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INTRODUCTION 

The information in all the Summary Unit Histories was compiled by Jack L. Picken of 
Waterloo, Iowa. He is an amateur historian who has made the research and study of 
American combat units in the wars of the twentieth century his life's work. These 
summaries were sent to us as part of his contribution to the establishment of the Camp 
Blanding Museum and Memorial Park of the Second World War. 

Some of the material was extracted from the standard works on US units listed below. 
But there is considerable information contained in these pages that is the result of dogged 
research in original records, especially the detailed information concering unit casualties 
and decorations awarded. The statistics on day to day casualties Mr. Picken has 
researched for most combat units is absolutely unique and available in this form in no other 
source. (His statistics on casualties are more accurate than those available from normal. 
official sources!) 

There are some gaps in the information available and some "fine tuning" yet to be 
accomplished but eventually we hope to put this material on a computer and publish it in 
a more complete and professional manner. Until then these photocopied compilations will 
meet the immediate needs of all those interested in the incredible history of America's 
soldiers, airmen and marines during the Second World War. 

Robert Hawk 
Department of Military 
Affairs 
St. Augustine, Florida 
1991 

RESOURCES 

Army Almanac (1950) 
Committee on Veterans Affairs; Medal of Honor Recipients 1863-1978 
Fighting Divisions; Kahn, Ely J. and Mclemore, Henry 
Library, US Army Military History Institute, Carlisle Barracks, Pennsylvania 
University of Iowa; Army Divisional Combat Narratives, World War II (Archives) 
Other public and private standard informational sources and institutions were con-

sulted as necessary 
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llTH AIRBORNE DIVlSION "The Angels" 

Army of the United States 

Activated--25 February 1943 

Battle Credits, World War -;~ Leyte 

Days In Coml:at-2cY-l-

Commanding General (During Coml:at, WW II): 

Luzon 

Maj-Gen Joseph M. Swing February 1943-Febru.ary 1946 

Coml:at Chronicle: The 11th Airborne Division was activated at Ca.mp Mackall, North Carolina., 
in February 1943. It moved to Camp Polk, Louisiana, in January 1944, and :i;articipated in 
the Louisiana maneuvers, before shipping out into the Pacific. The 11th arrived in New Gui
nea on 25 May 1944, and continued its training. 

Then, on 18 November 1944, the llth Airborne landed amphibiously on Leyte, 40 miles south 
of Taclol:Rn. The battle on Leyte is regarded by its officers and men as the toughest of all 
the division's actions. The 11th fought about everything on Leyte-inexperience, rain, mud, 
howling winds, dense jungles, rugged mountains, and a fanatical enemy. 

Pushing inland, the llth Airborne cleared the Ormoc-Burauen supply trail, an important 
Japanese supply line. The llth's mission on Leyte was to press the enemy against the '?th, 
77th, and 96th Infantry Divisions on the western coast. 

Then, on the night of 5 December 1944, some 350 Japanese paratroopers landed in the San 
Pablo and Buri airstrip areas, attempting to recapture these airfields, and elements of the 
division helped wipe out these troops in a fierce 5-6 day l:attle. 

Moving further inland, heavy resistance was met on Hock Hill, which fell on 18 December. 
Much of the para.troopers' movements were at night and, in one case, the Japanese, evidently 
secure in their belief that Americans wouldn't attack at night, were caught fast asleep at 
a place called Hacksaw Hill, 23 December, and wiped out almost to a man. 

The Angels killed 5,700 Japanese on Leyte by count, but no one will ever know how many 
more of them were blown to bits by artillery. The llth Airborne lost close to 200 men. 

After rest.ing during most of January 1945, the 11th Airborne made a landing at Nasugbu, 
on the southwest coa.st of Luzon on '.31 January. It was 60 miles north to Manila, and the 
paratroopers raced down Highway 17, moving so swiftly that the Japs, who had mined bridges 
along the way, didn't have time to blow them up. It wasn't until the troopers reached the 
foothills of Tagaytay Ridge that the Ja:PS made a stand. This was overcome when the 5llth 
Para.chute Regiment jumped onto the ridge on '.3 February 1945. The Angels then headed for 
Manila, now JO miles away, and ran into fierce opposition at Imus, 10 miles from the Manila 
suburbs. The 5llth then crossed the Pa.ra.naque River and reached Manila, meeting bitter 
Japanese resistance. The paratroopers broke through the Genko Line, and then met the most 
bitter type of opposition at Nichols Field, with the Ja:PS firing huge 5-inch naval guns al
most point-blank at the men of the 11th. The Japanese also had dual-purpose ack-a.ck guns 
and thick pillboxes. The Field was taken on 12 February, and Ft. McKinley was outflanked 
and finally captured on 17 February. It was during this action that the 11th Airborne had 



a Medal of Honor winner, Pfc Manuel Perez, Jr., Com:i:any A, 5llth Parachute Regiment, on 
lJ February 1945. 

Pfc Perez was a lead scout for Com:i:any A, which had destroyed. 11 of 12 pillboxes in a 
strongly fortified sector defending the approach to enemy-held Ft. McKinley. In the re
duction of these pillboxes, Pfc Perez killed 5 Ja:i:anese out in the open and blasted others 
inside the pillboxes with grenades. 

Realizing the urgent need for taking the last emplacement, which contained two twin
mount .50 caliber dual-purpose machine-guns, he took a circuitous route to within 20 yards 
of the position, killing four of the enemy in his advance. He threw a grenade into the 
pillbox, and, as the crew started withdrawing through a tunnel just to the rear of the em
placement, shot and killed 4 before exhausting his clip of aDIJllunition. He had reloaded 
and killed four more, when an escaping,Japt.nese threw his rifle with l::e.yonet fixed at him. 
In fending off this thrust, his own rifle was knocked to the ground. Seizing the heavier 
Jap rifle, he continued firing, dispt.tching two more of the enemy. He rushed the remaining 
Japanese, killed j of them with the butt of his rifle and entered the pillbox, where he 
l:ayoneted the one remaining enemy soldier. 

Singlehandedly, Pfc Perez killed 18 of the enemy in neutralizing a position that had held 
up his entire compt.ny. Tllr.Qll&h his courageous determination and heroic disregard of grave 
danger, he made possible the success:f'ul advance of his unit toward a valuable objective, 
and provided a lasting inspiration for his fellow soldiers. Pfc Perez was killed in a sub
sequent action. 

While the 1st Cavalry and 37th Infantry Divisions entered Manila from the north and east, 
the 11th Airborne secured the southern sectors of the city which fell on j March 1945, af
ter the most bitter type of struggle. It was the only major city l::e.ttle in the Pacific. 

Of all the llth's operations on Luzon, the most daring was the hit-and-run raid on the 
Japanese internment camp at Los Banos, south of Manila, where more than 2,000 American and 
European nationals were held. In a combined paratroop and amphibious landing, the troopers 
struck 25 miles behind Japanese lines to overwhelm the enemy garrison. The Americans had 
only one casualty---a slight shoulder wound sustained by a :parachutist. 

Then the 11th Airborne reduced a strong ring of Ja:i;anese outposts between Lake Taal and 
Laguna de Bay in southern Luzon, occupied towns along Highway 1, and cut-off the Bicol Pen
insula. 

In April 1945, the 11th took :i:art in clearing out remaining enemy resistance in Batangas 
Province. The :paratroopers were aided in this operation by the 158th Infantry Regiment. 
In particular, during the last half of April, there was some ha.rd fighting to take the Jap 
strongholds of Mt. Matasana Bundoc and Mt. Macolod. By 1 May 1945, all organized Japanese 
resistance in southern Luzon had ended. 

In the last operation of the war for the 11th Airborne, a task force of the 5llth Para.
chute Regiment jumped on Camalaniugan Airfield, south of Apt.rri, in extreme northern Luzon, 
23 June 1945. Against scattered resistance the :i;aratroops made contact with elements of 
the 37th Infantry Division on 26 June, between Alcala and the Paret River. The latter unit 
had been advancing northward up the Cagayen River Valley. 

In August 1945, the 11th Airborne was transported by air, via Okinawa, to Honshu, Jap1.n, 
for occupt.tional duty. Members of the 11th were among the first U.S. soldiers to set foot 
on Japt.nese E!Oil. Also, some members of the 11th Airborne proudly formed the guard of hon
or as General MacArthur arrived to inspect his first occupation head.quarters in Yokohama. 

Honors: Congressional Medals of Honor---2 
Distinguished Unit Citations~lJ * 
Distinguished Service Crosses---9 
Silver Stars 32 

Casualties: Total Battle Deaths---631 
Killed In Action 516 
Wounded 1,926 
Missing 11 
Captured O 
Total Casualties-2,4.53 

* One to the entire 5llth Parachute Regiment---Manila, Luzon 

Other 11th Airborne Division Medal of Honor winners in World War II: Killed in action * 
Pvt Elmer E. Fryar, * 5llth Para Rgt, 8 December 1944, on Leyte 



1 WWII 

NOVEMBER 1944 
27 Nov 1111111111 10 
28 Nov 1 
29 Nov 1 

12 

llTH AIRBORNE DIVISION. "The Angels,. 

DECEMBER 1<114 

1 Dec 1 
6 Dec 1111111 
7 Dec 11111111111111111 17* 
8 Dec 111111113:: 9 approx. 
9 Dec 1111 J<>*roen 

11 Dec 1 
lJ Dec 1111111111111 lJ 
14 Dec 11 
15 Dec 11111111111 11 
16 Dec 11 
17 Dec 11111 
18 Dec 111 
19 Dec 11 
20 Dec 11 
21 Dec 1111 
22 Dec 11 
25 Dec 111 
26 Dec 1 

89 

JANUARY 194.5 
· 4 Jan 1 
21 Jan 1 
Jl Jan 1111 

6 

FEBRUARY 1945 

1 Feb 11111111111 11 
2 Feb 1 
J Feb 111 
4 Feb 11111111 8 
5 Feb 111111111 9 
6 Feb 1111111111 10 
7 Feb 11111111111111 14 
8 Feb 1111111111111 lJ 
9 Feb 11 

10 Feb 111111 
11 Feb 1 
12 Feb 11111111 8 
lJ Feb 1111111111111 lJ 
14 Feb 111 
1.5 Feb 111111111111111 1.5 
16 Feb 11111 
17 Feb 1111111111111111 16 
21 Feb 11 
22 Feb 11 
23 Feb 11 
24 Feb 11 

146 



2 WWII 

llTH AIRBORNE DIVISION "The Angels" 

MARCH 1945 

4 Mar 11 
7 Mar 11 

10 Mar 1 
11 Mar 111111 
12 Mar 11111 
13 Mar 111111111111 12 
15 Mar 111 
16 Mar 1 
19 Mar 1 
20 Mar 1 
23 Mar 1 
24 Mar 1 
25 Mar 1 
26 Mar 1 
27 Mar 111 
31 Mar 1 

42 

llTH AIRBORNE DIVISION'S 

APRIL 1945 

4 Apr 1 
5 Apr 1 
6 Apr 1 
7 Apr 1 
8 Apr 111 

15 Apr 1 
16 Apr 11 
18 A pr 111111 
20 Apr 111111111 9 
21 Apr 11 
22 Apr 11111111111111 14 
26 Apr 1 
27 Apr 111111 
28 Apr 111 

51 

*bloodiest da.y-------7 December 194-4 
bloodiest month February 1945 
2nd bloodiest day 17 February 1945 
3rd bloodiest day 15 February 1945 

Total blttle deaths 631 
360 are listed=57.0' KIA~516 

MAY 1945 

1 May 11111 
2 May 11 
5 May 11 
7 May 1 

25 May 1 

11 

JUNE 1945 

4 June 1 
23 June 1 

2 

JULY 1945 

28 July 1 

1 



l3TH AmBORNE DIVISION 

Activated-lJ August 1943::-

Returned To United States-23 August 194.5 

Ina.ctivated-2.5 February 1946 

Battle C:z:'edits, World War II: (.517th Parachute Regiment) Central Italy Southern France 
Ardennes Rhineland 

Commanding General (During Comb:Lt, WW II): 
Maj-Gen Elbridge G. Chapman, Jr. November 194)-Inactivation 

Coml:at Chronicle: The 13th Airborne Division, although assigned to the 1st Allied Air
borne Army in Euro:pe, did not see action as an entire unit. It was stationed in Iceland 
as a security measure. 

However, the .517th Parachute Regiment, which wasn't assigned to the division until 
1 March 194.5, had previously seen coml::a.t in central Italy, southern France, the Ardennes, 
and in the Roer River area in the Rhineland. The .517th was awarded the French Croix de 
Guerre for its action near Draguignan, southern France, and one bLttalion of the regiment 
was awarded the Distinguished Unit Citation for fighting near Soy and Hotton, Belgium, in 
the Battle of the Bulge. Other elements of the .517th were also attached to the Jrd Armor
ed and Joth Infantry Divisions in the Bulge (Ardennes), fighting with extreme gallantry. 

After V-E Day, 8 May 194.5, the 13th Airborne was stationed at Vitry-le-Fran9ois, France. 
Later, the 13th returned to the United States, and was about to eml:ark for service in the 
Pacific, when the wa.r with Ja:i;an ended on 14 August 194.5. 

Honors: Congressional Medals of Honor-0 Casualties: Killed In Action-9 
Wounded 3 

No other awards are available. Missing l 
Captured 0 
Total Casualties--lJ 

Note: See, also, the combat chronicle of the .517th Parachute Regiment. 



l?TH AIRBORNE DIVISION "Thunder From Heaven" 

Activa.ted-15 April 1943 

Returned To United States-15 September 1945 

Inactiva.ted-16 September 1945 --Reactivated-3 July 1948 (J..a.ter inactivated) 

Battle Credits, World War II: Ardennes 

Days In Combat-53~ 

Collllll&nding General (During Com Ca. t, WW II) : 

Rhineland Ruhr Pocket 

Maj-Gen William M. Miley Co1111118.nder throughout World War II 

Coml:B.t Chronicle: The 17th Airborne Division sprang out of the famed lOlst Airborne Div
ision, and was activated 15 April 1943, at Hoff'lla.n, North Carolina. Early training took 

~ place among the desolate sand dunes and pine woods of Camp Mackall where all but the hard
iest men were weeded out. 

From 25 August-23 December 1944, the 17th Airborne was stationed in Britain. With Ger
ma.n troops pushing forward in the Battle of the Bulge, all available combat troops were 
needed to help stop them. From 23-25 December 1944, large elements of the division were 
flown to an area near Reims, France, in spectacular night flights. These troops closed-up 
at Mourmelon-le-Grand. 

After taking over the defense of the Meuse River sector from Givet to Verdun, the 17th 
Airborne moved to Neufch.!teau, BelgiUJn. Its men then marched through the snow to Morhet, 
relieving the badly shattered 28th Infantry Division at the beginning of January 1945. 

The 11th Armored and 87th Infantry Divisions had launched an attack on JO December, in 
the left flank of the )rd Army's assault northward. A heavy and furious l::attle developed 
and, in the midst of it, the 17th Airborne joined in at 8:15 A.M., on 4 January 1945, af
ter only a 10-minute artillery barrage. Few American troops have ever had a rougher in
itiation to coml:'.a.t. The weather was miserable~blinding snow and bitterly cold, as well 
as roadblocks, hundreds of mines-and a fanatical enemy. 

In some of the most vicious, bitter fighting of the entire Bulge battle, the 17th Air
borne slashed forward. Scorning the Germans, it took Cetteru, and then slugged forward 
toward Flamierge. Almost blinded by the heavy snow, the :paratroopers pushed on. As they 
neared Fla.J1ierge, the snow suddenly stopped and in the gray haze 25 huge German tanks loom
ed ahead of them. The paratroopers pulled l::ack slightly and dug-in on the rear slope of 
what soon became known as ''Dead Man's Ridge." That night 20 German tanks, supported by 
artillery, attacked. The 17th Airborne held. 

Casualties rose rapidly as the fluctuating l::attle increased in intensity. By the night 
of 6 January, the 17th had lost close to 3,000 men killed and wounded, but the Germans were 
still hanging desperately on to Flamierge. German resistance was so fierce, including coun
terattacks, that the 17th was temporarily forced to pull back. But not for long. The Amer
ican :paratroopers soon attacked again, and this time forced their way into Flamierge to stay. 
Numerous towns were then captured including Limerle, Bertogne, Steinbach, and Wattermaal, 



with the Germans eventually being forced back to the Ourthe River in continued. intensive 
fighting. 

On 18 January 1945, the 17th Airborne re~ieved the 11th Armored Division at Houffalize 
and, after bitter com tat, broke into Germany, north of W i1 tz, Luxembourg. Aggressive pat
rols crossed the Our River in the Siegfried Line and established a limited bridgehead near 
Da.sburg, before being relieved by the 6th Armored Division on 10 February 1945. 

casualties had been so heavy during the 17th's battle in the Ardennes that some rifle 
companies had less than 40 men. In all, the 17th was some 4,000 officers and men under
strength, and a crash program was quickly started to fill in the ranks of the depleted div
ision. Rein:f'orcements and troopers returning from hospitals filled-in the ranks. The 17th 
Airborne then pre:pa.red for its first airdrop of the war. 

Taking off from marshalling areas in France, the 17th and British 6th Airborne Divisions 
dropped into the province of West:pha.lia in western Germany, just east of the Rhine, near 
Wesel, on 24 March 1945. The bulk of General Miley's troopers landed allllost on target or 
on it. 

Meanwhile, the gliders, released from their tow planes, swooped down and began landing. 
Dozens cru11pled like match boxes, killing or maiming the occupants, and a few were shot 
down. But most of the glider troops landed safely. As they tumbled out of their ships they 
saw a wild scene of confusi~On all sides gliders were burning, and some were impaled on 
nearby trees. German flak guns fired flat trajectory at point-blank range, and mortar rounds 
crumped in on the drop a.rea. There was the constant crackle of enemy rifle and machine-pis
tol fire. The Germans resisted fiercely. Private George J. Peters, Company G, 507th Para
chute Regiment, was one of 4 men in the 17th Airborne to win the Medal of Honor~all of 
them posthumously. 

Near Fluren, Germany, 24 March 1945, Pvt Peters, a platoon radio operator, landed in a 
field with 10 other men, about 75 yards from a German machinegun supported by riflemen. 
They were immediately pinned down by withering fire. As the !llen tried to disentangle them
selves from their chutes and reach their bundles of equipment in a hail of bullets, their 
situation seemed hopeless. 

Suddenly, Pvt Peters stood up and began a one-man charge, armed only with a rifle and 
grenades. His assault managed to draw the enemy fire away from his buddies. He had made 
it halfway to the enemy emplacement, firing his rifle as he rushed forward, when he was 
knocked to the ground by a burst of machinegun fire. Heroically, he regained his feet and 
struggled onward. Once more he was hit, and this time una.ble to rise. With valiant devot
ion to his self-imposed mission, he crawled directly into the fire that had mortally wounded 
him until close enough to hurl his grenades, which knocked out the machinegun, and drove its 
protective riflemen into a nearby woods. 

By his supreme courage and self-sacrifice, Pvt Peters saved the lives of many of his fell
ow soldiers, and made it possible for them to reach their equip1tent, organize, and seize 
their first objective. His action was in keeping with the very highest traditions of the 
U.S. armed forces. 

By late-afternoon on the 24th, the 17th had established contact with adjacent units on 
its flanks, and had eliminated the German 84th Infantry Division as an effective organizat
ion. The paratroopers' morale was high inspite of taking 1,)07 casualties in two days. 

On 25 March, the 17th had secured bridges over the Issel Canal. Advancing eastward, the 
division ba.ttled into Dorsten, just north of the Ruhr, by 28 March. After taking Haltern on 
the 29th, the men of the 17th Airborne rode into the blasted., bombed-out city of Munster on 
the tanks of the British Guards Armoured Division on 2 April 1945. Vicious house-to-house 
fighting occurred in.the early-morning darkness for several hours. By that afternoon, Mun
ster had fallen, and the 17th Airborne pivoted. back southward into the Ruhr Pocket and rel
ieved the '79th Infantry Division. 

On 6 April, the 17th crossed the Rhine-Heme Canal and attacked the big steel city of 
Essen---or what was left of it after the Allied bombings. Essen fell on 10 April, and the 
17th then helped clear the industrial cities of Millheim and Duisburg. The Germans didn't 
contest these two places too heavily. 

The 17th was then assigned military government duties on 12 April, and active contact 
with the enemy ceased on 18 April 1945. The 17th Airborne had compressed all of its fight
ing into 5J;days of actual coml:at. But what a 5J·days! 



The 17th Airborne was put under the U.S. 22nd Corps on 24 April 194-5, and continued its 
occupational duties until 15 June 194-5, when it returned to France. The 17th Airborne left 
for home in September 194-5. 

Honorss Congressional Medals of Honor--4 
Distinguished. Unit Citations---4 * 
Distinguished Service Crosses--4 
Silver Sta.rs 179 

Casualties: Total Battle Deaths-1,394 
Killed In Action----1,191 
Wounded ,9()4. 
Missing 224 
Captured 26 
Total Ca.sualtiea----6,745 

* One to the entire 51Jth Parachute Regiment-Airdrop Across The Rhine, Germany 

Other 17th Airborne Division Med.al of Honor winners in World War II: Killed in action * 
T/~ Grade Clinton M. Hedrick, * l94th Glider Int Rgt, 27-28 March 194-5, near Lembeck, German~ 
S/Sgt Isadore s. Jachman, * .51.Jth Para Rgt, 4 January 1945, Flami9rge, Belgium 
Pfc Stuart s. Stryker, * 51Jth Para Rgt, 24 March 1945, near Wesel, Germany --



1 WWII 

JANUARY 1~5 

1 Jan 1 
2 Jan 11 
J Jan 1 

17I'H AIRBORNE DIVISION .. Thunder From Heaven .. 

4 Jan lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllli 45 
5 Jan 111111111111111111111 21 
6 Jan 111111111111111 15 
7 Jan lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll 

111111111111111 100 I I 
8 Jan 111111111111111111111111 24 \ 
9 Jan 111111111 9 ' 

10 Jan 11 
11 Jan 1 
12 Jan 111111 
lJ Jan 11111 
14 Jan 11 
15 Jan 11111 
16 Jan 111111111 9 
17 Jan 111 
18 Jan 1 
19 Jan 111 
20 Jan 111 
24 Jan 11 
25 Jan 1111 
29 Jan 1 
Jl Jan 11 

267 

FEBRUARY 1945 

2 Feb 1 
J Feb 1 
4 Feb 11 
5 Feb 1 
6 Feb 1 
8 Feb 11111111 8 

12 Feb 1 
22 Feb 1 

16 



2 .WWII 

l'(I'H AIRBORNE DIVISION "Thunder From Heaven" 

MARCH 1945 
3 Mar 1 

24 Mar 111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 
111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 
11111111111111111111111111111111111111~ 19<>*approx. J5~en 

25 Mar 111111111111111111 18 
26 Mar 1111111111 10 
27 Mar 111111111 9 
28 Mar lllllllllllli lJ 
29 Mar 111111111 9 
JO Mar 111111111111 12 
Jl Mar 11 

26J 

17I'H AIRBORNE DIVISION'S 

*bloodiest day·-------24 March 1945 
bloodiest month January 1945 
2nd bloodiest day 7 January 1945 
Jrd bloodiest day January 1945 
Total tattle deaths 1,130 
599 are listed=5J.°" KIA~978 

APRIL 194.5 
1 Apr 1 
2 Apr 11111111111111111 17 
J Apr 111111111 9 
6 Apr 11111111 8 
7 Apr 1 
8 Apr 11111 

10 Apr 1 
11 Apr 111 
12 Apr 1 
13 Apr 11 
14 Apr 111 
15 Apr 1 

51 

MAY 1945 
15 May 1 
29 May 1 

2 



82ND AIRBCRNE DIVISION '"All-Amerioa.n•• 

Army of the United Sta.tea 

Activa.ted-2.5 March 1942 

Returned To United States-:3 January 1946 --Battle Credits, Vorld Var II: Sicily 
Holland 

Da.ys In Coml:at-422 

Commanding Genera.ls (During Com l:a t, W II) : 

Southern Italy Anzio 
Ard.ennes Rhineland 

Normandy 
Northern Germany 

Maj-Gen Matthew B. Ridgway 
Maj-Gen James M. Gavin 

June 1942-August 1944 
August 1944--Ma.rch 1948 

Com"t::at Chronicle: The 82nd Airborne Division, infantry in World War I, produced one ef 
that war's most celebrated heroes, Sgt. Alvin York. The "All-American" division began 
WW II a.s a.n infantry division, too, under the COlllJll&nd of General Oma.r N. Bradley. But on 
15 August 1942, it wa.s redesigna.ted the 82nd. Airborne Division, and destined to have a 
vital role in the campaigns in Europe. 

The 82nd arrived in Casablanca, Morocco on 10 May 194:3, and began :further training as 
the Tunisian campaign drew to a close. 

The campaign in Sicily wa.s the first one in which an entire American airborne di vision 
participated. The mission started off l:adly on the night of 9-10 July 1943. Several of 
the transport planes, slightly off course and the victims of faulty recognition signals, 
were fired upon by friendly antiaircraft gunners who thought they were enemy planes. 2'.3 
planes with the men a.boa.rd. were shot down, tricky winds played havoc with aerial navigat
ion, and the rest of the pa.ratroopers were scattered over a .SO-mile stretch. For the next 
several da.ys and nights, the airborne troops fought numerous guerrilla-type actions, dis
rupting enemy communications a.nd seriously interfering with his attempts to send forces 
against the Allied beachhead. Scattered throughout enemy lines, men of the 82nd helped 
capture numerous towns in western Sicily including Gel.a, Comiso, Lice.ta., Palma., Ag:rigen·to, 
Ribera, Ca.stelvetrano, and Trapani. Advancing into western Sicily against mostly Italian 
opposition, which wa.s weak, men of the 82nd covered 1.50 miles in just six days. 

The German airborne expert, General Kurt Student, credited the 82nd for saving the ma.j
ority of the Allied beachhead, especially around Gel.a. He cl.aimed that ha.d. not the Ameri
can para.troopers crea.ted such havoc behind the German lines, the Hermann Goring Panzer 
Division might well have been a.ble to drive the Americans "t::ack into the sea. Sicily was 
corxiuered by 17 August 194'.3. It cost the 82rd 2o6 men. 

Then, in early~eptember 194:3, the .5Q4th and .505th Parachute Regiments dropped behind 
the Salerno beachhead near Avellino and Pa.es tum in southern Italy. By eff'eoti ve opera t
ions in the rear of the German lines, they seriously disrupted. the movement of enemy for
ces and supplies to the beachhead area.. These troops helped bolster the Salerno beachhead 
a.nd led the wa.y into Naples on 1 October. 

Then, while the rest of the 82nd was soon pulled out of Italy, the ,;o4th rema.ined a.nd 
saw bitter fighting in the mountains. 



On 29 October 194'.3, before the rest of the 82?Xl Airborne left Italy, the ,504th Para.chute 
Regiment launched its epic a tta.ck through the mountains of southern Italy tha. t wa.s to oa.rr:y 
it 22 miles a.head of the .5th Army on their le:f't, and the British 8th Army on their right. 
Driving north toward Gallo, in a 'tattle that proved greatly to be one of J,Xiysical stamina 
interspersed with sharp pa. trol engagements , the .S04th crossed the Vol turno, entered the 
road a?Xl :rail center of Isernia, and cleared Colli, l".a.cchi&, Fornelli, Cerro, and Rochetta.. 
The terrain wa.s such that no distinct :f'ront line could be designated. In this type of 
comi:at the ,504th proved to be the master of the enemy. There were few encounters, even 
when the Ger11&ns had numerical advantage, tha.t they didn't come out second best. 

On the cold and rainy evening of 10 December 194'.3, the regimental co111JR&m post was est
ablished. at Vena.:f'ro. Two compa.nies moved forward to relieve the )rd Ranger Battalion on 
Hill 950, In the next 12 hours the Germans counterattacked 7 times, all of which were dri
ven i:ack with heavy losses to the Germans. 

That following morning, the 2nd Battalion climbed up Monte Sammucro to relieve the 14)rd 
Infantry Regiment, 36th Infantry Division. German artillery fire increa.sed. in intensity, 
some of the heaviest of the Italian ca.mpa.ign. The fighting in this operation was up one 
hill after another, characterized by rock a?Xl tree-bare 4.5 degree slopes, and very stubb
orn resistance by the GermaJZ-- Supply and evacuation of the wourded was a matter of back
breaking work. The medic's task, at best, was a ha.rd one, greatly increased. on the high, 
craggy, windswept, and shelterless hilltops. 

Then, in late-January 1944, the ,504th landed by sea. at the Anzio beachhead. Fierce 
hand-to-hand fighting ensued in which the pa.ratroopers, by sheer deter111ination am courage, 
and aided by their deployment along the Mussolini Canal, were able to repel repeated. Ger
man assaults. On one occasion, to the 504th's amazement, 900 Germans, in a highly unusual 
attack, adva.nced in almost re.rs.de-like order, l:arely bothering to take cover-and were 
slaughtered. The pa.ratroopers lost 13 men. Italy cost the 82nd Airborne 327 men-killed. 

After two months on the Anzio beachhead, the ,504th was pulled out, and rejoined. the 
rest of the 82nd Airborne which was already in England, and getting ready for the invasion 
of Norma.my. 

Under a atarlite sky, aoving by :pu-a.chute a.nd glider, the &?nd a.nd lOlst Airborn. a.rxi 
British 6th Airborne Divisions all dropped. behind the German lines in Normandy in the pre
dawn hours of 6 June 1944, before the ground assault hit the beaches, Some of the 82nd 's 
pira troopers dropped right onto the town of Ste. Mere Eglise, where some of them were shot 
or clubbed to death by the enemy before they could disentangle themselves from their chutes. 
But the town was eventually ta.ken in bitter fighting. Two other towns were ta.ken, and the 
men of the 82nd crossed the Merderet River. It was during this action tha.t the 82nd had 
one of its J Meda.1 of Honor winners of the war, a very courageous action by Pfc. Charles N. 
DeGlopper, Compa.ny C, 325th Glider Regiment, at the Merderet River, 9 June 1944. 

He advanced with the forward platoon to secure a bridgehead across the Merderet at Ia. 
Fiere. At dawn, the platoon had penetrated an outer line of ma.chine-gun nests am rifle
men, but in the process, had been cut-off :f'rom the rest of the eompa.ny. Vastly superior in 
number enemy forces began decimating the stricken unit and started a flanking 111&.neuver that 
would have completely exposed the platoon in a. shallow roadside ditch where it had ta.ken 
cover. 

Detecting _this danger, Pfc. DeClopper volunteered to support his comrades with fire f'rom 
his automatic rifle while they attempted. a withdrawal through a break in a hedgerow 40 yards 
to the rear. Scorning a concentration of enemy automatic weapons and rifle fire, he walk
ed. onto the road in full view of the Germans, and sprayed them with bullets. He was woun
ded., but he kept on firing. Struck a.gain, he started to fall, a:nd yet his grim determin
ation and fighting spirit could not be broken. Kneeling in the roadway, weakened by his 
grievous wounds, he leveled his heavy weapon against the Germans and fired burst after 
burst until he was killed. 

Pfc. DeGlopper was successful in drawing the enemy fire away from his fellow soldiers, 
who continued. to fight from a more advantageous position, a.nd established the first bridge
head over the .Merderet. In the area where he had made his valiant stand, his comrades lat
er found the ground strewn with dead Germans. Pfc. DeGlopper's action was in keeping with 
the highest traditions of the U.S. military. 



~.t• 
Cutting off German reinforcements, the 82nd fought its way from Ca.rent.an to St. Sauveur- '1 

le-Vicomte, in action 33 days without relief. Every mission was accomplished, and no real 
estate gained was ever reli~uished. On 8 July, the division was relieved, and returned 
to England far refitting. And, on 15 August 1944, General James ""Slim Jim• Ga.vin assumed 
collllll&nd of the 82nd Airborne. He was the youngest di visiona.l collllllB.nder in the U .s. Army
only 37 years old. 

Then, on 17 September 1944, the Allies launched. a huge airdrop in southern Holland, 
with the British let and U.S. 82nd and lOlst Airborne Divisions jumping behind the German 
lines. The airdrop was strung-out for 6o miles, ma.king it highly vulnerable to enemy att
acks on either side of the corridor. The 82nd was in the center of the a.ssa.ul t, dropping 
in the vicinity of the l.a.rge town of Nijaegen. Although the assault failed to reach the 
lower Rhine, (the British airborne unit was the :furthest north) the 82nd succeeded in ca.P
turing and holding Nijmegen and a large bridge over the Vaa.l River in very heavy fighting. 
Elements also crossed the Vaal River in assault boa.ts under heavy enemy fire in a very 
courageous feat of arms • Those Americans who reached the f'a.r shore engaged the enemy in 
bitter l:ayonet fighting, and casualties were hea.vy on both sides. But more Germa.ns were 
slain than Americans. However, of the 26 assa.ul t boa ts, only 13 returned to the :f'riendly 
side of the river, and so~ the pi.ra.treopers had to swim back. 

After 7.3 days of continuous combat, in which ma.ny prisoners were ta.ken, the 82nd wa.s 
relieved by a British division, and sent to northern France for a rest. The 82nd and lOlst 
Airborne Divisions were lavishly praised by the British. 

Then, on 16 December 1944, cs.me the all-out German offensi'V9 in the Ardennes. 2'.3 hours 
later, the 82nd was in position 150 miles a.way af'ter being moftd up by truck. 

A min German objective was the city of Liege, and the 82nd wa.s ordered to defend an 
area southwest of the city. They held it a week against incredible odds. During this des
pe:rate week, juSt prior to, and including Christmas Da.y, the 82nd. Airborne heroically held 
aff a good. share of the most elite of the attacking German forces-the 2nd a.nd 9th SS 
Panzer Divisions, pi.rt of the 1st SS Panzer, and the 62nd Volksgrenadier Division. This 
was one of the most important and heroic stands of the entire Bulge 'tattle, a 11onwaental 
feat of a.ras, and every bit as important as the lOlst Airborne's widely publicized. st.am 
at Bastogne. This action included the 82nd defending the towns of Trois Pants, Ch.eneux, 
Gra.ndmenil, Verbomont, and Ha.nha.y. This fighting was characterized. by attacks by the 
Germa.n SS carried out with great dash and el.a.n, and also by bitter hand-to-hand encounters 
in which the "supermen• were very roughly hand.led by the American para.troopers. And, all 
of this in bitter cold weather. 

Another mission was to provide a. withdrawal route for the shattered 28th and lo6th Inf'
antry Di visions which had been cut-off. The 82nd provided this es ea pe route, a.l though 2 
regiments of the lo6th were surrounded. and oe.ptured. 

On 8 January 1945, the 82nd wa.s relieved along the Salm River by the 75th Infantry Div
ision. By this time, the Germans had been forced l:ack onto the defensive, and the 82nd 
received a well-deserved rest. 

Then, toward the end of the huge 'tattle, the 82nd returned to the :f'ront. · Toward the 
em of January, the pi.ra.troops slowly fought toward the Sieg:f'ried Line in still bitter 
weather. The 82nd a tta.cked through the '7th Armored Di vision., The grea. t-fighting lst Inf
antry Division was on the 82nd 's left :f'la.nk. It was during this last stage of the action 
in the Bulge that the 82nd had another Medal of Honor winner in a very daring and cou:re..g
eous action, First Sergeant Leonard. A • Funk, Jr., Compi.ny C, ,508th Para.chute Begi11ent, 29 
January 1945, at Holzheia, BelgiUJB. Sgt. ll'unk, :fairly small in size, and quiet a.nd un
assuming, was really quite a soldier, in fa.ct, one of the most decorated soldiers in W II. 
He ha.d previously won the Silver Star in Normandy, and then the Distinguished. Service Cress 
in Holland. On the above day, he won the big one. 

After -.dvancing 15 miles in a driving snowstorm and through waist-deep drifts, the com
JB.ny executive officer became a casualty, and lst Sgt. Funk iluledia. tely assumed his duties. 
Under his skillful a.nd va.lia.nt leadership, his force attacked. 15 houses, cleared the111, and 
took 30 prisoners without suffering a casualty. 

