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Council to consider Overton zoning 
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By HANNAH WOLFSON 
News staff writer 

The Mountain Brook City 
Council plans to hold a special 
meeting Monday to vote on a 
zoning amendment that would 
allow the construction of a con­
dominium, retail and office de­
velopment in Overton Village. 

The change is being made to 
pave the way for a condo project 
with three buildings in Moun­
tain Brook and one in Vestavia 
Hills. Overton Village, as the de­
velopment is called, would in­
clude 62 condominiums, offices 
and ground floor shopping and 
restaurants. It has already re­
ceived the necessary zoning ap­
provals from Vestavia Hills. 

But Mountain Brook's zoning 
laws allow mixed-use develop­
ments only on three or more 
acres, and this project is 2.3 
acres in two cities. 

The amendment would allow 
1.5-acre mixed use in Overton 
Village alone. The city's Plan­
ning Commission came up 
deadlocked on the change, for­
warding it to the City Council 
with no recommendation. 

Some officials have said they 
would rather wait for any zoning 
changes until the city completes 
its master plan for the villages, 
which are being designed by 
consultants Gould Evans Associ­
ates. But the planning process, 

originally scheduled to wrap up 
in September, could now stretch 
into next spring or summer. De­
velopers Leitman-Perlman-Rich 
Inc. say they'd be financially 
damaged if they have to wait 
that long to begin. 

"I feel like they ought to have 
a chance to move forward," said 
Councilman Jesse Vogtle. 'llt's 
not their fault Gould Evans is 
not moving." The council held a 
public hearing on the amend­
ment at its latest meeting but 
did not agree to bring it to a 
vote. 

A few residents spoke out 
against the change, saying 
they're worried about setting a 
precedent. 

"It doesn't seem right to iso­
late one project and find regula­
tions that allow the project to be 
built," said John Carraway, an 
English Village resident who has 
fought mixed-use zoning. 

If the change goes through, 
the Planning Commission could 
begin to consider the Overton 
Village plans at its next meeting, 
Jan. 11. 

Monday's meeting is set for 8 
a.m. at City Hall. The council 
will also consider a liquor li­
cense request for Bella Bistro on 
Church Street and declare sur­
plus property for auction. 

E-MAIL: hwolfton@bhamnews.com 
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State discourages cigarettes but relies on tax 
DOWNTOWN HOMEWOOD 

www.sohosquare.lnfo 

By PHIWP RAWLS 
The Associated Press 

TAXES SUPPORTING 
GENERAL FUND BUDGET 

Frustrated With Type 2 Diabetes? 
Uvlng with diabetes Is not easy. Sometimes the proper diet and the right exercise 
81'1 not enough. 

MONTGOMERY - It's the ul­
timate mixed message: Alabama 
government spends money to 
encourage people not to smoke, 
but it relies heavily on cigarette 
truces to fund prisons, mental 
health centers and other impor­
tant functions of government. 

Major tax sources for the 2006 
state General Fund budget and the 
percentage they contributed to 
the budget 

If yo1.1. are dolnll everything riaht to control your diabetes ... And your blood sugar 
level la still to High, we may hive an option for you. 

► ln111rance premium taxes: 
14.5% 

Local .0hv1lclans 81'1 1;on9uctlng II research study of a new lnvestlgatlonal 
combfnatlon therapy for lype 2 iflabetes. Cigarette truces are the third 

biggest tax source for the state 
General Fund budget. Alabama's 
property taxes, which are the 
lowest in the nation, rank fifth. 

► Oil and natural gas Hveranc• 

If youJ1uallfv. YoU w\11 receive all study-related care and study medication at no ~ 
cost. F1nancTa1 compensation Is also provided. ., 

For information please call: 205-877-2786 
ALABAMA RESEARCH CENTER 

2022 Brookwood Medical Center, Birmingham, Al 35209 

taxes: 8.5% 

► Cigarette taxes: 7.7% 

► Sales taxes: 7.6% 

► Property taxes: 6.6% 

VOLUNTEER FOR YOUR FU1VRE. ► Uquortaxes: 4.9% 

► Lease taxes: 4.2% 
e Pinball •, 

e Home Pool Tables 
Source: Legislative Flscal Office 

e Jukebox 
• Foosball 
• Air Hockey 
• Video Games . 

