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RE-TURNING DOORKNOBS back to TRINITY COLLEGE 

By  Richard Turk  ‘70 

 

Back in the day, the doors of Williams Memorial sported doorknobs with 

the college seal on them.  When Dick Wyland ’70 entered The General 

Theological Seminary in New York City after graduation he unexpectedly 

found one of these doorknobs placed on a seminary door.  After a quick trip 

to the hardware store, he liberated the Trinity doorknob and for the last 

forty years it has resided in a cabin in the Adirondacks. To mark the 50th 

anniversary of the Class of 1970, that doorknob will finally be returned to 

its rightful home.   

 

 

 

Class of ’70 Antique Doorknob, recovered by Dick Wyland 
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Trinity’s College seal is found on this antique doorknob.  

The history of the college seal can be found in Peter 

Knapp’s book on the history of Trinity College and on the 

archived copy of the Watkinson Library webpage “Trinity 

Traditions”:  

  

 

So…how did this doorknob end up at the General 

Theological Seminary sometime before 1970? 

 

A search of the Trinity College Archives uncovered a theft 

of Old Campus doorknobs from Jarvis Hall in November 
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1933, as reported in both the Trinity Tripod and the 

Hartford Courant.  The student Senate of Trinity and the 

secretive Medusa suggested that the doorknobs had been 

stolen from Jarvis Hall. 

 

 

(Trinity Tripod, November 28, 1933, p. 2) 

 

Brought from the old college located at the present site of 

the State Capitol building, the knobs were said to be 

priceless and irreplaceable because the original molds 

were lost.  Then President, Dr. Remsen Ogilby, said the  
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(Trinity Tripod, November 28, 1933, p. 1)                (Hartford Courant, November 1933) 
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punishment for the theft would be quite severe if the 

offenders were ever found. 

 

Eric Stoykovich, Trinity College Archivist, checked Glenn 

Weaver's book, The History of Trinity College (1967) and 

found some reference (p. 186) to the demolishing and 

removal of the Old Campus, but no special mention of the 

doorknobs:  

 

 

 

Two pictures of the Trinity College doorknobs appeared in 

an online version of the book by Leonard Blumin, Victorian 
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Decorative Art, published in 1983.  In the Antique 

Doorknob Photo Library (antiquedoorknobs.us), editor 

(and President of the Antique Doorknob Collectors of 

America) Paul Woodfin describes these pictures: 

First, know that we are a non-profit charitable club 

which was founded in 1981 to aid collectors of antique 

hardware and educate the public about antique 

hardware. Our website is part of our education effort 

and is based on a 1983 book (Victorian Decorative Art) 

written by one of our members. There is scarce 

documentation about antique hardware.  Some of our 

members are in the custom hardware manufacturing 

business, including E. R. Butler & Company in NYC and 

Tice Industries in Portland, OR. They have made 

hardware replicas for many historic buildings across 

the country, along with custom hardware for the 

residences of prominent people. 

 

The Trinity College knob was first shown in a 2000s printed 

version of this publication, although that particular knob is 

domed shape, unlike the one in Wyland’s possession. 

  

https://www.antiquedoorknobs.us/
https://www.antiquedoorknobs.us/
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      P-62020 (antiquedoorknobs.us)                             P-62600 (antiquedoorknobs.us) 

                 

Photos from Antique Doorknobs Photo Library, courtesy of ADCA and Paul Woodfin. 

 

Perhaps there were two types of knobs with the Trinity seal 

on them. Emblematic hardware was designed and used in 

buildings starting in the 1880s and into the 1930s (though 

there are a few examples from the 1870s).  

 

Therefore, Woodfin’s guess would be that at least  two 

large college buildings with many doors probably used 

these hardware designs. He has not researched Trinity’s 

campus spaces exhaustively, but a classroom or dorm 

would be likely candidates. Given the drum style of this 

doorknob, he thinks P-62020 (see picture above) probably 

was made before 1900. 