The :fierce drive of Compa.ny C quickly overran Holzheim, netting some 80 prisoners, who 
were placed under a 4-ma.n guard, all that could be spired. An enemy pi.trol, by means of a 



ruse, succeeded in capturing the guards and freeing the prisoners, and had begun preJar
a tions to attack Compi.ny C from behind when Sgt. Funk walked around a building and into 
their midst. He was ordered to surrender by a German officer who pushed a ma.chine-pistol 
into his stoma.ch. 

Although overwhelmingly outnumbered and facing almost certain death, Sgt. Funk pretend
ed to comply with the order. He began to slowly unsling his submachinegun f'rom his shoul
der and then, with a lightning motion, brought the mu.zzle into line and riddled the Germn 
officer. He then turned upon the other Gernans, firing and shouting to the other Americ
ans to seize the eneJIY's weapons. In the ensuing fight 21 Germans were killed, many woun
ded, and the remainder ce.ptured. 

Sgt. Funk's bold action and his heroic disregard for his personal safety resulted in 
the elimination of a superior ene11y force, which, i:f' allowed to roam free, could have tak
en the spread-out Comi::any C by surprise and endangered the entire attack plan. Sgt. Funk 
survived the war to xecelve his a.ward. 

Progress wa.s hindered by waist-deep snow, intense cold, and well-organized and conceal
ed. Geran positions. This attack was one of the most arduous in the division's history, 
a.nd one of its moat bitterly fought. But the 82nd. reached the Siegf'ried. Line, Jl J&nua.ry. 

On J February, the div:i:,!Sj.gn repulsed strong enemy counterattacks, and that night the 
99th In:f'a.ntry Division began relieving the bone-weary paratroopers. 

After a. brief rest, the 82nd, plus the .5l7th Para.chute RegiMnt, moved somewhat north 
into the Hi.irtgen Forest area., captured Vossena.ck, a.nd. helped finally clear the remaining 
Germ.ns froa the forest. The :para.troopers sometimes uncovered bodies in the snow o"f men 
who had been killed in this miserable forest the previous autumn. 

As the Americans fought to the Rhine, the 82nd, for a.while was placed inside the boabed
out, gutted city of Cologne, and helped secure the western side of the Ruhr Pocket. It 
wa.sn' t too l:ad for the 82nd inside Cologne • The lJllCl. troopers did patrol duties, kept an 
eye on the civilians, and, in general, tried to catch up on some rest and relaxation. The 
Germa.ns were at lea.st a comfortable 4oo yards distant across the Rhine, and the weather 
was much warmer with considerable sunshine. 

Then, it was decided to make a diversionary attack across the Rhine. On 6 April 1945, 
an assault wave of the ,504th Para.chute Regiment crossed the river above Colegne. At dawn 
they were in the river town of Hitdorf. 

In one of the bloodiest actions ever fought by the 82nd, two b3.ttalions of big, 6-foot 
Germans :f'rom the era.ck Jrd Parachute Di vision a. ttacked toward dusk with huge Tiger tan.ks 
a.nd fixed b3.yonets. Two platoons were overrun before the Germans were beaten 'tack with 
hea.v:y losses. But, out of l4o paratroopers who had crossed the river, only 70 of the Am
ericans made their way back. Organized German resistance in the Ruhr ended in mid-April. 

Then, in the last days of the war, the 82nd was sent by rail some J.50 miles into north
ern Germany. The 82nd was one of the few U .s. uni ts to actually cross the wide Elbe River. 
The 82nd was met with considerable artillery fire, but this quickly subsided when the Amer
icans got across the wide river. And then, thousands of Germans surrendered en msse f.rom 
the 21st Army. General Gavin set-up his headquarters in a pi.lace at Ludwigslust, and con
tact was ma.de with the Russians on 3 May 194.5. Following the 2nd Armored Di vision, the 
82nd Airborne was the next American unit te enter :Berlin after V-E Da.y. Perhaps fittingly, 
too, the 82nd Airborne Division was the outfit chosen to later march in the victory p:L:rade 
in New York City--a tribute to one of the greatest fighting organizations the world has 
ever known. 

Honors: Congressional Meda.ls of Honor-J 
Distinguished Unit Cita.tions-15 * 
Distinguished Service Crosses--37 
Silver Stars 898 

Casual ties: Total Battle Deaths- 2, ll6 
Killed In Action-1, 7J7 
Wounded 6,9.50 
Missing 279 
Ca. ptured 1.5 
Total Ca.sua.lties~9,;a1 

Notes: The Jrd :Brigade of the 82nd Airborne Division 
served in the Vietna.m War. As of this writing, the 82nd is stationed a.t 
Fort :Bragg, North Carolina.. (2.5 April 198'.3) 



* Distinguished Unit Citations include one ea.ch to the entire following units: 
325th Glider Regiment and _505th Parachute Regimen~te. Mere F.glise, Normandy 

Other 82nd. Airborne Division Medal of' Honor winners in World Var II: Kill.ad in a.ctien * 

Pvt John R. Towle, * 504th Para Rgt, 21 September 1944, nea.r Oosterhout, Holland 

Note: The 5di-th Parachute Regiment did not participate in the invasion of Normandy. 
However, the separate 507th and 508th Parachute Regiments were attached to the 82nd. 
during this campaign, and the 508th also was attached to the 82nd during the Battle 
Of The Bulge. 

--



1 WWII 

82ND AIRBORNE DIVISION "All-American" 

JULY l~J 

10 July 111111111111111111111 21 
11 July 1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 70 
12 July 1111111 
lJ July 111111111 9 
14 July 1111 
18 July 1 
19 July 1 
20 July l I I 

21 July 11 \ 

116 

SEPTEMBER l~ J 
16 Sept 1 
17 Sept 11111111111111111 17 
18 Sept 1111 
19 Sept 1 
20 Sept 111 
24 Sept 1 
25 Sept 11 

29 

OCTOBER l~J 
4 Oct 1 
5 Oct 11 
6 Oct 1111 
7 Oct 1 

10 Oct 11111111111111111 17 
21 Oct 111 
27 Oct 11 

JO 

NOVEMBER l~J 

5 Nov 1 
8 Nov 1 
9 Nov 1 

11 Nov 1 
12 Nov 11 
14 Nov 1 
18 Nov 1 
20 Nov 1 
21 Nov 1 

10 

AUGUST l~J 

9 Aug 1 
10 Aug 1 
11 Aug 1 

J 

DECEMBER l~J 

11 Dec 111 
12 Dec 11111 
lJ Dec 1 
14 Dec 1 
15 Dec 111111 
16 Dec 1111 
17 Dec 1 
19 Dec 1 
20 Dec 11 
2J Dec 1 
24 Dec 1 

26 



2 · WWII 

JANUARY 1944 
21 Jan 1 
2) Jan 1111 
24 Jan 11 
25 Jan 111111111 9 
26 Jan 1 
27 Jan 1 
JO Jan 11111111 8 
Jl Jan 11 

29 

82ND AIRBORNE DIVISION "All-American" 

FEBRUARY 1944 

2 Feb 1 
J Feb 11 
4 Feb 11 
5 Feb 1111 
6 Feb 1 
7 Feb 11 
9 Feb 11 

10 Feb 11 
11 Feb 1 
lJ Feb 11 
14 Feb 1 
15 Feb 11 
16 Feb 1111111111 10 
17 Feb 11 

Y+ 

'I 

MARCH 1944 

2 Mar 1 
5 Mar 1 
7 Mar 11 

10 Mar 1 
14 Mar 1111 
16 Mar 1 
19 Mar 11 
26 Mar 1 

lJ 



J · WWII 

82.ND AIRBORNE DIVISION "All-American" 

JUNE 1944 
6 June 11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 

lllllllllllllll
1

9~pprox. 16C>Mmen 
7 June 111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 45 
8 June 11111111111111111 17 
9 June 1111111111111111111% 20 

10 June 111111111 9 
11 June 111111111111 12 
12 June 111111 
lJ June 1 

1 

\ 

14 June 1111111111 10 ' 
15 June 111111111 9 
16 June 111111 
17 June 11111 
18 June 11 
19 June 11 
21 June 111111 
22 June 11111 
2) June 111 
24 June 11 
25 June 11111 
26 June 1 
27 June 1 
28 June 1 
JO June 1 

259 

JULY 1944 
1 July 1 
J July 111111111111111 15 
4 July 1111111111111111 16 
5 July 11111 
6 July 11 
7 July 1 

10 July 11 
11 July 11111 
12 July 111 
14 July 11 

52 



4 WWII 

82ND AIRBORNE DIVISION "All-American" 

SEPI'EMBER 1944 
17 Sept 111111111111111111 18 
18 Sept 111111111111111 i.2 
19 Sept 11111111 8 
20 Sept 11111111111111111111111111111111111 35 
21 Sept llllllllllllllli 16 
22 Sept 111111 
23 Sept 1111111111111 lJ 
24 Sept 1111 
25 Sept 111 
26 Sept 111111 
27 Sept 111111111111 12 
28 Sept 1111111111 10 
29 Sept 111111 
JO Sept 1111111 

156 

OCTOBER 1944 

1 Oct 1111111111111 lJ 
2 Oct 11111111111111111111111111111111111111 J8 
J Oct 111111 
4 Oct 11111 
5 Oct 11 
6 Oct 11111111 8 
7 Oct 1111 
9 Oct 111 

10 Oct 11 
11 Oct 11 
12 Oct 1111 
lJ Oct 1 
14 Oct 1 
15 Oct 11 
16 Oct 1 
17 Oct 1 
21 Oct 111111 
22 Oct 1 
2) Oct 1 
24 Oct 1 
25 Oct 11 
27 Oct 11 
28 Oct 1 
29 Oct 1 
JO Oct 111 

111 

NOVEMBER 1944 
1 Nov 11 
2 Nov 1 
J Nov 11 

5 



5 . WWII 

DECEMBER 1944 
12 Dec 1 
14 Dec 1 
20 Dec 1111111111 10 
21 Dec 1111111111111111111111 22 
22 Dec 11 
2J Dec 1111111 
24 Dec 11 
25 Dec 111111 
26 Dec 111111111 9 
27 Dec 11111 

65 

82ND AIRBORNE DIVISION ,.All-American'' 

JANUARY 1945 
1 Jan 111 
2 Jan 1 
J Jan 111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 45 
4 Jan 1111111111111 lJ 
5 Jan 11111111 8 
6 Jan 11 
7 Jan 11111111111111111111 20 
8 Jan 111111111111 12 t 

9 Jan 1 
1 

\ 

12 Jan 111 ' 
21 Jan 1 
25 Jan 1 
28 Jan 111111 
29 Jan 11111 
JO Jan 1111111111111 lJ 
Jl Jan l 

135 



6 · WWII 

82ND AIRBORNE DIVISIOO. "All-American'' 

FEBRUARY 1S45 

1 Feb 11 
2 Feb 1111111111111111111111111111111111111111 40 
J Feb 111111111111 12 
4 Feb 11 
5 Feb 1 
6 Feb 1 
8 Feb 1 
9 Feb 1111 

10 Feb 1 
11 Feb 1 
12 Feb 11 
14 Feb 1 
15 Feb 11 

70 

82ND AIRBORNE DIVISIOO'S 

*bloodiest day-------16 June 1944 
bloodiest month June 1944 
2nd bloodiest day 11 July 1S4J 
Jrd bloodiest day 7 June 1944; J January 1S45 

Total l:attle deaths 2,116 
1,191 are listed=56.Z' KIA~l,737 

APRIL 1S45 

5 Apr 11 
6 Apr 11111111 8 
7 Apr 111111111111 12 
8 Apr 1 
9 Apr 1 

10 Apr 1 
11 Apr 1 
12 Apr 11 

1 
+ 

20 Apr 1 \ 

29 Apr 1 ' 
JO Apr 11111111111 11 

41 

MAY 1S45 

1 May 111111 
2 May 1 

7 



lOlST AIRBORNE DIVISION "Screaming Eagle" 

Army of the United States 

Activated-15 August 1942 

Inactivated-JO November ~in Europe 

Reactivated-6 July 1948 

Battle Credits, World War II: Normandy Holland 

Days In Combat-214 Central Europe 

Commanding Generals (During Combat, WW II) : 
Maj~en Maxwell D. Taylor 
Brig~en Anthony C. McAuliffe 
Maj~en Maxwell D. Taylor 

Ardennes Alsace 

March-December 1944 
5-26 December 1944 

Rhineland 

27 December 1944--September 1945 

Combat Chronicle: The lOlst Airborne Division was originally constituted as the lOlst 
Division on 23 July 1918, but the war in Europe ended before it got a chance to be shipped 
overseas. It was demobilized, 11 December 1918, but later reacti.vated as a reserve unit. 
In August 1942, the lOlst was activated as an airborne division at Camp Claiborne, Louis
iana. The division was then sent to Ft. Bragg, North Carolina, for rigorous training, and 
later took p:i.rt in the Tennessee maneuvers of mid-194J. 

In September 1943, the lOlst Airborne sailed for England, arriving there on the 15th. 
Here, it received further extensive training including night-fighting, close combat, street
fighting, and chemical warfare. 

Finally, the time for the long-awaited invasion of Europe came, and the lOlst and 82nd 
Airborne Divisions jumped into the southern p:i.rt of the Cotentin Peninsula, in the pre-dawn 
hours of 6 June 1944, as p:i.rt of the invasion of Normandy. Considerable flak was encount
ered, and the p:i.ratroopers were widely scattered. By nightfall of the first day of the in
vasion, only 2,500 men had been assembled in their units. 

After gradually assembling into a co-ordinated unit and taking several smaller towns, 
the lOlst battled for the key town of Carentan. For 5 days the lOlst waged one of the most 
bitter fights of the Normandy campaign. On 12 June 1944, the Americans forced the tough 
German 6th Parachute Regiment, a 6,000-man-strong organization, out of the town, and held 
it until p:i.rt of the 2nd Armored Division arrived from the beachhead. During the attack 
on Carentan, Lieutenant-Colonel Robert G. Cole led the 3rd Battalion, 502nd Parachute Reg
iment, in a successful mass bayonet charge that wiped out an illlportant pocket of German 
resistance. Lt-Colonel Cole was the lOlst's first Medal of Honor winner, but he was later 
killed while leading his battalion in Holland. 

The troopers of the lOlst went to work improving the defenses of newly won Carentan, 
and not a moment too soon. The Germans swiftly mounted a strong counterattack, and both 
armor and infantry stormed at the lOlst. The very nature of this attack posed a monument
al threat to the line between the Utah and Omaha beachheads, and it was extremely fortun
ate that the tankers of the 2nd Armored Division were on the scene. The tankers' appear
ance surprised the Germans, and their attack was checked with heavy losses. Carentan was 



saved and the two beachheads were linked-up for good. 
The lOlst had more hard fighting in the Merderet River area. The paratroopers repulsed 

counterattacks and maintained their positions until relieved by the 8Jrd Infantry Division 
on 27 June 1944. The lOlst then moved to Cherbourg, and relieved the 4th Infantry Divis
ion there on JO June. After 33 days of continuous coml:at in Normandy, the lOlst returned 
to England, 13 July 1944, for rest and rehabilitation, and then for preparation for its 
next mission. 

It came on 17 September 1944. In the largest airborne operation so far in history, 
the lOlst, along with the 82nd and British 1st Airborne Divisions, were dropped into the 
southern pa.rt of Holland along a 60-mile corridor from north of the British lines along 
the Belgian-Dutch border, to as far north as the vicinity of Arnhem. The lOlst was in 
the southern pa.rt of the assault, dropping in the vicinity of the city of Eindhoven. The 
very next day the lOlst had its second Medal of Honor winner of the war, Pfc Joe E. Mann, 
Company H, .502nd Parachute Regiment, near Best, Holland. 

His platoon tried to seize the bridge across the Wilhelmina Canal, and was surrounded 
and isolated by an enemy force greatly superior in personnel and firepower. Acting as a 
lead scout, Pfc Mann boldly crept to within rocket-launcher range of a German artillery 
position and, in the face-~eavy fire, destroyed its 88m.m gun and, also, an am.munition 
dump. He remained at his-exposed position and, with his Ml rifle, picked-off the enemy 
one-by-one until he was seriously wounded. Taken to a covered position, he insisted on 
returning up forward to stand guard during the night. 

The next morning, the Germans launched a concerted attack and advanced to within a few 
yards of his position, throwing hand grenades as they approached. One of these landed a 
few feet from Pfc Mann. Unable to raise his arms, which were l:andaged to his body, he 
yelled "grenade" and threw himself over it as it exploded. His outstanding courage was a 
lasting inspiration to his fellow soldiers for whom he gave his life. 

St. Oedenrode and Eindhoven fell after heavy fighting in two days. The lOlst then con
tacted the British Guards Armoured Division, but failed to take the bridge, intact, over 
the Wilhelmina Canal, southeast of Best. 

The lOlst then contained Ger.man counterattacks toward Zon on 19 September 1944, and 
maintained its positions in the city of Eindhoven, as well as in Zon, St. Oedenrode, and 
Veghel. After heavy coml:at the division advanced to take Schijndel, on 21 September. 
The .506th Parachute Regiment reopened the Veghel-Uden Highway, 23 September, which had 
been cut the previous day. The para troops then forced the Germans to a l:andon the road
block near Koevering, on 2.5 September, in an enveloping attack. Opheusden changed hands 
in a shifting struggle, but the Germans were finally forced to withdraw on 9 October 1944. 

Cold was added to the dampless as November 1944, rolled around. But the Germans were 
never able to close the corridor, and many prisoners were ta.ken. After a 72-day period 
of coml:at, the lOlst was relieved well into November 1944, and sent to a rest area at 
Mourmelon-le-Grand, France, a former French artillery base 20 miles from Reims. Bone
w-eary para troopers somehow found the strength to go on passes to Paris. The American air
borne divisions were lavishly praised by the British, one commander saying that the lOlst 
was the fightingest outfit he had ever seen. 

Then, in mid-December 1944, came the Battle of the Bulge. The Screaming Eagle was 
rushed from. its base in northern France, in the back of 2t ton trucks, in a wild night 
ride into southeastern Belgium, to defend the vital road center of Bastogne. The lOlst 
just barely managed to beat the onrushing Panzerlehr Division which, highly frustrated, 
bypassed the town and continued on toward the Meuse River, a major German objective. The 
26th Volksgrenadier Division remained behind to deal with Bastogne. The Germans surround
ed the town, subjected it to a heavy artillery barrage, and then came on with almost con
tinuous atta.cks~all of which were beaten back with very heavy losses to the Germans. 

However, by nightfall on 22 December 1944, the situation had become very critical. The 
Germans had begun moving other uni ts into the area, and the Americans were running low on 
supplies and am.munition. The day was marked by just one unusual incident. The Germans 
were becoming increasingly frustrated by their initial failure to take Bastogne by storm, 
so they gave the acting commander of the lOlst, Brigadier-General Anthony C. McAuliffe, 
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an ultimatum to surrender. His one-word reply has long since become cl.assic-"Nuts." 
The Germans, bewildered by this sample of terse American slang, asked if this reply was 
affirmative or negative. When informed that it was very negative, one of them replied, 
"We will kill many Americans." 

The German officers were then told in no uncertain terms to go ba.ck where they had 
come from. 

And many Americans did die, but a great many more Germans. The Germans smashed at the 
)27th Glider Regiment on Christmas Eve, 1944, and their armor broke through to slash at 
the 502nd Parachute Regiment. There was bitter close-in fighting, but the paratroopers 
completely destroyed this enemy force. Not a tank or German infantryman escaped. 

On 26 December 1944, the 4th Armored Division of General Patton's Jrd Army managed to 
break through to Bastogne from the south on a narrow, precarious corridor, with the Ger
mans firing into it from either side. Still, the lOlst and the tankers of Comba.t Command 
B of the 10th Armored Division were no longer surrounded. 

However, this didn't lessen the tempo of the fighting. On the contrary. A major gli
der resupply action was launched by the Americans, and over 100,000 pounds of cargo were 
delivered to the defenders of Bastogne. 

Then, in the first da~~anuary 1945, the fighting around Ba.stogne raged heavier than 
ever as the Germans, with-almost reckless al::e.ndon, hurled themselves at the Americans in a 
series of ferocious assaults. The lOlst suffered heavy losses on J-4 January, but the Ger
man losses were staggering. The vaunted lst and 12th SS Panzer Divisions and the Fiihrer 
Begleit (Escort) Brigade were all thrown into the struggle, but these tough, ~lite troops 
could get nowhere and suffered extremely heavy losses. At one time, there were as many 
as 9 different enemy formations somewhere around Ba.stogne, but all to no avail. Ba.stogne 
did not fall. 

On 8 January 1945, Hitler reluctantly admitted defeat, and ordered all German troops 
in the Ardennes to go over to the defensive. But some hard fighting still lay ahead for 
the lOlst in the Bulge. 

On 9 January 194.5, the lOlst finally was able to go over to the attack. The 5o6th 
Parachute Regiment attacked from out of the Ba.stogne perimeter to take Recogne. The Bois 
Jacques (a woods) was cleared after that, and by lJ January, the So6th had captured Foy, 
while the J27th Glider Infantry Regiment advanced toward Bourcy. Noville was captured on 
the 15th, and Bourcy and Hardigny were both taken on 17 January. The lOlst was then rel
ieved on 18 January 194-5. 

For its epic stand at Ba.stogne, the entire lOlst Airborne Division and Comba.t Command B 
of the 10th Armored Division were awarded the Distinguished Unit Citation, as was also the 
entire 4th Armored Division for its courageous breakthrough to the besieged defenders. 

The lOlst Airborne was next shifted to the southeast into Alsace to help bolster the 
7th Army defenses and to help make sure that the Germans did no more damage in this region. 
The lOlst conducted vigorous p:i.trolling and harrassing activities. 

On Jl March 194-5, the division was moved up north along the west l::e.nk of the Rhine, 
opposite the Ruhr Pocket, to help guard that side of the area while the big battle across 
the Rhine was occurring. No major enemy attacks took pl.ace from out of the western side 
of the pocket. 

The lOls~ was then moved deep into Bavaria, in the region of Memmingen, on 27 April 
1945. On the JOth, the division was given the task of policing the Kaufbeuren-5aulgrub
Wertach-Kempten zone. The lOlst then moved to the Miesl:e.ch area, l May 1945, and relieved 
the 4th Infantry Division on 4 May. 

The lOlst then reached Berchtesgaden, in extreme southeastern Bavaria, in conjunction 
with the Jrd Inf an try Di vision, in the final days of the war. German resistance , by this 
time, had crumbled almost completely, except for isolated bands of die-hards. 

The lOlst received the surrender of the German lJth SS and 82nd Corps, and also captur
ed a number of high-ranking G•rmans (or Nazis), depending on how one looks at it. Among 
them were Field Marshal Albert Kesselring, Commander-in-Chief of the German armies; Col
onel-General Heinz Guderian, the armored expert; Franz Schwarz, treasurer of the Nazi 
Party; Karl Oberg, Chief of the German SS in formerly occupied France; Robert Ley, a 



leader of the Nazi movement: and Jew hater Julius Streicher, who was ironically captured 
by Major Henry Plitt, S-2 of the 502nd Parachute Regiment, and one of the lOlst's most 
decorated Jewish officers. The last four Germans were certainly Nazis in the true sense 
of the word. 

By V-E Day, 8 May 1945, the lOlst had sustained more casualties than any other U.S. 
airborne division in the war. 

On 1 August 194.5, the lOlst Airborne left Germany, for Auxerre, France, for training 
for the invasion of Japa.n, a move that proved unnecessary when Japa.n surrendered 2 weeks 
later on 14 August 194.5. 

The lOlst Airborne Division~one of the ~lite outfits of the U.S. Army. 

Honors: Congressional Medals of Honor~2 
Distinguished Unit Citations~lJ * 
Distinguished Service Crosses~.56 
Silver Stars 56 

---

Casualtiesa Total Battle Deaths~2,J50 
Killed In Action~l,85.5 
Wounded 6,875 
Missing 207 
Captured 967 
Total Casualties~9,9d+ 

* Two to the entire lOlst Airborne Division~Normandy~Ba.stogne 

The lOlst Airborne Division later saw extensive service in the Vietnam War. As of this 
writing, the lOlst's home l:ase is at Ft. Campbell, Kentucky, with large elements now in 
Saudi Arabia. (1.5 September 1990) 
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lOlST AIRBORNE DIVISION "Screaming Eagle'' 

JUNE 1944 
6 June llllllllllllllilllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll 

1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 150*8.pprox. 
7 June llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll 40 28<>*men 
8 June 11111111111111111111111111111111111 35 
9 June 11111111111111111111111 2) 

10 June 111111111111111111 18 
11 June lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll+ll 70 
12 June 111111111111111111111 21 \ 
lJ June 1111111111111111111111 22 ' 
14 June 1111111 · 
15 June 111111111111 12 
16 June 1111 
17 June 111111111111 12 
18 June 1111 
19 June 111111111 9 
20 June 11 
21 June 111 
22 June 11 
2) June 1111111 
24 June 11111111111111 14 
25 June 1 
26 June 1 
27 June 1 
28 June 111 

461 

JULY 1944 
J July 1 
4 July 11 
5 July 111111 
6 July 1 
7 July 1 

11 
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lOlST AIRBORNE DIVISION "Screaming Eagle" 

SEPTEMBER 1944 
17 Sept 111111111111111111111111 24 
18 Sept llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll73:: J8 
19 Sept 1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 55 
20 Sept 11111111111111111111 20 
21 Sept 111111111111 12 
22 Sept 11111111111111111111111111111111 J2 
2) Sept 11111111111111111111 20 
24 Sept 1111 
25 Sept 11111111111111111 17 
26 Sept 111111 
27 Sept 11 
28 Sept 1 
JO Sept 111111111111111111111 21 

252 

OCTOBER 1944 
1 Oct 1111111111 10 
2 Oct 1111 
J Oct 111 
4 Oct 1 
5 Oct 11111111111111 14 
6 Oct 111111111111111111111111111111 JO 
7 Oct 111111111111111111 18 
8 qqt 1111111 
9 O~t 111111111111111111111 21 

10 O~t 11111 
I 

11 Oct 111 
12 Oct 11111 
lJ Oct 111 
18 Oct 11 
21 Oct 11 
22 Oct 1111 
2J Oct 11111111 8 
24 Oct 1111111 
25 Oct 1111 
26 Oct 1111 
27 Oct 111 
28 Oct 11 
29 Oct 11 
JO Oct 1 

16) 
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NOVEMBER 1944 
J Nov 1 
4 Nov 111 
6 Nov 1 

10 Nov 1 
12 Nov 1 
lJ Nov 11 
17 Nov 11 
18 Nov 1 
22 Nov 1 
2J Nov 11111111 8 
24 Nov 11 
26 Nov l 

24 

101ST AIRBORNE DIVISION "Screaming Eagle" 

DECEMBER 1944 
l Dec 1 
2 Dec 1 
J Dec 1 
4 Dec 111 
6 Dec 111 
7 Dec 1 

11 Dec 1 
19 Dec 111111 
20 Dec 1111111111111111111111 22 
21 Dec 111111111111111111111 21 
22 Dec 1111 
2J Dec 11111111111111111 17 
24 Dec 1111111111111 lJ 
25 Dec 11111111111111111111111 2) 
26 Dec 111111111111 12 
27 Dec 11111 
28 Dec 1 
29 Dec 111111 
JO Dec 1111 
Jl Dec 1111 

149 

JANUARY 1945 

1 Jan 1111 
2 Jan 1111111 
J Jan 11111111111111111111111111111111111111 J8 
4 Jan 1111111111111111111111111111111111111111 40 
5 Jan 11111111111 11 
6 Jan 1111111111111 1) 
7 Jan 111 
8 Jan 1111 1 I 

9 Jan 1111111 \ 
10 Jan 11111111~111111111 18 
11 Jan 1 
12 Jan 1 
lJ Jan 1111111111111111111111111 25 
14 Jan 11111111111111111111 20 
15 Jan 1111111 
16 Jan 11111111111 11 
17 Jan 111111 
18 Jan 1 
19 Jan 1 

218 
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lOlST AIRBORNE DIVISION "Screaming Eagle" 

rEBRUARY 1945 

1Feb1 
2 Feb 11111111 8 
4 Feb 1 
6 Feb 111 
9 Feb 1 

10 Feb 1 
12 Feb 1 
16 Feb 11 
17 Feb 1 
19 Feb 1 
20 Feb 11 
2J Feb 111 
24 Feb 11111 
25 Feb 111111 
26 Feb 111111 

42 

lOlST AIRBORNE DIVISION'S 

MARCH 1945 

l Mar 111 
4 Mar l 
6 Mar l 
7 Mar 1 

Jl Mar l 

7 

*bloodiest day-------'6 June 1944 
bloodiest month June 1944 
2nd bloodiest day 11 June 1944 
Jrd bloodiest day 19 September 1944 

Total tattle deaths-----2,500 (approximately) 
l,~9 are listed=5J.~ KIA~2,188 

APRIL 1945 

5 Apr l 
6 Apr l 
7 Apr 1 
9 Apr 1111 

12 A pr 111111 
lJ Apr 111 
14 Apr l 
18 Apr i~t 
19 Apr l 
20 Apr l 
JO Apr 1 

22 



lST ARMORED DIVISION "Old Ironsides" 

Regular Army 

Activated~l5 July 1940 

Returned To United States~24 April 1946 

Inactivated~26 April l~ter reactivated) 

Battle Credits, World War II: Algeria 
Rome-Arno 

Tunisia Southern Italy Anzio 

Days In Comba.t~511 Northern Apennines Po Valley 

Commanding Generals (During Combat, WW II): 
Maj-Gen Orlando Ward 
Maj-Gen Ernest N, Harmon 
Maj-Gen Vernon E. Prichard 

March 1942-April 1943 
April 194J-July 1944 
July 1944--September 1945 

Combat Chronicle: The lst Armored Division can rightfully claim to be called the "Guinea 
Pig" Division during World War II. Thanks to the 1st Armored's early, bloody battles in 
North Africa, other armored divisions were taught lessons about combat that the lst Armored 
had to learn the hard way. Except for jungle area, the 1st Armored has fought in just ab
out every other type of terrain possible~the deserts of North Africa, the mountains of 
Italy, the Pontine Marshes south of Rome, and the flat plains of the Po Valley. 

The lst Armored sailed for Northern Ireland, in April 1942. There, it trained for many 
months under the British, who had faced the German blitzkriegs in Holland, Belgium, France, 
Greece, and Crete. 

Combat Command B of the 1st Armored landed near Oran, Algeria, on 8 November 1942, as it 
helped support the 1st Infantry Division in the invasion of North Africa. It was not with
out loss. French shore l::atteries opened up on the destroyers in the harbor, smashing land
ing craft with shells and machinegun fire, and killing 189 men, including a colonel. Over 
150 more men were wounded. 

There was fierce resistance not only against the 1st Infantry Division in.Oran, but also 
at St. Lucien, south of the city. A French tank brigade was engaged by CCB, and 14 of the 
obsolete French tanks were quickly knocked out by J7mm guns. Only one U.S. tank was lost. 

After a ~ew days of fighting, the French a.greed to a cease-fire. Their main problem 
was that they had been under the overall command of the notorious Nazi collaborator, Admir
al Darlan. He was subsequently assassinated by a university student. And so, a most trou
blesome thorn was removed from the side of the Allies. However, the real battle lay just 
ahead in Tunisia. 

On 24 November 1942, CCB moved from Tafaroui, Algeria, to Beja, Tunisia, and raided an 
airfield at Djedeida, the following day. 

As the Allies made an early bid to capture the city of Tunis, the elite German 10th Pan
zer Division struck hard on 1 December 1942, throwing CCB of the 1st Armored back, and cap
turing Tebourba, on 4 December. The inferior Grant tanks that the Americans had, at this 
time, didn't help in the least. CCB withdrew to Beja with heavy equipment losses, 10-11 
December 1942, and was placed in reserve. 

CCB next attacked in the Ousseltia Valley, in late-January 1943, and cleared this area. 



CCB was then sent to Bou Chebka, and arrived at Maktar, on J February 1943. 
CCA fought at Fa1d Pass, commencing on JO January 194J, and advanced to Sidi Bou Zid. 
Beginning on 14 February 194), Rommel attacked through Kasserine Pass, and the 1st Armor

ed was forced ba.ck with heavy losses in both tanks and men, 14-15 February 1943. 
CCC, which had been constituted on 23 January 1943. advanced toward Sbeitla, and counter

attacked to support CCA, but was repulsed with heavy losses. The division withdrew from 
Sbeitla, but by 21 February, CCB had contained the enemy attack toward Tebessa. The German 
withdrawal allowed the 1st Armored to recover Kasserine Pass on 26 February 1943. The 1st 
Armored lost over l,000 men killed, wounded, missing, and captured in. this battle. The div
ision then assembled in reserve. 

The 1st Armored moved northeast of Gafsa, 13 March 1943, and attacked in heavy rains on 
17 March. CCA took Zannouch, but became immobilized by rain the next day. 

The 1st Armored drove on Malmassy, on 20 March 194J, and fought for Djebel Naemia, from 
22-25 March. The division then fought to break through positions barring the road to Gabes, 
from 29 March-1 April 1943. 

The 1st began to follow-up the retreating German-Italian forces in Tunisia, on 6 April 
194J. Nothing much further happened in the 1st Armored's zone of attack until 23 April. 
At this time, the lst be~vancing toward the general direction of Mateur. On 28 April 
1943, the 1st Armored had one of its two Medal of Honor winners of the war, Private Nicholas 
Minue, near Medjez-el-Bab, Tunisia. Private Minue had been born in Poland. 

When his company was held up by flanking fire from an enemy machinegun nest, he voluntar
ily, alone, and without hesitating, charged the enemy position with fixed ba.yonet. Under 
withering machinegun and rifle fire he killed ten enemy soldiers. After completely destroy
ing this position, Pvt Minue continued forward, routing enemy riflemen from dugout positions 
until he was fatally wounded. His inspiring courage and aggressiveness were key factors in 
routing the enemy from his company's entire sector. 

The 1st Armored then helped support the )4th Infantry Division's assault on Hill 609, and 
then, after hard fighting, took Hills 315 and 299 by 3 May 1943. This was followed by more 
heavy fighting to take Djebel Achtel, 6-9 May. Ferryville was entered on the 7th, and the 
Axis forces in Tunisia surrendered on 13 May 1943, with the lst Armored taking over 23,000 
prisoners. The Tunisian campaign had cost the 1st Armored 550 men dead, and numerous men 
captured and missing. 

The 1st Armored rested during the Sicilian campaign, and elements then took pa.rt in the 
desperate fighting at the Salerno beachhead in Italy, in September 1943. 

On 1 November 1943, the remainder of the division left North Africa for Italy. After 
landing , it was placed in reserve near Capua. 

In December 1943, elements of the 1st fought near the Rapido River. 
Then, from 4-8 January 1944, there occurred the ba.ttle for Monte Porchia. At 7:30 P.M., 

4 January 1944, the two assault battalions of the 6th Armored Infantry Regiment, supported 
by tanks, moved out. They had to cross two miles of flat terrain before even reaching the 
line of departure for the attack! 

A murderous artillery and mortar barrage fell upon the advancing Americans. During this 
slaughter, Father Arthur L. Lenaghan, chaplain of the regiment, crawled out repeatedly to 
drag ba.ck wounded and dying men until he was killed, himself. The attack collapsed. 

It was resumed on 6 January, when the crest of Monte Porchia was taken, then lost, re
taken, and then held despite furious counterattacks by pa.rt of the ubiquitous Hermann Goring 
Panzer Division. The Americans held on under very heavy pressure. When the regiment was 
relieved on 12 January 1944, it had lost some 500 men killed or wounded, but had inflicted 
heavy casualties on the Germans. For this action the entire 6th Armored Infantry Regiment 
was awarded the Distinguished Unit Citation. 

In late-January-early-February 1944, elements of the 1st Armored helped support the J4th 
Infantry Division's assault on Cassino, and sustained heavy casualties. 

