

* One each to the ll5th and 116th Infantry Regiments-D-Day, Normandy 



1 WWII 

29TH INFANTRY DIVISION "Blue and Gray" 

JUNE 19'Jl+ 

6 June llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll 
lllliillllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll 

7 June 11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 50 220* approx. 420* men 
8 June 1111111111111111111111111111111111111111 40 
9 June 1111111111111111111111 22 

10 June 1111111111111111111111 22 
11 June 1111111111 10 
12 June 11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 44 
lJ June 1111111111111111111111111111111111 Y+ 
14 June 111111 
1.5 June 11 
16 June 1111111111111111111111111111111111111111 40 
17 June 1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 49 
18 June llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll 80 
19 June 1111111111111111111111111 25 
20 June 111111 
21 June 1111111 
22 June 1111111111111 1) 
2J June 1111 
24 June 1111111111 10 
2.5 June 11111111111111111 17 
26 June 1111111111111111 16 
27 June 111 
28 June 11 
29 June 111111111 9 
JO June 11111111111 11 

{"J2 



2 WWII 

29111 INFANTRY DIVISION "Blue and Gray" 

JULY 19'f4 

1 July 11111111111111111111 20 
2 July 11111111111 11 
J July 1111111 
l~ July 1111 
5 July 1 
6 July 11111111 8 
8 July 11111 
9 July 111 

10 July 1 
11 July llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll 56 
12 July lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll 55 
1) July 11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 53 
14 July 11111111 8 
15 July llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll J8 
16 July 111111111111111111111111111111111111 )6 
17 July llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll 42 
18 July lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll 4) 
19 July 11111111111111111111 20 
20 July 111111 
21 July 11 
2J July 1 
zl~ July 1 
26 July 11 
27 July 111 
28 July 1111 
29 July 1111111111111111 16 
JO July lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll 

111111111111111111111111 85 
Jl July lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll J7 

568 

AUGUST 1941+ 

1 Aug lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll J7 
2 Aug 111111111111111111111111111 27 
J Aug 1111111111111111 16 
4 Aug 111111111111111111111 21 
5 Aug 1111111111111111 16 
6 Aug 1111111111111111 16 
7 Aug lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll J5 
8 Aug lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll J7 
9 Aug 1111111111111111111111 22 

10 Aug 111111111111111111111 21 
11 Aug 11111111111111111 17 
12 Aug 1111111111111111111111111111 28 
lJ Aug 111 
14 Aug 111111111111 12 
15 Aug 111 
16 Aug 11 
17 Aug 1 
24 Aug 1 
25 Aug 11111111111111111111111111111 29 
26 Aug 1111111111111111111111111 25 
27 Aug 111111111111111111111111111111111111 J6 
28 Aug 1111111111111111111111 22 
29 Aug 111111111111111111 18 
JO Aug 1111111111111111111111 22 
Jl Aug 111111111111111 15 

482 



J WWll 

29TH INFANTRY DIVISION "Blue and Gray" 

SEPTEMBER 19'14 

1 Sept 111111111111111111 18 
2 Sept 11111111111 11 
J Sept 1111111111111111111 19 
4 Sept 1111 
5 Sept 111111 
6 Sept 111 
7 Sept 1111111 
8 Sept 111111111 9 
9 Sept 11111111111111111 17 

10 Se pt 11111 
11 Sept 1111 
12 Sept 111111111111111111111111111111 JO 
1) S~pt 111111111111111111111111111111 JO 
JIJ. Sept llllllllllllllllllllllH: 24 
15 Sept 1111111 
16 Sept 1111111111111 lJ 
17 Sept 11111111111111111111111 2J 
18 Sept 11 
19 Sept. 11111 
20 Sept 1111 
21 Sept 1 

2lJ.2 

OCTOBER 1914 
1 Oct 1 
2 Oct 111 
J Oct 1 
4 Oct 1111111111111 lJ 
5 Oct 1111111 
6 Oct 111111 
7 Oct 1111111111 10 
8 Oct 1 
9 Oct 11 

10 Oct 11111 
11 Oct 11 
lJ Oct 111111111111 12 
14 Oct 11111 
15 Oct 1111 
16 Oct 1111 
17 Oct 111 
18 Oct 1111 
19 Oct 11 
20 Oct 1 
21 Oct 1111 
22 Oct 1 
2J Oct 11 
24 Oct 1 
25 Oct 1 
29 Oct 1111111111 10 
JO Oct 11 

107 

NOVEMBER 1944 
1 Nov 1 
2 Nov 1 
6 Nov 1 
7 Nov 1 
9 Nov 1 

lJ Nov 11 
16 Nov 1111111111111111 16 
17 Nov 111111111111111111111111 24 
18 Nov 111111111111111111111111111111111 JJ 
19 Nov 1111111111111 lJ 
20 Nov 1111111111111111111111111111111111111 J7 
21 Nov 11111111111111111111 20 
22 Nov 111111111111111111111 21 
2J Nov 11111111111 11 
24 Nov 1111111111111111 16 
25 Nov 1111111111 10 
26 Nov 111111111111111 15 
27 Nov 111111111 9 
28 Nov 1 

2JJ 



t-1- WWII 

DECEMBER 19'14 

1 Dec 111 
J Dec 111111111111111 15 
lf Dec 111 
5 Dec 11 
6 DP,C 11 
8 Dec 1111111111111111 16 
9 Dl'!C llllll 

10 Dec 1 
l1f Dec 11 
16 Dec 1 
27 Dec 1 
29 Dec 1 
JO Dec 1 

.51+ 

29TH INFANTRY DIVISION "Blue and Gray" 

JANUARY 19'+5 

1 Jan 1 
4 Jan 1 
9 Jan 11 

lJ Jan 1 
22 Jan 1 
25 Jan l 
27 Jan l 
28 Jan l 

9 

FEBRUARY 19'f 5 
21 Feb 111 
22 Feb 11111 
2J Feb lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll JJ 
2lf Feb 11111111111 11 
25 Feb 111111111111111 15 
26 Feb 11 
27 Feb 11 
28 Feb 1111111 

78 

MARCH 19'f5 

1 Mar 11 
2 Mar 1 
J Har 1 
Lt- Mar 1 

11 Mar l 
20 Mar 1 
zt-1- Mar l 

8 



5 WWII 

APRIL 19'+5 

4 Apr 1111 
5 Apr 111 
6 Apr 1 

21 Apr 111111 
22 Apr 111 
2J Apr 11 
24 Apr 1111111111 10 
JO Apr 11 

Jl 

29TH INFANTRY DIVISION'S 

29TH INFANTRY DIVISION "Blue and Gray" 

MAY 1915 
28 May 1 

1 

*bloodiest day-------6 June 19'+4 
bloodiest month June 19'+4 
2nd bloodiest day JO July 1914 
Jrd " " " 18 June 1914 
4th " " " 11 July 1914 
5th II II n 12 July 1914 

Total rattle dea ths------'-t, 7J6 
2,555 are listed=5J.9% KIA~J,870 



JOTH INFANTRY DIVISION "Old Hickory" 

Originally-Tennessee, North and South Carolina National Guard 

Activated (WW II)-16 September 1940 

Returned To United States-19 August 1945 

Ina.ctiva.ted--25 November 1945 

Battle Credits, World War II1 

Days In CoD'l"t:e.t-282 

Normandy 
Ardennes 

Commanding General (During Com"t:e.t, WW II): 
Maj-Gen Leland S. Hobbs 

Northern France-Belgium Siegfried Line 
Rhineland North-Central Germany 

September 1942--September 1945 

Coml.:at Chronicle: The Joth Ini'a.ntry Division, in World War II, arrived in England on 
22 February 19+4, a.nd trained until the first pl.rt of June. 

The Joth entered the fighting in Normandy on 15 June 19+4, D-plus 9, arxi met difficult 
opposition as soon as the lea.ding squads ha.d crept pl.St the line of the railroad leading 
ea.st from Ca.rentan. Among the Joth' s first opponents in the bloody fighting in the hedge
rows were elements of the 275th arxi J.52nd Infantry and 17th SS Panzer Grenadier Divisions. 
When the men were halted by the inevitable burp of a ma.chine-pistol or chatter of a ma.ch
ine-gun from the next hedgerow, German mortar shells seemed to arrive with deadly prompt
ness. The best bet was to keep trying to advance, a. point which "t:e.ttalion commanders drum-
111ed. into their men on which success depended. Enemy counters. ttacks coming when men were 
tired and their ranks depleted, were often more dangerous than when the Americans launched. 
their attacks. 

The last half of June 19+4 was plenty bloody enough for the Joth in the hedgerows of 
Nor111&ndy, but July was the most costly D'lonth of the division's entire fighting in Europe. 
Old Hickory fought some of the best divisions in the entire German Army. Divisions such 
as the era.ck Panzerlehr which ma.de an attack on 13 July, and which for a week the Joth 
m.e.de slow intermittent progress against. In the first seven days of the Vire River area. 
attack, 7-13 July, the Joth lost J,200 officers and men in dead, wounded, and. missing~ 
Then there was the 14th Para.chute Regiment of the German 5th Parachute Division. On 16 
July, the strapping German pu-atroopers appea.red in sa.va.ge countera.ttacks, supported by 
tanks and. l.:acked up by exceptionally heavy artillery fire. The l2oth Infantry Regiment 
ina.ssacred a. bout a com:i:any of the!ll in the open as they crossed its field of fire. There 
was the elite 2nd Panzer Division which, lavishly equipped with tanks and many other types 
of weapons and vehicles, was just as formidable of an opponent as either the Genna.n :i;ara-

' troopers or the SS troops. Against all these formations the Joth more than held its own, 
taking a heavy toll of the eneMy in return for its own high casualties. 

In mid-July 1944, although the Joth didn't a.ctually enter the key town of St. Lo, the 
division played a vital role in the overall tattle, with the town falling to the 29th Inf
antry Division and the llJth Caval..."'J' Group on 18 July. 

Then, after an Allied high-level saturation bombing behind the German lines in which 
some of the bombs accidentally fell in the Joth' s zone and. killed 64 men, an American 
breakthrough was achieved beginning on 2.5 July 1944, and the Joth helped spearhead. it. The 
attack slowly gained in momentu:m and a number of German divisions were very tadly mauled 



in the most bitter combe.t. However, the J weeks of fighting between the assault a.cross 
the Vire and the capture of Tessy had provided a. sustained nightmare of losses. There 
were many cases where, three days after a replacement had reported to the rea.:r echelon, 
he would be stricken off the division roster---evacuated by the clearing station or dead. 

Advancing to the vicinity of Mortain, the Joth relieved the equally gTeat 1st Infantry 
Division on 6 August. The Joth shortly found itself in a very fight for its survival. 

On the very next day, the Germans struck with an unusually strong counterblow with 4 
of their very best divisions~the lst and 2nd SS Panzer and the 2nd and 116th Panzer, 
The object of this attack was to cut through to Avra.nches on the coast and trap a large 
part of General Patton's )rd Army which had already begun moving into Brittany and :fanning 
out to the Loire River. 

On the northern side of the attack the 116th Panzer was contained by the 4th Infantry 
Division. The three other GerJAa.n divisions did well, at first, Numerous U.S. forward. 
:positions were overrun and a ba.ttalion headquarters was surrounded, The 2nd Panzer raced 
to Juvigny, but then came under very heavy artillery fire. The lst SS Panzer was in the 
center of the attack. At the southern end, the 2nd SS Panzer "Das Reich" swept through 
Morta.in and pushed toward St. Hila.ire, but was thwarted by the heroic resistance of the 
Joth Infantry Division. The brunt of the onslaught fell upon the 1st Battalion, 117th 
Infantry Regiment. It threw every man into the line, stelnlled the attack, and was later 
cited. One group of ~en on a high hill were cut-off for 5 days 'tut refused all demands 
to surrender, The J5th Infantry Division and comh!.t commands of the 2nd and )rd Armored 
Divisions were moved into the h!.ttle to help out the ha.rd-pressed Joth, and after a week 
of violent fighting, the Germans gave up the idea and began to withdraw, They never 
threatened to touch the sea again. The Joth lost some l,800 men killed, wounded, captured, 
and missing. The Germans lost over 100 tanks. Their infantry losses were unknown, but 
they were, no doubt, in accordance with their high losses in tanks and other equipment. 

The Old Hickory Division didn't rest long. It took Reuilly, crossed the Seine, and 
drove on through Peronne, Cambrai, Valenciennes, and Tournai, the region of so much heavy 
fighting in :World War I. In September, the Joth continued on eastward. through Belgium, 
and into the Dutch panhandle of extreme southeastern Holland. There had been localized 
opposition, but at best by disorganized groups of Germans lost in the shuffle. It was a 
time of rapid motorized pursuit. However, in southeast Holland, there was some fierce 
action around Va.lkenburg. 

As the Joth reached the Siegf'ried Line in extreme western Germany, resistance stiffened 
a great deal. In fact, the Germans soon contested every ya.rd of ground. 

The assault to era.sh the Siegfried Line began, for the Joth, on 2 October 1944. The 
JOth, in the bitterest type of coml:e..t against the Jrd Panzer Grenadier and elements of the 
ll6th Panzer Divisions, broke through at Pa.lemberg and Rimburg and, by 16 October, had made 
contact with the lst Infantry Division and helped encircle the city of Aachen. Fighting 
alongside the Joth in this vicious battle was the valiant Norwegian-American 99th Infantry 
Battalion. One of the hottest spots in this area was the town of Wurselen where the Ger
mans conducted a series of savage counterattacks. Their artillery was also •uncanny. 
It was in this drawn-out l:e..ttle for Wurselen that the Joth had one of its 6 Medal of Honor 
winners of the war, Staff Sergeant Freeman V. Horner, Company K, ll9th Infantry Regiment, 
16 November ls44. 

S/sgt Horner and other members of his company were attacking Wurselen against stubborn 
resistance, when ma.chine-gun fire from houses on the edge of the town pinned them in flat, 
open terrain 100 yards from their objective. As they lay in the field, enemy artillery 
observers directed fire upon them, causing serious casualties. 

Realizing that the ma.chine-guns must be eliminated in order to permit the company to ad
vance from its precarious position, Sgt Horner voluntarily stood. up with his su"txna.chine-gun 
and rushed into the teeth of concentrated fire, burdened by a hea. vy loa.d of ammunition and 
ham grenades. Just as he reached a position of seeming safety, he was fired on by a ma.ch
ine-gun which had remained silent up to that tilne. He cooly wheeled in his fully exposed 
position while bullets '00.rely missed him and killed two enemy gunners with a single, devas
tating burst. He turned to face the fire of the other 2 ma.chine-guns and, dodging fire as 
he ran, charged the two positions 50 yards away. Demoralized by their inability to hit the 
intrepid infantryman, the enemy alB.ndoned their guns and took cover in the cellar of the 



house they occupied. Sgt Horner busted into the building, hurled 2 grenades down the 
cellAr sta.irs, and called out for the Germans to surrender. Four men gave the111selve1S up. 

By his extra.ordina.ry cou:ra.ge, Sgt Horner eliminated J ene11y ma.chine-gun positions, kill
ed or captured. 7 Germa.ns, &nd cleared. the :pe. th for his compa.ny• s successful assa.ul t on 
Wurselen. 

After a rest period, the Old Hickory took pi.rt in the U.S. 9th Army's assault to the 
Roer River. It adva.nced to the Inde River a.t Altdorf, 28 November 1944, and, fighting on 
the flat Cologne Pl.a.in, did very well and reached the Roer at a total cost of ·~round 225 111en 
killed a.nd l,0.58 wounded. However, units on either side of the JOth, notably the -29th Inf
antry and 2nd Armored Divisions, sustained. very heavy losses in this bt.ttle. After the push 
to the Roer, the JOth received another rest period. But not for long. 

On 17 December 1944, Old Hickory raced to the south into ea.stern Belgium to help stop 
the onrushing Germans • The Battle of the Bulge wa.s on in full fury. 

There then followed. one of the :proudest chapters in the JOth Infa.ntry Division's historyi 
the defeat of the lst SS "Leibstandarte" Panzer Division, "Hitler• s Own.'' This elite and 
ruthlessly fanatical outfit ha.d ma.na.ged to thread its wa.y through weak spots in the American 
lines and for one week was on the rampi..ge~until stopped by the JOth in some of the most 
bitter fighting of the war at a town called Sta.velot. Inspite of the intense cold, the 
young, fanatical SS troopers waded a.cross the icy Ambleve River in an attempt to get a.t the 
Gis. They never ma.de it, and were sla.ughtered in their efforts, although one comparatively 
sma.ll group did manage to establish a small bridgehead on the Americans• side of the river. 
The Germans quickly began an attack from out of this foothold, but the Americans rallied and 
drove them be.ck. One courageous and :rather a.mazing action was that of Sta.ff Sergeant Paul 
L. Bolden, Company I, 120th Infantry Regiment, 2J December 1944. 

When his company was pinned down by heavy automatic and rifle fire from a house 200 yards 
ahead, he voluntarily attacked it. Sgt Bolden and another soldier moved. forward into a hail 
of bullets to eliminate this GerJ11a.n strongpoint. Crawling forward, the pa.ir finally reach
ed the house. Sgt Bolden was under a window, a.nd his comrade across the street where he 
could deliver covering fire. 

In ra.pid succession, Sgt Bolden hurled a fragmentation grenade and a white phosphorus 
grenade into the building. Then, fully realizing he faced tremendous odds, he rushed to 
the door, threw it open, and fired into J5 SS troopers who were trying to reorganize them
selves after the ha.voe wrought by the grena.des. Twenty Germans were killed by his sub-111&ch
ine-gun before he was struck in the shoulder, chest, and stoma.ch by pu-t of a. burst which 
killed the other soldier across the street. 

Sgt Bolden withdrew from the house, waiting for the surviving Germans to come out and 
surrender. When none appeared, he summoned his ebbing strength and, overcoming extre111e 
pa.in, boldly walked 'tack into the house, firing as he went. He had killed. the remaining 
15 enemy soldiers, when his a.mmunition ra.n out! Sgt Bolden survived his wounds to later 
receive the Medal of Honor. 

The 30th took care of its share of the German counteroffensive so effectively that the 
Germans, convinced that no ordinary infantry division could treat them tha.t way, began call
ing it "Roosevelt's SS troops." 

Confident of victory, the SS fanatics had driven themselves almost a.s ruthlessly as they 
ha.d treated the civilians and prisoners whose mutilated bodies lay stiff in the snow near 
Ma.lmedy. Among other losses, the lst SS lost 92 tanks and had 2,.500 men killed. 

The 30th then pa.rticipa. ted in the 1st Army counteroffensive. A pu-ticular tough action 
in this phase of the 'tattle wa.s at Thirimont, ·1}-16 January· 194.5, against the formidable Jrd 
Parachute Division. By 26 January, the JOth ha.d reached a point two miles south of St. Vith, 
before being moved bl.ck to a.n assembly a.rea near Liernewc. 

The last great 'tattle of the winter ca.r.:i:aign, the assault a.cross the Roer, finally began 
during the pre-dawn hours of 2J Fe brua.ry 194 5. It was long overdue. For al.Dlost J months 
American sentries ha.d glared a.cross the river from their outposts on the west tank. 

At 2:45 A.M. on the 23rd, the artillery commenced pounding the Germans in a terrific 45 
' minute barrage. The JOth then crossed. the R oer, some men on a. foot-bridge built by the eng

ineers and some in assault boa.ts. So heavy had been the a....--tillery fire and so rapid the ad
vance of the U.S. infantry, that most of the Germans on the opposite side of the Roer had 
to be dragged. from their cellars. The German J6Jrd Infantry Division was soon finished. as 



a.n effective f~hting force, Wt SOJlle trouble WU provided by the 9th Panzer Division. 
By 6 March 1945, surrounded a.t la.st by f:riendly troops, Old Hickory 111oved. on 't:e.ck to the 
a.rea. where the Belgian-Dutch-German borders 11eet for rest a.nd rehabilitation. The 30th 
had been picked to help spearhead the 9th Army's a.ssault crossing of the Rhine River. 

The a.ssa.ult commenced on the night of 24 March 1945. The 30th a.nd 79th Infantry Divis
ions led the way for the 9th Army, the 30th crossing at Biiderich. Opposition, initially, 
was sporadic since the Germans were ca.ught by surprise. But on 27 March, the 30th ran in
to some fierce resistance put up by the ll6th Panzer Division between Dorsten and Haltern. 

Bypa..ssing along the northern edge of the Ruhr, the 30th continued on eastward into the 
:province of Westpha.li.a, mopping-up pockets of German resistance. Fierce opposition was 
met in a.nd arouni the storybook town of Hamelin in early-April, and the ancient, medieval 
town was bla.sted by artillery fire • 

The 30th then proceeded on ea.stwa.rd, capturing the sizeable town of Hildesheim, ll Ap
ril, a.nd the next day reached the city of Braunschwe~ (Brunswick) where it ran into mod
erate resistance of no lengthy duration. 

The a.dvance continued toward Tanger111iinde, on the Elbe, which the 5th Armored Division 
ha.d already reached. The JOth then turned sharply south through Wolmirstedt, and, with 
the aid of the mighty 2nd Armored Division, cleared the city of Ma.gdeburg in 24 hours. 

During the J weeks between the fall of Ma.gdeburg and V-E Day, 8 May 1945, the Joth cap
tured 7,468 prisoners--a.s ma.ny as it ha.d ta.ken in its first J months of com't:e.t in 1944. 

The Russians had been contacted. at Griinewald, and after a short occupa.tiona.l period, 
the JOth then began leaving for home, arriving on 19 August 1945. 

The 30th Infantry Division in World War II had an unusually M.~h esprit de corps, and 
wa.s one of the finest American divisions of the war. 

Honors: Congressiona.l Medals of Honor--6 
Distinguished Unit Cita.tions~8 
Distinguished Service Crosses~50 
Silver Stars ~. m 

Ca.su.a.lties i Tota.1 Battle Deaths-J,547 
Killed In Action-J,OOJ 
Wounded. 1J,J76 
Missing OJ 
Captured l,164 
Total Casu.a.lties----18,446 

Other JOth Infantry Division Medal of Honor winl'lers in World Wa.r II: Killed in action * 
lst Lt Raymond O. Beaudoin, * ll9th Inf Rgt, 6 April 1945, Ha11elin, Germany 
Sgt Francis s. Currey, 120th In:f' Rgt, 21 December 1944, Mal.m&dy, Belgium 
Pvt Harold G • Kiner, * 11 ?th Inf Rgt, 2 October 1944, near Pa.lem berg, Germany 
S/sgt Jack J. Pendleton, * 120th Inf Rgt, 12 October 1944, Ba.rdenberg, Germany 



1 WWII 

JC7.I'H INFANTRY DIVISION "Old Hickory" 

JUNE 1944 
15 June 111111111111111111111111111 27 
16 June 11 
17 June 11 
18 June 11111 
19 June 111 
20 June 1111 
21 June 1 
22 June 111 
2) June 1 
24 June 1 
25 June 1 
26 June 1 
27 June 1 
29 June 1 

5) 

JULY lcjl4 

2 July 11 
4 July 111 
6 July 1 
7 July 1111111111111111111111111 25 
8 July 1111111111111111111111 22 
9 July lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll )7 

10 July 1111111111111111111111111 25 
11 July 11111111111111111111111111111111111111 )8 
12 July 1111111111111111111111111111111111111 J7 
1) July 1111111111111111111111111111111 Jl 
14 July 11111111111111111111111 2) 
15 July 11111111111111111111111 2J 
16 July 1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 4J 
17 July 111111111111111111111111 2lf 
18 July 111111111111111111 18 
19 July 1111111111111 1) 
20 July 1111111 
21 July 11111111 8 
22 July 1111111 
2J July 111 
24 July 111111111111111 15 
25 July 111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 48 
26 July 11111111111111111111111111111111111111111 41 
27 July 111111111111111111111111111111111 JJ 
28 July 11111111111111111111111111 26 
29 July 11111111111111111111111 2J 
JO July 111111111111111111111111111 27 
Jl July 111111111111111111111111111111111111 )6 

6)9 



2 WWll 

AUGUST 19"f4 

1 Aug 1111111111111111111111 22 
2 Aug 111111111 9 
J Aug 1111111 
l} Aug 111111 
5 Aug 11111 

JOTH INFANTRY DIVISION "Old Hickory" 

6 Aug 1111111111 10 
7 Aug llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll 60* 
8 Aug lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll J5 approx. 
9 Aug 111111111111111111111111 24 llOJtmen 

10 Aug llllllllllllllllllllllllll 26 
11 Aug 111111111111111111 18 
12 Aug 1111111111111 lJ 
lJ Aug 111111111 9 
14 Aug 1111111 
15 Aug 1111 
16 Aug 1111111 
17 Aug 111 
18 Aug 11111111 8 
19 Aug 1 
21 Aug 1111111 
22 Aug 111111111 9 
2J Aug 11111111 8 
24 Aug 1 
25 Aug 1 
27 Aug 111111111111 12 
28 Aug 1111111111111111111111 22 
29 Aug 111111111111111111111 21 
JO Aug 1 
Jl Aug 1111 

J60 

SEPTEMBER 19f4 

1 Sept 1111 
2 Sept l 
5 Sept 1 

10 Sept 11 
12 Sept 1111 
1) Sept 111111 
14 Sept 111 
15 Sept 11 
16 Sept 111111 
17 Sept 11 
18 Sept 11111 
19 Sept 1111111111 10 
20 Sept 111111 
24 Sept 1 
27 Sept l 
JO Sept 1 

55 



J WWII 

OCTOBER 19'14 

2 Oct lllllllllllllllllllli 21 
J Oct 1111111111111111 16 
4 Oct lllllllllllllllllllilllll 25 
5 Oct 111111111 9 
6 Oct 1111111111111 lJ 
7 Oct 111 
8 Oct 111111111111111111111 21 
9 Oct 111111111 9 

10 Oct 1111111 
11 Oct 11111111 8 
12 Oct lllllllllllli lJ 
lJ Oct 11 
14 Oct 1111 
15 Oct 111 
16 Oct 1111111111111111111 19 
17 Oct 11111111 8 
18 Oct 1111111 
19 Oct 111 
20 Oct 11111 
21 Oct 11 
22 Oct 11 
2J Oct 1 
21-f Oct 11 
26 Oct 1 
27 Oct 1 
28 Oct 111 
29 Oct 1111 
Jl Oct 11 

2ll~ 

JCYI'H INFANTRY DIVISION "Old Hickory" 

NOVEMBER 1944 
. J Nov 1 

4 Nov 1 
5 Nov 1 
7 Nov 1 
8 Nov 11 
9 Nov 1 

11 Nov 1111 
12 Nov 11 
16 Nov 111111111111111 15 
17 Nov 1111111111 10 
18 Nov 11111 
19 Nov 111111111 9 
20 Nov 1111111 
21 Nov 1111111 
22 Nov 11111111111 11 
2J Nov 111111111111 12 
24 Nov 11111111 8 
25 Nov 1 
26 Nov 11111 
27 Nov 1111111111111 lJ 
28 NOV 1111111 
JO Nov 1 

124 



JCJfH INFANTRY DIVISION "Old Hickory" 

DECEMBER 19'.J4 

1 Dec 1 
2 Dec 1 
5 Dec 1 
9 Dec 11 

14 Dec 1 
17 Dec 1 
18 Dec 1 
19 Dec 111111111111111 15 
20 Dec 11111 
21 Dec 111111111111111111111111111 27 
22 Dec llllll 
2) Dec llll 
24 Dec 11111111 8 
25 Dec 11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 50 
26 Dec 11 
28 Dec 1 
29 Dec 11 
JO Dec 1 
Jl Dec ll 

lJl 

JANUARY 1~5 

2 Jan 1 
J Jan 1 
7 Jan 1 

'n Jan 1 
12 Jan 1 
lJ Jan 111111111111111111111111111111111111 J6 
14 Jan 1111111111111111111111111 25 
15 Jan 1111111111111111111111111111 28 
16 Jan 11111111111111111 17 
17 Jan 111 
18 Jan 11 
19 Jan 1111111111 10 
20 Jan 111111 
21 Jan 111111111 9 
22 Jan 1 
2J Jan 1111 
24 Jan 1 
26 Jan 1 
28 Jan 11 

150 



5 W'llII 

JaI'H INFANTRY DIVISION "Old Hickory" 

FEBRUARY 1945 
8 Feb 1 

10 Feb 1 
14 Feb 1 
19 Feb 1111 
22 Feb 1 
2J Feb 111111111111111111111111 24 
24 Feb 1111111111111 lJ 
25 Feb 111111111111 12 
26 Feb 111 
27 Feb 11111111111111111111 20 
28 Feb 11 

82 

3arn INFANTRY DIV IS ION ts 

MARCH 1945 
1 Mar 111 
2 Mar 1 
9 Mar 1 

10 Mar 1 
lJ Mar 1 
15 Mar 1 
18 Mar 1 
2J Mar 11 
24 Mar 111111111111111111 18 
25 Mar 1111111111111111 16 
26 Mar 111111111111111111 18 
27 Mar 1111 
28 Mar 111 
29 Mar 1 
Jl Mar_l 

72 

*bloodiest day-------7 August 19'-!4 
bloodiest month July 1944 
2nd bloodiest day 25 December 1944 
Jrd " " " 25 July 19'14 
4th " " " 16 July 1944 
5th " " " 26 July 1944 

Total rattle deaths-----J,.525 
l,9JJ are listed=.51J.~ KIA~2,992 

APRIL 1945 
2 Apr 1111 
J Apr 11111111111 11 
4 Apr 11 
6 Apr UH. 
8 Apr 11 

.11 Apr 1 
12 Apr 11111 
lJ Apr 1111 -
14 A pr 111111 
15 Apr 11 
17 Apr 11111 
18 Apr 1111 
19 Apr 1 
29 Apr 1 

.52 

MAY 1945 
J May 1 

1 



·• 

JlST INFANTRY DIVISION "Dixie" 

Originally-Alal:a111a, Florida, Louisiana, Mississippi Na tiooal Guard 

Activated (WW II)~25 November 19'+0 

Returned To United States~l2 December 19'+5 

Inactivated~2l December 19'+5 

Battle Credi ts , World War II : Northern New Guinea 

Commanding Generals (During Combat, WW II): 

Morotai Mindanao 

Maj-Gen John C. Persons 
Maj-Gen Clarence A. Martin 

November 19'+0--September 1944 
September 1944~Inactivation 

Coml:e.t Chronicle: The 31st Infantry Division, as is obviously indicated, consisted 
of a great many men from the deep south, but long before the war was over it also 
had many men in its ranks from northern states. Differences about the Civil War and 
sometimes resulting fist-fights were long resolved and forgotten by the time the div
ision got ready to go overseas. The Jlst, after rigorous training at various camps 
in the United States, including Camp Blanding, Florida, left the Hampton Roads, Vir
ginia, port of embarkation on l2 March 1944. 

The Jlst arrived in Oro Bay, New Guinea, on 24 April 1944, and engaged in amphib
ious training prior to entering com1:at. 

The Jlst's l24th Infantry Regiment caught a heavy assignment for its first action. 
It was sent into the operation around Aitape, northern New Guinea, and had a major 
pu-t in breaking the Ca.ck of the bypassed Japanese 18th Army, as it attempted to 'tat
tle its way across the Driniumor River. Jl July 1944, was the Jlst's bloodiest day 
in this fighting, and losses were fairly heavy. Fighting continued on into early
August, with the l24th accounting for some J,000 Japanese. 

Meanwhile, the l55th and l67th Infantry Regiments took pa.rt in the Wakde-Sarmi 
operation, further west on the northern New Guinea coast, relieving the 6th Infantry 
Division. Action was much lighter, but still, the two regiments accounted for more 
than l,000 Japanese while on the Maffin Bay perimeter, which guarded a 5th Ai:r Force 
airstrip. 

On 15 September 1944, the Jlst landed on the island of Morotai, while the 1st Mar
ine and 8lst Infantry Divisions assaulted the Palau Islands, further to the north. 
Despite a treacherous landing beach, in which even bulldozers sank in the muck, the 
Dixies quickly secured a beachhead against light resistance, and seized Pitoe Airdrome. 
This action cut-off 20,000 Japanese troops on the larger island of Halmahera, just to 
the south. 

For seven months the Jlst ma.intained a perimeter defense for the 13th Air Force. 
Comp:!..nies lived in outposts for weeks at a time, supplied by l::arge and plane. Men 
spent their nights on guard in pillboxes, and :i;:a.trols probed continuously into the 
mountainous jungle for any Japanese driven into the interior of the island. In seven 
months on Morotai, the Jlst killed several thousand Japanese. During the occupation 



of Morotai, elements of the division seized Mapia and the Asia Islands to find that 
the Japanese had already evacuated from these places. 

Then, on 22 April 1945, the Jlst, in conjunction with the 24th Infantry Division, 
landed on the southern side of the large island of Mindanao, in the southern Philipp
ines. Moving up along the Sayre Highway and along the Ki'l:awe-Talomo Trail, the Jlst 
fought the Japanese in head-high cogon grass and in deep rain forests, through knee
deep mud and torrential rains. The Japanese withdrew into the interior and, as the 
24th Division headed east toward the city of Davao, the Jlst advanced northward, deep
er into the wild region of central Mindanao. The Japanese resisted stubbornly, but 
were defeated in a firefight at Misinsma.n on 1 May. 

The Jlst's bloodiest 'l:attle came when it met the Japs below the Maramag Airstrip. 
Here, the fanatical enemy had dug-in beneath great tree roots. On 6-7 May 1945, two 
'l:attalion-sized attacks by the Americans were repulsed with heavy casualties. In 
fact, 6 May 1945, was the Jlst's bloodiest day in com'l:at of the war. However, after 
a few days, the Americans, supported by strong artillery fire, overran the enemy pos
itions, and by 12 May, the Japanese had been routed from Colgan Woods. An enemy coun
terattack was defeated, and the 155th Infantry Regiment then took over the point of 
march. The 155th surprised a large group of Japanese sunning themselves along a stream. 
In a quick attack the regiment wiped out all 96 of them while losing just one man. 

The advance along the Ta.lomo Trail was checked on 16 May 1945, but then continued 
by the 167th Infantry Regiment. 

The Jlst continued on northward against deteriorating resistance ~y the Japanese 
JOth Division. The l55th Infantry took the Japanese supply ease at Malay'l:a.lay, 21 
May, and Kalasungay the next day. On 2J May 1945, the Jlst contacted the l08th Infan
try Regiment, 40th Infantry Division which had landed on the northern coast of Mindan
ao and advanced southward. The Jlst then continued in dangerous mopping-up operations. 
The division got its one Medal of Honor winner of the war, Corporal Harry R. Harr, 
Company D, 124th Infantry Regiment, near Maglamin, Mindanao, 5 June 1945. 