 

https://www.antiquedoorknobs.us/p-62020.html
https://www.antiquedoorknobs.us/p-62600.html
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In 1824 Trinity’s first campus, founded as Washington 

College, consisted of two Greek-revival buildings. The new 

Seabury and Jarvis buildings were built in 1878, and 

Northam a few years later, after the college sold their prior 

campus to the state of Connecticut for a site to build the 

new Capitol.  Paul Woodfin has seen one of the drum type 

knobs before and it might be from around 1880, but there 

is no possibility that this one can be assigned an earlier 

date. Connecticut manufacturers (Russell & Erwin, Corbin, 

Yale, Mallory Wheeler, and Yale & Towne) were early 

doorknob and hardware manufacturers and usually these 

manufacturers kept the casting molds, but unfortunately 

those were lost before or during the 1960s, when they 

were all bought by modern companies and moved to new 

factories after purging their past inventories by sale or by 

dumpster. If they were from the old campus, Woodfin can 

guarantee these knobs are not from the 1850s or earlier. 

 

Unfortunately, most institutions of Trinity’s age would 

renovate and replace old hardware, even though the older 

hardware was of far greater quality than modern 

hardware, even back in the 1930s. Woodfin’s guess is that 
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both knob designs were plentiful in the 1878-1880s 

buildings, but some or all may have been removed in 

renovations over many decades. 

 

Paul Woodfin adds that “a picture of the second doorknob 

is also attached” (see P-62600). “This doorknob was saved 

from an eBay sale many years ago and was just cleaned 

up so it could be added to the photo library. It is difficult 

to locate one of these Trinity seal knobs in good condition 

that someone would be willing to sell. If a reproduction is 

needed, [Woodfin] would suggest talking to Butler or Tice 

about casting copies. Wilmette Hardware north of Chicago 

also makes castings, and there may be others.” 

 

Evidence of the date of the doorknob can be found by 

examining changes made in the seal over time.  Below are 

pictures of the seal dating from 1880 to the present. 
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 1880             

  

         1882                                                1886 

                        

           1904          1932                 
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1942                                                1966 

         

Current Seal: 

 

 

Several changes observed to the 

seal from 1880 are the position of 

the staff (or crozier) over the letters 

‘Pro Ecc’ in Pro Ecclesia, the position 

of the key over the letters ‘ria’ in 

Patria, and the size of the door and 

windows in the Greek-revival building (the first Seabury 

Hall).  The antique doorknob matches the seal from 1880 

taken from the Trinity Ivy published in 1879-1880. 

 

Ironically, for the Class of ’70, the doorknob story was not 

finished after Wyland reached out to the Class.  Another 

doorknob has surfaced from our classmate, Joel 

Greenspan, on the occasion of our 51st anniversary!  Joel 
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writes: “A day or so before graduation in May 1970, I 

walked across the Quad from Woodward to Jarvis Hall to 

visit a classmate.  As I recall, the entry door to Jarvis was 

intact as I entered.  However, as I departed the building 

after my visit, through the same door, and placed my hand 

on the inner doorknob, the knob came off in my hand.  I 

discovered that the outer doorknob was (recently) 

missing, but the inner knob (apparently an original and 

decorated with the College Seal) and its attached spindle 

was in my hand.  I have kept this artifact safe since then 

and it seems appropriate to return it in commemoration of 

the Class of 1970 50th Reunion.” 

   

Repatriated Jarvis Doorknob   Jarvis Doorknob with spindle 
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Perhaps, in 1970, a few of the antique artifacts still could 

be found on campus.  As Joel questions: “Is the (missing) 

outer knob being kept safe by another classmate?”  We 

may never know.  

 

The Class of 1970 now is pleased to present these antique 

doorknobs to its rightful owner, Trinity College, where they 

will be preserved in the College Archives by the staff of the 

Watkinson Library.  

 

Like a doorknob, Trinity indeed does open many 

doors.  And does it with style. These antique doorknobs 

will be re-turned to the College during celebration of our 

50th reunion at Homecoming/Reunion on October 1st to 

3rd in 2021! 

 

Richard Wyland (presenter) 

Joel Greenspan (co-presenter) 

Richard Turk (researcher)  

 

February 20, 2021 (updated May 18, 2021 and 

September 23, 2021) 

 


