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Alicia: My Story 
Lesson Plan for Chapter 21 

“The Brecha” 
 
 
TITLE: Think of the Children 
 
TOPIC: The Holocaust  
 
GRADE LEVEL: High School  
 
SUBJECT: World History 
 
RATIONALE: 
In this lesson, students will understand the special vulnerabilities underwent by the 
“unwanted children” during the era of the Holocaust in how the Nazis advocated for the 
killing of these groups in accordance with their ideological views so ultimately help 
students more fully understand why/how the Nazi war machine worked and why it 
eventually went to war with the world.  
 
INSTRUCTIONAL OBJECTIVE(S): 
Students will be able to: 
- Discuss the special vulnerabilities underwent by the “unwanted children” during the 

era of the Holocaust. 
- Explore how the Nazis advocated for the killing of these “unwanted” or “dangerous” 

groups in accordance with their ideological views. 
 
NCSS THEME(S):  
- Culture 
- Time, Continuity, and Change  
- People, Places, and Environments 
 
FLORIDA SUNSHINE STATE STANDARD(S): 
SS.912.A.6.3 
Analyze the impact of the Holocaust during World War II on Jews as well as other   
groups.  

 
COMMON CORE STATE STANDARD(S): 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.9-10.1 
Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources, 
attending to such features as the date and origin of the information. 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.9-10.6 
Compare the point of view of two or more authors for how they treat the same or similar 
topics, including which details they include and emphasize in their respective accounts. 
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MATERIALS:  
- Internet access 
- Access to a sizeable projector or SmartBoard 
- IWitness video-testimony 
- PowerPoint presentation (see attachments) 
- The book Alicia: My Story (preferably a copy per student) 
 
PREPARATIONS: 
- Create an IWitness account to access the video-testimony. 
- Read the testimonies and the U.N.’s Declaration of Children’s Rights prior to teaching 

the lesson to obtain a firm grasp of what each testimony is about and what rights were 
violated in the testimonies.  

- Read through the PowerPoint presentation to allow that you’re only taking cues from 
it, not reading it from the screen.  

- Assign students to read, at a minimum, Alicia: My Story chapter 21; preferably, 
though, the entire book up through the chapter. 

- Have IWitness video-testimony cued & ready to show. 
 
LESSON: 
Introduction (5 min) 
What Does “Childhood” Mean? 
1. Ask each student to write down three sentences that best define a child, in their 

opinion.  
2. Call on 5-7 students to share their sentences with the class.   
  
Learning Strategy #1 (15min) 
Mini-lecture on the Jewish Child in Nazi Ideology  
1. See PowerPoint presentation 
 
Learning Strategy #2 (20 min) 
Analyzing the Jewish child during the Holocaust: Extracts of Testimonies            
1. The instructor and students will read aloud together in class two testimonies written by 

Jewish children during the Holocaust. 
2. Together, examine the United Nation’s Declaration of the Rights of the Child, 1959, 

and then find together the clauses from the Declaration violated in the testimonies.  
 

Closure (10 min) 
1. After reading the testimonies and finding any violations of children’s rights according 

to the United Nations document, give you and your students five minutes to share any 
final questions, comments, and/or concerns about the content. 

2. Students will take the last five minutes of class to write down— in a poem format of 
their choosing— two types of fates these “unwanted” children experienced during the 
Holocaust and explain one reason as to why they suffered in these ways. 

3. Collect students’ poems at the end of class so to do an informal assessment of the 
students’ comprehension of the content.  
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ELL Accommodations  
- Ability to listen to native-English speakers 
- Having the opportunity to speak/practice English 
- Heavy use of visual aids. 
 
Extensions 
To further extend the lesson to present day, connect the children of the Holocaust and the 
Nazi’s violation of their basic human rights to today’s issue of child trafficking. The 
following link accesses a child trafficking worksheet to print out and give to each student 
to complete after you conclude this lesson: 
http://teachunicef.org/sites/default/files/documents/child_trafficking_activity_sheet.pdf 
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ATTACHMENT(S): 
- PowerPoint presentation slides 
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