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TO the READER

The Taking Possession: Slavery and the Movement West Resource Book has been
developed to examine the nature of slavery as it spread geographically from the
founding of Jamestown in 1607 to the settlement of Kentucky at the end of the
eighteenth century.

This resoutce book has been developed to respond to your questions about
the nature of slavery and the relations among races as the frontier moved west.
The ptimary and secondaty soutces presented here help to illusrate the ever
changing face of slavery during this period of westward expansion. Relations
among races on the frontier are examined as they were conditioned by time and
geographical region as well as by number and rank of the peoples who came
together on each of Virginia’s frontiers.

Therte are two sections of this resoutce book both of which have been
arranged chronologically. Primaty documents compose the first section while
secondary sources make up the second section. As a reader it may be helpful
for you to read the two sections together chronologically.

Editors: Julie Richter and Anne Willis
Contributors: Woody Holton, Diane Hudgins, Kevin Kelly, Joan Madison,
Rose McAphee, Nancy Milton, Michael Nichols, F redrika Teute, Pat Thayer

and Lorena Walsh
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Section 1
Primary Documents

1500 to 1870—Distribution of Slaves Brought to the New World

Brazil 38%
British Caribbean 17%
French Caribbean 17%
Spanish America 17%
British America/ 6% (approx. 80,000 taken to Virginia; 70% of
, United States this group arrived before 1750; approx.
800,000 taken to Jamaica)
Dutch, Danish, and 6%

Swedish Caribbean

Source: Ronald Hoffman, Lecture for “Enslaving Virginia” Training, January 1999,

Forced Migration of Africans During the Seventeenth Century

Of the over 11 million Africans forced to migrate to the New World, approximately 12 %
artived in the seventeenth century.

1,341,100 Africans imported into the New World
42% to Brazil
22% to Spanish America
20% to British Caribbean
12% to French Caribhean

1601 to 1699
270,425 Africans imported into the British Colonies
50% to Barbados (2.5 million between 1700 and 1810)
12,455 to the British mainland

Source: Lorena S. Walsh, Lecture for “Enslaving Virginia” Training, January 1999; Christy
S. Matthews, Lecture for “Enslaving Virginia” Training, February 1999.

fPopulation of Virginia in the Seventeenth Century J
Year Total Non-Indian  White Servants Africans
1620 928 32 (3%)
1625 1,218 483 23 (2%)
1648 c. 15,000 c. 300 (2%)
1670 c. 40,000 c. 6,000 ¢. 2,000 (5%)
3




1680 c. 43,500 . 15,000 c. 3,000 (7%)
1700 . 64,000 c. 13,000-
. 16,000 (20-26%)

Source: Lorena S. Walsh, Lecture for “Enslaving Virginia” Training, January 1999; Christy
S. Matthews, Lecture for “Enslaving Virginia” Training, February 1999.

March 1655/6—ACT 1. An Induction to the Acts concerning Indians

Colonial legislators created a distinction between Indians and Africans in this statute..

Secondly, If the Indians shall bring in any children as gages of their good and quiet
intentions to us and amity with us, then the parents of such children shall choose the
persons to whom the care of such children shall be intrusted and the countrey by us their
representatives do engage that wee will not use them as slaves, but do their best to bring
them up in Christianity, civillity and the knowledge of necessary trades; And on the report of
the commissioners of each respective country that those under whose tuition they are, do
really intend the bettering of the children in these particulars then a salary shall be allowed to
such men as shall deserve and require it.

Source: Hening, ed., The Statutes at Large, 1:396.

March 1661/2—ACT CXXXVIIL. Concerning Indians

The legislators decided that Indian and English servants were to serve their masters the same
length of time.

Aund be it further enacted that what Englishman, trader, or other shall bring in any
Indians as servants and shall assigne them over to any other, shall not sell them for slaves
not for any longer time than English of the like ages should serve by act of assembly.

Source: Hening, ed., The Statntes at Large, 1:143.

March 1661/2—Freedom for Metappin

In the 1650s, the relations between the Weyanocks and the Powhatans were strained. On 2
July 1659, the weroance of the Weyanock sold Metappin (or Weetoppen) to Elizabeth Short of
Surry County as a slave for life. Members of the Assembly ruled that Metappin should be
free. They noted that he spoke perfect English and wanted to be baptized.

METAPPIN, a Powhatan Indian being sold for life time to one Elizabeth Short by
the king of Wainoake Indians who had no power to sell him being of another nation, i i
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ordered that the said Indian be free, he speaking perfectly the English tongue and desiring
baptism.

Source: Rountree, Pocahontas’s Pegple, p. 108; Hening, ed., The Statutes at Large, 2:155.
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October 1669—ACT IX. An Act ffor destroying Wolyes

The members of the General Assembly decided to pay tributary Indians for each wolf head
that they took to the commissioner in a county. This statute contains the number of
bowmen or hunters that the colony’s officials believed were in each tribe. Peter H. Wood
notes that “James Mooney accepted a ratio of four to one between total population and
warriors among southern Indians near the Atlantic coast, and recent archacological evidence
seems to confirm this ratio, so we can estimate a Virginia Indian population of 2,900 in
1669. Several groups seem to have been missed, but their numbers would be roughly offset
by the attrition of the next sixteen years, so we can put the Virginia Indian population of
1685 at 2,900 as well” (see below).
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SINCE it is most evident that the inhabitants of this country doe receive dayly
damage by wolves, and noe fitt way or temper yet found for the destruction or diminishing
of them, It is enacted that the Indian tributaries be enjoyned and assessed to bring in a certaine
number annually, that is to say:

Bowmen wolves
or hunters heads
Into Nanzemond county, the Nan-
zemonds being about 45 9
Surrey. Powchay-icks 30 6
Weyenoakes 15 3
Men-Heyricks 50 10
Charles City County. Nottoways, 2 townes 90 18
Appomattux 50 10
Henrico County. Manachees 30
Powhites 10 2
Pamunckies 50 10
Chickahomonies 60 12
New Kent. Mattapanies 20 4
Rapahanocks 30 6
Totas Chees 40 8
Gloster. Chiskoyackes 15 3




Portobaccoes 60 12

Rapahanock. Nanzcattico

Mattehatique 50 10
Northumberland. Wickacomico 70 14
Westmoreland. Appomatux. : 10 - 2

725 145

And for the putting this act into effectuall execution, If is enacted by this grand assembly
that the county courts doe appoint a certaine petson or persons in their counties to receive
from the respective Indians, assigned them as aforesaid, the heads which are to be brought
in by these Indians, and to keep a just accompt of the number, and to present to the said
court such as are deficient to doe, and neglect to bring in their due number, against such, viz.
against the greate man of the towne, the said court to issue out summons for his appearance
to shew cause for his ot their default, and to warne them to fulfill their number, but if after
such warning given as aforesaid, the said Indians shall neglect and be wanting in their
number, the coutt shall transmitt the contempt to the next assembly for a further remedy,
Awnd it is further enacted that for what number soever of wolves heads shalbe brought to the
persons appointed as aforesaid, over and besides the number perticularly assessed on the
townes such persons appointed as aforesaid shall pay the Indian for every head to the full
and just value of one hundred pounds of tobacco and caske, of all which heads as well as
those imposed on the Indians, and the supernumeraries, as those that are killed by the
English, the accompts to be annually presented to the county courts who are to transmit
them to the assembly there to be charged on the publique levies for that yeare; and such as
pay for the heads as aforesaid, and English that kill them to be paid and reimbursed out of
the publique levy of their county; alsoe those persons that receive the wolves heads from the
Indians, and that grant certificates (as accustomed to the English) are to cause the eares to be
cut from off the wolves heads to prevent deceite; and that the magistrate granting certificate
to the English, doe administer oath that the heads of the wolves they bring in were not killed
or taken by the Indians. And that the clerke of the assembly forthwith give notice to the
respective counties whereto the Indians are to bring in the heads that the county courts may
give suffitient notice to the Indians according to the intent of this act.

It is further enacted by the assembly that upon the retorne of the accounts of wolves heads
at the next assembly, It be then considered what satisfaction shalbe made the right
honourable the governour in lieu of the wolves heads brought in on the account of his
tribute; & because some lawes prohibite the Indians from comeing among the Engiish, the
governour is requested by his commission to lycence them in any county desireing to employ

them.

Source: Wood, “Changing Population of the Colonial South,” in Wood, et al, eds.,
Powbatan’s Mantle, p. 41; Hening, ed., The Statutes at Large, 2:274-276.
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October 1670—ACT IV. Noe Negroes nor Indians to buy christian servants

The number of blacks and Indians in Tidewater Virginia was small when this act was passed.
The legislators knew that access to labor was necessary to succeed in the colony.

WHEREAS it hath beene questioned whither Indians or negroes manumited, or
otherwise free, could be capable of purchasing christian servants, Iz is enacted that noe negroe
or Indian though baptised and enjoyned their owne ffreedome shall be capable of any such
purchase of christians, but yet not debarred from buying any of their owne nation.

Source: Hening, ed., The Statuter at Large, 2:280-281.

October 1670—ACT XI1. What tyme Indians fo serve

This law created an additional distinction between Africans and Indians. It was an attempt
to make lifetime servitude the normal condition for all Africans imported into Virginia. The
legislators repealed this statute in November 1682.

David Galenson places the act in the context of similar statutes in Barbados and Maryland.
He writes: “In 1664, Charles Calvert had found that it was the high price of slaves, rather
than any skepticism about their capacity for labor, that prevented him and his fellow planters
from being able to guarantee a market for one shipload a year. In 1664, however, the
unwillingness of some Chesapeake planters to meet that high price might have resulted from
uncertainty about their ability to hold the Africans in servitude for life. No such uncertainty
existed in Barbados, the major destination for Africans in English America at the time,
where thousands of slaves arrived annually to grow sugar on great plantations. Nearly three
decades earlier, in 1636, that colony’s Council had declared that ‘Negroes and Indians, that
came here to be sold, should serve for Life, unless 2 Contract was before made to the
contrary, and this act appears subsequently to have been enforced without exceptions.
Although Maryland’s ‘Act Concerning Negroes & Other Slaves’ . . . . gave an assurance of
this kind to that colony’s planters in 1664, it was not until 1670 that Virginia’s legislature
produced such a guarantee when it declared that ‘all servants not being christians imported
into this colony by shipping shalbe slaves for their lives.” An important part of the answer to
the question of why Chesapeake planters hesitated to invest heavily in slaves during the
1660s may be that during that decade they lacked the statutory assurance concetning the
security of their investments that their counterparts in Barbados had recetved thirty years

eatlier.”

WHEREAS some dispute have arisen whither Indians taken in warr by any other
nation, and by that nation that taketh them sold to the English, are servants for life or terme
of yeares, It 5 resolved and enacted that all servants not being christians imported into this
colony by shipping shalbe slaves for their lives; but what shall come by land shall serve, if
boyes or girles, until thirty yeares of age, if men or women twelve yeares and no longer.

Source: Galenson, “Economic Aspects of the Growth of Slavery,” pp. 272-273; Hening,
ed., The Statutes at Large, 2:283.




September 1672—ACT VIIL. An act for the apprehension and suppression of runawayes, negroes and
slaves

The members of the General Assembly hoped to suppress the rebellious activities of slaves
throughout the colony. In addition, they wanted to keep white indentured servants and
Indians from joining slaves in unlawful activities. They decided that it was legal to wound or
kill an enslaved person who resisted arrest.

FORASMUCH as it hath beene manifested to this grand assembly that many
negroes have lately beene, and now are out in rebellion in sundry patts of this country, and
that noe meanes have yet beene found for the apprehension and suppression of them from
whome many mischeifes of very dangerous consequence may arise to the country if either
other negroes, Indians or servants should happen to fly forth and joyne with them; for the
prevention of which, be it enacted by the governonr, conncell and burgesses of this grand assembly, and by
the anthority theregf, that if any negroe, molatto, Indian slave, or servant for life, runaway and
shalbe persued by the warrant ot hue and crye, it shall and may be lawfull for any person
who shall endeavour to take them, upon the resistance of such negroe, molatto, Indian slave,
ot servant for life, to kill or wound him or them soe resisting; Provided alwayes, and it is the
true intent and meaning hereof, that such negroe, molatto, Indian slave, or servant for life,
be named and described in the hue and crye which is alsoe to be signed by the master or
owner of said runaway. And if it happen that such negroe, molatto, Indian slave, or servant
for life doe dye of any wound in such their resistance received the master or owner of such
shall receive satisfaction from the publique for his negroe, molatto, Indian slave, or servant
for life, soe killed or dyeing of such wounds; and the person who shall kill or wound by
virtue of any such hue and crye any such soe resisting in manner as aforesaid shall not be
questioned for the same, he forthwith giveing notice thereof and returning the hue and crye
or warrant to the master or owner of him or them soe killed or wounded or to the next
justice of peace. .And it is further enacted by the authority aforesaid that all such negroes and
slaves shalbe valued at ffowre thousand five hundred pounds of tobacco and caske a peece,
and Indians at three thousand pounds of tobacco and caske a peice, And further if it shall
happen that any negroe, molatto, Indians slave or servant for life, in such their resistance to
receive any wound whereof they may not happen to dye, but shall lye any considerable tyme
sick and disabled, then alsoe the master or owner of the same soe sick or disabled shall
receive from the publique a reasonable satisfaction for such damages as they shall make
appeate they have susteyned thereby at the county court, who shall thereupon grant the
master or owner 2 certificate to the next assembly of what damages they shall make appeare;
And it is further enacted that the neighbouring Indians doe and hereby are required and
enjoynned to seize and apprehend all runawayes whatsoever that shall happen to come
amongst them, and to bring them before some justice of the peace whoe upon the receipt of
such servants, slave, or slaves, from the Indians, shall pay unto the said Indians for the
recompence twenty armes length of Roanoake or the value thereof in goods as the Indians
shall like of, for which the said justice of peace shall receive from the publique two hundred
and fifth pounds of tobacco, and the said justice to proceed in conveying the runaway to his
master according to the law in such cases already provided; This act to continue in force till
the next assembly and no longer unlesse it be thought fitt to continue.