When an enemy grenade landed in the midst of a group of men, including himself, he 
realized that under the circwnstances he couldn't safely throw the unexploded missile. 
Corporal Harr covered the grenade with his body, smothering the blast, and heroically 
saving the lives of several of his fellow-soldiers at the cost of his own. 

The Jlst was commended by Lt General Robert L. Eichelberger, commanding the U.S. 
8th Army, for its performance on Mindanao. 

With the aid of large Filipino guerrilla units, the Jlst continued mopping-up oper
ations in the Agusan River sector along both the Ki'l:awe-Talomo Trail and the Sayre High
way, from Malay'l:a.lay to Valencia, until the end of the war on 14 August 1945. Follow
ing the Ja:i:anese surrender, the Jlst concentrated on accepting their capitulation on 
Mindanao. The Jlst returned home in December 1945. 

Honors: Congressional Medals of Honor~l 
Distinguished Unit Citations~J 
Distinguished Service Crosses~? 
Silver Stars~~~~~~~~-178 

Casualties: Total Battle Deaths---418 
Killed In Action )42 
~ounded l,J92 
Missing 0 
Captured l 
Total Casualties~l,7JJ 



JULY 19'1-'+ 

lJ July 11 
14 July 111 
15 July 11 
16 July 111 
17 July 1 
19 July 11 
20 July 11 
21 July 111 
22 July 11111 
29 July 1111 
Jl July 111111111 9 

J6 

NOVEMBER 19't4 

l'+ Nov 1 
16 NOV 1111111 
17 Nov 1 

9 

JlST INFANTRY DIVISION "Dixie" 

AUGUST 1944 
J Aug 1111 
4 Aug 1 
.5 Aug 11111 
6 Aug 11 
7 Aug 1 
8 Aug 11111 

11 Aug 1 
lJ Aug 1 
18 Aug 11 
29 Aug 1111 

26 

DECEMBER 1944 
1 Dec 1 
4 Dec 1 

10 Dec 1 
14 Dec 1 
15 Dec 1 
18 Dec 1 
26 Dec 1 

7 

SEPTEMBER 1944 
6 Sept 1 

16 Sept 11 
17 Sept 1 
18 Sept 1 
22 Sept 111 
2J Sept 1 

9 

JANUARY 191-5 

6 Jan 11 
17 Jan 1 
18 Jan 1 
27 Jan 11 

6 

OCTOBER 19'!4 

7 Oct 1 
8 Oct 1 

17 Oct 1 
18 Oct 1 
25 Oct 1 

.5 

APRIL 191-.5 

26 Apr 111111111 9 
27 Apr 1 

10 



2 WWII 

JlST INFANTRY DIVISION "Dixie" 

MAY 19'+5 
1 May 1 
6 May 111111111111111111111111111111 JO* 
7 May 1111 approx. 
8 May 1 6°*1nen 
9 May 1 

10 May 1 
11 May 11111 
15 May 11 
17 May 1 
20 May 11 
21 May 11 
22 May 1 
2) May 1 
25 May 1 
27 May 11 
29 May 1 
JO May 11 

58 

JlST INFANTRY DIVISION'S 

*bloodiest day-------6 May 1945 
bloodiest month ay 1945 

JUNE 194.5 
1 June 1 
2 June 11111 
J June 1 
4 June 1 
5 June llllH 
6 June 1 
7 June 1 
8 June 1 
9 June 1 

12 June 1 
lJ June 1 
16 June 11 
17 June 11 
18 June 1 
19 June 11 
20 June 1 
22 June 111111 
25 June 11 
26 June 11 
27 June 11 
28 June 111 

4J 

2nd bloodiAst day Jl July 1941+ and 26 April 1945 
Jrd bloodiest day 16 November 1944 

Total tattle deaths 18 
211} are listed=51.t( KIA-J'+2 

JULY 1945 
22 July 1 

1 

AUGUST 19'f.5 

J Aug 1 
9 Aug 1 

11 Aug 1 
16 Aug 1 

4 



J2ND INFANTRY DIVISION "Red Arrow0 

Originally-Michigan-Wisconsin National Guard 

Activated (WW II)-15 October 1940 

Inactivated-28 February 1946 in Japan 

Battle Credits, World War II: Papua Northern New Guinea 

Commanding Generals (During Combat, WW II): 

Leyte Luzon 

Maj-Gen Edwin F. Harding 
Maj-Gen William H. Gill 

March 1942-January 1943 
February 194J-Inactivation 

Combat Chronicle: The )2nd Infantry Di vision, the "Red Arrow", earned another nickname in 
World War I. It was given to the division by the French-"Les Terribles", when the )2nd 
won 4 battle stars, and was the first American division to crack the Hindenburg Line. The 
)2nd had 2,250 men killed in action, and 11,011 more wounded in that war. 

In World War II, the J2nd left the San Francisco port of embarkation on 22 April 1942. 
Landing in Adelaide, South Australia, it trained there, and then moved to a camp just out
side of Brisbane, Queensland. 

Most of the )2nd was rushed to southeast New Guinea (Papua), by air in mid-September 
1942, when Japanese forces attempted to complete the crossing of the Owen Stanley Mountains, 
and threatened the vital Allied base at Port Moresby. At this time, fighting was also rag
ing on Guadalcanal, as the Japanese tried simultaneously to take both the Solomon Islands 
and New Guinea, in preparation for an assault on Australia. 

Fighting along the Goldie River, to protect the Australians' right flank, the )2nd for
ced the Japanese back along the Kokoda Trail, and helped stop the enemy threat to Port More
sby. The rest of the J2nd was joined on 15 November 1942, by the 2nd Battalion, l26th Inf
antry Regiment, which had trekked over the mountain range in 49 agonizing days. 

Few .ordeals in the war can compare with what the J2nd went through to capture the Japan
ese stronghold at Buna, on the southeast coast of New Guinea. Buna was a miserable plant
ation area surrounded by stinking swamps, swollen rivers, and the jungle. In it the Japan
ese had built-up a series of interlocking defense positions, mostly bunkers, and they res
isted with the utmost tenacity. New to combat, the )2nd had not only to fight the swamps, 
jungle, diseases, and the Japanese, but its own inexperience, as well. Large-scale maneuv
ers were impossible-positions of the opposing sides were often less than 50 yards apart, 
and snipers were everywhere. Men fought knee-deep in swamp water, and worse, the Americans 
and Australians lacked equipment, enough weapons and ammunition, and enough food. C-rations 
were luxuries to be dreamt about. Worst of all, however, was the climate. 

In this hot and humid jungle, flooded by torrential rains, every kind of fever and dis
ease flourished. There was malaria, dengue fever, and tropical dysentary. Men's bodies 
were covered by tropical ulcers. The dead decomposed quickly and added to the stench of the 
swamps, and the Japanese carried gas masks against the intolerable odor. Entire American 
companies were fever-ridden. 

The battle for the Buna beachhead had commenced on 19 November 1942. In heavy fighting 



the Duropa. Plantation was assaulted on 26 November 1942. 
The bitter fighting continued unabated throughout December 1942, with .5 December 1942, 

being one of the )2nd's bloodiest days of the war. The 127th Infantry Regiment moved up to 
Dobodura, and seized evacuated Buna Village, 14 December 1942, after heavy fighting in the 
plantation and Simemi Creek bunker area. 

The battle for Buna Mission began on 24 December 1942. After very difficult and stren
uous combat, elements of the )2nd were eventually able to break through on a narrow front 
to the sea. Figuring prominently in this success was a German-born Sergeant Hermann Bott
cher, who, by his outstanding bravery, leadership, skill as a soldier, and repeated volun
teering for hazardous assignments, helped make this event possible. He was later killed on 
Leyte. Sergeant Bottcher left behind a lot of good friends. 

Also, figuring greatly in this success to split the Japanese beachhead was Sergeant Ken
neth E. Gruennert, Company L, 127th Infantry Regiment, 24 December 1942. 

On this day Sgt Gruennert was second in command of a platoon with the mission of driving 
through the Japanese lines to the beach 600 yards ahead, when within 150 yards of the ob
jective, the platoon encountered two enemy pillboxes. Sgt Gruennert advanced alone against 
the first one, and put it out of action with grenades and rifle fire, killing 3 Japanese. 
Seriously wounded in the shoulder, he bandaged his wound under cover of the pillbox, refus
ing to withdraw to the aid station and leave his men. 

With great daring, and under extremely heavy fire, he then attacked the second pillbox. 
As he neared it he threw grenades which forced the enemy out where they were easy targets 
for his platoon. But before his men could reach him, he was killed by a Jap sniper. 

Sgt Gruennert's inspiring valor cleared the way for his platoon which was the first to 
attain the beach in this successful effort to split the enemy positions. His actions were 
in the highest traditions of the U.S. military. Sgt Gruennert was posthumously awarded the 
Medal of Honor. 

This action had a great deal to do with breaking the backbone of the Japanese defenses 
at Buna. One enemy bunker was destroyed, and then another, as the Japanese were compressed 
into an ever smaller area. The 32nd finally took Buna Mission on 2 January 1943, and, with 
the fall of Sanananda on 22 January 1943, the campaign was officially over. 

Like Guadalcanal, this early campa.ign in Papua, New Guinea, proved that the Japanese 
could be soundly beaten in jungle warfare and, as well, removed the threat of a Japanese 
invasion of Australia. The 32nd lost 530 men in the Pa.puan campaign. 

The )2nd then returned to Australia for badly needed rest and rehabilitation. 
Nearly a year later, on 2 January 1944, the 126th Infantry Regiment of the 32nd went 

back into action at Saidor, on the eastern coast of New Guinea. The 126th was joined by the 
128th Infantry Regiment on 19 January 1944. This move was to block Japanese troops who were 
retreating further north away from Australian forces, and these two regiments inflicted sev
ere losses upon them. A junction was made with the Australians on 10 February 1944, and 
this operation was completed by mid-April 1944. 

By 4 May 1944, a large pa.rt of the )2nd had landed on the northern New Guinea coast, at 
Aitape. Slight initial enemy resistance in this region eventually gave way to sustained 
Japanese action along the Driniumor River. On 5 June 1944, the 127th Infantry Regiment took 
the ridge north of Afua. 

The )2nd attacked to drive the Japanese back a.cross the Drindarai, and especially heavy 
fighting occurred on 11, 22, and 29 July 1944. Until mid-August 1944, fighting continued 
by the )2nd and several other U.S. outfits. These were the ll2th Cavalry Regiment and large 
contingents of the 31st and 4Jrd Infantry Divisions. The Japanese 18th Army tried desper
ately to get pa.st Aitape (moving west), and to attack the Allied base at Hollandia. The 
Japs never made it, and had over 9,000 men killed in their efforts. In this operation the 
)2nd had way over 200 men killed in action. 

Elements of the )2nd then reinforced the Wakde-Sarmi area of northern New Guinea, furth
er west of Aitape, 15 August 1944, and the 126th Infantry was detached to reinforce the 
Jlst Infantry Division on Morotai, 16 September 1944. The rest of the 32nd left Aitape, 
for Hollandia, and got ready for the Philippines. 

The 32nd entered the battle for Leyte, on 14 November 1944, relieving the exhausted 24th 



Infantry Division. Going into action along the Pinamopoan..Qrmoc Road, the J2nd took Limon, 
and smashed the Yamashita Line in bitter hand-to-hand combat. The battle was fought in 
precipitous hills with deep mud and torrential downpours, and with tangled forests overhead. 
The )2nd battled on Corkscrew and Breakneck Ridges, and it was a lot of bloody fighting. 
In fact, 22 November 1944, was the J2nd's most costly day of the entire war. 

Heavy fighting raged through the remainder of November 1944, and the division fought fur
iously for Kilay Ridge, from 29 November-) December 1944. 

The bitter fighting on Leyte continued, and 11 December 1944, was another very costly day. 
On the night of 13-14 December, the J2nd was counterattacked along Highway 2, but the Japs 
were beaten ba.ck. 

The Red Arrow linked-up with elements of the 1st Cavalry Division at Lonoy, on 22 Decem
ber 1944, and this marked the collapse of Japanese resistance in the upper Ormoc Valley. 

In 37 days of comba.t on Leyte, the )2nd had gained just 6i- miles. But, in this slow ad
vance, the division had succeeded in turning the Japanese left flank, and slew 6,700 of them. 
In return, 450 men in the )2nd made the supreme sacrifice on Leyte. 

Withdrawn from the ba.ttle on 4 January 1945, the )2nd rested for just three weeks, and 
then moved on to Luzon, for more murderous fighting, landing at Lingayen Gulf, on 27 January 
1945. 

Pushing northward into the Caraba.llo Mountains, between the 33rd and 25th Infantry Divis
ions, the J2nd saw bitter comba.t along the treacherous Villa Verde Trail, where every other 
Japanese soldier seemed to be armed with a machinegun. 

February 1945, wasn't too ba.d for the )2nd, but as March came around the fighting was 
bloody, difficult, and drawn-out. It was during this exhausting comba.t that the )2nd had 
several more Medal of Honor winners, one of whom was Pfc Thomas E. Atkins, Company A, l27th 
Infantry Regiment, along the Villa Verde Trail, 10 March 1945. 

With two companions, he occupied a position on a ridge outside the perimeter defense. At 
a bout 3 A .M. , two companies of Japanese at tacked with rifles, ma.chineguns, grenades, TNT 
charges, and land mines, severely wounding Pfc Atkins, and killing his two comrades. Des
pite the intense enemy fire, and pain from a deep wound, he held his ground and returned 
heavy fire. After the attack was repulsed, he remained in his precarious position to repel 
any subsequent assaults instead of returning to the American lines for medical treatment. 

The Japanese made repeated fierce attacks, but for 4 hours Pfc Atkins determinedly rem
ained in his foxhole, bearing the brunt of each assault, and maintaining steady and accur
ate fire until each charge was hurled ba.ck. 

By 7 A.M., numerous enemy dead lay in front of his position. He had fired over 400 
rounds, all that he and his two dead companions possessed, and had used 3 rifles until each 
one had jammed too badly for further operation. 

During a lull, he withdrew to secure a rifle and more ammunition, and was persuaded to 
remain for medical treatment. While waiting, he saw a Jap within the perimeter and, seiz
ing a nearby rifle, shot him. A few minutes later, while lying on a litter, he discovered 
an enemy group moving up behind his platoon's lines. Despite his severe wound, he sat up, 
delivered heavy and accurate rifle fire against the group, and forced them to withdraw. 

Pfc Atkins' superb bravery and his determination to hold his post against the main force 
of repeated enemy attacks, even though painfully wounded, were major factors in enabling his 
fellow soldiers to maintain their lines against a numerically superior enemy. And he lived 
to receive his award. 

During the rest of March 1945, the )2nd fought rugged ba.ttles at Salacsac Pass, and along 
the Arboredo and Amba.yang Valleys. Hill 159 was taken, 6 April 1945, despite torrential 
downpours. The Japanese often had to be buried in their underground foxholes and in caves. 

April 1945, was a very costly month for the )2nd. Salacsac Pass finally fell, 10 April, 
and clearing operations commenced along the Villa Verde Trail. But there was no let-up to 
the bitter, drawn-out fighting in the )2nd 's sector of the front. And the division became 
increasingly depleted through shortage of adequate replacements for its losses. The 128th 
Infantry was, for awhile, down to an effective total strength of some 1,500 men, less than 
half of its authorized strength. And the other two infantry regiments weren't in much bet
ter shape. 



The key town of Imugan was finally taken after lengthy and costly fighting, on 28 May 
1945. Contact was then made with the 25th Infantry Division near Santa Fe, and this sec
ured vital Ba.lete Pass, the gateway to the Cagayen River Valley. 

In this lengthy, bitter campa.ign on Luzon, the )2nd helped destroy the rest of the Jap
anese 2nd Tank Division, and killed some 6,000 Japa.nese. The )2nd lost 820 men. 

The )2nd rested and rehabilitated from 4 June-8 July 1945. Some active elements of the 
division mopped-up in the Ba.uang-Naguilan-Cal:a-Aringay area. 

After this, the J2nd advanced from Anabe.t, to reduce Japanese defenses in the mountains 
of northern Luzon. The Agno River Valley was secured, and Highway ll was opened in the 
Baguio area, as a supply route. 

Operations ceased on 14 August 1945, with the Japanese surrender, and the )2nd shipped 
out for Japa.n, for occupa.tional duties, on 20 October 1945. By then, JO per cent of its 
personnel had been overseas for more than J years-and the )2nd had piled up more combat 
time than any other U.S. division in any theater of World War II-6.54 days! 

Honors: Congressional Medals of Honor-11 
Distinguished Unit Citations~l4 * 
Distinguished Service Crosses-37 
Silver Stars 57 

Casualties: Total Battle Deaths-2,524 
Killed In Action~2,l08 
Wounded 6,627 
Missing 27 
Captured 1 
Total Casualties~8,76J 

* One to the entire )2nd Infantry Division-Papua, New Guinea 

Other J2nd Infantry Division Medal of Honor winners in World War II: Killed in action * 
lst Sgt Elmer J. Burr, * l27th Inf Rgt, 24 December 1942, Buna, Papua, New Guinea 
S/Sgt Gerald L. Endl, * l28th Inf Rgt, 11 July 1944, near Anamo, northern New Guinea 
Pfc David M. Gonzales, * l27th Inf Rgt, 25 April 1945, Villa Verde Trail, Luzon 
Sgt Leroy Johnson, * l26th Inf Rgt, 15 December 1944, near Limon, Leyte 
Pvt Donald R. Lobaugh, * l27th Inf Rgt, 22 July 1944, near Afua, northern New Guinea 
Pfc William A. McWhorter, * l26th Inf Rgt, 5 December 1944, on Leyte 
Pfc William B. Shockley, * l28th Inf Rgt, Jl March 1945, Villa Verde Trail, Luzon 
S/Sgt Ysmael R. Villegas, * l27th Inf Rgt, 20 March 1945, Villa Verde Trail, Luzon 
Pfc Dirk J. Vlug, l26th Inf Rgt, 15 December 1944, near Limon, Leyte 



l · WWII 

OCTOBER 1942 

29 Oct 111 

J 

NOVEMBER 1942 

5 Nov 11 
10 Nov 1 
16 Nov 1111 
17 Nov 11 
18 Nov 1 
19 Nov 111 
20 Nov 11 
21 Nov 1111111111111 13 
22 Nov 111111 
2J Nov 111111 
24 Nov 11 
26 Nov 11111111111111 14 
2 7 Nov 1111111 
28 Nov 111 
29 Nov 1111 
JO Nov 11111111111 11 

81 

J2ND INFANTRY DIVISION "Red Arrow" 

DECEMBER 1942 

l Dec 11111111111111 14 
2 Dec 11111111111111111 17 
J Dec 11111 
4 Dec 1111111 
5 Dec 11111111111111111111111111111 29 
6 Dec 11111 
7 Dec 11111 
8 Dec 1111111 
9 Dec 1111 

10 Dec 111 
11 Dec 111111 
12 Dec 1 
14 Dec 111 
15 Dec 11111 
16 Dec 111111 
17 Dec 111 
18 Dec 1111 
19 Dec 11111 
20 Dec 1111111111111 13 
21 Dec 11 
22 Dec 1 
24 Dec llllllir 8 
25 Dec 11111111111 11 
26 Dec 1111111 
27 Dec 111111 
28 Dec 111 
29 Dec 1111111111111 13 
JO Dec 1 
Jl Dec 1111111111111111 16 

210 

JANUARY 194 J 
1 Jan 111111111111111111 18 
2 Jan 1111 
J Jan 1 
4 Jan 11111111 8 
5 Jan 1 
6 Jan 1 
7 Jan 11 
8 Jan 11 
9 Jan l 

10 Jan 1 
12 Jan 11 
14 Jan 111 
15 Jan l 
19 Jan 11 
20 Jan 1111 
21 Jan l 
22 Jan 1 
28 Jan 1 
JO Jan 1 

55 

NOVEMBER 194 J 
1Nov1 

26 Nov 1 

2 



2 WWII 

JANUARY 1944 

.J Jan 1 
4 Jan 1 
7 Jan l 

11 Jan l 
14 Jan 1 
18 Jan 1 
25 Jan 1 
28 Jan 111111 
29 Jan 1 

14 

FEBRUARY 1944 

2 Feb 11 
5 Feb 1 

17 Feb 1 
18 Feb 1 
19 Feb 11 
20 Feb 1 
21 Feb 11 
22 Feb 11 
2.J Feb 1 
24 Feb 1 

14 

APRIL 1944 

7 Apr 1 
19 Apr 1 

2 

MAY 1944 

.J May 11 
8 May 1 
9 May 1 

10 May 1 
l.J May 1 
14 Hay 1 
19 May 1 
Jl May 111 

11 

JUNE 1944 

2 June 11 
J June 1 
4 June 11111111 8 
5 June 1 
7 June 1111 
8 June 1 

16 June 1 
17 June 11 
21 June 1 

21 

32ND INFANTRY DIVISION "Red Arrow" 

JULY 1944 

1 July 1 
5 July 1 
9 July 1 

10 July 111111 
11 July lllllllllllllllllllllli:-2.J 
12 July 11 
lJ July 111 
19 July 11 
20 July 1 
22 July 1111111% 8 
24 July 111 
25 July 1111 
26 July 11111 
27 July 11 
28 July 1 
29 July 11111111111111 14 
Jl July 11 

79 

AUGUST 1944 

2 Aug 11 
4 Aug 1 
6 Aug 11 

5 

SEPI'EMBER 1944 

26 Sept 11 

2 

NOVEMBER 1944 

7 Novi 
15 Nov 1 
16 Nov 11111 
17 Nov 1111 
18 NOV 111111 
19 Nov 111111111111111111 18 
20 Nov 11111111111111 14 
21 NOV 111111 
22 Nov 111111111111111111111111111111 JO* 
2J Nov 1111 approx. 
24 Nov 1111111111111 lJ 6<>*men 
25 Nov 111111111111 12 
26 Nov 111 
27 Nov 1111111111 10 
28 Nov 111111111 9 
29 Nov 111111111 9 
JO Nov 111111 

151 



J ·WWII 

DECEMBER 1944 
1 Dec 1111111111111111111111 22 
2 Dec 111111111111 12 
3 Dec 11111 
4 Dec 1111 
5 Dec 11111117 8 
6 Dec 111111 
7 Dec 11 
8 Dec 11111 
9 Dec 111111 

10 Dec 11111 
11 Dec 1111111111111111 16 
12 Dec 11111 
13 Dec 111111111 9 
14 Dec 111111111 9 
15 Dec 117 
16 Dec 1 
17 Dec 1 
18 Dec 1111111111 10 
19 Dec 11 
20 Dec 111111111 9 
21 Dec 111 
22 Dec 1 
24 Dec 1 
25 Dec 11 
JO Dec 1 
Jl Dec 1111 

152 

J2ND INFANTRY DIVISIOO "Red Arrow" 

FEBRUARY 194.5 

5 Feb 1 
7 Feb 1 
9 Feb 1 

14 Feb 1111 
21 Feb 1 
22 Feb 11111 
2J Feb 11 
25 Feb l 
26 Feb l 
27 Feb 11 

19 

MARCH 194.5 

l Mar 1 
2 Mar 11111 
J Mar 11 
5 Mar 11111111 8 
8 Mar 11111 
9 Mar 111 

10 Mar 111111 
11 Mar 11 
lJ Mar 11111 
14 Mar 11 
15 Mar 11111 
16 Mar 11 
17 Mar 111111 
18 Mar 11 
19 Mar 1 
20 Mar llllllllllT 11 
21 Mar 1111111 
22 Mar 1111 
2J Mar 11111111111 11 
24 Mar 11111 
25 Mar l 
27 Mar 11111111111111111 17 
28 Mar 1111 
29 Mar 111111111 9 
JO Mar 111111 
Jl Mar lllllllli: 9 

139 

APRIL 1945 

1 Apr 111 
J Apr 1111 
4 Apr 1 
6 Apr 11 
7 Apr 111111 
8 Apr 11111111111111 14 
9 Apr 1111 

10 A pr 111111 
11 Apr 11111111111111111111 20 
12 Apr 11111 
lJ A pr 1111111 
14 Apr 11111111 8 
15 Apr 111 
16 Apr 11111 
17 A pr 1111111 
18 Apr 111111 
19 Apr 1111 
20 Apr 11 
21 Apr 111111111111111 15 
22 Apr 111 
2 J A pr 1111111 
24 Apr 111111111111 12 
25 Apr lH: 
26 Apr 11111111111111111 17 
27 Apr 11 
28 Apr 1111 
29 Apr l 
JO Apr 111111111111111111 18 

189 



4 . WWII 

J2.ND INFANTRY DIVISION "Red Arrow" 

MAY 194.5 
1 May 111111 
2 May 1 
J May 11111 
4 May 111111 
.5 May 1111 
7 May 111111 
8 May 11111111111111 14 
9 May 111111 

10 May 11111 
11 May 1111111111111 lJ 
12 May 11111111 8 
lJ May 1111 
14 May 111 
16 May 11 
17 May 11111 
18 Hay 1 
19 May 111 
20 May 11 
21 May 1 
22 May 111 
2J May 11111 
24 May 11 
2.5 May 111 
26 May l 
27 May 1111 
28 May 1 
29 May 11 
JO May 111 
Jl May 1 

120 
J2.ND INFANTRY DIVISION 'S 

JUNE 194.5 
1 June 1111 
2 June 1 
J June 1 
7 June 1 

1.5 June 11 
18 June 11 

11 

*bloodiest da.y-------;22 November 1944 
bloodiest month December 1942 
2nd bloodiest da.y 5 December 1942 
Jrd bloodiest day 11 July 1944 
Total battle deaths 2,,524 
1,298 a.re listed=.55. 71' KIA-2,108 

JULY 1945 
6 July l 

lJ July l 
21 July 1 
2.5 July 1111 
27 July 111 
28 July 1 
29 July 11 
Jl July 11 

1.5 

AUGUST 1945 
4 Aug l 

1.5 Aug 11 

J 



JJRD INFANTRY DIVISION "Golden Cross" 

Illinois National Guard 

Activated (WW II)~5 March 1941 

Inactivated-J February 1946 in Japan 

Battle Credits, World War II: Northern New Guinea Morotai Luzon 

Commanding General (During Coml:at, WW II): 
Maj-Gen Percy w. Clarkson October 1943-November 1945 

Coml:at Chronicle: The JJrd Infantry Division, also known as the "Illinois" or 
"Prairie" Division, p::Lrticip::Lted in the Somme Offensive of 1918, and in the 
Meuse-Argonne operation in World War I. The division trained at Camp Forrest, 
Tennessee, took p::Lrt in the Louisiana maneuvers, was transferred to Ft. Lewis, 
Washington, in September 1942, and left the San Francisco port of eml:arkation 
on 7 July ·1943. 

The 33rd arrived in Hawaii, 12 July 1943, and, while guarding installations, 
received training in jungle warfare. On ll May 1944, it arrived in New Guinea. 
The l23rd Infantry Regiment took p::Lrt in the Wakde-Sarmi operation in northern 
New Guinea, arriving at Maffin Bay on l September 1944. It provided a perimeter 
defense by aggressive p::Ltrolling for Wakde Airdrome and the Toem-Sarmi area. 
This regiment was relieved on 26 January 1945. 

Although the Jlst Infantry Division had invaded the island of Morotai, near 
Halrna.hera, on 15 September 1944, large numbers of Jap::Lnese were still hiding 
out in the hills. And so, in mid-December 1944, the JJrd began sailing for Mor
otai. As long as Morotai remained secured, 20,000 Japanese would be cut-off on 
Halma.hara. Defensive perimeters were established, and the J3rd reduced Jap::Lnese 
forces at the headwaters of the Pilowo River. Along with the 31st Division, the 
JJrd gradually ferreted the Japs out of the mountains in small groups, maintain
ing aggressive p::Ltrol activities. 

The next, and by far, the toughest operation for the JJrd was on Luzon. The 
division landed at Lingayen Gulf on 10 February 1945, a month after the initial 
assault landing, and relieved the exhausted 4Jrd Infantry Division in the Damor
tis-Rosario-Pozorrubio area, 13-15 February 1945. 

Attacking northward, the JJrd sustained heavy casualties, 19-20 February 1945, 
as it opened its drive into the Caral:allo Mountains toward the objective of Bag
uio, the summer capital of the Philippines, and, also, the headquarters of Gener
al Yamashita. Working with the )2nd and J7th Infantry Divisions, the 33rd was in 
for a number of bitter 00.ttles with the desperate Japs. 

The JJrd seized Questionma.rk and Benchmark Hills after heavy fighting by 22 
February, and after 1::a.ttling entrenched Jap::Lnese in the hills. Two comp::Lnies of 
the division were temporarily isolated, and suffered a great deal from thirst be
fore eventually being rescued. 

The lJOth Infantry Regiment took Aringay and a bridge nearby, 7 March 1945, 
without opposition, and went on to capture Mt. Magal:Bng the following day, The 
1J6th Infantry, meanwhile, maintained pressure on the Jap::Lnese as it advanced 



along Kennon Road, while the 12Jrd Infantry pa.trolled northeast of Pugo. A 
division task force composed of a battalion of the lJOth Infantry linked-up 
with Filipino guerrilla forces from northern Luzon in the vicinity of San 
Fernando, 21 March 1945, but the Japanese had already withdrawn. 

Not long after, the 123rd Infantry Regiment took Mt. Calugong, 8 April 
1945, and pushed beyond Galiano. The lJOth Infantry captured Asin, 12 April, 
in a surprise night attack, but further advances were stopped by a Japanese 
tunnel complex nearby. This tunnel complex was then given the treatment by 
the division artillery. The JJrd then renewed its attack on 21 April, and 
reduced the tunnels one after the other in close combat. Meanwhile, other 
elements of the division arrived in Tuba. on 25 April 1945. On this same day 
the lJOth Infantry Regiment, trucked into positions, began the assault on the 
hills surrounding Baguio, and took Mt. Mirador. Baguio finally fell after 
fierce and heavy fighting, under the concerted attack of the 33rd and 37th 
Infantry Divisions on 27 April 1945. Manuel Roxas, later president of the 
Philippines, was liberated with the fall of Baguio, as well as several thous
and other people, many of them escaping through the 3Jrd's lines. 

The JJrd was then given the mission of clearing northward from Baguio to 
break up remaining enemy pockets of resistance. With the capture of the San 
Nicholas-Tebbo-Itogon Route by 12 May 1945, organized opposition in the JJrd's 
region of operations collapsed. It was in this action that the 33rd had one 
of its 3 Medal of Honor winners of the war, Private (later Sergeant) John R. 
McKinney, Company A , 123rd Infantry Regiment, 11 May 194 5. 

Pvt McKinney was helping to defend an outpost, when just before daybreak, 
around 100 Japanese stealthily attacked the perimeter defense, concentrating 
on his position. Pvt McKinney, having just completed a long tour of duty at 
his machinegun, was resting a few feet away, when a Japanese soldier dealt 
him a glancing blow on the head with a saber, Al though dazed by! the blow, he 
bludgeoned his attacker, and then shot another Jap who was charging him. 

Meanwhile, one of his comrades at his gun was wounded, and another man at 
the position carried him to safety. 

Alone, Pvt McKinney, in hand-to-hand combat, killed 10 Japanese. In the 
me lee , however, his machinegun was rendered in operative, Amed only with a 
rifle and some hand gJ:"enades, he then stopped a furious assault by the Jap
anese who remained, a.nd then clubbed them to death with his rifle. When help 
arrived, he had thwarted this attack, and was in complete control of the area. 
JS dead Japanese lay sprawled around his position. 

Pvt McKinney's extraordinary courage and fighting skill had singlehandedly 
stopped cold a Japanese attack and saved his company from possible annihilat
ion. His actions were in keeping with the highest traditions of the military. 

The 33rd advanced on Highway 11, occupied Tabio and Ambuclac on 13 June, 
and secured this area after the fall of Bokod on 17 June 1945. Daklan Airstrip 
was captured on 22 June. 

The 33rd was relieved by the 32nd Infantry Division on 30 June 1945, and 
moved to Bauang for rehabilitation. The division was engaged in amphibious 
training in the Philippines when the war ended on 14 August 194j, The 3Jrd 
landed on the main Japanese island of Honshu, 25 September 1945, and performed 
occupational duties until inactivated there on 3 February 1946. 

Honors: Congressional Medals of Honor---J 
Distinguished Unit Citations~6 
Distinguished Service Crosses~Jl 
Silver Stars 70 

Casualties: Total Battle Deaths-524 
Killed In Action~396 
Wounded 2 , 024 
Missing 5 
Captured 1 
Total Casualties~2,426 

Other J3rd Infantry Division Medal of Honor winners in World War II: KIA * 
Pfc Dexter J. Kerstetter, 130th Inf Rgt, 13 April 1945, near Galiano, Luzon 
S/Sgt Howard E. Woodford, * 130th Inf Rgt, 6 June 1945, near Tabio, Luzon 
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J4TH INFAN'mY DIVISIOO "Red Bull" 

Originally-Iowa, Minnesota, Dakotas National Guard 

Activated (WW II)-10 February 1941 

Returned To United States and Inactivated-J November 1945 

Battle Credi ts, World War II: Algeria 
Anzio 

Tunisia 
Rome-Amo 

Southern Italy 
Northern Apennines 

Cassino 

Days In Combat-512 

Co1DJ11anding Generals (During Combat, WW II): 
Maj-Gen Charles W. Ryder 
Maj-Gen Charles L. Bolte 

May 1942--July 1944 
July 1944--Inactivation 

Po Valley 

Combat Chronicle: The J4th Infantry Division was the first division to be shipped overseas 
after Pearl Harbor, embarking in January 1942, and sailing to Northern Ireland, where it 
trained for the invasion of North Africa. 

The J4th has a shoulder pa.tch of which the background is an "olla", a Mexican water bot
tle, inspired by the desert country of the Southwest, where it trained during World War I. 

Part of the J4th saw its first action when the l68th Infantry Regiment landed west of 
Algiers, during the Allied invasion of North Africa, on 8 November 1942. The l68th sustain
ed fairly heavy losses against the French on the first day of the attack, until the latter 
agreed to a cease-fire on the llth. 

The rest of the J4th landed in North Africa on J January 194J. 
After Algeria, the J4th trained some more for the ca.mi:a.ign in Tunisia. Part of it was 

hit hard by the German attack through Kasserine Pass in mid-February l94J, and the l68th 
Infantry Regiment became isolated on Djebel Lessouda, and was forced to infiltrate out at 
night. The Germans were eventually forced back after hard fighting. 

The J4th had another rough time at Fondouk, late-March-early April 194J, while attempt
ing to support a local British attack. The division came under very heavy artillery fire, 
and its i:a.rt in the attack bogged down with considerable losses. 

