
 
 

 Exploring the Links between Racism and Sexism: 
The lesser-known History of the Batavia Trials





Activity 1

• Do you think that trials serve an important purpose after a 
war or conflict? 


• If yes, what are some of these purpose/s? 


• If your answer is no, explain why you think so.





The fate of the “Comfort Women”
1. Many died with soldiers either during bombardment by the allied forces, or 

mass killings and enforced suicide by the Japanese military;


2. Captured with the enemy soldiers and detained in camps like POWs before 
being repatriated home


3. Those who survived remained silent for decades.



International 
Military Tribunal 
for the Far East 

1946-1948

There was no  indictment for military sexual slavery  
( LAW: enforced prostitution)



Post-War Justice

The Allied powers knew about  
Japanese Military Sexual Slavery 

 
GUIDE QUESTION: 

Do the persons who know about injustice bear a duty 
to do somethings about it? 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In the Report:

• An entire section on 
brothels (as an amenity 
that soldiers are entitled to) 

• Detailed regulations of the 
brothels (operation, 
management, hygiene, 
rank and pricing) 

• Geographic Locations all 
over Southeast Asia 

• Requisition forms (for the 
operation of a brothel)

Report No. 120 
“Amenities in the Japanese Armed Forces”



CBI Roundup was a free newspaper published by and for the men of the United States Forces in the China-Burma-India Theater of World War II.



Form groups of 3ACTIVITY 2 



• Task: To analyze key documents that will help provide 
information or any leads regarding the BATAVIA Trials 
that involved “Comfort Women.” 


• Each group will be conducting research during a specific 
year, which means that the document/s available to the 
group will be different or slightly different.

1994 2006 2014 2019



• Use the tool provided 
to guide your analysis 
and discussion 

• Please don’t write on 
the documents – 

• Do take notes on the 
worksheet 

• No googling 

WORKSHEET



2. What primary 
sources or records are 
available on the 
Batavia Trials? What 
do they tell us? 
 

Primary  
Source 
Documents

Research Questions

1. Were cases of 
Military Sexual 
Slavery in Asia ever 
prosecuted at the 
end of World War II?  

Yes/No 

 
Make a note of what you found: 

Surprising 
Interesting 
Troubling



The Dutch Military Trial at Batavia
• The Dutch issued an Extraordinary Penal Law Decree (22 Dec 1943) in order 

to avoid implementing retrospective legislation and in the vain hope of 
deterring war crimes.


• In 1946, this was extended to the liberated Dutch East Indies and it 
equipped the Temporary Courts Martial with adjudicatory powers to try war 
crimes.


• Japanese military men and civilians were charged with the rape, ill-
treatment, abduction and enforced prostitution of (Dutch) women and girls 
after World War II.



The Awochi Case

Before 2006, the only English Translation available (1 of 3 Judgements), UNWCC





Judgement/Sentencing
• Major Nozaki Seiji, Guilty, 12 years


• Col. Ikeda Shoichi, Guilty, 15 years


• Furuya Iwao (Japanese Military Employee), Guilty, 20 years

Each of them served shorter sentences: They were released after 5 
years, 6 years and 11 years respectively. 


Like the US, Dutch Foreign Ministry commuted the remaining 
sentence by 1958.



How the cases were prosecuted
• Planned nature of the crime of 

abduction and recruitment 
under false promises


• Proof of a Chain of command 
that established the liability of 
Military officers


• Absence of voluntariness of 
the women and girls



Why did the Dutch Military Tribunal only 
prosecute offences committed against 

Dutch nationals?

Why did the Allies, other than the Dutch, not pursue such sex-
related offences at war crimes trials convened after WWII?  
(Fred Borch, Author: Military Trials of War Criminals in the 

Netherlands East Indies 1946-1949)



Evidence of local women placed under 
Japanese Military Sexual Slavery

News report (November 1946) about 
the repatriation of over 200 Javanese 
girls who had been brought over to 
Singapore and North Kalimantan to 
become nurses, but had actually been 
conscripted to become gadis-gadis 
penhibur (“Comfort Women”), NIOD 
Archives



Archival Photos
Australian landing barge at Kupang 
(Timor) bringing liberated Javanese 
women ashore from the Japanese junk 
in which they had been crowded for four 
days, October 1945 


(Source: Australian War Memorial)



• Guilt/Innocence of the accused according to the determination of the “moral and 
sexual purity or chastity” of the victim (deservedness) 


• The burden of proof – not just evidence of the acts that constituted the crime, but 
also evidence that the victim did not deserve the treatment she received in the 
hands of the accused.

Voluntariness or the Consent Standard 
prevalent at the time



Failure of the Legal System 
to Recognize the Injustice

• Views about women and women’s 
sexuality


• Views about the Power relations 
between Women/Men 

Intersections of Race/Gender

• A minority view recognized 
that the perpetrator’s acts 
were unjust regardless of the 
circumstances of the women


• Ultimately, cases were only 
filed on behalf of Dutch 
citizens

Women’s Moral Invisibility





Broadening the frame of Justice

Intersections of Race and Gender