Soon after, Old Ironsides began arriving at the Anzio beachhead. The 1st Armored had a 
vital role in this bitter, drawn-out affair. 

After preliminary attacks, the Germans launched an all-out offensive, beginning 16 Feb
ruary 1944, to eliminate the Allied beachhead, The U.S. 45th and British ,56th Infantry 



Divisions in the center of the line were forced back in furious fighting. Casualties on 
both sides mounted by the hour. 

After frantically regrouping during the night, the Germans came on again the following 
day, and the most desperate kind of combat occurred all along the line. The Germans out
numbered their opponents at the beachhead, and there was every possibility that they would 
drive the Allies into the sea, the situation was that critical. The Germans had driven an 
ever widening wedge into the center of the Allied line, and this had to be eliminated be
fore it was too late. 

It was 6:JO A.M., 19 February 1944, a day never to be forgotten. A tremendous artillery 
l:arrage struck the German wedge. Then the 1st Armored attacked. As the tanks and infantry 
advanced out of the Padiglione Woods, and up the blood-drenched "Bowling Alley", the fate 
of over 100,000 men was with them. They kept driving and nothing could stop them. Men fell 
into the mud or were blown to bits. Tanks exploded and burned, but others kept blasting the 
Germans, who wavered, and then finally fell l:ack. The crisis was over. The 1st Armored 
Division had saved the Anzio beachhead. 

After extensive patrol actions and trench warfare which recalled scenes from World War I, 
the Allies finally began an all-out offensive to bust out of the beachhead, commencing on 
2J May 1944. For the next.JJ_days the 1st Armored was involved in very heavy combat, but 
Rome was finally entered on 4 June 1944. Old Ironsides moved slowly through the streets 
pa.eked with deliriously happy people. It was one of the division's proudest moments. 

But the 1st Armored didn't long-linger in the "eternal city." By 8 June 1944, it had 
cleared an area 25 miles north of the city, including Viterbo. On this day the division 
was placed in Army reserve, and went into bivouac near Lake Bracciano. After a short rest, 
the 1st led a corps-sized attack north toward the Arno River, on 22 June 1944. After some 
protracted and bloody fighting the 1st Armored reached the Cecina River, and· Highway 68, by 
7 July 1944, an advance of about 40 miles. The Rome-Arno campaign cost the 1st Armored some 
JOO men killed in action or died of wounds. 

The 1st Armored,soon after, moved to Bolgheri, where it was reorganized into a more mod
ern type of armored formation. 

By early-September 1944, the 1st Armored had run up against the German Gothic Line, and 
it was rough, bitter, slugging, difficult combat in the northern Apennines throughout most 
of the remainder of September, and most of October 1944. This period was marked by unusu
ally inclement weather-cold and with heavy rains. Another winter wasn't far off. On 27 
October 1944, the exhausted U.S. 5th Army halted its offensive. The truth was clear and 
bitter. The war in Italy would last through another winter. 

Action, for the most pa.rt, consisted of dangerous patrolling actions, and shivering in 
the mountains. However, there were some significant actions in Italy during that long, 
hard winter. 

The elite U.S. 10th Mountain Division and the Brazilian 1st Infantry Division had begun 
a brilliant, local, limited attack on 19 February 1945. On the next day, the 1st Armored 
relieved the South African 6th Armored Division, and supported the American mountaineers' 
advance by capturing Carviaro and Salvaro. 

Then, except for some limited actions, the front remained static again as ·spring approa
ched, and the Allies got ready for an all-out offensive. 

The assault commenced, for the 5th Army, on 14 April 1945. The Germans in Italy were al
most "kaput'', but they didn't seem to know it. The fighting was just as hot and heavy as 
many of the earlier battles in Italy. But, one by one the mountain peaks, roadblocks, and 
villages were cleared in intensive fighting. The Allies, pent-up after long months in the 
mountains, couldn't be stopped. The Germans used everything from self-propelled guns to 
rifles against the men of the 1st Armored. German tanks appeared and on 19 April 194j, CCA 
lost 8 tanks. On this same day CCB reached the Samoggia Valley. On 20 April, it cleared 
Monte Ombraro, while CCA slashed north. During the next three days the 1st Armored took 
J.,800 POWs. 

On 23 April 1945, the 1st crossed the Po River, as the fighting once again increased in 
tempo. Fanning out to the west, CCA took Brescia, against fierce opposition, and then Ber
gamo and Como. 25 April 1945, was the lst Armored's bloodiest day of this entire offensive. 



However, by the 27th, the division had reached the Swiss frontier. Thousands of prisoners 
now streamed into overcrowded 1st Armored POW compounds, and on 28 April 1945, the entire 
German 2J2nd Infantry Division surrendered en masse to the lst. 

The cities of Cremona and Milan fell, and elements of the division.were driving for the 
French border, near Cigliano, when the Germans in Italy gave up on 2 May 1945. 

Except for the )4th Infantry Division, the 1st Armored had more combat time in the Medit
erranean Theater than any other U.S. unit in the war. 

The 1st Armored then became pa.rt of the Army of Occupa.tion, but thousands of its combat 
veterans soon returned. to the United States. 

Honors: Congressional Medals of Honor~2 
Distinguished Unit Citations~; * 
Distinguished Service Crosses~l 
Silver Stars 794 

Casualties: Total Battle Deaths~l,907 
Killed In Action 1,623 
Wounded 6, 302 
Missing 216 
Captured 518 
Total Casualties 8,659 

* One to the entire 6th Armored Infantry Regiment~Monte Porchia, Italy --
Other 1st Armored Division Medal of Honor winners in World War II: 

2nd Lt Thomas W. Fowler,* 23 May 1944, near Carano, Italy 

Killed in action * 

The lst Armored Division replaced the 4th Armored Division in Germany, in 1971, and is still 
stationed there, as of this writing. (J November 1990) 
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lST ARMORED DIVISION "Old Ironsides" 

NOVEMBER 1942 

8 Nov lllllllllllllllll+llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll 
111111111111111111111 91~189*men 

10 Nov 111 
11 Nov 11 
2.5 Nov l 
26 Nov 1111 
27 Nov l 
28 Nov 1111 
29 Nov 111 

1 

\ 

JO Nov 1 f 
110 

DECEMBER l.942 

l Dec 1 
2 Dec 111111111111 12 
J Dec 11111 
4 Dec 11 
6 Dec 111111 
7 Dec 1111111 

10 Dec 111111 
11 Dec 11 
12 Dec 1 
28 Dec 11 
JO Dec 1 

45 



2 wwr;r 

JANUARY 194 J 
5 Jan 1 

17 Jan 1 
22 Jan 11 
2) Jan 1 
24 Jan 11 
JO Jan 11111 
31 Jan 111111111 9 

21 

lST ARMORED DIVISION "Old Ironsides" 

FEBRUARY 1943 

, 1 Feb 111111111111 12 
2 Feb 1111 
3 Feb 11 
4 Feb 11 
5 Feb 1 

12 Feb 1 
13 Feb 1 
14 Feb 1111111111111111111111111111111 Jl 
15 Feb 111111111111111111111111 24 
16 Feb 11 
17 Feb 1111 
18 Feb 1 
19 Feb 11 
20 Feb 11 
21 Feb 11 
22 Feb 1 
24 Feb 1 
26 Feb 1 
27 Feb 1 

95 

MARCH 1943 

10 Mar 1 
14 ~r l 
15 Mar 1 
20 Mar 11 
21 Mar 1111 
22 Mar 11 
23 Mar 1111 
24 3111111 
25 Ma 11111 
26 Ma 11 
27 Mar 1 
28 Mar 111 
29 Mar 11 
JO Mar l 
Jl Mar 1111111 7 

42 

AHUL 1943 

1 Apr 11111111 8 
2 Apr 111 
J Apr 1 
4 Apr 1 
9 Apr 1 

10 Apr 1 
11 Apr 1 
12 Apr 111 
lJ Apr 1 
18 Apr 1 
22 Apr 1 
2J Apr 11111 
24 Apr 1 
25 Apr 11111 
26 Apr 11 
27 A pr 1111111 
28 Apr lU 
29 Apr 11111 
JO A pr 1111111 

57 



J WWI.I 

MAY l~J 

1 May 1 
2 May 11 
J May 11111 
4 May 1 
6 May 111111111 9 
7 May 11111 
8 May 11111 
9 May 11 

JO 

lST ARMORED DIVISION "Old Ironsides" 

JANUARY l~ 

,2 Jan 11 
J Jan 11 
4 Jan 1111 
5 Jan 111111111111111111111 21 
6 Jan 111111111111111111111 21 
7 Jan 1111111 
8 Jan 1111 
9 Jan 1 

10 Jan 11 
11 Jan 11 
12 Jan 1 
lJ Jan 1 
15 Jan 11 
16 Jan 1 
27 Jan 1 
28 Jan 1 
29 Jan 1111 
JO Jan 11111 
Jl Jan 11111111111 11 

9J 

FEBRUARY l~ 

1 Feb 1111 
2 Feb 1 
J Feb 111 
5 Feb 1 
6 Feb 1 
7 Feb 1 
9 Feb 1 

10 Feb 1 1 \t 
12 Feb 1 
14 Feb 1 
15 Feb 1 
17 Feb 1111 
18 Feb 11111 
19 Feb 1111111111 10 
20 Feb 11111111 8 
21 Feb 111 
22 Feb 11 
24 Feb 1111 
26 Feb 1 
27 Feb 1 
28 Feb 11 

56 

MARCH 1~ 
1 Mar 11 
2 Mar 1 
4 Mar 11 
6 Mar 111 
9 Mar 11 

10 Mar 11111 
11 Mar 11111 
12 Mar 1 
lJ Mar 1 
14 Mar 11 
18 Mar 11111 
2J Mar 1 
26 Mar 11 

J2 

APRIL l~ 

5 Apr l 
12 Apr l 
20 Apr 11 
21 Apr 11 
2) Apr 1 

7 



4 WWII 

MAY 1944 

1 May 1 
6 May 11 

11 May 1 
13 May 111 
18 May 11 
19 May 1 
21 May 1 
22 May 1 
2J May 11111111111111111111 20 
24 May 1111111111 10 
25 May 11111111111111111 17 
26 May 11111111111 11 
27 May 111111 
28 May 11111111 8 
29 May 111111111111 12 
JO May 1111111111111111 16 
Jl May 1111111111 10 

122 

lST ARMORED DIVISION "Old Ironsides" 

JUNE 1944 

1 June 111 
2 June 111 
J June 11111 
4 June 1111111 
5 June 111 
7 June 11 
8 June 11 

11 June 1 
17 June 1 
20 June 1 
21 June 11 
22 June 11111 
23 June 11 
24 June 11111111 8 
25 June 111111111 9 
26 June 111111 
27 June 1111111 
28 June 111111 
29 June 1 
JO June 111 

77 

JULY 1944 

1 July 1111111111 10 
2 July 11111~11111 11 
J July 1 
5 July 111111111111 12 
6 July 1111111111 10 
7 July 111111111 9 
9 July l 

10 July 1 I I 

11 July 111 \ 
12 July 11111 ' 
15 July 1 
17 July 1 
28 July 1 

66 

AlK;UST 1944 

2 Aug 1 
10 Aug 11 
12 Aug 11 
15 Aug 1 
20 Aug 1 
21 Aug l 
22 Aug 11 
2J Aug 11 
24 Aug 11 
25 Aug 111111111 9 
26 Aug 111 
Jl Aug 11 

28 



5 WW~! 

lST ARMORED DIVISION "Old Ironsides" 

SEPI'EMBER 1944 

1 Sept 11 
2 Sept 11 
4 Sept 1 
8 Sept 1 

12 Sept 1 
lJ Sept 1 
17 Sept 1111 
18 Sept 111 
19 Sept 111 
20 Sept 1 
22 Sept 11 
2J Sept 1 
24 Sept 1 
27 Sept 11 
JO Sept 111 

28 

OCTOBER 1944 

J Oct 1 
4 Oct 1 
7 Oct 1 

10 Oct 1111 
lJ Oct 111 
14 Oct 1111 
1.5 Oct 1 
17 Oct 1111111 7 
18 Oct 1111 
21 Oct 1 
24 Oct 111 
29 Oct 1 
JO Oct 11 
Jl Oct 1111 

37 

lST ARMORED DIVISION'S 

NOVEMBER 1944 

1 Nov 11 
2 Nov 1 
J Nov 1 
.5 Nov 11 
7 Nov 11 

28 Nov 1 
JO Nov 1 

10 

DECEMBER 1944 

.5 Dec 1 
10 Dec l 
11 Dec 1 
12 Dec 1 
1.5 Dec 1 

5 

*bloodiest day·-------o November 1942 
bloodiest month May 1944 
2nd bloodiest day 14 February 1943 
Jrd " " " 1.5 February 194 3 
4th " " " 5 and 6 January 1944 
5th " " " 23 May 1944 and 2.5 April 194.5 

Total l:attle deaths----1,907 
1,0.53 are listed=.5.5.Z' XIA-1,623 

MARCH 194.5 

8 Marl 
9 Marl 

12 Mar l 
15 Mar 1111 
2J Mar 111 
24 Mar l 
25 Mar 111 
28 Mar 1 I I 

Jl Mar 11 ~ 
17 

APRIL 194.5 

4 Apr l 
14 Apr 11 
1.5 Apr 11 
16 Apr 1 
19 A pr 111111 
20 Apr 111 
21 A pr 111111 
22 Apr 1111111 
2J Apr 1111 
24 Apr 11111111111 11 
25 Apr 11111111111111111111 20 
26 Apr 11 
27 Apr 1 
28 Apr 111 
29 Apr 1 

70 

MAY 194.5 

1 May 1 
4 May 1 
5 Hay 1 
6 May 1 

Jl May 1 

5 



2ND ARMORED DIVISION "Hell On Wheels" 

Regular Army 

Activated-15 July 1940 

Returned To United States-~nuary 1946 

Battle Credits, World War II: Morocco Tunisia Sicily Normandy 
Northern France-Belgium Siegfried Line Ardennes 
Rhineland Ruhr Pocket North-Central Germany 

Commanding Generals (During Combat, WW II): 
Maj-Gen Ernest N. Harmon 
Maj-Gen Hugh J. Gaffey 
Maj-Gen Edward H. Brooks 
Maj-Gen Ernest N. Harmon 
Maj-Gen Isaac D. White 

July 1942-April 1943 
May 1943-April 1944 
April--September 1944 
September 1944-January 1945 
January-August 1945 

Coml::at Chronicle: The 2nd Armored Division, after its activation, soon made Ft. Benning, 
Georgia, its home grounds under that master of armored tactics, General George s. Patton. 
Patton would later command the entire 7th Army in Sicily, with the 2nd Armored a pa.rt of 
that army. After extensive maneuvers in the United States, including those in Tennessee 
and the Carolinas, the 2nd Armored eventually shipped out directly to North Africa. 

The 2nd Armored first saw action in the North African invasion of 8 November 1942. Its 
three combat commands were split-up, supporting various elements of the 3rd and 9th Infan
try Divisions in the landings on the west coast of French Morocco. Two landings were made 
at Fedala and Port Lyautey, above Casablanca, while the third was made at Safi, 140 miles 
below (south) of that city. 

The worst resistance was at Port Lyautey, where pa.rt of the division supported the 60th 
Infantry Regiment, 9th Infantry Division. The 4lst Armored Infantry, in conjunction with 
the 6oth Infantry, engaged a French regiment which put up a stiff fight throughout the 
first two days. With the disastrous defeat of their tank forces, however, the French inf
antry gave way and retreated to safer positions in the hills. The French agreed to a cease
fire on 11 November 1942. The problem with the French, had been faulty leadership at the 
very top. 

The 2nd Armored then helped guard the Spanish Moroccan frontier against a possible int_
ervention by Sps.in, but, fortunately, this never occurred. 

Part of the 2nd Armored later saw action in the spring of 1943, at Beja, Tunisia. 
As a whole, the 2nd Armored first saw combat on Sicily, July-August 1943. Elements 

were landed on the very first day, 10 July 1943, in time to help the infantry beat back 
attacks on the beachhead by the Hermann Goring Panzer Division. 

Although the rugged terrain on Sicily wasn't ideally suited for armored warfare, the div
ision, nevertheless, contributed importantly in defeating the Germans and Italians in the 
western part of the large island. 

On 15 July 1943, the 2nd assembled at Campobello, and then followed the general advance 



to exploit breakthroughs. The 2nd Armored was committed into action, 22 July 194.3, and 
drove rapidly to the outskirts of Palermo. 

Altogether, losses of the 2nd Armored were not nearly as heavy as could ha.ve been. In 
both North Africa and Sicily, the division sustained losses of 110 men killed in action or 
died of wounds, and 244 wounded. Very few men were captured. 

After Sicily, the 2nd Armored was shipped to England for a lengthy stay before the in
vasion of Normandy, 6 June 1944. 

The 2nd went in to action near Caren tan, Normandy, France, a few days after the first 
D-Day landings. Combat Command A and elements of the lOlst Airborne Division soon launch
ed a highly skilled and co-ordinated attack at dawn on lJ June 1944, taking the unsuspect
ing Germans, who ha.d no knowledge of American tanks in the area .completely ... by surprise. 

It was in Normandy tha.t the 2nd Armored first encountered the deadly hedgerows. Usual
ly 10-12 feet high with seemingly impenetrable growths of vegetation, the problem was even
tually solved by employing a maximum of artillery on a given area, and, later, by the use 
of tank-dozers~tanks fitted with a huge bulldozer-like blade in the front. 

Despite the difficult terrain, the force of the attack overwhelmed the Germans who att
empted to resist by tying snipers into trees to delay the advance of the infantry who were 
following the tanks. The...~rs were quickly disposed of by men with Browning Automatic 
Rifles (BARs) who sprayed-the trees with bullets. By nightfall, the Germans had been hurl
ed back with a loss of more than 500 dead. Only two Germans were captured. The 2nd Arm
ored lost only 8 men killed and 45 wounded. 

On 15 June 1944, in another terrific battle, the 2nd killed or wounded hundreds more of 
the enemy, with only moderate losses to themselves. The Germans were really feeling the 
power of Hell On Wheels. 

During the next fortnight, the division moved into the vicinity of Balleroy, where plans 
and training were kept at peak efficiency. There were numerous brushes with the enemy, un
til 17 July 1944. At this time the 2nd Armored was relieved by the British 5oth Brigade, 
and returned to an assembly area north of Cerisy Forest. 

In the vital breakthrough west of St. LO, commencing on 25 July 1944, the 2nd and Jrd 
Armored Divisions spearheaded the way, beating off German flanking attacks. It was during 
this intense fighting that the 2nd Armored had one of its three Medal of Honor winners of 
the war, Sergeant Hulon B. Whittington, 4lst Armored Infantry, near Grimesnil, France, 
29 July 1944. 

On the night of 29 July 1944, during an enemy armored attack, Sgt Whittington, a squad 
leader, assumed command of his platoon when both the platoon leader and sergeant became 
missing in action. 

He reorganized the defense and, under fire, courageously crawled between gun positions 
to check the actions of his men. When the Germans attempted to penetrate a roadblock, he 
mounted a tank and, by shouting through the turret, directed it into position to fire 
point-blank at the leading Mark V German tank. The destruction of this leading tank block
ed all movement of the remaining enemy colwnm consisting of over 100 vehicles of a p!.n.Zer 
unit. The blocked vehicles were then destroyed by grenades, bazooka, tank, and artillery 
fire, and large numbers of enemy personnel were wiped out in a bold and resolute bayonet 
charge inspired by Sgt Whittington. When the medical aid man became a casualty, the ser
geant personally administered first aid to his wounded men. 

The dynamic leadership and inspiring courage of Sgt Whittington were in keeping with the 
highest traditions of the U.S. armed forces. 

The Germans continued to counterattack with the 2nd and 116th Panzer and J6Jrd Infantry 
Divisions. One enemy counterthrust, employing 40 tanks with supporting infantry, was beat
en back in a lJ-hour battle at the Villebaudon crossroads, west of Tessy-sur-Vire. JO 
July 1944, was the 2nd Armored's bloodiest day in combat of the war, but heavy fighting 
continued through Jl July, as the 2nd Armored prevented the Germans from disrupting the en
tire breakthrough. Tessy was captured on 1 August. 

The 2nd Armored, in severe fighting from 7-13 August 1944, helped stop a dangerous Ger
man counterblow near Mortain. The division then began streaming across northern France. 



On 19 August 1944, the 2nd Armored attacked west of Drewc:, France, to cut German forces 
off from the Seine, between Paris and Elbeuf. The 2nd reached Le Neubourg, 23 August, and 
resumed the advance on JO August, reaching positions northwest of Ca.mbrai, l September. 

On lJ September 1944, Combat Command A crossed the Albert Canal, in Belgium. Combat 
Command B crossed the canal at Meerseen, 15 September, but its bridgehead was subjected to 
heavy German fire the following day. The Germans were then forced ba.ck to Sittard, in ex
treme southeast Holland, and Sittard was taken on 18 September 1944. The 2nd Armored then 
effected a breakthrough, and drove to Gangelt, but a strong German counterattack restored 
their lines on the 19th. The 2nd Armored then took up defensive positions near Geilenkirchen 
This was in the Siegfried Line area in extreme western Germany. 

The 2nd then attacked on J October 1944, as it crossed the WUrm River, at Marienberg, to 
expand the JOth Infantry Division's bridgehead. CCB attacked from Ueba.ch the next day, and 
suffered heavy tank losses, being reinforced by CCA. CCB was then stopped short of Geilen
kirchen, in heavy fighting, on 6 October 1944. 

The 2nd Armored then fought through heavy combat at Baesweiler and Oidtweiler, to attack 
in the ba.ttle of the Aachen Gap, 'at Wurselen, starting on lJ October 1944. 

After rest and maintenance, the 2nd Armored next attacked on 16 November 1944, as pa.rt 
of the assault to the Roer-~. This was some of the most bitter fighting of the war for 
the 2nd Armored. The Germans threw heavy artillery and mortar barrages at the advancing 
Americans, and the 2nd lost numerous tanks and personnel amid the increasingly cold and 
rainy weather. On 17 November 1944, the Germans mounted another vicious counterattack, and 
the fighting was bloody and hard. · 

Against continued very strong enemy resistance, the 2nd kept on attacking and took the 
town of Apweiler. The division then held this town against yet another German counterattack, 
18-19 November 1944. 

The 2nd Armored renewed its attacks in heavy rain, 20 November 1944, and CCA fought a 
bitter battle for Merzenhausen from 22-27 November. 27 November 1944, was a very costly day 
for both sides. CCA then took Barmen, and reached the Roer on 28 November. The 2nd then 
took up defensive positions along the Roer, until released as a result of the German count
eroffensive in the Ardennes, beginning on 16 December 1944. 

Sent racing back into Belgium, the 2nd Armored held Celles, on Christmas Day, 1944, again
st heavy attacks by its numerical counterpart, the crack 2nd Panzer Division. In fact, Hell 
On Wheels stopped the western-most German thrust in the Bulge battle. It turned back the 
2nd Panzer only 4 mil9s from the Meuse River, a major German objective. At this time, the 
weather was very foggy and misty in this area, and most ironically, the German armored out
fit had run out of fuel for its tanks, failing to detect a. fuel dump only a. few hundred 
yards off in the distance. This was a big turning point in the Battle of the Bulge. The 
2nd Panzer Division suffered very heavy losses in tanks and personnel, and finally limped 
back toward the Siegfried Line, only a shadow of its former self. 

When the U.S. 1st Army rallied from the massive German assault and began to force the 
enemy back, the counteroffensive was spearheaded by the 2nd Armored. Slipping and slugging 
forward in the deep snow, the men of the division were the first to link-up with units from 
the Jrd Army, near Houffalize, Belgium, in mid-January 194.5. 

After rest and rehabilitation the last half of January-throughout February 1945, the 2nd 
Armored attacked again on 28 February 194j. It crossed the Cologne Plain in heavy fighting 
and assaulted across the Nord Canal. The 2nd Armored's ::µi.rt in this offensive was concluded 
when the division took Verdingen, on the Rhine. 

The 2nd crossed the Rhine~ 27 March 1945, and relieved the 17th Airborne Division on 29 
March. In a great enveloping maneuver, the 2nd then raced across the northern edge of the 
Ruhr to link-up with the Jrd Armored Division near Lippstadt. This feat closed a huge trap 
on JJ0,000 German troops. 

Leaving the huge pocket to other divisions, the 2nd Armored dashed to the east, and was 
the first American outfit to reach the Elbe River, at Schonebeck, on 11 April 1945. 

Then, near the city of Magdeburg, the Germans, throwing in fresh troops, suddenly stiff
ened, and fiercely counterattacked the bridgehead the 2nd was attempting to throw over the 
wide river• The Germans also blew up a. bridge in this area., some of the Americans were 



trapped. on the far side of the river, and, altogether, suffered around JOO casualties at 
the Elbe, in this local setl:ack. Most of the men were captured. with some 20 being killed 
in action. 

The 2nd Armored then helped the Joth Infantry Division clear Magdeburg in 24 hours of 
coml:at. 

Elements of the division were then sent ba.ck westward to help destroy the Von Kl.ause
witz Panzer Division, while the rest of the outfit maintained its positions on the west 
l:ank of the Elbe. The Russians were then soon contacted. 

In July 1945, the 2nd Armored Division entered Berlin-the first American unit to en
ter the German capital~a fitting tribute to one of the finest formations in the ETO. 

Honors: Congressional Medals of Honor-) 
Distinguished Unit Citations~lJ 
Distinguished Service Crosses~2J 
Silver Stars 2,)02 

Casualtiess Total Battle Deaths-1,456 
Killed In Action 1,200 
Wounded 5,757 
Missing 60 
Captured 266 
Total Casualties 7,283 

Other 2nd Armored DivisiOti"l'l'eaal of Honor winners in World War II: 

Captain James M. Burt, 66th Amd Inf, lJ October 1944, near Wurselen, Germany 
Sergeant Gerry H. Kisters, Jl July 1943, near Gagliano, Sicily 

The 2nd Armored Division's home l:ase is at Fort Hood, Texas, with elements in Germany, 
as of this writing. (27 September 1990) 



1 . WWII 

NOVEMBER 1942 

8 Nov 111 
9 Nov 1 

16 Nov 1 

5 

DECEMBER 1942 

7 Dec 1 
22 Dec 11 

J 

2ND ARMORED DIVISION "Hell On Wheels" 

JULY 194) 
' 10 July 1 

11 July 11111111111111 14 
12 July 11111 
lJ July 1 
14 July 1 
16 July 1 
17 July 11 
18 July 1 
21 July 11 
22 July 1 

29 

JUNE 1944 

6 June 1 
9 June 11111111 8 

11 June 1111 
lJ June 111 
14 June 1 
15 June 11111 
16 June 111 
19 June 1 

26 

JULY 1944 

J July 11 
5 July 111 
6 July 1 

1) July 11 
14 July 11 
15 July 11 
171 .Iuly 1 
27\July 1111111111111 
28 ~uly 11111111111111111111 20 
29 July 111111111111111111 18 
JO July 11111111111111111111111111111111 JZ-* 
Jl July 11111111 8 approx. 

102 5.5Jtmen 



2 WWII 

AUGUST 1944 

1 Aug 11111 
2 Aug 11111111 8 
J Aug 1111111 
4 Aug 1111111111111111111111 22 
5 Aug 111111111 9 
6 Aug 11111111111111111111111 2J 
7 Aug 1111 
8 Aug 1111111111 10 
9 Aug 111 

10 Aug 111111111 9 
11 Aug 1111111111 10 
12 Aug 111111111 9 
lJ Aug 11111111111 11 
14 Aug 11 
15 Aug 1 
18 Aug 1 
19 Aug 1 
20 Aug 11111 
21 Aug 1 
22 Aug 11111111111 11 
2J Aug 111111111111 12 
24 Aug 1111 
25 Aug 1111111111 10 
26 Aug 11 
27 Aug 1 
Jl Aug 111 

184 

2ND ARMORED DIVISION .. Hell On Wheels" 

SEPI'EMBER 1944 

2 Sept 11 
J Sept 1 
5 Sept 1 
7 Sept 1 

lJ Sept 11 
14 Sept 1 
15 Sept 11 
16 Sept 1111111 
17 Sept 111 
18 Sept 111 
19 Sept 111 
20 Sept 1 
23 Sept 11 
24 Sept 11 
29 Sept 1 

32 

OCTOBER 1944 

4 Oct 111 
5 Oct 11111111 8 
6 Oct 1111111111111111111111111 25 
7 Oct 111111111111 12 
8 Oct 111111 
9 Oct 111 

10 Oct 1 
11 Oct 1 

1:{2 Oct 11111 
~J Oct 11 
15 Oct 11 
16 Oct 1 
19 Oct 1 
24 Oct 1 
27 Oct 11 
28 Oct 1 

74 



J , WWII 

NOVEMBER 1944 

5 Nov 1 
15 Nov 1 
16 Nov 1111 
17 Nov 1111111111111111111111 22 
18 Nov 11111 
19 Nov 1111 
20 Nov 111111 
22 Nov 11 
2) Nov 11111111 8 
24 Nov 111 
26 Nov 1 
27 Nov 111111111111111111111111 24 
28 Nov 11 
29 Nov 1 

84 

2ND ARMORED DIVISION "Hell On Wheels" 

DECEMBER 1944 

2 Dec 111 
J Dec 1 

18 Dec 1 
21 Dec 1 
25 Dec 1111 
26 Dec 11111111 8 
27 Dec 11111111 8 
28 Dec 111 
29 Dec 1111 
Jl Dec 1 

Y+ 

JANUARY 1945 
J Jan 11111111111111111 17 
4 -Jan 111111 
5 Jan 111111 
6 Jan 11111111 8 
7 Jan 111111 
8 Jan 1111 
9 Jan 111111 1 t 

10 Jan 1111 J 
11 Jan 11 
12 Jan 11111111 
lJ Jan 1 
14 Jan 111 
15 Jan 1 

?J 

FEBRUARY 1945 
5 Feb 1 

lJ Feb 1 
28 Feb 11111111111111 14 

16 



4 WWII 

2ND ARMORED DIVISIOO "Hell On Wheels" 

MARCH 1945 
1 Mar 111111111111 12 

I 

2 Mar 111111111111111111 18 
J Mar 11111 
4 Mar 1 
6 Mar 11 
8 Mar 1 

28 Mar 1 
29 Mar 1 
JO Mar 1 
Jl Mar 11111 

47 

2ND ARMORED DIVISION'S 

APRIL 1945 
1 Apr 111 
2 Apr 11111 
J Apr 111111 
4 Apr l 
5 Apr 111 
6 Apr 11111 
8 Apr l 

10 A pr 11111111 8 
11 Apr l 
12 Apr 1 
lJ Apr 1111 
14 Apr 1111 
15 Apr 1 
16 Apr 11 
17 Apr 11 
26 Apr l 

48 

*bloodiest day-------JO July 1944 
bloodiest month August 1944 
2nd bloodiest day 6 October 1944 
Jrd bloodiest day 27 November 1944 
Total bl.ttle deaths 1,456 
758 are listed=.52·°" KIA-1,200 

MAY 1945 
14 May 1 

l 



JRD ARMORED DIVISION "Spearhead" 

Regular Army 

Activated-15 April 1941 

Inactivated-10 November l~j-JOn Europe 

Reactivated-15 July 1947 

Battle Credits, World War II: 

Days In Combat-231 

Normandy 
Ardennes 

Commanding Generals (During Combat, WW II): 

Northern France-Belgium 
Rhineland Ruhr Pocket 

Siegfried Line 
Central Germany 

Maj-Gen Leroy H. Watson 
Maj-Gen Maurice Rose * 
Brig-Gen Doyle o. Hickey 

August 1942-August 1944 
August 1944-31 March 1945 
April-June 1945 

Combat Chronicle: The )rd Armored Division was activated at Camp Beauregard, Louisiana, 
in April 1941. After intensive training in the United States, including maneuvers in the 
Mojave Desert, in southern California, the division eventually left Camp Kilmer, New Jer
sey, for embarkation from New York harbor, on 5 September 1943. 

The )rd Armored underwent more intensive training in England. 
In Normandy, France, the Jrd Armored entered combat on 29 June 1944, against the Vill

ers-Fossard salient northeast of St. Le. 
Among the Jrd Armored's first opponents was the crack German 6th Parachute Regiment. 

The inexperienced division suffered heavy casualties at the hands of these tough paratroop
ers, until it became a battle-hardened outfit. 

There was a slight break in the action for the )rd Armored until 8 July 1944. At that 
time, the )rd seized the Haut-Vents crossroads after heavy combat, by the 11th. The )rd 
Armored then fought defensive actions and maintained its positions until 26 July 1944. On 
this day, Combat Command B passed through the 1st Infantry Division to take Marigny. This 
was pa.rt of the major U.S. breakthrough west of St. Le. 

CCA continued the offensive by forcing a crossing of the Sienne River, at Gavray, on JO 
July 1944. In this breakout phase a number of first-rate German divisions were badly maul
ed as they desperately attempted to fight-off the American onslaught. 

Then, in the early morning hours of 7 August 1944, the Germans launched a very strong 
counterblow in the vicinity of Mortain, the hardest thrust falling upon the JOth Infantry 
Division. In this attack the Germans were employing four of their very best divisions~ 
the lst and 2nd SS Panzer and 2nd and 116th Panzer. Several U.S. units were quickly maneu
vered into the area to help out the hard-pressed 30th Division, and one of these was CCB 
of the Jrd Armored. Extremely heavy fighting developed, and for five days the battle sway
ed back and forth. Finally, on 13 August 1944, the Germans withdrew. 

In mid-August 1944, the Jrd Armored, battling 50 miles in 10 days against determined 
German resistance, helped trap 10,000 Germans in the Falaise-Argentan Gap. The Germans, 
including many SS troops, fought furiously to break out of this trap, and many succeeded. 



However, many more didn't, and the battlefield was littered with knocked out enemy tanks 
and other vehicles, dead horses---and men. The stench was overpowering. 

On 15 August, near Fromental, an SS patrol captured an officer and 4 other men from the 
703rd Tank Destroyer Batta.lion, and killed all but one man who escaped. This action turn
ed the Spearhead men into dedicated killers. 

The 3rd Armored was the spearhead of the 1st Army's drive across northern France, with 
the stalwarts of this army, the 1st and 9th Infantry Divisions, following in its wake. By 
Normandy standards action was not too heavy in most places, but there were plenty of vic
ious smaller fights. The 3rd Armored bowled across the Marne River, near Mieux, and pur
sued the enemy relentlessly, crossing the Aisne River, east of Soissons, on 29 August 1944. 
The speed of the American armor surprised the Germans. It was a blitzkrieg in reverse. 

To the Americans, however, who thought that the Germans were just about licked, the 
drive through northern France and into Belgium was something of a nightmare. The days and 
nights merged into one long stream of fatigue and weariness in the seemingly endless pur
suit. They followed the white roads all day long with their eyes streaming from the hot 
sun, wind, and dust. At night they drove in total blackout, and with the dubious knowledge 
that the enemy could be at any given point. All of this was overcome only by the sureness 
that the Germans were on the run. 

Near Mons, Belgium, the-~- Armored surprised a troop train full of Germans, and really 
shot it up, and captured f 0, 000 prisoners , including three German generals. 

Slashing deeper into Belgium, the 3rd Armored advanced through Charleroi and Namur, and 
captured the city of Liege, on 8 September 1944. Eupen fell on the 11th, and the Jrd Arm
ored staked a claim to being the first American troops to cross into Germany. The divis
ion breached the Siegfried Line at Rotgen, 12 September 1944 .. - Then· it swung to the north 
into the mining area around Stolberg, near Aachen, against heavy opposition. The Germans 
were far from being beaten. 

On 14 September 1944, CCA reached Eilendorf, a suburb of Aachen. The next day the 3rd 
Armored encountered the second belt of the Siegfried Line defenses. The 3rd suffered sev
ere tank losses on Geis berg Hill, and CCB took, but was then forced back out of, Mausbach. 
On the following day CCA was stopped in its advance on Stolberg, while CCB finally took 
Geis berg Hill, 17 September, but was then forced back off. 17 September 1944, was a very 
costly day for both sides. 