Source: Hening, ed., The Statutes at Large, 2:299-300.
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June 1676—ACT L. An act for carrying on a warre against the barbarous Indians

In 1676 many Virginians were alarmed by Governor Berkeley’s poor leadership and weak
response in handling the Indian threat by merely suggesting a series of forts be built along
the frontier rather than dispatching troops. Nathaniel Bacon, a member of England’s gentry
newly arrived in Virginia, became the military leader of a band of Virginians who armed
themselves against the Indians in defiance of the governor in the spring of that year.
Berkeley responded by unsuccessfully dispatching men to confront Bacon and decliared him
a rebel.

Until Bacon’s death from natural causes on October 26, 1676, he and Governor Berkeley
struggled to control Virginia militarily and politically, embroiling Virginians in civil war.
After the Assembly enacted many of Bacon’s demands, Bacon with five hundred men
captured the government and demanded from Berkeley the power to fight the Indians. That
was granted on June 25 but later withdrawn. The governor, however, could not raise loyal
troops to assert his authority and was forced to retreat to the Eastern Shore. Berkeley later
returned to Jamestown to prepare for Bacon’s attack but was forced to return to the Eastern
Shore while Bacon burned the capital. Virginians, hesitant to fight one another, continued
to vacillate in their support of Berkeley and Bacon in the ever-increasing confusion. Bacon’s
men, however, now turned to plundering loyalist plantations in Gloucester County and
elsewhere. Bacon’s sudden death left his men without a strong leader, and in January 1677
Berkeley returned to power and sought reparations for the loyalists.

During the Rebellion the Indians probably suffered the most. Many were killed and a
number of their villages were destroyed. In June of 1676 members of the Assembly decided
that Native Americans captured during the rebellion would become slaves for life.
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And bee it further enacted by the anthority aforesaid, that all Indians taken in warr be held and
accounted slaves dureing life, and if any differences shall arise in cases about plunder or
slaves, the cheife commander of the party takeing such slaves or plunder is to be the sole
judge thereof to make equall division as hee shall see fit.

Source: Hening, ed., The Statutes at Large, 2:346.

April 1679-—ACT 1. An act for the defence of the conntry against the incursions of the Indian enemy

This statute reflected the bias against Indians in the years after Bacon’s Rebellion.

And for the better encouragement and more orderly government of the souldiers,
that what Indian prisoners or other plunder shalbe taken in warre, shalbe free purchase to

the souldier taking the same.

Source: Hening, ed., The Statntes at Large, 2:440.



November 1682—ACT 1. An act to repeale a former law making Indians and others ffree

Two acts passed in November of 1682 joined Indians and Africans into one racial
category—“Negroes and other slaves.”

And be it f;m‘ber enacted by the authority aforesaid that all servants except Turkes and Moores,
whilest in amity with his majesty which from and after publication of this act shall be
brought or imported into this country, either by sea or land, whether Negroes, Moors,
Mollattoes or Indians, who and whose parentage and native country are not christian at the
time of their first purchase of such servant by some christian, although afterwards, and
before such their importation and bringing into this country, they shall be converted to the
christian faith; and all Indians which shall hereafter be sold by our neighbouring Indians, or
any other trafiqueing with us as for slaves are hereby adjudged, deemed and taken to be
slaves to all intents and purposes, any law, usage or custome to the contrary notwithstanding,

Source: Hening, ed., The Statuter at Large, 2:492.

November 1682—ACT I1. An act declaring Indian women servants tithables

WHEREAS it hath been doubted whether Indian women servants sold to the
English above the age of sixteene yeares be tythable, Bee it enacted and declared, and it is
hereby enacted and declared by the governour, councill and burgesses of this generall
assembly and the authority thereof, that all Indian women are and shall be tythables, and
ought to pay levies in like manner as negroe women brought into this country doe, and
ought to pay.

Source: Hening, ed., The Statutes at Large, 2:492.

1685 to 1790—Estimated Southern Population by Race and Region

The following information about the population of Virginia is from Peter H. Wood’s article
entitled “The Changing Population of the Colonial South: An Overview by Race and
Region, 1685-1790.” See Wood’s article for details about the inhabitants of North Carolina,
South Carolina, Florida, Georgia, Alabama, the Natchez area of Louisiana, and East Texas.
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Estimated Population for Virginia (East of the Mountains}

Red White Black Total
1685 2,900 38,100 2,600 43,600
1700 1,900 56,100 5,500 63,500
1715 1,300 74,100 20,900 96,300
1730 900 103,300 49,700 153,900
1745 600 148,300 85,300 234,200
1760 400 196,300 130,900 327,600
1775 300 279,500 186,400 466,200
1790 200 ; 442,100 305,500 747,800

Source: Wood, “The Changing Population” in Wood, et al., eds., Powhatan’s Mantle, p. 38.

April 1691—ACT IX. An act for a free trade with Indians

The members of the General Assembly repealed earlier statutes that probited colonists from
trading with Indians. In later years, a number of Virginians, including St. George Tucker,
interpreted this statute to mean that Indians should not have been held as slaves after 1691
because it was illegal to trade with an enslaved person.

BEE it enacted by their majesties leintenant governont, councill and buigesses of this present generall
assembly, and the anthority thereof, and it is hereby enacted, That all former clauses of former acts of
assembly limiting, restraineing, and prohibitting trade with Indians be, and stand hereby
repealed, and they are hereby repealed, and that from henceforth there be a free and open
trade for all persons at all times, and at all places with all indians whatsoever[.] And for the
future prevention of such mischeifes as have frequently happened at huntings, commonly
called fire huntings and other huntings remote from plantations, Bee # enacied by the anthority
aforesaid, and it is bereby enacted, That no person or persons whatsoever shall hereafter presume

1




to goe an [si] hunting remote from the English plantations without first having f)btain_ecl the
lycense and permission of their majesties leiutenant governour or commander in cheife for
the time being and the councell of state under such restrictions, limitations and conditions as
at the time of giveing such permission shall be by them thought fit to be enjoyned and

appointed.

Source: Hening, ed., The Statutes at Large, 3:69.

April 1691—ACT XVIL. Az act for suppressing ontlying slaves

The legislators detailed a systematic plan to gather a force of men to recapture “outlying
slaves” in this statute. This document also contains the first legal restricion on the
manumission of slaves. The law required a master to transport an emancipated slave out of
the colony within six months. In addition, partners in an interracial marriage could not stay
in Virginia more than three months after they wed. Lawmakers did not want white women
to bear mulatto children because the free black population would increase. They decided to
punish white women who gave birth to mulattos and to require a longer term of servitude
(until the age of thirty) for these children than they did for poor orphans or illegitimate white
boys (until the age of twenty-one) and gitls (until the age of eighteen). Finally, in this law,
the General Assembly first used the term “white” as an additional way to legally separate the
English and Europeans from Africans and Native Americans.

WHEREAS many times negroes, mulattoes, and other slaves unlawfully absent
themselves from their masters and mistresses service, and lie hid and lurk in obscure places
killing hoggs and committing other injuries to the inhabitants of this dominion, for remedy
whereof for the future, Be it enacted by their majesties lientenant governour, councell and baurgesses of this
present general assembly, and the anthoritie thereof, and it is hereby enacted, that in all such cases upon
intelligence of any such negroes, mulattoes, or other slaves lying out, two of their majesties
justices of the peace of that county, whereof one to be of the quorum, where such negroes,
mulattoes or other slave shall be, shall be impowered and commanded, and are hereby
impowered and commanded to issue out their warrants directed to the sherrife of the same
county to apprehend such negroes, mulattoes, and other slaves, which said sherriffe is
hereby likewise required upon all such occasions to raise such and soe many forces from
time to time as he shall think convenient and necessary for the effectual apprehending such
negroes, mulattoes and other slaves, and in case any negroes, mulattoes or other slaves or
slaves lying out as aforesaid shall resist, runaway, or refuse to deliver and surrender him or
themselves to any person or persons that shall be by lawfull authority employed to
apprehend and take such negroes, mulattoes or other slaves that in such cases it shall and
may be lawfull for such person and persons to kill and distroy such negroes, mulattoes, and
other slave or slaves by gunn or any otherwaise whatsoever.

Provided that where any negroe or mulattoe slave or slaves shall be killed in pursuance
of this act, the owner or owners of such negro or mulatto slave shall be paid for such negro
or mulatto slave four thousand pounds of tobacco by the publique. And for prevention of
that abominable mixture and spurious issue which hereafter may encrease in this dominion,
as well by negroes, mulattoes, and Indians intermarrying with English, or other white
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women, as by their unlawfull accompanying with one another, Be # enacted by the authoritie
aforesaid, and it is bereby enacted, that for the time to come, whatsoever English or other white
man or woman being free shall intermarry with a negroe, mulatto, or Indian man or woman
bond or free shall within three months after such marriage be banished and removed from
this dominion forever, and that the justices of each respective countie within this dominion
make it their perticular care that this act be put in effectuall execution. And be it further enacted
by the authoritie aforesaid, and it is hereby enacted, That if any English wornan being free shall have
a bastard child by any negro or mulatto, she pay the sume of fifteen pounds sterling, within
one moneth after such bastard child be born, to the Church wardens of the parish where she
shall be delivered of such child, and in default of such payment she shall be taken into the
possession of the said Church wardens and disposed of for five yeares, and the said fine of
fifteen pounds, or whatever the woman shall be disposed of for, shall be paid, one third part
to their majesties for and towards the support of the government and the contingent charges
thereof, and one other third part to the use of the parish where the offence is committed,
and the other third part to the informer, and that such bastard child be bound out as a
servant by the said Church wardens untill he or she shall attaine the age of thirty yeares, and
in case such English woman that shall have such bastard child be a servant, she shall be sold
by the said church wardens, (after her time is expired that she ought by law to serve her
master) for five yeares, and the money she shall be sold for divided as is before appointed,
and the child to serve as aforesaid.

And forasmuch as great inconveniences may happen to this country by the setting of
negroes and mulattoes free, by their either entertaining negro slaves from their masters
service, or receiveing stolen goods, or being grown old bringing a charge upon the country;
for prevention thereof, Be it enacted by the anthority aforesaid, and it is hereby enacted, That no
negro or mulatto be after the end of this present session of assembly set free by any person
or persons whatsoever, unless such person or persons, their heires, executors or
administrators pay for the transportation of such negro or negroes out of the countrey
within six moneths after such setting them free, upon penalty of paying of tenn pounds
sterling to the Church wardens of the parish where such person shall dwell with, which
money, or so much thereof as shall be necessary, the said Church wardens are to cause the
said negro or mulatto to be transported out of the countrey, and the remainder of the said
money to imploy to the use of the poor of the parish.

Source: Hening, ed., The Statutes at Iarge, 3:86-88.

1698 to 1774—The Slave Trade to the Upper James

The Upper James district was the last area in Virginia into which substantial numbers of
Africans were transported before the close of that colony’s trans-Atlantic trade. Only about
200 slaves entered the district before 1731, and large direct shipments from Africa became
common only from 1735 (Table 1 and Table 2). Ten years later the Upper James emerged as
the leading slave entrepdt in the colony, and by the 1760s it received nearly two thirds of all
incoming Africans, by then brought almost exclusively by Bristol and Liverpool traders.
Forty one percent came from the Bight of Biafra, and almost a quarter from West Central
Africa, with lesser numbers taken.from the Windward and Gold Coasts, Senegambia, and
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Sierra Leone. The evidence for widely mixed origins is persuasive, since place of
embarkation is specified for over three-quarters of imported Africans.

These newcomers were dispersed throughout the Southside and the central Piedmont, where
they joined a combination of native-born and African slaves forced to move west from
throughout the tidewater. Improving prices for upland tobacco encouraged planters to
expand labor forces in the interior. Although new artivals were initially further dispersed
among small, far flung quarters, both plantation size and the proportion of blacks in the
local population increased rapidly. Moreover, sex ratios, both among Africans and
transplanted creoles were mote evenly balanced than had been the case in the tidewater
carlier in the century. Finally, during the period of initial settlement, many slaves enjoyed
greater autonomy than in the tidewater, living on quarters with no resident master and
sometimes no white overseer. Conditions for family formation were thus quite favorable.
Whether these same conditions fostered the continuation of specific languages and customs
or the development of specific ethnic identities is less clear. Syncretism appears the more
likely outcome of this rapid mixing of Africans of diverse origins and of numerous creoles
over a wide geographic area. The concentration or mixing of groups likely differed
considerably from one estate and one locality to another. In some Piedmont neighborhoods
large communities of slaves were transferred virtually intact from older tdewater
neighborhoods. Cultural evolution in the Piedmont requires further investigation.