However, in the famous Battle of Hill 609, the Red Bull more than repa.id the enemy for 
its previous setl:acks. After the lJ5th Infantry Regiment took Hill 490, 28 April 194J, and 
held it against a counterattack, the J4th assaulted Hill 609. The Germans on this large, 
rocky, fortified hill included some of the best troops in their entire army, including the 
tough Barenthin Regiment and much of the Hermann Gl)ring Division. Many of these troops 
thought that the hill could never be taken. But the J4th, supported by tanks of the lst 
Armored Division, battled up the slopes against withering enemy fire. By tenacity, courage, 
and perseverance, the Americans finally won out, and this key bastion in the German defen
ses fell on 1 May l94J. 

The capture of Hill 609 pa.ved the way for the advance on Mateur, Bizerte, and smaller 
towns. The )4th drove through Chouigui Pass to Tebourba., and then Ferryville. The German
Italian Army in Tunisia. called it quits on lJ May 194J. Total casualties in the ca.mi:a.ign, 
for the )4th, came to 4,2,54 men, including approximately ,380 men killed. 

The J4th rested during the Sicilian cami:a.ign. Then it trained for the Salerno landing, 
although only the 15lst Field Artillery Battalion was in on the initial assault landing. 
The rest of the J4th landed in southern Italy on 25 September 194J. 

During the 20 long months of fighting in Italy that followed, the J4th fired a total of 



1,125,639 artillery shells, a record for any division artillery in the war. 
In southern Italy, contacting the Germans at the Ca.lore River, 28 September 1943, the 

J4th advanced northward to take Caiazzo a.ga.inst stubborn resistance by the Jrd Panzer Gren
adier Division. The )4th fought through strong opposition and hea.vy rains to cross the 
Volturno River on 13 October 194J. Fighting against local counterattacks and obstinate 
German rea.rgua.rd actions, the Red Bull slowly continued further north into almost trackless 
mountain areas. The lJJrd Infantry Regiment crossed the winding Volturno a second time on 
18 October, and the 168th Infantry Regiment entered evacuated Dragoni the next day. On 20 
October 1943, the )4th began the push on Capria.ti al Volturno, and made its third crossing 
of the Volturno near Rocca.ravindo on 3 November. 

Along with the Jrd and 45th Infantry Divisions, plus some British outfits, the )4th be
gan a bloody lo-day Battle for the Winter Line on 4 November 1943. Despite valiant efforts 
on the pa.rt of the American and British units involved, the Germans were just too well dug
in with some of their best units, and, for the most pa.rt, this assault failed. However, 
the 168th Infantry Regiment stormed Monte Pantano and, in bloody hand-to-band fighting, de
feated German attempts to take it ba.ck. On 9 December 1943, the )4th was pulled out of the 
line for rest and rehabilitation. 

On JO December 1943, the )4th returned to attack the extremely strong Gustav Line, and 
relieved the )6th Infantry Division in line. On 5 January 1944, the 1J5th Infantry Regim
ent began the battle for San Vittore, while the 168th Infantry moved to outflank La. Chia.la., 
and the 13Jrd Infantry Regiment (attached to the 1st Special Service Force) attacked Monte 
Maio. 7 January 1944, was aie of the J4th's bloodiest days in combat of the entire war. 
The 168th Infantry cleared the heights overlooking the Rapido River, lJ January, and the 
1J5th Infantry finally won Monte Trocchio on the 15th. 

Then, in late-January 1944, the )4th attacked into the extremely strong defenses of the 
Cassino area, which was pa.rt of the German Gustav Line. Attached to the )4th, at this time, 
was the 142nd Infantry Regiment, J6th Infantry Division, and the Japanese-American lOoth 
Infantry Batta.lion. 

Before it could cross the Ra.pido, the Red Bull was forced to go through a 11&.:rShy area 
heavily laden with mines. Nevertheless, by continual probing, the J4th succeeded in gett
ing across the narrow, but swift-flowing Rapido, and ma.king a. small, but important breach 
in the German line. The 168th Infantry Regiment attacked through this bridgehead and took 
Hills .56 and 21J after hard fighting which included the repulse of a. strong German counter
attack on JO January 1944. 

After several days of grueling and continuous fighting, the )4th, in a gradual flanking 
maneuver, had captured several hills north of Monte Cassino, on top of which was the mona
stery. As the intensive battle continued the lJJrd Infantry Regiment attempted to capture 
a. highly fortified hill which blocked the entrance to·:.ca.ssino.. It was in. this action that 
the )4th had one of its 9 Medal of Honor winners of the war in an extremely daring and val
iant action by Pfc Leo J. Powers, on 3 February 1944. 

By singlehandedly destroying J enemy pillboxes with grenades in the face of furious fire, 
he worked his way over the entire company front a.ga.inst tremendous odds and, almost alone, 
broke the backbone of this heavily defended and strategic German position. Pfc Powers' he
roic action enabled the entire lJJrd Infantry Regiment to advance into Cassino town. 

Once inside the town, the 13Jrd had to fight one of the most furious actions of the war. 
It was violent building-to-building combat, and the Germans launched numerous counterattacks. 
The following day the lJJrd Infantry attempted to clear the barracks north of Cassino, but, 
despite 'tank reinforcement, was repulsed with heavy casualties. 

Meanwhile, the 1J5th Infantry Regiment managed to get a. shook force right up to the walls 
of the monastery, but these va.lia.nt men were forced back. The 168th Infantry Regilllent att
acked from just to the north of Monte Cassino, and the 1J5th Infantry captured the key Hill 
59). At times, the opposing sides were close enough to throw rocks at ea.ch other, and hand 
grenades were often the decisive weapon. But all attempts to capture Monte Cassino and the 
towering monastery failed, although on 5 February 1944, large elements of the J4th were a 
mere J miles from the Via. Ca.silina, a main highway leading to Rome. Three miles!-the 
distance between Heaven and hell ••• 

During the course of the fighting, the Austrian 44th Infantry Division was shattered as 
an effective fighting force. But the Germans moved other first-class troops into the area, 



including the 9oth Panzer Grenadier and vaunted lst Parachute Divisions. The German lst 
Parachute Division "Green Devils" was probably the finest unit in the entire German Army. 

On 8 February 1944, the )4th made one final all-out attack in altemate rain and snow, 
but by 1:3 February, the divisicm was totally ex.ha.usted, and its positions in the mountains 
were taken over by the 4th Indian Division. Some of the J4th's companies were down to tth 
of their original strength, while some of the surviving men had to be carried out of their 
positions on stretchers, since they were too nUJ11b and stiff to walk, due to the exposure · 
from the cold in the mountains, lack of sleep, and the constant fighting. Since the start 
of this lst Battle of Cassino, the )4th had lost over 600 men killed in action or died of 
wounds, many more wounded, and a number of men missing or captured. 

The )4th Infantry Division's performance and its attached units at Cassino ranks among 
the top feats of arms of the war. (Subsequent assaults on Cassino by the 4th Indian and 
2nd New Zealand Divisions also failed. The area wasn't cleared until mid-May 1944, in a 
massive assault by five Allied divisions). The '.}4th and its attached units had almost 
ma.de it alone. 

After rest and rehabilitation, the '.}4th landed in the Anzio beachhead on 25 March 1944. 
It maintained defensive positions until the offensive began, 23 May 1944, to break out of 
the beachhead area. This involved more very furious and heavy fighting. The lJJrd Infan
try Regiment led the division attack toward Monte Arrestino. After the junction. of U.S. 
forces outside the beachhead on 25 May 1944, the '.}4th followed up the 1st Armored Division, 
and saw heavy fighting at La.nuvio. On 29 May 1944, the '.}4th had another Medal of Honor win
ner in a very valiant action, Captain William W. Galt, 168th Infantry Regiment. 

Captain Galt was battalion S-J. Following two unsuccessful attacks by his battalion in 
a critical period of action, on his own accord, he went forward to ascertain just how ser
ious the situation was. He volunteered to personally lead the next attack himself. 

The e&J>tain jUJ11ped up upon the lone remaining tank destroyer. As it moved forward, foll
owed by a comi:any of riflemen, he manned the .JO caliber .ma.chinegun on the turret. He loc
ated and directed fire on an enemy ??mm antitank gun and destroyed it. 

Nearing the German positions, Captain Galt stood fully exposed in the turret, ceaseless
ly firing his ma.chinegun and tossing grenades into the zigzag series of trenches, despite 
a hail of enemy fire. As the tank destroyer advanced, the captain so maneuvered it so that 
40 of the enemy were trapped in one trench. When they refused to surrender, he pressed the 
trigger of the ma.chinegun and dispLtched every one of them. A few minutes later, an 88Dllll 
shell struck the tank destroyer, mortally wounding him as he fell across his gun. 

Captain Galt had given great impetus to this attack, and was a source of inspiration. 
His courage and leadership exemplify the highest traditions of the U.S. armed forces. 

In heavy fighting, the '.}4th pushed past Rome, to Civitavecchia, and then further north 
up the western coast of Italy. The division overran Tarquinia, on Highway l, on 9 June 
1944, and then took over the advance from the J6th Infantry Division on 26 June 1944. 

Against fierce resistance by the 16th SS Panzer Grenadier Division, the lJJrd Infantry 
Regiment took Cecina, JO June-2 July 1944, the 1J5th Infantry won the battle for Rosignano, 
:3-'l July, and the l68th Infantry took Castellina on 6 July. After a short respite, the )4th 
moved on to capture Leghorn (Livorno) on 19 July 1944, and, soon after, reached the Arno. 

During August 1944, the '.}4th rested and rehabilitated. 
Then, on 10 September 1944, the 34-th, along with other 5th Army outfits, began the ass

ault on the German Gothic Line. In brilliant fighting against much of the German 4th Para
chute Division, the )4th captured Monte Frassino, 15 September 1944. The lJJrd Infantry 
Regiment of the division fought for Torricella Hill, lJ-21 September, and then went on to 
take Montepiano by the 2Jrd. This area was all in the region of Futa Pass. Then, after a 
hard battle, Monte Ba.stione fell to the 1J5th Infantry on 28 September 1944. 

Continuing further north in the mountains, along with other 5th Army outfits, against 
very tough resistance, the Jl+th was eventually staleJ11ated at the battle of Monte Belmonte, 
16-23 October 1944. This action saw the employment of searchlights and "artificial moon
light" {searchlights reflecting off of the low clouds in the sky at night). 

By the end of October 1944, the entire U.S. 5th Army, as well as the British 8th Army, 
was completely exhausted from the incessant fighting in the mountains amid the unusually 
foul weather. The two Allies were unable to break out of the mountains and into the Po 
Valley before winter set-in. Besides the weather and rugged terrain, the Germans still had 



some of their best foru.tioos oo the Italian Front. bong thea were the lat and 4th Para
chute, 26th Panzer, 29th and 90th Panzer Grenadier, 8th Mountain, and quite a few :first
ra te infantry divisions. 

The )4th dug-in south of the city of Bologna for the long winter. Except for .5 Fe brua.ry 
1945, no heavy fighting occurred for the )4th all through that long winter of 1944-4,5. For 
the most :part, action consisted of relatively small, but still highly dangerous patrol act
ivities. For over .5 months the J4th and other Allied outfits waited and shivered in the 
mountains, and prepa.red for the long-a.waited offensive in the coming spring. 

Finally, on 14 April 1945, the 5th Army opened its all-out offensive to smash the Ger
mans in northern Ita.ly. The offensive against Bologna was initiated on 15 April, by the 
Polish Corps, pa.rt of the U.S. 9lst Infantry Division, and the J4th. 18 April 194.5, was 
the J4th 1 s most costly day of this entire offensive, as the division fought pa.st furiously 
contested Gorgognano Ridge, the Sevizzano Heights, and Drei Mori Hill to help seize Bologna 
with the lJJrd Infantry Regiment on 21 April 194.5. 

On 23 April, the )4th screened Highway 9, ta.king Reggio, and relieving the lst Armored 
Division. After a sharp, but short fight, south of Piacenza, the )4th raced westward, cap
turing Cremona. and Mila.n. 

The final campa.ign in Italy contained a couple of ironies for the )4th. At Bologna had 
been the ~lite German lst Para.chute Division, which had handed the Allies repeated setbacks 
at Cassino. The ,34th, and especially the Polish Corps, had the satisfaction of eliminating 
on the l:attlefield this tough, elite enemy formation. And, in northwest Italy, the German 
?.5th Corps surrendered to the '.}4-th-which included the German )4th Infantry Division, vet
eran of the Russian Front. At the tiae of the German surrender in Ita.ly, on 2 May 194.5, 
the )4th had reached the Ticino River, northwest of Milan. 

Besides all the fighting in North Africa, no outfit fought longer or hard.er up the long 
boot of Italy than the Fighting J4th Infantry Division, which piled-up more coml:at time 
than any other American division in the Mediterranean-European Theater of Operations. 

Honors s Congressional Medals of Honor-9 
Distinguished Unit Citations~) 
Distinguished Service Crosses-6 
Silver Stars 1,1.53 

Casualtiess Total Battle Deaths-), ?08 
Killed In Action J,14.5 
Wounded 12,.54.5 
Missing 622 
Captured 1,)68 
Total Casualties~l?,680 

Other J4th Infantry Division Medal of Honor winners in World War !Is Killed in action * 
Pvt Robert D. Booker, * 9 April 1943, near Fondouk, Tunisia 
2nd Lt Ernest H. Dervishian, 23 May 1944, near Cisterna, Ita.ly 
S/Sgt George J. Hall, lJ.5th Inf Rgt, 23 May 1944, Anzio Beachhead, Italy 
lst Lt Beryl R. Newman, lJJrd Inf Rgt, 26 May 1944, near Cisterna, Italy 
2nd Lt Paul F. Riordan, * lJJrd Inf Rgt, J-8 February 1944, Cassino, Italy 
Pvt Furman L. Smith, * l.35th Inf Rgt, Jl May 1944, near La.nuvio, Italy 
2nd Lt Thomas W. Wigle, * 1J.5th Inf Rgt, 14 September 1944, Monte Frassino, Italy 
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22 Dec 11 
26 Dec 111 
JO Dec 1 

20 

}'.f.TH INFANTRY DIVISION'S 

)4-TH INFANTRY DIVISION "Red Bull" 

JANUARY 1945 

3 Jan 1 
12 Jan 1 
17 Jan 11 
22 Jan 1 
2) Jan 1 
26 Jan 1 
29 Jan 1 

8 

FEBRUARY 1945 

) Feb 1 
5 Feb 11111111111111111 17 

10 Feb 1 
21 Feb 11 

21 

MARCH 1945 

2 Mar 1 
5 Mar 1 
7 Mar 11 
9 Mar 1 

11 Mar 1 
17 Mar 1 
19 Mar 1 
22 Mar 11 
25 Mar 1 

11 

APRIL 1945 

8 Apr 1 
9 Apr 1 

12 Apr 1 
15 Apr 11 
16 Apr 11 
17 Apr 111 
18 Apr 1111111111111111111111 22 
19 Apr 1111 
20 Apr 11111 
2) Apr 1 
24 Apr 11111 
25 Apr 1 
26 A pr 111111 
28 Apr 1 

55 

MAY 1945 

24 May 1 

1 

*bloodiest days-------7 January 1944; 29 May 1944; 1 June 1944; 1 July 1944 
bloodiest month February 1944 
5th bloodiest day 26 January 1944 
6th " " " 2 February 1944 
7th .. .. " ------9 April 1943; 9 February 1944 

Total 00.ttle deaths-----J,708 
2,025 are listed=54.$ KIA-),145 



J5TH INFANTRY DIVISION "Santa Fe" 

Originally-Kansas, Missouri, Nebraska National Guard 

Activated (WW II)-23 December 1940 

Returned To United States-10 September 1945 

Inactivated-? December 1945 

Battle Credits, World War II: Normandy North-Central France 
Lorraine-Saar Ardennes Alsace 

Days In Combat-264 Rhineland N.orth-Central Germany 

Commanding General (During Combat, WW II): 
Maj-Gen Paul W. Baade January 194J-Inactivation 

Combat Chronicle: The J5th Infantry Division had an inconspicuous captain of 
artillery in World War I, Harry s. Truman. 27 years later, while on his way 
to the Potsdam Conference, he got to inspect some 1,600 men from the soldiers 
wearing the same Santa Fe cross on their shoulders. He was well-guarded. The 
men of the J5th wore 5 major battle stars, and could tell of fighting under 4 
different American armies to help crush Nazi tyranny. The J5th fought under 
the 1st, Jrd, 7th, and 9th Armies, in that order. 

The J5th's shoulder p:Ltch originated during the Indian Wars. The white 
cross on a blue field is to honor the men who blazed the old Santa Fe Trail. 
In. World War I, the J5th saw heavy fighting in the Meuse-Argonne. 

The J5th arrived in England on 25 May 1944, and received further training. 
The J5th entered combat in Normandy on 10 July 1944. In the hot, jungle

like quiet of that night, the Santa Fe Division moved silently along dusty 
roads to form a battle line running southeast from the Vire River, above La. 
Meauffe to La. Nicollerie. 

Just before dawn on 11 July 1944, more than 200 division and supporting 
corps artillery pounded German positions in a thundering barrage. Then, at 
0600, the infantry charged through the hedgerow country with grenades, bayon
ets, and point-blank fire. In La. Meauffe, every building was a converted 
pillbox. U.S. artillery levelled these strongpoints with deadly accurate 
barrages, and the infantry drove the Germans from the town. Between 15-17 
July 1944, the J5th beat back 12 German counterattacks at Emilie, before 
battling into rubble-strewn St. 18, on 18 July. In one 2-day period, the 
J5th sustained almost 1,000 casualties. 

After mopping-up in the St. L~ area, the division blasted its way onward 
to Vire, and then, further south, helped repulse a very strong German count
erthrust in the vicinity of Mortain, in one of the most vicious battles in 
France, and suffered heavy casualties. Altogether, the fighting in N.ormandy 
cost the J5th some 825 men. 

Spearheaded by the 4th Armored Division, the J5th advanced across north
central France and captured Orleans in a day and night of hard fighting by 
18 August 1944. The division continued its drive across France, taking Mon
targis, 2J August, and after crossing the Seine and then Meuse Rivers, forced 
the Moselle at Crevechamps, on 11 September. The city of Nancy was liberated 
on 15 September 1944. 



Then, in mid-September 1944, the J5th, under the U.S. )rd Army, saw a 
great deal of more tough fighting. In the thick Champenoux Forest, south of 
the N.ancy-Saarbriicken Highway were stubborn German concentrations which had 
to be erased. The Germans, holding ideal defensive positions, repulsed a 
first attack. Two days later, the Gis rode on tanks to the edge of the woods, 
and then annihilated the defenders in bloody hand-to-hand combat. 

The town of Gremercy and the ChB.teau-Salins Forest was another German 
stronghold. The Germans commenced violent counterattacks against the J5th 
with their 559th Volksgrenadier Division beginning on 26 September, and for J 
days the fighting see-sawed viciously before the Germans were finally forced 
ba.ck with the aid of the 6th Armored Division. 

As the autumn wore on and the weather deteriorated, the Santa Fe Division 
fought through northern Lorraine and toward the Saar, along with other Jrd 
Army outfits. Between Morhange and Sarreguemines, the Germans resisted with 
the utmost skill and determination, and it was very rough going. It was dur
ing this fighting that the 35th had a Medal of Honor winner, Staff Sergeant 
Junior J. Spurrier, Com:iany G, 1)4th Infantry Regiment, at Achain, France, on 
13 November 1944. 

At 2, in the afternoon, Company G attacked the village of Achain. S/Sgt 
Spurrier, armed with an automatic rifle, :iassed around the village and advan
ced alone. At tacking from the west, he immediately killed three Germans. 
From this time until dark, the sergeant, using his rifle, a pistol, grenades, 
and a rocket launcher, continued his solitary attack against the enemy in the 
face of heavy small-arms and automatic. weapons fire. As a result of his cou
rageous actions, he killed an officer and 24 enlisted men and captured two 
officers and two enlisted men. Sgt' Spurrier survived the war. 

The advance to the Saar continued, but the 137th Infantry Regiment was hit 
by a German counterattack which forced it out of Hilsprich, 23 November. How
ever, the 1)4th Infantry Regiment took the town with tanks and massive artill
ery fire the next day. 

The 35th pushed into Sarreguemines, 6 December 1944, and, as it fought for 
this town, the 1)4th and )20th Infantry Regiments assaulted across the Saar 
River the following day. This bridgehead was defended against strong enemy 
attacks, with liberal air and artillery support. Sarreguemines was reduced 
after house-to-house combat by 11 December 1944. 

The 35th then attacked across the Blies River on 12 December, where it was 
subjected to fierce German counterattacks at Habkirchen, which was eventually 
secured on 15 December 1944. The 1J7th Infantry was then forced out of Brei
terwald on the same day, and on 20-21 December 1944, the )5th was relieved by 
the 44th and 87th Infantry Divisions after almost 162 days of continual com
bat. The division then moved ba.ck to Metz for rehabilitation. 

By this time, the Germans had already begun their furious onslaught in the 
Ardennes. The Battle of the Bulge was on in full fury. The 35th was one of 
the Jrd Army divisions picked to attack northward into the southern side of 
the German penetration. The weather was bitter cold with some snowstorms 
and heavy drifting~the worst winter in Europe in half-a-century. 

Under these ap:ialling conditions, the J5th crossed the Sure River, 27 Dec
ember 1944, and held its own against elements of 4 different German divisions 
including the bulk of the double-tough, elite lst SS Panzer Division '"Leib
standarte" and :iart of the equally tough 5th Parachute Division. In the face 
of these odds, the· fighting was unmatched in ferocity, and the J5th was tem
porarily stalemated. Heroically, the 35th fought tenaciously and it finally 

· :iaid off. The Germans were forced back in extremely hard fighting, and the 
vulnerable right flank of the Ba.stogne Highway was secured. Few American 
troops have ever been called upon to fight in more trying conditions. In
spite of it all, the 35th took Villers-la-Bonne-Eau, 10 January 1945, after 



a lJ-day battle. The J5th then advanced. to Oubourcy and took it in house-to-house 
combl.t on 15 January 1945. The town of Lutrebois then fell after a bitter 5-day 
ba.ttle. On 18 January, the J5th was relieved, and returned to Metz to resume its 
interrupted rest. But not for long. 

The 35th was soon sent to the U.S. 7th Army area in Alsace to help stabilize 
the front there. The division occupied. the For~t Dominiale (forest), and exten
sive i:atrol activity was conducted. 

After only around one week in Alsace, the J5th, in still cold weather, was rush
ed almost JOO miles to the north into southern Holland. It relieved the British 
,52nd Infantry Division:., and held defensive positions along the Roer River from 6-
22 February 1945. 

Then, as i:art of an all-out U.S. 9th Army offensive, the J5th, beginning on 25 
February 1945, attacked across the Roer at Linnich. The division advanced rapidly 
against moderate resistance in its zone of attack. On 6 March 1945, the J5th rea
ched the Rhine, mopped-up Rheinberg, and then advanced through heavy opposition to 
the Wesel River, where Ft. Blucher was seized on 11 March. The J5th was then sent 
back to the rear for rest and rehabilitation. 

The J5th crossed the Rhine, east of Rheinberg, on 26-27 March 194;. The divis
ion was then engaged at Kirchhellen until the end of the month. The 1)4th Infantry 
Regiment reached the Zweig Canal at Meckinghoven on 2 April, and then joined the 
rest of the J5th defending the Rhein-Heme Canal sector. 

After regrouping, the Santa Fe attacked across the canal to positions beyond the 
city of Gelsenkirchen, 9 April, and then closed up to the Ruhr River, west of Witt
en by 11 April 1945. 

The 35th then advanced across north-central Germany, bypassing the city of Braun
schweig (Brunswick). Resistance was sporadic in its zone of attack, and the divis
ion reached the wide Elbe River on 14 April 1945. The J5th then mopped-up in the 
vicinity of Angern and Kolbitz until 26 April, and then shifted to Hannover for 
occupational duty and mopping-up actions. Later, the 35th joined the recently for
med 15th Army. 

The J5th returned home in September 1945, and was inactivated that following 
December. 

Honors: Congressional Meda.ls of Honor-1 Casualties: 
Distinguished Unit Citations----6 * 
Distinguished Service Crosses--44 
Silver Stars 688 

Total Battle Deaths-2,997 
Killed In Action----2,48; 
Wounded ll,;26 
Missing )40 
Captured 1,471 
Total Casualties~15,822 

* One to the entire 1)4th Infantry Regiment-Battle of the Bulge 



1 WWII 

JULY 1944 
11 July 1111111111111111 16 
12 July 11111111111111 14 
lJ July 1111111111111 lJ 
14 July 111111111111111111 18 

J.5TH INFANTRY DIVISION "Santa Fe" 

15 July 1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 5.5:* 
16 July 111111111111111111111111 24 approx. 
17 July 11111111111111111111111111111111111 35 l0°*"1en 
18 July 1111111111111111111 19 
19 July 1111111111 10 
20 July 111111 
21 July 1111 
22 July 1111 
2J July 1111111 
24 July 1111 
25 July 111111111 9 
26 July 11111111 8 
27 July 1111111 
28 July 111111111111111111 18 
29 July 1111111 
JO July 1111111111111111111111111 2.5 
Jl July 11111111 8 

Jll 

AUGUST 1944 
1 Aug 11111111111111111111111 2J 
2 Aug 11111111111111111111 20 
J Aug 111111111 9 
4 Aug 11111111111111 14 
.5 Aug 1111 
6 Aug 1 
7 Aug 111111 
8 Aug 1111111 
9 Aug 111111111111 12 

10 Aug 1111111111111 lJ 
11 Aug 1111111111111 lJ 
12 Aug 11111111111111111 17 
lJ Aug 1111111111111111 16 
14 Aug 11111 
1.5 Aug 1 
16 Aug 111 
17 Aug 11111111 8 
18 Aug 111 
19 Aug 1 
20 Aug 1 
22 Aug 11 
24 Aug 1 
2.5 Aug 1 
27 Aug 11 

18J 



2 . WWII 

SEPI'EMBER 1944 

J Sept 1 
10 Sept 11 
11 Sept 11111111111 11 
12 Sept 11111111111111111111 20 
lJ Sept 111111111111111 15 
14 Sept 1111111111 10 
15 Sept 11111111111 11 
16 Sept 111111 
17 Sept 1111111111111 lJ 
18 Sept 1111 
19 Sept 11111 
20 Sept 1111111111111111111 19 
21 Sept 11111111111111 14 
22 Sept 111111 
2) Sept 111111111111111111111 21 
24 Sept 11111 
25 Sept 11111111 8 
26 Sept 111111111111 12 
27 Sept 11111111 8 
28 Sept 1111111111111111 16 
29 Sept 1111111111 10 
JO Sept 111111111111111111 18 

235 

J5TH INFANTRY DIVISION "Santa Fe" 

OCTOBER 1944 

1 Oct 111111111111111 15 
2 Oct 111111111111111 15 
J Oct 11 
4 Oct 1 
5 Oct 1 
6 Oct 1 
7 Oct 1 
8 Oct 111 
9 Oct 1 

10 Oct 1111111111111111111111111 25 
11 Oct 1111111 
12 Oct 11111 
17 Oct 1 
18 Oct 1 
20 Oct 11 
Jl Oct 1 

82 

NOVEMBER 1944 

1 Nov 1 
4 Nov 1 
5 Nov 1 
7 Nov 1 
8 Nov 111111111111111111 18 
9 Nov 1111111111 10 

10 Nov 1111111111111111111111111 2.5 
11 Nov 111111111111111111 18 
12 Nov 111111 
lJ Nov 11111111111111111111 20 
14 Nov 11111111111111111 17 
15 Nov 111111111111111111 18 
16 Nov 1111111111 10 
17 Nov 1111111111 10 
18 Nov 111111 
19 Nov 111111111 9 
20 Nov 1111111 
21 Nov 1111 
22 Nov 11111111111111 14 
2J Nov 1111111111 10 
24 Nov 11111111 8 
25 Nov 1111 
26 Nov 11111111 8 
27 Nov 11 
28 Nov l 
29 Nov 1 

·JO Nov 11 

2)2 



3 · WWII 

DECEMBER l~ 

2 Dec 11 
3 Dec 1 
4 Dec 11 
5 Dec 1111 
6 Dec 11111111 8 
8 Dec 11111111111 11 
9 Dec 11111111111111111111 20 

10 Dec 1 
11 Dec 1111 
12 Dec 111111111 9 
13 Dec 11111111 8 
14 Dec 11111 
15 Dec 1111111111 10 
16 Dec 11111111111 11 
17 Dec 111111111111 12 
18 Dec 111 
19 Dec 11 
20 Dec 111111111111 12 
21 Dec 1 
22 Dec 1 
23 Dec 111 
28 Dec 1 
29 Dec 111 
JO Dec 111 
Jl Dec 111 

140 

35TH INFANTRY DIVISION "Santa Fe" 

JANUARY 194-5 

1 Jan 1111111111111111111111111111 28 
2 Jan 11111111111111 14 
3 Jan 11111 
4 Jan 11111111111111 14 
5 Jan 111111111111111 15 
6 Jan 111111111111 12 
7 Jan 1111111111111111111111111 25 
8 Jan 111111 
9 Jan 111111 

10 Jan 111111111111111111 18 
11 Jan 1111111111111 13 
12 Jan 1111111111111 1) 
13 Jan 1111111111111111 16 
14 Jan 11111111111111 14 
15 Jan 11 
16 Jan 111 
17 Jan 1111111111 10 
18 Jan 111 
19 Jan 111 
21 Jan 1 
23 Jan 1 
24 Jan 11 
25 Jan 111111111 9 
26 Jan 1 
28 Jan 11 

236 

FEBRUARY 194-5 

1Feb1 
4 Feb 1 
5 Feb 1 
7 Feb 11 

12 Feb 1 
1) Feb l 
16 Feb 1 
17 Feb 11 
23 Feb 111 
24 Feb 1 
26 Feb 1111111111 10 
27 Feb 111111 
28 Feb 1 

Jl 



4 . WWII 

J5TH INFANTRY DIVISION "Santa Fe" 

MARCH 194.5 

2 Mar 1 
J Mar 1 
4 Mar 111 
.5 Mar 1111 
6 Mar 1 
7 Mar 11 
8 Mar 11111111111111111 17 
9 Mar 11111 

26 Mar 111111111 9 
27 Mar 11 
28 Mar 111111111111111 1.5 
29 Mar 11 
JO Mar 11111111 8 
Jl Mar 1 

71 

J.5TH INFANTRY DIVISION'S 

bloodiest day-------1.5 July 1944 
bloodiest month July 1944 
2nd bloodiest day 17 July 1944 
Jrd " " " 1 January 194.5 

APRIL 194.5 

1 Apr 1 
2 Apr 1 
4 Apr 11 
7 Apr 1 
8 Apr 11 

10 Apr 1 
11 Apr 111 
12 Apr 11 
1) Apr 11 
16 A pr 1111111 
17 A pr 1111111 
22 Apr 1 
23 Apr 1 
28 Apr 1 

J2 

4th " " " JO July, 10 October, and 10 November 1944; 7 January 194.5 
5th " " " -----16 July 1944 

Total bl t tle dea ths-----2, 936 
1,.5.54 are listed=.52.~ KIA~2,476 

JUNE 1945 

18 June 1 

1 



Origina.lly-Ten.s ktiona.l Cua.rd 

Acti"¥&ted (W II)--2.5 November 1940 

Returned. To United St&teis-1.5 Deceaber 1945 

Ina.ctiva.ted-15 Deceaber l~.5 

Bl.ttle Credite, World Wa.r ll: Sa.lerno Bea.chhea.d 
Southern ha.nee 
Siegfried Line 

Da.:J'15 In Combl.. t-400 

Coaarding Genere.la (During Co•b&. t, WW ll): 
Ma.j-Gen Fred L. l&lker 
Ma. j-Gen John E. Da.hlq uilS t 

Southern Ita.ly Anzio Ro.e--Arno 
Voeges Mount.a.ins Al.isa.ce 

Rhinela.m Centra.l Europe 

Co:mb&.t Chronicle: The %th In:f&ntry Division :firl5t sa.w a.ction during World Va.r I> in the 
Keuse...t..rgonne oa.:iqaign. 
, In. World War II, it wa.s the first U.S. divisiOD. t.o land on. continental Europe. 

The )6th DiTision l&nied in larth A.:f'rioa., 13 April 1943, a.rd tra.ined. a.t Anew &nd hba.t. 
Then, on 9 Septeaber 1943, it la.med a.t Pa.eat.mt om the Gul:f' of Salerno. The 36th'e ba:p

tiaa of :fire wa.s a. bloody one. The era.ck 16th l?a.nzer Di viision, Yetera.n of the RwssiAn Front, 
wa.a niting elightly inla.lld :f'roa the bea.ehhea.d, a.:oi couenoed strong counteratta.clas, u la.t
er did the 29th l?a.~e:r Grenadier Dimion. Kea.mrhile, two kitieh divisioM, British ooa»
a.nd.os, a.ni a U .s. :re.nge:r bl. tt&lion ha.d. la.med to the left ( weet) of the '.36th, a.nd the next 
da.y, the U.S. 45th Infa.ntry Ditlsion lamed. other :feraid.a.ble G~n units bega.n &tta.clas 
on the entire bea.chhead., a.ni far severa.l d.a.ys the iaisue wa.s c:ritioa.l, but tena.cioui; Allied 
resists.nee, a.nd fire :.tro .. a.n &rtillery ba.tta.lion o:f the U .s. J4th Division a.m a.cou:ra.te o-rr
shore na.w.l gun!'ire helped sa...-e the situation. The Allies g:rialy hung on a.nd slowly bega.n 
:forcing their lBY inlAM., the '.36th 1Seetn"ing the a.re& :fro.: Agropoli to Altavilla.. It wa.is in 
the Ca.ttle :for Alta.Yi.lla. tba.t the 36th produced one of the aost :!1.•ous heroer; o:f the wa.r, 
Ccxrpcre..1 Cha.rles E. •co--.mo• X:ell:r, Compa.ny L, 143rd Il'lfa.nt.ry Regi..aent, 13 Septeaber 1943. 

Corpora.l Kelly yolunt&rily joined a. JI!. trcl a.nd looa. ted. and neutra.l.lled enemy gun posit
ions. Again Yolunta.rily, he -.de hir; 1n1.y unier intense fire to a. hill a. aile a.n.y, report
ing on his return tha.t it n.is held by the Ger..ns. Joining a.not.her :i:atrol, he helped. }Xlt 2 
•ehine-gunis oat of a.ction. He then found a.n a.bllUn.i ti on dUllp under :fire, a.nd joined in i te 
defense. Corpora.l Kelly protected his p05ition f:rOI! the upper noor of a. !a.rJlhouae &ll tba.t 
night, a.nd wa.s un:i.er coMta.nt a.tta.ck :fro .. the eneay in other buildings, in ditches a.?Xl gull
ies, a.nd :fro• neia.rby height.is. 

