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——  To THE EDITOR

In Response To Last Months

R.E. Crawford

Dear Editor,

For someone who claims to read
The Center Fold only "sometimes” and
"for amusement,” R.E. Crawford
seems to know an awful lot about the
regular columnists and goings-on o
the staff of The Center Fold and The
Center.

Why doesn’t someone from LCN
provide the information on the:r
gatherings to The Center Fold? Al
the other groups listed manage to do
so. It’s not The Center Fold staff’s

and Anon,

responsibility to go out searching for
things to put on the calendar; the
calendar is a resource available to the
gay & lesbian community to publicize
their events. You should ask LCN why
they don’t tell The Center Fold about
their gatherings. '

There seems to be a great deal of
anger in R.E. Crawford’s words.
Perhaps R.E. should stop reading The
Center Fold and deal with this anger

properly, before it gets out of han .
The Center Fold is not a place for
abusive and vindictive comments
about any individual, and that’s what
most of that letter was about.

Very truly yours,
Doug Swallow
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As C({ntributing Editor we edit only
for clarity or conciseness. We do not
need to answer all letters to The

My gender is none of your business,
Crawford. The word "female” was an
editorial addition following an article
(rebuttal) to an unfounded claim that

ti‘{e like volunteer your time? Let your
misplaced anger work for you. Come
and see exactly what it is that you are

Center Fold, especially letters or
commentaries whose sole purpose is
to inflame the community.

Mr. Anthony’s column and Jade’s
'column are interchangeable. Neither
is deleted. Each is sought for publica-

this publication was biased. You are
SO unsure of your gender, R.E., that
you fail to identify yourself with either
sex.

The next time you feei compelied to

tion on a monthly basis.

"take exception” to our publication,
why don’t you do something construc-

condemning,

Sincerely,
Pam Berry

Ueawr Editor,

I would like to respond to the letter
to the editor in the August Center
Fold from Anon. He (She) wrote to
complain that the editor was nol
showing proper respect for closeted
individuals when he printed photos
from the Pride Picnic with the names
of some of the individuals.

The letter writer then continues,
expressing fears over what could
happen if some devious individual
decided to use the information o
damage someone.

I feel that the staff at The Center
and at Center Fold have always kept
the best interest of ALL persons
foremost, and that includes protecting
their right to privacy. Why not print
the photos with little bats over the
faces so no one would know who
anyone was? Why not issue masks at
all events, and false name tags? Why

pot stay home in our closets and to
hell with Gay Piide?

It took me a long time to get enough
nerve to come out of my closet, and it
wasn’t complete overnight. I am still
going through the process of learning
to be open whenever possibie. : real-
ize that it is sometimes not possible,
but I am not going to back into a
cdoset, nor will I be influenced by
someone else’s need to stay in their
closet.

Yes, it is possible that som.one
could use the photos from the news-
paper to create a problem, but
someone also could have taken their
own photos at the picnic and done the
same. | would question what anyone

who is so concerned about their
'secret’ is doing at a public function in
the first place. There was never any

-indication that the Pride Picnic was to

be a "Homosexuals Only" event. Why,
there might even have been some
open-minded heteros there!

Events at The Center have always
been congenial enough that one need
only decline from being photo-
graphed. But at an outdoor function,
with several hundred people in at-
tendance, one can hardly expect the
same.

At The Center we work to preserve
the rights of those who wish to remain
anonymous, by protecting our mailing
list, and even by mailing in envelopes
{at extra cost). It is very easy to sit
back and criticize what others do.
Would Anon. like to volunteer to do
the research necessary every month,
to insure that all those photographed
are willing to have their photos pub-
kished? Call The Center, 894-7097 to
volunteer.

Sincerely,
Keith Proud

Joel Rayburn

The Center Fold is printed by
Oviedo Publishing Company

The views expressed in The Center
.F-oid may not necessarily represent the
views of The Center, its newsletter, or
1ts_ editors. Advertisers who 2opear in
this publication are not néwésarily
gay-owned or operated. For more
information concerning The Center
Fold, call or write: The Center Fold,
PO Box 533446 Orlando, FL 32853.
Phone: (407) 894-7097 or Eriq Poff at
(407) 839-4976.
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The deadline for submitting material

for The Center Fold is always the
second Sunday of each month, Any
materials submitted after that day will
be held for the next month, except for
dated material which may be discard-
ed. If you would like your original
§ubmissions returned to you please
indicate as such on your material.
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OFF THE PRESS

At 750 West Colonial in Orlando, a
major miracle is happening as crafts-
persons, contractors, painters and
design persons all take part in renovat-
ing an office building.