After fighting for Weissenberg and MGnsterbusch Hills, 18-20 September, Stolberg fin
ally fell on the 22nd. However, because of very heavy losses, the Jrd Armored then post
poned its Siegfried Line offensive any further, and used smoke screens to withdraw CCB 
from Donnerberg. 

October 1944, wasn't too bad for the 3rd Armored. It took pa.rt in one action of any 
significance during this month. Between 18-28 October 1944, the 3rd was committed to 
clearing the Lousberg Heights, and cutting the Aachen-Laurensberg Highway. Losses were 
not excessive in this operation. 

The Jrd Armored was next committed into the assault to the Roer River, commencing on 
16 November 1944. The division didn't have a lengthy participation in this operation, 
but, still, saw heavy fighting the first three days of the assault. 

Next, in a local attack, in conjunction with the 9th Infantry Division, the Jrd cleared 
to the west bank of the Roer, 10 December 1944, and took Geich on the next day. 

Then, the-Germans opened their all-out counteroffensive in the Ardennes on 16 December 
1944. The 3rd Armored was rushed into the northern side of the Bulge, teaming up with el
ements of the JOth Infantry Division. The Jrd bored in to meet a. large pa.rt of the elite 
1st SS "Leil::standarte" Panzer Division. A furious, fluctuating battle developed between 
these two expert and well-commanded fighting machines, and the casualties quickly mounted 
on both sides. CCB attacked Stoumont and La Gleize, 20 December 1944, while the rest of 
the Jrd Armored tried to secure the Manhay-Houffalize Road. The Jrd contained a German 
thrust at Hotton, but lost a. key road junction southeast of Manhay on 2J December, and the 
following day its roadblock at Belle Haie was reduced by the Germans. 

The German attacks continued on through Christmas Day. Part of the 2nd SS "Das Reich" 
Panzer Division and the 12th SS "Hitlerjiigend~ Panzer Division were also hurled at the 
Fighting 3rd Armored, and some of the most desperate fighting of the war occurred a.mid the 



wintry conditions of the Ardennes. But the lines held as casualties mounted into the 
hundreds. General Rose, the gallant division commander, remained cool and unshaken, even 
when a German V-1 "buzz bomb" landed only 100 yards from his jeep. But more American units 
arrived on the northern side of the salient, and the Germans were slowly, but surely, for
ced l::a.ck. The 3rd Armored had stood up against the best troops that Germany had left, and 
had fought them to a standstill. 

Going over to the attack the 3rd Armored assaulted Grandmenil on 26 December 1944, and 
CCA of the division recovered Sa.d.zot on 28 December. In bitter fighting the 3rd Armored 
then reduced a German salient west of Houffalize, by 20 January 1945. 

The Jrd Armored rested and recuperated during most of February 1945. 
ls soon as the 8th and 104th Infantry Divisions had established a bridgehead across the 

Roer, the )rd Armored commenced its assault, 26 Fehrua.ry 1945, by spearheading the attack 
on the big city of Cologne. 

With characteristic dash and vigor, the 3rd broke through the initial resistance and 
raced to the east. In two days it forced the difficult crossing of the Erft River, 27-28 
February 1945, and then defeated German counterattacks. The 3rd then swung across the 
northern end of the formidable Vorgebirge. This hill mass, pitted with a succession of 
open lignite mines and studded with slag heaps, ma.de maneuvering very difficult. Pressing 
the attack northeast, the:~Armored reached the Rhine, near Worringen, 4 March 1945, and 
was the first outfit to enter gutted, bombed-out Cologne the next day. The Germans fought 
furiously amid the ruins with 88mm guns, machineguns, pa.nzerfausts, and snipers. Neverthe
less, working with the 8th and 104th Infantry Divisions, the city was cleared in two days. 

The 3rd Armored next advanced across the Rhine on 23 March 1945, and into the expanding 
Remagen bridgehead. On 25 March, the division attacked east through the lst and 104th Inf
antry Divisions, brushing aside resistance, and pressed through the hilly and wooded area 
between the Sieg and Wied Rivers. Although enemy opposition was sharp and unrelenting, 
the 3rd seized Altenkirchen, and quickly forced a crossing of the Dill River, near Herborn. 
Marburg was then captured, 28 March 1945, and this action cut German communications in the 
Lahn River Valley. 

Beginning on 29 March 1945, the Spearhead Division, in an unprecedented drive, advanced 
90 road miles to the northeast in one 24-hour period. As it neared its objective, Pader
born, the )rd Armored became heavily engaged, and fought its way through fanatical resist
ance by enemy troops from the SS Panzer Replacement Training Center. 

During this action, General Rose was up front, as usual, when, near dusk on 31 March 
1945, he and his party were surprised by a big German tank which suddenly loomed in front 
of them. No one knows exactly what happened next-possibly General Rose reached for his 
.45~but suddenly the German tank commander fired his burp gun and the general fell for
ward dead. In the confusion and increasing darkness, several of the Gis escaped into the 
fields, while a number of others were captured. And so, the )rd Armored lost an outstand
ing commander. His place was taken by the very capable Brigadier-General Doyle o. Hickey. 

Continuing onward, while repelling counterattacks from all sides, the )rd captured Pad
erborn on 1 April. On this same day, a task force advanced to the west and made contact 
with the 2nd Armored Division at Lippstadt. Thus, a gigantic pincers movement was complet
ed, trapping some 330,000 German soldiers in the Ruhr. This sealed the doom of Nazi Ger
many, but some hard fighting still lay ahead. 

Crossing-the Weser River, on 5 April 1945, the 3rd Armored resumed its relentless pur
suit of the disintegrating German forces with another enveloping maneuver, this time around 
the Harz Mountains. The key towns of Duderstadt, Nordhausen, and Sangerhausen fell in rap
id succession. At Nordhausen, the )rd Armored got a good look at what Nazism really stood 
for, when the men went to the concentration camp near the town. Battle-hardened veterans 
became visibly sick at the sight of the living skeletons and the dead lying all a.round the 
place. 

After this unforgettable experience, the )rd drove further east toward Dessau, near 
where the Mulde River flows into the Elbe. The Germans threw in fresh troops and, from 
lJ-19 April 1945, very fierce fighting occurred between the 3rd Armored and these German 
troops, and the )rd suffered heavy casualties. Despite this, the sizeable town of Kothen 
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JRD ARMORED DIVISION 11Spearhead" 

JULY 1944 
8 July 11111 
9 July 1111111 

10 July 11111111 8 
11 July 11111111111111111 17 
12 July 111111 
lJ July 1111111 
14 July 11111 
15 July 111111 
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10 Aug 111111111111111111111111 25 
11 Aug 111111111111 12 
12 Aug 1 
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14 Aug 1111111 
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17 Aug 111111111111111111111111111111111 33* 
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29 Aug 111111111111 12 
JO Aug 111 
Jl Aug 1111111 
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was taken, and then the city of Dessau was cleared after two more days of fierce fighting, 
21-2:3 April 1945. Soon after, the :3rd Armored was relieved along the Mulde River, by the 
9th Infantry Division. 

During its time in coml:at the :3rd Armored captured. over 76,000 prisoners, and it had, 
by far, the most casualties of any American &rlllored division in the war. The :3rd Armored 
had really lived up to its motto .. Spea.rhea.d In The West." 

After extensive occuiational duty in Europe, the )rd Armored. was inactivated. there in 
November 1945, but then was later rea.ctiva.ted in July 1947, as a. Regular Army division. 

Honors: Congressional Medals of Honor-0 
Distinguished Unit Citations~? 
Distinguished Service Crosses--25 
Silver Stars 839 

Denotes Killed In Action * 

Casualties: Total Battle Deaths-2,J02 
Killed In Action 2,o4-J 
Wounded 7,160 
Missing lo4-
Captured. J66 
Total Casualties 9,67:3 

The Jrd Armored Division has been stationed in Germany for ma.ny years, and still is as 
of this writing. (27 Septeliiber 1990) 
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1 Sept 1111 
2 Sept 111111 
J Sept 1111111111111111111111 22 
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6 Sept 111 
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OCTOBER lg.,4 

l Oct 11 
2 Oct l 
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4 Oct 11 
5 Oct 11 
8 Oct 111 
9 Oct l 

10 Oct 11 
11 Oct 1 
lJ Oct 11 
16 Oct l 
17 Oct 111 
19 Oct 1111 
20 Oct 111 
22 Oct 1111 
23 Oct 1 
24 Oct 1. 
25 Oct 111 
29 Oct 111 
Jl Oct 1 
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NOVEMBER lg.,4 

2 Nov l 
J Nov 11 
6 Nov 11 
7 Nov l 
8 Nov 11 
9 Nov 111111 

lJ Nov 11 
14 Nov 11 1 t 

16 Nov 111111111\9 
17 Nov lllllllllillll 14 
18 Nov 1111 
19 Nov l 
20 Nov 1 
21 Nov 1 
24 Nov 11 
25 Nov 111 
JO Nov 1 
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DECEMBER lg.,4 

1 Dec 1 
5 Dec 11 
6 Dec 11 

10 Dec 111111111 9 
11 Dec 11111 
12 Dec 111111111111 12 
lJ Dec 11 
14 Dec l 
16 Dec 1 
18 Dec 11 
20 Dec 111111 
21 Dec 111111 
22 Dec 1111111 
2J Dec 11111111111111 14 
24 Dec 1111111111 10 
25 Dec 111111111111111 15 
26 Dec 111111 
27 Dec 1 
28 Dec 1111 
29 Dec 1 
JO Dec 1 
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JRD ARMORED DIVISION "Spearhead" 

JANUARY 194.5 

J Jan 1111111 
4 Jan 111111 
5 Jan 11111111 8 
6 Jan 1111111 
7 Jan 11111111111 11 
8 Jan 11111 
9 Jan 11 

10 Jan 111 
11 Jan 11111 
12 Jan 1 
13 Jan 111111111 9 
14 Jan 1111111111 10 
15 Jan 1111111111111 13 
16 Jan 111111 
17 Jan 111111 
18 Jan 111111 
19 Jan 1 
20 Jan 111 
21 Jan 1 
2.3 Jan 1 
25 Jan 1 
27 Jan 1 

112 

JRD ARMORED DIVISION'S 

FEBRUARY 1945 

, 26 Feb 1111111111111 13 
27 Feb 11111111111111111 17 
28 Feb 11111 

35 

7fbloodiest day-------17 August 1944 
bloodiest month August or September 1944 
2nd bloodiest day 17 September 1944 

MARCH 1945 

l Mar 11 
2 Mar 1111111111111111 16 
J Mar 11111111 8 
4 Mar 1 
5 Mar 111111 
6 Mar 11 
7 Mar 11 

10 Mar 1 1 t 

12 Mar 1 \ 
19 Mar 1 ' 
2.3 Mar 1 
24 Mar 11 
25 Mar 1111111 
26 Mar 111 
27 Mar 111 
28 Mar 1 
29 Mar 1111 
JO Mar 11111111111111111111111 2.3 
Jl Mar 111111111111 12 

96 

Jrd bloodiest day 10 August and 21 September 1944 

Total lB.ttle deaths 2,J02 
1,216 are listed=,52. (% lIA-2,0lJ 

AHUL 194.5 

1 A pr 1111111 
2 Apr 11 
5 Apr 1 
6 Apr 1111111111 10 
7 Apr 11 
8 Apr 1 
9 Apr 1 

10 Apr 111 
11 Apr 1 
12 Apr 11 
lJ Apr 1111111111 10 
14 Apr 111111111 9 
15 Apr 11111111111111 14 
16 Apr 111111111 9 
17 Apr 1111111111111 lJ 
18 Apr 111111111111111 15 
19 Apr 11111111111 11 
20 Apr 111 
21 Apr 11111 
22 Apr 11 
24 Apr 1 
26 Apr 1 

12.3 

MAY 1945 

1 May 1 
8 May 1 

2 



4TH ARMORED DIVISION "Breakthrough" 

Activated-1.5 April 1941 

Battle Credits, World War II: Normandy Brittany North-Central France 

Days In Comba.t--2JO Lorraine-$aa.r Ardennes Rhineland Central Europe --Commanding Generals (During Combat, WW II): 
Maj-Gen J. s. Wood 
Maj-Gen Hugh J. Gaffey 
Maj-Gen William M. Hoge 

May 1942-December 1944 
December 1944-March 194.5 
March-June 194.5 

Combat Chronicle: The 4th Armored Division, after maneuvers in the United States, received 
further training in England from January-early-July 1944. 

The 4th Armored landed on Uta.h Beach, Normandy, on 11 July 1944, and entered combat in 
Normandy on 17 July 1944 

Attacking southward, the 4th Armored secured the area around Coutances in moderate to 
heavy combat. Breaking through at Avranches, it continued south to cut off the Brittany 
Peninsula, a.nd reached Vannes on 5 August. After investing Lorient on 7 August 1944, the 
division entered evacuated Nantes on the 11th, and then took Orl6ans with Combat Command A 
on 16 August. 

Advancing eastward, the 4th Armored succeeded in forcing a bridgehead over the Seine River 
at Troyes, and soon entered the province of Lorraine. By 31 August 1944, CCA reached the 
Meuse River, at Commercy and Pont-sur-Meuse, and established a bridgehead. Relieved there by 
the Both Infantry Division, 2 September 1944, the 4th Armored crossed the Moselle River, near 
Lorey against heavy opposition, and stopped strong German counterattacks, all from 11-13 Sep
tember. CCB forced the Marne-Rhine Canal, at Crevic and Maixe against heavy resistance on 
15 September, and CCR advanced into Luneville the next day. 

The Germans then began a series of heavy, violent attacks in the vicinity of Ch&teau-5al
ins, 1.5-30 September 1944. There was a series of tank duels, and heavy fighting at Luneville, 
which changed hands several times. One German assault overran CCA lines, 2.5 September, and 
the 4th lost Vic-sur-Seille and Moncourt, and then withdrew from Juvelize and Coincourt the 
following day, The battle for Hill 318 was fought, 27-28 September, with severe losses, but 
on 29 September_l944, the 4th defeated the German effort to retake Arracourt. 

There then followed a lull in the fighting during October 1944, for the 4th Armored. Af
ter holding a defensive line from Chambrey to Xanrey to Henamenil until 11 October, the 4th 
then rested until early-November 1944. So far, the fighting in Lorraine had cost the li"ies 
of some 2.50 men in the 4th Armored. 

Despite the very wet, rainy weather, General Patton opened an offensive aimed toward the 
Saar, beginning on 8 November 1944. He wanted to catch the Germans off-guard, and, to a good 
extent, he succeeded, But they quickly recovered, and it was bloody fighting all the way. 
In fact, 10 November 1944, was the 4th Armored 's most costly day in combat of the war. 

As the American assault continued, the 4th Armored cleared Bois de Serres, 12 November, 
and slashed through the.left flank of the German 48th Infantry Division, reaching Ha.nnocourt 
and Viviers, However, one German formation, in particular, caused the Americans a good deal 
of trouble. The era.ck 11th Panzer Division, veteran of the Russian Front and the fighting in 



southern France, counterattacked in the freezing rain turning to snow, and recaptured the 
town of Rodalbe, as well as destroying about JO U.S. tanks before the day was over. The 
4th Armored slugged ahead, but the llth Panzer again counterattacked and captured numerous 
Americans. It was rough, difficult combat. 

Despite these setbacks, the 4th Armored kept on advancing against strong resistance to 
capture Dieuze , and retake Rodal be by 19 November 1944. The 4th crossed the Sa.rre , at R 011-

e lfing, 24 November, cleared Baerendorf in house-to-house fighting, and helped the 44th Inf
antry Division check a major German attack on the 25th. This attack, consisting of the 
Pa.nzerlehr and about half of the 25th Panzer Grenadier Divisions, was designed to cut-off a 
large pa.rt of the U.S. 7th Army, of which the 44th Infantry Division was its far left flank. 

Continuing toward the Saar, the 4th Armored took Wolfskirchen, despite flooded streams, 
on 27 November 1944. 

The 4th Armored then cleared its zone of responsibility, and next opened the attack on 
Sa.rre-Union on 1 December 1944, which fell to the 26th Infantry Division the next day. The 
4th then battled for Bining, 5-6 December, and was advancing on Singling, when it was rel
ieved by the 12th Armored Division on 7 December 1944. In exactly one month of fighting to 
the Saar, the 4th Armored's losses included at least 350 more men killed. in action or died 
of wounds. It had been a difficult campaign. 

Two days after the Ge~unched. their major counteroffensive in the Ardennes, the 
4th Armored entered the epic struggle on 18 December 1944. Racing west, and then northward 
into eastern Belgium, under very trying winter conditions, the division covered 150 miles 
in less than 20 hours, a magnificent feat of arms. 

The 4th Armored. attacked. into the southern flank of the German penetration, heading for 
the besieged. defenders of Bastogne. The 4th took Martelange, battled for Chaumont, 2J-25 
December 1944, and seized. Bigonville in heavy fighting on the 24th. CCR pushed through 
Assenois, not far from Bastogne, 26 December 1944, and it was on this night that the 4th 
Armored had one of its three Medal of Honor winners of the war, Private James R. Hendrix, 
Company C, 53rd Armored Infantry Battalion, near Assenois, Belgium. 

On this night, Pvt Hendrix was with the leading elements engaged. in the final thrust to 
break through to Bastogne, when halted by a combination of artillery and small-arms fire. 
He dismounted from his halftrack and advanced against two 88mm guns and, by the ferocity of 
his rifle fire, compelled the crews to take cover and then surrender. 

later in the attack, Pvt Hendrix again left his vehicle voluntarily to aid two wounded 
soldiers, helpless and exposed to intense machinegun fire. Effectively silencing two enemy 
machineguns, he held off the Germans by his own fire until the wounded men were evacuated. 

He then distinguished himself when he hastened to the aid of still another soldier who 
was trapped in a burning halftrack. Braving enemy sniper fire and exploding mines, he ex
tricated the wounded. man and extinguished his flaming clothing, saving this man's life. 

Private Hendrix, by his courageous actions, upheld the very highest traditions of the 
U.S. armed forces. And he survived the war. 

The Jar&troopers and tankers of the lOlst Airborne and pl.rts of the 9th and loth Armored 
Divisions at Bastogne were relieved. on this same evening, 26 December 1944. Contact with 
the heroic defenders of Bastogne was first made by the J?th Tank Battalion and- the 5Jrd Ar
mored Infantry Battalion of CCR. But it was a narrow corridor, and the Germans attacked 
furiously into either side of it. But the Americans stood their ground, beating 'l:ack fur
ious assaults- by the Germans. Among those making the hazardous journey into Bastogne was 
famed war correspondent Walter Cronkite, and three other war correspondents. 

The 4th Armored opened the Arlon-Bastogne Highway on 29 December 1944, and gave fire 
support to the 35th Infantry Di vision. CCB a tta.cked toward N oville, 9 January 1945, and 
the entire division attacked through the 6th Armored Division, toward Bourcy, 10 January. 

For the remainder of January 1945, the 4th Armored maintained defensive positions. It 
cleared Hosdorf, on the Our River, in a local attack on 2 February 1945. 

After rest and maintenance, now in the Eifel region of extreme western Germany, CCB att
acked through the Both Infantry Division at Geichlingen, on 22 February 194.5. This force 
seized the bridge over the Priim River, at Sinspelt, intact the next day, but sustained sev
ere losses. As CCA crossed the Prilm, at Oberweiss, 25 February, CCB established a bridge
head across the Nims, at Rittersdorf. The next day the 4th Armored secured the high ground 



over the Kyll River, and shelled and then helped. capture Bitburg, but was unable to take 
Erdorf. On 27 February 1945, however, CCA captured Matzen and CCB took Fliessen. 

The 4th Armored then assembled near Bitburg, and attacked through the 5th Infantry Div
ision on 5 March 1945. In high-gear all the way, the 4th Armored roared 65 miles in 48 
hours, coming to a halt just outside of Koblenz. Then it regrouped and mopped-up. 

On 15 March 1945, the 4th attacked from out of the Moselle bridgehead at Treis. The 4th 
Armored headed southward, beating 'tack a vicious counterattack by what remained of the 2nd 
Panzer Division. The Nahe River was reached at Bad Kreuznach, on the 16th. 

In conjunction with units of the U.S. ?th Army, the Breakthrough Division crossed the 
Rhine, near Worms, 24-25 March 1945. Successful trackdowns of V-1 rocket launching sites 
were soon commenced. 

Then, in an all-night march, the 4th Armored succeeded in crossing the Main River, at 
Grossauheim, on 28 March. South of Hanau, the 4th fought off attacks by very heavy German 
armor. Continuing northeast, I.auterl:ach fell on 29 March, and then, pivoting due east, 
Kreuzburg, across the Werra River, by 1 April 1945. The Germans resisted more heavily on 
the Werra than was expected. 

The advance continued deep into central Germany, with the large town of Gotha falling on 
4 April. The 4th then helped liberate the infamous Buchenwald concentration camp near Wei
mar. General Pa. tton was vi~- shaken when he saw the place---and so were many others
includ.ing many German civilians from a nearby town who were forced by the Gis to see the 
camp for themselves. Further east, the 4th captured the large town of Jena, crossed the 
Saale River, 12 April 1945, and established bridgeheads over the Zwick Mulde River, at 
Wolkenburg on the 13th against considerable resistance. The division then advanced to the 
outskirts of the city of Chemnitz. It then was placed in reserve on 19 April 1945. 

Then, shifting way to the south, and still under the Jrd Army, the 4th Armored attacked 
into western Czechoslovakia, on 5 May 1945, through the Regen and Freyung Passes. It took 
Susice, established a bridgehead over the Otava River, at Strakonice, and sent forward el
ements to Pisek, on the road toward Prague, before V-E Day, 8 May 1945. Resistance in the 
4th Armored's zone of attack was almost non-existent, and the Czechs gave the division a 
tumultuous and heart-warming reception. 

During the final advance across the Rhine, through central Germany, and then into Czech
oslovakia, the 4th Armored's losses were not excessive. From l April-8 May 1945, the 4th 
had close to 125 men killed in action or died of wounds. 

The 4th Armored was Pa. tton' s most ace armored di vision, and it seldom let hilll down. It 
often strained its own supply lines to the breaking point, but the division never slowed up 
unless it ran short of fuel for its tanks. In one day, it took 8,000 prisoners. 

After a tour of occup:i.tional duty, the 4th Armored returned to the United States for in
activation, but was later reactivated as a Regular Army division. 

Honors: Congressional Medals of Honor-J 
Distinguished Unit Citations~l * 
Distinguished Service Crosses--45 
Silver Stars 757 

Casualties: Total Battle Deaths-l,48J 
Killed In Action 1,266 
Wounded ,850 
Missing 65 
Captured 53 
Total Casualties 6,6)4 

* One to the entire 4th Armored Division-Relief Of Bastogne 

Other 4th Armored Division Medal of Honor winners in World War II: Killed in action * 
lst Lt James H. Fields, loth Amd Inf Bo, 27 September 1944, Rechicourt, France 
Sgt Joseph J. Sadowski, * J?th Tank Bn, 14 September 1944, Valhey, France 

The 4th Armored Division had been stationed in Germany for many years, until 1971, 
when it was replaced by the 1st Armored Division, and, later again, inactivated. 



1 WWII 

JULY 1944 
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19 July 1111111 
20 July 1111111111111 lJ 
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28 July 1 
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30 July 1111111 
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4TH ARMORED DIVISION "Breakthrough" 

AUGUST 1944 
1 Aug 1111111111111 lJ 
2 Aug 1 
3 Aug 1111 
4 Aug 11 
5 Aug 1 
6 Aug 111 
7 Aug 1111111111 10 
8 Aug 1111111 
9 Aug 11 

10 Aug 111 
11 Aug 1 
12 Aug 11111 
lJ Aug 1 
16 Aug l 
22 Aug 1 
25 Aug 11111 
26 Aug 11111 
28 Aug 1 
29 Aug 1 
JO Aug 11111 

72 

SEPTEMBER 1944 
l sept 111111 
2 Sept l 
7 Sept 1 

11 Sept 1 
12 Sept 1 
lJ Sept 11111 
14 Sept lllljlli 
15 Sept lllJl 
16 Sept 11 ' 
17 Sept 1 
18 Sept 11 
19 Sept 1111111111111 lJ 
20 Sept 1111111 
21 Sept 11111 
22 Sept 111111111 9 
2J Sept 11111 
24 Sept 1111111111111 lJ 
25 Sept 1111111111 10 
26 Sept 1111 
27 Sept 1111111 
28 Sept 11111111 8 
29 Sept 1111 
JO Sept 1111 

120 

OCTOBER 1<)44 

1 Oct 1 
2 Oct 111 
J Oct 11 
4 Oct 1 
5 Oct 1 
6 Oct 1 
7 Oct 11 
8 Oct 11 

10 Oct 1 
lJ Oct 1 
17 Oct 1 
24 Oct 11111 
25 Oct 1 
28 Oct 1 
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4TH ARMORED DIVISION "Breakthrough" 

NOVEMBER 1944 

1 Nov 1 
2 Nov 1 
9 Nov 1111111111111111 16 

10 Nov 111111111111111111111111 2l.ifapprox. 
11 Nov 11111111111111111111 20 4())(Jnen 
12 Nov 111 
lJ Nov 111 
14 Nov 1111111111 10 
15 Nov 1111111 
16 Nov 1111 
17 Nov 1 
19 ·Nov 11111 
20 Nov 1111 
21 Nov 11 
22 Nov 1 
23 Nov 1 
24 Nov 111 
25 Nov 111111111 9 
26 Nov 111 
27 Nov 1 
28 Nov 1111111 
29 Nov 1 
JO Nov 11111 

132 

DECEMBER 1944 

1 Dec 111111111 9 
2 Dec 111111111 9 
J Dec 11 
4 Dec 1111111 
5 Dec 1111111111 10 
6 Dec 111111 

8 Dec 11 1 ~t 
9 Dec 1 

15 Dec 11 
21 Dec 1 
23 Dec 111111111111 12 
24 Dec 11111111111111111 17 
25 Dec 111 
26 Dec 1111111111111·13 
27 Dec 111111111 9 
28 Dec 111111111111 12 
29 Dec 11111 
JO Dec 1111111111111111 16 
Jl Dec 111111 

142 

JANUARY 1945 

1 Jan 1 
2 Jan 11111 
5 Jan 1 

10 Jan 1111111111 10 
14 Jan 1 
15 Jan 1 

19 
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4TH ARMORED DIVISION "Breakthrough" 

FEBRUARY 194-5 

7 Feb 1 
8 Feb 1 

10 Feb 1 
1) Feb 1 
21 Feb 111 
22 Feb 1 
2) Feb 111111111111111111 18 
24 Feb 1111 
26 Feb 111111111 9 
27 Feb 11111 
28 Feb 111 

47 

4TH ARMORED DIVISION'S 

MARCH 194-5 

1 Mar 111111111 9 
2 Mar 1 
3 Mar 11 
4 Mar 1 
5 Mar 111111 
6 Mar 111111111111 12 
7 Mar 11 
8 Mar 1111 
9 Mar 111 

10 Mar 1111 
16 Mar 11111111111 11 
18 Mar 11111111111 11 
19 Mar 111111 
20 Mar 11 
24 Mar 11111111 8 
25 Mar 111111 
26 Mar 111111 
27 Mar 111111111111111 15 
28 Mar 1111111 
29 Mar 111111 
JO Mar 11 
)1 Mar 1111111111111 1) 

1)7 

*bloodiest day-------10 November 194-4 
bloodiest month December·l94-4 
2nd bloodiest day 11 November 194-4 
)rd bloodiest day 2) February 194-5 

Total tattle deaths 1,48) 
815 are listed~.54.9% KIA~l,266 

APRIL 194-5 

l Apr 1111111111111 1) 
2 Apr 111111 
J A pr 111111111 9 
4 Apr 11 
5 Apr 1 
6 Apr l 
8 Apr 1 

1
tl Apr 11 

2 Apr 11 
J Apr 111111 

14 Apr 11111111111 11 
15 Apr 11 
18 Apr l 
20 Apr 1 
25 Apr 11 
28 Apr l 

61 



5TH ARMORED DIVISION "Victory" 

Activated-1 October 1941 
Returned To United States-8 October 1945 

Inactivated-11 October 1945 --Reactivated-6 July 1948 (18.ter inactivated) 

Battle Credits, World War II: 

Days In Com~t-161 

Normandy 
Ardennes 

Commanding General (During Combat, WW II): 

Northern France-Luxembourg Siegfried Line 
Rhineland North-Central Germany 

Maj-Gen Lunsford E. Oliver March 194.3-June 1945 

Combat Chronicle: The 5th Armored Division ad.opted the nickname "Victory Division" upon 
i-ts· formation in October 1941, at Ft. Knox, Kentucky. At this time, the symbol "V" was the 
main hope among the conquered peoples of Europe. Since this significant V was also the Rom
an numeral for 5, the 5th Armored became known as the Victory Division. 

After extensive training in the United States, including tank maneuvers in the Mojave 
Desert, southern California, the 5th Armored went to Tennessee for maneuvers there. Event
ually, the di vision disembarked in Liverpool, England, on 24 February 1944, and then under
went more training in Wiltshire • 

The 5th Armored entered combat in Normandy, on 2 August 1944, driving south through Cou
tances, Avranches, and Vitre, and across the Mayenne River, to take Le Mans, on 8 August. 
Resistance stiffened on 10 August 1944, as one German armored force was met north of the 
Orne, and another at St. Remy du Plain. 

Bypassing the Perseigne Forest, elements crossed the Sa.rthe River, and liberated Sees, 
on 12 August. By midnight, Coml:B.t Command A was on the outskirts of Argent.an, and artillery 
shells were thundering into the town as the )th began forging a ring of steel around the 
Germans. The 5th Armored then blasted away at the enemy trapped in the Falaise-Argentan Gap, 
before leaving Argentan to the 90th Infantry Division. 

The 5th Armored then advanced 25 miles to disrupt the Eure-Seine corridor, the second big 
trap in Normandy. The 5th encountered strong opposition on 22 August 1944, but still reach
ed Houdebouville, by the 24th. 

On JO August 1944, the 5th Armored passed through Paris to spearhead the U.S. 5th Corps_ 
drive through the historic Compiegne Forest. The division succeeded in crossing the Oise 
River, at Pont Ste. Maxence, with Coml:B.t Command B on Jl August. After heavy fighting, on 
1 September 1944, the 5th reached the Belgian border at Cond6, the next day. Crossings 
were secured over the Meuse River, near Sedan, 5 September, with CCA at Ba.zeilles, and CCR 
at Mohon. Sedan was taken on the following day against moderate resistance. On 10 Septem
ber, the city of Luxembourg fell without opposition, and the entire Grand Duchy was liberat
ed in just two days. 

The 85th Reconnaissance Squadron of the 5th Armored entered Germany, near Stalzenburg, 
on 11 September 1944, and became the first Allied unit to enter the Reich from the west. 



CCR crossed the Sauer River, from Luxembourg into Germany, on 14 September 1944, and clear
ed Wallendorf, and then drove to the edge of Bettingen, the next day. 

On 15 September 1944, an attack was started against this sector of the Siegfried Line 
with the 5th Armored and several other divisions of the U.S. 1st Army. The Germans reacted 
violently to this action, and put in a number of fierce counterattacks. There was heavy 
and costly fighting for the 5th Armored from 15-21 September 1944, with 19 September 1944, 
turning out to be the 5th 's bloodiest day in combat of the war. The American attacks made 
little headway against continued determined German resistance, and were soon suspended. 
But the 5th Armored accomplished its mission~by drawing to its sector and containing pow
erful German forces which outnumbered it, and might otherwise have been '!lsed to oppose the 
U.S. 1st Army's main assault in the Aachen area, further north. 

During October 1944, the 5th Armored was sent slightly northward to hold defensive pos
itions in the Monschau-Hofen area. Very little action was seen by the division during this 
period. 

But then CCR reinforced the 4th Infantry Division in the terrible Hiirtgen Forest, on 16 
November 1944, and advanced in heavy combat on 25 November. Shortly, the entire division 
was committed in the forest, and it was the 5th Armored's worst experience of the war. 
Fighting in impossible te~Xrr; inclement weather, and hampered by thousands of mines and 
booby-traps of all kinds, the men of the 5th Armored fought a hacking, foot-by-foot battle. 
Mud, rain, and ice were constant companions, as the casualties mounted. 

On 25 November 1944, CCR was stopped outside of Grosshau by a large crater and mines, 
but by 29 November, had taken Kleinhau. 

The 5th Armored took Brandenberg, with air support, on J December 1944, and cleared a 
German strongpoint at Vossenack, on the next day. The 5th pushed into Bergstein, 5 Decem
ber, and the fighting continued in earnest with 11 and 14 December being especially bloody 
days in the grim HUrtgenwald. The attack bogged down. 

The 5th Armored resumed the attack toward. the Roer, 20 December 1944, and CCA fought for 
Schneidhausen, 20-22 December. After this the 5th Armored was relieved in line by the 8th 
and 8Jrd Infantry Divisions. 

December 1944, had been a month of cruel and heartbreaking combat for the 5th Armored, 
but, except for the soon to come German offensives in the Ardennes and in Alsace, never 
a.gain did the Germans fight with the tenacity they displayed in the HUrtgen Forest, and on 
the banks of the Roer. The 5th Armored lost 255 men in the HUrtgen Forest. 

The 5th Armored closed into Eupen, Belgium, on 24 December 1944, and was placed in 12th 
Army Group Reserve. All of the 5th was placed on 2-hour alert. But SHAEF never did, as it 
turned out, commit the 5th Armored, as a whole, into the Battle of the Bulge. However, 
some elements of the division saw action in the first week of January 1945, notably on the 
7th day of the month. 

On 28 January 1945, CCA was attached to the ?8th Infantry Division, and given the mission 
of seizing the town of Eicherscheid, in the Kesternich-Konzen area of the Siegfried Line. 
This effort was completed on JO January, and then the small town of Colmar was taken on 2 
February. CCA sustained moderate casualties in this local action. 

After very limited action throughout most of February 1945, the 5th Armored crossed the 
Roer, on 25 February 1945. This was part of a general offensive by the 1st Army to reach 
the Rhine. A-ttacking through mud which bogged down CCB outside of Guenhoven, 27 February, 
CCA then crossed the Niers Canal on 1 March, and took both Anra th and Fischeln, the follow
ing day. CCR mopped-up the area around Orsoy, which included a l:attle for Repelen, J March. 
The 5th Armored reached the Rhine, on 5 March 1945. 

The 5th remained in the Kempen-Repelen area until 11 March 1945, at which time it was 
relieved by the ?5th Infantry Division. 

The 5th Armored crossed the Rhine, at Wesel, JO-Jl March 1945. 
Byi:assing the northern side of the Ruhr, the 5th Armored attacked across north-central 

Germany, crossing the Weser River, and driving north of Braunschweig. No one slept, no one 
ate~nothing but attack and pursuit, push on and attack again. The tanks kept running off 
their maps as the 5th spearheaded 260 miles into enemy territory in 1) days. The 5th ran 
wild in the German rear areas, isolating cities, i:aralyzing enemy communications, and over-



running defensive positions before the Germans could man them. A ma.in danger was in poten
tial ambushes :from German troops hidden in wooded areas a.long or near roads. In one heavily 
forested., hilly region 200 fanatical SS troops had to be blasted out of a. strategic pa.ss 
they were holding. Otherwise, enemy resistance in the 5th Armored's zone of attack was in
effectual during this drive across north-central Germany. Borgholzhausen was taken, and 
the 5th Armored kept on pushing to the east via Rinteln, Hamelin, Peine, Gifhorn, Klotze, 
Gard.elegen, and Seehausen, thence to the wide Elbe River, at Tangermiinde and vicinity, by 
l2 April 1945. TangermUnde (population 15,000) is only 45 miles west of Berlin, the clos
est that any American outfit got to the German capital, while the war was still on. 