Source: Walsh, “The Chesapeake Slave Trade: Regional Patterns, African Origins, and
Some Implications,” Wiliam and Mary Quarterly (forthcoming).
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1698-1703

1704-1718

1719-1730

1731-1745

1746-1760

District, 1698-1774

Shipper’s Port of Origin

London

Virginia

Other Mainland Colonies
West Indies

Total

London

Virginia

Other Mainland Colonies
West Indies

Total

T.ondcn
Total

London

Bristol

Liverpool

Other Britain

Virginia

Other Mainland Colonies
West Indies

Unknown

Total

London
Bristol
Liverpool

Other Britain

No. of Ships
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13

54

18

Table 1. Number of Ships and Slaves Arriving in Upper James Naval

No. of Slaves

unknown
2+

13+
unknown

15+

51
54
22
39
166

789
1,480
850

35
102
141

3,405

4,832

433
70

15



Table 1. Number of Ships and Slaves Arriving in Upper James Naval
District, 1698-1774 (continued)

Shipper’s Port of Origin No. of Ships No. of Slaves

Virginia 2 i61

Other Mainland Coelonies 2 260

West Indies 2 6

Total ‘ 28 5,764
1761-1774 Bristol 12 3,932

Liverpool 11 2,110

Other Britain 1 unknown

Virginia 3 151

Other Mainland Colonies 11 472

Unknown 5 59

Total 43 6,724+
All Years 152 16,082+

,
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Source: Walsh, “The Chesapeake Slave Trade: Regional Patterns, African Ongins, and
Some Implications,” William and Mary Qwarterly (forthcoming). Data from Walter
Minchinton, et al, Vimgnia Skave-Trade Statistics, 1698-1775 (Richmond, 1984), and David
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Eltis, et al., The Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade: A Database on CD-ROM (Cambridge, Eng., 1999).
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YEARS TOTAL
AFRICAN
SL.AVES

1704-

1718 92

1731-

1745 3,217

1746-

1760 5,595

1761-

1774 6,546

Total 15450

TOTAL
KNOWN
ORIGIN

42

1,537

4,900

5,651

12,129

Senegambia

0%

51

13

15

Table 2. Coastal Orgins of Africans Imported into the Upper James Naval District 1704-1774

AFRICAN REGION OF ORIGIN TOTAL
Sierra  Windward & Bight Bight West-central
Leone Gold Coasts  of Benin of Biafra Africa
100% 0% 0% 0% 0% 100%
0 0 0 49 0 100
9 7 0 65 13 100
0 26 6 19 36 100
4 15 3 41 22 100

PERCENT
WITH KNOWN
ORIGIN

46%

48

88

86

79

Source: Walsh, “The Chesapeake Trade: Regional Patterns, African Origins, and Some Implications,” William and Mary Quarterly (forthcoming). Data from Walter
Minchinton, et al., Virginia Slave-Trade Statistics, 1698-1775 (Richmond, 1984), and David Eltis, et al., The Trans-Atiantic Siave Trade: A Database on CD-Ram (Cambridge,
Eng., 1999).
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1700 to 1780—Population Information About Indians and Enslaved African-Americans in
Virginia

By 1700: 3 slaves: 1 Native American in Virginia
By 1730: 55 slaves: 1 Native American in Virginia
By 1750: There were 100,000 slaves in Virginia; no other New

World slave society had a slave population that grew by
natural increase so quickly and so eatly

In 1750: One out of every five slaves in Virginia was African-born
In 1780: One out of every twenty slaves in Virginia was African-born

Source: Philip D. Morgan Lecture for “Enslaving Virginia” Training, January and February
1999.

October 1705—CHAP. VII. .An act concerning Tithables

It is possible that the decision to exempt free black women from tithes was designed to
benefit white men who had such women as servants.

L BE it enacted, by the Governor, Council, and Burgesses of this present general assembly, and it is
hereby enacted, by the anthority of the same, 'That all male persons, of the age of sixteen years, and
upwards, and all negro, mulatto, and Indian women, of the age of sixteen years, and
upwards, not being free, shall be, and are hereby declared to be tithable, or chargeable, for
defraying the public, county, and parish charges, in this her majesty’s colony and dominion;
excepting such only, as the county court, and vestry, for reasons, in charity, made appear to
them, shall think fit to excuse.

Source: Hening, ed., The Statutes at Large, 3:258-259.

October 1705—CHAP. XXII. An act declaring the Negro, Mulatto, and Indian slaves within this
dominion, o be real estate

The legislators defined enslaved men, women, and children as real property in this act
See also the 1669 statute entitled An act about the casuall killing of staves for another exampl
of masters treating slaves as property (pp. 59-60 in the Enslasing Virginia Resource Book).

L. FOR the better selling and preservation of estates within this dominion,

IL Be it enacted, by the governar, council and burgesses of this present general assembly, and it is hereby
enacted by the authority of the same, That from and after the passing of this act, all negro, mulatto,
and Indian slaves, in all courts of judicature, and other places, within this dominion, shall be
held, taken, and adjudged to be real estate (and not chattels;) and shall descend unto the

18

[ —

—3

-

—

-

lo—

1

D

o)

f
i

(_
—

3

—

3

1

S

L

S

1

[

e



-
e d

0 2

=

{7 =

-

O3

2 Lo

H
)

[

I

—d

—

5

heirs and widows of persons departing this life, according to the manner and custom of land
of inheritance, held in fee simple.

1II.  Provided also, That nothing in this act contained, shall be taken to extend to any
merchant or factor, bringing any slaves into this dominion, or having any consignments
thereof, unto them, for sale; But that such slaves whilst they remain unscld, in the
possession of such merchant, or factor, or of their executors, administrators, or assigns, shall
to all intents and purposes, be taken, held, and adjudged, to be personal estate, in the same
condition they should have been in, if this act had never been made.

Source: Hening, ed., The Statutes at Large, 3:333-335.

1722 to 1727—Excerpts from Robert Carter’s Diary

Entries in Robert Carter’s Diary record the crops and other products the slaves on the
western quarters (in Stafford, Prince William, Spotsylvania, and King George counties) were
raising, and supply information about some of the new Africans Carter purchased to work
on these quarters.

June 9, 1722, Carter bought 25 new Negroes of Mr. Austin Moore—15 men, 5 women, and
5 girls at £20 each for the men and women and £10 for the gitls. These Africans probably
arrived on the Greyhonnd of Bristol, Captain Henry Forrest, which artrived in the York River
on 5 June from Calabar. Carter was busy sending sloops to the upper quarters to fetch
tobacco. One sloop returned with 65 hogsheads.

December, 1722. Cartet’s sloops bring produce from several western quarters—3 beeves,
197 bushels wheat, and some butter and tallow.

May, 1723. Carter’s sloop brings preserved pork—bacon, jowls, and gammons—-gourds of
fat, and hogsheads of tobacco from the western quarters.

August 9, 1723. Sloop arrives with 73 hogsheads tobacco from Stafford plantations.

January 16, 1724. Overseers came down from the western quarters with 14 hogs, and 2
beeves, and brought 10 Negroes with them.

April 18, 1724. Carter purchases 41 new Africans from one ship and 28 from another for
seating new quarters, for gifts to children and grandchildren, and some for his home
plantation.

October 8, 1724. Carter sends 12 new Negtroes to the Falls quarter in his sloop. These
Africans may have arrived in the Little Stephen of Bristol, Captain Edward Little, which
entered the York River from Calabar on 22 September.

April 4, 1725. Carter’s sloop brings from the western quarters 42 hogsheads of tobacco, 22

hogsheads of corn, 104 hams, some bacon, 30 jowls, and 30 gallons of fat. On April 27 the
sloop delivered an additional 33 hogsheads of corn and more tobacco.

19




May 12, 1726, Carter’s sloop brought tobacco from the upper plantations, including Red
Oak Quarter in Prince William County and Poplar Quarter in Stafford, which proved to
have been damaged in transit and moreover were of poor quality: “I took great heaps of dirt
of ye hhd[] The Red Oak Tobo wretched thin pye bald stuff cov’d with yellow mold very
high Case.”

June 6, 1727. “a new Negro dead at falls” [quarter in King George County]

July 12, 1727. “Capt. Denton arrived with 140 Negros.” This was Captain William Denton
of the John and Betty of Liverpool who made entry in the Rappahannock naval district on 17
July. (Minchinton, et al., Virginia Slave-Trade Statistics, pp. 52-53.)

July 17, 1727. “I had 7 of my new negros tun away in Nassau’s canoe.”

July 18, 1727. “I sent sev{era]l ways after my Negros.” Carter then went on board the Jobn
and Betty where he chose 8 men and 7 women for himself costing £20 apiece.

July 25, 1727. The runaways were brought in.

September 15, 1727. “Went aboard Christian saw the Negroes did not like them at all agreed
if the master would come to certain Terms would undertake the sale.”” This was Captain
James Christian of the S»ow Rose of Liverpool who entered the Rappahannock naval district
on September 11 with 190 slaves from an unspecified African port.

September 23, 1727. Carter’s sloop brings down 28 bushels of wheat raised at Nathaniel
Burwell I’s Prince William County quarter.

November 16, 1727. The sloop brings 6 beeves, 2 tubs butter, 8 hogsheads corn, and some
wheat from the upland quarters.

December 14, 1727. The sloop atrives from Potomac River with 10 hogsheads corn, 1
hogshead beans, 1 hogshead apples, 3 casks cyder, 3 tubs butter, 26 hogsheads of tobacco
raised on Carter’s quarters and 25 hogsheads due from others for new Africans Carter had
sold them.

Source: Robert Carter Diary, 1722-1727. Special Collections, Alderman Library, University
of Virginia.
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May 1723—ACT IV. An Act directing the trial of Slaves, committing capital crimes; and for the more
effectual punishing conspiracies and insurrections of them; and for the better government of Negros, Mulattos,
and Indians, bond or free

The legislators listened to the speech of Governor Drysdale and the fears of Virginians
about slave rebellions and the growing free black population (p. 107 in the Enslaving Virpinia
Resource Book). 'They wrote a statute that imposed new restrictions on the colony’s
enslaved blacks and took away the few privileges that free men of color enjoyed. The law
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imposed a ban on all assemblies of slaves that were not licensed by masters, prohibited all
blacks—free and enslaved—and Indians from providing testimony against white persons in
coutt, imposed punishment if a black person provided false testimony, and withdrew the
privilege of benefit of clergy for a slave convicted of plotting or attempting a rebellion.
Punishments for runaway slaves became harsher and included dismemberment. The law
required a master to prove that 2 slave had performed “meritorius service” and to gain the
consent of the Governor and Council in order to manumut the said slave.

The colonial leaders placed a financial burden on the free black population when they
decided that free women of color over the age of sixteen were tithable (as they had been
between 1668 and 1705). In addition, the wife of a free black or a Native American man was
tithable. The only free black men allowed to own guns were those who lived on the frontier
and who needed guns for protection. The legislators decided that all free children of color
were to serve longet terms of setvitude than did white children.

The legislators made this statute an instrument to maintain social control and stability. They
required churchwardens to read it in April and October of each year and to enter a copy in
each parish register. The shetiff of each county had to post the law at the courthouse in

June or July.

Ira Berlin notes that Virginias “social order required raw power to sustain it; and during the
early years of the eighteenth century, planters mobilized the apparatus of coercion in the
service of their new regime. In the previous century, maimings, brandings, and beatings had
occurred commontly, but the level of violence increased dramatically as planters transformed
the society with slaves into a slave society. Chesapeake slaves faced the pillory, whipping
post, and gallows far more frequently and in far larger numbers than ever before. Even as
planters employed the rod, the lash, the branding iron, and the first with increased regularity,
they invented new punishments that would humiliate and demoralize as well as correct.”
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Iv. And to the end, such Negros, Mulattos, or Indians, not being christians, as shall
hereafter be produced as evidences, on the trial of any slave for capital crimes, may be under
the greater obligation to declare the truth, Be it enacted, That where any such Negro, Mulatto,
or Indian, shall upon due proof made, or pregnant circumstances appearing before any
county court within this colony, be found to have given a false testimony, every such
offender shall, without further trial, be ordered by the said court to have one ear nailed to
the pillory, and there to stand for the space of one hour, and then the said ear to be cut off;
and thereafter, the other ear nailed in like manner, and cut off, at the expiration of one other
hour, and moreover, to order every such offender thirty-nine lashes, well laid on, on his or
her bare back, at the common whipping-post.

X. And be it further enacted, by the authority aforesaid, That if any white person, free
negro, mulatto, or Indian, shall at any time hereafter be found in company with any such
slaves, at any such unlawful meetings, as aforesaid, or harbor or entertain any negro, or other
slave whatsoever, without the consent of their owners, he, she, or they, so offending, upon
being thereof lawfully convicted, shall forfeit and pay the sum of fifteen shillings, or one
hundted fifty pounds of tobacco, to the informer: To be recovered, with costs, before any
justice of the peace; and upon failure to make present paiment, shall have and receive, on
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his, her, or their bare backs, for every such offence, twenty lashes, well laid on. And every
negro, mulatto, or indian slave, who shall come or assemble to such unlawful meetings, shall,
upon information thereof made to any justice of the peace of the county where such offence
shall be committed, for every such offence, have and receive, on his or her bare back, any
number of lashes, not exceeding thirty-nine.

XIII. And be it further enacted, by the authority aforesaid, That if any negro, mulatto, or
Indian slave, shall at any time hereafter presume to come and be upon the plantation of any
person or persons whatsoever, without the leave or consent, in writing, of his or her master,
owner, ot overseer, and without the consent and approbation of the owner or overseer of
any such plantation or quarter, to correct and give such slave ot slaves ten lashes, well laid
on, on his ot her bare back, for every such offence.

XIV. . And be it _further enacted, by the authority aforesaid, That no negro, mulatto, or Indian
whatsoever; {(except as is hereafter excepted,) shall hereafter presume to keep, or carry any
gun, powder, shot, or any club, or other weapon whatsoever, offensive or defensive; but that
every gun, and all powder and shot, and every such club or weapon as aforesaid, found or
taken in the hands, custody, or possession of any such negro, mulatto, or Indian, shall be
taken away; and upon due proof thereof made, before any justice of the peace of the county
where such offence shall be committed, be forfeited to the seisor and informer, and
moreover, every such negro, mulatto, or Indian, in whose hands, custody, or possession, the
same shall be found, shall, by order of the said justice, have and receive any number of
lashes, not exceeding thirty-nine, well laid on, on his or her bare back, for every such
offence.

XVIL.  And be it further enacted, by the anthority aforesaid, That no negro, mullato, or indian
slaves, shall be set free, upon any pretence whatsoever, except for some meritorious services,
to be adjudged and allowed by the governor and council, for the time being, and a licence
thereupon first had and obtained. -- And that, where any slave shall be set free by his master
or owner, otherwise than is herein before directed, it shall and may be lawful for the
churchwardens of the parish, wherein such negro, mullatto, or indian, shall restde for the
space of one month, next after his or her being set free, and they are hereby authorized and
required, to take up, and sell the said negro, mullatto, or indian, as slaves, at the next court
held for the said county, by public outcry; and that the monies arising by such sale, shall be
applied to the use of the said parish, by the vestry thereof.