"It's amazing in this state that 
we have campaigns to encour­
age people not to smoke, but we 
rely more on cigarette truces than 
property taxes," said Rep. John 
Knight, chainnan of the House 
Government Finance and Ap­
propriations Committee. 

Alabama is not alone. Ciga­
rette taxes are big revenue pro­
ducers in most states. 

$1.1 billion in anticipated reve­
nue, according to a recent sur­
vey by the Campaign for To­
bacco-Free Kids. 

• Home Game Room Funlture 
540 2nd Ave. North tt-l 

v~• 324-7526 ' 
www.bhmvending.com 

Alabama expects to talce in 
$162 million this fiscal year. 
Georgia is looking at $247 mil­
lion and Florida at $452 million. 
Michigan leads the nation at 

Alabama also expects to col­
lect $94.3 million this year from 
tobacco companies as part of 
the national tobacco settlement. 
Keeping that money coming in 
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Your eyesight is just fine. Some of our Medicare plans offer monthly 
health plan premiums starting at $0, as well as a list of other benefits. 

Seeing is believing. SecureHorizons3 health plans have benefits that go beyond Original 
Medicare. At one of our Medicare community meetings, you'll get answers to your Medicare 
questions and see how SecureHorizons® health plans compare to Original Medicare. Some 
SecureHorizons® health plans offer benefits like Medicare Part D prescription drug coverage, 
monthly health plan premiums starting at $0, wellness and preventative programs, predictable 
costs for doctor visits, vision and hearing and more. It's a list of benefits that go beyond 
Original Medicare. See for yourself. Call 1-800-273-5751 (TfY: 1-800-387-1074) to reserve 
your spot. And let us know if you require any spec;ial needs accommodations. 

You're invited to one of our upcoming Medicare 
community meetings. 

SecureHoriz.ons· 
~ . by Uni!edHealthcare 

December 19, 2006 December 19, 2006 December 20,2006 December 20 & 27, 2006 
11:00AM 11:00AM 11:00AM 11:00AM 
Shoney's ' Barnhill's Buffet Western Sizzlin' Ryan's 
951 Lake Mitchell Rd. 9550 Parkway East 201 Vaughan Lane 7201 Crestwood Blvd. 
Clanton, AL Birmingham, AL Pell City, AL Birmingham, AL 

December 22, 2006 December 27, 2006 December 27, 2006 December 29, 2006 

11:00AM 11:00AM 11:00 AM 11:00AM 

Charlie B's Shoney's Western Sizzlin' Charlie B's 

100 6th St. South 951 lake Mitchell Rd. 201 Vaughan Lane 100 6th St. South 

Oneonta, AL Clanton, AL Pell City, AL Oneonta, AL 

Live Secure. Be Secure:M www.SecureHorizons.com 
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1he above MedkareAdvantage plans are offered by any of the following: Unil«i HealthCare of Alabama, Inc., United HeallhCare of Arizona, Inc., 
United HealthCare of Arkansas, Inc., UniledHealtfxare of Flurida, Inc., Unil«J HeallhCare of Gwrgia, Inc., UniledHealtJxare of New England, 
Inc., UnitedHealtlxare of New York, Inc., UnitedHPAitlxare of North Garolina, Inc., Unil«J HealthCare of Ohio, Inc., Unil«i HealthCare of 
'lennes<Jee, Inc., Unil«J HealthCare of the Mkllands, Inc., United HealthCare of the Mitlum, Inc., UniJed HealthCare of Utah, Inc., UniledHeaJIJxare 
of WtsamSin, Inc., UnitedHealJlxare Plan of the Riwr Valley, Inc., United HealthCare Insurance Company, Ewrt:are of 'Iexos, /1£, PacifiCare'! or 
PacifiGare of ColoradtJ, Inc., Medkare Advantage Organimlions with a Medkare contract. limitations, copaymenJs and coinsurance wilJ afP}y. 
Benefits may mry by rounJy and plan. A-~ will be prewzt with information and Individual Ekdion furms. 
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future years depends on keeping 
the companies profitable. 