Tba.t !ollOlfing •orning the G-er..ns re&d.ied fo:r a.n a.ll-out a.ssa.ult. Co:rpo:ra.l Kelly :fired 
rlth hia rifle, a. 't::&zr>olai., then with a. BAR--a.?Xl then, a.is the G-er.a.ng surged forwa.rd., lfith 
6o u. acrta.r !Shelli. He did. this by pulling out the safety pin which neutralizes the prop
ellitlg cha.rge a.rd the oa.p which sets off the charge. Then he gently tapped the shell on a. 
'W'ind.ow ledge a.ni listened. a.nx:iouslr. He hee.rd. the sowxi of the seconi 'Pin inside falling, 



a.nd knew he had a. live bomb in his ha.nds. The Ge~ns were a.bout to rush the house a.ny sec
ond.. Re threw the shell u one would throw a. footba.ll, ha.rd u be could, a.nd there wa.e a. 
he&vy explosion. Vhen the s11oke cl&a.red a.way, a ditch wa.s filled with sp:ra.wled Gerw.ns. He 
threw nW11erous •orta.r shellB a.t the enesy in this 1&nner, inflicting h&&yY oa.sua.ltiH, &J:Xi 
then, he a.Di soine other aen in the building Jaa.d.e thei:r esce.pe during tha.t night. Corpora.l 
Kelly survived. the wa.r to l.a.te:r receive the Meda.l of Honor-one of 14 a.n.rded to men o:f the 
'.36th Infa.nt:ry Divi.sion. 

After the Sa.lerno b&&chhead wa.s secured by 17 September l94J, the )6th wa.s given a rest, 
returning to the front on l.5 Novea'ber, a.nd. relieYing the )rd. Infi..ntry Divisien. 

In ee.rly...Deceaber 194-:3, the !)th Army bega.n '"Ope:re. tion Ra.incoa. t•, a.ptly na.aed. since, dur
ing this period, •sunny Italy"' wa.s not so sum:iy. The wea:ther was unmua.lly blea.k a.nd. ra.iny, 
a.nd the nights were bitter cold.. This opera. tio:n wa.s a.imed a. t "brea.king the Ge:rma.n Winter Line, 
just south of Ca.ssino. In r.o•e of the aost :rugged fighting of the wa.r, the )6th fought such 
11e11ora.ble 't:a.ttles a.s Monte Lungo, Monte Sa.1U1Ucro, a. :pi.rticula.rly tough bLttle, Monte Trocch
io, a.nd the bitter lo-da.y 't:a.ttle for Sa.n Pietro .. 

Befare Sa.n Pietro could be ta.ken, t.he Germans had to be forced off of these heights in 
very strenuous :fighting. Often, supplies had to be "brought up by pa.ck-aule, a.?Xi. the Cena.ns 
had a.ll the a.dva.nta.ges of the defender. It wa.1S a. :rifle•n's wa:r und.e:r grueling ba.rd.shipi, 
and it wa.s during this tiae tha.t fi.11ed. wa.r correspondent Ernie Pyle hooked up with the )6th. 
He soon wrote one of the most aoYing stories to come out of the wa.r about a beloved coapa.ny 
comand.e:r who was killed in a.ction, Ca. pt.a.in Henry T. Wa.skow. This a.rticle la. te:r wa.s the 
princi:i:al the•e far '"GI Joe•, the 11.ovie a bout Jl:rnie' ts wa.:r experiences. 

It wa.sn't until Christu.s Eve, 194'.3, when a. fina.l despe:ra.te a.tt&ck wa.s made by weary el
eae:nts of the l4lst In:fant:ry Regiment, tha.t the key hill JMSS of Sa.mmucro 'N&.S seaed, fin
ally :forcing the Germans out o:f Sa.n Pietro after their position had become untenable. John 
Huston ma.de a. 30-minute :f'ila o:f' J».rl of the Battle of Sa.n :Pietro, which h8.s co11e to be con
sidered., by any, the best film to co•e out of the wax. 

Then, in Ja.nua.ry 1944, in conjunction with the '.34th In:fantry DiYision's assault on Ca.ssino, 
two regiments of the )6th were a.ssigned. the ext:reaely di.i':f'icult ta.sk o:f' a.ssa.ul.ting a.cross 
the ns:rrow, bat swi:ft-flowing Rapido River. C:ra.ck German grenadiers raked them with mortar, 
mchine-gun, a.nd. rif'le :f'ire a.rd the a.tta.ck failed. :But the Texa.ns had. fought cou:r&geOUl!lly 
against overwhelming odds. Meanwhile, the l42nd Infantry Regiaent was helJ?ing the 34-th Div
ision's 'Valiant, but abortive attempt to ta.ke Ca.ssino. 

FollOM'ing the sa.va.ge Ce.ttle a.t the Ra.pido, the )6th wa.s given 7 weeks of rest, a.i:xi then 
re-entered the f~ting. It joined the :forces at the Anzio be&chhead, 25 Ma.:y 1944, a.nd. help
ed in the "breakout from the bea.chhea.d in very hea.yY :fighting. In :fact, it was such tough 
going for the Aaeric:e.ns a.nd. :B:ri tish in trying to "bre&.k the seemingly iron :ring of Ger.on de
fenses south of Rome, that they a.gain were a.l.lllost staleJll!l.ted. But then, in a. brilliant •n
eu...er, the )6th succeeded. in looa.ting a s:ma.ll gap in the Germ.n lineg, exploited this advan
tage in soae skillful night naneuvering, a.nd ce.ptured. the key town of Velletri. This pi.ved 
the ny fCJ:r the fall of Rolle, which the Allies finally entered on 4 June 19'1'1 two da.ys 'be
fore the inva.sion of Norma.my. If Genera.ls Alexa.mer a.nd. Clark received the key to •the 
eterna.l city"' , it was the )6th which turned tha. t key am ha.?XJ.ed. it to them. 

The men of the )6th ho~ for some well-<ieserved tisae in Rome, wt they neve:r got it. In-
8tead, they were ordered to continue on north along the western coa.et. Sharp, but fairly 
short, resistance was »et in the hills around Ma.gliano. The diYision then advanced a.s fa.r 
north a.s Piombino, 26 June, before being pu1.led bi.ck to Pa.estllll for rest a.rxi recupera.tion. 

The Texans Jlade their second a.•Jii.ibioos assault J.Aming of the n.r, this tilte in isouth
ern F:ra.noe on 1.5 August 1944. They J11et the sti:!'feet opposition of a.ny of the a.ssa.ult for
ces, but it was not of lengthy duration, a.rxi most objectives were quickly obt&ined. AdYll.n
cing up the Rhone Rive= Valley, Montelima.r fell on 28 August, after a :ra.ging 'tattle, a.oo a 
large :pa.rt of the Gerasn 19th Army W"U ba.d.ly 8hot-up a.tS it retreated. to the north. Mea.n
while, the 14)rd Infant..--y Regiment had captured. the city of Grenoble, tow;o.rd the Swiss fron
tier. 

Along with the )rd and 4,5th Infantry Divisions a.nd French units, the )6th then continued 
north. It fought through Luxeuil, the Wit' I 1::ase of the f».110\115 lA.fayette Esoa.drille, a.m 
then to the Moeelle River at Reni.remont, at the 'l:ase of the high Vosges. Here, the Genians 



put u:p bitter resist.a.nee. 
The Moselle n.a one of the Ge~ns' hea.viest :fixed lines of defense, but the Texans 

outwitted the defend.en. Led by the 70-yea:r old •yor o:f Ji&on-a.ux-:Sois , who knew the riv
er well, the l4lst In:fa.ntry, wading nist-deep, snea.ked. a.cross a. li ttle-knOWD :fo:rd during 
the night a.nd established a. l:xridgehea.d. ltecovering :f:roa their surprise, the Gena.ns turn
ed mmierous fire on the be.ttalions, bat the A11erie&na drove on into the forests tha.t coy
er the slopes of the Vosges. The ftl.mous Ja.pLnese Aae:rica.n 442nd. Infantry liegi.aent, which 
wu a.tta.ched to the )6th at this ti.JD.e, distinguished itself with a. ga.lla.nt a.tta.ck which 
took Bruyeres, a.nd also :fought through to a. l:&tta.lion of the )6th which had. becoae 1Su:rr
ound.ed., a.nd saYed its aen f:roJQ prol:&ble a.md.hila.tion. Mines, a.:rtillery, a.nd enipen -.de 
the be. ttle in the fores ts a. night.a.re • 

In a. grinding offensive, the )6th crossed the Meurthe Rive:r, fought through the burning 
t.OMll o:f Corcieux, brea.ched. the 2,900-foot high Ste. Ma.:rie Pu.a, a.nd entered the :fl.a.t Al.sa.t
iAn Pla.in. 

On 6 December 1944, in a.nd a.round Selesta.t, the Ge:rnalll!I bega.n a. se:ries of strcmg a.nd 
skil.l:f'u.l a.tta.cks, the object of which walS nothing less than to de1Stroy the )6th Division. 
The Ger11ane used :first-rate troops in these viciows a.tta.cks, including SS eleaents. In 
s Olle of the di vis ion' s aos t desperate fighting of the war, all of these enemy a.ssa.ul ts were 
hurled 'tack with very hea. vy losses to the GerJ111Lns, a.nd one l:& tU.lion of the )6th n.s a.wa.rd
ed. the Distinguished. Unit Cita.tion. Shortly a.ft.er, the )6th was pulled out o! the line a.f
t.er 122 consecuti-ve days of coml:&t. But not for very long. 

On l Ja.nua.ry 194-5, the Ge:r.ans opened a. :f'urious offensive in northern Alsace with soae 
14 divisionB, right at the heighth o:f the :Battle of the Bulge, ra.ging to the northwest. 
The )6th was :rushed northward to help stop the Germans who were a.tta.ck.ing with grea.t el.a.n. 
:By 3 Ja.nua.ry, the entire division had. taken up defensive positions in the lll'&a. a.bout Mont
l:xronn, 10 miles southwest of :Bi tche. In very ha.rd :fighting the Germans dented the l.ine be
tween Leaberg a.Dd Gotzen'bruck, 'but this J.oss wa.s restored. before d.a.:rk of the sa.ae d.a.y. Af
t.er 6 Ja.nuary, enemy a. tta.cks in the 36th' s sector were conta.ined., a.ni then grad.ua.lly died 
dorn, a.s the Germa.ns beoa.:ae discouraged e.t whs.t little success they had ha.d in this a.re&. 

However, over in the extreme right :f'la.nk of the U .s. ?th ~ sector, it was another 
story. In the area. between G&mbsheiln a.Di Drusenheim, the Germans ha.d mna.ged t.o foroe a. 
da.ngerous 'brid.gehea.d over the Rhine with two era.ck di visions, the elite loth SS Panzer Div
ision ani the 5.53:rd Volksgrena.dier. A :f'urious be. ttle soon de-veloped.. The U .s. 12th Arm
ored Division, a.tte:mpting to eliminate this bridgehead, ·16-18 January, was thrOIOl ta.ck with 
conside:ra.ble losses. The U.S. '79th Infantry Division wa.s also having a rough time of it 
nc:rthea.st o'f Ha.guena.u in bea. ting be.ck repeated enemy a.ssa.ul ts • To bolster and sa. ve this 
critioa.l situation, the )6th wa.s cxrd.ered. froJR .Kontl:xronn, save for the l4lst In:fa.nt:ry which 
remined. in tha.t area and was a.ttached. to the looth Infantry Division. 

The waather was still bitte:r cold as the 143rd Infant_ry moYed in to support the 12th A.:r
Jlo:red on 19 Ja.nua.ry. The :f'urious fighting continued, but a big turning point in the bi. ttle 
wa.s when Lt. Colonel Marion ·p. Bowden led his bi.ttalion in a determined counterattack that 
killed 8) :aen and captured 176 more :f:rom the loth SS Panzer, some of Ge:r.a.ny' s best troops. 

After this, the enemy pressure in this ~&a g:ra.d:oally sp.ittered out, as the snOlf fell to 
& hea. vy 12-inch covering. Artificial 11oon1ight at night (searchlights :reflecting off o:f 
the low ceiling, oYerce.st sky) detected the slightest eneJ?y :aove111ents. By the em of Ja.n
ua._ry, the entire Genia.n o:ffensi ve had co11e to a ha.l t. 

In early-February 1945, the )6th fought blil.ck to rega.in lost gromxl a.Dd s-.shed into Ober
hoffen a.xxl.. Herrlishei.Jl, both of which the Germ.ll!I bitterly contested. In :fact, they resitst
ed :fana. tioa.lly, aoo it was bitter house-to-house coml:a t. Opening A.erics.n a. tt&ckg on lierr
llihea were thrown be.ck, but the Ge...-mns were eventually forced to evacuate the town. In 
Oberhoffen it was a. violent struggle a.hoot 2 week!; long in which the 36th ha.d. two 1nore Med.
al of Honor winners, 2ni Lt Ed.ward Dahlgren am Sgt Emile Del&&u,Jr. of the 14200. In:fant_ry 
Regllient. 

SgtDeleau won his a.'lf'8.rd posthUlllousl:r. He was in Com:i:s.n:r A, am led hit!! squad in a. night 
a.tta.ck on Obe:rhoffen on 1 Fel:n-uar:r 1945. After clearing one building, he •oved his aen to
ward a secorxi house :f:rom which ca.me hea.vy :aachine-gun fire. He courageously ran forwa.:rd, 
:fi:ring his su'tmachinegun as he went, until close enough to hurl a grena.d.e through a. window, 



killing J Germa.ns and wrecking thei:r gun. Hi& J%t"ogre51S 'W&S then stopped by hea. vy rifle 
a.txi •chine-gun fire from another house. Sgt Delea.u d.a.shed through the door, hi1S gun 
bla.zing, and captured 10 Gernans. His squad then took up a position for the night and 
waited for daylight to resume the attack. 

At dawn on 2 February, Sgt Delea.u :pressed forward with his unit and killed 2 snipers, 
when more ma.chine-gun fire tarred the way. Despite this fi:re, he raced a.cross an open 
area. a.nd killed the 2-mn crew of this gun with a grenade. W or~ to the front of a 
building, he located another ma.chine-gun. Finiing it impossible to toss a. grenade a.t it 
:from his protected position, he fearlessly moved away from the building and wa.s about to 
hurl a. grenade when he wa.s instantly killed by a. burst :fro111 the gun he sought to knock out. 

Vi th JDa.gni:f'icent cou:ra.ge and daring a.ggressi veness, Sgt Deleau cleared four well-defend
ed houses of the enemy, a.oo, at the sacrii'ice of his own life, aided his entire ba. tta.lion 
to rea.ch its objective with minilDUlll oa.sua.l ties. 

Then, after a rest period, a.s p;.rt of a.n a.ll-out 7th Army offensiTe to smash the Sieg
:fried Line, beginning 15 March 1945, the J6th sla.shed. forwa.:rd in yet more furious fighting, 
hitting the fortifications at Wissembourg. On the J6th's left fla.nk was the U.S. l()J:i:d. Inf
a.nt..7 Division, and on the right, next to the Rhine, was the )rd Algerian Division of the 
French lst A:rmy. It took several days of heavy fighting against Germa.n artillery, rocket, 
mortar, ma.chine-gun, and rifle fire before the J6th smashed through a.nd. into the P.a.la.tina.te. 
After helping to mop-up the enemy in this region, the 36th got a well-deserved and lengthy 
rest. 

Toward the eoo of the war in Europe, the J6th was moved deep into Ba. va.ri.a. where it rel
ieved. the 6)rd Infantry Division at La.nisberg on 29 April 1945. Continuing the advance on 
eastward below the Alp;, the )6th captured Field. Marshal von Rundstedt at Bad Tolz, l May, 
and then, at Rosenheim, captured the number twc ranked Na.zi, portly Hermann Gering. 

ElementS of the division then turned south into Austria-some men noted in mock alarm
·r:a.ck toward Italy. Ki tzbU.hel and other smaller villa.gas and towns were ta.ken, ani then the 
Germa.ns finally su:rrerdered on 8 Ma.y 1945. 

The 36th was one of the great-fighting American divisions of World. War II, ha.Ying seen 
more tha.n its share of the war. The 36th returned home in December 1945, although ma.ny of 
its men had rotated. 1::e.ck to the United States much ea.:rlie:r. 

Honors: Congressional Medals o'f: Honor-14 
Distinguished. Unit Citations-12 * 
Distinguished Service C:rosses--80 
Silver Sta.rs 2,354 

Ca.sual ties: Total Battle Deaths- 3, 890 
Killed In Action-J,318 
Wounded. 14,190 
.Missing 494-
Ca. ptured 2' 6 50 
Total Casua.lties----20,652 

* One to the entL..-e l42nd Infi.nt.....ry Regiment--Siegfried Line (Alsace-Germany) 

other 36th Infantry Division Medal of Honor winners in World Wa.:r II: Killed in action * 
'!/5 Gra.de Bernard P. Bell, 14200. Inf Rgt, 18 Dec 1944, near .Mittelwih:r, Alsace, France 
lst Lt Arnold L. Bjorklund, l42nd Inf Bgt, 13 September 1943, Salerno beachhead., Italy 
T/5 Gra.de Charles H. Coolidge, 141st Inf Rgt, 24-27 Oct 1944, east of :Belmont-sur-Butta.nt, 
France 
T/5 Grade Mo_.:.is E. Crain, * 14lst Inf Rgt, 13 March 1945, Ha.guenau, Alsace, France 
Pvt William J. Cra:id'o:rd, 142.nd. Inf Rgt, 13 September 1943, Salerno beachhead, Italy 
Sgt ID:hra.rd c. Dahlgren, 142nd. Inf Rgt, ll Feb:::-ua....ry 1945, Oberhoffen, Alsace, France 
2nd Lt Ste!X'len R. Gregg, 14):rd Inf Rgt, 27 August 1944, near Monteli:ma.r, France 
P:fc Silvestre s. Herrera, 142ZX:. Inf Rgt, 15 P\arch 1945, near Mertzwiller, Alsace, France 
Sgt James r.. Logan, 14lst Inf Rgt, 9 September 1943, near Salerno, Italy 
S/sgt Thom.s E. :McCall, 143rd Inf Rgt, 22 January 1944, near San Angelo, Italy 
Sgt Elli.s R. Weicht, '* 142nd Inf Rgt, 3 December 1944, St. Hip:polyte, Alsace, France 
S/sgt Homer L. Wise, 142nd Inf Rgt, 14 June 1944, Magliano, Italy 



1 WWII 

J6TH INFANTRY DIVISION "Texans" 

SEPTEMBER 19't-J 
9 Sept 111111111111111111111111111111 

111111111111111111111111111111 60* 
10 Sept 11 approx. 
11 Sept 11111 ll<*men 
12 Sept 11 
lJ Sept 11111111111111111111 20 
14 Sept 11111111111 11 
15 Sept 111111 . 
16 Sept 1111111 
17 Sept 11 
18 Sept 1 
19 Sept 1111 
20 Sept 11 
2) Sept 1111111111111 lJ 
24 Sept 11111111 8 
JO Sept 1 

144 

OCTOBER l9'i J 
J Oct 111 
4 Oct 1111111 
6 Oct 1 

11 

NOVEMBER 194 J 

16 Nov 1 
17 Nov 1111 
19 Nov 1111111111111111 16 
21 NOV 1111111 
22 Nov 1111 
2) Nov 111111 
24 Nov 11 
25 Nov 11111111 8 
26 Nov 11 
27 Nov 11 
28 Nov 1 
29 Nov 11 
JO Nov 11 

57 

DECEMBER 194J 
2 Dec 1 
J Dec 111111111 9 
4 Dec 111 
5 Dec 111 
6 Dec 1 
7 Dec 1111 
8 Dec 11111111111 11 
9 Dec 111111111111111111111111111111 JO 

10 Dec 111111111 9 
11 Dec 1 
12 Dec 11 
lJ Dec 1111 
14 Dec 111111111 9 
15 Dec 11111111111111111 17 

. 16 Dec 111111111111111 15 
17 Dec 1111 
18 Dec 111111 
19 Dec 111111 
20 Dec 1111111111 10 
21 Dec 11111111 8 
22 Dec 1 
2) Dec 11 
24 Dec 111 
26 Dec 1 
27 Dec 11 
28 Dec 1 
29 Dec 1 
Jl Dec 1 

165 



2 WWII 

JANUARY 19'+4 

1 Jan 11 
4 Jan 1 
7 Jan 1 
9 Jan 1 

15 Jan 111 
16 Jan 111111 
17 Jan 1 
18 Jan 1111111 
19 Jan 1 
20 Jan 11111 

J6TH INFANTRY DIVISION "Texans" 

21 Jan 111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 57 
22 Jan 111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 60* 
2J Jan 11111111111111111111111111111111111 J5 approx. 
24 Jan 111111111 9 llffiEmen 
25 Jan 111111111 9 
26 Jan llll 
27 Jan lllllll 
28 Jan 11 
29 Jan 11 
JO Jan llll 
Jl Jan 1111111111 10 

227 

FEBRUARY 1944 
1 Feb 1111111 
2 Feb 1111111 
J Feb 1111111 
4 Feb 11111111111111111 17 
5 Feb 111111111111111 15 
6 Feb 111 
7 Feb 111111111 9 
8 Feb 111111 
9 Feb 11111111 8 

10 Feb 11 
11 Feb 111111111111111111111 21 
12 Feb 1111111111111111111111111111111 Jl 
lJ Feb 11111111 8 
14 Feb 1111 
15 Feb 1 
16 Feb 1111 
17 Feb 1111111 
18 Feb 11111 
19 Feb 11111 
20 Feb 1111 
21 Feb 11 
24 Feb 1111111 
25 Feb 111 
26 Feb 11 
27 Feb 11 

187 



J WWII 

MARCH 19'f4 

1 Mar 1 
J Mar 1 
5 Mar 1 

11 Mar 1 
18 Mar 1 

5 

MAY 19'-fl+ 

25 May 11 
26 May 1 
27 Ma.y 1 
28 May 111111111111111 15 
29 May 1111111111111 1) 
JO May 11111111111 11 
Jl May 1111111111 10 

5) 

J6TH INFANTRY DIVISION "Texans" 

JUNE 1944 
1 June 111111111111111111111111 24 
2 June 11111111111111111111 20 
J June 1111111111111111111 19 
4 June 1111111111 10 · 
5 June 1111111 
6 June 1 
9 June 111 

11 June 111111111111111111 18 
12 June 111111111 9 
lJ June 1111111111 10 
l'+ June 111111111111111111111 21 
15 June 111 
16 June 1 
17 June 11111111111111 14 
18 June 111111 
19 June 1111 
20 June 111 
21 June 111 
22 June 1111111 
2J June 11111 
24 June 11 

190 

AUGUST 1944 
15 Aug 111111111111111 15 
16 Aug 1111111111111111111111111 25 
17 Aug 1111111 
18 Aug 1 
19 Aug 1111111 
20 Aug 1111 
22 Aug 1 
2J Aug 111111 
24 Aug 1111111 
25 Aug 1111111111111 lJ 
26 Aug 11111111111111 14 
27 Aug 111111111111111111 18 
28 Aug 1111111111111111 16 
29 Aug 1111111111 10 
JO Aug 1111111111111 lJ 
Jl Aug 1 

158 



J6TH IffFANTRY DIVISION "Texans" 

SEPI'EMBER 19'J4 

1 Sept 1 
7 Sept 1 
8 Sept 1 
9 Sept 111111 

10 Sept 1 
11 Sept 11 
12 Sept 111111111 9 
lJ Sept 11111 
l'+ Sept 1111111 
15 Sept 111 
16 Sept 111 
17 Sept 111 
18 Sept 1 
19 Sept 1111 
20 Sept 1 
21 Sept 111111111111111111111111111 27 
22 Sept 1111111111111111111111 22 
2) Sept 11 
21+ Sept 1 
25 Sept 11111111111111111111 20 
26 Sept 111 
27 Sept 111111111 9 
28 Sept 1111111111111111 16 
29 Sept 11111111111111111111 20 
JO Sept 111111111111111 15 

18J 

OCTOBER 1944 
1 Oct 1111 
2 Oct 11111111 8 
J Oct 11111111 8 
4 Oct 1111111111 10 
5 Oct 111111111111 12 
6 Oct 11111111111 11 
7 Oct 111111111 9 
8 Oct 111111111111 12 
9 Oct 11 

10 Oct 11 
11 Oct 111 
12 Oct 111 
lJ Oct 11111 
II+ Oct 11 
15 Oct 1111 
16 Oct 111111 
17 Oct 1111111111 10 
18 Oct 111 
19 Oct 111 
20 Oct 111111 
21 Oct 111 
22 Oct 11 
2J Oct 11 
24 Oct 11111 
25 Oct 1111111 
26 Oct 11111111 8 
27 Oct 111111 
29 Oct 1111 
JO Oct 1111 
Jl Oct 11111111 8 

172 

NOVEMBER 19°¥f 

1 Nov 111 
2 Nov 11111 
J Nov 1 
4 Nov 1 
5 Nov 11111 
6 Nov 1 
7 Nov 1111 
9 Nov 1111111 

10 NOV 11111111 8 
11 Nov 111 
14 Nov 11 
15 Nov 111 
17 Nov 1 
20 N.ov 1 
21 Nov 1 
22 Nov 111111111 9 
2J Nov 1111111111111 lJ 
24 Nov 1 
25 Nov 111 
26 Nov 111111 
27 Nov 11111 
28 Nov 111111111111 12 
29 Nov 11111 
JO Nov 1111111111 10 

110 

DECEMBER 1944 
1 Dec 111111 
2 Dec 11111111 8 
J Dec lllU: 
4 Dec 111 
5 Dec 111 
6 Dec 111111 
7 Dec 111111 
8 Dec 1111 
9 Dec 1111111111111 lJ 

10 Dec 11 
11 Dec 111111111 9 
12 Dec 1111111 
lJ Dec 11111111111 11 
14 Dec 1111111111111111 16 
15 Dec 1111111111 10 
16 Dec 1111111111 10 
17 Dec 111111111 9 
18 Dec 11111 
19 Dec 111 
20 Dec 11 
27 Dec 1 
29 Dec 11 

141 



5 WWII 

JANUARY 19'+5 
2 Jan llll 
J Jan lll 
4 Jan lll 
6 Jan 1 
7 Jan 1 
8 Jan 111 
9 Jan 1 

l1+ Jan 11 
17 Jan 1 
18 Jan 11 
19 Jan 1 
20 Jan 11 
21 Jan 1111111111111111 16 
22 Jan 111111111 9 
2) Jan llll 
2l} Jan 1 
25 Jan 1 
29 Jan 1 
Jl Jan 11111111 8 

(}+ 

J6TH INFANTRY DIVISION "Texans" 

FEBRUARY 1945 
1 Feb 1111111 
2 Feb 1111~ 
J Feb 11111111111111111111 20 
4 Feb 11111111 8 
5 Feb 1 
6 Feb 1 
8 Feb 11 
9 Feb 1 

10 Feb 1111111111111 lJ 
11 Feb 1111111 
12 Feb 11111 
15 Feb 111 
21 Feb 1 
2) Feb 1 
25 Feb 1 
26 Feb 1 
27 Feb 1 

78 

MARCH 1945 

2 Mar 11 
5 Mar 1 
7 Mar 1 

lJ Mar UH: 
15 Har llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll 42 
16 Mar 111111111111111111 18 
17 Mar 111111111 9 
18 Mar 11111111 8 
19 Mar 1111111111111111 16 
20 Mar 1111111111111 lJ 
21 Mar 11111111111111111111 20 
22 Mar 111111111111 12 
2J Mar 1111 
24 Mar 111 
26 Mar 1 
28 Mar 11 
29 Mar 1 

157 



6 WWII 

J6TH INFANTRY DIVISION. "Texans" 

APRIL 1945 

1 Apr 1 
2 Apr 1 

lJ Apr 111 
18 Apr 11111 
JO Apr 11 

12 

MAY 1945 

1 May 1 
2 May 111 
4 May 1 

29 May 1 

6 

J6TH INFANTRY DIV IS ION'S 

*bloodiest day-------9 September 19'-J.J or 22 January 1944 
bloodiest month January 1944 
Jrd bloodiest day 21 January 19'f/-J. 
4th " " " 15 March 1945 
5th " 
6th " 
7th .. 

" 

.. 
" -----2) January 19'f/-J. 
" -----12 February 1944 .. ------9 December 19'-l-J 

Total tattle deaths-----J,890 
2,121 are listed=J-J..~ KIA~J,)18 

JULY 1945 

20 July 1 

1 



J'(l'H lNFANTRY DIVISION "Buckeye" 

Originally-Ohio National Guard 

Activated (WW II)~l5 October 1940 

Returned To United States~November 1945 

Inactivated~l8 December 1945 

Battle Credits, World War II: New Georgia 

Commanding General (During Combat, WW II): 

Bougainville Luzon 

Maj-Gen Robert s. Beightler Commanded the division throughout 
the entire war 

Comta.t Chronicle: The J7th Infantry Division was originally activated in August 1917, 
and saw action in the Meuse-Argonne and in western Belgium, during World War I. 

The J7th was reactivated in October 1940, and, after intensive training, arrived in 
the Fiji Islands, in June 1942, against a possible Japanese invasion. There, the J7th 
continued its training. After Guadalcanal had been secured, the division moved to that 
island in April 194J, and got ready to invade New Georgia, in the central Solomons. 

First elements of the J7th landed on New Georgia, in conjunction with Marine Raider 
battalions, on 5 July 194J. The rest of the division landed on 20 July 194J, and assist
ed the 4Jrd Infantry Division in capturing Munda Airfield, in one of the hardest, most 
difficult operations of the war in the Pacific. New Georgia was rain, mud, swamps, Eng
lish speaking Japanese~and furious fighting. 

On 20 July 1943, the 145th Infantry Regiment relieved the exhausted 169th Infantry 
Regiment, 4Jrd Infantry Division. On this same day the 148th Infantry Regiment broke 
through some enemy positions, and a road through the jungle between Laiana and the Munda 
Track was completed, allowing the Americans to receive more supplies. 

By 22 July 194J, total U.S. land forces on New Georgia, Rendova, and smaller islands 
amounted to J2, 000 Army troops and 1, 700 Marine personnel. 

On 25 July 1943, the J7th and 4Jrd Divisions opened a massive assault on Munda. But 
the going was still very tough, as the Jaµuiese continued their tenacious opposition. 
First attacks on a ridge mass by the J7th were repulsed with heavy casualties, and there 
was also severe fighting on Horseshoe Hill. It was on Jl July 1943, that the 37th had 
one of its 7 Medal of Honor winners of the war, Private Rodger W. Young, of the 148th 
Infantry Regiment. 

A song was later written titled, "The Ballad of Rodger Young". Bespectacled and mild
mannered, some thought he was too frail for combat, although he was well-liked by his 
fellow soldiers. Rodger showed his mettle on 31 July 1943. 

Operating in dense jungle, his platoon was suddenly pinned down by intense machinegun 
fire. Although the other men had trouble locating the weapon, Pvt Young was sure he saw 
it, and immediately began crawling toward the ma.chinegun. Although hit twice, he con tin
ued his heroic advance, answering with rifle fire. When close enough, he began throwing 
grenades, and though this time he was hit mortally, he had succeeded in drawing the enemy 
fire on to himself. In so doing, he permitted his platoon to withdraw to a comparatively 
safe area, while inflicting several casualties on the enemy. Pvt Young's sacrifice was 



an inspiration to the men of his entire company. 
Munda Airfield was finally ta.ken on 5 August 1943, and mopping-up proceedures then 

began on the entire island. The 37th returned to Guadalcanal for rest and recuperation. 
The 37th will probably always be best remembered for its slaughter of the Japanese on 

Bougainville, in the northern Solomons. The Buckeyes began relieving the )rd Marine Div
ision there in mid-November 1943. They took over the perimeter defense of the area, and 
constructed roads and bridges, and engaged in extensive patrol activity. 

Then, some three months later in March 1944, some 16,000 Japanese who had been waiting 
for the Americans to strike at Buin, on the other side of the island, trekked through the 
jungle and struck in full fury, making 8 major attacks. (The Americal Division was also 
on Bougainville at this time). The enemy assault consisted ma.inly of the infamous 6th 
Division, perpetrators of the rape of Nanking. 

The main Japanese assaults on the 37th consisted of 4 major attacks. These included 
the 8 March 1944 attack on Hill 700, the "Hill of Heroes", where the battle raged in an 
area no more than 100 yards long and 50 yards wide, and where a salient driven into the 
lines of the 145th Infantry Regiment wasn't reduced until lJ March 1944; a ma.in attack 
on 11 March 1944, toward Piva Airfield which hit the l29th Infantry Regiment; and a 2) 
March 1944 general attack which penetrated the J7th's lines before it was defeated. 

In April 1944, patrols cleared the La.ruma River Valley of major enemy units. The 
)7th then remained on Bougainville, and trained for the invasion of Luzon. 

On 9 January 1945, the 37th, along with the 6th, 40th, and 4Jrd Infantry Divisions, 
came ashore at Lingayen Gulf, on Luzon, in the Philippines. The 37th helped spearhead 
the drive toward Manila. Meeting slight resistance at first, the 37th met heavy opposit
ion at Cl.ark Field and Fort Stotsenburg, reaching Manila on 4 February 1945. 

Manila was the only large city battle of the Pacific War, and the 37th bore the brunt 
of the fighting. In terms of duration, ferocity, and casualties, it paralleled or sur
passed many of the city battles in Europe. The Americans soon realized that they couldn't 
hope to save a large part of the city from being wrecked, while at the same time root-out 
the Japanese. And so, they reluctantly lifted restrictions on their artillery. Wherever 
possible, though, they avoided the more valuable buildings including churches, hospitals, 
and administrative structures, but the Japs made this hard to do because of their fanatic
al resistance. Every building was a fortress, almost every street corner a machinegun 
nest. Thousands of mines had been planted by the Japanese, and there were numerous booby
traps. And the Japanese had 16,000 men inside the city. The 37th had more than one Medal 
of Honor winner in Manila, one of whom was Pfc Joseph J. Cicchetti, Company A, 148th Inf-
antry Regiment, 9 February 1945. . 

He was with troops assaulting the first important line of enemy defenses. The Japanese 
had converted the partially destroyed Manila Gas Works and adjacent buildings into a for
midable system of mutual supporting strongpoints from which they concentrated machinegun, 
mortar, and heavy artillery fire on the Americans. Casualties rapidly mounted, and the 
medical aid men, finding it increasingly difficult to evacuate the wounded, called for 
volunteer litter bearers. 

Pfc Cicchetti immediately responded, organized a litter team, and skilfully led it for 
more than 4 hours in rescuing 14 wounded men, constantly passing back and forth over a 
400-yard route which was the impact area for a tremendous volume of the most intense enemy 
fire. On one return trip the path was blocked by machinegun fire, but Pfc Cicchetti delib
erately exposed himself to draw the automatic fire which he neutralized with his own rifle, 
while ordering the rest of the team to rush past to safety with the wounded. 

While gallantly continuing his work, he noticed a group of wounded and helpless soldiers 
some distance away and ran to their rescue, although the enemy fire had increased in ren
ewed intensity. As he approached the casualties, he was struck in the head by a shell 
fragment. With complete disregard for this gaping wound, he continued to his comrades, 
and lifted one and carried him on his shoulders 50 yards to safety. He then collapsed 
and died. 