XXI.  And be it further enacted by the awthority aforesaid, That all free negros, mullatos, or
indians, {except tributary indians to this government) male and female, above the age of
sixteen years, and all wives of such negros, mullattos, or indians, (except before excepted)
shall be deemed and accounted tithables; any law, custom, or usage, to the contrary, in any
wise notwithstanding,

XX, And be it further enacted, by the authonty aforesaid, That where any female mullatto, or
indian, by law obliged to serve ‘till the age of thirty or thirty-one years, shall during the time
of her servitude, have any child born of her body, every such child shall serve the master or
mistress of such mullatto or indian, until it shall attain the same age the mother of such child
was obliged by law to serve unto.

XXTIL. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, and it is bereby enacted and declared, That no
free negro, mullatto, or indian whatsoever, shall hereafter have any vote at the election of
burgesses, or any other election whatsoever.
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Source: Betlin, Many Thousands Gone, p. 115; Hening, ed., The Statutes at Large, 4:126-134,
See also ibid., 6:40-42 (1748) and ibid., 7:519-520 (1762).
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1727 to 1729—FExcerpts from Robert “King” Carter’s Letterbook

Robert “King” Carter wrote several letters about the management of his frontier quarters in
King George, Stafford, Spotsylvania, and Prince William counties. The excerpts from
Robert Carter’s Letterbook which follow relate Carter’s instructions for building and
furnishing a new quarter and for managing the new African slaves sent there.
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Robert Carter to Robert Jones, the manager of Carter’s western quarters, 10 October 1727.
Carter gave detailed instructions about setting up the newly established Lodge quarter where
he intended tobacco, corn, and wheat to be raised. He ordered “Very good Cabbins to be
made for my people that their beds may lye a foot and a half from the ground.” The slave
carpenters were to tive thick boards and hew them in place of plank. The slave quarter and
the overseer’s house were to be lofted for “warmth of houses” and “to lay ye pzoples corn
in.” Jones was to buy a supply of corn “that they may not be at a pinch when ye bad
weather comes,” and to send some beeves and salt from other quarters so the people “may
live as comfortable as they can.” The overseer, one Johnson in 1727, was to have his
allowance of pork, and “some beef if he wants.” ‘The people were to have some hog’s flesh
“that they may have a bit now and then and the fat to grease their Homony.” Carter hoped
there were “hollow gumbs” on hand that in which corn and salt could be sorted, but if not, a
team of slave coopers were to set up half a dozen hogsheads for plantation use and to make
piggins and pails for the slaves.

Many of the slaves whom Jones was in charge of were recently imported Africans, including
at least one man from Madagascar (Madagascar Jack). Jones was to “take care that the
negros both men & women I sent you up last always go by ye names we gave them for this
reason I nam’ed them here & by their names we can always know what sizes they are of & I
am sure we repeated them so often to them that every one knew their names & would
readily answer to them.” One new African woman had run away, but Carter was confident
that “now she hath tasted of the hardship of ye woods she will go near to stay at home
where she can have her belly full.” Jones was to order overseer Johnson “to be kind to all
the negros but especially to the new ones,” seeing that they “lye warm.” In the case of
Ballazore, however, a chronic runaway whom Carter judged “an incorigeable rogue,” he
declared that “nothing less than dismembring will reclaim him[] I would have you outlaw
him and get an order of court for taking off his toes[.] I have cured many a negro of running
away by this means.”

In a subsequent letter, probably written in the spring of 1728, Carter advised that he was
sending 10 or 11 “old hands” to disperse among the work gangs which had been depleted by
an unusually high number of deaths the previous winter. Two or three of these seasoned
slaves were boys not much more than 12 years old who would “go for half sharers™ in the
1728 crop. Carter complained that livestock died because overseers had not laid in enough
fodder ot fed the animals properly. He also asserted that “the carelessness and cruelty of the
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overseers in turning the people out in hard and bitter weather hath been no small occasion
of so great a mortality.”

Robert Carter, undated letter, probably October, 1728, to Robert Jones, manager of the
upland quarters

Carter wanted 20 hogs from each of the western quarters to be driven down about
Christmas, and a pot of butter sent from each quarter, especially from ones where the
overseer had a wife to supervise enslaved women in dairying. He sent nails to nail up lathing
in all the quarters.

“If wee can but find a way to keep ye people warm with warm houses warm bedding and
warm Cloath[e]s I can’t believe but wee should have fewer Mortalitys. 1am sure I have done
my part if ye Overseers do but theits. There are a great many new hands in my Gangs.
Overseers should take care that ye old hands does not Crow over them[.] Be sure let them
have their Belly full.”

Robert Carter to Robert Jones, 4 December 1728

This letter outlines plans for driving hogs from upland plantations to Corotoman. Such
livestock drives afforded an opportunity for some slaves on western quarters to visit relatives
in the tidewater.

“What Hoggs I am to have I must have them Drove down here and I would have them
come in Two parcells as Roger Oxford indeed propos’d to Me to be the best way[.] its very
common to the Southward to drive Hoggs as far[.] they put them into Large enclosures three
or four days before they set off with thern and Drive them about with Horses and then they
tell me they manage them with a great deal of ease[.] there are several Gentlemen in the way
that I daresay would afford them conveniencys for a Night, As Majr. Thornton, Coll. Smith
there is Coll. Pages Qr at Nansatico [on the Rappahannock near present day Port Royal]
where particular orders are given to entertainmt to my Overseers and Hoggs[.] then there is
the head of Nomini next to that my Fieldings and my Merattico Qrs [on the Rappahannock
on the botder between Richmond and Lancaster Counties] and so down to ye office[.] these
Stages in my thoughts will make the matter Easy[.] I have promis’d Ben and Jacob and the
Carpenter boys that they shall come down this Christmass to see their relations[.] I reckon
about that time these hoggs will be fit to come away[.] You may continue to let the
Carpenters come at the same time and to make them Help down with the Hoggs which will
save yr sending others.”

Robert Carter to Robert Jones, 24 October 1729

Carter explains how clothing sent for the slaves should be distributed and discusses the
advantages of using oxen to ease the heavy labor required of slaves settling frontier farms.
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Carter has sent winter supplies for the western quarters. The bed clothes “have labels with
the names of every negro they are for. The bedding for the overseers at Richland and at the
mountains are marked. .. The Frocks for the Children are all marked Also another petty Coat
for Grace my son Charles is very certain that he sent one before for her knowing her to be a
large Woman & Cowkeeper; he was particulatly carefull to choose a petty ct for her and set
her name upon it and it was one of the Petty cts that the things were sow’d up in. I hope
you will be more careful in the right delivery of those goods than you were in the cloths, for
what I observed you never so much as Look’d into the Packs to see whether Everything was
there before you sent them away, so that it is in the breast of any Overseers to take what
they please out and deny that they came to them[.] this is like the rest of the care you use
about other things. The way u’d to be Either to have all the People come down from the
Several Qrs and fit them at the Falls Qr or Else to have the furthest overseers down and to
open the packs before them and let them see that Everything was right for their Gang. This
is the method I observe with Nominy and Richmond people. Every overseer comes down
for his peoples Cloths and see that everything is right and this is the method that I will have
observ’d by the person that lives in your Station.”

Carter intended to have five teams of oxen trained for use at the quarters. “Wheat & Corn
Etc will be Easily brought down and remov’d from one plantation to another without the
sad specticl of sore backt horses & poor jades and the people where the plantations are large
may have their fencing stuff drawn into place[,] their Firewood got to their doors[)] their
cotn remov’d to their home houses[,] their Tobo carried from their fields tho never so
remoat and abundance of other benefits not to be mentioned.”

Source: Robert Carter Letterbook, 1727-28, Special Collections, Alderman Library,
University of Virginia, ff. 72, 83; Robert Carter Letterbook, Volume 3, ft. 6, 14, 41, Carter
Family Papers, Virginia Historical Society, Richmond.

May 1732—ACT VIL. An Act for settling some doubts and differences of opinion, in relaiion to the
benefit of Clergy; for allowing the same to Women; and taking away of Reading; and to disable certain
Persons, therein mentioned, to be witnesses

T'his statute extended the privilege of benefit of clergy to women, and with some limitations,
to slaves. At the same time, the legislation placed a further restriction on all people of
color—an African or an Indian, whether free or enslaved, could only provide testimony in
the case of a slave accused of a capital offense.

IV.  And whereas a question hath lately arisen, touching the right of negros, to the benefit
of clergy: For the determination thereof, Be # further enacted, That when any negro, mulatto,
or Indian whatsoever, shall be convicted of any offence within the benefit of clergy,
judgment of death shall not be given against him or her, upon such conviction; but he or
she, shall be burnt in the hand in open court, by the jailor, and suffer such other corporal
punishment, as the court shall think fit to inflict; except where such negro, mulatto, or
Indian shall be convicted of manslaughter, or the felonious breaking and entring in the
daytime any house, and taking from thence any goods or chattels whatsoever, to the value of
five shillings sterling; and where he or she hath once had the benefit of this act; and in those
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cases, such negro, mulatto, or Indian, shall suffer death, and be excluded from the benefit of
this act.

V. And whereas negros, mulattos, and Indians, have lately been frequently allowed to
give testimony as lawful witnesses in the general court, and other courts of this colony, when
they have professed themselves to be christians, and been able to give some account of the
principles of the christian religion: But forasmuch as they are people of such base and
corrupt natures, that the credit of their testimony cannot be certainly depended upon, and
some juries have altogether rejected their evidence, and others have given full credit thereto:
For preventing the mischiefs that may possibly happen by admitting such precarious
evidence,

V1. Be i further enacted, That no negro, mulatto, or Indian, either a slave or free, shall
hereafter be admitted in any court of this colony, to be sworn as a witness, or glve evidence
in any cause whatsoever, except upon the trial of a slave, for a capital offence; in which case
they shall be allowed to give evidence, in the manner directed by one act of assembly, made
in the ninth year of the reign of the late king George, intituled, An Act directing the trial of
Slaves committing Capital Crimes; and for the more effectual punishing Conspiracies and
Insutrections of them; and for the better government of Negros, Mulattos, and Indians,
bond or free.

Source: Hening, ed., The Statntes at Large, 4:326-327.

1733—Inventories of Robert “King” Carter’s Western Quarters

When Robert “King” Carter died in 1733, he left his land and slaves to his children and
grandchildren. The following excerpts from his inventory detail the enslaved laborers,
livestock, and agricultural equipment on several of his western quarters.

Robert “King” Carter established Lodge Quarter (also called New Design) in Prince William
County in 1727. Timothy Dargan was the overseer. :

Negroes

Nan a Woman

Bess a girl...abt. 9 yr old
Sary Do ...abt. 7 Do.
Frank Do ...Abt 3 Do.
Hannah Do ...abt. 1 Do.
Adam a Man

Moreah his Wife

[...]

Peter a man

Cromwell Do

Wil Do. .10
[...]

Rozinante an old horse

[
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Hoggs

8 Breeding Sows
12 Splaye]d Sows & Bar[rro]s 2 yr old
35 Do. & Do....1 Do. 55

F--1]

Cattle

1 bull...abt. 3 yr old

6 Draught Oxen

3 Steers...5 Do.

4 Do. ...3 Do.

5Do. ...2 Do.

4 heiffers...3 Do.

2Do. ... 2Do.

8 Cows & 8 Yearlings

1 Barren Cow 42
2 potts & 1 pr. hooks

2 Wedges

[1] pestle

[1] Grindstone

[1] Claw ham[me]r

[ ] Gimlett

[ Cross] Cutt Saw
[1] Old Musquett

2 ox Chaines & 2 yokes
1 pr. Hand mull Stones

Robert “King” Carter opened a new quarter called Range Quarter for his son, Charles Carter
Esquire. William White was the overseer at Range Quarter.

Negroes

Will 2 Man
Gun Do.

-
Samson abt. 15 yr old 3

Phillis a mare abt. 7 yr old
A Young Grey Mare...2 Do

A Do ...1 Do.

-]

Hoggs

A Breeding Sow

7 Shoats...abt. 6 mo. old 8
-]
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Cattle

1 Bull ...abt. 3 yr old
1 Steer...10 Do.

2Do. ...4 Do.
3 Do. ... 3 Do.
3 Do....2Do.

4 heiffers...3 do.

6 Cows & 6 yearlings

4 yearlings

3 Barron Cows 33

Another Carter quarter was Frying Pan Quarter, located near present day Chantilly, Virginia.
Fortune Sydnor was the overseer. The Carter family subsequently operated a lead mine on
this quarter.

[Indentured Servant] Wm. Manuell a yr. To Serve in Ap{r]il. 1

Negroes

[ ]JwnaMan
[__Jly his Wife
[

Ceasar a Man
Winney his Wife
Sawny...abt. 15 mo. old

[

Patrick a man
Sharper Do.

—

Horses

Jack a Stallion

Freeman Do. ...abt. 3 yr old
Phillis 2 mare...8 Do.

her Mare colt...2 Do.

her horse Do. ...1 Do.

Smugg a Mare

Punch a gelden [gelding]

Buck an old ditto 8

—

Hoggs

1 Boar ...abt. 1 yr old

6 Breeding Sows

7 Barrows...8 mo. old

32 Boars & Sows ...4 mo Do.
13 piggs ...2 mo. old
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6 Spayd Sows, 1 Barrow, In the pen

6 Barrows ...1 yr old
]

Cattle

1 Bull ...abt. 3 yr old

6 draught oxen

2 Steers ...3 Do.

2 Do. ... 2 D0.

2 heiffle]rs ... 3 Do.

1 Cow 1 Calf

[]Do. ... 6 yearlings
[___] Barron Cows

]

[___]gh Bedsteads
L

Feat]her Bed, Bolster, pillow quilt & pr. Blanketts
] & 4 Boltsters
pr Blanketts & 2 Cadddows

[ ]

[

[___] old pewter plates
[] Do. Dishes

2 Do. Basons

4 potts 7 2 pr hooks

1 pr querns

1 pr hand mill Stones

12

34

Captain William Triplett was the overseer at Carter’s Falls Quarter in King Gecrge County.
Produce from upland plantations was brought to this large quarter at the head of navigation
on the Rappahannock. Robert Carter’s sloop, captained by a white servant and manned by
four enslaved sailors, transported clothing and tools for slaves on interior plantations to Falls

quarter and brought tobacco and other crops down the river to Corotoman.