In late 2004, the Alabama Leg­
islature and Gov. Bob Riley got 
together to raise the state ciga­
rette tax from 16.5 cents a pack 
to 42.5 cents to generate more 
money for the General Fund 
budget that finances non-educa­
tion programs. 

Surveys by the state Depart­
ment of Public Health found the 
true hike didn't discourage smok­
ers. About one-fourth of Ala­
bama adults were smoking be­
fore the tax hike and about the 
same amount after it. 

"We were hoping to see a de­
crease in consumption, but we 
didn't," said Diane Beeson, di­
rector of the department's to­
bacco prevention and control 
program. 

Some states have raised their 
taxes more than $1 per pack and 
that hasn't reduced consump­
tion. One economic study found 
that taxes would have to exceed 
$7 per pack before people would 
give up the addictive habit due 
to high taxation, Beeson said. 

Alabama's budget for helping 

people stop smoking is tiny 
compared to the revenue the 
state gets from cigarettes. 

The budget, $682,000 for the 
current fiscal year, ranks 46th 
among the states and is 2.6 per­
cent of what the Centers for Dis­
ease Control recommends that 
Alabama should spend for a 
first-rate program. 

The budget funds educational 
programs and free nicotine 
patches for two weeks for those 
who want to try to quit smoking. 
So far, 32 percent of those who 
have gone through the patch 
program have not returned to 
smoking one month after they 
completed the program, Beeson 
said. 

While cigarettes are a big rev­
enue source for the state, Bee­
son likes to flip the numbers 
around and look at how much 
smoking-related illnesses cost 
the state: an estimated $1.38 bil­
lion a year. 

"When you look at what it 
costs us and what we get back, 
it's a huge gap," she said. "Our 
medical expenses far exceed our 
truces." 

HOW THEY VOTED 
Targeted News Service 

WASHINGTON - Following are re­
cent votes by Alabama members of 
Congress on key Issues: 

House of Representatives 
Oil and 111 ltases: 

The House on Dec. 8 rejected an 
amendment to the Tax Relief and 
Health Care Act (H.R. 6m) that would 
have required a company seeking a 
new lease for oil or gas exploration on 
public lands to renegotiate the terms 
of its existing leases. Proponents said 
oil and gas companies are not required 
to pay royalties on some older leases, 
taking billions out of federal coffers. 
Opponents argued that the amend· 
ment would prevent passage of the bi\l 
In the Senate. The vote was 205-207. 

Voting for: Democrat Artur Davis of 
Birmingham. 

Voting against: Democrat Bud Cramer 
of Huntsville; Republicans Robert B. 
Aderholt of Haleyville, Spencer Bachus 
of Vestavia Hills.Jo Bonner of Mobile, 
Rep. Terry Everett of Rehobeth and 
Mike Rogers of Saks. 

Tax ReUn and Health Care Act: 

The House on Dec. 8 passed the 
amended Senate version of H.R. 6111 
that extends tax credits for workers, 
research and development tax credits, 
allows some co\lege tultion deduc­
tions, alters the Medicare payment sys· 
tern and allows individuals to choose 
either income or sales tax deductions 
on federal tax returns. The bill also al­
lows for accelerated energy explora­
tion in the Gulf of Mexico. Proponents 
said the bill helps create jobs and se· 
cure energy independence, and grants 
some tax relief. Opponents said the bill 
was short-sighted and should be con­
sidered In the new Congress. The vote 
was367-45. 

Voting for: Republicans Aderholt, 
Bachus, Bonner, Everett and Rogers; 
Democrats Cramer and Davis. 