By his skilled leadership, indomitable will, and dauntless courage, Pfc Cicchetti saved 
the lives of many of his fellow soldiers at the cost of his own. His actions upheld the 
highest traditions of the U.S. military. 



Furious building-to-building fighting continued. On 2J February 1945, an assault was 
begun on Intramuros after heavy artillery preparation. The 145th Infantry stormed the 
Quezon and Parian Gates, while the 129th Infantry crossed the Pasig River in assault 
boa ts and at tacked the Mint Building. Meanwhile , the 148th Inf an try cleared the Legis
lative Building. The fighting was furious and the heat was atifling, but by J March 1945, 
Manila was finally cleared, The city was left in ruins, and thousands of Filipino civil
ians who had been caught up in the battle were slaughtered by the Japs, as they, themselves 
were being annihilated, 

After garrison duty in Manila, .5-26 March 194.5, and then a well-earned rest, the J?th 
was shifted north into the Ca.raOO.llo Mountains. Meanwhile, the 14.5th Infantry Regiment 
was temporarily detached to help out other units in the fighting in the hills northeast 
Of Manila, 

While this took place, in the more northern part of Luzon, more hard and heavy fighting 
occurred. Late in April 194.5, the J?th, in conjunction with the JJrd Infantry Division, 
slugged forward and took the mile-high city of Baguio, Baguio was the summer capital of 
the Philippines, and had also been the headquarters of General Yamashita, Next, the 148th 
Infantry Regiment helped out the 2.5th Infantry Division in the rugged, bloody fighting 
through Balete Pass, 

After resting during most of May, the 37th advanced into the Cagayen River Valley in 
June 194.5, after a sharp fight at Oriung Pass, Advancing northward in the valley the 37th 
took Ilagan against deteriorating resistance, and eventually made contact north of Tugueg
arao with elements of the 5llth Parachute Regiment, 11th Airborne Division, which had drop
ped near A:i:arri. 

The J7th then struck eastward into the wild Sierra Madre Mountains of northeastern Luzon, 
where the .division eliminated about 1,000 of the enemy before V-J Day, 14 August 194.5. The 
J7th lost some 50 men killed in action in this last operation. 

Few outfits in the Pacific had seen more of the enemy, or slain more of them than the 
Buckeye Division, The 37th then helped process prisoners of war, until it returned home 
in November 1945. 

Honors: Congressional Medals of Honor~? 
Distinguished Unit Citations-9 * 
Distinguished Service Crosses-116 
Silver Stars 1,008 

Casualties: 

* One to the entire 148th Infantry Regiment~Luzon 

Total Battle Deaths~l,456 
Killed In Action~l,112 
Wounded 5,261 
Missing~~~~~~~~-'+ 

Captured 1 
Total Casualties~6,378 

Other 37th Infantry Division Medal of Honor winners in World War II: Killed in action * 

Pfc Anthony L. Krotiak, * 148th Inf Rgt, 8 May 1945, Balete Pass, Luzon 
Pfc Frank J. Petrarca, * 14.5th Inf Rgt, 27 July 194J, Horseshoe Hill, New Georgia 
Pfc John N. Reese, Jr.,* 148th Inf Rgt, 9 February 1945, Manila, Luzon 
Pvt Cleto Rodriguez, 148th Inf Rgt, 9 February 1945, Manila, Luzon 
2nd Lt Robert M. Viale, * 148th Inf Rgt, 5 February 194.5, Manila, Luzon 
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*bloodiest day-------9 February 1945 
bloodiest month February 1945 
2nd bloodiest day 10 February 1945 
)rd bloodiest day 14 February 1945 

Total tattle deaths 1,456 
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J8TH INFANTRY DIVISION "Cyclone" 

Originally-Indiana, Kentucky, West Virginia National Guard 

Activated (WW II)-17 January 1941 

Returned To United States-JO October 1945 

Inactivated-10 November 1945 

Battle Credits, World War II: Leyte Bataan Peninsula 

Commanding Generals (During Combat, WW II): 

Luzon 

Maj-Gen Henry L. Jones 
Maj-Gen William c. Chase 
Maj-Gen Frederick A. Irving 

April 1942-February 1945 
February-July 1945 
August 1945-Inactivation 

Comba.t Chronicle: The J8th Infantry Division got its nickname, the "Cyclone Division", 
when it was stationed at Camp Shelby, Mississippi. The tent-city in which it was bivouacked 
was levelled by tremendous winds. Someone dubbed the J8th the Cyclones, and the name stuck. 

After extensive training in the United States, the )8th left the San Francisco port of 
emba.rkation on 3 January 1944. 

The )8th arrived in Hawaii, on 17 January 1944, and took over the defense of Oahu. After 
this, the division sailed to New Guinea, where pa.rt of it trained in the Oro Bay area from 
July-November 1944. 

In early-December 1944, the )8th shipped out for Leyte, in the Philippines, while heavy 
fighting was still raging on that island. 

On the evening of 5 December 1944, some 350 Japanese paratroopers dropped on the Buri and 
San Pablo airstrips, in central Leyte, attempting to recapture them. While some elements of 
the 11th Airborne and 96th Infantry Divisions were already in this area, the tough Jap para
troopers caused sufficient havoc, that the J8th's 149th Infantry Regiment was sent into the 
ba.ttle to help out. The first night of this battle, 5 December 1944, turned out to be the 
J8th's bloodiest day in comba.t of the war, as the Japanese paratroopers resisted fanatically. 
The Japs were very hard to flush out of the jungle surrounding the airstrips, and for the 
next three days the paratroopers of the 11th Airborne had a go at it. The 149th Infantry 
finally finished up the tough ba.ttle by 10 December 1944, with the Japanese paratroopers 
being annihilated. The 149th defended the airstrips until relieved on 4 January 1945. 

A ba.ttalion of the 152nd Infantry Regiment was moved to Agojo Point, on Samar, while the 
15lst Infantry Regiment performed security operations in the Culaisan Point-Barugo area, on 
Leyte, while under the control of the 24th Infantry Division. The )8th lost approxima.tely 
100 men on Leyte. 

The J8th's next ba.ttle began when it landed on the southwestern coast of Luzon, north of 
Subic Bay, on 29 January 1945, reinforced by the Ji+th Infantry Regiment, 24th Infantry Div
ision. This landing cut-in behind a large force of Japanese troops who were fighting large 
elements of the U.S. 6th Army in the central Luzon plains, further north. At first, every
thing went pretty well according to plan. Moving rapidly inland against scattered resist
ance, the )8th captured Olongapo, and an airstrip at San Marcelino. 

But then, advancing further east across the top of the Bataan Peninsula, the )8th ran in
to a hornet's nest of some J,000 Japanese, well dug-in at a place called Zig Zag Pass. This 



p:i.ss twists and turns through some of the most mountainous and densest jungle terrain any
where in the world. The Japanese used all their resources in an effort to hold this p:i.ss. 
Mountain guns blasted the winding road to the p:i.ss. Mines made every step a dangerous one. 
Machineguns swept every twist and turn, and from caves and heavily fortified pillboxes the 
Japs poured continual artillery and mortar fire. In one instance, an entire battalion was 
getting ready to set up a perimeter defense for the night on some high ground when, sudden
ly, a group of Japs began firing from in the midst of them. They had been hiding in camou
flaged foxholes and trenches, and casualties were heavy on both sides. Such was the nature 
of the fighting. The Japanese had a number of tanks in the p:i.ss area, too. 

The battle was furious, p:i.rticularly on 8 February 1945. But the J8th was not to be den
ied victory. The enemy was given a heavy artillery bombardment, the )4th Infantry Regiment 
was brought forward, and progress improved.. Nevertheless, it took 16 days of very rugged 
combat to break through the pass. The )8th, employing all three regiments in this pass, 
plus the )4th Infantry Regiment, altogether, lost 375 men. 

Next, the )8th completed the reconquest of Bataan. The 15lst Infantry Regiment made an 
amphibious attack at Mariveles, catching the Japs off-guard, and defeating a major Japanese 
counterattack on the night of 15 February 1945. 

The )8th pushed do'Wll the east coast road to Pilar, and across the peninsula to Bagac, 
securing most of the Bataan Peninsula by 21 February 1945. 

A battalion of the 15lst Infantry was detached to relieve the 50Jrd Parachute Regiment 
on Corregidor, on 24 February 1945. "The Rock" was secured by 28 February. 

The 38th then moved to Fort Stotsenburg, 10 March 1945, and relieved the 4Jrd Infantry 
Division there. It then pushed west to destroy entrenched Japanese between the fort and 
Mount Pinatubo. 

Meanwhile, battalion-sized landings were conducted by the 15lst Infantry on Caballo Is
land and Fort Drum, on 27 March 1945, and on Carabao, 16 April. 

Fierce fighting continued for the 149th Infantry in the wild Zambales Mountains of south
western Luzon. It was during this fighting that the J8th had a Medal of Honor winner, Pfc 
William H. Thomas, Company B, 149th Infantry Regiment, 22 April 1945. 

Pfc Thomas was a member of the leading squad of Com:i;:a.ny B, which was attacking along a 
narrow, wooded ridge. The Japanese, strongly entrenched in camouflaged emplacements on the 
hill beyond, directed heavy fire and hurled explosive charges on the attacking Gis. Pfc 
Thomas, an automatic rifleman, was struck by one of these charges, which blew off both of 
his legs below the knees. He refused medical aid and evacuation, and continued to fire at 
the enemy until his weapon was put out of action by an enemy bullet. Still refusing treat
ment, he threw his last two grenades. He killed 3 Jap:i.nese after suffering the wounds from 
which he died later that day. 

The effective fire of Pfc Thomas prevented the repulse of his platoon, and assured the 
capture of this enemy position. His magnificent courage was an everlasting inspiration to 
his fellow soldiers. 

The J8th moved as a unit to the Sierra Madre Mountains, northeast of Manila, to relieve 
the exhausted 6th Infantry Division on 30 April 1945. This ba.ttle is officially called the 
Battle of East-Central Luzon. Initially, the Japanese had 15,000 troops in this region. 
With the 4Jrd Infantry Division capturing !po Dam on 17 May 1945, the J8th, meanwhile, fou
ght a series of furious battles to capture Wawa Dam, the other of the two dams which was 
vital to Manila's water supply. 

This region was almost im:i:assable terrain, and the Japanese had a well-developed and in
terlocking series of caves, tunnels, pillboxes, and artillery emplacements. 

After an intensive artillery bombardment, the 152nd Infantry Regiment attacked Woodpecker 
Ridge, on 2 May 1945, but its advance was suspended until 4 May, when it attacked again, and 
again was brought to a halt. 

In the meantime, the 145th Infantry Regiment of the J7th Infantry Division, which was att
ached to the J8th in this battle, attacked the Shimbu Line, 4 May 1945, as the J8th approach
ed Wawa Dam. After heavy fighting the 145th gained the top of Sugar Loaf Hill, 6 May 1945. 

The following day the 152nd Infantry reattacked Woodpecker Ridge, while the 145th Infantry 
finally took Mount Binicayan, 9 May, after several assaults. 



On 16 May 1945, the 152nd Infantry renewed its effort to force Wood.pecker Ridge. 
The 149th Infantry relieved the 145th Infantry on Mount Pacawagan, and continued the 

drive on Wawa Dam, which was met with strong opposition. 
In heavy fighting the 152nd Infantry once again. tried to storm Wood.pecker Ridge, on 18 

May 1945, assisted by flamethrowing tanks. Fierce fighting continued until 22 May, when 
this ridge was finally taken, and on 28 May 1945, the Japanese abandoned Wawa Dam. It was 
captured intact. 

By the time this dam was taken, the Avengers of Bataan~the )8th, had killed 17,600 
Japanese, captured 466 prisoners, and had established an exceedingly low ratio of killed in 
action to enemy dead-1 to 27. 

With the help of Filipino guerrilla units, the J8th continued mopping-up Japanese rem
nants in east-central Luzon. There were some sharp actions during June 1945. Operations 
ceased with the Japanese surrender on 14 August 1945. Luzon had cost the J8th some 650 men. 

After the war, the )8th saw occupational duty in Japan, before returning home and being 
inactivated at Camp Anza, Arlington, California, on 10 November 1945. 

Honors: Congressional Medals of Honor~l 
Distinguished Unit Citations~l 
Distinguished Service Crosses-6 
Silver Stars 225 

Casualties: Total Battle Deaths~793 
Killed In Action 653 
Wounded 2,814 
Missing 5 
Captured 0 
Total Casualties~J,472 
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40l'H INFANTRY DIVISION "Sunburst" 

Originally-California, Arizona, Nevada, Utah National Guard 

Activated-3 March 1941 

Returned To United States and Inactivated-7 April 1946 

Battle Credi ts, World War II: New Britain 

Commanding Generals (During ComOO.t, WW II) 1 

Maj-Gen Rapp Brush 
Brig-Gen Donald J. Myers 

Luzon Southern Philippines 

April 1942-July 194.5 
July 194..S~Inactivation 

ComOO.t Chronicle: The 40th Infantry Division arrived in the Hawaiian Islands in Sept
ember 1942, and was assigned the defense of some of the outer islands in that group. 
Training continued as defensive positions were improved and maintained. In July 1943, 
the 40th was concentrated on Oahu, and relieved the 24th Infantry Division. It was, 
in turn, relieved of this assignment in October 1943. On 20 December 1943, the 40th 
began moving to Guadalcanal to prepire for comOO.t. 

On 24 April 1944, the 40th left Guadalcanal for New Britain, continuing the offensive 
initiated by the 1st Marine Division, which had left the large island. 

The men of the 40th knifed through snarled jungle growth, heavy rains and mud being 
constant problems. The three regiments of the division took up positions at Talasea, 
on the north coast, at Arawe, on the southwestern end, and at Cape Gloucester, also on 
the western coast. Neutralization of the enemy was effected by pitrols. From Talasea, 
elements advanced 2.5 miles eastward to capture the Cape Moskins Airdrome, and make es
cape-proof the trap which surrounded thousands of Japanese in the RaOO.ul area. The 
Ja:i;:anese ma.de no major attacks on the 40th, and no major battles were fought by the div
ision on New Britain. It was relieved by the 5th Australian Division in late-November 
1944. The 40th assembled at Borgen Bay, 28 November 1944, and moved via the Huon Gulf, 
New Guinea and Manus Island to the Philippines. 

Then, on 9 January 1945, the 40th, along with the 6th, 37th, and 43rd Infantry Divi
sions, landed at Lingayen Gulf, on Luzon, in the Philippines. 

Seizing Lingayen Airfield against considerable resistance, the 40th then occupied 
Bolinao Peninsula and San Miguel. Advancing south-southeast toward Manila, the division 
reached Clark Field, and ran into heavy fighting in ~he Fort Stotsenburg area and in the 
Ba.mean Hills. The Japanese defenses in this area were very tough, and the Americans had 
to piuse before launching a renewed and stronger attack on 28 January. The fighting was 
fierce and the Japanese ma.de several counterattacks. The 40th' s 160th Inf an try Regiment 
advanced against Storm King Mountain in the face of strong resistance, supported. by air 
and tank fire on 6 February 194.5. As this was occurring, the 185th Infantry Regiment 
gained Hill 1500, after heavy fighting, on 15 February, and, after several attempts, the 
108th Infantry Regiment captured another important hill on the 16th. After contested 
Object Hill was taken, 19 February, the Sunburst Division then rested while air strikes 
softened up the Japanese in the wild ZamOO.les Mountains, immediately to the west. 

On 23 February 1945, the 40th again took the offensive, taking Sacobia Ridge. With 



the fall of Hill 1700 on 25 February. the 40th was relieved in this region by the 
4)rd Infantry Division on 2 March 194.5. The 40th, before leaving Luzon, also cap
tured Camp O'Donnell, where hundreds of prisoners from the infamous Bataan Death 
March had died. 

After 53 days of almost continuous comtat on Luzon, the 40th had sent 6,145 Japanese 
to their ancestors. The division then assembled in the San Fabian-San Jacinto-Manaoa.g 
area for rehabilitation. 

On 18 March 1945, the 40th surprised the Japanese by landing on Panay. By the 21st, 
it had taken Iloilo. the second most important city in the Philippines. Iloilo had 
been tadly damaged by the Japs, but the harbor facilities were immediately put to use. 
Within 10 days, all of Panay had been liberated, and American planes began landing on 
airstrips at Santa Ba.rtara and Mundurriao. Since there had been no large Japanese for
ces on Panay, U.S. casualties were light~20 killed and 50 wounded. 

Elements of the 40th next landed on Guima.ras and Inampulugan to erase any threat to 
American sea lanes in the central Philippines. 

Then, on 29 March 1945, the Sunburst Division landed on the northwestern coast of 
N.egros. There soon developed a bitter campaign in the mountainous jungle regions of 
northern Negros against some 13,500 Japanese from their l02nd Division. The Japanese 
had very strong positions which were heavily shelled by artillery and bombed from the 
air but, as usual, it took the infantry to root-out the enemy from his stubborn defen
ses. The 40th was also hampered by the deteriorating weather which produced heavy rains 
and fog. 

With the 503rd Parachute Regiment attached, the 40th attacked the main line of the 
Japanese defenses with all three regiments on 9 April 1945. The fighting was intense 
as the division cleared ridges and ravines inspite of sharp enemy counterattacks and 
torrential downpours. The drive was temporarily halted while air and artillery support 
were called in, and then resumed on 17 April. The 160th Infantry Regiment gained the 
crest of Hill 3155 the next day, but then lost it to a determined Japanese assault. 
This position switched hands until finally won by the l60th on 23 May 1945. Meanwhile, 
the 185th Infantry Regiment stormed Virgin Ridge and pushed toward the final enemy 
stronghold on Hill 4055. The 40th had a Medal of Honor winner, Staff Sergeant John c. 
Sjogren, Company I, 160th Infantry Regiment, 23 May 1945. 

Although wounded, with great courage, determination, and combat sagacity, Sgt Sjogren, 
using mainly hand grenades and while covered by members of his platoon, singlehandedly 
killed 43 Japanese and knocked out 9 pillboxes, thus paving the way for his company's 
successful advance. Sgt Sjogren survived the remainder of the war. 

The Japanese withdrew from Hill 4055, 31 May, and pulled tack into the wild interior 
of Negros, and so ending further organized resistance. By l June 1945, the 40th had 
killed or captured almost 5,000 Japanese on Panay and Negros. In return, the 40th lost 
about 370 men. 

Meanwhile, the division's l08th Infantry Regiment had landed on the northern coast of 
Mindanao to link-up with the 31st Infantry Division, which had been fighting northward 
from central Mindanao. This link-up was successfully made on 23 May 1945. 

After mopping-up on Negros, the 40th returned to Panay in June-July 1945. In Septem
ber 1945, the 40th was sent to Korea for occupational duty. 

Honors: Congressional Medals of Honor~l 
Distinguished Unit Citations~) 
Distinguished Service Crosses--12 
Silver Stars 245 

Casualties1 Total Battle Deaths~?48 
Killed In Action 614 
Wounded 2,407 
Missing 3 
Captured 1 
Total Casualties~3,025 

The 40th Infantry Division was federalized during the Korean War, and saw action in 
that conflict from December 1951-July 1953. 
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15 Kay 11111 
16 May 11 
18 May l 
21 May 11 
22 May 111 
23 May 1 
24 May 1 
26 May 1 
28 May 11 

45 

*1>loodiest day-------8 February 1945 
bloodiest month February 1945 
2nd bloodiest day 10 January 1945 
)rd bloodiest day 27 April 1945 

Total 'tattle deaths 718 
383 are listed:53.JC IIA~587 

JUNE 1945 

l June 1 
3 June 1 
8 June l 

11 June 1 
13 June l 
14 June 11 

1 



4lST INFANTRY DIVISION "Jungleers" 

Originally-Pacific Northwest National Guard 

Activated (WW II)-16 September 1940 

Inactivated-Jl December 1945 in Japan 

Battle Credits, World War II: Papua. Northern New Guinea Wakde Biak 
Palawan Mindanao Sulu Archipelago 

Colll!la.nding Generals (During Com ba. t, WW II): 
Maj-Gen Horace H. Fuller 
Maj-Gen Jens A. Doe 

December 1941-June 1944 
June 1944~Inactivation 

Comba.t Chronicle: The 4lst Infantry Division saw only minor action in the First World War, 
but in World War II, few other outfits in the Pacific matched its combat record. So merci
lessly did the 4lst scourge the Japanese, that "Tokyo Rose" always referred to the division 
as "the butchers." 

After training at Ft. Lewis, Washington, and in the California maneuvers, the 4lst left 
the San Francisco port of embarkation on 19 March 1942, and arrived in Melbourne, Australia, 
on 7 April. In Australia, the 4lst underwent intensive training. 

Then, after flying over the Owen Stanley Mountains in December 1942, the 16Jrd Infantry 
Regiment entered the struggle in southeast New Guinea (Papua.) at Dotadura, 2 January 194J. 
Helping out Australian units and the U.S. )2nd Infantry Division, the latter of which was 
soon relieved, which were fighting the Japanese in some of the worst jungle climate and 
terrain in the world, the 16Jrd Infantry fought continuously along the Sanananda track un
til 22 January. Elements advanced against tough resistance to the Kumisi River in February. 
OutnWllbered, and with little or no naval or air support, the 16Jrd had to rely on scanty 
supplies brought in by air over the Owen Stanley Mountains. When their mission was complet
ed, they came out in rags. But the 16Jrd had helped to win one of the first major la.nd ba.t
tles in the Pacific for the United States and Australia. The 16Jrd left for "the land down 
under" on 15 July 1943, being relieved by the 4lst's 162nd Infantry Regiment. 

The 162nd went ashore below Salamaua. Here, it set a theater record---76 days of unrel
ieved jungle combat. The men presented a strange sight at the end of the campaign, most of 
them emerging from the bush wearing Japanese naval uniforms. Their own had worn out long 
before, and only the captured Japanese clothing had saved them from fighting in the raw. 

On 22 April 1944, the 163rd Infantry landed at Aitape, while the rest of the 4lst came 
ashore at Humboldt Bay, near Hollandia, both areas on the northern New Guinea coast. Holl
andia and the Cyclops and Sentani Airdromes fell after ineffectual resistance, and then the 
4lst pa.trolled and mopped-up until relieved on 4 May. 

The 16Jrd Regiment then landed at Arara against slight opposition, 17 May, and consolid
ated the Ara.ra.-Toem area. 

The island of Wakde, not far off the north coast of New Guinea, was invaded by the same 
regiment in three days of fierce fighting, 18-20 May 1944. The 800-man Japanese garrison 
was wiped out, while the Americans lost about 50 men. 

And then, the craggy, cave-ridden, thickly-jungled island of Biak was invaded by the 
Jung leers on 27 May 1944. It soon became the scene of one of the most unusual and frustra t
ing battles of the Pacific War. It was also one of its bitterest. For the 41st Infantry 
Division this badly under-publicized battle was the crucible of its combat experiences. 

Slightly smaller than New Georgia, Biak lies between the main northern coast of New Gui
nea and its large Vogelkop Peninsula. In addition to the jungle areas and the rough, brok
en terrain, the 4lst had to face the blistering heat on this weird island.~nd. over 11,000 



Japanese centered around their )6th Division, with also, naval troops, engineers, and anti
aircraft personnel. These Japanese, in contrast to those on Wakde, knew what tanks were, 
and had some of their own on Bia.k. 

Before the assault landing, the Navy had accorded the usual naval bombardment. But this 
. did only a minimUl'll of damage, due to the nature of the rugged terrain and the ideal Japanese 

hiding places. The Japa.nese let the Americans come peacefully ashore. The soldiers consol
idated their landing and, next day, had almost reached the ma.in airdrome when the Japanese 
went into action. 

The 4lst was subjected to a regimental-sized attack from three sides, while other Japs 
raked them with heavy fire from caves amid the cliffs. They used their tanks in the attack, 
and when U.S. destroyers fired on the cliffs, the Japs answered tack with hidden 6-inch guns 
and scored some hits. As darkness fell, the Americans were forced to withd.ra.w. 

The next morning, the Japa.nese resumed their attacks, employing several mediWll tanks 
which the Gis promptly knocked out with 75mm guns from their Sherman tanks. The enemy att
ack was thrown back. 

On 1 June, the 4lst resumed the attack with two regiments. The advance moved ahead slow
ly for a week against counterattacks and the murderous heat. Mokller Airfield was captured 
on 7 June. But this, by no means, ended the battle. 

There then began the dreadful battle of the caves. It raged for two weeks. Artillery 
was practically useless against these caves, and it remained for the infantry to blast, 
burn, and bury the enemy---a.ny way they could dispose of them. 

The Japanese received over 1,000 reinforcements, but the 4lst countered this move by 
bringing over the 16Jrd Infantry Regiment from Wakde. And the )4th Infantry Regiment, 24th 
Infantry Division was also ordered to Biak. 

The fighting continued with the Americans assaulting in renewed fury. They finally had 
to use TNT to blast the enemy in his coral-rock caves, and in one large complex the soldiers 
found the remains of several hundred bodies. The Japanese had become desperate and, in 
their plight, even resorted to cannil:alism: The stench was overpowering. The Jap commander 
on Biak disemboweled himself, but it wasn't until late-August 1944, that most all the Jap
anese were liquidated• 

To make things even more trying, a typhus outbreak had occurred in July, plus the usual 
other tropical illnesses, and there were many cases of coml:at neurosis. Counting the )4th 
Infantry Regiment, 440 Americans lost their lives on this terrible island, and some 2,000 
more were wounded. 

After all of this, elements of the 4lst landed at Korim Bay and Wardo, 17 August, to pre
vent Japanese troops from escaping from that area, and then the division :pa.trolled and oth
erwise rested until 8 February 194-5. 

The Jungleers then sailed to do their part in recapturing the Philippines. On 28 Feb
ruary, the 186th Infantry Regiment landed on the long, narrow island of Pala.wan, meeting 
scattered resistance. This operation was over by 8 March. 

The rest of the 4lst landed on the Zamboanga. Peninsula., western Mindanao, on 10 March. 
After first encountering light resistance, the 4lst then fought a fierce tattle until oppo
sition collapsed in May 1~5. This operation cost the 4lst 220 men killed in action. 

After this, parts of the 4lst struck Basila.n, Tawita.wi, and Jolo in the Sulu Archipelago, 
destroying the Jap garrisons on these islands. There was some sharp fighting on Jolo. 

Then, while the 162nd Infantry aided the 24th Infantry Division in battling the Japa.nese 
lOoth Division in eastern Mindanao, the rest of the 4lst continued pa.trolling and mopping
up activities in the southern Philippines until V-J Day, 14 August 1~5. 

Occupational duty in Japan followed until inactivation. The end of a long, tough road. 

Honors: Congressional Medals of Honor~O 
Distinguished Unit Citations~) * 
Distinguished Service Crosses~2 
Silver Stars :fa-0 

Casualties: Total Battle Deaths-975 
Killed In Action 7.58 
Wounded ),5~ 
Missing lJ 
Captured 0 
Total Casualties-4,275 

* One to the entire 16Jrd Infantry Regiment~Papua, New Guinea 



1 · WWII 

41ST INFANTRY DIVISION "Jungleers11 

JANUARY 194) FEBRUARY 194) JULY I94J SEPTEMBER I94J MAY 1944 

6 Jan 11 2 Feb 1 1 July 111111 1 Sept 11 1 May 1 
7 Jan 11 J Feb 1 5 July 1 2 Sept 1 2 May 1 
8 Jan 11 4 Feb 1 10 July 1 5 Sept 1 4 May 1 
9 Jan 11111111 8 2) Feb 1 12 July 1 8 Sept 111 17 May 1 

10 Jan 11 4 20 July 1 
7 

18 May 11111111111111 14 
11 Jan 11 22 July 1 19 May 1 
12 Jan 1 24 July 1 20 May 11111 
1) Jan 1 MARCH 194J 28 July 11 APRIL 1944 21 May 1 
15 Jan 11111111 8 11 Mar 1 29 July 11 22 Apr 111 2) May 1 
16 Jan 1111111111 10 12 Mar 1 JO July 11111 2) Apr 111 25 May 1 
18 Jan 1 JI July 111 24 A pr 1111111 27 May 111111111111111 15 
19 Jan 111 2 24 27 Apr 11111 28 May 111111111111111111111111 24 
20 Jan 1111111 28 Apr 1111 29 May 11111111111 11 
22 Jan 111 APRIL 194) 29 Apr 1 JO May 1 
2J Jan 11 AUGUST 194J Jl May 1 
25 Jan 11111 14 Apr l 1 Aug 11 2J 79 

59 
16 Apr 1 2 Aug 111111 21 Apr 1 11 Aug 1 

J lJ Aug 111 
18 Aug 111 
27 Aug 1 
29 Aug 1 
JO Aug 1 
Jl Aug 11 

20 



2 WWII 

JUNE 1944 

1 June 1111 
2 June 1111 
J June 11 
4 June 11 
5 June 111 
6 June 1 
7 June 1111111111111111 16 
8 June 1111111111111111111111111 25* 
9 June 111 approx. 

10 June 11 45*men 
11 June 11 
12 June 11111111111 11 
lJ June 1111 
14 June 111111 
15 June 1 
16 June 11111111111111111111 20 
17 June 111111111 9 
18 June 1111111 
19 June 1111 
20 June 1111111111 10 
21 June 11111111 8 
22 June 1111111 
2J June 11 
24 June 111 
26 June 11111111 8 
27 June 11111 
28 June 11 
29 June 1 
JO June 1 

17J 

41ST INFANTRY DIVISION "Jungleers" 

JULY 1944 SEPTEMBER 1944 

2 July 1 J Sept 1 
J July 1 . 6 Sept 1 

11 July 11 8 Sept 1 
16 July 111 9 Sept 1 
17 July 1 10 Sept 11 
22 July 1 14 Sept 1 
2J July 1 25 Sept 1 
25 July 1 29 Sept 1 
28 July 1 

9 29 July 11 

14 JANUARY 19'+5 

AUGUST 1944 12 Jan 1 
20 Jan 1 

2 Aug 1 21 Jan 1 
9 Aug 1 

J lJ Aug 1 
22 Aug 1 
28 Aug 1 FEBRUARY 19'+5 
29 Aug 1 10 Feb 1 

6 21 Feb 1 

2 

MARCH 19'+5 

J Mar 1 
4 Mar 1 
6 Mar 1 

10 Mar 111111111 9 
11 Mar 11 
12 Mar 11111 
lJ Mar 1111111111 10 
14 Mar 1 
16 Mar 1111111111111 lJ 
17 Mar 111111 
18 Mar 1 
19 Mar 1111 
20 Mar 11 
21 Mar 1111 
22 Mar 111111111 9 
23 Mar 1 
24 Mar 1111 
25 Mar l 
JO Mar 1 

76 



J WWII 

41ST INFANTRY DIVISION "Jungleers" 

APRIL 1945 MAY 1945 JUNE 1945 JULY 1945 

2 Apr 11 4 May 1 5 June 1 1 July 1 
5 Apr 1 12 May 11 7 June 1 29 July 1 
9 Apr 1 18 May 1 8 June 1 

2 11 A pr 111111 25 May 1 9 June 1 
12 Apr 11 27 May 1 11 June 11 
14 Apr 1 6 12 June 1 
15 Apr 11111 15 June 1 
17 Apr 111 16 June 11 
20 Apr 111 17 June 11 
29 Apr 1 18 June 1 

25 
20 June 1 
27 June 1 
28 June 111 

18 

41ST INFANTRY DIVISION'S 

*bloodiest day-------8 June 1944 
bloodiest month· June 1944 
2nd bloodiest day 28 May 1944 
Jrd bloodiest day 16 June 1944 

Total blttle deaths 975 
555 are listed=56.9% KIA~758 



42ND INFANTRY DIVISION ''Rainbow" 

Originally-National Guardsmen from 26 states and the District of Columbia 

Army of the United States {WW II) 

Activated (WW II)-14 July 194'.3 

Inactivated-29 June 1946 in Europe 

Battle Credits, World War II: Alsace Siegfried Line Rhineland 

Days In Combat-106 

Central Europe 

Commanding General (During Combat, WW II) r 
Maj-Gen Henry J. Collins Commander during the division's entire 

:period of Federal service in World War II 

Combat Chronicle: The 42nd Infantry Division, one of America's most famous divisions, 
never believed in hiding its light under a bushel. Visitors to war-torn Germany reported 
that one could follow the pa.th of the 42nd by keeping an eye out for rainbows painted on 
the front and sides of buildings by members of the unit. 

The 42nd got its nickname in World War I when one of its majors, noting that its person
nel were drawn from 26 states and the District of Columbia, said, "This division will stret
ch over the land like a rainbow." The major who inspired that nickname would eventually 
command the 42nd during World War I. He was later General of the Army Douglas MacArthur. 

Comps.red to its World War I counterpart, the 42nd was a little later getting into action 
against the Germans in World War II. But once in the line, the Rainbow fought with the same 
dash and courage which characterized it in the 2nd Battle of the Marne, and the Aisne-Marne, 
St. Mihiel, and Meuse-Argonne offensives. In World War I, the Rainbow Division sustained 
losses of 2,058 men killed in action and 12,625 wounded. 

In World War II, the bulk of the 42nd arrived in Marseille, France, 8-9 December 1944, 
and was formed into a Task Force Linden. Assigned to the U.S. 7th Army, the task force 
entered combat in the vicinity of Strasbourg, relieving elements of the )6th Infantry Divis
ion on 24 December 1944. 

The 42nd was just in time to be on the receiving end of the German offensive in Alsace, 
about a week later. New to combat, the division had an entire battalion overrun, since the 
battalion hadn't dug-in deep enough to successfully defend its positions. The majority of 
these men were captured. 

Other than this, 42nd fought hard to help stem the enemy tide, and threw ha.ck a number 
of furious assaults at Hatten and other nearby areas. 6 January 1945, was a particularly 
costly day for the 42nd, in fact, its bloodiest day of the war. It was during this desper
ate fighting that the 42nd had a Medal of Honor winner, and it was one of the most fantastic 
one-man epics of the war. It took place near Hatten, Alsace on 9-10 January 1945. 

Master Sergeant Vito R. Bertoldo of Company A, 242nd Infantry Regiment, was guarding two 
command posts against the assault of powerful armored and infantry forces which had overrun 
his battalion's main line of resistance (above). As the Germans approached closely, he set
up a machinegun in an exposed area, and for 12 hours kept the enemy at bay. 



Eventually, M/Sgt Bertoldo moved back inside the command post, firing through a. wind.ow. 
German tanks fired from only 75 yards away. A shell blasted him across the room, but he 
returned to his weapon. Two enemy :personnel carriers, led by a. tank approached, and after 
the troops dismounted, the sergeant calmly leaned out the window and mowed all 20 or more 
of them down. 