[Indentured Servants]

Neal Forster till 26 of August to Serve
Eleanor Robinson a year to Serve

Negroes

Sam Foreman
Grace his Wife

Gowin a boy...abt 7 yr old

Tomboy...abt. 3 Do.
—

Bristo a man

Beck his Wife
Robin...abt. 6 Do.
Ben...abt. 3 Do.

[
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Harry a man

Judy his wife
Manuel...abt. 2 Do
Nanny...abt. 2 mo. Do
][Z)em]bo a Man

Peter Do

Will Do

Dick...abt. 13 yr old
Aaron...abt. 13 Do
—

Ceasar Sawyers

Ben Carpenters
Jacob
Will

[
Isaac...abt. 15 yr old

Horses

Button an cld horse
German Do...abt. 7 yr old
Floraty a mare abt. 7 Do 3

Cattle

2 Bulls abt. 5 yr old

6 Draught Oxen

1 Steer...11 Do.

6 Do ... 7 Do.

1Do ... 5 Do.

[7] heiffrs...3 Do

[?] ditto...2 Do.

1 Cow and Calf

3 Cows & 3 yearlings

7 Batron Cows 38

[....]

4 potts, 2 pr hooks, a pestle

a frying pan...a Grindstone

a pr hand mill Stones[,] a five foot Chest
an old Bedstead...A Cross Leg’d Table

A pew]ter] chamble|r pott An Ox Cart & pr Shodd Wheels
3 Ox Chains 3 yokes A Cross Cutt Saw

A Whipsaw...An old handsaw

2 Iron Wedges an old Sword and Scabbard
A Gun
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Source: Robert Carter Inventory, 1733, Carter Family Papers, Virginia Historical Society,
Richmond.
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1737-—)ohn Brickell's The Natural History of North Carolina

John Brickell, an Irish physician who lived in Edenton, North Carolina, for about two years
around 1730, published a natural history of that colony in 1737. Brickell listed a number of
wild animals that both Indians and African Americans used for food or medicine, some of
which Anglo-Americans also used and some which they did not. The groups probably made
similar use of natural resources in adjoining Virginia.
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Among the species Brickell mentioned were:
Raccoon: “The Indians and Negroes frequently eat them, and esteem them very much.”

Possum: “Their Flesh is generally fat, white, and well tasted, several Persons eat of
them, especially the Indians and Negmes, who prefer them before Pork, but
their ugly "Tails are enough to put one out of Conceit with them. They climb
Trees as the Racons do, and feed on Flesh, Poultry, Roots, and most kinds
of Fruits. Their Furr is not esteemed, and therefore made very little use of,
only that the Indians spin it into Girdles and Garters.”

Bat: “The Flesh is abominable Food, yet some eat it, and it is frequently Roasted,
and given to Children that eat Dirt (which is very common amongst the
Christians and Negroes in this Province) and is held as an infallible Medicine
for that purpose. The Blood causes the Hair to fall off, the GaZ helps the
biting of the Shrew-mouse, and dimness of Sight.”

Logger Head Turtles: ... The third is called the Logger-Head, which scarce any one covets to
eat, except it be the Negroes and Indians.”

Owls: “The Flesh of these Birds is eaten by the Indians and Negroes. It is accounted
good in Palsies and Melancholly. The Grease and Gall is good against Spots
in the Eyes, and to strengthen the Eye-sight. The whole Bird, not plucked,
calcined, and taken into the Throat, opens the Imposthums of the Quinsie to

) a wonder, and the Brain, eaten, helps the Head-ach.”

Water Hens and Marsh Hens: “The Blue-Peters, or Water-Hens, are very plenty, and differ
from ours neither in size or Feathers, but are seldom or never eaten (except
it be by the Indians and Negroes) being very hard of Digesting and il tasted ...
The Marsh-Hen is much the same as with us in Exrpe in size and Feathers,
but has a more different and shrill Note. Their Flesh is seldom made use of
except it be by the Indians and Negroes, being Black and ill tasted.”

31




Gulls: «...seldom eaten, only by the Indians and Negroes, their Flesh being black,
hard of digestion, and tastes Fishy...Their Flesh is not good, therefore
scldom or never made use of, except it be by the Negroes and Indians.”

Stingrays: “The Seate, or Stingre, is altogether of the nature of the Thornback, but
stronger. They are the same here as are to be met with in several parts of
Eurgpe, and are very common; but the great plenty of other good Fish makes
them little regarded, for few or none eat them in this Province (except the
Negroes and Indians) though they are at every Planter’s Door, as far as the salt
Waters are.”

Barbles (a species of carp): “The Sucking-Fish are nearest in taste to a Barbl, only they have
no Barbs, they are about a Foot and a half long, and are of very soft and
flabby Fish, and therefore are seldom or never made use of except by the
Negroes and Indians, they are generally taken with the Bait and are very plenty
in Rivers and Creeks.”

Brickell noted that Native Americans and African Americans were more at home in the
woods than Furopeans, but that enmity existed between blacks and Indians in North
Carolina. Brickell asserted that Indians played a role in capturing some of the slaves
involved in the 1730 rebellion in Norfolk and Princess Anne Counties. The accuracy of
Brickell’s assertion is unclear; in his account of the rebellion, Governor Gooch failed to
mention Indian involvement and stated that only four of the leaders were executed (pp. 118-
119 in the Enslaving Virginia Resource Book).

But this 15 a2 general Rule to be observed throughout all Awmerica, that wherever you meet any
of those Paths like Roads, with the Trees marked or notched on each side, it is 2 sure sign
that it is the publick Road from one Christian Town to another. Notwithstanding there are
several Paths of Horses, Cows, and other Beasts in the Woods, as large as the former, which
are to be avoided, by reason that the Trees are not marked as above; neither do the Indians
ever use this Method in making their Roads, having some secret Knowledge to guide them
through these large Woods, which we are entire Strangers to; so that several Christians not
knowing or regardless of these Marks, have been for several Days lost in the Woods, before
they could come to any Planters House, or meet with any Person to inform them which way
to go; yet I never heard of any perish for want of Provisions, under these misfortunes, there
being not only great Plenty of several good Fruits to be met with, all over the Woods most
parts of the year, but likewise variety of Birds and Beasts, necessary for the support of Life;
but I have known some lost for eight, others for fourteen Days, before they could meet with
any human Creature to inform them what part of the Province they were in.

The Negroes sometimes make use of these Advantages in the Woods, where they will stay for
Months together before they can be found out by their Masters, or any other Person; and
great Numbers of them would act after the same manner (which would be detrimental to the
Planters) were they not so much afraid of the Indians, who have such a natural aversion to
the Blacks, that they commonly shoot them when ever they find them in the Woods or
solitary parts of the Country.
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They know the Head of any River, though five, six, or seven hundred Miles oft, although
they were never there before, as is often proved by their appointing to meet on the Head of
such or such a River, where perhaps not one of them ever had been, yet they shall
rendezvous there exactly at the time prefixed. If they meet with any Obstructions in their
Journey, they leave certain Marks in the way, that those who come after them will
understand how many have passed before them, and which way they are gone. It is not to
be imagined how they will trace and find out each other in these solitary and desolate Woods
and Desarts, where there are no Roads to guide, or any humane Creature to tell the way.
They are also very expeditious in finding out the Negrves that frequently run away from their
Masters into the Woods, where they commit many outrages against the Christians, as it
happened in Viginia not long since, where above three Hundred joined together, and did a
great deal of Mischief in that Province before they were suppressed. The Indian Kings are
sent for on these Qccasions, who soon find out their Haunts, and commonly kill many of
them whenever they are sent in pursuit after them, for they never cease pursuing ‘all they
destroy or hunt them out of the Woods: this they will do in the tenth part of the Time that
the Eurmpeans could do. These Negroes whenever they find the Indians in pursuit of them, they
return, and chuse rather to submit to the Christians, whom they have injured, than fall into
the Hands of the others, who have a natural aversion to the Negmes, and take Pleasure in
putting them to the most exquisite Torments, when ever they find them thus in the Woods,
being allowed so to do by the Christians.

1 saw four and twenty of these Negmes hanged in Virginia, for conspiring against their
Masters, who had taken Sanctuary in the Woods for some time before they were discovered,
or hunted out by the Indians, who are very serviceable to the Christians in those Parts, and

many other Provinces in the hands of the English.

[ Brickell commented about Native American creation myths.

They are generally very ignorant of the first Creation of Man, or from whence they came, for
some say they are descended from an old Man who came thither in a Boat, which they call a
Canoe; but whether this was before or after the Flood, they can give little or no satisfactory
Account. Others (with whom [ have frequently conversed on that Head) believe that they
are made out of the fine white Mould or Earth, and that the Blacks or Negroes are formed out
of black Dirt and swampy Earth; this was all that I could ever learn from them on that

subject.

Source: Brickell, The Natural History of North Carvlina, pp. 124, 126, 132, 137, 178-179, 200,
205, 232, 241, 262-263, 356-357, 371.
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1745 to 1791—Excerpts from Burwell Account Books

Carter I and Nathaniel Burwell II’s Account Books provide information about living
conditions on the quarters they owned in Prince William and Frederick (later Clarke)
Counties and about slaves living at Carters’ Grove who made journeys between the tidewater
and the west.

The first mention of the quarters on Bull Run (in Prince William County) is in 1745 when
Carter Burwell paid £4 to have a tobacco house built there (f. 22). Sometime in 1745
Burwell visited these quarters incurring the following expenses:

By Cash to Thomas Ashby [probably an overseer in Prince William County]

for Sundries 4.6..8
By Do given to my Negroes @ Shenandoa [Frederick County] 2.0.3
By Do paid Timothy Dargan [in 1728 Robert Carter’s overseer at Lodge Quarter] 10.9

In 1746, John Ashby, who became the overseer at Burwell’s Bull Run quarter in Prince
William, borrowed £30 of Burwell to purchase a Negroe Man for £30. Ashby repaid
Burwell in part by escorting some slaves to the west:

October 1748:
By Cash left in my hands for the purchase of a Negroe £ 25..0..0
By your Trouble in coming down for my Negroes last Winter 5..0..0

In 1751 the slaves on the Bull Run quarter raised 22 hogshead of tobacco. Quarter expenses
in 1754 included:

To paid for Levies 2.0.1
To paid for [tobacco] Hogsheads 3.5.0
To paid the Inspection of 20 hhdsTobo 3.0..0
To paid for Smiths work for the Mill 1.14.6
'T'o paid for a Bag of Salt 4.19.2
To paid the Midwife 11.6
To paid Ann Wood [wife of an adjoining landowner] for her care of Stepney 1.1..6
To paid for carting the Tobacco 24.14.6

William Nelson’s accounts for Carter Burwell I's estate record supplies sent to the western
quarters. These included payments for ready-made clothing sent by wagon to the slaves.
The women on these quarters were apparently so busy in the fields that they did not have
time to make clothes for themselves.

1]Jan. 1765 By Cash pd for 5 sutes wom|[en]s sent to Mount{ain]s 0.7..6
23 Feb. 1766 By Cash pd for 5 sutes w[omen]s sent to mounts 0.7..6
16 Dec. 1769 By Cash pd for 12 sutes [of clothes]w[omen]s sent to Mounts 0.15.0
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30 Nov. 1770 By [Cash] pd for bring’g up N. Cloths 10.0
24 Dec. 1770 By Cash pd for mak’g 13 sutes w{omen]s for mounts 0.19.6
23 Dec. 1771 By Makg 25 sutes m[en]s cloths, to Mounts 0.17.6

By Makg 20 sutes w[omen]s Do 15d 1.5..0

Nelson decided to move more slaves from the tidewater to the western quarters in 1765 and
1766. Slaves permanently moved to these quarters traveled with a wagon carrying their
possessions. Estate manager William Graves visited the quarters at least twice a year in the
spring and fall. Grave’s visits were one of the few chances the slaves would have had to get
news about relatives left behind in the tidewater. The Cash Account also identifies some of
the activities at these quarters:

5Dec. 1765 By Cash pd Wm Graves’s Expences in going to settle a quarter

on Bull Run 3.15.1
By Cash pd for 2 grub’g hoes at Bull Run 12.0
By Cash pd hier waggon to carry up the negroes & Cloth’g 1.0..0
19 Mar. 1766 William Graves Cr. By Cash pd for half My Expences in going
4 times to Bull Run and Shenandoe 4.13.9 '
28 July 1766 By Cash pd for waggon’g a Load corn from Shenandoe to Bull Run 1.10..0
By Cash pd the Blacksmtih B[ull] Run 1.2.0
By Cash pd for car’g a pr mill stones to Bull Run 0.5..0
8 Dec. 1766 By Cash pd Mr. Ellyson for a pr Mill Stones for Bull run 2.10.0
By Cash pd for hier 2 Waggons to bring up the Negroes and
Clothing to Bull Run 2.10.0

4 June 1767 By Cash pd Wm Pollard for Pool [Poll] & L.and Tax at Bull run 8..0..0
By Cash pd for waggoning 3 hhds Tobo from B. run to warehouse  2..0..0

By Cash pd Wm Allanson’s accot 4.11.0
[Allanson was a Fredericksburg merchant who sent supplies to the
quarters]
By Cash pd Wm Sooter for Smith’s work done at Bull run 2.0.1
10 Dec. 1767 By Cash pd Lewis Renno the Sherritf of Prince William [for
poll taxes and quit rents] 9.7..0
By Cash pd Wm Allason for Inspection [of tobacco] 3.10.0
By Cash pd for half My Expence for going to Bull run &
Shenandoe [this entry refers to Graves] 2.0..9
16 Feb. 1768 By Cash pd Wm Walrond for car[ryin]'g up Jack - 1.0..0
12 May 1768 To Cash pd My Expences to Mounts [Graves] 2.18.11 %
16 Nov. 1768 By Cash pd My expence to Mounts [Graves] 3. 2.11
20 Apr. 1769 By Cash pd My Expences to Mounts [Graves] 217.4
20 Nov. 1769 By my Expences to Mounts [Graves] 3.4.2
23 Apr. 1770 By Cash pd my Expences to Mounts [Graves] 2.8.7
10 Dec. 1770 By Cash pd My Expences to Mounts [Graves] 1.18.0
13 Apr. 1771 By Cash pd my Expences to Mounts [Graves] 1.17.7 Y2
23 Dec. 1771 By My Expence to Mounts [Graves] 1.19..3
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In the fall of 1771 more slaves and some livestock were sent to the Frederick quarters.
Nathaniel Burwell 11, the new owner of Carter’s Grove (who had just come of age), went
along with Graves to visit these quarters that spring and fall. Many more slaves were forced
to move west in 1772:

26 Oct. 1771 By Cash pd Expence at York send’g up Negros 4.4 %

27 Nov. 1771 By pd bringin’g up Negros and Cloth’g 2.0.0

13 Dec. 1771 By Cash pd assistance driv’g up stock 1..0..0
By Cash pd Mr. N. Burwell at Mounts 5.9
By Cash pd Wm Graves’s Expence to Mounts 4.7.9

16 Apr. 1772 By Cash pd My Expences to Mounts [Graves] 21.10 2

18 May 1772 By Cash pd Thos. Archer Car’g up Negros 7.10..0

Three slaves from Carter’s Grove—Billy, Daniel, and Tom—accompanied William Graves
on some of the trips and, once they had learned the route, sometimes made the journey on
their own, probably driving a wagon packed with clothing and other supplies for the
quarters.