The office space will represent a
certain growth in Orlando which some
people fail to recognize and others
wish to ignore.

Those in charge of this project will
open this space to a variety of groups
and activities, hoping to acknowledge
and bring together a community of
special men and women.

This two-story 3,600 square-foot
renovated office building will be the
new home for The Center. The Mills
Avenue facility has become ton small
for the demands of the gay community
--many groups are denied meecting
space and schedules are having to be
rearranged.

Sold Out! The demand for tickets to
this month’s Sea Escape gay cruise has
created-a waiting list totaling over 175
individuals. The list keeps growing as
more and more people hear of the ex-
citement being planned for the M/S
Scandinavian Sky on the night of
September 15. Some of those on the
waiting list have a good chance to
attend the cruise because approxi-
mately 100 persons have been re-
moved from the Hst of confirmed
passengers because they failed to meet
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Gay and Lesbian Community Serv-
ices, which sponsors The Center, felt
that the move was overdue.

Scott Alles and Larry Nicastro locat-
ed the property after a city-wide
search. They also negotiated a two-
year lease. Other volunteers began
doing their part to see the dream
become a reality: Jeff Taylor handled
all bids by contractors; walls had to be
torn down and relocated to help
accommodate larger group meetings.

A special counter was also constructed
for Center Volunteers to use when

-greeting visitors at the main entrance.

Doug Swallow oversaw the schedul-
ing of the construction workers; Keith
Proud was in charge of paint and color
selection and Michael Wanzie was in
charge of interior design.

A sneak preview party, by invitation
only, will be held on September 24.
This event will be for continuing
supporters of The Center. The pur-

CRUISE

the payment deadline. Those remain-
ing on the waiting list will have a
chance to apply their deposit for the
next cruise slated for April 22, 1990,

The Spring cruise has been planned
as an all day affair, setting sale at
10:00 am and returning to port at
10:00 pm. The cost will be $79.00.

Preliminary coordination is already
taking place and Gay and Lesbian
Community Services Board Members
say the second cruise will be more
spectacular than the first!

pose of the party will be to garner
contributions to buy furniture needed
to fill the empty spaces. All the used
furniture at the present building will
be sold.

A Grand Opening Celebration is
scheduled for October 15 at which
time the new Center should be com-
pletely furnished.

Expanded space brings expanded
services: some of the services being
considered by the G.L.C.S. Board of
Directors are emergency temporary
housing, youth support groups, and
on-premises psychological counseling,
"People of Color," a group for gay
minorities begins September 20 at the
new facility.

G.L.C.S. President David Bain feels
the new facility will more than
accommodate the growth projected
for the next two years. o
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Part One: Parties and Paranoia
By Ken Berg

Orlando. From its agricultural and
military beginnings, through the
Disney boom years and movie studio
blitz, the so-called City Beautiful has
remained true to its small town,
southern conservative roots.

The same could be said of Orlando’s
gay community, where the closet
remains a way of life for many, and
political and social activism take a low
profile - if not priority - in comparison
to other urban centers,

To what extent is there an Orlando
gay lifestyle consistent with our re-
gional heritage? And how will being
gay change for Central Florida in the
coming years? With this, the first in a
series of articles, the Center Fold
takes a look at gay Orlando: Past
Present and Future.,

In the late fifties and early sixties, as
elsewhere, gay activity in Orlando was,
if not limited, extremely cantjous.

"It was very closed here,” recalls
Andy, an Orlando gav man who has
lived here almost sixty years. "Nothing
was very open. You couldn’t flaunt
your gayness. There was no protection
like there is now. Orlando is wide
open now compared to what it was
way back then."