When the command post was moved further back, Sgt Bertoldo volunteered to remain behind 
to cover the withdrawal. 

In the morning, he took his machinegun to another building and repulsed another enemy 
attack, which was led by a self-propelled. 88mm gun. Then another 88 gun appeared and, fir
ing point-blank, knocked him down and seriously wounded several other men. A bazooka. team 
set the deadly gun on fire, as the sergeant went l::ack to his gun, dazed, and killed several 
of the enemy a.a they withdrew. 

Then the Germans began an intensive assault supported by tanks and assault guns. Dis
regarding the devastating barrage, he hurled white phosphorus grenades into the advancing 
Germans until they broke and retreated. A tank 50 yards a.way fired at him, destroyed his 
ma.chinegun, and a.gain he was blown across the room, but miraculously escaped serious injury: 

Once again he returned to the furious battle. With a rifle he singlehandedly covered 
the withdrawal of his fellow soldiers as the post was finally abandoned. 

With indomitable bravery and incredible luck, he had withstood attacks by superior enemy 
forces for more than 48 hours without rest or relief, killed many of the enemy, and greatly 
helped his men withdraw to a safer position. Sgt Bertoldo lived to receive his award. 

After withdrawing to new positions, the 42nd, along with the 103rd Infantry Division, 
was conspicuous in beating back renewed heavy German attacks, 24-26 January 194.5.· By the 
end of the month, the German offensive had died-out. 

After a. rest, on 14 February, the 42nd took up positions near Haguenau. During the rest 
of the month the Rainbows consolidated their positions and conducted extensive patrol act
ivities. Altogether, the fighting in Alsace had cost the 42nd over J.50!men killed. 

Then, as pa.rt of the all-out 7th Army offensive to bust the Siegfried Line, the 42nd 
broke through it in heavy fighting, 15-21 March 1945. Attacking through the Hardt Mount
ains, it cleared the towns of Dahn and Busenberg. The weather was such, that vehicles 
couldn't be used on the icy, hilly roads. It was necessary to move supplies by pa.ck-mule. 
The 42nd mopped-up in this area, while bridgeheads across the Rhine were being expanded by 
other outfits. 

Crossing the Rhine, Jl March, the 42nd captured Wertheim, l April, and then headed into 
the city of WUrzburg, where it found itself in a fierce l::attle against firemen, police, and 
SS elements which lasted from 2-6 April. During the l:attle the Germans launched a furious 
counterattack within the city, but were hurled back. 

The 42nd then helped the 4,5th Infantry Division take Schweinfurt in hand-to-hand coml:at. 
Further east, the Rainbow Division entered another sizeable town called Filrth, on the 

western edge of Nuremberg. The 42nd met fanatical resistance, rut the town fell by 19 April. 
By this time, the weather had turned into a beautiful spring, but the Germans, though on 

the run, were still armed and dangerous. 
Advancing south, the 42nd overcame fierce opposition at Donauworth on 2.5 April, and then 

crossed the Danube. On the 29th, the 42nd helped liberate some J0,000 inmates at one of 
the most notorious of the Nazi concentration camps~Dachau. Some of the terrible things 
that had went on there were too awful to really describe. The Gis were enraged. 

Considering this late in the war, April 1945 was no cakewalk for the 42nd, which had 129 
men killed in action and many more wounded. 

After moving through the big Bavarian city of Munich, the 42nd cut across the Austrian 
border north of Salzburg, capturing prisoners by the thousands. 

After V-E Day, the 42nd occupied Ritzl:ah, the Hollywood of southern Germany. 

Honors: Congressional Meda.ls of Honor---1 
Distinguished Unit Citations----1 
Distinguished. Service Crosses---4 
Silver Stars 22 

Casualties: Total Battle Deaths-6.5.5 
Killed In Action .5.5J 
Wounded 2,212 
Missing Jll 
Captured l,17.5 
Total Casualties----4,251 



1 WWII 

42ND INFANTRY DIVISim ''Rainbow11 

JANUARY 1~5 

5 Jan 1111111111 10 
6 Jan 111111111111111111111111111 27* 
7 Jan 11111 approx. 
8 Jan 1111111 55*tnen 
9 Jan 11111111111111111111111 2) 

10 Jan 111 
11 Jan 1 
12 Jan 1 
lJ Jan 11 
14 Jan 111 
15 Jan 11111 
16 Jan 111111 
17 Jan 11111 
18 Jan 111111 
19 Jan 111111111 9 
20 Jan 1 
21 Jan 1 
23 Jan 111 
24 Jan 111 
25 Jan 111111111111111111111111 24 
26 Jan 11111111111111111111 20 
27 Jan l 
28 Jan l 
Jl Jan 11 

169 

42ND INFANTRY DIVISION'S 

FEBRUARY 1~5 

18 Feb 11 
19 Feb 1 
22 Feb 1 
2) Feb l 
24 Feb 1 
25 Feb 1 
27 Feb 11 
28 Feb 1111 

lJ 

*bloodiest day-------16 January 1945 
bloodiest month January 1945 
2nd bloodiest day 15 March 1945 
)rd bloodiest day 25 January 1945 

Total tattle deaths 655 
'JJ-7 are listed=.52.~ JCIA-5.53 

MARCH 1945 

1 Mar l 
2 Mar 11 
J Mar 11111111 8 
4 Mar 1 
7 Mar 111111 
9 Mar 1 

10 Mar 11 
12 Mar 1 
lJ Mar 1 
15 Mar 11111111111111111111111111 26 
16 Mar 1111111111 10 
17 Mar 1111111111111 lJ 
18 Mar 1 
19 Mar 11111111111111 14 
20 Mar 111 
21 Mar 1 
Jl Mar 1 

92 

APRIL 1945 

1 Apr 111 
J Apr 1 
4 Apr 11111111 8 
.5 Apr 11 
6 Apr 11 
7 Apr 111 
8 Apr 1111 
9 Apr 11111111 8 

10 Apr 111 
11 A pr 111111 
12 Apr l 
16 Apr 1 
17 Apr l 
18 Apr 111 
19 Apr 1111 
21 Apr l 
22 Apr 11 
24 Apr 11 
2.5 Apr 111111111 9 
27 Apr 11111 
28 Apr 111 
29 Apr l 

7J 



4JRD lliFANTRY DIVISION "Winged Victory" 

Originally-New England National Guard 

Activated (WW II)-24 February 1941 

Returned To United States-19 October 1945 

Inactivated-26 October 1945 

Battle Credits, World War II: New Georgia 

Commanding Generals (During Combat, WW II): 
Maj-Gen John H. Hester 
Maj-Gen Leonard F. Wing 

Northern New Guinea Luzon 

August 1941-July 1943 
August 1943-Inactivation 

Comba.t Chronicle: The 43rd Infantry Division has elements which trace all the 
way ba.ck to 1739. The 4Jrd was first organized in 1925 with men from Vermont, 
Maine, Connecticut, and Rhode Island. 

In World War II, after training in both the Louisiana and Carolina .maneuvers, 
the 43rd moved to Camp Shelby, Mississippi, and then to Ft. Ord, California, by 
September 1942. The 4Jrd left the San Francisco port of emba.rkation on 1 Octob
er 1942. 

The division landed in New Zealand on 23 October 1942. It next sailed to 
Noumea, New Caledonia, in November, and then on to Guadalcanal by 17 February 
1943, in time to aid in the mopping-up of Japanese stragglers on that recently 
emba.ttled island. 

The Russell Islands, just northwest of Guadalcanal, were occupied without 
opposition, 21 February 1943, and training continued. Elements landed on Van
gunu and Rendova against minor resistance on JO June 1943. 

And then the war began in earnest for the Winged Victory Division. On 5 July 
1943, the 4Jrd, along with Marine Raider battalions and naval units, landed on 
New Georgia, in the central Solomons. In area, New Georgia is somewhat smaller 
than Guadalcanal. 

The 4Jrd bore the brunt of the fighting on New Georgia. For over a month, in 
what many authorities consider the roughest, dirtiest ba.ttle of the early war in 
the Pacific, the 43rd struggled for Munda Airfield. As yet, largely inexperienced 
in the ways of jungle fighting, the division was opposed by crack Japanese units. 
All of the tricks of the Japanese which eventually became old stuff to our troop.s, 
were strange to the men of the 43rd on N.ew Georgia. 'J'he enemy often spoke English, 
and Jap snipers tied themselves to trees. One Japanese trick was to at night of
ten leave one of their men exposed in the moonlight, sometimes even calling out to 
the Americans, in the hope of drawing their fire, In this way, they hoped to loc
ate their positions in the jungle. 

On 9 July 194-J, the 169th and 172nd Infantry Regiments, supported by artillery 
and naval guns, as well as the Air Force, opened the attack on strategic Mund.a 
Airfield. At first, there was very little progress as the Japanese resisted ten
aciously and skillfully, and with heavy rains and acute supply problems further 
hampering operations. For awhile, the 4Jrd was stalemated in bitter fighting 



under strenuous conditions. By the 11th, some progress had been made, but the 
supply situation had become critical. 

By 16 July, the 172nd Infantry had extended the La.ia.na beachhead, while the 
169th Infantry took an important hill, as the intense fighting continued. 

Then, on the following day, the Japanese launched a very skillful and co
ordinated counterattack, but the valiant 4Jrd withstood this assault. Three 
days later, the battered 169th Infantry Regiment was relieved by the 145th Inf
antry Regiment, 37th Infantry Division. Large elements of the 25th Infantry 
Division also arrived on the embattled island, but the going was still very 
tough. 

On 25 July 1943, the 4Jrd and 37th Infantry Divisions opened a renewed ass
ault on Mund.a, and the Japanese still resisted tenaciously. Nevertheless, the 
lO)rd Infantry Regiment of the 4Jrd took Ilangana and reached the coast at Kia 
the next day. 

The ·intense fighting continued unabated, but on 29 July 1943, a courageous 
Army officer of the 4Jrd played a vital role in breaking the deadlock. The 
172nd Infantry Regiment was exhausted after prolonged fighting and heavy cas
ual ties. Lieutenant Robert s. Scott led his compa.ny toward a Japanese-held 
hill salient, urging his men forward in the face of enemy ma.chinegun and rifle 
fire. 

Suddenly, the Japanese made a desperate counterattack, which if successful 
would have gained them undisputed control of this hill. Enemy riflemen charg
ed out onto a plateau, firing their rifles and throwing grenades as they rush
ed forward. His company began to fall back, but Lt Scott, with only a blasted 
tree stump.for cover, stood his ground against the wild Jap onslaught. Firing 
his carbine and throwing grenades, he momentarily stopped this assault, using 
this respite to obtain more grenades. 

Although under intense fire, and suffering a bullet wound in the left hand 
and a shraJnel wound in the head, Lt Scott threw grenade after grenade with 
devastating accuracy until the beaten enemy retreated. 

The Americans, inspired by Lt Scott's courage, swept across the plateau to 
capture the hill. From this strategic position, his men, aided by elements of 
the 37th Infantry Division, four days later captured Munda Airfield, 5 August 
1943. Lieutenant (later Captain Scott) was later awarded the Med.al of Honor. 

Soon after the capture of Mund.a, the remaining Japa.nese evacuated New Georgia. 
Then, on 21 August 1943, the 172nd Infantry Regiment seized Ba.anga Island 

against moderate resistance. 
On 27 August 1943, the 172nd landed on Arundel and met determined opposition. 

This regiment was reinforced, and it then cleared Bobmoe Peninsula by 20 Sept
ember 194J. In all these operations the 4Jrd lost 581 men. 

The 4Jrd sailed back to N.ew Zealand for rest and rehabilitation beginning on 
23 January 1944. 

Northern New Guinea was the next stop for the 4)rd. On 19 July 1944, the 
division assumed defensive positions at Ai tape. The 43rd had a relatively minor 
role in this operation, the only action of any consequence for the division being 
from 3-7-August 1944, when the 43rd had a hand in stopping large elements of Jap
anese from crossing the Driniumor River. Organized enemy resistance in this reg
ion of New Guinea was ended by 25 August 1944. 

Then, on 9 January 1945, the 4Jrd was one of 4 U.S. divisions which launched 
the initial invasion of Luzon, in the Philippines. From north to south, landing 
at Lingayen Gulf, were the 4Jrd, 6th, J?th, and 40th Infant...."J' Divisions. 

During the rest of January 1945, on Luzon, no other division sustained heavier 
casualties than did the 43rd Infantry Division. While other divisions headed to 
the south toward Manila, the 4Jrd headed north into the Cabaruan Hills, and al
most immediately ran into tenacious Japanese resistance. Several high hills were 
taken 21 January 1945, after very heavy fighting. The 169th Infantry Regiment 
next fought the battle for Hill 355, 15-24 January, while the 172nd Infantry Reg-



iment took Hill 900 and secured Rosario by 26 January 1945. During this fight
ing all of the division beat tack a number of vicious Japa.nese counterattacks. 
Attached to the 4Jrd during this period was the l58th Infantry Regiment. 

The 172nd and 158th Infantry linked-up at Ca.ta.guintingan on 27 January, open
ing the Damortis-Rosario Road. The 4Jrd then consolidated along t~e Baguio 
Front, and was relieved by the JJrd Infantry Division on 15 February 1945. 

Soon after, the 4Jrd was sent down into southwestern Luzon, and relieved the 
40th Infantry Division in the wild Zamb3.les Mountains by 2 March 1945. The 4Jrd 
helped to end organized Japanese resistance in this region. 

After this, the division was moved into East-Central Luzon (east of Manila) 
against the strong defenses of the Japanese Shimbu Line. At this time, March
April 1945, the 1st Cavalry and 6th Infantry Divisions and the ll2th Cavalry 
Regiment were also seeing bitter fighting in this region against some 15,000 
Japanese troops. 

After some exhausting, grueling comb3.t in these hills in which the enemy had 
some very intricate cave/tunnel defense works, the 4Jrd succeeded in turning the 
left flank of the enemy defenses. It brilliantly was able to slash through the 
Jap defenses in its sector of front and capture, in tact, the vital Ipo Dam on 
17 May 1945, aided by some J,000 Filipino guerrilla forces. (The other vital 
dam in this region, Wawa Dam, was taken, also intact, by the JBth Infantry Div
ision on 29 May 194.5). 

Mopping-up in the Ipo Dam sector lasted until 2 June 194.5, when the 4Jrd was 
then moved to the Wawa-Mt. Haponang vicinity, and fought there, 26-JO June 194.5. 

On 1 July 194.5, the division was moved to Ca.b3.natua.n, in central Luzon, and 
trained for the invasion of Japan. 

After garrison duty in Manila during September 194.5, the 4Jrd then left the 
Philippines for a short period of occupational duty in Japan. The 4Jrd left for 
home in October 194.5. 

Honors: Congressional Medals of Honor-2 
Distinguished Unit Citations--.5 * 
Distinguished Service Crosses--7.5 
Silver Stars 987 

Casualties: Total Battle Deaths-1,,514 
Killed ln Action--1,213 
Wounded .5,187 
Missing 9 
Captured 2 
Total Casualties~6,411 

* One to the entire 169th Infantry Regiment---Luzon 

Other 4.)rd Infantry Division Medal of Honor winners in World War II: 

S/Sgt Robert E. Laws, 169th lnf Rgt, l2 January 194.5, Pa.ngasinan Province, Luzon 



1 WWII 

JUNE 19-f J 

2J June llll 
JO June lllll 

9 

4JRD INFANTRY DIVISION. ''Winged Victory" 

JULY 19-f J 
1 July 11 
2 July 111111111111111111111111111 27 
J July 1 
4 July 111 
5 July 1 
6 July 111 
7 July 1 
8 July 1 
9 July 111 

10 July 1111111 
11 July 111 
12 July 1111111 
1) July 11111111 8 
14 July 1111111 
15 July 11111111 8 
16 July 11111111111 11 
17 July 11111111111111111111 20 
18 July 11111111111 11 
19 July 111111111111111 15 
20 July 111 
21 July 1 
2) July 11 
24 July 1 
25 July 111111111111111 15 
26 July 111111 
27 July 1111111111111111 16 
28 July 11 
29 July 11 
JO July 11111111 8 
Jl July 111 

198 

AUGUST 19-f J 
2 Aug 1 
J Aug 11111111 8 
4 Aug 1 
6 Aug 1 

12 Aug 1 
15 Aug 11111 
16 Aug 11 
19 Aug 111 
20 Aug 111 
21 Aug 11111111 8 

JJ 

SEPTEMBER 19-f J 
9 Sept 11 

11 Sept 1111 
12 Sept 1 
lJ Sept 1 
14 Sept 1 
18 Sept 1 
19 Sept 1 

11 

JULY 19'W 

14 July 1 
29 July 1 

2 

AUGUST 1944 
2 Aug 1 
J Aug 1111 
4 Aug 11 
7 Aug 1111 

11 Aug 1 
14 Aug 1 

1) 

SEPTEMBER 19'J4 

7 Sept 1 
20 Sept 1 

2 
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4JRD INFANTRY DIVISION "Winged Victory" 

JANUARY 1945 

9 Jan 111111111111111111 18 
10 Jan 1111 
11 Jan 111111 
12 Jan 111111111111111111 18 
1) Jan 11111111111 11 
14 Jan 111111111111111111111111111111111 JJ* 
15 Jan 11111111 8 approx. 
16 Jan 1111111111111 1) 5~en 
17 Jan 111111111111111111 18 
18 Jan 11111111111111111111 20 
19 Jan 11111111111111111111111 2) 
20 Jan 111111111111111111111111 24 
21 Jan 111111111 9 
22 Jan 1111111111111111 16 
2) Jan 1111111111 10 
24 Jan 1111111111111111111111 22 
25 Jan 1111111111111111 16 
26 Jan 1111111 
27 Jan 1111111111111 lJ 
28 Jan 1111111 
29 Jan 11111111111 11 
JO Jan 11 
)l Jan 11 

)11 

FEBRUARY 1945 
1 Feb 111 
2 Feb 1 
J Feb 11 
6 Feb 11111111 8 
7 Feb l 
8 Feb 1 
9 Feb l 

10 Feb 11 
11 Feb l 
12 Feb 1 
lJ Feb 11 
15 Feb 1 
22 Feb 1 
27 Feb 1 

26 

MARCH 1945 
2 Mar 1 
4 Mar 1 
5 Mar 11 
6 Mar 11111 
7 Mar 1 
8 Mar 11 
9 Mar 11111 

10 Mar 1111111 
11 Mar 11 
12 Mar 111 
1) Mar 1111 
14 Mar 111111111 9 
16 Mar 111111 
17 Mar 111111 
18 Mar 111 
19 Mar 1111111111111111111 19 
21 Mar 111111111111111 15 
22 Mar 1111111111 10 
2) Mar 1 
24 Mar 1 
27 Mar 1 
28 Mar 1 
29 Mar 11111 

110 
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4JRD INFANTRY DIVISION "Winged Victory" 

APRIL 1945 

1 Apr 11 
4 Apr 11 
5 Apr 11111 
6 Apr 11 
7 Apr 11 
8 Apr 111 
9 Apr 11 

11 Apr 11 
15 Apr 1 
16 Apr 1 
17 Apr 11 
20 Apr 1 
21 Apr 1 
22 Apr l 
24 Apr 1 
25 Apr 11 
27 Apr 1111111111111 lJ 
29 Apr 1 
JO Apr 1 

45 

4JRD INFANTRY DIVISION'S 

MAY 1945 

5 May 11 
7 May 1 
8 May 1111111111 10 
9 May 11 

10 May 1 
11 May 111 
12 May 1 
lJ May 11111 
14 May 11111 
15 May 11111111 8 
16 May 11111 
17 May 111111 
19 May 1 
2) May 1 
24 May 111 
25 May 1 
27 May 111 

.58 

*bloodiest da.y------14 January 19'.J.5 
bloodiest month January 1945 
2nd bloodiest da.y 2 July 194J 
Jrd bloodiest day 20 January 1945 

Total tattle deaths----1,514 
827 a.re listed=_54.(f( JCIA-1,21) 

JUNE 1945 

J June 1 
5 June 11 
6 June 1 

14 June 1 
20 June 1 
22 June 1 
JO June 1 

8 

JULY 1945 

18 July 1 

1 



44TH IIO'Al'1'RY DIVISION "44th" 

Or~inally-New York, New Jersey, Delaware National Guard 

Activated--Ma.rch 1923 

Returned To United States-21 July 1945 

Inactiva.ted-30 November 1945 

Battle Credits, World War II: Lorraine 
Rhineland 

Da.ys In Coml:at-190 

Vosges Mountains 
Cen tra.l Europe 

Alsace Saar 

ColllJllB.l'ding Generals (During Comba.t, WW II) s 
Ma.j-Gen Robert L. Spragins 
Ma.j-Gen W illia.m F. Dean 

August-December 1944 
December 1944-September 1945 

Comba.t Chronicle: The 44th Infantry Division, after World War II broke out, played an im
portant role in the coastal defense of the eastern United States. Later on, after maneuv
ers in Louisiana, and then training at Camp Phillips, K&ns&s, the 44th eventually landed 
a.t Cherbourg, France, on 15 September 1944. It trained for another month before entering 
coml::at on 18 October 1944, under the U.S. 7th Array. 

The 44th relieved the '79th Infantry Division in the Forit de Parroy (forest), ea.st of 
Luneville, to take pl.rt in securing several pl.SSes in the Vosges Mountains. 

The Vosges foothill country was greasy-black with mud and biting with cold a.s the men 
of' the 44th took up positions in the forest. Within 6 days the division wa.s hit by a. heavy 
German attack and its lines were dented, but it rallied, drove the Germans back, am then 
continued its active defense. For three weeks the division held a stationary front, as 
it received its first artillery shelling, sent out ps.trols, stumbled onto their first mines, 
am heard its first German prop.gama ••• "Come over to us, soldiers of the 44th, and have a 
hot meal." 

And then, the 44th was elected to spearhead the 7th Army's offensive beginning November 
lJth. The division's 4 artillery l::attalions tossed 25,000 rounds at the Germans before 
the assault cOlllllenced: The division then began\ a slow, b.tt steady advance against very 
heavy resistance, opposing enemy units being the 55Jrd Volksgrenadier and 36lst Infantry 
Divisions. 

In conjunction with the French 2nd Armored Division, the 44th pushed east across Alsace 
taking Leintrey and Avricourt by 17 November, and then helped the French liberate the an
cient city of Strasbourg. Here, the 44th got its first taste of street-fighting. Sni:pers 
were plentiful and :persistent, but in one d&y of ruthless hunting, the 7lst Infantry Regi
ment had cleared. the city. 

After regrouping, the 44th attacked in the region of Sa.rrebourg, and wa.s hit ha.rd by a 
strong German counterthrust by the crack Panzerlehr Division supported by part of the 25th 
Panzer Grenadier Division. 

The main blow fell against the 114th Infantry Regiment. The infantrymen in their fox
holes were pounded by machine-gun fire and 88n fire from tanks only 60 yards away. The 



enemy infantry huddled behind the tanks, hoping the 114th would break and run. They gross
ly underestimated the Americans, who fought l:ack stoutly as their artillery blasted the 
German division which finally withdrew after suffering heavy losses. Had. thia attack succ
eeded, it would have cut-in behind the entire U.S. '7th Army. General Patch, the '7th Army 
comma.nder, co1111ended the 44th tor its gallant stand. 

The 44th then continued north, entering the fortress Bitche area. in the Maginot Line. 
The division artillery poured high explosive shells on Fort Simserhot, and then the engin
eers and infantry claabered through mine fields and 1118.chine-gun fire to plant TNT charges 
~inst the turrets ot the guns in the pillboxes. The fort fell on 19 December 1944. 

The 44th advanced :f'urther north to hold a 10-aile front near Sarregueainea, and then 
threw tack three attempted crossings of the Blies River by the Germana in the Siegfried. Line. 

And then, on New Year's Eve, 1944 (in the 44th's sector), the Germana ~n their offen
sive in northern Alsace. The troublesome 17th SS Panzer Grenadier and ele11ents of 2 other 
divisions attacked the 44th. The Germans, obviously drunk or doped-up and all unifonaed 
in white clothing, charged the American lines shouting, "Happy New Year, Yankee bastards." 
When the range was right, the doughboya let them ha.ve it. 

The Fighting z.4th never :faltered. It beat lack no less than 20 enemy attacks and i.nfl.ic
ted 6,000 casualties on the Germans. One of these casualties waa Standartent'i.ihrer Hans 
Lingner, collUll&nder of the 17th SS Panzer Grenadier, and the first SS division coamand.er to 
be captured on the Western Front. It was during all this heavy fighting that the 44th had 
a Medal of Honor winner, Sergeant Charles A. MacGillivary, Compa.ny I, 7lst Infantry Regim
ent, ne&r Woelfling, France, 1 January 194.5. 

Sgt MacGilliva.ry led his squad forward in darkness to meet the threat of a breakthrough 
by the Germans. Several enemy achine-guns opened up, stopping the advance. Circling 
around through woods and snow, he carefully worked hia way to one of the gun crews, am 
shot them fro• only three feet away. The rest of the Germans temporarily withdrew. 

Early that following afternoon, his compa.ny was pinned down by furious auto-.tic am. 
small-&nlS fire. SkillfUlly, he stalked the enemy, reached.& hostile •chine-gun crew, am 
blasted it with a grenade. He then pressed on to within 10 yards of another •chine-gun, 
and its crew spotted. him and feverishly tried to swing their weapon around and cut hilt down. 
He charged into their aidst am killed them with several blrsts froa his sumachin96Ull• 

Without hesitating, the Sergeant moved on to still another machine-gun, creeping, craw
ling, and rushing from tree to tree, until he was cloae enough to dispatch this crew with 
a. grenade. In this act, he was seriously wounded, but survived the war. 

Sgt M&cGillivary's bravery and bold initiative enabled his cOlllpa.ny to continue on its 
mission with minillua casualties. 

The German offensive was beaten l:ack in very ha.rd fighting uid bitter winter cond.i tions, 
and then there occurred what seemed to be em.leas pa.trol activity on both sides, and ntt111er
ous skirlllishes with the Germans, 

On 15 February 194.5, the 44th made a 1-day line-straightening attack that totaled 6oo 
POWs and captured two sizeable villages, despite strong opposition. 

Eventually, after the 7th Any had fought through the Si~ied Line during the la.at 
half of March 1945, the 44th croeaed the Rhine on 26 March, in the wake of the 3rd InflLntry 
Division. 

The 44th took the city of Mannheim after a tough 2-day battle, 28-29 March, in which sni
per's bullets pinged fro• tenement houses and gutted factory wind.owe, and. while Ger-.n art
illery pounded steadily fro• acroea the Neck&r River. 

Then, while the '.)24th Infantry Regiment set out toward Crailsheila to assist the 10th Ar
mored Division, the 114th Infantry Regillent found. itself inYolvecl in aoae very bitter fight
ing as it protected the supply lines ot the 7lat and )24th Infantry against urauding bard• 
of Germans. All attacks were beaten off. 

Through southern Germany, the 44th was supposed to support and aop-up behind the 10th 
Armored, h.tt resistance was, me11tly, sporadic enough so that detours o:tten pgt the 44th a
head of the armor. 

On 22' April 1945, the )24th and eleaents of the 10th Armored drove into mttered Ula, an 
historic city on the Danube with the highest spired. cathedral in the world. Scattered. b&n3a 
of die-hards were dealt with, and there were nuaeroua prisoners taken. 

After crossing the Danube at Ehingen, 2'.) April, the war, for the 44th, then becaae a Md• 
heM.long dash for the Austrian border. Attacking southeast, the division took Ftissen ant 



Wertach, and pursued a disintegrating enemy, who sometimes turned around to fight back 
fiercely, even though the war was almoat "Icaput" for Germany. 

Pushing into the Austrian Tyrol, the 44th captured Fem Pua, took hat on 4 May and 
Landeck on the .5th. The 44th fought to the lasto Its regiments were cliabing Tyrolean 
peaks and skirmishing through Alpine forests on the d&y the Germ.n 19th Army finally surr
endered at Innsbruck on ? May 1945. 

Among the 44th's total of 44,000 prisoners, was the dhision'a great satisfaction in cap. 
turing a nllllber of the prominent German scientists who had a key role in developing the dead
ly V-2 bomb, including their lead.er, Wernher von Braun. 

After a short period. of occuiational duty in which the 44th helped provide food and shel
ter for thousands of displaced persona, it returned to the United. States in July 1945. The 
44th was inactivated that following Ifove11ber. 

Honors: Congressional Medals of Honor~l 
Distinguished. Unit Citations~) 
Distinguished. Service Crosses--)8 
Silver Stars 1164 

Casualties: Total Battle Deaths-1,21.5 
Killed In Action 1,038 
Wounded ,2()C} 
Missing 100 
Captured J08 
Total Casualties S,655 

Notes Major-General Williu F. Dean later comnanded the 24th Infantry Division during the 
early fighting of the Ko%'8an War, and was later awarded the Med.al o'f Honor for his co~
eous actions and leadership of the 24th in am around Taejon, Korea. Reported aissing in 
action, it was eventually found out that he was a prisoner of war. He was finally released 
by the eolllllUldsts and. returned to the United States. 



1 WWII 

OCTOBER 1944 
24 Oct 111 
26 Oct 1111111 
27 Oct 1 
28 Oct 1111111111 10 
29 Oct 11 
JO Oct 1 
Jl Oct 111 

27 

44TH INFANTRY DIVISION "44th" 

NOVEMBER 1944 
1 Nov 11 
J Nov 111111 
4 Nov 11 
5 Nov 11 
6 Nov 1 
7 Nov 1 
8 Nov 111111 

11 Nov 1 
12 Nov 1 
lJ Nov llllllllllllllilllllllllll 26 
14 Nov 11111111111111111111 20 
15 Nov 11111111111111111 17 
16 Nov 1111111111111 lJ 
17 Nov 1111111111111111111111111111 28 
18 Nov 111 
19 Nov 11111111111111111 17 
20 Nov 11111111 8 
21 Nov 1 
22 Nov 11111111 8 
2J Nov 11111111111111 14 
24 Nov 111111111 9 
25 Nov 111111111111 12 
26 Nov 11111111111 11 
28 Nov 1 
29 Nov 1 
JO Nov 111 

214 

DECEMBER 1944 
2 Dec 11111111111111 14 
J Dec 111111111111 12 
4 Dec 1111111111111111 16 
5 Dec 1111 
6 Dec 111 
7 Dec 1111111 
8 Dec 111111111 9 

10 Dec 1111111 
11 Dec 1111111111111 lJ 
12 Dec 1 
lJ Dec 111111 
14 Dec 11 
15 Dec 11111111 8 
16 Dec 1 
18 Dec 1 
19 Dec 11111 
20 Dec 11 
22 Dec 11111 
2J Dec 1 
25 Dec 1 
28 Dec 1 
29 Dec 1 

120 
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JANUARY 1945 

1 Jan 11111111111111111111111 2) 
2 Jan 11111 
J Jan 11111 
4 Jan 11111111 8 
5 Jan 1111 
6 Jan 11111111111111111 17 
7 Jan 1111 
9 Jan 11 

10 Jan 1 
11 Jan 1 
12 Jan 11 
14 Jan 1 
18 Jan 11 
19 Jan 111111111111 12 
20 Jan 111 
22 Jan 1 
26 Jan 11 
27 Jan 1 
28 Jan 1 

95 

44TH INFANTRY DIVISION "44th" 

FEBRUARY 1945 

8 Feb 1 
12 Feb 1 
lJ Feb 1 
15 Feb 11111111111111111111111111111111 J2* 
16 Feb 111 approx. 
17 Feb 11 6e>*men 
18 Feb 11 
21 Feb 11 
2) Feb 11 

46 

MARCH 1945 

1 Mar 1 
J Mar 1 

10 Mar 1 
1) Mar 1 
15 Mar 1 
28 Mar 11111 
29 Mar 11111111111 11 
JO Mar l 

22 
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44TH INFANTRY DIVISION "44th" 

APRIL 1945 

1 Apr 1 
2 Apr 1111 
9 A pr 1111111 

10 Apr 1 
11 Apr 1 
14 Apr 111111111111111 15 
15 Apr 1111 
16 Apr 11 
17 Apr 111 
18 Apr 11111111 8 
19 Apr 1111111 
20 Apr 1 
21 Apr 1 
22 Apr 111111111111 12 
24 Apr 111 
25 Apr 11 
28 Apr 1 
JO Apr 11 

75 

44TH INFANTRY DIVISION'S 

*bloodiest day-------15 February 1945 
bloodiest month November 1944 
2nd bloodiest day 17 November 1944 
Jrd bloodiest day lJ November 1944 
Total tattle deaths 1,101 
607 are listed=55.J% KIA-940 

MAY 1945 

2 May 11111 
J May 1 
4 May 1 

lJ May 1 

8 



4.5TH INFANTRY DIVISION "Thunderbird" 

Originally--Oklahoma., Arizona, Colorado, New Mexico National Guard 

Activa.ted-16 September 1940 

Returned To United States-14 September 1945 

Inactivated-? December 194.5 

Battle Credits, World War II: Sicily 
Ronie-Arno 
Alsace 

Salerno Southern Italy Anzio 
Southern France Vosges Mountains 

Days In Comb!.t-.511 Siegfried Line Rhineland Central Europe 

Commanding Generals (During Combat, WW II): 
Maj~en Troy H. Middleton 
Maj~en William W. Eagles 
Maj~en Robert T. Frederick 

October 1942-December 1943 
December 1943--December 1944 
December 1944--September 194.5 

Combat Chronicle: The 4,Sth Infantry Division was stationed at Camp Patrick Henry, Virginia., 
in May 1943, when witnesses saw one of the most unusual displays in American military hist
ory. It was a campfire war dance put on by some of the 1,500 American Indians from 28 tri
bes who belonged to the 45th. Two years later, the 45th was much changed. Few of the ori
ginal Indians were left---the 45th's total casualties had come to 21,260·men, one of the 
highest of any U.S. division in World War II. 

Another change was that its original shoulder iatch had consisted of a respectable old 
Indian design, the swastika. When the Nazis made this symbol their national emblem, the 
4,5th hastily substituted another traditional Indian figure--the thunderbird, the Red Man's 
"sacred bearer of unlimited happiness". 

The 4,Sth landed in North Africa on 22 June 1943, and trained at Arzew, French Morocco. 
On 10 July 1943, the division landed in Sicily, its first major amphibious operation, as 

well as its initiation to combat. At first, numerous prisoners were captured by the Germans, 
due greatly to the 45th's inexperience, and some difficulty was encountered in consolidating 
its portion of the beachhead. But the Thunderbirds rapidly pulled together and then, head
ing inland to the north, captured Biscari, Caltanissetta, and Termini, advancing so relent
lessly that one German prisoner complained, ''Don't you ever sleep?" 