23 Feb. 1766 By Cash gave Billy for his expences to Bull Run 1..0.0
22 Mar. 1766 By Cash pd Danlie]l & Tom Expences to Mount[ain]s 15.0
14 April 1767 By Cash gave Tom & Dan[ie]l for Expences to Bull Run 10.0

10 Dec. 1767 By Cash pd Mrs. Tod for Tom & Dan; [probably at Todd’s
Ordinary near present day Bowling Green on the

Route to Bull Run] 1..9
29 Sept. 1768 by Cash gave Tom & Danl for Mounts 7.6
20 Nov. 1769 By Cash gave Danl & 3 negroes for their Expences to Mounts 1.5..0
21 Nov. 1770 By Cash gave Bill for Expence to mountains 7.6

Nelson’s account with Thomas Shelton, overseer at Bull Run, gives further information
about living conditions on that quarter. Nelson credited Shelton for payments he had made:

1766 p[er] Contra Cr.
By 110 Ib poark for Negros
By 500 lb Do for overseer
By 18 'z Barls Corn
By 1 plow wt 13 4 1b @ 9d
By Cash pd Mrs. Garnet for att’g Fanny
By Cash pd Mr. Whiteing for rum & moll[asse]’s
By Cash pd assistance in bringing 2 cows from Shenandoe
By Cash pd for a Load Corn from Shenandoe to Bull Run
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Slaves at the Prederick County quarter raised surplus pork, beef, corn, wheat, oats, and tye in

1766 and 1767, which the overseer, Robert Catlett, sold locally.

1766

1767
27 Nov.

Mr. Robt Catlett Dr.

To 2846 lb poark sold at plantation
By 7 Beeves at 69/

To 1 Do 50/ 1 Do 80/

To 1 Do

To 4000 Ib poark at 20/

To 40 Barls Corn at 6/6

To 8 Barls Do at 8/

To 21 % Barls Do @ 8/

To 2 Bushls Wheat

To 246 %2 1b Bacon @ 6d

'To 60 Bushls Oats @ 18d

To 4 Barls 3 % Busls Corn @ 8/
To 38 Bushls rey @ 22d

25.12.3
24.3.0
6.10..0
3.10..0
40..0..0
13..0..0
2.16.0
8.12.0
6.0
6..3..0
4.10..0
1.16.11 V2

3.9.8

By 1768 there were two Carter quarters, called Marsh and River, in Frederick County.
William Nelson secured the services of Robert Catlett and William Pollard as the overseets.

1768

By 10 Barls Corn his part [the overseer’s share] @ 8/

By 1 Mare sold the Estate

By Cash pd 2 hors collers

By Cash pd 2 pr Traces

By Cash pd 1 grind stone

By Cash pd 2 sacks salt

By Cash pd 120 10d Nails & 1 1b bro[wn] thr(ea]d

By Cash pd Wagon’g 17 hhds Tobo

By Cash pd 100 8d Nailes Inspect’g [tobacco]

By Cash pd 112 Ib Iron for Cart Wheels

By Cash pd for a pr Cart Wheels

By Cash pd for wagon’g Corn

By Cash pd for car’g 112 1b iron up

By Cash pd for Car’g up 2 sacks salt & grind stone

By Cash pd for 6 Batls 3 bushls Corn @ 10/

By Cash pd for build’g 2 sheds, round Tobacco Houses &
finish’g Dwell'g house

By Cash pd for cart’g goods from Dumfries

By Cash pd for hier Wagon 1 day

By Cash pd for laying brjoald Axe

By his [Pollard’s] share 17929 Ib Tobo is 2578 1b at 25/

By Cash pd Wm Sooter, blacksmith
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1.13.7
1.15.0
1.10.0
1.6
2.6
3.6.0

5..0..0
6.0
10.0
3.0
32.4.6
3.4.3
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Some expenses the overseers incurred between 1769 and 1771 involved health care for the
slaves, supplies of clothing and shoes, driving hogs to market (in which some of the ensiaved
men must have taken part), and for capturing two men who ran away. Most of the women
sent to these quarters were relatively young, so many children were born there:

1769 By Cash pd Doctr H. Will’s Acct 3.0..0
By Cash pd Sarah Balanger [a midwife] 10.0
By Cash pd for Deliver’g Grace : 10.0
By Expence in drive’g hogs to market 10.0
By Cash pd Mrs. Stevens for Agnis 10.0
By Cash pd 1 qt brandy for Do. 10.0
1770 23 Apr. By Cash gave Wm Pollard to pay Midwife for 2 Negro women 1.0..0
1770 30 Nov. By Cash pd Wm Bare for keep’g Matt : 4.7..6
By Cash pd Jer Redman a cannoe 1.0..0
By Cash pd Midwife for Sue 0.10.0
By Cash pd Jno Loyde for mak’g 22 pr. Shoes 1.13.0
By pd Mrs. Stevens for Deliver’g 3 negro women 1.10.0
By pd Wm Anniss for tak’g up Dick 14.0
By pd Mr. Butwell’s Will for Do 10.0
By pd Jero Dews for Taking up Do. 5.0
By pd for Mak’g 2 plow stocks 5.0
1771 27 Nov. By Cash pd for Deliver'g Jane 10.0
By Cash pd Midwife Deliver’g Grace & Bett 1..0..0
By bringing up Negros Cloths 10.0
By pd 7 mo fish for Negros 1..0..0
By pd bringing them up 15.0
By pd Docr Jones for Attend’g Danl 10.0
1773 By Cash pd the Midwife [2 such entries were made] 10.0
1774 By Cash pd bring’g up Fish | 5.0
By Cash pd Doct Macky for Chatles 1.3..6
By Cash pd for a Corn House 210.0
By Cash pd for taking up Turner 12.0

Once Nathaniel Burwell IT assumed control of his estate, he began having livestock driven to
Carter’s Grove from the western quarters as Robert “King” Carter had done earlier. It is
likely that slaves helped to drive the livestock.

23 Nov. 1774 To Cash to bring down Beaves £
23 Nov. 1775 To Cash to bring down the Beaves

o
oo

W
=

38

S

]

]

-l

]

]

1

1

S —
[ —

1

.

—

1 ]

1

-



L.

T
i

[

-2 22 L]

4
|
e

[

3

J—

Nathaniel Burwell made a full accounting of the crops the slaves in Frederick County raised
in 1774:

Marsh Quarter 135 barrels comn £92.10..0
500 bushels wheat @ 3/ 75..0..0
813 Ibs pork @ 20/ 8.2.7
14 Hogshead Tobacco @ £10 140.00.0

The overseer’s share was 23 barrels of corn and £15 of tobacco; 162 barrels of corn were
used on the plantation, and 100 bushels of the wheat were sown in the fall

River Quarter 300 Barrels Corn @ 10/ 150.00.0
: 400 Bushels wheat @ 3/ _ 67.00.0
300 Bushels oats @ 1/3 18.15.0
Two Barren Cows @ £4 8.00.0
1500 1b Pork @ 18/ 13.10.0
850 b Pork @ 20/ 10.10.0
303 Ib Pork @ 16/8 2.10.6
881 Ib Pork @ 18/ 7.18.6
3 Bushels Rie @ 2/6 0.7.6
15 Hogsheads of Tobacco @ £10 150.00.0
100 Bushels of Oats @ 1/3 6.05.0

The overseet’s share was 36 Barrels of corn, 50 bushels of wheat, and £12..08..4 for tobacco.
162 Y barrels of corn were used for the plantation and 100 bushels of both wheat and oats

Were sOwitl.

James Burwell 11 of King’s Creek plantation in York County had, like the Carter’s Grove
Burwells, set up a farm in Frederick County as eatly as 1775. James II’s son, Nathaniel
Junior, sent fifteen bondspeople to the Frederick quarter by 1782, and by his death in 1791,
twenty-seven lived in Fredetick County. Nathaniel Burwell of Carter’s Grove was one of
Nathaniel Junior's executors and he made the arrangements to send all but a few old slaves
west who were left behind to be hired out to various York County residents.

Dec. 20, 1791 To provisions & Whiskey for 9 Men, 1 boy, 4 Women, &
2 Child to Frederick 2.11.6

Sources: Burwell Ledger I, containing Nathanie! Burwell II's Day Book, 1773-79; Burwell
Ledger II, containing Carter Burwell T's Account Book, 1738-56; Burwell Ledger 111,
confaining William Nelson’s accounts of Carter Burwell I's estate, 1764-72, and Nathaniel
Burwell IP's Day Book, 1779-86, Burwell Papers MS 64.4; Nathaniel Burwell 1T Ledger,
1771-1812, MS 81.12, Colonial Williamsburg Foundation.
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1744/5 to 1789—Runaway Slave Advertisements

The following advertisements indicate that Indian slaves, like enslaved African Americans,
ran away from their masters. Some slaves ran to see family members and other slaves
headed to Willliamsburg in the hope of gaining their freedom from the members of the
General Court. Some runaways sought refuge in Indian settlements. A few slaves tried to
get to “the back parts of Virginia.” After the Revolution, some slaves belived that they were
free because their masters moved them to Virginia. There is evidence that some Indians and
African Americans formed families.

RAN away on Sunday the 9th Inst. from his Master, living near Williamsburg, an Apprentice
Tad, narn’d Thomas Gilbert, aged about 17 Years: He has a broad Face, and full Set of
Teeth, is of low Stature, pretty well-set, of a dark Complexion, being a Mustee, and has a
thick bushy Head of Hair. Had on a Virginia Cloth Jacket, Kersey-wove, and the Sleeves
plain, an old Pair of Duroy Breeches, an old Pair of Stockings, a new Pair of Shoes, an
Oznabrigs Shirt, almost new, and an Old Felt Hat. Whoever takes him up, and conveys him
to me, a Wheelwright, near the Capitol in Williamsburg, shall have a Pistole Reward, besides
what the Law allows.

John Brown.

Source: Virpinia Gageite, Parks, ed., 14 March to 21 March 1744/5.

* ¥ Kk ok

COMMITTED to the publick Goal in Williamsburg, a Negroe Man named Tom, about five
Feet four Inches high, with a long Visage, has a good Countenance, is a thin spare Fellow,
has a Mark on his left Side, and two on the same Hip, which he says were done by an Arrow,
but speaks so bad that he can scarce be understood; he has been in Surry County Gaol the

Time prescribed by Law, and has neither there nor here given any Account of his Master.

There is a Person now in Gaol, who says he speaks French-Indian well. The Owner may
have him on paying as the Law directs.

Samuel Galt, K.P.G.

Source: VVirginia Gagette, Hunter, ed., 30 November 1759.

¥ ok ok ok

Fort Lewis,
7" of June, 1766.

RAN away from the Subscriber, at Fort Lewis, in Augusta County, the 22n of April last, a
large strong made Negro Fellow named PHIL, Country born, about thirty five Years of Age,
and talks pretty good English; had on when he went away, an Ozmabrig Shirt, a Cotton
Jacket, Cotton Leggings, and an old Hat.

40

1

. I

-1

———

— 1

[S—

1

-

1

B I RO

1

Fu—



[

— i

—

[

—

R___.'
i

IR R (R R (U B N

C

—_
P |

——
ek

[

L2

o

['—'—‘\
v
JR—

i

[

g

G

i

E_‘ H

Whoever apprehends the said Negro, and conveys him to me at this Place, or to my Store at
New-London, Bedford County, shall have THREE POUNDS Reward, besides what the
Law allows.

ALEXANDER BOYD.

Source: Virginia Gagette, Rind, ed., July 18, 1766.

* ok ok ok

ISAAC, an Indian slave, aged about 40 years, run away from my plantation on George’s
creek, in Buckingham, last Easter was twelve months. He was born and lived many years on
the BROOK of CHICKAHOMINY, and has some connexions in Goochland, where he
may probably be [at] present. He wore long curled hair before his elopement, but [his]
countenance and disposition are altogether Indian. His height [is] about 5 feet 8 inches. He
is outlawed. I will give FORTY SHILLINGS to Whoever will bring him to me.

ROBERT BOLLING, jun.