"We mostly went to parties,” chimes
in his lover, George. "Today, the gay
world is not as hidden as it was then.
At parties people let their hair down
and were more campy and outrageous.
There were hat parties, bathing suit
parties, some of them very elaborate.

At one party we were led blindfolded
to a cruise on the St. Johns, then
found our cars mysteriously at Sanford
when the boat docked.”

"It was a very private thing to be
gay," recalls John, another Orlando
gay man who was in his 20’s in 1960.

"But we had wonderful parties. And
we always dressed for them, in coats
and ties."

"In Daytona people could kick up
their heels a little more,” said George,
a school teacher at the time. "People
from Orlando could let their hair
down and get a little wilder. Teachers
wouldn’t run into their students. You
could easily lose your license in those
days," he added. George lost his own
teaching license in the late sixties for
being gay.

"Daytona was the wild place,” John
agreed. "The Hollywood Bar had
camp drag shows. But not like the
ones now. They didn’t try to look iike
women, but did it more for fun, like
the British do. Chiquita Banana was a
big number - anything by Carmen
Miranda - and of course, Judy Gar-
land was very popular."

According to John, blacks were
welcome in the more open atmos-
phere of the gay bars of the era, de-
spite segregation. "They called us their
‘white sisters,” he recalled, adding a
hearty laugh. "But as far as real sisters,
there was no lesbtan scene, at least
that I was aware of."

In Orlando, the bar scene consisted

of just one exclusively gay night spot:
The Tropitan. Located across from
the Orange Court Motor Hotel, the
Tropitan occupied the spot were one
now finds the public services center of
the Orlando Sentinel. The Tropitan
was a cozy, working class piano bar
with rattan furniture. Another spot
frequented by a gay crowd was the
Cactus Room, a bar mixed in the day
and gay after hours.

Despite the festive party circuit and
campy nights out-of-town, Orlando
gay residents of the fifties and sixties
had good reason to live much of their
lives in fear. Many still shudder at the
mention of the Johns Committee, a
homophobic nightmare that smashed
open closet doors and left ruined lives
in its wake.

Created in 1956 by Senator Charley
E. Johns of Starke, the Johns Commit-
tee was an investigative arm of the
state legislature. Originally intended
to identify individuals with Communist
affiliations, the committee’s activities
had, by 1960, been expanded to cover
other "subversive elements" in state
supported schools - namely homosex-
ual teachers and textbooks with
"questionable" content. Names of
alleged gays were published and dis-
tributed by the committee in the
dreaded "Pink Pamphlet."

"They would call you and harass you,
luring you to a hotel," Andy recalls
with anger. "If you went there they
would interrogate you. They would tell

you that they knew you were a homo-
sexual and get you to say the other
people you knew were. It made you
afraid to go out nights."

"It was scary," Andy continued.
"They called me at work and tried to
get me to meet them. They told me
they would be waiting for me outside
when I got off work. It had a very chill-
ing effect.”

John also had a run-in with the
committee. "I was on the hit list,” he
recalled, eyes widening. "It was just
terrible. You have no idea. They came
to my fraternity at college. It was very
embarrassing. I had two friends who
committed suicide as a result of being
singled out by them."

The influence of the Johns Commit-
tee began to slip in 1962, when the
Florida Supreme Court ordered rein-
statement of three school teachers
who had been fired due to allegations
that they were gay. Techniques used
by the committee, including entrap-
ment, harassment and the use of ex-
cons, narcotics and prostitutes, came
under criticism. In 1964, new guide-
lines were set by the legislature to
protect individual liberties.

NEXT ISSUE: Sixties Radicalism
and The Disney Boom Years,
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Call For Appointment

PHILIP O. TOAL M.S. LMHC

Licensed Mental Health Counselor
Certified Medica! Psychotherapist

815 E. Princeton St. Sulte 545

Orlando, FL 32803

(407) 808-3551
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“Resolution On Human Rights’

The Orange County Democratic
Committee has once again proved that
its platform will continue to include
basic human rights for "all" people.

The Orange County Democratic
Committee has pledged to continue its
party’s tradition of seeking, for all the
people in our state and in our nation,
individual freedom in the framework
of a just society. Once again, the
Democratic Party announces boldly
and strongly, that gay and lesbian
people will not be excluded from the
phrase "we the people.”