As elements of the 5th Armored entered Tangermiinde, l2 April, all hell suddenly broke 
loose as the Germans opened up with pa.nzerfausts and small-arms fire. Some of the American 
tanks were hit, while other shells missed and exploded into buildings on the other side of 
the street. There were a number of acts of individual bravery, and Pfc Luther A. Parham, 
firing the ma.chinegun on his tank, killed or wounded some 75 Germans, and greatly helped to 
break-up this ambush. But fighting continued in Tangermiinde and the nearby area on into 
the next day. 

On 16 April 1945, CCB was ordered to race back 60 miles to the rear to around Klotze, to 
help wipe out the Von Kla~z Panzer Division. ~Y 21 April, all enemy tanks and other 
vehicles attempting to slice through CCB were knocked out, and all but a few of the German 
soldiers were killed or captured. 

Meanwhile, CCA, was alerted on 20 April 1945, to clear out German pockets further north 
(east of Hamburg, and just south of the Elbe), and some fierce fighting resulted. Heavy 
nebelwerfer (rocket) fire was encountered north of LUchow, and then Zadrau was fanatically 
defended by Hitler Youth troops. Their sniper fire was unusually accurate, and they kept 
right on firing even when the buildings they had l:a.rricaded themselves in were burned around 
them. However, artillery and fighter-bombers soon took over, and Za.drau was reduced to a 
smoking mass of rubble, before the-Americans moved on. 

Finally, CCA drove into Dannenberg, a.gain near the Elbe, and, after a brief fight, the 
Germans surrendered. 

The 5th Armored continued mopping-up activities in the 9th Army area until V-E Day, 8 
May 1945. The 5th Armored returned to the United States that following October. 

Honors: Congressional Meda.ls of Honor~O 
Distinguished Unit Citations~ 
Distinguished Service Crosses~20 
Silver Sta.rs J7 

Casualties: Total Battle Deaths-840 
Killed In Action 665 
Wounded 2,842 
Missing l 
Captured 22 
Total Casualties-----3,570 



1 WWlI 

AUGUST 1944 

4 Aug 11 
6 Aug 1 
8 Aug 111111 
9 Aug 11 

10 Aug 1111111111111 13 
11 Aug 1111 
12 Aug 11 
lJ Aug 111111 
14 Aug 1 
16 Aug 111111111 9 
17 Aug 11111 
20 Aug 1111 
21 Aug 11111 
22 Aug 11111111111111 14 
2J Aug 11 
24 Aug 1 
26 Aug 1 
JO Aug 1 
Jl Aug 1111 

8J 

5TH ARMORED DIVISION "Victory" 

SEPI'EM.BER 1944 

1 Sept 111111111111111111 18 
2 Sept 111 
J Sept 1 
5 Sept 1 
6 Sept 111 
9 Sept 1 

10 Sept 11 
11 Sept 1 
15 Sept 11111 
16 Sept 1111111 
17 Sept 111111111 9 
18 Sept 1111 

NOVEM.BER 1944 

2 Nov 11 
J Nov 1 
4 Nov 1 

25 Nov 111111 
26 Nov 1 
29 Nov 11111111111 11 
JO Nov 111111~\llll 12 

.Y+ \ 

19 Sept 1111111111111111111111111 2~pprox. 
20 Sept 11111111111111111 17 
21 Sept 111111 
22 Sept 1 
25 Sept 1 

105 

DECEMBER 1944 

1 Dec 11 
2 Dec 1111111 
J Dec 111 
4 Dec 11 
5 Dec 111111111 9 
6 Dec 1111111 
7 Dec 11111 
8 Dec 11 

11 Dec 11111111111111 14 
12 Dec 111111111 9 
lJ Dec 1 
14 Dec 1111111111111111111 19 
15 Dec 11111111 8 
16 Dec 1111 
17 Dec 11 
18 Dec 1 
19 Dec 1111 
20 Dec 111111111 9 
21 Dec 111111 
22 Dec 11 
2J Dec 1 
27 Dec 111 

120 



2 WWII 

5TH ARMORED DIVISION "Victory" 

JANUARY 1945 
4 Jan 1 
7 Jan 11111111111 11 

JO Jan 11111 

17 

5TH ARMORED DIVISION'S 

FEBRUARY 1945 
5 Feb 1 
7 Feb 1 
8 Feb 1 

12 Feb 1 
15 Feb 1 
18 Feb 1 
25 Feb 1 
26 Feb 11 
27 Feb 11 

11 

*bloodiest day·-------19 September 1944 
bloodiest month December 1944 
2nd bloodiest day 14 December 1944 
Jrd bloodiest day 1 September 1944 
Total bl.ttle deaths 840 
4J7 are listed=52.D.' KIA-665 

MARCH 1945 
1 Mar 1 
2 Mar 1 
J Mar 1111 
4 Mar 1 
9 Mar 1 

15 Mar 11 
19 Mar 1 
21 Mar 1 
23 Mar 1 
26 Mar 1 
Jl Mar 11 

16 

APRIL 1945 

2 Apr 11111 
J Apr 1 
4 Apr 1 
8 Apr 1 
9 Apr 1 

10 Apr 1 
11 Apr 1 
12 Atr 1111111111 10 
lJ A r 111111 
14 A r 11 
15 Apr 11 
16 Apr 11 
17 Apr 1 
19 Apr 111111 
20 Apr 1 
21 Apr 1 
22 Apr 1111 
24 Apr 1 
26 Apr 1 
28 Apr 1 

49 

MAY 1945 

J May 1 
JO May 1 

2 



6TH ARMORED DIVISION .. "Super Sixth" 

Activated-1.5 February 1942 

Returned To United States and 

Battle Credits, World wir'T.t: 
Days !n Com'tat-272 

Inactivated-18 September 1945 

Normandy Brittany Northern France 
Lorraine-Saar Ardennes Siegfried Line 
Rhineland Central Europe 

Commanding Generals (During Combat, WW II): 
Maj-Gen Robert W • Grow 
Brig-Gen George W, Read, Jr, 

May 1943-29 April 1945 
JO April-Jl May 1945 

Comba. t Chronicle: The 6th Armored Di vision, after training in England, landed 
on Utah Beach, Normandy, on 18 July 1944, and went into action on the Cotentin 
Peninsula. After breaking through the German defenses at A vranches , the 6th 
Armored advanced west into Brittany, bypassing several towns, and leaving them 
to the infantry or FFI, as it raced to Brest. After seeing action there in the 
opening stages of the 'tattle, the 6th was ordered to proceed.to the southeast, 
and the division cut a pa.th through southern Brittany to the port of Lorient. 

The Super 6th then headed east and, cutting across France, swept through 
Orleans and Autun, linking-up with 7th Army elements at Dijon. 

The 6th Armored eventually swung north up into the province of Lorraine, 
and, toward the end of September 1944, helped the 3.5th Infantry Division beat 
ba.ck fierce attacks by the 15th Panzer Grenadier and 559th Volksgrenadier Div
isions in the For~t de Gremecey. 

After some heavy fighting in Lorraine during the first week of October 1944, 
there was a lull in the action for the 6th Armored the rest of the month. 

The 6th Armored then took pa.rt in the 3rd Army offensive which opened on 8 
November 1944, despite the very wet, rainy weather which ma.de extensive use of 
armor very difficult. Although the Germans were temporarily caught by surprise, 
they fought very skilfully and determinedly, and it was very rough going. The 
6th 'tattled. deep mud, mines, and congestion, besides the Germans. Nevertheless, 
the 6th succeeded in reaching the Nied River, at Sanry, and crossed it on 11-
12 November 1944, in a brilliant coups de ma.in. The division reached Mader
'tach Creek, at Remering, with Comba.t Command B by 25 November, after fierce, 
sustained fighting through mud, mines, and craters. CCA pushed through the 
For~t de Puttlange, but fell 'tack on the 26th, and CCB was unable to get tanks 
through the mud along the Mader'tach. 

The 6th Armored wa.s relieved on 2 December 1944, and pa.trolled to the Saare 
River, 5 December. It took Sarreguemines with the )5th Infantry Division the 
next day. The 6th then maintained defensive positions near Saarbrilcken, while 
relieving the 80th Infantry Division on 7 December 1944. Since the opening of 
this November offensive to the Saar, the 6th Armored had suffered losses in-



eluding some 250 men killed in action or died of wounds. 
And then came the all-out German counteroffensive in the Ardennes, 16 Dec

ember 1944. The 6th Armored, along with other divisions of the Jrd Army, att
acked into the southern flank of the German penetration in severe winter cond
itions-in fact, Europe's worst winter in 50 years. Soon, the 6th was fight
ing in the vicinity of Bastogne, and for 5 days the division was slowly forced 
'tack under the tremendous weight of the German assault. Then it held, and the 
pendulum began to swing 'tack the other way. Tank turrets froze , tank doors 
wouldn • t open, and rifle bolts got jammed up from the cold and would operate 
only after being beaten with hand grenades or if the men urinated on them. 
But the 6th hung in there. The Germans threw everything they had at the divi
sion. Heavy artillery and rocket l:arrages crashed incessantly, with tank and 
infantry forces charging behind them, and even bombers blasted at the 6th from 
above. Several times the Germans infiltrated behind the lines, but ea.ch time 
they were mopped-up or driven l:ack. One of the Germans' ma.in objectives, Hill 
513, was well controlled by a unit of the 6th. Light tanks counterattacked 
and killed or captured what was estimated to be an enemy infantry com:pa.ny from 
the J40th Volksgrenadiei:...~sion. 

4 January ·1945, was t1le 6th Armored's bloodiest day in coml:at of the entire 
war, as the Battle of the Bulge continued in unal:ated fury. 

On 6 January, the 6th again repulsed enemy tank-infantry attacks, killed 
many enemy personnel, and destroyed much of his equipment. The weather cont
inued to be bitter cold, making any sort of operation very trying. 

On the 7th, another German attack, consisting of 700 infantry and 22 tanks, 
was thrown 'tack with heavy losses. 

By 9 January 1945, the turning point in the Bulge 'tattle had arrived. The 
Germans had exhausted themselves with violent and repeated assaults on Bast
ogne, and now it was the 6th Armored 's turn to punch 'tack. While the Germans 
kept on resisting stubbornly, they were no longer able to stop the Super 6th, 
and on 11 January 1945, near Bastogne, Belgium, the 6th Armored had a Medal of 
Honor winner, Staff Sergeant Archer T. Gammon. 

S/Sgt Gammon charged JO yards through hip-deep snow to knock out a ma.chine
gun and its J-ma.n crew with grenades. He saved his platoon from being decim
ated, allowing it to continue its advance from a field into a nearby woods. 

Then a German machinegun, supported by riflemen, opened fire, and a Royal 
Tiger Tank sent 88mm shells screaming at the unit. Sgt Gammon, disregarding 
his personal safety, rushed forward in an attempt to get within grenade range 
of the tank and its protecting infantry. He was subjected to intense enemy 
fire but, nevertheless, charged a machinegun and wiped out its 4-ma.n crew with 
grenades. Then, with great daring, he advanced to within 25 yards of the tank 
and shot two enemy riflemen as he went forward. 

The big tank began to slowly withdraw, firing as it did, and one of its . 
shellbursts instantly killed the gallant sergeant. But his one-man attack 
hadn't been in vain, for the tank kept on withdrawing, leaving open the way 
for the advance of his platoon. S/Sgt Gammon's actions were in keeping with 
the highest traditions of the U.S. military. 

More bitter fighting occurred in the intense cold. After a brief period of 
rest and maintenance, the 6th Armored resumed the offensive. Since the start 
of the Jrd Corps attack on 21 January 1945, the 6th had driven steadily east 
from Ba.stogne despite moderate to heavy resistance, deep snow, and rugged ter
rain. Even though the Germans had begun a planned withdrawal, they continued 
to offer exceedingly stubborn opposition at all advantageous defensive posit
ions. Heavy small-arms, automatic weapons, tank, mortar, and artillery fire 
were received, and elaborately placed mines were encountered at all critical 
points along the roads, at bridges, and at ford sites. Strong fire fights 
nearly always preceded further German pulll:acks, but by 25 January 1945, the 



6th Armored had obtained its objective on the high ridge between the Clerf and 
Our Rivers. 

In a regrouping of certain divisions, the 6th Armored was shifted further 
south, and by 27 January 1945, it had relieved the 90th Infantry and :i;art of 
the 26th Infantry Divisions on a 12-mile front from Lieler to Uber-Eisenl:a.ch. 
The 17th Airborne Division was on the right (south) flank, and the llth Arm
ored Division to the north. 

On 28 January 1945, the Battle of the Bulge was officially declared ended, 
and by the end of the month the 6th had driven the Germans ta.ck across the Our 
River into Germany. The Battle of the Bulge had cost the 6th Armored at least 
400 men killed in action or died of wounds, many more wounded, and quite a num
ber of men captured. 

The 6th Armored attacked across the Our River at Kalhorn and Dahnen on 7 
February 1945. It relieved the 17th Airborne Division, 10-11 February, as the 
Our bridgehead was maintained. The renewed offensive against the Siegfried 
Line (West Wall) was commenced on 20 February 1945. Ober Eisenach fell on 22 
February, and the final objective town of Muxerath was cleared on the .24th. 

The 6th then moved tc.t"l!t""'!tew zone west of the Prilin River, and relieved the 
90th Infantry Division on 25 February. CCA established a small bridgehead at 
Manderscheid which was enlarged as CCB, after being initially forced ta.ck ac
ross, took Liinel:a.ch on 28 February. The division reached the Nims and crossed 
near Schooecken, J March, and the next day assembled in reserve in the Arzfeld 
area. 

Then, the 6th Armored was sent south to be loaned out to the 7th Army to 
assist in breaking through the Siegfried Line in its area. Held ta.ck for ex
ploitation, the 6th followed up in the wake of the 6Jrd Infantry Division. The 
6th Armored was the first 7th Army unit to link-up with the Jrd Army in the 
Palatinate, making contact with the 26th Infantry Division. The 6th reached 
the Rhine at Worms, 21 March, was soon back under the Jrd Army, and set-up a 
c.ounter-reconnaissance screen along the west bank of the river. 

On 25 March 1945, the 6th Armored crossed the Rhine at Oppenheim, and drove 
on Frankfurt in conjunction with the 5th Infantry Division, running into fierce 
resistance. 

After crossing the Main, the 6th advanced north-northeast, captured Bad Nau
heim, and then, pivoting to the east, began advancing into central Germany. 
The division crossed the Werra River against heavy opposition, including fight
er-bomber a.tta.cks, and then took Miihlhausen, 4-5 April. After repulsing a fair
ly light counterattack, the 6th advanced to help free some J,000 inmates at the 
notorious concentration camp at Buchenwald. 

After this experience, continuing the advance to the ea.st, and working with 
the 76th Infantry Division, the 6th Armored met heavy panzerfaust, artillery, 
and sma.11-arms fire in the vicinity of Schkauditz. Despite this, a bridge·was 
captured intact, and tanks and infantry immediately pushed across. 

Upon crossing the Saale River, the 6th raced on to the east and forced the 
Mulde River during the night at Rochlitz, 15 April 1945, against stubborn oppo
sition. The 6th then halted and waited for the Russians advancing from the 
ea.st. The division held defensive positions along the Mulde River until V-E 
Day, 8 May 1945. 

The 6th Armored was one of General Patton's ace armored divisions, returning 
home in September 1945. 

Honors: Congressional Medals of Honor---1 
Distinguished Unit Citations---4 
Distinguished Service Crosses~24 
Silver Stars 807 

Casualties: Total Battle Deaths-l,270 
Killed In Action----1,074 
Wounded ,250 
Missing 88 
Captured SJ 
Total Casualties-5,495 



1 WWII 

JULY 1944 

JO July 11 
Jl July 11 

4 

6TH ARMORED DIVISION "Super Sixth .. 

AUGUST 1944 

1 Aug lUllll 
2 Aug 11111111 8 
J Aug 111111 
4 Aug 1 
5 Aug 111111111111111 15 
6 Aug 111111111 9 
8 Aug 111111111111111111111111111111 JO 
9 Aug 111111111111111111 18 

10 Aug 11111 
11 Aug 11 
12 Aug 111111111111 12 
13 Aug 11 
15 Aug 1 
16 Aug 1 
20 Aug 1 
22 Aug 11 
2) Aug 1 
24 Aug 111111 
25 Aug 11111 
27 Aug 11 
JO Aug 1 

135 

SEPI'EMBER 1944 

7 Sept 1 
8 Sept 11 

19 Sept 11 
22 Sept 1111111111111 13 
24 Sept 11 . 
25 Sept 111111111 9 

29 

OCTOBER 1944 

1 Oct 11111111111111111111 20 
7 Oct 11 
8 Oct 1111111111111 13 
9 Oct 111111111111111111111 21 

10 Oct 11111 
11 Oct 1 
14 Oct 1 
15 Oct l 

8f 



2 . WWII 

NOVEMBER 1944 
3 Nov 1 
8 Nov 1 

10 Nov 111111 
11 Nov 11111111111 11 
12 Nov 1111111111111111111111 22 
13 Nov 111111 
14 Nov 1111 
15 Nov 111111 
16 Nov 111111 
19 Nov 1111111 
20 Nov 1111111 
21 Nov 111 
22 Nov 1111111 
23 Nov 11 
24 Nov 1111 
25 Nov 111111111 9 
26 Nov 11111111111111 14 
27 Nov 111 
JO Nov 1 

120 

6TH ARMORED DIVISION "Super Sixth" 

DECEMBER 1944 
1 Dec 11111 
2 Dec 1 
4 Dec 111111 
5 Dec 11 
6 Dec 1 
7 Dec 1 

11 Dec 1 
12 Dec 1 
13 Dec 1 
15 Dec 1 
17 Dec 1 
21 Dec 1 
22 Dec 1 
Jl Dec 111 

26 

JANUARY 1945 

1 Jan 1111111 
2 Jan 111111111111111111111111111 27 
3 Jan 111111111 9 
4 Jan 1111111111111111111111111111111111 34* 
5 Jan 111111 approx. 
6 Jan 111111 6°*1aen 
7 Jan 111111 
8 Jan llljrr1111111111111111 21 
9 Jan 11 

11 Jan 111 
12 Jan 11 
13 Jan 1111 
14 Jan 111111111 9 
15 Jan 11 
16 Jan 1111111111111 13 
17 Jan 11 
18 Jan 1 
19 Jan 1 
25 Jan 1111111111 10 
26 Jan l 
27 Jan 11111 

172 



3 WWII 

6TH ARMORED DIVISION. "Super Sixth" 

FEBRUARY 1945 

7 Feb 1111 
8 Feb 11 
9 Feb 111111 

10 Feb 1 
11 Feb 1 
12 Feb 1 
13 Feb l 
14 Feb l 
15 Feb 11 
16 Feb l 
21 Feb 1111 
22 Feb 111111111 9 
23 Feb 11111 
24 Feb l 
26 Feb l 
27 Feb 11111111111111 14 
28 Feb 111 

57 

6TH ARMORED DIVISICti'S 

MARCH 1945 
l Mar 11 
2 Mar 1111 
J Mar 11 

lJ Mar 1 
20 Mar l 
21 Mar 111 
25 Mar 111 
26 Mar 1111111 
27 Mar 1111111 
28 Mar l 
JO Mar 11111 
Jl Mar 11 

J8 

*bloodiest day------""""+ January 1945 
bloodiest month January 1945 
2nd bloodiest day 8 August 1944 
Jrd bloodiest day .2 January 1945 

Total tattle deaths 1,270 
700 are listed=55.1% KIA-1,074 

APRIL 1945 
l Apr 111111 
2 Apr 111111 
J Apr 11 
4 Apr l 
5 Apr l 
7 Apr 1111111 
8 Apr 11111 
9 Apr l 1 t 

12 A pr 1111111~ 8 
lJ Apr llllllllll 10 
14 Apr 111 
15 Apr 1 
16 Apr 1 
22 Apr 1 
24 Apr 1 

~ 

MAY 1945 

2 May l 

1 



71'H ARMORED DIVISION "Lucky 7th" 

Activated~l March 1942 

Returned To United Sta~ October 1945 

Inactivated~9 October 1945 

Battle Credits, World War II: Northern France Southern Holland 
Ardennes Rhineland Ruhr Pocket 
Northern Germany Days In Combat-172 

Commanding Generals (During Combat, WW II): 
Maj-Gen Lindsay M. Silvester March 1942-November 1944 
Maj-Gen Robert W. Hasbrouck November 1944-August 1945 

Combat Chronicle: The 7th Armored Division, after extensive training in the 
United States, sailed from New York harbor on D-Day, 6 June 1944, on the Queen 
Mary, and arrived in Greenock, Scotland, on the 15th. After final pre:i;:a.rat
ions for combat in Tidworth, England, the 7th landed in Normandy, 10-14 Aug
ust 1944. 

The Lucky 7th went into action at the end of the battle in Normandy, mid
August, with an attack on Chartres, which fell on 18 August 1944. From there, 
the 7th blitzed across northern France, through Dreux and Melun, crossed the 
Seine , pushed through Cha teau-Thierry, and took Verdun on Jl August. In this 
action, so far, the 7th Armored had met moderate, to heavy, resistance. 

The 7th Armored halted for refueling, and then drove on toward the Moselle, 
near Dornot. Along with the 5th Infantry Division, it battered away at the 
outer defenses of the fortress of Metz in bloody fighting. 

The 7th crossed elements over the Moselle under heavy fire, 8 September 
1944, but these troops had to be withdrawn three days later. Camba t Command 
A battled the German lines west of Metz in fierce fighting, while CCB cross
ed into the Amaville bridgehead, 12 September, despite deep mud. It attack
ed the next day toward Mardigny, but was quickly halted by heavy fire from 
Arry. CCR next attempted a breakout of the combined 5th Infantry Division-
90th Infantry Division-7th Armored Division bridgehead, but failed. The 7th 
Armored then advanced slowly toward the Seille River, and elements managed to 
get into Sillegny on 19 September, but were forced back out with very heavy 
losses. CCA joined with CCB to reach the Seille and by:i;:a.ss Sillegny, but CCB 
was forced back from the river on 20 September. An attack across the Seille 
the following day was repulsed by intense enemy fire. 

The 7th Armored then withdrew from Corny and Pournoy-la-Chetive on the 24th, 
and was relieved the next day by the 5th Infantry Division. The ?th Armored's 
bloody affair at Metz cost it some 250 men killed in action and many more wou
nded. Following this battle, the 7th Armored was transferred up into south-



em Holland. 
On JO September 1944, the 7th Armored endeavored to clear the Peel Swamp, 

west of the Maas (Meuse) River. In some of the toughest fighting the divis
ion saw, it attacked toward Overloon where the largest tank C:attle in Holland 
took place. 

On 8 October 1944, the 7th was attached to the British 2nd Army. Its miss
ion was to join the British-Canadian drive to clear the northern and western 
approaches to Antwerp. Spread out over a 22-mile front centered on the town 
of Meijel, the 7th Armored was attacked on 27 October 1944, by the crack 9th 
Panzer and 15th Panzer Grenadier Divisions in an attempt to disrupt the drive 
on Antwerp. Outnumbered, the 7th, in furious fighting, held on for J days 
until the British were able to bring up reinforcements. Throughout October 
1944, the fighting in southern Holland cost the lives of over JOO men in the 
7th Armored. 

On 1November1944, Brigadier (later Major) General Robert W. Hasbrouck 
took over command of the 7th Armored from Major-General Silvester. 

On 7 November 1944, the 7th Armored was attached to the recently formed 
U.S. 9th Army. While tfieCirvision, as an entity, rested during the remainder 
of November, the 7th's artillery and the 17th and 40th Tank Battalions were 
active. Fighting with the 84th and l02nd Infantry Divisions in the assault 
to the Roer River, north of Aachen, they aided in the capture of the Siegfried 
Line towns of Lindern and Linnich in difficult comC:at. 

On 16 December 1944, the 7th Armored was assigned to the 8th Corps, U.S, 
1st Army, and ordered to proceed to the Vielsalm-St. Vi th area of the Ardennes 
in eastern Belgium. 

Within 12 hours after the first divisional troops had started the 50 miles 
to St. Vith, the 7th Armored was engaged against a fanatical enemy in what was 
suppose to be friendly territory. This was the beginning of the epic stand of 
the 7th Armored Division at, and around, St. Vi th, Belgium, in the Battle of 
the Bulge. 

Positioning the arriving troops piecemeal, General Hasbrouck and General 
Bruce Clarke placed an ''Iron Horseshoe" around the area of St. Vith. This 
town, with its converging road net and railroads, was necessary to the Germans 
for the success of their offensive. The 7th Armored, along with Coml::at Comm
and B of the 9th Armored Division, the 424th Infantry Regiment, 106th Infantry 
Division, the ll2th Infantry Regiment, 28th Infantry Division, remnants of the 
14th Cavalry Group, the 275th Armored Field Artillery Battalion, and other 
small odds-and-ends units, in furious fighting, denied St. Vith to the Germans 
for five crucial days. Against this force the Germans committed five SS or 
Wehrma.cht (Regular Army) puizer divisions, three volksgrenadier divisions, and 
the Fuhrer Begleit (Escort) Brigade. It was one of the most heroic American 
stands of the entire war, as the 7th Armored and these other uni ts bought pre
cious time with their blood~time for other U.S. units to get into position 
to help stop the German onslaught. The Americans finally withdrew after 5 
days after their position had become untenable by 2J December 1944. They suf
fered very heavy losses in men and equipment, but inflicted tremendous losses 
on the Germans, and seriously upset their timetable. The 7th Armored then 
shifted to the town of Manhay, and by the end of December, had helped to drive 
the enemy out of this town. 

After a short rest in January 1945, the 7th returned to positions near 
St. Vith, and recaptured the town in heavy fighting by the end of the month. 
The entire fighting in the Battle of the Bulge for the 7th Armored cost the 
division 270 men killed in action or died of wounds. 

February 1945, was spent in rest and rehabilitation. 
On 5 March 1945, the 7th attacked across the Cologne Plain to Bad Godes

berg and, after maintaining defensive positions along the west tank of the 



Rhine. south of Bonn, crossed the Rhine at Rema.gen, 23-25 March 1945. 
The Lucky 7th then attacked out of the Rema.gen bridgehead as p:i.rt of the 

U.S. 3rd Corps. In a very skilled attack-one of the most rapid and vicious 
advances by American armor ever executed, the 7th swung up toward the south
ern side of the huge Ruhr Pocket. The Germans had rushed their 166th Infantry 
Division down from Denmark in a futile attempt to stop the ra.m:i;aging Americans, 
and this division formed a strong defense line with the center of it running 
through Kirchhain. It was during this action that the 7th Armored had one of 
its two Medal of Honor winners of the war, Staff Sergeant Robert H. Dietz, 
Company A, J8th Armored Infantry Battalion, Kirchhain, Germany, 29 March 1945. 

S/Sgt Dietz was a squad leader in a task force which encountered heavy res
ist.a.nee in advancing on Kirchhain. Between the town's outlying buildings, 
JOO yards distant, and the stalled armored column were a minefield and two 
bridges defended by German rocket-launcher teams and riflemen. From the town, 
itself, came heavy small-arms fire. 

Moving forward to protect the engineers who attempted to neutralize the 
mines and the demolition charges attached to the bridges, Sgt Dietz came under 
intense enemy fire. :.......,..._ 

On his own initiative he advanced alone, until he was able to disp:i.tch the 
p:i.nzerfaust team defending the first bridge, He continued ahead and killed 
another ianzerfaust team, bayoneted another enemy soldier with a panzerfaust, 
and shot two other Germans, when he was knocked to the ground by a blast from 
still another p:i.nzerfaust. The sergeant quickly recovered, killed the man who 
had fired at him, and then jumped into waist-deep water under the second bridge 
to disconnect the demolition charges. He completed this task, but as he stood 
to signal that the route was clear, he was killed by a burst of enemy fire from 
his le ft flank. 

Sgt Dietz had almost singlehandedly opened the road to Kirchhain, and left 
his comrades in arms with an inspirational example of heroism against formid
able odds. 

The German 166th Division was decimated. by the hard-hitting units of the 
7th Armored, and the 7th then saw hard fighting as it fought up into the Ruhr 
Pocket. CCB was heavily counterattacked at Gleidorf, as the Germans turned 
flak guns against the advancing 7th. But the 7th Armored was not to be stop
ped, and Frederburg was taken after heavy com eat on 8 April. The division 
slashed through to Hemer, cutting the pocket in two in co-operation with the 
8th Armored Division which bore down from the north. On 16 April 1945, the 
entire German 5Jrd Panzer Corps surrendered to the 7th. Into this ha.g, to 
the satisfaction of the 7th Armored, were included the remnants of the 9th 
Panzer Division which had fought the 7th in Holland, and the 116th Panzer Div
ision which had been one of the 7th's opponents in the Battle of the Bulge. 
Soon after this, all resistance in the Ruhr Pocket collapsed. 

Following a rest in the vicinity of Gottingen, the 7th Armored was then 
assigned to the U.S. 18th Airborne Corps. This was to cover the British 2nd 
Army's r~ht flank. The 7th Armored, 8th Infantry, and 82nd Airborne Divis
ions were all ordered up into northern Germany in late-April 1945. The 7th 
Armored actually crossed. the wide Elbe River over into the province of Meck
lenburg. Resistance was very limited or non-existent. CCB helped the 82nd 
Airborne capture Ludwigslust. From there, the 87th Cavalry Reconnaissance 
Squadron advanced east to meet the Russians. The Troop spent 24 hours within 
the German lines, before the Russians were contacted at 0925 hours (9:25 A.M.) 
on 3 May 1945. 

On this same day, CCA and CCR drove north from the Elbe to reach the Baltic 
Sea, the only American troops to reach this body of water. The two combat 
commands took Dassow and Grevesmiihlen, while tanks washed their treads in the 



shores of the Bal tic at Rehna. German troops surrendered en ma.sse, and by 
V-E Day, 8 May 1945, the 7th Armored Division's number of prisoners ta.ken had 
come to the grand total of 11J,d+2, one of the highest of any American outfit 
in the ETC. 

The 7th Armored returned to the United States on 8 October 1945, and was in
activated. that following day. During the Korean War, the 7th Armored was reac
tivated at Ca.mp Roberts, California, 24 November 1950, and was again inactivated 
on 15 November 195). 

Honors: Congressional Medals of Honor~2 
Distinguished Unit Cita.tions~l * 
Distinguished Service Crosses~8 
Silver Sta.rs 1,)16 

Casual ties: Total Battle Dea ths-1,222 
Killed In Action 994 
Wounded ,003 
Missing 165 
Captured 925 
Total Casualties~6,087 

* One to most of the entire division---St. Vith, Belgium ---Other 7th Armored Division Medal of Honor winners in World War II: 

Cpl Thomas J. Kelly, 48th Amd Inf Bn, 5 April 1945, Alemert, Germany 
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Atx;UST 1944 
14 Aug 1111 
15 Aug 11111111 8 
16 Aug 11111 
17 Aug 1111 
18 Aug 11111 
19 Aug 111 
20 Aug 1 
21 Aug 11 
22 Aug 1111111 
23 Aug 11111 
24 Aug 111 
25 Aug 11111 
26 Aug 11111 
27 Aug 1111111 
28 Aug 1111111 
29 Aug 1111 
31 Aug 1111111 

82 

7I'H ARMORED DIVISION "Lucky 7th" 

SEPI'EMBER 1944 
1 Sept 1111111 
2 Sept 11 
4 Sept 1 
6 Sept 111111111111111 15 
7 Sept 1111111 
8 Sept 1111111111111111 16 
9 Sept 1111111 

10 Sept 11111 
11 Sept 1111111111 10 
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13 Sept 11111 
14 Sept 11111111 8 
15 Sept 11111 
16 Sept 11111111111 11 
17 Sept 1111111111111 13 
18 Sept 11111 
19 Sept 111111111111111111111111 24 
20 Sept 111111111111111 15 
21 Sept 111111111111 12 
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23 Sept 1 
24 Sept 111 
26 Sept 111 
JO Sept 1111 
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OCTOBER 1944 

1 Oct 1111111111 10 
2 Oct 111111111 9 
J Oct 11111 
4 Oct 1111111111 10 
5 Oct 11111111111111111111 20 
6 Oct 111 
7 Oct 1111111 

11 Oct 1 
12 Oct 1t 
13 Oct J 
14 Oct 11 
15 Oct 1 
16 Oct 111111 
17 Oct 11 
18 Oct 1 
19 Oct 1111111 
20 Oct 1 
21 Oct 111111 
22 Oct 1111 
2) Oct 111 
24 Oct 111 
25 Oct 1 
27 Oct 1111111111111111 16 
28 Oct 11111111111111 14 
29 Oct 11111111111111111111111111 26* 
JO Oct 1111111 a ppr ox. 

167 45*1nen 
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2 Nov 111 
J Nov 111111 
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5 Nov 11 
6 Nov 11111 
7 Nov 111111 
9 Nov 1 

10 Nov 1 
20 Nov 1 
2J Nov 11 
25 Nov 1 
JO Nov 11 

40 

7I'H ARMORED DIVISION "Lucky 7th" 

DECEMBER 1914 
1 Dec 11 
5 D'ec 1 
6 Dec 11 
8 Dec 1 

17 Dec 1 
18 Dec 111111 
19 Dec 111 
20 Dec 111111 
21 Dec 1111111111111111111 19 
22 Dec 111111111111111111111111 24 
2J Dec 1111111111111111111111 22 
24 Dec 11111111 8 
25 Dec 1 
26 Dec 1 
27 Dec 1 
29 Dec 1 
JO Dec 1 

100 

JANUARY 1945 
1 Jan 1 
2 Jan 1 

11 Jan 1 
16 Jan 1 
20 Jan 11 
21 Jan 1111111 
22 Jan 11111111 8 
2J Jan 111 
24 Jan 1111111 1 t 

25 Jan 11111111111~1 lJ 
26 Jan 111 T 
27 Jan 111 
28 Jan 11 

52 

MARCH 1945 
J Mar 1 

11 Mar 1 
12 Mar 111 
13 Mar 11 
14 Mar 1 
26 Mar 1111111 
27 Mar 1111111111 10 
28 Mar 11111111 8 
29 Mar 11111111111111 14 
JO Mar 11 

49 
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APRIL 1945 
3 Apr 1 
4 Apr 11111 
5 Apr 1111 
6 Apr 111111 
7 Apr 1111 
8 Apr 11111111111 11 
9 Apr 1111 

10 Apr 1111 
11 Apr 1111 
12 Apr 111 
13 Apr 111 
14 Apr 1111 
15 Apr 11 

55 

'7I'H ARMORED DIVISION'S 

'7I'H ARMORED DIVISION "Lucky 7th" 

MAY 1945 
5 May 1 

1 

*bloodiest day------29 October 1944 
bloodiest month eptember 1944 
2nd bloodiest day 19 September and 22 December 1944 
3rd bloodiest day 23 December 1944 
Total tattle deaths 1,222 
727 are listed=59 .% KIA--994 



8TH ARMORED DIVISION "Thundering Herd" 

Activated-1 April 1942 

Returned To United States-10 November 1945 

Inactivated-14 November 194.5_ 
-

Battle Credits, World War II1 Siegfried Line 

Days In Combat-6) 

Commanding General (During Combat, WW II)s 
Maj-Gen John M. Devine 

Rhineland North-Central Germany 

October 1944-August 1945 

Combat Chronicle: The 8th Armored Division, once known as the "Show Horse" Division, proved 
it was a workhorse outfit in the relatively short time it was in combat. The 8th Armored 
would have been in action much sooner had it not been so valuable as a training division. 
Before it sailed overseas on 7 November 1944·, the Thundering Herd had trained over 50,000 
officers and men who were shipped to the Mediterranean and European theaters of operation to 
fill gaps in 8 other armored divisions. 

When our tank forces took the severe mauling at Kasserine Pass, in Tunisia, 4, 000 trained 
replacements of the 8th Armored were shipped directly to Tunisia, to help save the day, and 
help eventually push the Germans and Italians out of North Africa. 

After training at Tidworth, England, the 8th Armored landed in France on 5 January 1945, 
and assembled in the Bacqueville area of upper Normandy. The 8th then moved to Pont-a-Mous
son, for some additional training. 