Source: Vininia Gagette, Purdie and Dixon, eds., 21 April 1768,

EIE JE 3 3

RUN away from Bull Run quarter, belonging to the estate of Col. Carter Burwell, deceased,
in Prince William county, some time in may [sic] last, a Negro man slave named JOHNNY,
and often goes by the name of JOHN TURNER; he is about 5 feet 6 or 7 inches high, and is
about 40 years old. The said Negro had been seen some time ago in Middlesex county, by
Christopher Robinson, Esq; who informed the subscriber, that the said Negro had got a pass
from some person, which prevented him from taking the fellow up; he is a cunning sensible
fellow, and may endeavour to impose upon others with his pass, or may endeavour to make
his escape out of the colony. Whoever apprehends and conveys him to the overseer, at the
quarter he left at Bull Run, or to the subscriber, at Martin’s Hundred, in James City county,
shall have forty shillings reward; or if taken out of the colony, four pounds.

WILLIAM GRAVES

Source: Vigginia Gagette, Rind, ed., August 4, 1768.

Kook ok ok

RUN away from the subscriber, living in Northampton county, North Carolina, on the 10th
of April 1769, 2 mustee woman slave named ANNIS, about 22 years of age, near 5 feet high,
thick and well set, straight hait, scarred on the back part of her neck by cupping, has a scar
on the elbow joint of her right arm, branded on the right cheek E, and on the left R, is very
cunning, and will endeavour to make her escape. Whoever apprehends the said slave, and
secures her so that I get her again, if taken in this province shall have {5 reward, if out
thereof £710s.
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EDWARD RUTLAND.

Source: Virginia Gazette, Purdie and Dixon, eds., 7 June 1770

* Kk ¥ %

COMMITTED to the prison of York, a Negro boy who says his name is WILLIAM
FLLORENCE, that he is free, and was born in the Indian town on Pamunkey river, about 16
years of age, 5 feet 3 inches high, has a smiling countenance, and remarkat.)le pert Wh_en
spoke to, If such a lad hath absconded from service, the owner may get him, on paying

charges, of

W. MITCHELL.

Source: Vingnia Gagette, Purdie and Dixon, eds., 19 July 1770; ibid,, Rind, ed., 2 August
1770.

¥ Kk kK

FAUQUIER county,
October 10, 1770

RUN away from the subscriber, the 4™ of this instant, a mulatto fellow named WILL, 4 feet
10 or 11 inches high, about 34 years of age, is well set, has a smooth insinuating way of
talking, he has a small scar under one of his eyes, though as I never took notice of it myself
don’t know on which side of his face, he has a large scar upon his right leg, occasioned by
the cut of an ax: Had on when he went a way a blue duffil coat lined with red shalloon, an
osnabrig shirt and trowsers, a felt hat about half worn, a pair of coarse store shoes, with
brass buckles, he tock with him a pair of Russia drill breeches, two waistcoats, one a light
coloured frize, and the other a black duroy, and an oznabrig coat. He has worked some time
at the carpenters and coopers trade, though knows but little of either, but is a tolerable good
turner, and has taken with him several of his tools, though as they may be troublesome to
carty he probably may sell them, and being an artful subtle fellow, imagine he will go as
much in disguise as possible, to prevent suspicion. Having reason to believe, from the
information of his companions, that he intends to steer his course for the back country or
the upper part of Maryland, 1 will give to any person that will deliver the said fellow to me, in
Faquier county, near the court-house, £3 reward, if taken up in this county or any of the
adjacent counties, if out of the colony £5 besides what the law allows.

JAMES SCOTT, jun.
Source: Vimginia Gagette, Rind, ed., November 15, 1770.

X ok %k ok

PRINCE GEORGE county, Nov. 23, 1770, RUN away from the subscriber, on Monday the
19th instant, a negro fellow named FRANK, 5 feet 6 inches high, about 25 years old, of a
yellow complexion, has a scar on his right cheek, and the sinews of one of his hams seems to
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be drawn up in knots. He carried away sundry clothes with him, viz. an old green duff coat
and breeches, a short blue and white mixed Virginia cloth coat, an old blue plains coat, an
old and fr[illeg]] jacket old buckskin breeches, and sundry other clothes. He has run away
twice before, and always got on board of some vessel or other and worked as a freeman. 1
understand he will attempt to get out of the country, if he possibly can; therefore I forewarn
all masters of vessels, and others, from employing or hathouring the said slave, or carrying
him out of the country, at their peril. He has got a wife among the Indians, at Indian town,
on Pamunkey river, and may possibly be sculking about there, Any person that will bring the
said slave to me, if taken in this colony, shall have FIVE POUNDS reward, and if out of it
TEN POUNDS.
DAVID SCOTT.

Source: VViginia Gagette, Purdie and Dixon, eds., 29 November 1770.

¥ kK Kk

PRINCE GEORGE, August 27, 1771. RUN away from the Subsctiber, on Tuesday the 6th
Instant, a NEGRO FELLOW, named FRANK, twenty seven Years of Age, five Feet five or
six Inches high, of a yellow Complexion, has a Scar in his right Cheek, and the Sinews in one
of his Hams seem to be drawn up in Knots. He has run away several Times, and always
passed for a Freeman. As he may possibly try to get out of the Country, I hereby forewarn
all Masters of Vessels from carrying out the said Slave, at their Peril. I imagine he is sculking
about Indian Town on Pamunkey among the Indians, as in one of his former Trips he got
himself a Wife amongst them. Whoever brings the said Slave to me shall be handsomely
rewarded.

DAVID SCOTT.

Source: VVirginia Gagette, Purdie and Dixon, eds., 12 September 1771.

* ok K ok

RUN away from the Subscriber, in Dinwiddie, on Sunday the 16" of February, a likely
Virginia born Mulatto Fellow named DICK, about thirty Years of Age, a thick well made
Fellow, five Feet seven or eight Inches high, with gray Eyes, short Hair curled close to his
Head, a very large black Beard, and a Sore on his right Leg; he is a Shoemaker by Trade, and
very handy about any other Business. He may probably attempt to pass for a Freeman, as he
can read and write; he wore, or carried with him, a light coloured Duffil great coat, a Negro
Cotton double-breasted short Coat, died purple Breeches of the same, a red Frieze Waistcoat
lapelled, which is rather too large for him, a white Linen Shirt marked I W, a Beaver Coating
short Coat, of the Pompadour Colour, but much altered, with slash Pockets, double
breasted, and lined with Shalloon. He ran away bout three or four Years ago, and then
harboured about Mr. Harwood’s, at Wyanoke; he has a Brother belonging to Mr. David
Scott of Prince Geotge, who has been run away for a Year or two, and has several Times
brought from among the Indians on Pamunkey River; they probably may make that Way
together, or to Urbanna, as they are both acquainted with Mr. Mills’s Negroes. 1 hereby
forewarn all Masters of Vessels from employing the said Slave, or carrying him out of the
Colony. 1 will give the above Reward, besides what the Law allows, to any Person that will
secure him so that I may get him again. He is outlawed.
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JAMES WALKER.

Source: 1irginia Gazette, Purdie & Dixon, eds., March 5, 1772.

* %k % %k

RUN away from the Subscriber, in Cumberland, about the 10™ of October last, a Mulatto
Man named JIM, who is a Slave, but pretends to have a Right to his Freedom. His Father
was an Indian, of the Name of Cheshire, and very likely will call himself JAMES
CHESHIRE, or CHINK. He is a short well set Fellow, about twenty seven Years of Age,
with long black Hair resembling an Indian’s; and had on, or took with him, a Virginia Cloth
Jacket without Sleeves, lined with Osnabrugs, the Outside striped in the Warp with
Copperas died Cotton and Yarn; his other Clothing was such as Negroes commonly wear.
When he went away I expected that he was gone to the General Court to seek for his
Freedom, and has been seen at Rocky Ridge, on his Way, as he said, to Williamsburg,
Whoever brings him to me shall have FORTY SHILLINGS Reward if he is taken in the
Colony, and FIVE POUNDS if out thereof, besides what the Law allows.

PAUL MICHAUX.

Source: Virginia Gazgette, Purdie & Dixon, eds., November 26, 1772.

X ¥ K ok

RUN away from the Subscriber, in Charlotte county, on the 22d of March, a Negro fellow
named NED, about 26 years of age, 5 feet 4 or 5 inches high, and well set; had on, and took
with him, 2 Negro Cotton jacket and breeches, a pair of blue yarn stockings, a green plains
coat, with a piece put in between the shoulders, a pair of brown cloth breeches, and a new
felt hat. Fe generally keeps his head well dressed, had remarkable small legs for the size of
his body, walks with his toes much out, and can play on the violin, in which he takes great
delight. I imagine he will change his name and dress, and endeavour to pass for a freeman,
and try to get into the back parts of Vieginia. Whoever secures the same Negro so that I
may get him again shall, if taken in Virginia, receive THREE POUNDS, if in North Carolina
FIVE POUNDS, and if in South Carolina EIGHT POUNDS.

RICHARD GAINES.
Source: 7ginia Gazgette, Rind, ed., April 15, 1773.

* Gk ok ok

RUN away from the Subscriber, on the 1st of April last, a Mulatto Slave named DAVID,
about twenty two Years of Age, five Feet eight or nine Inches high, a cunning artful Fellow,
with a sly Look, slim made, a little knock-kneed, has small Legs, says he is of the Indian
Breed, and went down to the General court, as I imagined to sue for his Freedom, but has
never returned. Whoever brings him to me in Dinwiddie, about twenty Miles from
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Petersburg, shall have THREE POUNDS TEN SHILLINGS Reward, or THIRTY
SHILLINGS if secured in Jail, and Notice given me thereof.

WILLIAM CUSZENS

Source: Virginia Gazette, Purdie and Dixon, eds., 15 July 1773.

* kR k¥

RUN away from the Subscriber, on the south Fork of the South Branch, in Hampshire
County, a Servant Man...also two NEGRO MEN, one named JOE, with a Linsey Frock,
and other Clothes usual for a labouring Slave. He ran away before, and was taken up at Port
Royal, to which Place it is probable he intends again. The other Negro is named DICK,
with the same Kind of Apparel that Joe had, and one of his Feet is much longer than the
other. They took with them a Rifle and Ammunition, a large Buck-skin and Elk-skin
dressed, and a Tow Sheet and Bag. Whoever brings the said Servant to me, or secures him
so that I may get him, shall have 40 s. Reward, besides what the Law allows; and whoever
brings me the said Negroes shall have what the Law allows.

JACOB BRAKE.

I forewarn all Persons from harbouring them, and Masters of Vessels from carrying
them off the Continent.

Source: Virinia Gagette, Dixon & Hunter, eds., March 25, 1775.

¥ K Kk

TEN POUNDS REWARD.

RUN away from the subscriber in Dunmore county, in May last, a negro fellow named SAM,
5 feet 5 or 6 inches high, has a broad face, and is a well looking fellow. As to his clothing, 1
cannot be certain, he having carried several things with him. He also took with him an old
bay horse very gray about the head, an iron pot, a narrow axe, 2 handsaw, and an old smooth
bore gun. About three years ago he purchased his freedom of his old master, Mr. Francis
Slaughter, and continued in that state till this spring, when it was discovered he was
attempting to inveigle away 2 number of negroes to the new or Indian country (where he had
been most of last summer) upon which the neighbours insisted on his being reduced to
slavery again, and I purchased him. I imagine he will endeavour to pass as a freeman, he
having a discharge from his old master, as well as one from Lord Dunmore, having served in
the expedition against the Indians last fall. Whoever delivers said slave to me shall have the
reward that is offered.

GABRIEL JONES.

Source: Virpinia Gagette, Purdie, ed., June 16, 1775.

* ok kK
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Three Pourids Reward. -

RUN away from the Subscriber, about the first of June last, 2 likely Virginia born Negro
Man named BILLY, about 30 Years of Age, about 5 Feet 8 Inches high, has a Vartiety of
Clothes, is very sensible, and by Trade a Shoemaker. I have heard of him in the

Neighborhood of Williamsburg,
JOHN WALKER.

ALBEMARLE, July 24, 1775.

Source: Virginia Gazelte, Dixon & Hunter, eds., July 29, 1775.

¥ K ok %

FOURTEEN POUNDS REWARD.

RUN away from the Subscriber, the 26" of November last, 4 negro men, viz. HARRY,
Virginia born, 5 feet 8 or 9 inches high, 30 years of age, a dark mulatto, with long bushy hait;
he is of the Indian breed, straight and well made, dresses neat, and has a vartety of clothes
with him amongst others, a blue fearnought great coat. He has worked several years at the
carpenter’s and wheelwright’s trade, and can glaize and paint. LEWIS, an outlandish, short,
thick fellow, remarkably bow-legged, and excellent wheelwright and wagon maker, and a
very good blacksmith. He carried with him, amongst other clothes, a blue suit. AARON, a
likely Virginia born fellow, of the middle size, stoops a little, has a hoarse voice, and had on
the usual clothing of negroes. MATTHEW, a Virginia born dark mulatto, 18 years of age, 5
feet 8 or 9 inches high, stammers a little, and speaks quick, when surprised, and is close-
kneed. These four went off in a yawl with two others, who have been since committed to
the public gaol. As one of them was taken in the yawl without the cape, I conclude the other
4 are in lord Dunmore’s service. I will give FIVE POUNDS each for securing the two first,
and FORTY SHILLINGS each for the other two, besides what the law allows. They are all
outlawed.
EDMUND RUFFIN.

Source: Virginia Gagette, Pinkney, ed., January 6, 1776.

¥ ok ¥ ok
FORTY DOLLARS REWARD.
RUN away from Mr. Paradise’s mill, near Williamsburg, a negro man called GEORGE, a
carpenter by trade, but has been muiller at the said mill for many years. He is about five feet
ten or eleven inches high, and has some defect in one of his eyes. It is thought he will make

for the northward, or the Pamunkey Indian town. Whoever takes up the said negro and
delivers him to me near Jamestown, shall be paid the above reward by

CARY WILKINSON.

Source: Virginia Gagette and Weekly Advertiser, Nicolson & Prentis, eds., November 16, 1782.
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Cumbetland,
December 1, 1782.