The Orange County Democratic
Executive Committee has recently
passed a "Resolution on Human
Rights" urging Orange County Sheriff
Walt Gallagher and the Orange
County Commission to take action as
described in the resolution which
follows:

A resolution of the Orange County
Democratic Executive Committee
urging the Orange County Sheriff’s
Department to reinstate Deputy
Thomas Woodard, the development of
a consultation committee, and passage

by the Orange County Commission of
a Human Rights Ordinance, as fol-
lows:

whereas, the Orange County Sheriff’s
Department is a public agency serving
the public in law enforcement,

whereas, intrusion by a public agency,
including the Orange County Sheriff’s
Department, into the personal and
private lives of the citizens who
comprise it or work for it, attempting
to penalize such citizens on the basis
of private conduct, must be justified as
serving a paramount societal interest,
and must be approached with great
caution in deference to respect for the
individual rights and liberties of those
citizens,

whereas, the Orange County Sheriff
Department’s action in compelling the
termination of Deputy Thomas
Woodard’s employment with the
Sheriff’'s Department on the basis of
sexual preference was unjustified, and
exceeded the limits of governmental

or public agency intrusion into the
private life of this citizen, penalizing a
citizen on the basis of private conduct,
in disregard of individual rights and
liberties,

whereas, the Orange County Sheriff’s
Department, as a public agency, dis-
criminating against a citizen on the
basis of sexual preference, sets an
example for acts of discrimination in
employment of such citizens, in disre-
gard of a citizen’s right to equal
opportunity through gainful employ-
ment pursued by this society for its
citizens in general,

whereas, the Orange County Sheriff
Department’s actions and derogatory
statements, arising in the course of
Deputy Woodard’s termination, with
regard to Deputy Woodard and gay
and lesbian individuals in general,
contribute to an atmosphere making
acceptable further discrimination
against such citizens, and attacks upon
citizens upon the basis of their per-
sonal and private lives,

Now, therefore, be it resolved that the
Orange County Democratic Executive
Committee:

Urges Sheriff Walt Gallagher to
immediately reinstate Thomas
Woodard as a deputy in the Orange
County Sheriff’'s Department;

Supports the development by Orange
County Personnel (or other appropri-
ate department as directed by the
Orange County Commission), togeth-
er with individuals in the gay and
lesbian community, of a gay and lesbi-
an educational and informational
committee to be available for consul-
tation by any Orange County depart-
ment;

Urges the Orange County Commis-
sion to expeditiously pass a human
rights ordinance which would among
other things, prohibit discrimination
on the basis of sexual preference,

resolved this 27th day of July, 1989.
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ORLANDO’S NEWEST CLUB FOR WOMEN
WHERE GAY GENTLEMEN ARE ALWAYS WELCOME

6900 NORTH ORANGE BLOSSOM

ORLANDO, FL 32810

HOURS
OUTSIDE POOL BAR & POOL AREA OPEN 12 NOON TILL DARK.
OPEN ON WEEKENDS.
GAMEROOM: 4 PM-2 AM MONDAY-SUNDAY.

DISCO: 8 PM-2 AM WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY.

15¢ COCKTAILS

HAPPY HOUR 4-8
50+ DRAF‘TJ
(407) 291-0686

%
ASSOCIATED

COUNSELORS &
\TRAINERS, INC.

(407) 898-4227

Non-Judgemental

Sharon K. Durrant, ma.

Florida Licensed Marriage

Certified Addictions Professionai

\ 647 N. Mills Avenue, Orlando, Florlda 32803 )

—~

Caring Therapy

& Family Therapist

530 £. CENTRAL BLVD.
ORLANDO, FL 32801

RONALD G. LAURIA

R&R BUSINESS SERVICES
Accounting, Taxes & Payroll

843-1805
843-1809
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Story by Bill Ehrig

An increasing number of individuals
are bringing dramatic changes into their
lives by forming Master Mind Support
Groups. By following the Master Mind
principles made popular by Jack Boland,
people are able to set goals and achieve
results.