Pa.rt of the 8th Armored first saw combat two weeks later. Between 19-28 January 1945, 
Com'tat Command A, supporting the 94th Infantry Division in the difficult fighting in the 
Saar-Moselle Triangle of the Siegfried Line, helped force the crack German llth Panzer Div
ision out of the fortress towns of Nennig, Berg, and Sinz. 

In February 194.5, the 8th Armored was sent secretly up north to southern Holland, near 
Roermond, to relieve the British 7th Armored Division, the famous "Desert Rats" -of North 
-Africa fame • 

On 19 February 194.5, the 8th Armored launched a diversionary attack, pushing the Germans 
north of the Heide Woods, and east of the Roer River. 

Then, on 27 February 194.5, the 8th began its attack across the Roer, joining in the U.S. 
9th Army offensive to the Rhine. The 8th Armored crossed the Roer at Hilfarthe, 27 Februarjr, 
and attacked toward Wegberg with CCA. Meeting heavy resistance all the way, CCA overran 
Tetelrath, as CCB and CCR crossed the Roer the next day, overcoming crossfire from JanZer
faus ts , mortars , burp guns , an ti tank weapons, and small-arms fire • 

The 8th Armored sped northward as CCA took Wachtendonk, on 2 March 194.5. The following 
day CCB captured Aldekerk, while CCR crossed the Niers River, at Miihlhausen. The 8th was 
then temporarily wi thd.rawn from the battle, except for CCB which assisted the ).5th Infantry 

. Division in the drive on Oberkruchten and Lintfort. These two towns were taken by 4 March 
1945, and Rheinberg on the following day in hard fighting. In fact, 5 March 1945, was the 
8th Armored's bloodiest day in combat. 65 men were killed on this day. 

CCB then fought for Ossenberg, 7-9 March 194.5. 



The 8th Armored Division then received a period of rest and ma.intenance from 10-25 
March 1945. 

The 8th Armored crossed the Rhine on 26 March 1945, and attacked Dorsten, above the nor
thern edge of the Ruhr, overcoming fierce resistance by the ll6th Panzer Division. This 
town fell on 29 March. 

Continuing eastward. against scattered opposition, the 8th crossed the Lippe River, and 
entered the Battle of the Ruhr Pocket on J April 1945. CCA advanced up the Pa.derborn-Soest 
Highway, while CCR approached Elsen. On the next day the 8th Armored reached the Mohne Ri
ver and cleared Overhagen and Erwitte. The division next took Ost Oennen, 6 April, and 
cleared the area around Soest in bitter combat. It next overran Werl, 8 April, and captur
ed Unna, near the city of Dortmund, after heavy fighting on 11 April 1945. The 8th Armor
ed, coming down from the north, ha.d cut the Ruhr Pocket in two, in conjunction with the 
7th Armored Division which bored in from the south. Thousands of Germans were captured. 
The 8th then mopped-up. 

While the fighting was still going on in the Ruhr Pocket, the 8th Armored was relieved 
by the 95th Infantry Division on lJ April 1945. 

Soon after, the 8th was sent racing 100 miles a.cross north-central Germany to the town 
of WolfenbUttel, where it mop~-up scattered resistance. After clearing opposition in a 
woods south of Derenburg, the~moved somewhat to the south to help clear the Germans out 
of the Harz Mountains, a large, forested region with some veey high·hills. 

The 8th Armored massed a.round Blankenburg, at the eastern edge of the Harz, on 20 April 
194.5. Following a heavy air and artillery assault, a tank-infantry attack was ma.de, and, 
against light resistance, Blankenburg was ta.ken before dark, as well as Michaelstein and 
Ca.ttenstedt. This was the 8th Armored'& last combat of the war. 

On 2) April 194.5, the 8th went on occupa.tional duty in the Harz Mountains region. After 
V-E Day, 8 May 1945, it was moved into northern Czechoslovakia. The 8th Armored returned 
to the United States in November 1945. 

Honors: Congressional Medals of Honor-0 
Distinguished Unit Cita.tions~O 
Distinguished Service Crosses-0 
Silver Sta.rs 14J 

Casualties: Total Battle Deaths-)55 
Killed In Action 299 
Wounded l,J7.5 
Missing 5 
Captured l 
Total Ca.sualties~l,720 



1 · WWII 

8TH ARMORED DIVISION "Thundering Herd" 

JANUARY 1945 

22 Jan 111111111 9 
24 Jan 11 
25 Jan 111 
26 Jan l 
27 Jan 11 
28 Jan 1 

18 

8TH ARMORED DIVISION'S 

FEBRUARY 1945 

1 Feb l 
ZJ Feb 11 
26 Feb 111 
27 Feb 11111111111111 14 
28 Feb 11111 

25 

*bloodiest day-------5 March 1945 
bloodiest month arch 1945 

MARCH 1945 

1 Mar 11 
4 Mar 11 
5 Mar 111111111111111111111111111111111111 J6* 
6 Mar 1111111 approx. 
7 Mar 1 65*men 
8 Mar 111111 
9 Mar 1 

28 Mar 11111111111111 14 
29 Mar 1111111111111 lJ 1 

\ 

JO Mar 11111 ' 
Jl Mar 1111 

91 

2nd bloodiest day 27 February and 28 March 1945 
Jrd bloodiest day 29 March 1945 

Total l::e.ttle deaths 355 
195 are listed=,54.~ KIA-299 

APRIL 194.5 

1 Apr 1 
2 Apr 111 
J Apr 11 
4 Apr 11111111 ~ 
5 Apr 111 
6 Apr 111111 
7 Apr 111111 
8 Apr 11111 
9 Apr 111 

10 Apr 111 
11 Apr 111111111 9 
12 Apr 11 
13 Apr l 
17 Apr 11 
18 Apr 1 
21 Apr 11 
25 Apr 1 
26 Apr 1 

59 

MAY 1945 

6 May 1 
10 May 1 

2 



9TH ARMORED DIVISION "Ph&ntom" 

Activated~l5 July 194-2 

Returned To United States-10 Octol::ier 194-5 

Inactivated-13 Octol::ier 194-j--

Battle Credits, World War II: Siegfried Line 

Days In Combat-91 

Commanding General (During Com ba. t, WW II): 
Maj-Gen John W. Leonard 

Ardennes Rhineland Central Europe 

Octol::ier 194-2-Inactivation 

Combat Chronicle: The 9th Armored Division landed in Normandy in Septeml::ier 1944, and 
first went into the line on 23 October 1944, on pitrol duty in a quiet, sector along the 
Luxembourg-German border. 

The 9th Armored was one of several divisions placed under the 8th CorJlS, U.S. 1st Army, 
and this was where the Germans struck their heaviest blow in their all-out counteroffensive 
in the Ardennes on 16 December 1944. 

The 9th Armored, with no real combat experience, was the most powerful unit present to 
oppose the German onslaught. In its first major ta.ttle, the 9th's 3 coml::a.t commands were 
forced to fight separately. Sheer guts saved the 9th Armored in this huge, confusing ta.t
tle. Comte.t Comma.nd B made a 6-day stand at St. Vith (along with several other American 
units) against numerically superior forces. It struck an advancing German unit with such 
power that it succeeded. in pushing it back across the Our River. Without flank protection 
CCB was forced to eventually pull ba.ck. 

German forces a.gain surged forth in an effort to destroy the coml:at command. In addit
ion to elements of the 1st SS Panzer and 62nd Volksgrena.dier Divisions, other German units 
included the 18th Volksgrenadier and pirt of the 116th Panzer Divisions. Despite ammunit
ion and food shortages, lack of air support, and the constant threat of l::ieing completely 
cut-off, CCB kept on smashing the relentless enemy attacks. After 6 days, the command with
drew back through an escape route opened up by the 82nd Airborne Division. 

Meanwhile, CCA fought for 10 days near Echternach, Luxembourg, at the southern end of the 
German assault, and then, after an all-night march without rest, launched its pu-t in the op
eration that resulted in the breaking of the German siege of Bastogne. 

CCR received a Distinguished Unit Citation for its p:lrt in the epic stand at Bastogne. 
It stood up against the German juggernaut and delayed it for )6 hours, giving the lOlst Air
borne Division precious time to dig-in to defend this vital town. It was during all this 
fighting that the 9th Armored had a Medal of Honor winner, Corporal Horace M. Thorne, Troop 
D, 89th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron, near Grufflingen, Belgium, on 21 Deceml::ier 1944. 

He was the leader of a coml::a.t :i;atrol, with the mission of driving German forces from dug
in positions in a heavily wooded area. As he advanced with a light machinegun, a German 
Mark III tank emerged from the woods and was quickly immobilized by fire from American light 
tanks supporting the :i;atrol. Two of the enemy tankmen were shot by Corporal Thorne l::iefore 



they could jump to the ground. To complete the destruction of the tank and its crew, Cpl 
Thorne crept forward alone through intense enemy machinegun fire until close enough to toss 
two grenades into the tank's open turret, killing two more Germans. 

He then seized a machinegun and set it up on the vehicle's rear deck. He fired short, 
rapid bursts into the German positions from his advantageous, but exposed position, and 
killed or wounded 8 of them. Two enemy machinegun crews left their positions and retreated 
in confusion. The corporal's gun then jammed, but rather than leave his post, he attempted 
to clear the stopi;age, and enemy small-arms fire, concentrating on the tank, killed him 
instantly. 

Cpl Thoma's heroic initia.tive and self-sacrifice inflicted considerable casualties on 
the Germans and insured the success of his p!.trol's mission. 

The 9th Armored received a rest during much of January 194.5, as the huge, bloody Battle 
of the Bulge drew to a close. 

In February 194.5, the Phantom Division got ready for an attack across the Boer River. 
It jumped-off on 28 February, as pl.rt of the U.S. lst Army's drive to the Rhine, and the 
9th couldn • t be stopped. The di vision slashed across the Roer to Rheinba.ch, and then elec
trified the entire Allied world with its capture, intact, of the Ludendorff Railroad Bridge 
at Remagen. 

On 7 March 194.5, the Phantoms, striking with lightning speed and scorning all risks, 
moved swiftly. A platoon of new Pershing tanks with 90mm guns, which could handle anything 
the Germans had, was assembled. In the town of Remagen, tanks and Gis moved hastily again
st spotty resistance, mostl1 from snipers. One prisoner said that the bridge was to be 
blown at 1600 hours (4 P.M.). The 9th Armored had 4.5 minutes to capture the bridge intact. 
Its men raced across the bridge under fire and established a bridgehead. across the Rhine be
fore the German engineers could blow the bridge. One 500 pound charge of TNT, very fortunat
ely for the Americans, failed to explode. Luck was with the Allies. 

Needless to say, Genera.ls Eisenhower, Bradley, and just a.bout everyone else on the Allied 
side were elated when they heard the news. Four U.S. divisions were quickly moved into the 
area to exploit the bridgehead-the lst, 9th, ?8th, and 99th Infantry. There was vicious 
fighting for a.bout a. week in the bridgehead, but the Americans were not to be denied this 
golden opportunity. As well as the war in Europe being, no doubt, considerably shortened, 
military authorities have also estimated that this heroic action by the 9th Armored Division 
saved at least a minimum of .5,000 American lives. 

Exploiting the bridgehead, the 9th Armored advanced southeast across the Lahn River to 
Lim burg, where it liberated thousands of Allied POW s. 

The 9th drove on toward Frankfurt, and then turned north to assist in the closing of the 
Ruhr Pocket. 

The 9th Armored then drove eastward through central Germany. A bridge was captured int
act over the Saale River near Naumburg. Further east, rugged fighting developed through the 
thick defense belt around Leipzig. The Germans used hundreds of ground-mounted antiaircraft 
guns, .500 of which were either knocked out or found al:andoned by the 9th Armored. CCA cap
tured a radio-radar station at Aud.gast, reputed to be the most powerful in Germany, as well 
as seizing an airfield at Polenz containing 250 planes. 

The 2nd and 69th Infantry Divisions then completed the taking of Leipzig, Germany's .5th 
largest city, after the 9th Armored had completely encircled the city. Some of the 9th's 
tanks assisted the 69th in the fighting inside the city. 

Then, in the final American offensive of the war in Europe, the 9th Armored was put under 
General Patton's Jrd Army. The 9th Armored attacked into northwestern Czechoslovakia in the 
vicinity of Karlovy Vary before V-E Day finally came on 8 May 1945. 

Honors: Congressional Medals of Honor--1 
Distinguished Unit Citations~ll * 
Distinguished Service Crosses~l 
Silver Stars 191 

* One each to Combat Commands B and R~ 
St. Vith and Bastogne, respectively 

Casualties: Total Battle Deaths-1H 
Killed In Action--6o7 
Wounded 2,350 
Missing 87 
Captured 08• 
Total Casualties~J,952: 
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grn ARMORED DIVISIOO "Phantom11 

NOVEMBER 1944 

2 Nov 1 
5 Nov 1 
7 Nov 1 

10 N.ov 1 

4 

DECEMBER 1944 

6 Dec 1 
16 Dec 111 
17 Dec 1111111111111111111111111 25* 
18 Dec 11111111111111111111 approx. 
19 Dec 1111111111111 lJ 20 55*"1en 
20 Dec 1111111 
21 Dec llllllllllx 11 
22 Dec 1111111111 10 
2J Dec 11 
24 Dec 1111111111 10 
25 Dec 1 
26 Dec 1111111 
27 Dec 111 
28 Dec 11111 
29 Dec 111111111 9 
JO Dec 11111111 8 
Jl Dec 1 

1)6 

grn ARMORED DIVISIOO'S 

JANUARY 1945 

1 Jan 11111111111 11 
2 Jan 1 
J Jan 1 
4 Jan 1 
5 Jan 1 

24 Jan 1 

16 

FEBRUARY 1945 

14 Feb 1 
25 Feb 1 
28 Feb 1111 

6 

*bloodiest day-------17 December 1944 
bloodiest month March 1945 
2nd bloodiest day 1 March 1945 
Jrd bloodiest day 18 December 1944 

Total l:attle deaths 741 
395 are listed=5J.3' KIA~607 

MARCH 1945 

1 Mar 11111111111111111111111 2J 
2 Mar 11111111111 11 
J Mar 1111 
4 Mar 111111111111111111 18 
5 Mar 11111111 8 
6 Mar 11 
7 Mar 1111 
8 Mar 11111 
9 Mar lllllll 

10 Mar 1111 
11 Mar 111 
lJ Mar 1 
14 Mar 11111111 8 
15 Mar 11111111111111 14 
16 Mar 11111111111111111 17 
17 Mar 1111111 
18 Mar 11 
21 Mar 1 
22 Mar 11111111 8 
25 Mar 1111 
26 Mar 11 
27 Mar 1111111111111 lJ 
28 Mar 1 
JO Mar 111111111 9 
Jl Mar 111 

179 

APRIL 1945 

1 Apr 111 
2 Apr 1 
4 Apr 11 
5 Apr 1 
9 Apr 11 

10 Apr 11111 
11 Apr 111 
12 Apr 111 
lJ Apr 11111111111 11 
14 Apr 11111 
15 Apr 11111111 8 
16 Apr 111 
18 Apr 1111 
22 Apr 1 
28 Apr 1 

53 

MAY 1945 

6 May 1 

1 



larH ARMORED D !VIS ION "Tiger" 

Activated-15 July 1942 

Returned To United States and Inactivated-lJ October 1945 

Battle Credits, World War II: Lorraine 
Rhineland --· Siegfried Line 

Central Europe 
Ardennes Saar 

Commanding General (During Com l::a t, WW II) : 
Maj-Gen William H. Morris, Jr. July 1944--May 1945 

Coml:at Chronicle: The loth Armored Division was activated at Ft. Benning, Georgia, on 
15 July 1942, and, after extensive training, la.nded at Cherbourg, France, on 23 September 
1944. The loth Armored was the first U .s. armored di vision to la.nd. on French soil directly 
from America. It put in another month of training at Teurtheville, France, before entering 
coml::at near Mars La Tour, on 2 November 1944, as ];&rt of the 2oth Cor:ps, U.S. )rd Army. The 
loth Armored was soon dubbed the "Ghost Division" by the Germans. 

In its initiation to coml::at, while the 5th and 95th Infantry Divisions made a direct att
ack on the fortress city of Metz, the loth Armored encircled the ancient city to seal off 
the enemy's escape routes and to prevent reinforcements from breaking through. 

On 15 November 1944, the entire loth Armored was assembled. near Kerling, northern Lorr
aine, and soon pressed forward. In a devastating attack it crashed. against the defenses of 
the German 416th Infantry and :i:art of the 25th Panzer Grenadier Divisions. By 19 November, 
the Germans had been forced l:ack to the Siegfried Line area as the loth Armored advanced to 
the vicinity of Merzig. Elements of the division were the first )rd Army soldiers to·set 
foot on German soil. The 25th Panzer Grenadier counterattacked. and fierce fighting ensued, 
but the Germans were beaten back with heavy losses. The following several days were spent 
in locating enemy positions in ];&trolling actions. 

Advancing into the so-called Saar-Moselle Triangle (or Orscholz Barrier), the Tigers met 
intensive resistance at Nennig, and were temporarily forced to withdraw under a protective 
artillery l::arrage. The town of Tettingen was also bitterly contested.. By 2 December, the 
last resistance in the Merzig sector was ended with the capture of Driesl:ach. · The loth was 
prep1.ring for a )rd Army assault to the Rhine, when the Germans opened their massive count
eroffensive in the Ardennes on 16 December 1944. 

The loth Armored was ordered northward and held defensive positions at Noville and Bras, 
Belgium, in bitter, confused fighting, suffering heavy casualties and, in turn, inflicting 
even worse losses on the Germans. Comb!Lt Command B was forced b!Lck to the vicinity of Bast
ogne. Here, it helped the lOlst Airborne Division in an epic stand against almost overwhel
ming German forces and repeated assaults. At one time, there were no less than 9 German div
isions somewhere around Bastogne. But they just couldn't break the Americans' heroic stand, 
and suffered appalling losses in their efforts. Along with the entire lOlst Airborne, CCB 
of the loth Armored received the Distinguished. Unit Citation for this monumental feat of arms. 

After resting for a short time in January 1945, the loth Armored moved mck south, and 
again into the Saar are&. In conjunction with the 94th Infantry Division and 5th Ranger 
Battalion, the loth cleared much of the Saar-Moselle Triangle in the most bitter type of com
bat. Nevertheless, the speed in which the loth advanced against some of the most heavily 



fortified positions on the Western Front was really remark.able. Highly important was a 
successful operation in which the Tigers and their vehicles were brought together east of 
the Saar River, after having crossed sepira.tely at Ayl and Ocld'en on 25 February. The loth 
Armored denied the Germa.ns a stable, continuous line of defense, and made it possible to 
launch a successful attack on Trier (population 77,000). The key city was finally taken 
in early-March 1945, after violent fighting in which the loth lost numerous tanks to heavy 
anti-tank fire. By early-March, after capturing Trier, the Tigers had taken a total of 
some 10,000 POWs in the Triangle, 4,500 at Trier, alone. This entire operation earned the 
highest praise from General Patton. 

Then, beginning lJ March 1945, as pa.rt of a massive Jrd Army assault into the Palatinate, 
the loth Armored smashed through the city of Kaiserslautern, advanced to the Rhine near 
Landau against a routed and confused enemy, and crossed that fabled river on 28 March, near 
Mannheim. At Schwetzingen the Tigers ran into resistance by the German l98th Infantry Div
ision. But then, in conjunction with the 6)rd Infantry Division, the loth Armored took the 
famous university city of Heidelberg against hardly any resistance. Indeed, a good share 
of the populace, sick of the war, turned out to throw flowers at the Aaericans! 

However, fUrther east, all three divisions of the U.S. 6th Corps, 7th Army~the loth 
Armored and the 6Jrd and lOoth Infantry Divisions---ran into fUrious fighting in the Neckar 
River Valley. . ------

After forcing the Neckar and then Kocher Rivers, a.gain working with the 6Jrd Division, 
the loth Armored wa.s halted in a. thrust toward Crailsheim by furious German opposition in
cluding counterattacks and air strikes. The 'te.ttle soon developed into a major affair as 
the Germans continued to 'te.ttle tenaciously. They even threw in their newest weapon, the 
ME 262. Heavily armed and able to fly at blinding speed, this jet undoubtedly would have 
made a considerable difference in the course of the war, had the Germans begun producing 
them much sooner than they did. 

On the night of 10 April, the Germans made a rugged attack with 600 troops from the 6th 
SS Mountain Division. Penetrating the ma.in line of resistance, these Austrians fought a 
pitched 'te.ttle with the Americans in the streets of Crailsheim. The enemy managed to occ
upy some buildings, bit these were soon blrned and blasted out and this situation restored. 

Shortly after this, on the 11th, another force of soae 600 Germans supported by self
propelled guns attacked Ilshofen from the northwest. This attack was also foiled. 

The loth Armored, however, soon realized that there were just too many Germans in this 
area. with rockets and heavy air support, and with the tankers being subjected to numerous 
strafing attacks. And so, after capturing 2,000 prisoners in the Crailsheim 'te.ttle, Gener
al Morris directed the 10th to shift Ce.ck to the northwest and capture Ohringen, thus rel
ieving pressure on the lOOth Infantry Division which was 'te.ttling in Heilbronn, to the west 
and back on the Neck.ar River. The loth had to fight German soldiers and civilians a.like 
who resisted with :i;:anzerfausts, blrp guns, and grenades. What a strange, tragic land.
this Germany under Nazism. In one town the people would throw flowers at the Gis and wave 
white flags out of their windows, and in another town fight like demons! 

The Tiger Division then advanced almost straight south, moving east of the Nec1ra.r and 
through WUrttemberg via. Bubenorbis, Gaildorf, and Schwabisch Gmilnd., crossing :the Rems River 
and reaching Kirchheim. The 10th then continued on to the Danube where it crossed at Ehin
gen, 23-25 April 1945. 

Advancing Jnto southern Bavaria, the loth Armored was greeted at Memmingen by about 5,000 
gleeful, howling Allied POWs. Among others, there were British, French, Belgians, Russians, 
and Yugoslavs. 

At Riedhausen, elements of the loth met stiff resistance and were temporarily stopped. 
But not for long. The tankers and infantrymen soon surged forward 2J miles to take Ober
ammergau, scene of the world-famous Pa.ssion Play. Not :i;:ausing, the Gis pushed on to with
in 5 miles of Garmisch-Pa.rtenkirchen where they were halted by a huge crater. At the same 
time, further west, other elements entered beautiful Neuschwanstein Castle near Fiissen, 
where the Germans had confiscated millions of dollars worth of artistic loot that they had 
stripped from all over Europe. 

This phase of the action provided one of the most drama.tic episodes in the loth Armored's 
distinguished com'te.t record. For the loth contributed in no sma.11 measure to shattering 
any hope of remaining die-hard Nazis for a la.st ditch stand in the western :i;:art of the 



National Redoubt. The vital Echleal:acher Bridge, connecting the lowlands of southern B&v
a.ria. with the Geran Alpine country, wa.a seized intact. Thia involved a daring ~t raid 
in which German guard.a on either end of the si:an were overpowered before they could blow 
it up. 

Aa the 10th Armored entered the Alps, the main d&nger was :f'roa Germa.ns with ianzerfauata 
on the higher ground overlooking the roads. As the 10th entered the Austrian border, en
trenched. Ger111&n infantry attempted to tar the way wt were quickly brushed a.side. 

On '.30 April, the 10th Armored tagged 2,500 prisoners a.nd in just 5 d&ya had negotiated 
some 100 ailea of difficult terrain. On this day, also, pa.rt of the 10th pushed to within 
35 miles of the Italian :f'rontier, toward Innsbruck, when it waa stopped by road craters. 
But the men of the 10th Armored :figured that Garmisch was a pretty nice place to end the 
wa.r, anyway. 

Thia final drive below the Danube into southern Bavaria. and the Austrian Tyrol was char
acterized. by the Tigers aeeting mostly sporadic to 11oderate resistance. It was also mark
ed by sleepless d&ys and nights, sizzling speed, strained nerves, rain, snow, aud, and cold. 
But at la.st the ordeal was over. Among other :fea.ts of arms, the 10th Armored had captured 
_56,000 prisoners and 650 cities and towns. After extensive occuiational duty in southern 
Bavaria, the 10th Aniored. returned home in October 1945, and waa inactivated. 

Honors: 
ti· -~ 

Congressional Medals of Honor---0 
Distinguished. Unit Citations----S * 
Distinguished. Service Crosses--19 
Silver Stars 12 

* One to Coml:at Command B---Defense Of Ba.stogne 

Cuualties: Total Battle Deaths-94.5 
Killed In Action--790 
Wounded 4,00J 
Missing -C:# 
Captured 216 
Total Casualties~.5,07J 



1 · WWII 

OCTOBER 1944 

20 Oct 1 
JO Oct 1 

2 

lOTH ARMORED DIVISION "Tiger" 

NOVEMBER 1944 

5 Nov 1 
11 Nov 1 
14 Nov 1 
15 Nov 1 
16 NOV 1111111 
17 NOV 111111111 9 
18 Nov 11111111111111111111 20 
19 Nov 111111111 9 
20 Nov 1111111111 10 
21 Nov 1111111 
22 Nov 11111111 8 
2J Nov 11111 
24 Nov 1111 
25 Nov 11 
26 Nov 111111111 9 
27 Nov 1111111 
28 Nov 11 
29 Nov 1 
JO Nov 111111 

110 

DECEMBER 1944 

5 Dec 1 
6 Dec 1 
8 Dec 1 

18 Dec 111111111 9 
19 Dec 11111111111111111111111111111 29it 
20 Dec 11111111111111 14 approx. 
21 Dec 111111 1 t 55*men 
22 Dec 1111111 \ 
2J Dec 111111 ' 
24 Dec 11111111111 11 
25 Dec 11 
27 Dec 1 
JO Dec 11 
Jl Dec 11 

92 

JANUARY 1945 
2 Jan 1 
J Jan 1 
5 Jan 1 
9 Jan 1 

12 Jan 1 
lJ Jan 1 
16 Jan 111 
18 Jan 11 
22 Jan 1 
2J Jan 1 
28 Jan 1 

14 



2 · WWII 

FEBRUARY 1945 

20 Feb 111111 
22 Feb 1111 
2) Feb 11 
24 Feb 11111 
25 Feb 111111111111 12 
26 Feb 11111111 8 
27 Feb 111111111 9 
28 Feb 111 

49 

lCYI'H ARMORED DIVISION'S 

lOl'H ARMORED DIVISION "Tiger" 

MARCH 1945 

1 Mar 111111111111111111111 21 
2 Mar 11 
3 Mar 1 
4 Mar 1111 
5 Mar 1111111 
6 Mar 11111111111 11 
8 Mar 1111111111111 13 
9 Mar 1111111 

11 Mar 11 
12 Mar 1 
16 Mar 1111111 
18 Mar 111111111 9 
19 Mar 111 
20 Mar 11 
21 Mar 111111111111111111 18 
22 Mar 1111111 
23 Mar 111111111 9 
24 Mar 1 
26 Mar 1 
JO Mar 1 
Jl Mar 11111111111 11 

1)8 

*bloodiest day-------19 December 1944 
bloodiest month arch 1945 
2nd bloodiest day 1 March 1945 
)rd bloodiest day 18 November 1944 

Total l:attle deaths . 945 
5o6 are listed=52.~ XIA-790 

APRIL 1945 

1 Apr 1111111111 10 
2 Apr 1111111111111 lJ 
J Apr 111 
4 Apr 1 
5 Apr 1111111111 10 
6 Apr 111 
7 Apr 1111 
8 Apr J,.lllll 
9 Apr 111111 

10 Apr 11111111 8 
11 Apr 1 
12 Apr 1111 
14 Apr 11 
15 Apr 1 
16 Apr 111 
17 Apr 11 
18 Apr 11 
19 Apr 1 
20 Apr 1111 
21 Apr 11111 
22 Apr 111 
24 Apr 1 
26 Apr 1 
27 Apr l 
28 Apr l 
29 Apr 111 
JO Apr l 

100 

HAY 1945 

5 May l 

1 



ll'l'H ARMORED DIVISION '"Thunderbolts" 

Activated-15 August 1942 

Ina.ctivated-Jl August 194.5 in Europe 

Ba. ttle Credi ts, World War II.~Ard.ennes 

Days In Com't:at-96 

Commanding Genera.ls (During Com't:at, WV II): 

Rhineland 

Brig-Gen Charles s. Kilburn 
Maj-Gen Holmes E. Dager 

Central Europe 

March 1944-March 1945 
March 1945-Inactivation 

Combat Chronicle: The 11th Armored Division arrived in Engl.a.nd on 12 November 1944, and 
trained for one month. on the Salisbury Plain. 

The 11th· Armored landed in Normandy in mid-December 1944, assigned to contain the Ger
mns holding out in the Brittany port of Lorient. However, the German counteroffensive in 
the Ard.ennes resulted in a forced march to the Meuse River, and the defense of a JO-mile 
sector from Givet to Sedan, beginning 2J December 1944. 

Under the )rd Army, the 11th Armored and 87th Infantry Divisions launched an attack from 
the Neufchatea.u area in southeastern Be'.4;iwa on JO December. This attack ran into the right 
:f'lank of a renewed German assault on Ba.stogne, and the fighting was hea.vy and furious, a.mid 
appa.lling winter conditions-the worst winter in Europe in half-a-century. The Germans 
then decided to stabilize, establishing well-chosen positions :from which they lashed out 
repeatedly with tank-in:fa.ntry counterattacks. The Germans were supported by 7.5mm artillery, 
heavy mortar, and rocket fire. 

On New Year's Day, 1945, an attack wa.s launched on Chenogne which fell by noon that day. 
CCA then attacked in the heavily defended Hubermont-Millomont-Rechimont areas. The leading 
tank :force ma.de some progress, but wa.s soon slowed down by a heavy German armored-infantry 
counterattack. However, air support, artillery, and tank fire stopped this attack with huge 
losses to the Germans. 

In the most bitter combat, the 11th Armored slugged northward through Morhet. In 5 :free
zing days, the- Thunderbolts ha.d. tackled two era.ck German di visions, punched them be.ck sever
al miles, cleared JO aqua.re miles of rugged terrain, and liberated a dozen towns. The 11th 
suffered very heavy casualties, but so did the Germans, as the latter were slowly forced 
'tack to the north. Bertogne, Compogne, a.nd Wyoort were captured, a.nd. then, on 16 January, 
the Thunderbolts linked-up with elements of the U.S. lst Army at Houffalize. On the 18th, 
the llth Armored was relieved by the 17th Airborne Division. Few outfits have ever received 
a. bloodier initiation to coml:at amid even worse weather conditions, a.nd the llth Armored 
Division was now a 'tattle-proven, com't:at hardened outfit. 

Resuming the attack in early-February 1945, the 11th pushed into the austere Eifel, tak
ing a. number of smaller towns by 20 Fe brua.ry. 

After a brief rest, the 11th Armored crossed the Priim and Kyll Rivers, a.nd took the towns 
of Gerolstein a.nd Nieder Bettingen against violent opposition by elements of the 5th Pa.rs.ch-



ute a.nd '40th Volk:sgrenad.ier Divisions. In the sweep to the Rhine, Anderna.cb a.nd Bro'hl 
fell by 9 March. By 17 March, the 11th had crossed the Moselle a.t Bullay a.nd entered the 
Palatinate. On 19 March 1945, the llth Armored had a. Medal of Honor winner, Sta.ff Sergeant 
Herbert H. Burr, Comiany c, 4lst Tank Batta.lion, near Dorr:moschel, Germany. 

Sgt. Burr displayed conspicuous ga.llantry when the tank in which he was a. bow gunner was 
hit by an enemy rocket. The rest of the crew a.tandoned. the tank, but Sgt. Burr immediately 
climbed into the d.ri ver 's seat. As he rounded a turn he encountered an 88lllDI anti tank gun 
and its crew at point-blank range. Heroically disregarding his own safety, he made straight 
for this gun and drove his tank over it, completely demolishing it and ca.using the crew to 
flee in confusion, 

He then skillfully sideswiped a German truck, overturned it, and then returned to his 
comiany with the tank. He then ran through a hail of sniper fire to direct medical person
nel to a. stricken comrade. Sgt, Burr survived to later receive his a.ward. 

The a.irport at Vorms was captured on 21 March, a.nd then, after rest and maintenance, 
the 11th Armored drove a.cross the Rhine at Oppenheim. Heading northeast, the division ran 
into tough resistance near Ha.nau, including some very heavy German armored elements. After 
overcoming this, the 11th helped take the sizeable town of Fulda, and, after crossing the 
Verra River, advanced into the southern pl.rt of the Thiiringen Forest in central Germany, 
reaching Oberho:t', Zella-Me~and Suhl on 3 April. Suhl fell in house-to-house coml::e.t. 

Swinging in an arc to the southeast, the Thunderbolts took Coburg and Kulmba.ch, and then 
Bayreuth against scattered. sniper resistance, 14 April. Further south, the 11th Armored 
ran into considerable mortar :fire before overrunning the town of Grafenwobr and its nearby 
armored training area.. 20 April was spent clearing and consolidating in this area.. 

Then, continuing the advance, the 11th attacked generally southeast in a corridor bet
ween the Danube and the Czech border, generally following a.long the north side of the Dan
ube. The division, after capturing a. number of other sma.11 towns, reached Cham, not fa.r 
from the Czech border. This town is about JO miles northeast of :Regensburg, and 1,200 
feet high in the :Bohemian Forest. Iarge numbers of Hungarian troops who were still allied 
to the Germans surrendered in this region. 

In the final all-out drive, the 11th Armored over.ran Grafenau and Freyung, and also sei
zed Neufeld.en and :wettl. Though on the run, elements of the 2nd SS Panzer -na.s Reich,. and 
other German units were in the llth's zone of advance. The Germa.ns put up their la.st fan
atical resistance along the approaches to the city of Linz, Austria., wt the Thunderbolts 
blasted away a.t them until the city finally :fell on .5 May 194.5. 

Soon after, the llth Armored liberated. the concentration camps at Ma.uthausen a.nd Gusen. 
At Ma.uthausen there were about 20,000 slave-la.borers of 16 different nationalities. These 
filthy camps, emanating wretched human misery and the stench of death, were thrown open to 
the cleansing air. The dead littering the grounds were buried and the other ema.cipa.ted in-
11a.tes who had miraculously escaped the slaughter were given medical ca.re, food, and cloth
ing. Nurses 0£ the 66th Field Hospital, working with CC:S, tended these ha.1£-dea.d erea.tures 
too weak a.nd helpless to move out of their own excrement. Vha.t joy this triumphant fighting 
out:fit had felt rapidly turned to violent hatred at this sight of attempted 1118.SS obliter
ation. Despite a.11, however, the task of cleaning up the ca.mp a.nd ca.ring for-the in.ma.tea 
was completed with customary division thoroughness, Some 1,000 German prison guards were 
rounded up and ta.ken ta.ck to Ga.llneukirchen a.s prisoners, 

Elements of the 11th then pushed south a.nd east, and the Russian 7th Parachute Gua.xds 
Division was contacted a.t Amstetten on V-E Day, 8 Ma.y 194.5. The 11th then assembled. at 
Freudenthal. The Thunderbolts had ta.ken a grand total of 76,229 prisoners. 

The 11th Armored wa.s then placed on occuiationa.l duty in the Oberdona.u area until inact
ivated on 31 August 194.5. 

Honors: Congressiona.l Medals of Honor~l 
Distinguished Unit Cita.tions----o 
Distinguished Service Crosses-) 
Silver Sta.rs 227 

Casual ties: Total Battle De& ths-626 
Killed In Action-----52) 
Vound.ed. 2,'.)94 
Missing ll 
Captured 110 
Total Ca.aual ties- 2, 968 



1 WWII 

llTH ARMORED DIVISION "Thunderbolt" 

DECEMBER 1944 

JO Dec 11111111111111111 a7 
Jl Dec 11111111111111111111111111111111 J2it' 

4 
approx. 