RAN AWAY from a plantation of the subscriber’s in Powhatan County, about the rniddle of
May last, TOM, a likely tall Mulatto lad, about eighteen years of age; he is descended from,
and very much resembles, an Indian, was raised in the County of Dinwiddie, where I once
possessed a plantation, and it is more than probable he is lurking in the same
neighbourhood. Whoever will deliver the said slave to my Manager in Powhatan, or secure
him in any gaol so that I recover him, shall be handsomely rewarded, by

HENRY SKIPWITH.

Source: Virginia Gagette or American Adyertiser, Hayes, ed., December 21, 1782.

¥ ¥k ¥

CAROLINE County,
May 20, 1784.

RAN away, on the 6™ of March last, from the subscriber, a negro man named JACIG he is 2
think short fellow, between 25 and 30 years of age, was brought from Africa, and therefore
speaks rather broken, his legs are marked with sores, which are apt to run at this season. I
brought him from Charlestown when the southern States were invaded by the British, and
since he went off, he has been told that he was free in consequence of bringing him into this
State; perhaps he may therefore go towards South-Carolina. I will pay EIGHT DOLLARS
for apprehending him, and securing him in any gaol that I may get him again.

JOSEPH WOOD, Jun.

Source: Virginia Gazgetle or American Adyertiser, Hayes, ed., May 29, 1784.

* ok kX

RAN away from the Subscriber, on Saturday, the 21* of May last, 2 mulatto man Slave,
named BOOKER, which T purchased at the sale of the estate of Mrs. Watson, deceased, of
Charles City; he is so well known, that a particular description is unnecessary. I suppose he
is lurking in Charles City.

Also run away on Tuesday the 8" instant, an Irish servant man, named JOHN
KENNAN...Also run away from my plantation in the calf pasture Augusta County, a negro
man slave named TABBY, about twenty-one years of age, five feet ten or eleven inches high,
stout, active, well made, and whistles remarkably well. He was purchased by my brother
George Matthews, about the latter end of the year 1776, on the Hastern shore of this State,
and I suppose has gone there. I will give forty shillings for ecach, on being delivered to
Alexander Killpatrick, in the calf pasture, besides what the law allows. Should Mr. Kilpatrick
have advertised a reward lately, it is to be deducted from the above reward.
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SAMPSON MATHEWS.

Source: VVinginia Gazgette or American Advertiser, Hayes, ed., June 26, 1784.

¥ K kK

RAN away from the subscriber, on the 27 of June last, a likely West-India born mulatto
man slave, by the name of LEWY, about 27 or 28 years of age, about 5 feet 9 or 10 inches
high, well made, has a low inward speech, and generally hangs his head when spoken to;
carried off with him a likely black negro woman by the name of CHLOE, who is much
pitted with the smallpox. ‘They carried many changes of cloathes with them. The fellow, the
greater part of the late war, having been employed in the lead mines, under the management
of Colonel Lynch, and only brought home in May 1783, it is supposed he will endeavour to
get back to that part of the Country, with the wench, and there pass as free negroes. If any
petson will apprehend the said negroes, and bring them to me, or confine them in any gaol
(not above Richmond) and advertise them, so that I get them again, shall receive FIVE
POUNDS for each, and all reasonable expences paid.

ROBERT LANGLEY.

Norfolk County,
July 2, 1784.

Source: Virginia Gagette or American Advertiser, Hayes, ed., August 7, 1784.

¥ K K Ok

Ten Pounds Reward.

RAN away from the subscriber in the upper end of Hanover County, the 27™ of March, a
dark mulatto fellow named DAVID, about 5 feet 8 or 9 inches high, proportionably made, a
little inclined to be bow-legged, 30 years of age, and carries his age very well, as he has not
been much exposed to hardship; he is from the Indian descent, which is discoverable in his
hair and complexion; his features are regular, with a tolerable countenance; he is deptived of
the sense of smelling; very sensible and artful in conversation, active and clever in business,
is a very good hostler, but has been bred to plantation business. I expect he will endeavour
to pass for a freeman. He took with him the following clothes, viz. A great coat of French
twilled striped cloth with pockets of the same, and pocket flaps at the side, made for the
convenience of carrying papers, a coat, jacket, and pair of breeches of fine dark mixed plain
wove Virginia cloth, the coat has striped pockets, and the back of the jacket is different from
the fore parts, a full suit of Welsh plains, three osnabrug shirts, a country made fur hat that
has been much worn, trimmed round the brim, it is very greasy where the brim joins the
crown, a pair of imported yarn hose, and a pair of country made shoes, a Dutch blanket
almost new. The above reward of TEN POUNDS shall be given if the said slave is taken
out of this state, and five pounds if taken within and committed to gaol, so that I get him, or
delivered to me in Hanover, and all reasonable expences paid by
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ABRAHAM FONTAINE.

Source: Virginia Gazgette or American Advertiser, Hayes, ed., April 16, 1785.

LIE S 2 4

Eight Dollars Reward.

Went from the subscribers shop in Richmond, on the 28" of September, a blacksmith,
named

AARON,

LATE the property of Col. Bannister, and now belonging to Mr. Wm. Alexander, of
Richmond. He is a negro of light complexion, about 5 feet 10 inches high, slim made, with 2
grave look, about 27 years of age, a piece bit off one of his ears, occasioned by fighting, had
on a short brown coat, white waistcoat, and corduroy breeches: He has a wife at Mr. St.
George Tucker’s, at Petersburg, and once belonged to Col. Byrd, of Westover, and it is
expected he has gone that road. He is gone away from an ill grounded apprehension of
being sent to the back country, and from no dissatisfaction at his situation. ‘The above
reward, besides what is allowed by law, will be paid on apprehending and delivering him at
Richmond to

JOSEPH M’CAUGHEY.

N.B. He 1s very artful,

Source: Linginia Gagette and Weekly Advertiser, Nicolson, ed., October 8, 1789.

1755—Virginia’s Tithable Population

In 1755 Governor Dinwiddie returned a count of Virginia’s population to the Crown. The
figures below indicate that planters in the Piedmont counties depended on the labor of

enslaved men, women, and children.

Name of County White Tithes Black Tithes Total Tithes % of Black Tithes

Augusta 2,273 40 2,313 1.7%
Accomack 1,506 1,135 2,641 43.0%
Albemarle 1,344 1,747 3,091 56.5%
Amelia 1,251 1,652 2,903 £6.9%
Bedford 357 143 500 28.6%
Brunswick 1,299 976 2,275 42.9%
Caroline 1,208 2,674 3,882 68.9%
Charles City 537 1,058 1,595 66.3%
Chesterfield 841 1,198 2,039 58.8%
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Culpepper
Cumberland
Dinwiddie
Elizabeth City
Essex

Fairfax
Frederick
Gloucester
Goochland
Halifax
Hampshire
Hanover
Henrico

Isle of Wight
James City
King and Queen
King George
King William
Lancaster
Louisa
Lunenburg
Middlesex
Nansemond
New Kent
Norfolk
Northampton
Northumberland
Orange

Prince Edward
Prince George
Prince William
Prinicess Anne
Richmond
Southampton
Spotsylvania
Stafford

Surry
Sussex

Warwick
Westmoreland
York

Source: Greene and Harrington, American Population Before the Federal Census of 1790, p. 150-

151.

1,221
704
784
316
889

1,312

2,173

1,137
569
629
558

1,169
529
810
394
944
720
702
486
655

1,209
371
989
465

1132
609
980
627
416
650

1,384
840
761
973
665
889
587
778
181
944
562

1,217
1,394
1,175
812
1,711
921
340
3,084
935
141
12
2,621
898
966
1,254
2,103
1,068
1,834
1,124
1,452
903
1,056
1,264
1,209
1,408
902
1,434
1,016
410
1,138
1,414
880
1,236
1,036
1,468
1,126
1,006
1,388
665
1,588
1,567

2,432
2,098
1,959
1,128
2,600
2,233
2,513
4,421
1,504

770

570
3,790
1,427
1,776
1,648
3,049
1,788
2,536
1,610
2,107
2,112
1,427
2,253
1,674
2,540
1,511
2,414
1,643

826
1,788
2,798
1,720
1,997
2,009
2,133
2,015
1,593
2,166

846
2,532
2,129

50.0%
66.4%
60.0%

72.0%

65.8%
41.2%
13.5%
74.3%
62.2%
18.3%

2.1%
69.2%
63.0%
54.4%
76.1%
69.0%
59.7%
72.3%
69.8%
69.0%

42.8%

74.0%
56.1%
72.2%
55.4%
59.7%
59.4%
61.8%
49.6%
63.6%
50.5%
51.2%
61.8%
51.6%
68.8%
55.8%
63.2%
64.1%
78.6%
62.7%
13.6%
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Excerpts from The Revolution on the Upper Obio, 1775-1777

The following excerpts detail a portion of the negotiations between Virginians and Indians
after the conclusion of Dunmore’s War. These selections provide details about interactions
among, whites, Indians and slaves. They also illustrate the different views that whites and
Indians held about property and family.

.. . we had delivered them [the mulatto children] up to the White People and they returned
of their Own Accord they were as free as ourselves and no longer under our Controul when
I went home I informed them that some of their white relations were desirous of seeing
them and told them to go and see their Relations they began to Cry and said they were not
Slaves that they shou’d be forced away for they had it in their own Choice where they would
stay last spring when some of the Cherokees robbed your People on the Kentucke we
Immediately set off took two of the Horses from them and delivered them at the Mouth of
Kanhawa and when the Negro Woman made her Escape from that Place and Came to our
Towns on her being Demanded we delivered her when we did this Captain Russell said he
was a little Sorry to Ask so much but that the Owner insisted upon having the two Children
brought in that he thought it was too much as they had been all Winter Delivering Horses
and Performing every Promise they had made in the Winter Captain Russell sent five of his
Men to our Towns we Delivered the Negro Wench but told him as the Children were Bagat
by our People we thought it very hard they shou’d be made Slaves of as the Negro Woman
is delivered up she will soon have more Children at the same time they Demancded Horses
from us we Informed them we had delivered up all the Horses we had belonging to the
White People and that Many of our People had delivered up their own Horses in leiu of
yours which cou’d not be found we likewise told them that ours was not the only Nation
who had stolen their Horses I now Inform you we have Delivered up all your Horses and
all your Negroes Except One Negro Man who runaway from the Mouth of Hockhockan
who threatens to kill either White Man or Indian who shall Attempt to Molest hirn.

Bruthers 1 now Inform you we have delivered up all we possibly can and as we are
one People I hope you will not Ask more of us what white People remain among us are
their own Masters and may do as they Please the Young white Man who is here has been to
see his Relations if he Chooses to stay with them we have no Objection if he Chooses to
return we Cannot Prevent him we will endeavour to Persuade him to Either but let his own
Choice direct him ‘tis true our Manner of living is not like the white Peoples we suppose
that is the reason why their freinds are Unwilling they shou’d live Among us

Brothers we now Inform you if any of your flesh and Blood Choose to return to their
relations or if any of their freinds come to our Country for them we shall never Attempt to
Hinder them and as you Yesterday Cleared the Road of all Obstructions between you and us
Tt will be the Means of making our friendship more firm and Lasting A String

* ok ok %

as she belongs to my Tribe I will speak to her and doubt not she will listen to me but as her
Children are Sprung from my Grandfathers the Delawares there may perhaps some difficulty
arise from that It is true there are two Negro Children which were begotten by my People
and we are not the only People who have intetmixed with Negroes we are not Willing to
give up the Children there is another old Negro Woman which you may Get if you will
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bring her home upon your backs for she is not able to walk As we have clear’d the road
between us We desire you as before to send Twenty of your young Men with us to the
Mouth of Hockocking and a few of them may go with us to the Town and they will then
have an Opportunity of seeing and hearing what We say to your Relations

R R

At 2 Conference Continued and held with the Indians at Pittsburg the 14™ of
October 1775 Present the same as Yesterday The following Speech was delivered to the
diferent Nations of Indians Present by Doctor Walker

Brothers the Six Nations Wyandots Delawares Shawanese and Ottawas We have in a
former Speech told you that we were sent by our great Council in Virginia to deliver to you
your Hostages and to receive of you Our flesh and Blood and all our Negroes and Horses
that yet rernain amongst you agrecable to your Stipulations with Lord Dunmore We are
sorry you are come Unprepared to fulfill your part of that Solemn Contract and that our
Brothers the Shawanese seems to be averse to give us the reasonable security we required for
the delivery of our property yet in their hands this seems to be the only Obstruction in our
Way to compleat the very Great and desirable work now on hand we are not come
unprepared to give Our brothers the Strongest proofs of the great desire we have of living in
Amity with them and We hope you will not stand out so far as to deprive us of the
happiness We promis’ed ourselves in giving you this Testimony of our Generosity and
freindship for We can by no Means give the present put into our hands for you but to such
as fulfill their Engagements or at least comply with them as far as may be in their Power we
are far from desiring impossibilities of you and we hope that you will yet exert yourselves
and gather together all of our peoples property you can find and deliver them up rather than
say “We permit you to search for them” how should we know where to find them you took
them from us and from your hands we Expect to receive them

ERE

I am very much rejoiced to hear your Promises that you will deliver up the Flesh and Blood
Negroes and Hotses which your Brothers the Bigknife demanded of you and which has
Occasioned this Long Journey to them formerly I was Concerned in the War against my
Brethren the English but when the Great Spirit took Pity on us and Peace was Restored and
they demanded their flesh and Blood of us we then sent our Wise People to Lancaster where
they Cleared the Council House and delivered up their Flesh and Blood and every thing was
Settled Shortly after other Mischeif Happened Owing to the Advice of Bad People but
when we met Colonel Boquet at Coshocting and he Demanded his flesh Blood we then
delivered up some [to] him and sent Killbuck to § William Johnston to finish the Peace
there are four of your flesh and Blood still remaining with us some of whom run away and
came back. One Negro which I now promise to deliver at this place in a few days I now
will tell you my Un