The Master Mind principle is based
on the belief that each and every person
on Earth is an individualized expression
of the Master Mind and has the innate
ability to tap into the power, genius and
wisdom of the Master Mind. The
Master Mind is defined as the power
source that created, guides and directs the
universe.

By practicing a system of quantum
prayer, an individual calls upon not only
their own strength and that of creative

! intelligence, but also upon the mental

energy of at least one other person.
This principle is based on the ancient
premise that the combined energies of
two or more like-minded individuals is
many times greater than the individual
energies involved.

An important point of such a support
group is that other like-minded
individuals can believe and accept as true
for us things which we find hard to
conceive and believe for ourselves.

Master Mind groups are most
effective with between two to six
members. By meeting on a regular,
weekly basis, the group members
provide mutual support and
encouragement for themselves and
others. Requests, needs and other good
desires are turned over to the care of the
Master Mind. The belief is that an

infinite presence and power greater than
oneself is waiting to respond to each
person in a loving and personal way
simply by asking.

Group members use creative
visualization techniques in supporting
each other's requests. Members report
shared successes, prayers answered and
goals achieved. The belief that nothing
is impossible and a belief in miracles
opens the channels for divine power to
flow through each and every individual,
creating results. Our belief system
creates our own realities.

Among the eight steps on the path to
Master Mind consciousness include the
surrender to, and belief in the power of
the Master Mind; forgiveness of those
who have injured or harmed you in any
way; accepting and giving thanks for

| D TO CREATE CHA GE

gifts received; and a dedication to be of
maximum service to God and your
fellow man.

Goal setting and the use of positive
affirmations are instrumental in
achieving requested goals. A personal
inventory of strengths, weaknesses,
needs and desires help clarify individual
goals. Group members are also
encouraged to create an "image book”
which reinforces creative visualization.

Thousands of people who have been
involved in Master Minding can attest
to its success. All you need to do is ask
and be prepared to hear the stories of
success.

Fall

The Combined Groups Yard Sale
held Saturday August 12 was the most
successful sale to date, topping the
May sale by approximately $200.
Gross sales for all fine groups partici--
pating were $588.81. Many thanks to
all who contributed to this effort by
donating, pricing and working the
sale,namely, Stan, Terry and Randy. A
special thanks to those who came and
shopped. Extra special thanks to Dee

Yard Sale
Most Successful

and Tom who graciously invited the
sale to their yard at the last minute.

The next sale will be held in early
November with a gift-giving/holiday
deco theme. Start collecting donations
now: record albums, sports equip-
ment, musical instruments, games,
puzzles, tools, household and kitchen
items, good linens, and jewelry, are all
popular items.

JOANNE SOMMER
Advanced Planning Counselor
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MEMORIAL PARK & FUNERAL HOME

"SERVING CENTRAL FLORIDA SINCE 1926

Ottice (407) 293-1361

PO Box 585627
Onanao. FL 32858-5627

Crealde Mall, Suite 128

M. Alice Wareham, M.A.
Florida Licensed Mental Health Counselor

Resolutions for your concerns through
discoveries, insights and new paths.

2431 Aloma Avenue Winter Park, FL 32792
Evenings and Saturdays by appointment

(407) 657-9669
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Telephone (407)843-8390

garw'd B y&zay/r.tyr

Attorney At Law

617 E. Washington St. Suite 3
P.O. Box 922
Orlando, Florida 32802
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Dan Cochran
677 -4299

s CRUISE

Telephone (407) 677-8508

7129 Aloma Ave., Winter Park, £l., 32792
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Metropolitan
Community
Church

News from Orlando’s Joy Metropoli-
tan Community Church

Attendance at MCC Services has been
at an all-time high, with record
numbers of visitors. Recent services
have been packed with over 140
people and Joy MCC continues o
offer a wide variety of both special and
regular events for the gay community.

Vocalist Mark Cady will be featured
in a special benefit performance enti-
tled "Friends" on Saturday, September
9th, beginning at 7:00pm. The concert
will feature a variety of popular and
non-secular musical selections. The
concert will be held at the First Uni-
tarian Church at 1815 East Robinson
Street. A five dollar donation is re-
quested. Tapes of the concert will also
be available at the show.