9 601tmen 

JANUARY 1945 

1 Jan lllillllllllllllllllllllllll 28 
2 Jan 1111111111111 1) 
4 Jan 1 
5 Jan 11111 
6 Jan 1 
7 Jan 1 

lJ Jan 111111111111 12 
14 Jan 1111111111111111111111111111111 Jl 
15 Jan 111111111111 12 
16 Jan 111111 
17 Jan.11 
18 Jan 1 
19 Jan 1 
22 Jan 1 

115 

llTH ARMORED DIVISION'S 

'*1>loodiest day-------)1 December 1944 
bloodiest month January 1945 
2nd bloodiest day 14 January 1945 
Jrd bloodiest day 1 January 1945 

Total tattle deaths 628 
329 are listed=52.3' KIA-523 

FEBRUARY 1945 

1Feb1 
6 Feb 11 
8 Feb 1 
9 Feb 1 

10 Feb 11111 
12 Feb 1 
16 Feb 11 
19 Feb 1 
20 Feb 1111 
22 Feb 11 

20 

MARCH 1945 

2 Mar 1 
J Mar 11 
4 Mar 111111 
5 Mar 111 
6 Mar 1111111111111 lJ 
7 Mar 1111 
8 Mar 111 
9 Mar 11 l ~· 

10 Mar 111 
11 Mar 111 
12 Mar 1 
14 Mar 1 
17 Mar 1 
18 Mar 1111111111111 13 
19 Mar 111 
20 Mar 11111 
23 Mar 1 
24 Mar 1 
25 Mar 1 
28 Mar 1 
29 Mar 1111111111 10 
JO Mar 11111 
Jl Mar 11111 

88 

APRIL 1945 

1 Apr 111 
2 Apr 111 
J Apr 111111111 9 
4 Apr 111 
5 Apr 11 
7 Apr 111 
8 Apr 1 
9 Apr 1 

12 Apr 1 
14 Apr 1 
18 Apr 1 
2J Apr 11 
24 Apr 11 
25 Apr 111 
26 Apr 111 
28 Apr 11 
29 Apr 1 
JO Apr 11111 

46 

MAY 1945 

1 May 1111 
4 May 1111 
6 May 111 

11 



12TH ARMORED DIVISION "Hellcat" 

Activated-15 September 1942 

Returned To United States-1 December 1945 ---Inactivated-J December 1945 

Battle Credits, World War II: 

Days In Comba t-102 

Siegfried Line 
Central Europe 

Commanding General (During Combat, WW II): 
Maj-Gen Roderick R. Allen 

Alsace Saar Rhineland 

September 1944-July 1945 

Combat Chronicle: The 12th Armored Division landed at Liverpool, England, on 2 October 
1944, and then. was stationed at Tidworth. It arrived at Le Havre, France, 11 November 1944. 

Advance elements first met the Germans near Weisslingen, on 5 December 1944, and the en
tire division relieved the 4th Armored Division at Singling on 7 December 1944, and advanc
ed against the Maginot Line fortifications. In this attack, Rohrbach, in northern Alsace, 
and the area about Bettviller were liberated by 12 December. Uttweiler, Germany, was sei
zed on 21 December, as the 12th Armored bit into the outer ring of the Siegfried Line fort
ifications. During this operation the 12th Armored sustained casualties of 62 men killed 
in action, 4,54 wounded, and 4 men missing in action. The 12th captured 229 prisoners. 

After a short period of maintenance and rehabilitation, the 12th Armored moved against 
the German offensive in northern Alsace which had commenced on l January 1945. Basically, 
the si tua. tion in Alsace, at this time, was this: The Germans made four ma.in efforts in. 
this offensive-an attack near the fortress town of Bitche; another in the Hardt Mountains 
further east; a third yet further east in the northeast corner of Alsace, near Hatten and 
Rittershoffen; and a fourth attack where the Germans forced a bridgehead across the Rhine 
in the Gambsheim-Drusenheim area, somewhat north of the city of Strasbourg, a major German 
objective. It was against this last German effort that the 12th Armored moved. 

U.S. Intelligence had badly underestimated the strength of this German bridgehead, at 
first believing this force to number no more than 800-1,200 men. As it turned out, there 
were no less than two crack German divisions in this area, the 10th SS Panzer and 55Jrd 
Volksgrenadier. 

Between 16-20 January 1945, furious fighting took place in the Gambsheim-Drusenheim 
bridgehead between the 12th Armored and the Germans, especially in Herrlisheim. The 12th, 
in very heavy combat, attempted to eliminate this enemy bridgehead, but was forced back 
with heavy losses. However, on 19 January 1945, the 12th Armored defeated a very strong 
enemy attack consisting of over 800 infantrymen and 50 tanks. Soon after, the 12th was 
relieved by the )6th Infantry Division which continued the eventually successful battle, 
aided by elements of the 79th Infantry Division. 

After this bitter battleJ the 12th Armored was one of several U.S, divisions called 
upon to help out the French eliminate the troublesome Colmar Pocket in central Alsace. 
The Germans had had time to build up an elaborate system of defense works with many mL~e~, 



1 - WWII 

DECEMBER 1944 
8 Dec 1111 
9 Dec 1111111 

10 Dec 111111 
11 Dec 1 
1) Dec 11 
14 Dec 1 
15 Dec 111 
17 Dec 1 
18 Dec 1 
21 Dec 11111 
2) Dec 111 
24 Dec 1 
25 Dec 1 

J6 

JANUARY 1945 
,7 Jan 1 
8 Jan 11 
9 Jan 111111 

10 Jan 1 
11 Jan 1 
12 Jan 1 
15 Jan 11 

12TH ARMORED DIVISION "Hellcat" 

16 Jan lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllil.1111111 55* 
17 Jan lllllllllllllllilllllllllll 27 \ approx. 
18 Jan 111111111111111111 18 ' 1001Einen 
19 Jan 1111111111 10 
20 Jan 1 
21 Jan 1 
22 Jan 11 
2) Jan 1 
25 Jan 1 
)1 Jan 11 

1)2 

FEBRUARY 194.5 
) Feb l 
4 Feb 11111111111111 14 
5 Feb 111111111111 12 
6 Feb 111 
7 Feb 1 
8 Feb 1 
9 Feb 1 

JJ 



2 WWII 

MARCH 1945 

7 Mar 1 
8 Mar 1 

18 Mar 1 
19 Mar 111111111 9 
20 Mar 11111 
21 Mar 111111 
22 Kar 111111 
2) Mar 1111111111111 13 
24 Mar 11 
28 Mar 1 
29 Mar 111 
Jl Mar 1111111111 10 

58 

12TH ARMORED DIVISION'S 

12TH ARMORED DIVISION "Hellcat" 

APRIL 1945 

1 Apr 111111111111111111111 21 
2 Apr 1 
4 Apr 111111 
5 Apr 1111111111 10 
6 Apr l 
7 Apr 11111 
8 Apr 1111 
9 Apr 1 

10 Apr 11111111111111 14 
11 Apr 1111 
12 Apr 11111111 8 
lJ Apr 11 
15 Apr 111 
16 Apr 11 
17 Apr 1 
18 Apr 1 
19 Apr 11 
20 Apr 1 
21 Apr 1 
22 Apr 11 
23 Apr 111 
24 Apr 11 
25 Apr 11111111 8 
26 Apr 11111 
29 Apr 1 

109 

*bloodiest day-------16 January 1945 
bloodiest month January 1945 
2nd bloodiest day 17 January 1945 
)rd bloodiest day l April 1945 

Total battle deaths 718 
377 are listed=52.~ KIA~605 

MAY 1945 

1 May 1 
3 May 11 
4 May 11 

5 

I~ 

JULY 1945 

16 July 111 
17 July 1 

4 



lJTH ARMORED DIVISION "Black Cat" 

Activa.ted-1.5 October 1942 

Returned To United States--2) July 194.5 

Inactivated-1.5. November 124-5.-

Battle Credits, World War II: Ruhr Pocket 

Days In Coml:at-16 

Commanding Generals (During Coml:at, WW II): 
Maj-Gen John B. Wogan 
Maj-Gen John Millikin 

Central Europe 

October 1942-April 194.5 
April~eptember 194.5 

Coml:at Chronicle: The lJth Armored Division landed at Le Havre, France, on 29 January 194.5. 
After performing occupation duties, the lJth moved to Hornberg, near Kassel, in western Ger
many, and prepared for coml:at. 

The lJth Armored entered the Battle of the Ruhr Pocket, the attack jumping-off from 
Honner on 10 April 194.5. After crossing the Sieg River, the lJth pushed northward just 
east of the Rhine, toward Siegburg. Fierce resistance was encountered from the German 
)rd Parachute Division, and casualties were considerable, including the loss of )0 tanks. 
Nevertheless, the l)th Armored l:attled into the pocket, taking Siegburg and then Bergiseh
Gladl:ach. The division continued north toward Mettmann and the industrial city of Duisburg, 
as resistance in the pocket collapsed in mid-April 1945. 

Then, receiving orders to transfer to Patton's Jrd Army, the Black Cats proceeded on a 
rather long journey into Bavaria. 

Starting off in the attack from Parsberg, 26 April, the lJth Armored first crossed the 
Regen and then the Danube Rivers, the latter near Mattling. It then cleared the good-sized 
town of Straubing, and then advanced toward the Isar River. 

Moderate to heavy resistance was encountered in this drive through southern Germany. 
The l)th was never stopped, its men fighting with the skill and coolness of hardened veter
ans. Fighting against an enemy who wouldn't admit he was licked, the lJth beat l:ack two 
heavy infantry attacks and then crossed the Isar River. Continuing on to the Austrian bor
der, the division crossed the Inn River and smashed into Braunau, Austria, birthplace of 
Adolf Hitler. A bridgehead was established at Ma.rktl, but not exploited as orders came 
down to reassemble north of the Inn on J May. Preparations were made for further advances, 
when the war in Europe ended on 8 May 194.5. 

The lJth Armored remained in Germany until 25 June, and then left Le Havre, France, for 
home on 14 July 194.5. 

Honors: Congressional Medals of Honor---0 
Distinguished Unit Citations~O 
Distinguished Service Crosses~O 
Silver Stars~~~~~~~~~~ 

Casualties: Total Battle Deaths-129 
Killed In Action 107 
Wounded 712 
Missing 16 
Captured 34-
Total Casualties 869 



1 WWII 

MARCH 1945 

27 Mar 1 

1 

lJTH ARMORED DIVISICW'S 

lJI'H ARMORED DIVISIOO "Black Cat" 

APRIL 194.5 

J Apr 1 
10 Apr 11 
11 Apr 1 
12 Apr 1111111111111111 16* 
lJ Apr 1111111111 10 approx. 
14 Apr 11 2.J*men 
15 A pr 1111111 
16 Apr 1111111111111 lJ 
17 Apr 11 
18 Apr 11 
19 Apr 1 
21 Apr 1 
2J Apr 1 
25 Apr 1 
28 Apr 1111 
JO Apr 1111 

68 

*bloodiest day·-------12 April 1945 
bloodiest month April 1945 
2nd bloodiest day 16 April 1945 
)rd bloodiest day lJ April 1945 

Total tattle deaths 129 
73 are listed=56.~ KIA~l07 

MAY 194.5 

1 May 111 
J May 1 

4 



14TH ARMORED DIVISION "Libera tor" 

Activated-15 November 1942 

Returned To United States-? September 1945 

Inactivated-16 September 1945 --· Battle Credits, World War I:r-1 Vosges Mountains 
Days In Comba.t-167 Central Europe 

Commanding General (During Combat, WW II)1 
Maj-Gen Albert C. Smith 

Alsace Siegfried Line 

July 1944-Inactivation 

Rhineland 

Combat Chronicle: The 14th Armored Division, activated at Ca.mp Chaffee, Ari..ansas, in Nov
ember 1942, was destined to fight under two armies, the 7th and Jrd, in that order. 

The 14th Armored landed at Marseille, France, on 29 October 1944. Within two weeks el
ements of the division were in minor action, maintaining defensive positions along the 
French-Italian border. 

The 14th was then soon moved north, and saw its first major comba.t in the attacks through 
the Vosges Mountains, under the 6th Corps, U.S. 7th Army. Hard fighting, 27-28 November 
1944, at Gertwiller, Benfeld, and Barr, cracked German defenses, and the 14th Armored was on 
the Alsatian Plain by early-December 1944. 

After regrouping, the 14th attacked into northern Alsace, along with other 7th Army div
isions. It crossed the Lauter River, on 12 December 1944, and bit into the Siegfried Line 
against heavy opposition, 18-19 December. On Christmas Day, the 14th was assigned defen
sive positions running south of Bitche, near Neunhoffen. 

When the Germans began their furious offensive in northern Alsace, on 1 January 1945, 
the 14th Armored was in the thick of the action right on the first day of the attack. First, 
it helped thwart the German thrust in the Bitche area in heavy fighting. It was during this 
hard-fought action that the 14th Armored had a Medal of Honor winner, Pfc George B. Turner, 
Battery C, 499th Armored Field Artillery Battalion, Philippsbourg, France, J January 1945. 

Pfc Turner was 45 years old when he won his nation's highest award. He was ·cut-off from 
his artillery unit by a German tank-infantry attack. He noticed two German tanks and around 
75 German sold_iers advancing down the main street of the town. 

Seizing a bazooka, he advanced under intense small-arms and cannon fire to meet the tanks. 
Standing in the center of the road, he fired at them and destroyed one and disabled the oth
er. From a nearby halftrack, he then dismounted a machinegun, placed it in the open street, 
and fired into the German infantrymen, killing or wounding a large number of them, and brea
king up their attack. 

In the American counterattack which followed, two supporting tanks were disabled by an 
enemy antitank gun. Firing a light machinegun from the hip, Pfc Turner held off the Germans 
so that the crews of these tanks could get out of them. Painfully wounded by an explosion 
from one of the tanks, he refused to be evacuated, and remained with the infantry until the 
following day. 

Pfc Turner then helped drive off an enemy patrol, and assisted in capturing a hostile 
strongpoint. He also voluntarily drove a truck through heavy enemy fire to deliver wounded 



men to a rearward aid station. 
The intrepid courage and great initiative displayed by Pfc Turner contributed vitally in 

the defense of Philippsbourg, and inspired the troops around him. His actions were in keep
ing with the highest traditions of the U.S. military. And he survived the war to receive 
his award. 

Although eventually forced to withdraw from the Bitche area, the 14th Armored remained 
intact. But then the Germans tried to break through in the northeastern part of Alsace. 
They attacked with a number of crack divisions~the 21st Panzer, 25th Panzer Grenadier, 
7th Parachute, 10th SS Panzer, and 55Jrd Volksgrenadier. In very heavy, violent fighting 
the 14th Armored, along with the 12th Armored and J6th, 42nd, ?9th, and lOJrd Infantry Div
isions---all helped to slow down and finally stop this dangerous onslaught. 12 January 
1945, was the 14th Armored•s bloodiest day in combat of the war, and the 14th play~d a.con
spicuous pa.rt in frustrating the German effort to capture the city of Strasbourg, a major 
objective. 

However, fierce fighting continued to rage in the northeast part of Alsace, and the 14th 
was again forced to give up ground. After 19 January 1945, the fighting died-down in the 
l4th's sector. Combat Command B then cleared Schweighausen and part of the Bois de Ohlungen 
(woods) by 25 January, and by the end of the month, the German offensive in Alsace had come 
to a complete halt. Dur~tlirs cold, bloody month of January 194.5, in Alsace, northeast
ern France, the 14th Armored had at least 2JO men killed in action, hundreds more wounded, 
and numerous men captured. 

After resting during most of February 1945 (although there were still some dangerous 
pa.trol actions), the 14th took pa.rt in the Siegfried Line offensive, mid-March 1945, in the 
latter pa.rt of the attack, and then suffered heavy casualties in the fight to the Rhine. By 
the end of March, the 14th had captured Schaidt and Germersheim, on the Rhine. 

On Easter·Sunday, 1 April 1945, the 14th Armored crossed the Rhine, near Worms, and ad
vanced east-northeast. In the left (north) flank of the ?th Army, it ran into a major bat
tle in GemUnden, on the Main River, which required the help of fighter-bomber strikes again
st the Germans. The 14th was assisted in this fight by the ?th Infantry Regiment, Jrd Inf
antry Division. 

The 14th Armored then took Lohr, Briickenau, Neustadt, and other towns, and then swung 
south to liberate 5,000 war prisoners at Ha.mmelburg, including General Patton's son-in-law. 

Driving on eastward, and outflanking Bayreuth and Nuremberg, the 14th Armored was then 
placed under Patton•s Jrd Army. 

From 19-21 April 1945, the 14th Armored was involved in some protracted combat with one 
of the Americans• most persistent nemesis• throughout the fighting on the Western Front~ 
the 17th SS Panzer Grenadier Division~recent defenders of bla.sted-out Nuremberg. This 
troublesome German outfit was finally forced back, and the 14th then resumed its attack. 
It reached the Altmilhl River, at Beilngries and Gungolding on 24 April. The Liberators 
then proceeded with bridging this river under heavy enemy fire. The division crossed the 
Altmilh1, 26 April 1945, and reached the Danube that same day with CCA at Menning, CCB at 
Neustadt, and CCR at Malling. The 14th Armored then advanced rapidly to liberate the .POW 
camp at Moosburg, and freeing over 10,000 Allied prisoners. 

The Liberators then crossed the Isar River, deep in Bavaria, and were advancing toward 
the Inn River, on the Austrian border against moderate resistance, when the division was 
pinched out of the attack. 

The 14th Armored fired its la.st rounds of the war in Europe, on 2 May 194..5, and was proc
essing POWs, when V-E Day finally came on 8 May 194..5. The advance through south-central 
Germany and Bavaria hadn't been an easy one. During April-early May 194..5, the 14th Armored 
had 14.5 men killed in action or died of wounds. 

After occupational duties, the 14th Armored returned home in September 1945. 

Honors: Congressional Medals of Honor~l 
Distinguished Unit Citations~2 
Distinguished Service Crosses-9 
Silver Stars 27J 

Casualties: Total Battle Deaths-609 
Killed In Action ~ 
Wounded l,955 
Missing 18 
Captured 212 
Total Casualties~2,729 



l WW.II 

NOVEMBER l~ 

18 Nov 1 
20 Nov 1 
21 Nov 1 
22 Nov 111 
23 Nov 1 
24 Nov 1111 
25 Nov 111 
26 Nov 1 
27 Nov 1111111 
28 Nov 11111111111111 14 
29 Nov 11 
30 Nov 1 

J9 

14TH ARMORED DIVISION "Liberator'" 

DECEMBER 1944 
3 Dec l 
7 Dec 111 
8 Dec 11 

14 Dec 111 
15 Dec 1111 
16 Dec 11 
17 Dec 11 
18 Dec 111111111 9 
19 Dec 11111 
20 Dec 1 
22 Dec 1 
26 Dec 1 
JO Dec 11 

J6 

JANUARY 1<1!-5 

1 Jan 11111111111111111 17 
2 Jan 11 
J Jan 11 
5 Jan 1 
7 Jan 1111111 
8 Jan 1 

10 Jan 11111 
11 Jan 111111 1 t 

12 Jan lllllllllllllltllllll 20* 
lJ Jan 111111111111 l2 approx. 
14 Jan 11 J?*men 
15 Jan illl 
16 Jan 111111 
17 Jan 111111 
18 Jan 1111111 
19 Jan 111111111 9 
20 Jan l 
21 Jan 1 
25 Jan 111 
27 Jan l 
Jl Jan 11 

115 

FEBRUARY 1<1!-5 

2 Feb 1 
4 Feb 1 
6 Feb 1 
7 Feb 11 

24 Feb 1 
25 Feb 11111 
27 Feb 111 

14 



2 WWII 

MARCH 1945 

14 Mar 11 
18 Mar 1 
19 Mar l 
20 Mar 1111 
21 Mar 1111111 
22 Mar 11111111111 11 
'3 Mar 1111111111 10 
24 Mar 111111111 9 
25 Mar 1 

46 

14TH ARMORED DIVISION'S 

14TH ARMORED DIVISION "Liberator" 

APRIL 1945 

l Apr 1 
2 Apr 111111 
J Apr 111111111111 12 
4 Apr 11111111 8 
5 Apr 1111 
6 Apr 1111 
7 Apr 11111 

15 Apr 1111 
16 Apr 11 
17 Apr 11 
18 Apr 11 
19 Apr 1111 
20 Apr 111111111 9 
21 Apr 1111 
2J Apr 1 
24 Apr 11 
25 Apr 11 
26 Apr 111 
27 Apr 1 
28 Apr 11 

78 

itbloodiest day-------12 January 1945 
bloodiest month January 1945 
2nd bloodiest day l January 1945 
Jrd bloodiest day .28 November 1944 

Total l:attle deaths 609 
3JJ are listed=.54.~ KIA-.544 

MAY 1945 

l May 11 
J May 1 
5 May l 

15 May 1 

5 



16l'H ARMORED DIVISION 

Activa.ted~l5 July 1943 

Returned To United States-6 October 1945 

Inactivated-15 October l~ 

J3a.ttle Credits, World War II: Central Europe 

Days In Coml::s.t-3 

Commanding Generals (During Comblt, WW II): 
Brig-Gen John L. Pierce September 1944-Inactivation 

Coml::s.t Chronicle: The 16th Armored Division arrived in France on 11 February 1945, and 
was eventually assigned to the Jrd Army. 

The 16th Armored was given a security mission at Nuremberg, Germany, on 28 April 1945. 
One of its components, the 23rd Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron (mechanized), was attached 
to the 86th Infantry Division. While under this division's control, it advanced south in 
Bavaria.. It crossed the Isa.r River, 30 April 1945, advanced to Indorf, seizing several 
small villages, and was driving on Wasserburg against slight resistance when ordered to 
return to Nuremberg. 

The 16th Armored proceeded to Wa.idhaus, Germany, 5 May 1945, and then took :i;art in the 
final American offensive of the wa.r in Europe, Patton's Jrd Army attack into western Czech
oslovakia. The 16th launched an attack on Pilsen on the 6th, capturing this famous beer 
city against scattered and sporadic resistance. The ?th and 8th of May were spent in mop
ping-up actions and i:atrolling. Elements of the division also advanced to the town of 
Rokycany, several miles to the northeast of Pilsen. This was the closest that any American 
troops got to Prague. In 3 days, the 16th Armored captured 8,000 prisoners. 

After its brief flurry of coml::s.t, the 16th had the trying job of herding together German 
soldiers and civilians attempting to flee from the Russian forces in Prague. 

The 16th Armored was one of several American divisions which saw limited action in Eur
ope, since -the Germans collapsed sooner than expected. However, there had been much anx
iety of a final all-out German stand in the Bavarian Alps. And there was also a sizeable 
well-armed force of Germans sitting tight in west-central Czechoslovakia when the war ended. 
The Allies just weren't taking any chances. 

After V-E Day, 8 May 1945, the 16th Armored saw extended occu:i;ational duty in the Ameri
can occupied sector of Czechoslovakia, until the country was eventually evacuated to the 
Russians. 

Honors: Congressional Medals of Honor--0 
Distinguished Unit Citations---0 
Distinguished Service Crosses-2 
Silver Stars~~~~~~~~~"'+ 

Casualties: Total Battle Deaths-5 
Killed In Action---... 
Wounded 28 
Missing 0 
Captured 0 
Total Casualties~J2 



20l'H ARMORED DIVISION 

Activated-15 March 194-3 

Returned To United States""=',Z..j.ugust 194-5 

Inactivated-2 April 194-6 

Battle Credits, World War II: Central Europe 

Days In Coml::e.t-8 

Commanding General (During Coml::e.t, WW II): 
Maj-Gen Orlando Ward September 1944--\ugust 194-5 

Com"tat Chronicle: The 20th Armored Division had made itself felt long before it went 
overseas. Thousands of men, trained in its ranks, had been shipped to Europe and ass
igned to other armored units. 

The 20th Armored arrived at Le Havre, France, on 16 February 194-.5. After training 
at Buchy, it moved through Belgium, to Langendernl::e.ch, Germany, 10 April. At Marktbreit, 
the 20th was attached to the Jrd Cor~, 20 April. Three days later, it was detached and 
reassigned to the 15th Cor~, U.S. 7th Army, at Wi.irzburg, Germany. 

Elements of the division first saw action when a false surrender by the Germans result
ed in fighting in the town of Dorf on 25 April. 

The 20th then assembled near Deiningen, and then crossed the Danube on 28 April 194-.5. 
It advanced deep into Bavaria, encountering mostly sporadic resistance. The division 
took Schrobenha.usen and secured crossings over the Ilm River. 

Then the 20th Armored helped attack the big Bavarian city of Munich on 29 April, smash
ing fanatical resistance at an SS l:arra.cks and anti-tank school. The city fell on the next 
day. 

The 20th then crossed the Inn River at Wasserburg, 3 May, and entered Traunstein, by 
Lake Chiem on the 4th. Continuing on into Austria, the 20th Armored smashed into Salzburg, 
capturing several high-ranking German officers, just behind spearheading elements of the 
)rd Infantry Division, and just as V-E Day arrived in Europe, 8 May 194-5. 

Honors: Congressione.l Medals of Honor-0 
Distinguished Unit Citations--.5 
Distinguished Service Crosses--0 
Silver Sta.rs 31 

Casualties: Total Battle Deaths--.59 
Killed In Action 116 
W ound.ed 1)4 
Missing l 
Captured 5 
Total Casualties-186 



1 WWII 

APRIL 19'+5 

25 Apr 11 
28 Apr 111 
29 Apr 11111111111111 14*approx. 
JO Apr 1111111111 10 22*1nen 

29 

20TH ARMORED DIVISION'S 

20TH ARMORED DIVISION 

MAY 19'+5 

1 May 11 

2 

*bloodiest day-------,29 April 19'+5 
bloodiest month April 19'+5 

Total tattle deaths ::J+ 
Jl are listed=57 .4% KIA-46 



1 

U.S. UNIT CASUALTIES-WORLD WAR II 

(In the order of the number of total 't::attle deaths) 
UNIT TOTAL DEAD XIA WOUNDED TOTAL CASUALTIES 

Jrd Infantry Dvn _s,6J4 4,922 18,766 25,977 
4th Infantry Dvn 4,798 4,017 17,J71 22,.580 

· 29th Infantry Dvn 4,736 J,870 15,.541 20,603 
9th Infantry Dvn 4,531 J,86J 17,416 2J,284 
·lst Marine Dvn 4,465 lJ,849 18,314 
lat Infantry Dvn 4,J65 J,616 15,208 20,659 

45th Infantry Dvn --4.,-276 J,714 14,.541 21,260 
·J6th Infantry Dvn J,890 J,Jl8 14,190 20,652 
90th Infantry Dvn J,868 J,270 14,J86 19,128 
J4th Infantry Dvn J,708 J,145 12 .545 17,680 

· JOth Infantry Dvn 3,525 2,992 1J,J76 18,43.5 
83rd Infantry Dvn 3,387 2,960 ll,000 14,902 
4th Marine Dvn J,317 13,006 16,323 
2nd Infantry Dvn J,272 2,833 12,000 16,812 

80th Infantry Dvn 3,194 2,800 11,.500 15,86.5 
3.5th Infantry Dvn 2,936 2,476 11,526 15,813 
·79th Infantry Dvn 2,923 2,4.54 10,971 1.5,181 
28th Infantry Dvn 2,87J 2,Jl6 9,609 16,762 
8th Infantry Dvn 2,8~ 2,513 10,057 lJ,967 
2nd Marine Dvn 2,729 8,753 ll,482 

5th Infantry Dvn 2,628 2,277 9 • .549 12, 797 
88th Infantry Dvn 2,529 2,282 9,225 13,095 
J2nd Infantry Dvn 2,524 2,108 6,627 8,763 

lOlst Airborne Dvn 2,500 2,188 6,800 10,162 
7th Infantry Dvn 2,J46 1,957 7,258 9,221 
3rd Armored Dvn 2,302 2,~J 7,160 9,673 

96th Infantry Dvn 2,166 1,596 7,281 8,94.s 
26th Infantry Dvn 2,116 1,892 7,886 10, 74J 
82nd Airborne Dvn 2,116 1,737 6,950 9,581 
5th Marine Dvn 2,llJ 6,450 8,563 

27th Infantry Dvn 1,977 1,.545 5,485 7,071 
Jrd Marine Dvn l,9J2 6,744 8,676 
1st Armored Dvn l,907 1,623 6,300 8,657 

'?7th Infantry Dvn 1.9~ 1,482 6,ooo 7,559 
15th Infantry Dvn 1,749 1,572 6,314 8,785 



UNIT TarAL DEAD KIA WOUNDED TOTAL CASUALTIES 
78th Infantry Dvn l,65.5 l,432 6,103 8,151 
6th Marine Dvn l,637 6,590 8,227 

9lst Infantry Dvn l,633 l,4.56 6,748 8,800 
4)rd Infantry Dvn l,514 l,2lJ 5,187 6,411 

2.5th Infantry Dvn 1,508 1,253 4,190 5,450 
4th Armored Dvn l,48J l,282 5,098 7,258 

104th Infantry Dvn 1,46.5 1,285 5,200 6,818 

2nd Armored Dvn l,456 l,200 5,757 7,283 
J7th Infantry Dvn 1,456 1,112 .5,261 6,378 --84th Infantry Dvn - 1,420 1,282 .5,098 7,258 
24th Infantry Dvn 1,441 l,209 5,321 6,:fo7 
95th Infantry Dvn 1,374 l,2o6 4,945 6,592 
6th .Armored Dvn l,270 l,074 4,200 .5,44.5 

87th Infantry Dvn 1,269 1,124 4,)42 6,004 
Americal Dvn 1,2.59 1,075 3 ,350 4,442 
7th Armored Dvn 1,222 994 4,000 6,084 
lst Cavalry Dvn l,1.52 887 4,035 4,932 

99th Infantry Dvn l,lJl 98J 4,177 6,.543 
17th Airborne Dvn l,lJO 978 4,704 6,332 
6th Infantry Dvn 1,120 898 J,876 4,777 

44th Infantry Dvn l,101 940 4,209 5,557 
94th Infantry Dvn 1,100 9.50 4,789 6,474 

l02nd Infantry Dvn 1,012 888 J,668 4,878 
4lst Infantry Dvn 975 758 3,504 4,275 
6)rd Infantry Dvn 960 844 J,326 4,487 

10th Armored Dvn 945 790 4,000 5,070 
lOoth Infantry Dvn 944 847 J,.539 5,002 
10th Mountain Dvn 941 862 J,1)4 4,o62 
75th Infantry Dvn 922 818 J,Jl4 4,325 
.5th Armored Dvn 840 665 2,842 J • .570 

7oth Infantry Dvn 840 7.58 2,713 J,922 
lOJrd Infantry Dvn 821 659 J,329 4,497 
66th Infantry Dvn * 800 795 636 l,452 

442nd Infantry Rgt 680 
)8th Infantry Dvn 791 653 2,814 3,472 
7Qth Infantry Dvn 779 667 2,197 J,033 
9'th Armored Dvn 741 607 2,350 J,9.52 



UNIT TOTAL DEAD KIA WOUNDED TOTAL CASUALTIES 
12th Armored Dvn 718 60.5 2,416 J,.516 
40th Infantry Dvn 718 .587 2,407 2,994 
42nd Infantry Dvn 655 55'.3 2,212 J.971 
11th Airborne Dvn 6Jl .516 1,926 2,4.5J 
11th Armored Dvn 628 .52J 2,J94 2,968 

92nd Infantry Dvn 610 544- 2,187 2,99J 
14th Armored Dvn 609 544- 1,9.55 2,729 

8lst Infantry Dvn 520 J74 1,942 2,322 

l06th Infantry Dvn .51J 444 1,278 8,419 ** 
JJrd. Infantry Dvn =-~ J88 2,024 2,418 

lst Spec Serv Force 449 419 2,.500 

·Jlst Infantry Dvn 418 342 l,J92 l,7JJ 
69th Infantry Dvn J84 )41 1,146 l,.5o6 

8th Armored Dvn J.55 299 l,J7.5 1,720 

l.58th Infantry Rgt )40 290 1,097 l,J90 

89th Infantry Dvn Jll 281 690 1,016 

65th Infantry Dvn 261 2JJ 927 l,2JO 

97th Infantry Dvn 215 188 721 979 
7lst Infantry Dvn 169 150 64J 821 

llJth Cavalry Grp 161 1_54. 

86th Infantry Dvn 161 1J6 618 78.5 
47Jrd. Infantry Rgt 160 4.50 

Jrd Ranger Bn 150 
lst Ranger Bn 140 
4th Ranger Bn 140 

lJth Armored Dvn 129 107 712 819 

.5th Ra:nger Bn 117 
20th Armored Dvn 54- 46 1)4 186 

9Jrd I~antry Dvn 50 4J lJJ 194 
16th Armored Dvn .5 4 28 J2 

No casualty figures are available for the following units: 

Philippine Inf Dvn 6th Ranger Bn 99th Infantry Bn 

lst Marine Provl Bgde 6th Cavalry Grp ll2th Cavalry Rgt 

2nd Ranger Bn lJth Amel. Grp 147th Infantry Rgt 

2nd Ca. valry Grp 14th Ca. valry Grp 474th Infantry Rgt 

Jrd Cavalry Grp 15th Cavalry Grp .503rd Parachute Rgt 

4th Cavalry Grp 22nd Marine Rgt .5l7th Para.chute Rgt 
*'1:ine Raiders Merrill's Marauders Ma.rs Task Force 

l02nd Cavalry Grp lo6th Ca.va.J.r:r Grp 

-------



4 

Notes on the casualty listing: 

l Some of the totals are approximate figures. However, the total 'l:attle death and 
the KIA (killed in action) figures are quite accurate. An exception to this is 
the Ranger 1:a. ttalions. All of those 1:a. ttalions which a.re listed are approxima. te 
figures except for the 5th Ranger Battalion which is an exact figure. 

2 * The 66th Infantry Division lost over 700 men in the English Channel in 
December 1944, due to enemy subaa.rine action. 

J **The lo6th Infantry Division had close to 7,000 men captured in the 
Battle of the Bulge in December 1944. 

4 No killed in action figures are available for any of the Marine divisions--
only the total ~death figures. 

5 The total l:a.ttle death column includes those men who later died of wounds. 

6 Captured and missing in action figures have been omitted primarily due to lack of 
a:i;:ace. In the Pacific, as a rule, very few men surrendered to the Ja:i;:anese. 

7 Figures are also incomplete for the 1st Special Service Force and the Ja:i;:anese
American 442nd Infantry Regiment, the 47Jrd Infantry Regiment, and the 
llJth Cavalry Group. The 47Jrd fought in Italy, and the ll)th fought in Europe. 

8 The casualty figures for all of these units does not include any units or per
sonnel which ma.y have been temporarily attached to a given unit at any time. 



