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ars of Area History

1/ Tavern -Hotel Spans

By LOUISE MICHALEK
It was the spring of the year
and the Ilumbening covered
wagon creaked to a stop at the
intersection of the old Sauk In-
dian trail and the Military road.
This seemed a good place to
stop, so in a grove of trees at
this crossroads in Northern
Illinois, Adam Brown ended his
westward journey.

The year was 1833, and Brown
had started out several weeks
before with his wife and their
only child, Christopher, from
Elkhart, Ind., where the couple
had been married three years
earlier. Both had been brought
up in Preble county, Ohio, on
the western boundary of the
state. He had been born in
North Carolina in 1805 in
Guilford county; it was in Ten-
nessee that Phoebe Myers was
born in 1809.

“Western fever”” was a com-
mon ailment that hit both young
and old in those days, and
Brown fell victim to it, as had
his father before him.
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dian trail, lands were taken up
by othe other families — some
from .Ohio and others from
farther east — beginning in
1835. The previous year the
Browns had welcomed the
McCoys, who had settled about
a mile to the west. Then in 1837
the first German families found
farm lands to their liking
several miles east of the
crossroads, which by then were
being called Brown’s Corners —
a name which continues to iden-
tify the intersection.

In 1838 Brown was the first
purchaser of land in the south
suburban area, then known as
Thornton precinct, under the
federal pre-emption act of that
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on the “o0” — and later for the
gold fields of California.

The traffic eastward during
the decade before the Civil war
was apt to be at might. Many’s
the night Brown also heard the
McCoy farm wagon as it craek-
ed along the trail eastward to
Indiana. He knew that in the
back of the wagon, covered with
hay, would be hidden one or
more runaway slaves from
Missouri, being passed from the
McCoy farm to the next station
on the ‘“‘underground railroad”
across the border into Indiana,
with the hope of their reaching
Canada and freedom.

So many Germans had moved
into the area that in 1849 the lit-
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