The annual Joy MCC auction will be
held after Sunday worship services at
First Unitarian Church on September
17th and 24th at about 9:00pm. In-
cluded on the auction block will be a
first edition of the famous ground-
breaking lesbian novel, The Well of
Loneliness by Radclyffe Hall. Also
available for bidding will be a Wayne-
sart sculpture.

The Joy MCC AIDS support group is
now meeting each second and fourth
Sunday at the church offices at 1611
Page Street at 10:00am.

For more information on Joy MCC
activities call the church offices at 894-
1081.

-

Licensed Marriage & Family Therapist
Licensed Mental Health Counselor
Nationally Certified Counselor

Lisa A. Smith, M.Ed., P.A.

Suite 450, 157 E. New England Avenue
Winter Park, Florida 32789
(407) 629-6448

KING

TRAVEL SERVICES

WILLIAM EHRIG

Travel Consultant

5090 North Lane, Orlando, FL 32808 ¢ (407) 297-1125
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15 BROADWAY KISSIMMEE, FLORIDA 32741
(407) 846-3212 » 1-800-338-3956  Telex #8100071778

¢ Do You and Your Friend Want A Travel
Counselor in Confidence?

* Would Your Company or Office Want
To Know Who You're Dealing With?

Call Today! Ask For Keith!
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Phone:(407)894—709 7

MAILING Address: PO Box 533446
Orlando. FL 32853

LOCATION: 1036 N. Mills, Orlando
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The Center Opens at 4:00pm Today

Joy MCC 7:15pm * LABOR DAY . Women’s Discussion G
‘ ! Coming Out Discussion Group 7:30pm
Zion AAC 7:00pm The Center is Closed Today Men’s Discussion Gr
Rap Group 7:30pm
Joy MCC 7:15am,
Orange Blossom Bowling Assoc. 9:00pm *
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The Center is Closed Today.
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Zion AAC 7:00pm Healing Circle 8:00pm Joy MCC 7:15am, 7
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Orange Blossom Bowling Assoc. 9:00pm *
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Volunteer Training 7:00pm
PFLAG 8:00p:
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7) 894-7097
Address: PO Box 533446

Orlando. FL 32853 The Center Hours Are:
{: 1036 N. Mills, Orlando Mon.-Friday 1:00pm -

4 5 6 . 7 Zion Prayer’
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LABOR DAY Women’s Discussion Group 7:30pm Courage to Chai
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Rap Group 7:30pm

¥
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Movie Night at The Center Presents:
Ruthless People” 7:30pm

The Center is closed today.

The Center I-!ours Are:
Mon.-Friday 1:00pm~9:00pm

8

Movie Night at The Center Presents:
"Outrageous Fortune”

9

The Center Will Move to its New Location.

7 Zion Prayer 7:00pm

up 7:30pm Courage to Change 8:15pm
p 7:30pm Alan Kasper Bridge Club 7:30pm

0pm * We The People 7:00pm

14 15 16

r()pm # SeaEscape Gay Cruise Sets Sail 7:30pm *
The Center is Closed Today. The Center will be Closed Today.
Today. The Center is Closed Today.
LCN Gathering (Call 273-1825 for
details.) *
am, 7:30pm * 21 22 23
F:s 7:00pm Zion Prayer 7:00pm
oup 7:30 Movie Night at The Center Presents: Backyard Bar-B-Que 4:00pm
foup 7:50pm Alan Kasper Bridge Club 7:30pm "Down and Out in Beverly Hills" 7:30pm
p 7:30pm
- Courage to Change 8:15pm
m We The People 7:00pm

28 29

Movie Night at The Center Presents a
Double Feature: "Divine Madness” and
"Mondo Beyondo" 7:30pm

30

Zion Prayer 7:00pm The Center is closed today.

Alan Kasper Bridge Club 7:30pm

Courage to Change 8:15pm

* Denotes this activity does not occur at

% _ T T BTy
The Center.
-




—_—
CONTACT

3 .

COMMUNITY CONTACT INFORMATION

ACE, Imc. AIDS Coalition
Endowment. Public educational
awareness endeavors, raising funds
for Sharehouse. 422-0935.

AIDS Hotline. Nationwide
up-to-the-minute information.
1-800-342-AIDS.

