PEACE & FRIENDSHIP TREATIES

Within Aboriginal perspectives, these
treaties bring all the signatories together

S

as though related, and treats treaty-
making like forming kin-based

relationships. For example, the Mi'kmagq

word for treaty is Angugamwe'l, which

means 'adding to our relations."

The Europeans viewed the

Some Indigenous peoples , ,
treaties as commercial

referred to treat peace
P P agreements and as the

treaties with the colonialists ,
transfer of of ownership and

as an agreement to keep a ,
5 P title to land.

peaceful but respecttul
distance.

______

Indigenous understandmgs AL % s
land and resource use are

fundamentally different from a

Western understandings of

exploiting natural resources.

Key Principles of Indigenous Worldview

e Interconnectedness of humans
with all living species

e Caretaking of land and
resources (not ownership)

e Communal enjoyment and
responsibility

. Storytelhng isa method ofnon- 1nterference that

~allows elders to give adv1<:e to young people Wlthout

d1rect1y telhng them What todo. _
i This requ1res mdiwduals to derlve the1r own meaning

from the stories based on the1r experlence and

strengthens the connectlon to the outcomes oOr

lessons
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Women elders had a lead role in the protest |
and were said to have been instrumentalin =~ .
; avoiding confrontation. The protest gained
opment project by the mayor of Oka, worlkdwide attention. Both the police and

Quebec onreserve land which was also a ’

r DSe . . : the army were called in to disperse th_e ;o
'_cradltlonel burial ground, without the prior protest, but the event is generally
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portion of the property in'the spring 0f 1990. resistancxe movements in Canada. -
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‘reserves joined the protest and supported a ol = K
blockade. The standoff between the police,

military and the protestors lasted for 78 days.

SOCML | AN_D ENVIRONMENTAL ACTIVISM

e In2012, Idle No More, a grassroots
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- by 4 women. - .
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ouncement of a golf course

e Since them, the movement has grown
into a Canada-wide movement that
supports Indigenous Rights and
organizes-against projects that threaten
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