Along the northern coast, the road sometimes ran right above the sea, with cliffs or 
steep hills on the other side. The Germans could sometimes delay the advance by simply blow
ing away a stretch of the road. But the engineers performed remarkable feats of construct
ion. Besides this, the heat on Sicily often topped 100 degrees, and the German 29th Panzer 
Grenadier Division resisted with the utmost tenacity. Alternating along the northern coast 
with the )rd Infantry Division, the 45th had a bloody 6-day battle at a place aptly called 
"Bloody Ridge." On 1 August 1943, the division was withdrawn for a rest. Among other loss
es, the 45th ha.d 302 men killed in action on Sicily. 

The 45th landed at the Salerno beachhead, 10 September 1943, and into desperate fighting. 
In fact, for several days the issue was critical, but by the 17th the Germans pulled back. 

And then, for 4 bitter months, the 45th fought through the Apennines of southern Italy. 



Against stiff resistance the 45th pushed to the Calore River, at a point just north of 
Benevento, by 27 September. Slugging forward in a northwesterly direction up "the boot", 
the 45th took Monte Acera, and then, further north, took two days in clearing Piedimonte 
d' Alife against fierce resistance by the crack 26th Panzer Division. Continuing further 
north into almost trackless mountain country, the 45th pushed on against stubborn enemy 
delaying actions and counterattacks. By J November 194J, the.Thunderbirds had crossed the 
winding Volturno River. In conjunction with the )4th Infantry Division, the 45th moved 
through a. :profusion of mines and booby-trape, and then into a desolate and virtually track
less area of jagged pea.ks and :precipitous cliffs, fighting painfully, approaching utter ex
haustion, and incurring heavy casualties both from enemy fire and from exposure to rain and 
cold. On the right flank the 5Q4.th Parachute Regiment, 82nd Airborne Division pa.trolled al
most impassable mountains. After taking Venafro, in the German Winter Line, the 45th inched 
forward to Sant' Elia. By this time, it was so cold in the mountains that the Gis couldn't 
dig foxholes in the hard ground. Some of the men turned muleskinners in order to get supp
lies to the front line over trails impassable for vehicles. Finally, the 45th was pulled 
out of the line for rest and rehabilitation. 

The 45th next landed in the Anzio beachhead---a.nd into some of the most desperate and 
heaviest fighting of the war. For 76 straight days the division was under ceaseless enemy 
fire. The 45th had a vital role in helping to foil a major German offensive. 

In mid-February 1944, the Germans began a major effort to drive the Allied divisions in 
the beachhead back into the sea. The 45th, in the center of the line and holding positions 
astride either side of the Anzio-Alba.no road, was forced ba.ck. The Germans suffered very 
heavy casualties but, after frantically regrouping during the night, came on again the next 
day, 17 February 1944, and the 45th, under terrific :pressure, was a.gain :pressed ba.ck. It 
was on this critical day at the Anzio beachhead that the 45th had one of its 8 Medal of Hon
or winners of the war in a very courageous series of actions by Pfc William J. Johnston, 
Company G, 18oth Infantry Regiment. 

Near Padiglione, Italy, he observed and fired upon an attacking force of a.round 80 Ger
mans, inflicting at least 25 casualties with his machinegun, and forcing the others to with
draw. All that day he manned his gun without relief, subjected to mortar, artillery, and 
sniper fire. Two Germans worked so close to his position that his machinegun was ineffect
ive, whereupon he killed one with his pistol, and the other with a. rifle taken from a fellow 
soldier. 

He then volunteered to cover his platoon's withdrawal, and was the last man to leave that 
night. In a. new position, Pf'c Johnston maintained an all-night vigil, the next morning ca.u
sing 7 enemy casualties. 

On the afternoon of the 18th, some men on his left flank having been forced to pull ba.ck, 
he again covered the withdrawal. Shortly after, he was seriously wounded above the heart, 
and a. soldier saw him crawl up an emba.nlanent. This man aided him to courageously resume 
action behind his ma.chinegun. 

Though reported killed in action, Pf'c Johnston was seen on the morning of 19 February, 
slowly and iainfully working his way ba.ck from his overrun position through enemy lines. 
He gave valuable information of new enemy dispositions. His heroic determination to destroy 
the enemy greatly aided in halting a strong German attack, ca.used very heavy German losses, 
and so inspired his fellow soldiers that they fought for and held a vitally important posit
ion against greatly superior forces. And Pf'c Johnston survived the war, 

The 45th suffered very heavy casualties, including numerous men captured, but never broke. 
On the same day (the 19th) a. counterattack was commenced by the ·1st Armored Division, and 
the Germans wavered and then fell ba.ck. The crisis was over. 

There then followed a. lengthy period of stalemate at the beachhead, with trench warfare 
reminiscent of the First World War, with highly dangerous patrol actions. 

On 23 May 1944, the 45th, along with a number of other U.S. and British units, broke out 
of the beachhead area in very tough fighting. The 45th, after bypassing Rome, was given a 
rest, beginning on 16 June. Altogether, the Italian campaign cost the 45th 1,808 men killed 
in action and around 7,000 wounded. 

Then, the Fighting 45th got ready for its fourth amphibious assault landing of the war--
this time, southern France, beginning on 15 August 1944. The Thunderbirds landed in the 
St. Maxima vicinity against light opposition. Advancing up the Rhone River Valley, a.long 



with the 3rd and J6th Infantry Divisions and a few French units, the 45th became involved 
in a furious le.ttle at Mont~limar. The German 19th Army, between the fighting with the 
American and French outfits and being l:adly strafed from the air, was l:adly mauled. as it 
retreated northward. 

The 45th continued in pursuit of the Germans, and was counterattacked at Bourg by the 
elite 11th Panzer Division. The Germans were beaten Ce.ck, and then the 45th helped capture 
the fortress town of Besanqon. 

The Americans headed into the heavily wooded Vosges Mountains against increasingly tough 
German resistance. The 45th took the heavily defended city of Epinal, 24 September, cross
ed the swollen Moselle River, and then captured Rambervillers on the 30th. After fighting 
slowly and bloodily throughout October 1944, the Thunderbirds eventually forced. the Morta.gne 
River. By this time, the 45th was bled white, and was relieved at the beginning of November 
1944 by the lOOth "Century" Infantry Division. 

After resting and receiving replacements, the 45th then fought into northern Alsace, cap
turing Niederbronn, Reichshoffen, and other small towns and villages-places where a lot 
of good men died. The division captured the forts north of Mutzig and, by December 1944, 
had bitten into the fortifications of the Siegfried. Line. 

Then, on l January 1945, the Germans opened a vicious attack into northern Alsace with 
some 14 divisions. The 45th, fighting ha.rd in the vicinity of Bitche, did as much as any . 
outfit in helping to stem this offensive. It was greatly due to the 45th's efforts that a 
potentially dangerous German salient around Bitche was contained and eventually eliminated.. 
Although not nearly as publicized as the Battle of the Bulge which was raging at the same 
time to the northwest, the fighting in Alsace was no less strenuous, and was also fought in 
very trying winter conditions. Altogether, the fighting up through eastern France had cost 
the 45th 1,469 men dead. 

After more rest and rehabilitation during February 1945, the 45th was one of a dozen ?th 
Army divisions which launched. an all-out effort to smash the Siegfried Line in its sector, 
beginning on 1.5 March 1945. On the 45th's left flank was the 3rd Infantry Division, while 
to the right was the lOOth Infantry Division. After several days of grueling combat, the 
4.5th broke through on its front, captured Homburg on the 21st, and then crossed the Rhine 
near Worms on 26 March. Its commander, at this time, was Major-General Robert T. Frederick, 
one Of the youngest divisional commanders, and who had previously COJllJll&nded the elite 1st 
Special Service Force in Italy and southern France. 

Heading east, the Thunderbirds found themselves in a ,5-day, vicious 'tattle in the size
able town of Aschaffenburg against die-hard fanatics including young boys and even 14-15-
year-old girls whipped up into a frenzy by SS elements. It was one of the 45th's toughest 
'tattles, and the worst irony of it is that just beyond this town, there was a slave-laborer 
camp. Many of these captives were slain by their SS guards who may otherwise have been set 
free by the 45th, ha.d not the division been delayed by the fanatical resistance in Aschaff
enburg, on the Main River. 

Continuing further east, the 45th took Schweinfurt in a sharp ba.ttle, and then, yet fur
ther east, Bamberg in a 1-day battle in which the 15th Infantry Regiment, 3rd Infantry Div
ision also partici:pa.ted. 

Pivoting south, the 45th then helped take the bombed-out, ruined city of Nuremberg. The 
remainder of the 2nd Mountain and 17th SS Panzer Grenadier Divisions resisted fanatically, 
and it was another grim, furious 'tattle lasting several days. 

Not only this, but the Americans ran into plenty of trouble before they even entered the 
ruined. symbol of Nazi Germany. While the 42nd "Rainbow" Infantry Division attacked into the 
western suburb of Filrth, meeting furious resistance, and the 3rd Infantry Division attacked 
from the north, the 45th swung around to attack from the east and northeast. The Germans 
had hundreds of 88mm antiaircraft guns ringing the city. Their projectiles, fused to burst 
overhead, scattered metal fragments for hundreds of yards, and scores of Gis were either 
killed or 'te.dly wounded as they advanced on the city. 

Inside the city, the Americans encountered numerous booby-traps and German soldiers with 
pa.nzerfausts and plenty of rnachineguns and ma.chine-pistols. But the Americans advanced rel
entlessly, blasting into rubble any building or house which offered resistance. The 45th 
knocked out 45 guns and captured numerous prisoners and, by 20 April 1945, the city had fall
en soon after a regiment ea.ch from the Jrd and 45th Divisions had met at the Regnitz River 
which flows through the ancient city. 



Continuing south, the Thunderbird Division crossed the Danube on 27 April, and by the 
3oth, had helped capture the big Bavarian city of Munich against sha.rp, but sporadic resist
ance. In fact, much of the civilian population, thoroughly sick of the war and of Nazi lies, 
was of considerable help in often pointing out to the Gis the hiding places of German soldiers 

And then, the men of the 45th headed for the notorious concentration camp at Dachau, only 
12 miles northwest of Munich. Some of the scenes were indescrite.ble, and hardened veterans 
were visibly shaken---a.nd enraged. Also, half-crazed with mixed feelings of joy and rage, 
some of the more able-bodied prisoners itched to get their hands on any of the guards they 
could get hold of, and the Gis were inclined to let them have their way. The Nazi guards 
had used huge dogs to help terrorize the inmates. Each of these vicious animals was shot. 
Any of the Gis there who had had any doubts as to why they had been fighting, now knew. 

When the war in Europe ended, 8 May 1945, the 45th was stationed near Dachau. No outfit 
had fought harder than the Fighting 45th---a.nd few, if any, divisions had been through as 
many tough tattles. The 45th lost 362 men inside Germany. 

Honors: Congressional Medals of Honor-8 
Distinguished Unit Citations~? 
Distinguished Service Crosses--61 
Silver Stars l,848 

Casualties: Total Battle Deaths-4,276 
Killed In Action-'.}, 714 
Wounded 14,.541 
Missing 478 
captured 2 ,527 
Total Casualties~21,260 

Other 45th Infantry Division Medal of Honor winners in World War II: Killed in action * 
2nd Lt Van T. Barfoot, l.57th Inf Rgt, 23 May 1944, near Carano, Italy 
2nd Lt Ernest Childers, 22 September 1943, Oliveto, Italy 
2nd Lt Al E. Fisher, l57th Inf Rgt, 12-13 September 1944, near Gramont, France 
1st Lt Jack C. Montgomery, 22 February 1944, near Padiglione, Italy 
Cpl James D. Slaton, 157th Inf Rgt, 23 September 1943, near Oliveto, Italy 
Capt Jack L. Treadwell, 18oth Inf Rgt, 18 March 1945, near Nieder-Wiirzte.ch, Germany 
Cpl Edward G. Wilkin, * l.57th Inf Rgt, 18 March 1945, Siegfried Line, Germany 

Notes: The third line infantry regiment of the 45th Infantry Division in World War II 
was the 179th Infantry Regiment. 

The 45th Infantry Division was called into federal service during the Korean War, 
and saw action in that conflict from January l9.52~July 1953. 



l .WWII 

45TH INFANTRY DIVISION "Thunderbird" 

JULY 194) 
10 July 1111111111111111111111111111111111 Y+ 
11 July 111111111111 12 
12 July 11111111111111111111111 2J 
1) July 111111111111111 15 
14 July 1111111111111111111111111 25 
15 July 111111 
16 July 1111 
17 July 1 
18 July 1 
20 July 1 
2) July 11 
24 July 11 
25 July 111111111111111 15 
26 July 11 
28 July 11111111 8 
29 July 1111111111111111111111111 25 
)1 July 1 

177 

AUGUST 194J 
5 Aug 11 
7 Aug 11111 

15 Aug 1 
16 Aug 1111 

12 

SEPIEMBER 194J 
10 Sept 1 
11 Sept 1111111111111111111 19 
12 Sept 1111111111111 lJ 
lJ Sept 11111111111111 14 
14 Sept 111111 
15 Sept 1111 
16 Sept 11 
17 Sept 111111 
18 Sept 11 
19 Sept 111 
20 Sept 11 
22 Sept 111111111111111 15 
2) Sept 11111111 8 
25 Sept 11 
27 Sept l 
28 Sept 1 

99 

OCTOBER 194J 

l Oct 1 
4 Oct 111 
5 Oct 11111111111 11 
6 Oct 11 
7 Oct 1111 
9 Oct 11 

10 Oct 1111111 
11 Oct 11 
12 Oct 11 
lJ Oct 111111111 9 
14 Oct 111 
15 Oct 1111111111111 lJ 
16 Oct l 
17 Oct 1 
18 Oct 1111 
19 Oct 1 
21 Oct 1 
24 Oct l 
26 Oct 1 
28 Oct l 
JO Oct 11 

72 
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45TH INFANTRY DIVISICti "Thunderbird" 

NOVEMBER 194 J 
1 Nov 11 
2 Nov 1 
J Nov 1 
4 Nov 111 
5 Nov 1111 
6 Nov 1111111111111111 16 
7 Nov 111 
8 Nov 1111111 
9 Nov 111111111111111111111111111111 JO 

10 Nov 1111111 
11 Nov 11111 
12 Nov 1111111111 10 
lJ Nov 11111111111 11 
14 Nov 11111 
15 Nov 1111 
16 Nov 111 
17 Nov 111 
19 Nov 111 
20 Nov 111 
21 Nov 11111111 8 
22 Nov 1111111 
2) Nov 11 
24 Nov 111 
25 Nov 1 
26 Nov 1111 
27 Nov 11 
28 Nov 11 
29 Nov 1 
JO Nov 111111 

157 

DECEMBER 194) 

1 Dec 1111 
J Dec 1 
4 Dec 11111 
5 Dec 111 
6 Dec 111111 
7 Dec 1111 
8 Dec 111 
9 Dec 1 

10 Dec 111 
11 Dec 111 
lJ Dec 11 
14 Dec 1 
15 Dec llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll J2 
16 Dec 11 
17 Dec 11 
18 Dec 11 
19 Dec 111 
20 Dec 11111111 8 
22 Dec 111111 
2J Dec 11 
24 Dec l 
25 Dec 1 
29 Dec 1 
JO Dec 111111111111111111111111 24 

120 

JANUARY 1944 
1 Jan 11 
J Jan 1 
5 Jan 1 

11 Jan 1 
12 Jan 1 
15 Jan 1 
29 Jan 1111 
JO Jan 1 
Jl Jan 111 

15 
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4.5TH INFANTRY DIVISIClf "Thunderbird" 

FEBRUARY 1944 

1 Feb 11 
2 Feb 11 
J Feb 1 
5 Feb 11 
7 Feb 1111111 
8 Feb 11111 
9 Feb 11 

11 Feb 11111111 8 
12 Feb 111111111 9 
lJ Feb 111 
14 Feb 1111111 
15 Feb 111111 
16 Feb 11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 .50* 
17 Feb 11111111111111111111111111 26 approx. 90Xmen 
18 Feb 11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 .50*° 
19 Feb 1111111111111111111111111 25 
20 Feb 11111111111111 14 
21 Feb 111111111111111 15 
22 Feb 111111111 9 
2) Feb lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll 4.5 
24 Feb 11 
25 Feb 1111 
26 Feb 11111 
27 Feb 1 
29 Feb 11111 

)05 

MARCH 1944 

1 Mar 1111111 
2 Mar 111 
J Mar 11 
4 Mar 1 
5 Mar 11 

· 6 Mar 111 
7 Mar 1 
8 Mar 1 
9 Mar 11 

11 Mar 1 
lJ Mar 11 
14 Mar 1 
16 Mar 1 
18 Mar 111111 
19 Mar 1 
20 Mar 11 
22 Mar 1111 
2J Mar 11 
24 Mar 1111111 
25 Mar 111111111111 12 
26 Mar 1 
28 Mar 1111111111 10 
29 Mar 11 
JO Mar 11 

76 

APRIL 1944 

l Apr 11 
2 Apr 11 
4 Apr 1111 
5 Apr 11 
8 Apr 111 
9 Apr 1 

10 Apr 1 
lJ Apr 111111 
14 Apr 1 
15 A pr 111111 
16 Apr 11 
17 Apr 1 
18 Apr 1 
26 Apr 1 
JO Apr 1 

'ft 



4 WWII 

MAY 1944 
2 May 11 
J May 11 
4 May 111 
5 May 111 
6 May 1111111 
7 May 1 
8 May 11111 
9 May 11111 

11 May 1 
12 May 1111 
lJ May 11 
14 May 1 
15 May 111111 
17 May 1 
18 May il 
19 May 111 
20 May 11 
21 May 111 
22 May 11 

45TH INFANTRY DIVISIOO. "Thunderbird" 

JUNE 1944 
1 June 1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 46 
2 June 11111111111111111 17 
J June 1111111111111111111111 22 
4 June 111 
5 June 1 
6 June 1 
7 June 1 
8 June 1 
9 June 1 

9) 

2) May 11111111111111111111111111111111 J2 
24 May 1111111111111 lJ 
25 May 111111111 9 
26 May 11111111111111111111111 2) 
27 May 111111111111111111111111111111 JO 
28 May 111111111111111111111111111111111111 J6 
29 May 11111111111 11 
JO May 11111111111111111111111 2J 
Jl May 111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 48 

280 

AUGUST 1944 
15 Aug 1111111111111111 16 
16 Aug 111 
17 Aug 1111 
18 Aug 1111 
19 Aug 1111 
20 Aug 11 
21 Aug 1 
24 Aug 1 
26 Aug 111 
27 Aug 1111111 
28 Aug 1111111111 10 
29 Aug 1 
Jl Aug 1 

57 



5 WWII 

SEPIEMBER 1944 

1 Sept 11111 
2 Sept 1 
J Sept 111 
4 Sept 1 
5 Sept 111 
6 Sept 1 
7 Sept 11 
8 Sept 111 
9 Se pt 111111 

10 Sept 1 
11 Sept 111 
12 Sept 11111111111111111111111 2J 
lJ Sept 111111 
14 Sept 11111 
15 Sept 1111 
16 Sept 11111111 8 
17 Sept 111 
18 Sept 1 
20 Sept 11 
21 Sept 11 
22 Sept 1111111111111 13 
23 Sept 111111111111111 15 
24 Sept 11111111111 11 
25 Sept 111111111 9 
26 Sept 1 
27 Sept 1 
28 Sept 111 
29 Sept 11111 
JO Sept 1111 

145 

45TH INFANTRY DIVISION. ,.Thunderbird" 

OCTOBER 1944 

1 Oct 11 
2 Oct 1111 
4 Oct 1111111111111111 16 

. 5 Oct l 
6 Oct lllllllllllllllll 17 
7 Oct 111 
8 Oct 111111 

12 Oct 11 
lJ Oct 1111111 
14 Oct 111 
15 Oct l 
16 Oct 1111111111 10 
17 Oct 111111 
18 Oct 11111111 8 
19 Oct 1111 
20 Oct 111111 
21 Oct 1111 
22 Oct 1111 
23 Oct l 
25 Oct 1111 
26 Oct 11111111 8 
27 Oct 1111 
28 Oct 1111111 
29 Oct 11111111111 11 
JO Oct 11111 

NOVEMBER 1944 

1 Nov 11 
2 Nov 111 
3 Nov 11 

· 4 Nov 111 
5 Nov 1111 
6 NOV 1111111 
7 Nov 111 
.8 Nov l 

12 Nov 1 
lJ Nov l 
22 Nov l 
24 Nov 1 
25 Nov 1 
27 Nov 1 
28 Nov 111111111111 12 
29 Nov 11111 
JO Nov 111 

51 

)1 Oct 11111111111111111111111111 26 

170 

DECEMBER 1944 

1 Dec 11111111111 11 
2 Dec 11 
4 Dec 1111 
5 Dec 1111111 
6 Dec 1111 
8 Dec 11 
9 Dec 1 

10 Dec 111 
11 Dec 111111 
12 Dec 11111 
lJ Dec 111 
14 Dec 11 
15 Dec l 
16 Dec 111 
17 Dec 1 
18 Dec l 
19 Dec 111 
20 Dec 1111111 
21 Dec l 
22 Dec l 
24 Dec 1 
25 Dec 1 
26 Dec l 
27 Dec 11111111111111 14 
28 Dec 11 
29 Dec 1 
JO Dec 11 

90 
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45TH INFANTRY DIVISION "Thunderbird" 

1 Jan 111111 
2 Jan 11 
J Jan 11111111 8 
4 Jan 1111111111 10 
5 Jan 1111111111 10 
6 Jan 111111111 9 
7 Jan 11111111 8 
8 Jan 11111111111 11 
9 Jan 1 

10 Jan 111111111 9 
11 Jan 11111111 8 
12 Jan 1111111111111 lJ 
lJ Jan 1111 
14 Jan 11111111 8 
15 Jan 111111 
16 Jan 111 
17 Jan 111111111 9 
18 Jan 111 
19 Jan 1111111 
20 Jan 111 

FEBRUARY lg,.5 

1Feb1 
J Feb 1 
4 Feb 1 
5 Feb 1 

10 Feb 11 
lJ Feb 11 
18 Feb l 
19 Feb 1 
28 Feb 1 

11 

21 Jan 111111111111111111111111111 27 
2) Jan 111 

168 

45TH INFANTRY DIVISION'S 

MARCH lg,.5 

7 Mar 1 
9 Mar 1 

15 Mar 11111111111111111111 20 
16 Mar 1 
17 Mar 11111111111 11 
18 Mar llllllllllllllllli 18 
19 Mar 1111111 
20 Mar 111111111 9 
21 Mar 11 
22 Mar 11 
2J Mar l 
25 Mar 11 
26 Mar 111111111111111 15 
27 Mar 1 
28 Mar 1111111 
29 Mar 11111111111111111111111111111 29 
JO Mar l 
Jl Mar 11111111111 11 

1J9 

*bloodiest days:-------16 and 18 February 1944 
bloodiest month February 1944 
Jrd bloodiest day Jl May 1944 
4th " " " 1 June 1944 
5th " " " 23 February 1944 
6th " " " 28 May 1944 
7th " " " 10 July lg,.J 

Total tattle deaths------,276 
2,)82 are listed=55.'(% KIA~3,714 

APRIL lg,.5 

1 Apr 1111 
2 Apr 111111111111111 15 
3 Apr 11 
4 Apr 111 
5 Apr 1 
6 Apr 1 

10 Apr 1 
12 Apr 111 
lJ Apr 11 
14 Apr 11 
16 Apr 1111 
17 Apr 11111111111 11 
18 Apr 111111111111111 15 
19 Apr 1111111111 10 
20 Apr 11111 
21 Apr 1 
23 Apr 1 
24 Apr 11 
25 Apr 11 
26 Apr 111111 
27 Apr 1 
28 Apr l 
JO Apr 111111111111111 15 

108 

MAY lg,.5 

4 May 1 
15 May 1 
21 May 1 

J 
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U.S. UNIT CASUALTIES--WORI.D WAR II 
(In the order of the nUJ11ber of total l:attle deaths) 

UNIT TOTAL DEAD KIA WOUNDED TOTAL CASUALTIES 
)rd Infantry Dvn 5,6J4 4,922 18,766 25,977 
4th Infantry Dvn 4,798 4,017 l7,J7l 22,580 

· 29th Infantry Dvn 4,7J6 J,870 15,51-1 20,603 
9th Infantry Dvn 4,5Jl J,86J 17,416 2J,284 
·ls t Marine Dvn 4,46.5 lJ,849 18,Jl4 
1st Infantry Dvn 4,365 3,616 1.5,208 20,6..59 

45th Inf'antry Dvn 4,276 J,714 14,.541 21,260 
-36th Infantry Dvn J,890 3,318 14,190 20,652 
90th Infantry Dvn J,868 J,270 14,)86 19,128 
J4th Infantry Dvn J,708 3,145 12,.545 17,680 

· JOth Inf'antey Dvn J,525 2,992 13,J76 18,435 
8Jrd Infantry Dvn J,J87 2,960 11,000. 14,902 
4th Marine Dvn 3,317 lJ,006 16,JZJ 
2nd Infantry Dvn 3,272 2,833 12,000 16,812 

80th Infantry Dvn 3,194 2,800 11,.500 1.5,865 
J.5th Infantry Dvn 2,936 2,476 ll,526 15,813 

,.79th Infantry Dvn 2,923 2,4.54 10,971 15,181 
28th Infantry Dvn 2,873 2,316 9,609 16,762 

8th Infantry Dvn 2,804- 2,513 10,057 lJ,967 
2nd Marine Dvn 2,729 8,753 11,482 
5th Inf'antry Dvn 2,628 2,277 9,549 12,797 

88th Inf'antry Dvn 2,529 2,282 9,225 13,095 
)2nd Infantry Dvn 2,524 2,lo8 6,627 8,763 

lOlst Airborne Dvn 2,500 2,188 6,800 10,162 
7th Infantry Dvn 2,J46 1,957 7,258 9,221 
3rd Armored Dvn 2,302 2,04-3 7,160 9,673 

96th Inf'antry Dvn 2,166 1,596 7,281 8,945 
26th Infantry Dvn 2,116 1,892 7,886 10,743 
82nd Airborne Dvn 2,116 l,7J7 6,950 9,581 
5th Marine Dvn 2,llJ 6,450 8,563 

27th Infantry Dvn 1,977 1,.545 5,485 7,071 
)rd Marine Dvn l,932 6,744 8,676 
1st Armored. Dvn 1,907 1,623 6,300 8,657 

77th Inf'antry Dvn 1, 904- 1,482 6,000 7.5.59 
85th Inf'antry Dvn 1,749 1,572 6,314 8,785 



2 

UNIT TarAL DEAD KIA WOUNDED TOTAL CASUALTIES 
78th Infantry Dvn 1,655 1,432 6,10J 8,151 
6th Marine Dvn 1,637 6,590 8,227 

9lst Infantry Dvn l,6JJ 1,456 6,748 8,800 

4Jrd Infantry Dvn 1,514 l,21J 5,187 6,411 

25th Infantry Dvn 1,508 1,253 4,190 5,450 
4th Armored Dvn 1,48J 1,282 5,098 7,258 

ld-1-th Infantry Dvn 1,465 1,285 5,200 6,818 
2nd Armored Dvn 1,456 1,200 .5.7.57 7,28J 

J7th Infantry Dvn l,456 1,112 5,261 6,J78 
84th Infantry Dvn 1,420 l,282 .5,098 7,258 
24th Infantry Dvn 1,441 1,209 .5,J21 6,.547 
9.5th Infantry Dvn 1,374 1,2o6 4,94.5 6,592 
6th Armored Dvn 1,270 l,074 4,200 5,445 

87th Infantry Dvn 1,269 l,124 4,342 6,0d-1-
Americal Dvn 1,259 1,075 J,J.50 4,442 

7th Armored Dvn 1,222 994 4,000 6,o84 

lst Ca. valry Dvn 1,1.52 887 4,0J.5 4,932 
99th Infantry Dvn l,lJl 983 4,177 6,.54J 
17th Airborne Dvn 1,1JO 978 4,7d-I- 6,332 
6th Infantry Dvn 1,120 898 J,876 4,777 

44th Infantry Dvn 1,101 940 4,209 .5.5.57 
94th Infantry Dvn 1,100 9.50 4,789 6,474 

l02nd Infantry Dvn 1,012 888 J,668 4,878 
4lst Infantry Dvn 97.5 7.58 J,.5d-I- 4,275 
63rd. Infantry Dvn 960 844 J,J26 4,487 
10th Armored Dvn 945 790 4,000 .5,070 

10oth Infantry Dvn 944 847 J,.539 ,5,002 
10th Mountain Dvn 941 862 J,1)4 4,o62 
7.5th Infantry Dvn 922 818 J,Jl4 4,325 
5th Armored Dvn 840 66.5 2,842 3,570 

7oth Infantry Dvn 840 7.58 2,713 J,922 
10Jrd Infantry Dvn 821 659 J,J29 4.497 

66th Infantry Dvn * 800 79.5 636 1,4.52 
442nd Infantry Rgt 680 

J8th Infantry Dvn 791 653 2,814 J,472 

76th Infantry Dvn 779 667 2,197 3,0JJ 
9th Armored Dvn 741 607 2,J.50 J,952 



UNIT TOTAL DEAD KIA WOUNDED TOTAL CASUALTIES 
12th Armored Dvn 718 60.5 2,416 J,.516 
40th Infantry Dvn 718 587 2,407 2,994 
42nd Infantry Dvn 655 .5.53 2,212 J,971 
11th Airborne Dvn 631 516 1,926 2,4.5J 
11th.Armored Dvn 628 .52J 2,394 2,968 

92nd Infantry Dvn 610 _54ll. 2,187 2,993 
14th Armored Dvn 609 _54ll. 1,9.5.5 2,729 
8lst Infantry Dvn .520 374 1,942 2,)22 

106th Infantry Dvn .51J 444 1,278 8,419 ** 
3Jrd Infantry Dvn .509 J88 2,02'+ 2,418 

lst Spec Serv Force 449 419 2,500 

:)1st Infantry Dvn 418 )'+2 1,J92 l,7J3 
69th Infantry Dvn JS'+ 3'+1 1,146 1,,5o6 
8th Armored Dvn J.5.5 299 l,J7.5 1,720 

158th Infantry Rgt )'+O 290 1,097 l,J90 
89th Infantry Dvn Jll 281 690 1,016 

6.5th Infantry Dvn 261 2JJ 927 1,2)0 

97th Infantry Dvn 21.5 188 721 979 
71st Infantry Dvn 169 1.50 64J 821 

llJth Cavalry Grp 161 1.54 
86th Infantry Dvn 161 1)6 618 785 

47Jrd Infantry Rgt 160 4.50 
Jrd Ranger Bn 1.50 
1st Ranger Bn 140 
'+th Ranger Bn 140 

13th Ar111ored Dvn 129 107 712 819 
.5th Ranger Bn 117 

20th Armored Dvn .54 46 13'+ 186 
9Jrd Infantry Dvn 50 4J lJJ 194 
16th Armored Dvn 5 4 28 J2 

No casualty figures are available for the following units: 
Philippine Inf Dvn 6th Ranger Bn 99th Infantry Bn 

lst Marine Provl Bgde 6th Cavalry Grp ll2th Cavalry Rgt 

2nd Ranger Bn lJth Allld. Grp 147th Infantry Rgt 

2nd Cavalry Grp l'+th Ca. valry Grp 474th Infantry Rgt 

Jrd Ca. valry Grp 15th Ca.va.lry Grp .503rd Parachute Rgt 

4th Cavalry Grp 22nd Marine Rgt 517th Para.chute Rgt 
Marine Raiders Merrill's Marauders Mars Task Force 

l02nd Cavalry Grp lo6th Ca. val:cy Crp 

---------
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Notes on the ca.sualty listing: 

l Some of the totals are approximate figures. However, the total l:attle death and 
the XIA (killed in action) figures are quite accurate. An exception to this is 
the Ranger l:attalions. All of those l:attalions which a.re listed are approximate 
figures except for the 5th Ranger Battalion which is an exact figure. 

2 * The 66th Infantry Division lost over 700 men in the English Channel in 
December 1944, due to enemy sul::ma.rine action. 

J **The l06th Infantry Division had close to 7,000 men ca.ptured in the 
:Battle of the Bulge in December 1944. 

4 No killed in action figures are available for any of the Marine divisions--
only the total lB.ttle death figures. 

5 The total l:attle death column includes those men who later died of wounds. 

6 Captured and missing in action figures have been omitted primarily due to lack of 
apace. In the Pacific, as a rule, very few men surrendered. to the Japanese. 

7 Figures are also incomplete for the lst Special Service Force and the Japanese
America.n 442nd Infantry Regiment, the 47Jrd Infantry Regiment, and the 
ll)th Cavalry Group. The 47'.3rd fought in Italy, and the llJth fought in Europe. 

8 The casualty figures for all of these units does not include any units or per
sonnel which may have been temporarily attached. to a given unit at any time. 