Dnense Department reportfn1: 

The House on Dec. 8 failed to suspend 
the rules to pass a bill that would have 
required the Defense Department to 
assign a grade to projects inserted into 
the department's budget by Congress 
and to report back annua\ly. Propo· 
nents said H.R. 6375 was designed to 
make sure money did not become 
pork barrel spending. Opponents ar­
gued that the bill would usurp congres· 
sional appropriations powers. and 
more comprehensive earmark legis­
lation should be taken up by the new 
Congress. The vote was 70-330. 

Voting against: Republicans Aderholt, 
Bachus, Bonner, Everett and Rogers; 
Democrats Cramer and Davis. 

Trade legislation: 

The House on Dec. 8 passed a bill that 
esta s norma a e re a ens w 
Vietnam (H.R. 6406). It also extends 
trade preferenc~ to suo-Saharan Af 
rica and the Andean coontrie~ and es• 
tablishes trade preferences for Haiti. 
The bill was rolled Into the tax credit 
relief bill when it went to tlie Senate. 
Propooents said Vi~illTJlS eptering 
the WOl'ld Trade Organiiation aoo u.s.• 
companies should be able to reap the 

benefits, and Haiti is the poorest coun­
try in the hemisphere and needs sup­
port. Opponents said the U.S. should 
not be supporting the communist dic­
tatorship in Vietnam. The vote was 212-
184. 

Voting for:Democrats Cramer and Da· 
vis. 

Voting against Republicans Aderholt, 
Bachus. Bonner, Everett and Rogers. 

Contlnuln& appropriations: 
The House on Dec. 8 passed HJ.Res. 
102, which provides funding through 
Feb. 15 for agencies covered by nine 
appropriations bills that have not been. 
completed. The resolution also puts 
congressional pay raises on hold until 
February. The vote was 370- 20. 
Voting for: Republicans Aderholt, 
Bachus, Bonner and Everett; Demo­
crats Cramer and Davis. 

Voting against: Republican Rogers. 

U.S. and India nuclear cooperation: ~ 

The House on Dec. 8 passed the • 
House-Senate conference report on a ! 
bill (H.R. 5682) that allows trade of nu- · · 
clear materials and technology with In, 
dia, which has not signed a non-prolif- , 
eration pact. Proponents said the bill : 
supports a growing democracy in Asia. 
Opponents said it sends the wrong 
message to developing nuclear pow· ,◄ 
ers. The vote was 330-59. ,• .. 
Voting for: Republicans Aderholt, ,• 
Bachus, Bonner, Everett and Rogers; •: 
Democrats Cramer and Davis. : • .• 
FDA report,: 

The House on Dec. 9 passed a bill (S. 
3546) that requires manufacturers, 
packers and distributors of dietary 
supplements to inform the FDA of re­
ports of serious or adverse reactions 
within 15 business days. Proponents 
said timely reporting to the FDA is a 
public safety Issue. Opponents said 
that, while the bill was broad and 
poorly executed. The vote was 203-98. 

Voting for: Republicans Aderholt and 
Everett. 

Voting against: Republicans Bachus, 
Bonner and Rogers. 

Not voting: Democrats Cramer and Da­
vis. 

Senate 
Tax relln and trade bills: 

The Senate on Dec. 8 passed H.R. 6111, 
which extends tax credits for workers, 
research and development tax credits, 
a\lows some college tuition deduc­
tions, alters the Medicare payment sys­
tem and offers a choice of either in­
come or sales tax deductions on 
federal tax returns for individuals. The 
bill also accelerates drilling in the Gulf 
of Mexico. The trade bill (H.R. 6406) 
that establishes normal trading rela­
tions with Vietnam and extends trade 

fer~s-to-sub-Saharill-Afi:ic:a-and.. 
the Andean countries and establishes 
Jra?-e preferences for Haiti was incor· 
po~e~ m the Se. ate vote. Propo­
nents slid the blll\viU help the econ­
om'I grow. OpP.(>nents said ft was too 
tbstly, adding bttlions to the federal 
deficit. The vote was 79,J 
Vot,ig for: :..epllblicaris Jeff Session 
ana Richard C. Sfielby. 
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