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Charisse DelVecchio started this petition to Springfield College

The following petition is intended to dissuade Springfield College from charging graduate students the in-person tuition cost for courses administered exclusively
remotely over the Summer 2020 semester. Although a formal decision about summer costs has not been communicated to all graduate programs at this time, we
respectfully urge the institution to charge the appropriate rate for the services provided. 

The current global crisis has created hardship for the university as well as for the student body.  This crisis has required the university to move to remote learning, which
changes the value of the education for which we are paying. In addition, the pandemic and its consequences have undermined our ability to pay. Given the change in
access to funding sources faced by many students, the change in the quality of education, and the additional burdens imposed on students by online learning, there is no
justification in charging students the in-person tuition rate for the Summer 2020 Session. We therefore encourage the administration to consider the following concerns,
which are supported by the findings of the survey of students linked here:

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ND2nDjSIGdTCtfR5tqrhwQd0z81cLlIbrbOfUOjzGS8/edit?usp=sharing 

1. The consequences of the COVID-19 crisis which have necessitated the move to online courses have also negatively impacted our ability to pay. The ability
of Springfield’s graduate students to pay for summer courses has been reduced in a variety of ways, and consequently, we fear that our ability to enroll at
Springfield College for the Summer 2020 semester may be jeopardized if the university chooses to impose charges greater than the normal online learning tuition.
Funding sources are now scarce, as employment has been reduced, and federal loans are inaccessible for students in certain situations. Each student’s financial
situation is unique, however, we all now face uncertainty regarding the status of future funding sources and employment opportunities. It is in the mutual interest of
the graduate students and the college to ensure that enrollment in the summer session remains affordable in order to prevent students who have been impacted by
the economic crisis to seek enrollment elsewhere at a cost consistent with online learning, or to disenroll due to financial hardship. It is critical therefore that the
university charges the normal rate for online classes, as an increase would be cost-prohibitive and would affect enrollment.
 

2. Online courses affect the quality of education. Online learning is inherently different than in-person learning, and the cost of such courses must reflect that
difference.  The collective experiences of graduate students who have already been required to transition to online classes this semester reveal disparities in the
quality and nature of education between in-person and remote learning such that in-person tuition cannot be justified. The included survey demonstrates that
graduate students encountered greater difficulty in accessing faculty outside of allotted class time after transitioning to online classes. Additionally, due to the
technological limitations of online classes, students spend less time interacting with peers and colleagues through collaborative work or in-class discussion.
Moreover, a majority of graduate students reported reduced lecture time in online courses. Our findings suggest that the online format of our classes has reduced
these enriching aspects of the education for which we are paying. Given the evidence that online learning is less valuable than in-person classes, charging the rate
for in-person courses is unjustifiable. Indeed, the very fact that the two types of courses are priced differently supports this conclusion. 
 

3. Online courses impose additional burdens on students. The included student survey demonstrates that online learning shifts various responsibilities and burdens
to the graduate student. Remote classes require students to provide their own workspace and overcome the many challenges associated with working from home.
For most students, this reduces the amount of space they have in which to study. Lack of space can make learning more difficult as many students are “attending”
class in shared living spaces, and in some circumstances are responsible for dependent care and face distractions associated with shared physical workspace. A
majority of graduate students reported reduced access to technology after the switch to online courses. Students must provide their own internet access, and many
will have no access to printers, scanners, and other equipment. These changes impose barriers for students, and disproportionately impact the education of students
with financial limitations. A majority also indicated that the nature of learning has changed since moving to remote classes, as they now spend more time
independently learning. These increased logistical burdens on graduate students require more time, effort, and money, which would normally be offset by the
reduced price of online courses. 
 

