
We are highlighting and honoring the many contributions of African American 

coachmen to Colonial Williamsburg and the Coach and Livestock program. In this 

issue, we spotlight the achievements of John Sheppard. John Sheppard was born 

5/15/1908 in Charles City, VA. He was employed by the Foundation for 34 years, 

making his way to Coach in Livestock on 6/9/1956 and retiring from the Foundation 

in 1971. He died 12/3/1973 and is buried in the Chickahominy Baptist Church Cem-

etery in Toano, VA. 

Coachmen of the Past 
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We have some new additions to our carriage horse herd! Please welcome, from Pennsylvania, Kolton and Lukedrini 
(Lukey for short). These two boys are both Dutch Harness horses and have already been taught how to pull a car-
riage. They are the youngest horses we have in our carriage group. Lukedrini is 4 years old and Kolton is 5 years old. 
These boys will be out and about often during the next few months as we get them used to the sights and sounds of the 
historic area., especially greeting guests. If you see them on the street, please stop and say hi!  
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Kolton and Lukedrini 

 

 

 

The Landau 
The Landau is a reproduction “convertible top” carriage, built by Colonial Williamsburg in 1960. It was restored 
between 1988 and 1993. In 1975, when the emperor of Japan paid a visit to Williamsburg, it was decided to add Kev-
lar plates to the inside of the carriage. When the 1983 G7 Summit was held in Colonial Williamsburg, this carriage 
was used to transport dignitaries to and from the events. Its most recent claim to fame is that it was used in 2007 to 
transport Queen Elizabeth II during her visit to Williamsburg. The coat-of-arms is that of Philip Ludwell Lee, who 
reportedly owned a landau in 18th- century Virginia.  

.  CW News 1975 October P.3 

Lukey (Brown) and Kolton (Black) 
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Colonial Williamsburg’s Rare Breeds program includes several rare breeds of poultry including the Nankin Bantam. 
The Nankin is a very old breed, often referred to in the 18th century as the Yellow Bantam. The name Nankin is be-
lieved to come from the same word which is a reference to a color of cloth. The Nankin is a true bantam, which 
means they have no large fowl counterpart. Many breeds of bantams are just 
“miniature” versions of the large fowl, making true bantams a unique genetic re-

source. The Nankins come in two comb types, 
Rose (flat comb close to the head with spikes) and 
Straight (tall flat comb with five points). Colonial 
Williamsburg has both types. The Nankin was 
very popular before the advent of electric incuba-
tors because the hens get broody easily.That is, 
they want to sit on eggs to hatch them, a job that 
takes 21 or more days. The Nankin was a good 
choice for gamekeepers because they will sit on 
the eggs of pheasants and quail without breaking 
them.  When electric incubators became popular the little 
birds lost their job and they slowly became more rare. They 
are a foundation breed, which makes them important genetically. They were used to 

create other breeds of bantams including the Seabright.  They are classified as “critical”by the 
Livestock Conservancy. Please visit our little poultry ambassadors at the Wythe or the Powell chicken coops.  
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Nankin Chickens 

 

 

 

Training Carriages 
Often times throughout the year you may see vehicles like 
these driving around town. These are our training carriages. 
We currently have 6 training vehicles in our fleet, and use 
them to train new horses, train new drivers, rehab injured 
horses, and to provide exercise for horses that do not pull 
carriages on a daily basis. These vehicles are lighter than 

our reproduction carriag-
es, and also have some 
21st century additions. 
Both the carriages pictures 
here have disc brakes. Should anything go wrong, our drivers are able to stop the 
carriage quickly and safely. If you see one of these out in town stop and say hi. We 
always enjoy talking about the extra activities we do to make carriage rides safe and enjoya-

ble for our guests.  

The Coach and Livestock Newsletter is a publication of Colonial Williamsburg Coach and Livestock Department 
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Written By:          Samantha Hughes , Elaine Shirley 

To learn how you can help our department or if you have questions please call 757-220-7791 or email pjeter@cwf.org 

Nankin Rooster 

Nankin Hen 