U .s. BATTLE DEATHS IN WORLD WAR II-I.NCWDES Al<MY, MARINE CORPS, AND NA VY 

France 
Germany 
Sicily and Italy 
Belgium 
Tunisia 
Holland 
Luxembourg 
Algeria 
Morocco 
Austria 
Czechoslovakia 
Yugoslavia 

Philippines 
Okinawa 
Iwo Jima. 
Mariana Islands 
Solomon Islands 
New Guinea 
Palau Islands 
Gilbert Islands 
Burma 
Marshall Islands 
Aleutian Islands 
Admiralty Islands 
New Britain 
China 

.52,844 
42,915 
25,953 
10,418 
),05) 
2,468 
1,297 

671 
130 * 
118 
116 

-- 7 1)9,990 

26,428 
lJ,415 
6,100 * 
5,160 
3,625 
2,774 
2,715 
1,715 

729 
708 
457 
'.329 
315 

61 
64,530 

(Leyte, Luzon, Mindanao, Cebu, Samar, Negros, and othe~ 
(Also, includes Ie Shima, Tsugen Shima, and Kerama Rettc 

Saipa.n, Tinian, and Guam) 
Guadalcanal, New Georgia, Bougainville, and others) 
Also, includes Biak, Wakde, Noemfoor, and Morotai) 
Peleliu, Angaur, and smaller islands) 
Tarawa and Ma.kin) 

(Eniwetok and Kwajalein) 
(Attu and Kiska) 
(Los Negros, Ma.nus, and Lorengau) 

GRAND TOTAL,----20'+,,520 (In this listing) 

* Approximate figures 
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WORLD WAR II 

·North Africa.-1:a.ttle deaths listed in order for Morocco-Algeria: Nov-Dec 19'+2 

Listed Approx. Total 

1st And Dvn 91 190 
9th Inf Dvn 33 70 
Jrd Inf Dvn 66 (exact figure) 

J4th Inf Dvn 19 45 
2nd And Dvn 7 20 
1st Inf Dvn unavailable 

Approx. total-290 (not including the 1st Infantry Dvn) 

North Africa-1::e.ttle deaths listed in order for Tunisia: Jan-lJ May 19'+3 

1st Inf Dvn 
1st Amd Dvn 
9th Inf Dvn 

-~ 750 (approx. figure) 

J4th Inf Dvn 
1st Ranger Bn 

Sicily-C:a.ttle deaths 

Jrd Inf Dvn 
45th Inf Dvn 
1st Inf Dvn 

82nd Abn Dvn 
9th Inf Dvn 
2nd And Dvn 
Rangers 

290 550 
220 450 
183 380 
unavailable 

Approx. total-2,130 (not counting the 1st Ranger Bn) 

listed in order for Sicily: 10 July-17 Aug 19'+J 

381 (exact figure) 
302 (exact figure) 
264 (exact figure) 
2o6 (exact figure) 

63 1)0 
23 60 
unavailable 

Approx. total-l,J45 (not counting the Rangers) 

Italy--C:a.ttle deaths listed in order for Southern Italy (includes 1st Battle of Cassino) 
9 Sept 19'+3~into February 19'+4 

36th Inf Dvn 692 1,400 
J4th Inf Dvn 601 1,225 
45th Inf Dvn 4cJ.I. 820 
)rd In£ Dvn 683 (exact figure) 
82ndA~Dvn fil l~ 
1st And Dvn 61 110 
1st Spec Srv Force unavailable 
Rangers unavailable 

Cassino: 

J4th Inf Dvn 
J6th Inf Dvn 

610 
370 ( 142nd Rg 

Approx. total-980 

Approx. total-4,410 (not counting the last 2 units) 
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Italy-tattle deaths listed in order for Anzio (includes both the beachhead. and the 
breakout to Rome): 22 Jan--4 June 1944 

Jrd Inf Dvn 
4,5th Inf Dvn 
J4th Inf Dvn 
1st And Dvn 

J6th Inf Dvn 
82nd. Abn Dvn 
9lst Inf Dvn 
lst Spec Srv Free 
Rangers 

Listed Approx. Total 

1,585 (exact figure) 
661 l,J30 
2.52 520 
260 500 
104 220 

68 150 ( 504th Para Rgt, only) 
5 12 

unavailable 
unavailable 

Approx. total-4,J20 (not counting the last 2 units) ---
Italy-tattle deaths 

9lst Inf Dvn 
88th Inf Dvn 
J4th Inf Dvn 
lst And Dvn 

J6th Inf Dvn 
92nd Inf Dvn 
8.5th Inf Dvn 

listed in order for the Rome-Arno Campaign: 

270 
2J7 
19.5 
1.56 

93 

35 

545 
490 
415 
JOO 
200 
104 (exact figure) 

65 
Approx. total-2,120 

June--early-Sept 1944 

Italy~tattle deaths listed in order for the Battle Through the Gothic Line and into 
the Northern Apennines (includes from about mid-Sept-through Oct 1944) 

88th Inf Dvn 4J7 890 
8.5th Inf Dvn 414 800 
9lst Inf Dvn J62 ?JO 
J4th Inf Dvn 2.5J 520 
1st And Dvn 59 110 

92nd Inf Dvn 80 (exact figure) 

Approx. total-J,130 

Italy~tattle deaths listed in order for the Final Allied Offensive In Northern Italy
from out of the Apennines-into the Po Valley and to the AlJ:S1 l:eginning 
mid-April--2 May 1945 

10th "'Mtn Dvn 272 500 
19.5 
15.5 
lJO 

88th Inf Dvn 91 
9lst Inf Dvn 7.5 
lst Amd Dvn 73 

115 (exact figure) 92nd Inf Dvn 
J4th Inf Dvn 
8.5th Inf Dvn 

442nd. Inf Rgt 
4?Jrd Inf Rgt 

40 90 
18 35 
unavailable 
unavailable 

Approx. total-1,220 (not including the last 2 units) 
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Europe~Ca.ttle deaths listed in order for the Battle of Normandy: 6 June 1944-
mid-A ug 1944 

29th Inf Dvn 
4th Inf Dvn 

90th Inf Dvn 
9th Inf Dvn 
2nd Inf Dvn 

JOth Inf Dvn 
8Jrd Inf Dvn 
79th Inf Dvn 

lOlst A brLDvn 
J.5th Inf Dvn 
)rd And Dvn 

28th Inf Dvn 
8th Inf Dvn 

82nd Abn Dvn 
2nd Amd Dvn 
.5th Inf Dvn 

80th Inf Dvn 
.5th And Dvn 
4th Amel Dvn 
1st Inf Dvn 

Listed Approx. Total 

l,JOl 2,700 
1,216 2,500 
l,~ 1,950 

'21+7 1,700 
818 1,650 
80J 1,640 
810 1,.580 
596 1,200 
400 8.50 
394 82.S 

-~l 710 
332 710 
J20 630 
250 530 
197 42.5 
1)4 JOO 

70 lJ.5 
45 10.5 
42 90 
unavailable 

Helping to repulse German 
Counteroffensive at Mortain, 
7-14 August 1944: 

JOth Inf Dvn 3.5.5 
J.5th Inf Dvn 16.5 
4th Inf Dvn 115 
3rd Amd. Dvn 110 
2nd Amd Dvn 9.5 
1st Inf Dvn unknown 

Approx. total-20,230 (not counting the 1st Inf Dvn) 

Europe~Ca.ttle deaths 

8th Inf Dvn 
29th Inf Dvn 

2nd Inf Dvn 
83i:d Inf Dvn 

6th And Dvn · 
4th Aro Dvn 

listed in order for the Battle of Brittany: 

411 790 
32.5 700 
229 480 
21J 400 
117 250 
42 100 

Approx. total-2,720 

1 Aug 1944-
mid-Sept 1944 

Normandy 

Europe~C:a.ttle deaths listed in order for U.S. 1st Army Attack Into The Siegf'.ried Line: 
Mid-Sept 1944 

28th Inf Dvn 24.5 
)rd Amel Dvn 22 .5 
9th Inf Dvn 200 
4th Inf Dvn 180 
5th Amd Dvn 12.5 

JOth Inf Dvn 90 
2nd Amd Dvn 2.5 

Approx. total-1,090 
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Europe-l:attle deaths listed in order for the U.S. Jrd Army Offensive from Lorraine
into the Saar, and U.S. 7th Army Offensive from southern Lorraine-into Alsace; 
co-ordinated together into one big massive offensive: T:leginning 8 Nov 1944-
well into Dec 1944 

9.5th Inf Dvn 
26th Inf Dvn 
90th Inf Dvn 
80th Inf Dvn 
J.5th Inf Dvn 
79th Inf Dvn 
44th Inf Dvn 

lOOth Inf Dvn 
lOJrd Inf Dvn 
87th Inf Dvn 
4th Amd Dvn 
.5th Inf Dvn 
6th Amd Dvn 

4.5th Inf Dvn 
10th Amd Dvn 
14th Amd Dvn 
12th Amd Dvn 

Listed 

481 
412 
JJl 
)21 
271 
257 
225 

:~ 
169 
144 
1)4 
108 
101 

87 
55 
JJ 

Approx. Total 

980 (Jrd Army) 
840 l Jrd Army 
640 Jrd Army 
635 Jrd Army 
575 (Jrd Army 
515 (7th Army 
465 (7th Army 
420 (7th Army) 
J80 (7th Army) 
Jl.5 (Jrd Army 
JOO ( Jrd Army 
28.5 lJrd Army 
225 Jrd Army 
210 7th Army 
18.5 (Jrd Army 
100 (7th Army) 

62 (7th Army) 

Approx. total-7,JJ5 

(exact figure) 

note: Some of the above units entered com'l:a.t well after the offensive was under way. 

Europe-'l:a. ttle deaths listed in order for Southern France: August 1944 

~thI~Dvn 128 2~ 
Jrd I~ Dvn 220 (exact figure) 

4.5th Inf Dvn .52 115 
1st Spec Srv Free unavailable 

517th Para Rgt unavailable 

Approx. total-605 (not including the last 2 units) 

Italy-l::a.ttle deaths listed in order for the Northern Apennines: November 1944-to the 
beginning of the U .s . .5th Army Offensive which began on 14 April 194.5. Also, 
this listing doesn't include the beginning of the 92nd Infantry Dvn.'s attack 
which commenced on .5 April 1945. 

10th Mtn Dvn 440 
92nd Inf Dvn J62 (exact figure) 
)4th Inf Dvn 180 
88th Inf Dvn 175 
9lst Inf Dvn 130 
85th Inf Dvn 90 
lst Amd Dvn 55 

Approx. total-1,430 
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Europe~"t:a.ttle deaths listed in order for the Battle In The Hi.irtgen Forest, 
extreme western Germany-Altogether, beginning in mid-Sept 1944 and 
lasting through most of Dec. 1944. The 9th Infantry Dvn was the first 
American unit to fight in this forest. 

4th Inf Dvn 
9th Inf Dvn 

28th Inf Dvn 
8th Inf Dvn 

8Jrd Inf Dvn 
.5th Am Dvn 
1st Inf Dvn 

Listed Approx. Total 

391 81.5 
3.51 710 
2.52 .5.50 
264- .500 
2o4- 390 
120 2.5.5 

una. vaila ble 

~x. total-J,220 (not including the great 1st Infantry Dvn 
which, no doubt, lost at least 400 men in 
this terrible forest) 

note: The 8th Infantry Dvn's fighting in this forest overlaps with the autumn 
Assault To The Roer River. 

Europe~l:attle deaths listed in order for U.S. 3rd Army divisions in Lorraine, 
northern France (along the line of the Moselle River). Much of the 
Battle of Metz is included in this time sequence which is from early
September-7 November 1944: 

A ppr ox • Total 

80th Inf Dvn l , 000 
.5th Inf Dvn 73.5 M 

J.5th Inf Dvn 600 
90th Inf Dvn JOO M 

7th Amd Dvn 2.50 M 
4th Amd Dvn 230 

26th Inf Dvn 190 
6th Amd Dvn. 14.5 

10th Amd Dvn 10 

Approx. total-J,460 

M-indicates was in the Battle of Metz 
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Italy-blttle deaths listed in order (approx. totals): 

Allied break through the Gustav Line, Italy: beginning 11 May 1944 

85th Inf Dvn 510 
88th Inf Dvn 220 

Approx. total-730 

Europe 

Vosges Mountains, 

)rd Inf Dvn 
?9th Inf Dvn 
J6th Inf Dvn 
45th Inf Dvn 

northeastern Fra.nc::e: October 1944, only (approx. totals) 

unavailable 
J80 
)20 
JOO Approx. total-1000 (not including the )rd Infantry Dvn) --

The Rema.gen Bridgehead , across the Rhine , Germany·: Mid-March 194 5 
1st Inf Dvn unavailable 

?8th Inf Dvn JJ5 
9th Inf Dvn 270 

99th Inf Dvn 200 
9th Amd Dvn 120 

Approx. tota.1-925 (not counting the lst Infantry Dvn) 

The Scheldt Estuary, southwestern Holland: La.te-Oct-Ea.rly Nov 1944 

l~th Inf Dvn- 270 

"Operation Market Garden"-Airdrop Into Southern Holland: 17 Sept-into Nov 1944 

lOlst A bn Dvn 750 
82nd. A bn Dvn 460 

Approx. total-l,210 

note: The braak through the Gustav Line, Italy and the clearing of the Scheldt Estuary 
in south Holland. were largely British operations. 

The Battle of Metz, Lorraine, France: beginning 7 Sept~late-Nov 1944 

5th Inf Dvn 770 
9 5th- Inf Dvn J80 
7th Amd Dvn 250 

90th Inf Dvn 2JO 

Approx. total-l,6JO 
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Europe~1:attle deaths listed in order for the Battle of the Bulge: 

lOlst A bn Dvn 
26th Inf Dvn 
80th Inf Dvn 
JOth Inf Dvn 
75th Inf Dvn 
84th Inf Dvn 
17th Abn Dvn 
8Jrd Inf Dvn 
28th Inf Dvn 
J5th Inf Dvn 
99th Inf Dvn 
5th Inf Dvn 

106th Inf Dvn 
90th Inf Dvn 
Jrd km Dvn 
2nd Inf Dvn 

87th Inf Dvn 
6th Am Dvn 

82nd Abn Dvn 
4th Inf Dvn 

?8th Inf Dvn 
9th Am Dvn 

11th And Dvn 
7th Allrl Dvn 
4th Am Dvn 

10th Amd. Dvn 
2nd And Dvn 
9th Inf Dvn 
5th And Dvn 
1st Inf Dvn 

Listed Approx. Total 

290 610 
280 575 
292 570 
227 475 
223 465 
232 4.5.5 
218 4.50 
2J4 4.50 
187 440 
198 4JO 
-~ 425 
- 172 400 

189 400 
2()4. J85. 
184 J60 
175 350 
170 320 
142 Jl5 
145 JlO 
141 JOO 
147 280 
lJl 275 
lJJ 275 
146 270 

91 190 
86 180 
80 175 
75 150 
14 J5 
unavailable 

Approx. total-11,315 (not counting the 1st Inf Dvn) 

16 Dec 1944-
28 Jan 194.5 

note: Several different cavalry groups (consisting of around J,000 men each) were 
also in the Battle of the Bulge, but no casualty figures are avail.able for 
them, and, likewise, the .517th Parachute Regiment. 
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Europe-l::a.ttle deaths listed in order for the Battle Against the German Offensive In 
Northern Alsace, France: Throughout Jan 194.5 

4.5th Inf Dvn 
70th Inf Dvn 
79th Inf Dvn 
42nd Inf Dvn 
12th Am Dvn 
14th Aud Dvn 
J6th Inf Dvn 
44th Inf Dvn 

lOOth Inf Dvn 
lOJrd Inf Dvn 
6Jrd Inf Dvn 
9.5th Inf Dvn 

Listed Approx. Total 

147 Jl.5 
14.5 JOO 
14.5 290 
140 290 
102 245 
11.5 22.5 

85 185 
7.3 170 
70 1.50 

-~ 140 
- J6 8.5 

9 25 
Approx. tota.1-2,420 

Europe~l::a.ttle deaths listed in order for the Battle of the Colmar Pocket, 
eastern Alsace, northeastern France: 20 Jan-12 Feb 194.5 

3rd Inf Dvn 317 (exact figure) 
28th Inf Dvn 7.5 170 
7.5th Inf Dvn 65 150 
6)rd Inf Dvn 51 11.5 (2~th Rgt, only) 
12th Aud Dvn 28 6.5 

Approx. tota.1-820 

Europe-l::a.ttle deaths listed in order for U.S. 7th Army breakthrough the Siegfxied Line 
mid-March 194.5 

J6th Inf Dvn 
lOJrd Inf Dvn 
4)th Inf Dvn 
42nd Inf Dvn 
6Jrd Inf Dvn 
6.5th Inf Dvn 
70th Inf Dvn 
14thAud Dvn 

lOOth Inf Dvn 
7lst Inf Dvn 
6th Ami Dvn 
Jrd Inf Dvn 

lOJ 21.5 
80 160 
57 120 
5.5 120 
46 10.5 
4J 90 
27 60 
22 45 
18 J5 
5 10 
4 10 
unavailable 

Approx. tota.1-96.5 (not counting the 3rd Inf Dvn) 
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Europe-'ca.ttle deaths listed in order for the Assault to the Roer River: mid-November
into Dec 1944 

8th Inf Dvn 57 5 
84th Inf Dvn 5.50 

lCJ+th Inf Dvn ,520 
29th Inf Dvn 500 

102nd Inf Dvn 460 
JOth Inf Dvn 225 
2nd A md Dvn 160 
Jrd Amd Dvn 140 

Approx. total-J,lJO 

Europe-'ca.ttle deaths listed in order for the Assault Across the Roer-to the Rhine: 
beginning 23 Feb-into early-March 1945. U.S. 9th a.nd pu-t of 1st Armies. 

8th Inf Dvn 
84th Inf Dvn 

102nd Inf Dvn 
llJ+th Inf Dvn 
69th Inf Dvn 
29th Inf Dvn 
JOth Inf Dvn 
8th Amd Dvn 
9th Amd Dvn 
Jrd Amd Dvn 
2nd Amd Dvn 

J5th Inf Dvn 
8Jrd Inf Dvn 

.5th Amd Dvn 
75th Inf Dvn 
?9th Inf Dvn 

JSr-
26 .5 
2.5.5 
235 
160 
140 
140 
13.5 
13.5 
lJO 
10.5 
95 
50 
JO 
JO 
15 

Approx. total-2,JlO 

Europe-'ca.ttle deaths listed in order for the Battle of the Ruhr Pocket: la.te-Ma.rch-
8th Inf Dvn )20 mid-April 1945 

78th Inf Dvn 180 
99th Inf Dvn 1.50 
97th Inf Dvn 140 
7.5th Inf Dvn 130 
Jrd Amd Dvn 120 
9th Inf Dvn 10.5 
7th Amd Dvn 100 

lJth Amd Dvn 95 
9.5th -Inf Dvn 95 
8th Amd Dvn 90 

86th Inf Dvn 90 
llJ+th Inf Dvn 80 

3.5th Inf Dvn 60 
82nd A bn Dvn .5.5 

lOlst A bn Dvn 4.5 
2nd Amd Dvn 40 

?9th Inf Dvn 40 
5th Inf Dvn 2.5 

94th Inf Dvn 25 
29th Inf Dvn 1.5 
8Jrd Inf Dvn 10 
1st Inf Dvn unavailable 

Approx. total-2,015 (not counting the 1st Inf Dvn) 
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Europe-l:attle deaths listed in order for the Eifel Ca11q:a.ign, western Germany·, by 
the U.S. Jrd Army: 29 Jan-12 March 1945 

76th Inf Dvn 
4th Inf Dvn 

80th Inf Dvn 
87th Inf Dvn 
.5th Inf Dvn 

90th Inf Dvn 
69th Inf Dvn 
4th Amd Dvn 
2nd Inf Dvn 
6th Amd Dvn 

11th Amd Dvn 
10th Amd Dvn 
28th Inf Dvn 
17th Abn Dvn 

Listed 

287 
251 
237 
216 
142 
136 
81 
77 
60 

-...-Si:-- 56 
44 
20 
12 

Approx. Total 

580 
500 
460 
390 
320 
250 
170 (1st Army) 
165 
130 (1st Army) 
12.5 
120 
100 

.50 (1st Army) 
JO 

Approx. total-J,J90 

Europe-battle deaths listed in order for the Palatinate Camp:i.ign, 
by the U .s. Jrd Army: lJ-23 March 194 .5 to the Rhine , 

26th Inf Dvn 
80th Inf Dvn 
94th Inf Dvn 
90th Inf Dvn 
10th Amd Dvn 
12th Amd Dvn 
4th Amd Dvn 

11th Amd Dvn 
.5th Inf Dvn 

?6th Inf Dvn 
89th Inf Dvn 
65th Inf Dvn 

67 14.5 
73 13.5 
B+ 13.5 
B+ 110 
47 105 
J4 80 
26 60 
19 4.5 
17 40 
18 38 
17 37 
2 .5 

Approx. total-940 

western Germany, 



Europe~number of 'tattle deaths listed when and where the following units 
cre&sed the Rhine in Germany: March-April 1945 

lst Inf Dvn unavailable 15-16 Mar 45 Remagen bridgehead, 1st Army 
2nd Inf Dvn 20 2J Mar 45 mid-Rhineland., lst Army 
2nd Amd Dvn negligible 27 Mar 45 near Wesel, 9th Army 
Jrd Inf Dvn unavailable 26 Mar 4 5 Worms bridgehead, 7th Army 
)rd Amd Dvn 2 2J Mar 45 near Cologne, 1st Army 
4th Inf Dvn negligible JO Mar 45 7th Army area 
4th Amd Dvn 18 24 Mar 45 Worms bridgehead, Jrd Army 
5th Inf Dvn J 22 Mar 45 Oppenheim bridgehead, )rd Army 
5th And Dvn 5 JO-Jl Mar 45 at Wesel, 9th Army 
6th Amd Dvn 5 25 Mar 45 at Oppenheim, Jrd Army 
7th Amd Dvn negligible 25 Mar 45 1st Army area 
8th Inf Dvn 16 29-JO Mar 45 near Cologne, 1st Army 
8th Amd Dvn neir~le 26 Mar 4.5 into the Ruhr, 9th Army 
9th Inf Dvn 40 9 Mar 4.5 Remagen bridgehead, lst Army 
9th Amd Dvn 8 7 Mar 4.5 Rema.gen bridgehead, lst Army 

10th Amd Dvn negligible 28 Mar 4.5 7th Army area 
11th Amd Dvn unknown late-Mar 45 at Oppenheim, Jrd Army 
12th Amd Dvn J 27-28 Mar 45 at Worms, 7th Army 
14th Amd Dvn 2 1 Apr 45 near Worms, 7th Army 
26th Inf Dvn negligible 26 Mar 45 at Oppenheim, Jrd Army 
29th Inf Dvn unknown unknown 9th Army area 
JOth Inf Dvn J.5 24 Mar 45 near Bilderich, 9th Army 
J5th Inf Dvn 15 25-26 Mar 45 near Rheinberg, 9th Army 
42nd Inf Dvn J Jl Mar 45 7th Army area 
44th Inf Dvn negligible 26-27 Mar 4.5 at Worms, 7th Army 
45th Inf Dvn JO 26 Mar 45 near Worms, 7th Army 
6Jrd Inf Dvn negligible 28 Mar 45 at Neuschloss, 7th Army 
65th Inf Dvn negligible 29-JO Mar 45 near Schwabenheim, Jrd Army 
69th Inf Dvn negligible 26-28 Mar 45 lst Army area 
71st Inf Dvn negligible JO Mar 45 at Oppenheim, 7th Army 
7.5th Inf Dvn 6 24 and JO Mar 45 into the Ruhr, 9th Army 
76th Inf Dvn negligible 26-27 Mar 45 at Boprard, )rd Army 
?8th Inf Dvn 16 8 Mar 45 Remagen bridgehead, 1st Army 
79th Inf Dvn 40 24 Mar 45 near Rhein berg, 9th Army 
80th Inf Dvn JO 27-28 Mar 45 Oppenheim vicinity, Jrd Army 
8Jrd. Inf Dvn negligible 29 Mar 45 south of Wesel, 9th Army 
84th Inf Dvn negligible 1 Apr 45 9th Army area 
87th Inf Dvn 35 25 Mar 45 Braui:a.ch-Bop:i;ard area, Jrd Army 
89th Inf Dvn 110 26 Mar 45 We11mich-Oberwese1 region, Jrd Army 
90th Inf Dvn J5 24 Mar 45 near Mainz, Jrd Army 
95th Inf Dvn unknown early-Apr 45 into the Ruhr, 9th Army 
99th ..Inf Dvn JO 10-11 Mar 45 Remagen bridgehead, 1st Army 

lOOth Inf Dvn negligible Jl Mar 45 7th Army area 
102nd Inf Dvn negligible J-4 Apr 45 at Wesel, 9th Army 
lcJ+th Inf Dvn J 21-22 Mar 45 at Honnef, 1st Army 

note: Any divisions not listed which were in Europe~they were either mopping-up, 
policing, or resting in areas behind the main line of advance at the time of 
these Rhine crossings. There are 520 ~ approximate_ l:a~t].~ de?-th_l? __ Jn_j:.h_is 
workS·~--The···l7th-ALrbOrne Dvn airdropped. across the Rhine near Wesel, on 24; 
March 194.5, losing, altogether, on that day, approximately 350 men~ 



6 J/4 

Europe-'cattle deaths listed in order for Across The Elbe-Into Mecklenburg, 
northern Germany: late-April-8 May 194.5 

82nd A l:n Dvn 29 
8th Inf Dvn 15 
7th Amd Dvn 2 

A ppr ox. total 46 

Europe-'ca ttle 

97th Inf Dvn 
9oth Inf Dvn 
5th Inf Dvn 

26th Inf Dvn 
89th Inf Dvn 
16th Amd Dvn 
87th Inf Dvn 
9th Amd Dvn 

deaths listed in order-Into Czechoslovakia: 

57 
J5 
12 

9 
:;;_ 
:5 
2 
2 

Approx. total lJl 

la te-April-9 May 1945 

Europe-'cattle deaths listed in order-At,: and South Of The Danube, southern Germany, 
including (for some units) Austria: late-April-8 May 1945 

65th Inf Dvn 72 
20th Amd Dvn 50 M 
12th Amd Dvn 46 
45th Inf Dvn 40 M 
86th Inf Dvn 40 

lOOth Inf Dvn J.5 (southern Wilrttemberg, somewhat north of the Danube) 
6Jrd Inf Dvn JZ 
42nd Inf Dvn Jl M 
llth Amd Dvn 28 
99th Inf Dvn 27 
44th Inf Dvn 24 
lJth Amd Dvn 20 

lOJrd Inf Dvn 18 
10th Amd Dvn 17 
7lst Inf Dvn 17 
14th Amd Dvn 16 
J6th Inf Dvn 10 
26th Inf Dvn 9 
4th Inf Dvn 6 

80th Inf Dvn 2 
lOlst A1:n Dvn 2 Jrd Inf Dvn unavailable 

A ppr ox. total _51+2 

M Includes fighting in Munich, Germany 
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Europe~tattle deaths listed .in order for April 194.5: Germany and northern Italy 

Listed Approx. Total Listed Approx. Tota 

loth Mtn Dvn 270 510 26th Inf Dvn 20 45 
6Jrd Inf Dvn 194 410 101s t A bn Dvn 19 45 
8Jrd Inf Dvn 164 J0.5 10Jrd Inf Dvn 21 42 
8th Inf Dvn 164 JOO 79th Inf Dvn 20 40 
Jrd Inf Dvn 2.50 .5th Inf Dvn 14 40 
Jrd Alld Dvn 123 225 8.5th Inf Dvn 18 JJ 

10oth Inf Dvn 122 22.5 J6th Inf Dvn 12 JO 
9th Inf Dvn 109 225 94th In:f' Dvn 10 25 

97th Inf Dvn 102 200 106th Inf Dvn 9 20 
4th Inf Dvn 95 200 28th Inf Dvn 6 20 

12th Amd Dvn 92 200 70th Inf Dvn 3 8 
4,5th Inf Dvn :~ 200 lst Inf Dvn unavailable 
69th Inf Dvn 94 195 Approx. tota1-8,485 (not 
88th Inf Dvn 90 19.5 counting the 1st Inf Dvn) 
78th Inf Dvn 100 185 
99th Inf Dvn 95 180 
10th Amd Dvn 86 180 In. Brittany, France-April 194.5 

2nd Inf Dvn 80 ·:i..70 66th Inf Dvn 12 (exact 
80th Inf Dvn 86 16.5 figure) 
91st Inf Dvn 80 16.5 

1o4-th Inf Dvn 68 1.50 
14th Amd Dvn 78 14.5 
7.5th Inf Dvn 67 14.5 
86th Inf Dvn 74 14.5 
42nd Inf Dvn 68 140 
44th Inf Dvn 62 13.5 
lJth Amd Dvn 55 124 
1st Amd Dvn 70 120 

84th Inf Dvn 60 11.5 
4th Amd Dvn 52 11.5 

92nd Inf Dvn ll5(exact figure) 
89th Inf Dvn 52 110 
Joth Inf Dvn 46 110 
8th Amd Dvn .54 10.5 

9 .5th Inf Dvn 48 10.5 
9th Amd Dvn 47 10.5 

65th Inf Dvn .54 100 
71st Inf Dvn .54 100 
?6th Inf Dvn 50 100 
6th Alld Dvn 46 100 

17th .-A bn Dvn 44 100 
)4th Inf Dvn 4J 100 

.5th Alld Dvn 44 95 
11th Alld Dvn 44 95 

2nd Amd Dvn 41 95 
?th Alld Dvn 55 90 

87th Inf Dvn 45 80 
90th Inf Dvn 42 80 
82nd Abn Dvn 35 80 

102nd Inf Dvn 35 80 
J5th Inf Dvn 27 65 
29th Inf Dvn 2J 55 (exact figure) 
20th Alld Dvn 29 .52 



1 
\JORID WAR II 

Pacific~l:attle deaths listed in order for all of the following units and campa.igns: 

Guadalcanal: 7 Aug 1942-9 Feb 1943 

lst Ma.r Dvn 
Americal Dvn 
2nd Mar Dvn 

25th Inf Dvn 
Marine Raiders 

147th Inf Rgt 

Listed Approx. Total 

642 (exact figure) 
193 J65 

)42 (exact figure) 
115 230 
unavailable 
unavailable 

Approx. total-1,.580 (not including the last 2 units) 

Papua., Southeast New Guinea: --)2nd Inf Dvn 253 
Nov 1942-2 Jan 1943 

530 

Attu: May 1943 

7th Inf Dvn 441 (exact figure) 

New Georgia.: July-August 1943 

43rd Inf Dvn 
J7th Inf Dvn 
25th Inf Dvn 

Marine Raiders 

171 550 1 

103 225 
71 14.5 
unavailable 

Approx. total-9201 (not including the Marine Raiders) 

Makin: 20-23 Nov 1943 

27th Inf Dvn 

Tarawa: 20-24 Nov 1943 

2nd Mar Dvn 

71 (exact figure) (165th Rgt, only) 

1,000 (approx. figure) 

Bougainville: Nov 

Americal Dvn 

194J-Nov 1944 

)rd_ Mar Dvn 
37th Inf Dvn 
9Jrd Inf Dvn 

Marine Raiders 

151 275 
253 (exact figure) 

89 200 
13 25 
unavailable 

Approx. total-75.5 (not including the Marine Raiders) 

note: Only the Americal Dvn stayed on Bougainville until la.te-1944. 
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Pacific~te.ttle deaths listed in order for all of the following units and ca.mi;a.igns: 

New Britain: 26 Dec 194J-well into 1944 

1st Mar Dvn 
40th Inf Dvn 

Listed Approx. Total 

JlO (exact figure) 
15 

Approx. total-325 

Kwajalein: Early-Feb 1944 

4th Mar Dvn 190 (exact figure) 
170 7th Inf Dvn 65 

I'pF"ox. total-J60 

Eniwetok: Mid-Feb 1944 

27th Inf Dvn 40 100 ( 106th Rgt, only) 
22nd Mar Rgt una. vaila ble 

Admiralty Islands: March 1944 

1st Cav Dvn )26 (exact figure) 

Biak: May-Aug 1944 

4lst Inf Dvn 192 400 
24th Inf Dvn 22 40 ()4th Rgt, only) 

Approx. total-440 

Northern New Guinea: April-Sept 1944 

)2nd Inf Dvn 
6th Inf Dvn 

Jlst Inf Dvn 
4lst Inf Dvn 

158th Inf Rgt 
24th Inf Dvn 
4Jrd Inf Dvn 
JJrd._ Inf Dvn 

112th Cav Rgt 

100 2JO 
121 220 
55 115 
44 90 

70 ( exac:t figure) 
4J (exact figure) 

lJ 35 
2 5 

unavailable 

Approx. total-710 (not including the 112th Cavalry Rgt) 

Saii;a.n: 15 June-into Aug 

2nd Mar Dvn 

1944 

1,200 (approx. figure) 
1,107 (exact figure) 
1,025 (approx. figure) 

4th Mar Dvn 
27th Inf Dvn 

Approx. total-J,JJ5 
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Pacific~l:attle deaths listed in order for all of the following units and ca.mi:a,igns: 

Listed Approx. Total 

Tinian: July-into 
Aug 1944 

4th Mar Dvn 
2nd Mar Dvn 

214 (exact figure) 
185 (approx. figure) 

Approx. total-400 

Guam: July-Aug 1944 

3rd Mar Dvn 619 (exact figure) 
7?th Inf Dvn 248 (exact figure) 
1st Mar Prov Bgde =--ena.vailable 

Total-867 (not including the 1st Marine Provisional Brigade) 

Peleliu: Mid-Sept-Nov 1944 

1st Mar Dvn 1,252 (exact figure) 
208 (exact figure) 81st Inf Dvn 

Total-1 ,460 

Anga.ur: Mid-Sept-Oct 1944 

8lst Inf Dvn 265 (exact figure) 

Morotai: Mid-Sept-into Dec 1944 

31st Inf Dvn J4 75 
JJrd Inf Dvn 25 55 
J2nd Inf Dvn 2 5 

Approx. total-135 

Leyte: 20 Oct 1944-into Feb 1945 

24th Inf Dvn .544 (exact figure 
?th Inf Dvn 584 (exact figurel 

96th Inf Dvn 532 (exact figure 
77th Inf Dvn 2JJ 490 
)2nd -Inf Dvn 4..50 (exact figure) 
1st Cav Dvn 20J (exact figure) 

11th Abn Dvn 200 (approx. figure) 
America.l Dvn 82 145 

J8th Inf Dvn 51 105 
112th Cav Rgt unavailable 

Approx. total-J,255 (not including the 112th Cavalry Rgt or the 
6th Ranger Battalion) 
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Pacific~tattle deaths listed in order for all of the following units and ca.mpi.igns: 

Luzon: 9 January-mid-August 1945 

25th Inf Dvn 
4Jrd Inf Dvn 

6th Inf Dvn 
J2nd Inf Dvn 
J7th Inf Dvn 
1st Ca.v Dvn 

J8th Inf Dvn 
11th Abn Dvn 
33rd Inf Dvn 
40th Inf Dvn 

158th Inf Rgt 
24th Inf Dvn 

6th Ranger Bn 
13th Anrl Grp 

112th Ca.v Rgt 

Listed 

536 
473 
494 
407 
411 
J68 
JJ6 
225 
199 

A ppr ox. Total 

1,070 
970 
930 
900 
850 
710 
675 
430 
420 

=-~ 390 
245 (exact figure) 

60 140 ()4th Rgt, only) 
unavailable 
unavailable 
unavailable 

Approx. total-6,?JO (not including the la.st 3 formations) 

Iwo Jima.: 19 February-end. of March 1945 

.5th Mar Dvn 
4th Mar Dvn 
Jrd Mar Dvn 

147th Inf Rgt 

2,llJ (exact figure) 
1,800 (approx. figure) 

988 (exact figure) 
unavailable 

Approx. total-4, 900 (not including the l47th Infantry Rgt) 

Okinawa: 1 April-end of June 1945 (all are exact figures) 

lst Mar Dvn 
6th Mar Dvn 

96th Inf Dvn 
?th Inf Dvn 

77th Inf Dvn 
27th Inf Dvn 

2nd Mar Dvn 

2,2)4 
1,637 
1,506 
1,122 
1,018 

711 
36 (8th Rgt, only) 

Total-8,264 

Corregidor (recapture): February 1945 

50Jrd Para Hgt 2 50 (a ppr ox. figure) 
Other minor elements unavailable 

Cebu: late-March-April 1945 

Americal Dvn 

Ie Shima.: 16-29 April 1945 

77th Inf Dvn 

410 (exact figure) 

230 (approx. figure) 
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Pacific~ba.ttle deaths listed in order for all of the following units and campaigns: 

Pa.nay: March 1945 

40th Inf Dvn 
Approx. Total 

20 (exact figure) 

N.egros: April-June 1945 

40th Inf Dvn J25 
503rd Para Rgt unavailable 

Mindanao: 17 April-mid-August 1945 

24th Inf Dvn :--,.co 
31st Inf Dvn 220 
4lst Inf Dvn 110 
93rd Inf Dvn 5 

83.5 Approx. total 

Burma: February 1944-August 194.5 

Merrill's Marauders and Mars Task Force 

729 (exact figure) 

In the Ba.ttle-Myitkyina---Summer 1944 

Merrill's Marauders 272 
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