U.S. BATTIE DF.ATHS IN WORID WAR II-INCLUDES AHMY, MARINE CORPS, AND NAVY 

France 
Germany 
Sicily and Italy 
Belgium 
Tunisia 
Holland 
Luxembourg 
Algeria 
Morocco 
Austria 
Czechoslovakia 
Yugoslavia 

Philippines 
Okinawa 
Iwo Jima. 
Mariana Islands 
Solomon Islands 
New Guinea 
Palau Islands 
Gilbert Islands 
Burma 
Marshall Islands 
Aleutian Islands 
Admiralty Islands 
New Britain 
China 

52 ,844 
42,91.5 
25,953 
10,418 
J,0.5J 
2,468 
1,297 

671 
lJO * 
118 
116 

7 
1J9,990 

26,428 
13,415 
6,100 * 
5,160 
3,625 
2, 774 
2,715 
l,715 

729 
708 
4.57 
329 
315 
61 

64,530 

(Leyte, Luzon, Mindanao, Cebu, Samar, Negros, and othen: 
(Also, includes Ie Shima., Tsugen Shima, and Kerama. Rettc 

!
Saipan, Tinian, and Guam) 
Guadalcanal, New Georgia, Bougainville, and others) 
Also, includes Biak, Wakde, Noemfoor, and Morotai) 
Peleliu, Angaur, and smaller islands) 
Tarawa and Makin) 

!Eniwetok and Kwajalein) 
Attu and Kiska) 
Los Negros, Manus, and Lorengau) 

GRAND TOTAL----20'+,,520 (In this listing) 

* Approximate figures 
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WORLD WAR II 

North Africa-'l:a.ttle deaths listed in order for Morocco-Algeria: Nov-Dec 1942 

1st Anxi Dvn 
9th Inf Dvn 
3rd Inf Dvn 

J4th Inf Dvn 
2nd And Dvn 
1st Inf Dvn 

Listed A ppr ox. Total 

91 190 
33 70 

66 (exact figure) 
19 45 
7 20 

unavailable 

Approx. total-290 (not including the 1st Infantry Dvn) 

North Africa.-l:e.ttle deaths listed in order for Tunisia: Jan-13 May 194-J 

1st Inf Dvn 
1st Amd Dvn 
9th Inf Dvn 

J4th Inf Dvn 
1st Ranger Bn 

750 (approx. figure) 
290 550 
220 450 
18) )80 
unavailable 

Approx. total-2,130 (not counting the 1st Ranger Bn) 

Sicily-l:e.ttle deaths listed in order for Sicily: 10 July~l7 Aug 194-3 

)rd Inf Dvn 
45th Inf Dvn 
1st Inf Dvn 

82nd Abn Dvn 
9th Inf Dvn 
2nd And Dvn 
Rangers 

)81 (exact figure) 
)02 (exact figure) 
264 (exact figure) 
2o6 (exact figure) 

63 1)0 
2) 60 
unavailable 

Approx. total-l,J45 (not counting the Rangers) 

.~ 

Italy-l:e.ttle deaths listed in order for Southern Italy (includes 1st Battle of Cassino) 
9 Sept 194J~into February 194-4 

)6th Inf Dvn 692 1,400 
J4th Inf Dvn 601 1,225 
4.5th Inf Dvn 404 820 
)rd Inf Dvn 683 (exact figure) 
82nd.A~Dvn ~ ~5 
1st And Dvn 61 110 
1st Spec Srv Force unavailable 
Rangers unavailable 

Cassino: 

J4th Inf Dvn 
)6th Inf Dvn 

610 
)70 ( 142nd Rg 

Approx. total-980 

Approx. total-4,410 (not counting the last 2 units) 
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Italy~l:attle deaths listed in order for Anzio (includes both the beachhead and the 
breakout to Rome): 22 Jan--4 June 1944 

Jrd Inf Dvn 
45th Inf Dvn 
J4th Inf Dvn 
lst Am Dvn 

J6th Inf Dvn 
·82nd Abn Dvn 
9lst Inf Dvn 

Listed Approx. Total 

1,58.5 (exact figure) 
661 l,JJO 
2.52 520 
260 500 
l()l} 220 
68 150 (.5()l}th Para Rgt, only) 
5 12 

1st Spec Srv Free 
Rangers 

unavailable 
unavailable 

Approx. total-4,J20 (not counting the last 2 units) 

Italy-battle deaths listed in order for the Rome-Amo Campaign: June-early-Sept 1944 
9lst Inf Dvn 
88th Inf Dvn 
)4th Inf Dvn 
1st Anrl Dvn 

J6th Inf Dvn 
92nd Inf Dvn 
8.5th Inf Dvn 

270 
237 
19.5 
1.56 

9:3 

J.5 

54.5 
490 
41.5 
JOO 
200 
l()l} (exact figure) 

6.5 

Approx. total-2,120 

Italy-l:attle deaths listed in order for the Battle Through the Gothic Line and into 
the Northern Apennines (includes from about mid-Sept--through Oct 1944) 

88th Inf Dvn 4J? 890 
8.5th Inf DVn 414 800 
9lst Inf Dvn J62 ?JO 
)4th Inf Dvn 2.5J .520 
1st Amel Dvn .59 110 

92nd Inf Dvn 80 {exact figure) 

Approx. total-J,lJO 

Italy~l:attle deaths listed in order for the Final Allied Offensive In Northern Italy-
from out of the Apennines--into the Po Valley and to the Alps1 beginning 
mid-April--2 May 194.5 

10th Mtn Dvn 272 500 
19.5 
15.5 
lJO 

88th Inf Dvn 91 
9lst Inf Dvn 7.5 
1st Amd Dvn ?J 

11.5 (exact figure) 92tid Inf Dvn 
J4th Inf Dvn 
8,5th Inf Dvn 

442nd Inf Rgt 
4?Jrd Inf Rgt 

40 90 
18 J.5 
unavailable 
unavailable 

Approx. total-1,220 (not including the last 2 units) 
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Euro:pe~ba.ttle deaths listed in order for the Battle of N orma.ndy: 6 June 1944-

Listed Approx. Total mid-Aug 1944 

29th Inf Dvn l,JOl 2,700 
4th Inf Dvn 1,216 2,500 Helping to repulse German 

90th Inf Dvn 1,0'+9 1,950 Counteroffensive at Mortain, Normandy 
9th Inf Dvn 8#7 1,700 7-14 August 1944: 
2nd Inf Dvn 818 1,650 

)0th Inf Dvn 80) 1,640 JOth Inf Dvn 355 
83rd Inf Dvn 810 1,580 )5th Inf Dvn 165 
79th IQ:f Dvn 596 1,200 4th Inf Dvn 115 

lOlst A bn Dvn 400 850 Jrd Amd Dvn 110 
35th Inf Dvn 394 825 2nd Amd Dvn 95 
Jrd Amd Dvn 361 710 1st Inf Dvn unknown 

28th Inf Dvn JJ2 710 
8th Inf Dvn 320 630 

82nd Abn Dvn 250 530 
2nd Aind. Dvn 197 425 
5th Inf Dvn 1)4 300 

80th Inf Dvn 70 135 
5th Amd Dvn 45 105 
4th Amd. Dvn 42 90 
1st Inf Dvn unavailable 

Approx. total-20,230 (not counting the 1st Inf Dvn) 

Euro:pe~l::a.ttle deaths 

8th Inf Dvn 
29th Inf Dvn 

2nd Inf Dvn 
8Jrd Inf Dvn 
6th And Dvn 
4th Amd Dvn 

listed in order for the Battle of Brittany: 

411 790 
325 700 
229 480 
213 400 
117 250 
42 100 

Approx. total-2, 720 

1 Aug 1944-
mid-Sept 1944 

Euro:pe~ba.ttle deaths listed in order for U.S. 1st Army Attack Into The Siegfried Line: 
Mid-Sept 1944 

2~fufDvn ~5 
Jrd Amd. Dvn 22 5 
9th Inf Dvn 200 
4th Inf Dvn 180 
5th Amd Dvn 12.5 

30th Inf Dvn 90 
2nd Amd Dvn 25 

Approx. total-1,090 



2 

Europe-1::a.ttle deaths listed in order for the U.S. 
into the Saa.r, and U.S. 7th Army Offensive 
co-ordinated together into one big massive 
well into Dec 1944 

95th Inf Dvn 
26th Inf Dvn 
90th Inf Dvn 
80th Inf Dvn 
J5th Inf Dvn 
?9th Inf Dvn 
44th Inf Dvn 

lOOth Inf Dvn 
103rd Inf Dvn 
87th Inf Dvn 
. 4th Amd Dvn 
5th Inf' Dvn 

Listed 

481 
412 
JJl 
J21 
277 
257 
225 
219 
189 
169 
144 
lJI+ 
108 
101 

Approx. Total 

980 (Jrd Army) 
840 ! 3rd Army 
64-o Jrd Army 
635 Jrd Army 
575 ( Jrd Army 
515 (?th Army 
465 (7th Army 
420 (7th Army) 
380 (7th Army) 
315 (3rd Army 
JOO (Jrd Army 
285 !Jrd Army 
225 Jrd Army 
210 ?th Army 

Jrd Army Offensive from Lorraine~ 
from southern Lorraine~into Alsace; 
offensive: beginning 8 Nov 1944~ 

6th Amd Dvn 
45th Inf Dvn 
10th Amd Dvn 
14th Amd Dvn 
12th Amd. Dvn 

87 
55 
33 

185 !Jrd Army 
100 ?th Army 

62 7th Army (exact figure) 

Approx. total-7,335 

note: Some of the above units entered com1::a.t well after the offensive was under way. 

Europe-ea ttle deaths listed in order for Southern France: August 1944 

%thI~Dvn 128 2~ 
Jrd I~ Dvn 220 (exact figure) 
~th~fDvn ~ ll5 
lst Spec Srv Free unavailable 

517th Para. Rgt unavailable. 

Approx. total-605 (not including the last 2 units) 

Italy-1::a.ttle deaths listed in order for the Northern Apennines: November 1944-to the 
beginning of the U .s . .5th. Army Offensive which began on 14 April 1945. Also, 
this listing doesn 't include the beginning of the 92nd Inf an try Dvn.' s at tack 
which commenced on 5 April 1945. 

10th Mtn Dvt1 440 
92nd Inf Dvn 362 (exact figure) 
)4th Inf Dvn 180 
88th Inf Dvn 175 
9lst Inf Dvn 130 
85th Inf Dvn 90 
lst Amd Dvn 55 

Approx. total-1,430 
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Euro:pe~Ca.ttle deaths listed in order for the Battle In The Hiirtgen Forest, 
extreme western Germa.ny~Altogether, beginning in mid-Sept 1944 and 
lasting through most of Dec. 1944. The 9th Infantry Dvn was the first 
American unit to fight in this forest. 

4th Inf Dvn 
9th Inf Dvn 

28th Inf Dvn 
8th Inf Dvn 

8Jrd Inf Dvn 
.5th Amel Dvn 
1st Inf Dvn 

Listed Approx. Total 

J91 815 
351 710 
252 550 
264- .500 
204 390 
120 25.5 
unavailable 

Approx. total-J,220 (not including the great 1st Infantry Dvn 
which, no doubt, lost at least 400 men in 
this terrible forest) 

note: The 8th Infantry Dvn's fighting in this forest overlaps with the autumn 
Assault To The Roer River. 

Europe~Ca.ttle deaths listed in order for U.S. )rd Army divisions in Lorraine, 
northern France (along the line of the Moselle River). Much of the 
Battle of Metz is included in this time sequence which is from early
September-7 November 1944: 

Approx. Total 

80th Inf Dvn 1, 000 
5th Inf Dvn 73.5 M 

3.5th Inf Dvn 600 
90th Inf .Dvn JOO M 

7th Amd Dvn 250 M 
4th Amd Dvn 230 

26th Inf Dvn 190 
6th Amd Dvn, 145 

10th Amd Dvn 10 

Approx. total-J,460 

M-indicates was in the Battle of Metz 
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Italy-l:B.ttle deaths listed in order (approx. tot.ala): 

Allied break through the Gustav Line, Italy: beginning 11 May 1944 

85th Inf Dvn 510 
88th Inf Dvn 220 

Approx. total-730 

Europe 

Vosges Mountains, northeast.em France: October 1944, only (approx. totals) 

Jrd Inf Dvn 
79th Inf Dvn 
J6th Inf Dvn 
45th Inf Dvn 

unavailable 
J80 
J20 
JOO Approx. total-1000 (not including the Jrd Infantry Dvn) 

The Rema.gen Bridgehead., a.cross the Rhine, Germany·: Mid-March 1945 

lst Inf Dvn unavailable 
?8th Inf Dvn 335 
9th Inf Dvn 270 

99th Inf Dvn 200 
9th Amd. Dvn 120 

Approx. total-925 (not counting the 1st Infantry Dvn) 

The Scheldt Estuary, southwestern Holland: Late-Oct-Early Nov 1944 

lo4-th Inf Dvrr 270 

"Operation Market Garden"-Airdrop Into Southern Holland: 17 Sept-into Nov 1944 

lOlst A bn Dvn 750 
82nd A bn Dvn 460 

Approx. total-1,210 

note: The braa.k through the Gustav Line, Italy and the clearing of the Scheldt Estuary 
in south Holland. were largely British operations. 

The Battle of Metz, Lorraine, France: beginning 7 Sept-late-Nov 1944 

5th Inf Dvn 770 
95th Inf Dvn J80 
7th Amd Dvn 250 

90th Inf Dvn 2JO 

Approx. total-l,6JO 
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Europe-mttle deaths listed in order for the Battle of the Bulge: 

lOlst Abn Dvn 
26th Inf Dvn 
80th Inf Dvn 
30th Inf Dvn 
75th Inf Dvn 
84th Inf Dvn 
17th Abn Dvn 
8Jrd Inf Dvn 
28th Inf Dvn 
35th Inf Dvn 
99th Inf Dvn 
5th Inf Dvn 

l06th Inf Dvn 
90th Inf Dvn 
3rd And Dvn 
2nd Inf Dvn 

87th Inf Dvn 
6th And Dvn 

82nd Abn Dvn 
4th Inf Dvn 

?8th Inf Dvn 
9th And Dvn 

llth And Dvn 
7th And Dvn 
4th And Dvn 

10th Alld Dvn 
2nd And Dvn 
9th Inf Dvn 
5th And Dvn 
1st Inf Dvn 

Listed Approx. Total 

290 610 
280 575 
292 570 
227 475 
223 465 
2J2 455 
218 450 
234 450 
187 440 
198 430 
219 42.5 
172 400 
189 400 
2()4. 385 
184 360 
175 350 
170 J20 
142 315 
145 JlO 
141 300 
147 280 
lJl 27.5 
133 275 
146 270 

91 190 
86 180 
80 175 
75 150 
14 35 
unavailable 

Approx. total-11,315 (not counting the 1st Inf Dvn) 

16 Dec 1944-
28 Jan l<.145 

note: Several different cavalry groups (consisting of around 3,000 men each) were 
also in the Battle of the Bulge, but no casualty figures are available for 
them, and, likewise, the 517th Parachute Regiment. 



4 

Europe~'l:a.ttle deaths listed in order for the Battle Against the German Offensive In 
Northern Alsace, France: Throughout Jan 1945 

45th Inf Dvn 
70th Inf Dvn 
79th Inf Dvn 
42nd Inf Dvn 
12th And Dvn 
14th And Dvn 
J6th Inf Dvn 
44th Inf Dvn 

lOOth Inf Dvn 
lOJrd Inf Dvn 
6Jrd Inf Dvn 
95th Inf Dvn 

Listed Approx. Total 

147 
145 
145 
140 
102 
115 

85 
7J 
70 
69 
J6 
9 

315 
JOO 
290 
290 
245 
225 
185 
170 
150 
140 
85 
25 

Approx. total-2,420 

Europe~'l:a.ttle deaths listed in order for the Battle of the Colmar Pocket, 
eastern Alsace, northeastern France: 20 Jan-12 Feb 1945 

Jrd. Inf Dvn Jl7 (exact figure) 
28th Inf Dvn 75 170 
75th Inf Dvn 65 1.50 
6Jrd Inf Dvn 51 11.5 (2_sL.,th Rgt, only) 
12thAndDvn 28 ~ 

Approx. total-820 

Europe~'l:a.ttle deaths listed in order for U.S. 7th Army breakthrough the Siegfried Line 
mid-March 194.5 

J6th Inf Dvn 
lOJrd Inf Dvn 
4.5th Inf Dvn 
42nd Inf Dvn 
6Jrd Inf Dvn 
65th Inf Dvn 
70th Inf Dvn 
14th And Dvn 

lOOth Inf Dvn 
7lst Inf Dvn 
6th Am Dvn 
Jrd Inf Dvn 

103 215 
80 160 
57 120 
.5.5 120 
46 10.5 
4J 90 
27 60 
22 4.5 
18 3.5 
5 10 
4 10 
unavailable 

Approx. total-96.5 (not counting the )rd Inf Dvn) 
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Europe~'c:a.ttle deaths listed in order for the Assault to the Roer River: mid-November~ 
into Dec 1944 

8th Inf Dvn 575 
84th Inf Dvn 550 

104-th Inf Dvn ,520 
29th Inf Dvn 500 

102nd Inf Dvn 460 
JOth Inf Dvn 225 

2nd Amd Dvn 160 
Jrd Amd Dvn 140 

Approx. total-J,lJO 

Europe~'c:a.ttle deaths listed in order for the Assault Across the Roer~to the Rhine: 
beginning 2J Feb-into early-March 1945. U.S. 9th and :i:art of 1st Armies. 

8th Inf Dvn J85 
84th Inf Dvn 265 

102nd Inf Dvn 25.5 
104-th Inf Dvn 2J5 
69th Inf Dvn 160 
29th Inf Dvn 140 
Jeth Inf Dvn 140 
8th Amd Dvn 1J5 
9th Amd Dvn 1J5 
Jrd Amd Dvn lJO 
2nd Amd Dvn 105 

J5th Inf Dvn 95 
8Jrd Inf Dvn 50 
5th Amd Dvn JO 

75th Inf Dvn JO 
79th Inf Dvn 15 

Approx. total-2,310 

Europe~'c:a.ttle deaths listed in order for the Battle of the Ruhr Pocket: late-March~ 

8th Inf Dvn 320 mid-April 194 5 
?8th Inf Dvn 180 
99th Inf Dvn 150 
97th Inf Dvn 140 
75th Inf Dvn 130 
Jrd Amd Dvn 120 
9th Inf Dvn 105 
7th Amd Dvn 100 

lJth Amd Dvn 95 
95th Inf Dvn 95 
8th Amd Dvn 90 

86th Inf Dvn 90 
104-th Inf Dvn 80 
35th Inf Dvn 60 
82nd A bn Dvn 55 

lOlst A 1:n Dvn 45 
2nd Amd Dvn 40 

79th Inf Dvn 40 
5th Inf Dvn 25 

94th Inf Dvn 25 
29th Inf Dvn 15 
83rd Inf Dvn 10 
ls t Inf Dvn una va.ila ble 

Approx. total-2,015 (not counting the 1st Inf Dvn) 
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Europe-l:attle deaths listed in order for the Eifel Cam.p:i.ign, western Germany·, by 
the U.S. Jrd Army: 29 Jan-12 March 194.5 

76th Inf Dvn 
4th Inf Dvn 

8oth Inf Dvn 
87th Inf Dvn 
5th Inf Dvn 

9oth Inf Dvn 
69th Inf Dvn 
4th Amel Dvn 
2nd Inf Dvn 
6th Amel Dvn 

11th Amd Dvn 
loth Amd Dvn 
28th Inf Dvn 
17th Abn Dvn 

Listed 

287 
2.51 
2J7 
2i6 
142 
1J6 

81 
77 
60 
57 
.56 
44 
20 
12 

Approx. Total 

580 
.500 
460 
390 
J20 
2.50 
170 (1st Army) 
16.5 
130 (1st Army) 
125 
120 
100 
50 (1st Army) 
JO 

Approx. total-J,390 

Europe~1::a.tt1e deaths 
to the Rhine , 

26th Inf Dvn 
80th Inf Dvn 
94th Inf Dvn 
9oth Inf Dvn 
1oth Amd Dvn 
12th Amd. Dvn 
4th Amd. Dvn 

ll th Amd. Dvn 
5th In:f Dvn 

76th Inf Dvn 
89th Inf Dvn 
6.5th Inf Dvn 

listed in order for the Palatinate Camp:i.ign, western Germany, 
by the U.S. Jrd Army: lJ-23 March 194.5 

67 14.5 
73 135 
64 13.5 
64 110 
47 105 
J4 80 
26 60 
19 4.5 
17 40 
18 38 
17 37 
2 5 

Approx. total-940 



61-

Europe-number of 'l::attle deaths listed when and where the following units 
croased the Rhine in Germany: March-April 1945 

1st Inf Dvn unavailable 15-16 Mar 45 Remagen bridgehead, 1st Army 
2nd Inf Dvn 20 2J Mar 45 mid-Rhineland., 1st Army 
2nd Amd Dvn negligible 27 Mar 45 near Wesel, 9th Army 
Jrd Inf Dvn unavailable 26 Mar 45 Warms bridgehead, 7th Army 
Jrd Amd Dvn 2 2J Mar 45 near Cologne, 1st Army 
4th Inf Dvn negligible JO Mar 45 7th Army area 
4th Amd Dvn 18 24 Mar 45 Worms bridgehead, Jrd Army 
5th Inf Dvn J 22 Mar 4.5 Oppenheim bridgehead, Jrd Army 
.5th And Dvn 5 JO-Jl Mar 4.5 at Wesel, 9th Army 
6th Amd Dvn 5 25 Mar 45 at Oppenheim, Jrd Army 
7th Amd Dvn negligible 25 Mar 45 1st Army area 
8th Inf Dvn 16 29-JO Mar 45 near Cologne, 1st Army 
8th Amd Dvn negligible· 26 Mar 45 into the Ruhr, 9th Army 
9th Inf Dvn 40 9 Mar 45 Remagen bridgehead, 1st Army 
9th Amd Dvn 8 7 Mar 45 Remagen bridgehead, lst Army 

10th Amd Dvn negligible ·2s Mar 45 7th Army area 
11th Amd Dvn unknown late-Mar 45 at Oppenheim, Jrd Army 
12th Amd Dvn J 27-28 Mar 45 at Worms, 7th Army 
14th Amd Dvn 2 1 Apr 45 near Worms, 7th Army 
26th Inf Dvn negligible 26 Mar 45 at Oppenheim, Jrd Army 
29th Inf Dvn unknown unknown 9th Army area 
JOth Inf Dvn J5 24 Mar 45 near Buderich, 9th Army 
J5th Inf Dvn 15 25-26 Mar 45 near Rheinberg, 9th Army 
42nd. Inf Dvn J Jl Mar 45 7th Army area 
44th Inf Dvn negligible 26-27 Mar 45 at Worms, 7th Army 
45th Inf Dvn JO 26 Mar 45 near Worms, 7th Army 
6Jrd Inf Dvn negligible 28 Mar 45 at Neuschloss, 7th Army 
65th Inf Dvn negligible 29-JO Mar 45 near Schwabenheim, Jrd Army 
69th Inf Dvn negligible 26-28 Mar 4.5 1st Army area 
7lst Inf Dvn negligible JO Mar 4.5 at Oppenheim, 7th Army 
7.5th Inf Dvn 6 24 and JO Mar 4.5 into the Ruhr, 9th Army 
?6th Inf Dvn negligible 26-27 Mar 45 at Boppa.rd, Jrd Army 
?8th Inf Dvn 16 8 Mar 45 Remagen bridgehead, 1st Army 
79th Inf Dvn 40 24 Mar 45 near Rheinberg, 9th Army 
80th Inf Dvn JO 27-28 Mar 45 Oppenheim vicinity, Jrd Army 
8Jrd Inf Dvn negligible 29 Mar 45 south of Wesel, 9th Army 
84th Inf Dvn negligible l Apr 45 9th Army area 
87th Inf Dvn 35 25 Mar 4.5 Braul:a.ch-Boppa.rd area, Jrd Army 
89th Inf Dvn 110 26 Mar 45 Wellmich-Oberwesel region, Jrd. Army 
90th Inf Dvn J.5 24 Mar 4.5 near Mainz, Jrd Army 
95th Inf Dvn unknown early-A pr 4 .5 into the Ruhr, 9th Army 
99th Inf Dvn JO 10-11 Mar 45 Remagen bridgehead, 1st Army 

lOOth Inf Dvn negligible Jl Mar 45 7th Army area 
102nd Inf Dvn negligible J-4 Apr 45 at Wesel, 9th Army 
lc4th Inf Dvn J 21-22 Mar 45 at Honnef, 1st Army 

note: Any divisions not listed which were in Europe~they were either mopping-up, 
policing, or resting in areas behind the main line of advance at the time of 
these Rhine crossings. There are .520 l"11own approximate 1:a. ttle deaths in this 
workS-~-·The--i?th-AlrbOrne Dvn airdro~cross the Rhine -n~~ ·,ies~i:-on 24'1 
March 1945, losing, altogether, on that day, approximately J.50 men~ 
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Europe-battle deaths listed in order for Across The Elbe-Into Mecklenburg, 
northern Germany: late-April-8 May 1945 

82nd A l:n Dvn 29 
8th Inf Dvn 15 
7th Amd Dvn 2 

Approx. total 46 

Europe-battle deaths listed in order-Into Czechoslovakia: late-April-9 May 1945 

97th Inf Dvn 57 
90th Inf Dvn 35 
5th Inf Dvn 12 

26th Inf Dvn 9 
89th Inf Dvn 9 
16th Amd Dvn 5 
87th Inf Dvn 2 
9th Amd Dvn 2 

Approx. total 131 

Europe-battle deaths listed in order-At,: and South Of The Danube, southern Germany, 
including (for some units) Austria: late-April-8 May 1945 

65th Inf Dvn 72 
20th Amd Dvn 50 M 
12th Amd Dvn 46 
45th Inf Dvn 40 M 
86th Inf Dvn 40 

lOOth Inf Dvn 35 (southern Wlirttemberg, somewhat north of the Danube) 
6Jrd Inf Dvn J2 
42nd Inf Dvn Jl M 
11th. Amd Dvn 28 
99th Inf Dvn 27 
44th Inf Dvn 24 
lJth Amd Dvn 20 

lOJrd Inf Dvn 18 
10th Amd Dvn 17 
7lst Inf Dvn 17 
14th Amd Dvn 16 
J6th Inf Dvn 10 
26th Inf Dvn 9 
4th Inf Dvn 6 

80th Inf Dvn 2 
lOlst A l:n Dvn 2 Jrd Inf Dvn unavailable 

A ppr ox • total .542 

M Includes fighting in Munich, Germany 
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Europe~ta.ttle deaths listed in order for April 1945: Germany and northern Italy 

Listed Approx. Total Listed Approx. Tota 

10th Mtn Dvn 270 .510 26th Inf Dvn 20 4.5 
63rd Inf Dvn 194 410 101s t A bn Dvn 19 4.5 
83rd Inf Dvn 164 J0.5 10Jrd. Inf Dvn 21 42 
8th Inf Dvn 164 JOO 79th Inf Dvn 20 40 
Jrd Inf Dvn 250 .5th Inf Dvn 14 40 
)rd Amd Dvn 123 225 8.5th Inf Dvn 18 33 

lOOth Inf Dvn 122 225 J6th Inf Dvn 12 JO 
9th Inf Dvn 109 225 94th Inf Dvn 10 25 

97th Inf Dvn 102 200 106th Inf Dvn 9 20 
4th Inf Dvn 95 200 28th Inf Dvn 6 20 

12th Amd Dvn 92 200 70th Inf Dvn 3 8 
4.5th Inf Dvn 92 200 lst Inf Dvn una vaila b1e 
69th Inf Dvn 94 19.5 Approx. tota1-8,48.5 (not 
88th Inf Dvn 90 19.5 counting -the lst Inf Dvn) 
?8th Inf Dvn 100 18.5 
99th Inf Dvn 95 180 
10th Amd Dvn 86 180 In Brittany, France~April 1945 

2nd Inf Dvn 80 170 66th Inf Dvn 12 (exact 
80th Inf Dvn 86 165 figure) 
91st Inf Dvn 80 16.5 

1D4th Inf Dvn 68 1.50 
14th Amd Dvn 78 14.5 
?.5th Inf Dvn 67 14.5 
86th Inf Dvn 74 14.5 
42nd Inf Dvn 68 140 
44th Inf Dvn 62 13.5 
1Jth Amd. Dvn 55 124 
1st Amd. Dvn 70 120 

84th Inf Dvn 60 11.5 
4th Amd Dvn 52 11.5 

92nd Inf Dvn 11.S(exact figure) 
89th Inf Dvn 52 110 
30th Inf Dvn 46 110 
8th ·Amd Dvn .54 10.5 

95th Inf Dvn 48 10.5 
9th Amd Dvn 47 10.5 

6.Sth Inf Dvn .54 100 
?lst Inf Dvn .54 100 
?6th Inf Dvn .50 100 
6th Anrl Dvn 46 100 

17th Abn Dvn 44 100 
)4th Inf Dvn 4) 100 

.5th Amd Dvn 44 95 
11th Amd Dvn 44 95 

2nd Amd Dvn 41 95 
7th Amd Dvn 55 90 

87th Inf Dvn 45 80 
90th Inf Dvn 42 80 
82nd Abn Dvn 35 80 

102nd Inf Dvn 3.5 80 
J.5th Inf Dvn 27 65 
29th Inf Dvn 23 55 (exact figure) 
20th Anrl Dvn 29 52 



1 
WORID WAR II 

Pacific-Ca. ttle deaths listed in order for all of the following uni ts and cami:aigns: 

Guadalcanal: 7 Aug 1942-9 Feb 1943 

Listed Approx. Total 

642 (exact figure) lst Mar Dvn 
Americal Dvn 
2nd Mar Dvn 

193 365 
342 (exact figure) 

25th Inf Dvn 
Marine Raiders 

147th Inf Rgt 

115 230 
unavailable 
unavailable 

Approx. total-1,580 (not including the la.st 2 units) 

Papua, Southeast New Guinea: 

J2nd Inf Dvn 253 

Attu: May 1943 

7th Inf Dvn 

New Georgia: July-August 1943 

Nov 1942-2 Jan 1943 

530 

441 (exact figure) 

43rd Inf Dvn 171 550 1 

37th Inf Dvn 103 225 
25th Inf Dvn 71 14..5 

Marine Raiders unavailable 

Approx. total-920 1(not including the Marine Raiders) 

Makin: 20-23 Nov 1943 

27th Inf Dvn 

Tarawa: 20-24 Nov 1943 

2nd Mar Dvn 

71 (exact figure) (165th Rgt, only) 

1,000 (approx. figure) 

Bougainville: Nov 1943-Nov 1944 

Americal Dvn 151 275 
3rd Mar_ Dvn 253 (exact figure) 

)7th Inf Dvn 89 200 
93rd Inf Dvn 13 25 

Marine Raiders unavailable 

Approx. total-755 (not including the Marine Raiders) 

note: Only the Americal Dvn stayed on Bougainville until la.te-1944. 
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Pacific~l:attle deaths listed in order for all o~ the following units and camp!.igns: 

New Britain: 26 Dec l94J-well into 1944 

lst Mar Dvn 
40th Inf Dvn 

Listed 

5 

Approx. Total 

JlO (exact figure) 
15 

Approx. total-J25 

Kwajalein: Early-Feb 1944 

4th Mar Dvn 190 (exact figure) 
170 7th Inf Dvn 65 

Approx. total-J60 

Eniwetok: Mid-Feb 1944 

27th Inf Dvn 40 100 ( l06th Rgt, only) 
22nd Mar Rgt unavailable 

Admiralty Islands: March 1944 

lst Ca.v Dvn )26 (exact figure) 

Biak: May-Aug 1944 

4lst Inf Dvn 192 400 
24th Inf Dvn 22 40 ()4th Rgt, only) 

Approx. total-440 

Northern New Guinea: April-Sept 1944 

)2nd. Inf Dvn 
6th Inf Dvn 

Jlst Inf Dvn 
4lst Inf Dvn 

158th Inf Rgt 
24th Inf Dvn 
4-Jrd Inf Dvn 
JJrd Inf Dvn 

ll2th Ca.v Rgt 

100 2JO 
121 220 
55 115 
44 90 

70 ( exac.t figure) 
43 (exact figure) 

13 35 
2 5 

unavailable 

Approx. total-710 (not including the ll2th Cavalry Rgt) 

Sai:i:an: 15 June-into Aug 1944 

2nd Mar Dvn 1,200 (approx. figure) 
1,107 (exact figure) 
1,025 (approx. figure) 

4th Mar Dvn 
27th Inf Dvn 

Approx. total-J,JJ5 



Pacific~'t:attle deaths listed in order for all of the following units and camp:1.igns: 

Tinian: July-into 
Aug 1944 

4th Mar Dvn 
2nd Mar Dvn 

Listed Approx. Total 

214 (exact figure) 
185 (approx. figure) 

Approx. total-400 

Guam: July-Aug 1944 

3rd Mar Dvn 
77th Inf Dvn 
1st Mar Prov Bgde 

619 (exact figure) 
248 (exact figure) 

una. vaila ble 

Total-867 (not including the 1st Marine Provisional Brigade) 

Peleliu: Mid-Sept-Nov 1944 

1st Mar Dvn 1,252 (exact figure) 
208 (exact figure) 8lst Inf Dvn 

Total-1,460 

Angaur: Mid-Sept-Oct 1944 

8lst Inf Dvn 265 (exact figure) 

Morotai: Mid-Sept-into Dec 1944 

Jlst Inf Dvn 34 75 
JJrd Inf Dvn 25 55 
J2nd Inf Dvn 2 5 

Approx. total-135 

Leyte: 20 Oct 1944-into Feb 1945 

7th Inf Dvn 584 (exact figure l 
24th Inf Dvn 544 (exact figure 
96th Inf Dvn 532 (exact· figure 
77th Inf Dvn 2JJ 490 
J2nd Inf Dvn 450 (exact figure) 
1st Cav Dvn 203 (exact figure) 

11th Abn Dvn 200 (approx. figure) 
Americal Dvn 82 145 

J8th Inf Dvn 51 105 
112th Cav Rgt unavailable 

Approx. total-J,255 (not including the 112th Cavalry Rgt or the 
6th Ranger Battalion) 



4 

Pacific~C:attle deaths listed in order for all of the following units and campa.igns: 

Luzon: 9 January-mid-August 194.5 

2.5th Inf Dvn 
43rd Inf Dvn 

6th Inf Dvn 
J2nd Inf Dvn 
37th Inf Dvn 
1st Cav Dvn 

)8th Inf Dvn 
11th Abn Dvn 
33rd Inf Dvn 
40th Inf Dvn 

158th Inf Rgt 
24th Inf Dvn 

6th Ranger Bn 
13th And Grp 

ll2th Cav Rgt 

Listed Approx. Total 

536 1,070 
473 970 
494 930 
407 900 
411 8.50 
368 710 
336 675 
225 430 
199 420 
188 390 

245 (exact figure) 
60 140 (J4th Rgt, only) 
unavailable 
unavailable 
una. vaila ble 

Approx. total-6,730 (not including the last 3 formations) 

of March 194.5 Iwo Jima.: 19 February-end 

,5th Mar Dvn 2,113 (exact figure) 
1,800 (approx. figure) 

988 (exact figure) 
unavailable 

4th Mar Dvn 
3rd Mar Dvn 

147th Inf Rgt 

Approx. total-4, 900 (not including the 147th Infantry Rgt) 

Okinawa: l April-end of June 194.5 (all are exact figures) 

lst Mar Dvn 
6th Mar Dvn 

96th Inf Dvn 
7th Inf Dvn 

77th Inf Dvn 
27th Inf Dvn 

2nd Mar Dvn 

2,234 
1,637 
l,,5o6 
1,122 
l,018 

711 
36 (8th Rgt, only) 

Total-8,264 

Corregidor (recapture): 

.50Jrd Para Rgt 

February 1945 

Other minor elements 
250 (approx. figure) 

unavailable 

Cebu: late-March-April 1945 

Americal Dvn 

Ie Shima.: 16-29 April 194.5 

?7th Inf Dvn 

410 (exact figure) 

230 (approx. figure) 



.5 

Pa.cific~tattle deaths listed in order for all of the following units and camp;i.igns: 

Pa.nay: March 194.5 
Approx. Total 

40th Inf Dvn 20 (exact figure) 

Negros: April-June 194.5 

40th Inf Dvn J2.5 
.50Jrd Para Rgt unavailable 

Mindanao: 17 April~mid-August 194.5 

24th Inf Dvn 500 
Jlst Inf Dvn 220 
4lst Inf Dvn. 110 
9Jrd Inf Dvn 5 

8J.5 Approx. total 

Burma: February 1944-August 194.5 

Merrill's Marauders and Mars Task Force 

729 (exact figure) 

In the Battle-Myitkyina--Summer 1944 

Merrill's Marauders 272 
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