We respectfully insist the administration consider the concerns of graduate students and the data presented herein. The undersigned graduate students of Springfield
College seek to be charged tuition rates for regional and online classes, rather than in-person graduate tuition rates, as classes are indefinitely switched to remote learning.
It is unreasonable and unjustifiable to continue to charge the rate for in-person courses
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Nate Morrill·5 days ago
My education is being negatively affected by distance learning but I’m still paying for access to teachers, a traditional classroom, and the physical resources on
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Anthony Rainey·5 days ago
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Sign this petition

Today: Charisse is counting on you

Charisse DelVecchio needs your help with “Springfield College: Change Tuition to Reflect the Difference in Educational Experiences of Remote Learning”. Join
Charisse and 519 supporters today.
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Charisse DelVecchio needs your help with “Springfield College: Change Tuition to Reflect the Difference in Educational Experiences of Remote Learning”. Join
Charisse and 519 supporters today.
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Promoted by 6 supporters

Tolland High School Graduation

The students and young adults of Tolland High School's Class of 2020 are as aware of the global crisis facing everyone as… Read more

Sign the petition
Promoted by 3 supporters

Pet owners/agents have the right to know info about injections administered to their pets

To Governor Gavin Newsom: your intervention is requested in order to correct a deficiency in consumer protection affecting pet… Read more
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Sign the petition
Promoted by 2 supporters

Don't force deviants to use dA eclipse

        DeviantART will soon be forced to switch to eclipse mode. This, however, isn't helping the community. DeviantART… Read more

Sign the petition
Promoted by 1 supporter

PAY DEL VALLE ISD FRONTLINE EMPLOYEES DOUBLE TIME.

Hourly employees in DVISD who have been working onsite during the COVID-19 pandemic are heroes. They have been… Read more

Sign the petition
Promoted by 752 supporters
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South Korea's election was heavily rigged deliberately! That's revealed from statical data

First of all, thank you for your interest. Share #LetsFixKoreaRiggedElection to help Koreans in despair who are losing their… Read more

Sign the petition
Promoted by 3 supporters

Senator Mitt Romney the Mashpee Wamponoag Tribe are Losing their Reservation.

"The Department of Interior removed The Mashpee Wampanoag Tribe's land during the worst possible time. As many… Read more

Sign the petition
Promoted by 732 supporters

Include Climbing Gyms in Emergency Stimulus Funding

It has come to our attention that once people are signing this petition change.org is asking people to 'chip in' money. Please… Read more

Sign the petition
Promoted by 5 supporters
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End Veteran Suicides

Roughly 18 to 22 military veterans a day commit suicide. The causes for this tragedy are typically depression fueled by the… Read more

Sign the petition
Promoted by 84 supporters

Poultry Companies: Give workers essential benefits and safe conditions during COVID19

Hello! Thanks to everyone’s effort to spread the word about our campaign, the media has been paying attention to the… Read more

Sign the petition
Promoted by 41,517 supporters

US Physicians/Healthcare Workers For Personal Protective Equipment in COVID-19 Pandemic

www.frontlineppenow.org As cases of COVID-19 escalate around the country, physicians and other healthcare workers (HCWs)… Read more

Sign the petition
Promoted by 240 supporters

Give New Jersey essential workers hazard pay!

It is time for the state of New Jersey to give back to the people risking their lives every day in order to provide its citizens… Read more

Sign the petition
Promoted by 13 supporters
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Amazon to start a Made in the USA section

The American people need a platform to buy and sell their products that are made in the USA. Amazon should create a… Read more

Sign the petition
Promoted by 27 supporters

Pass the Emergency Money for the People Act

House Representatives Tim Ryan and Ro Khanna have introduced another round of emergency legislation to bail out… Read more

Sign the petition
Promoted by 165 supporters

Mixed-Status Families Left Out From Economic Impact Payment

I think it's unfair and discriminating that Mixed-Status Families are being left out from the Economic Impact Payments… Read more

Sign the petition
Promoted by 2 supporters
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Petition for Academy of the Holy Angels to Cancel 2020 Final Exams

As Holy Angels closed its doors in March of 2020 amid the COVID-19 pandemic, students and teachers were faced with the… Read more

Sign the petition
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