AID Orlando. Anyone in distress,
including, but not limited to, people
living with ATDS. 648-9161.

AREA. AIDS-related services for all
of Central Florida. 843-4368.

CENTAUR. Central Florida AIDS
Unified Resources. Orlando-based
AIDS support, direct care and
assistance, medical and counseling
referrals, peer counseling groups.
849-1452.

Drug Crisis Center. Immediate
counseling and withdrawal
programs. 425-6611.

doy MCC. Joy Metropolitan
Community Church. A Christian
church open to all denominations
regardless of race, sex or sexual
orientation. 894-1081.

LCN. Loving Committed Network.
Publishes a monthly newsletter, the
"LCN Express", and provides
monthly functions for women. Call
Donna 273-1825.

PFLAG. Parents and Friends of
Lesbians and Gays meet the last
Wednesday of each month at the
Friends Meeting House, 316 Marks
St., Orlando. Write PFLAG, P.O.
Box 141312, Orlando, Florida
32814-1312 for more info.

Rape Crisis Center. Counseling and
emergency assistance. 648-3028.

Trans-Aid. A support service which
provides prevention information
and patient care. Trans-Aid also
networks with other support
services and medical support
groups. Office: 839-0945, Alfredo
Martinez-Garcia: 351-6930, Jim
Gentese: 332-8374.

We Care. A 24-hour suicide
intervention counseling service of-
fered to anyone in a crisis. The
service provides confidential,
professional counseling. Call 628-
1227 or the Teenline at 644-2027.

Victor C. Brown
REALTOR*

@g Merrill Lynch Realty

Real Estate Division

532 S. New York Avenue
Winter Park, FL 32789

(407) 628-1790

(407) 425-6549 After Hours

L
s

5026 Edgewater Dr.

Orlando

_. (407) 291-2399 T
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Inuvestments Inc.

ROBERT H. SHERWOOD
REALTOR®-BROKER SALESMAN

BUS. (407) 896-0196
RES. (407) 423-8850

PATRICIA PALMER .

647-3260
COMMERCIAL LICENSED
RESIDENTIAL INSURED
1 }{

Exterminating
1627 Leeway Ave.

Orlando, FL 32810

THE GROUPIES

GROUPS WHICH APPEAR ON THE CALENDARr

Alan Kasper Bridge Club. A group
of Bridge players gather for a night
of the game.

group is open to anyone who is in
the coming out process.

Courage to Change. A group for
friends and family members of
alcoholics.

GLCS. Gay and |Lesbian
Community Services. Operates Gay
Telephone Hotline for gay peer
counseling. Organizes monthly Gay
Skate Parties. Raises and
distributes funds to other gay
outreach organizations. 843-4297.

Gay Parents Coalition. This group is
for parents who are gay. They meet
the second Wednesday of every
month at 7:30pm. Contact Scott
Alles or Larry Nacastro at 889-
9919.

Healing Circle. A loving gathering of
men and women using Louise Hay’s
principles to promote healing of

Men’s Discussion Group. This group
for men meets Wednesdays.

Movie Night. The Center presents
Friday Night at the Movies each
week. There is no ticket price,
however, refreshments are avail-
able for a donation.

Orange  Blossom  Bowling
Association. Meets Tuesday nights
at Winter Park Bowling Lanes. The
leagues take over the facility fora
fun night of bowling.

Rap Group. A mixed gathering of
men and women, young and old,
discussing a variety topics
concerning the gay community.

‘We The People. A concerned group
of citizens gathered together to
fight for the rights of all citizens.

Women’s Discussion Group. This
group for gay women and lesbians
meets Wednesdays.

Zion AAC. A liturgical, charismatic
church which believes Christ died to
save everyone including lesbians
and gays. -+, ~

gbody and spirit.




7

ONE OBSERVER:

It’s no secret that theatre is alive and
well in Orlando, Florida. I am taken
aback time and time again when I
produce a show with a "gay" theme
and present it at a "gay" theatre, only
to find a whole new group of gay
people who are seeing a live perform-
ance for the first time in their lives.
Don’t these people know we’re sup-
posed to love the theatre and attend it
often?

Well hopefully, we’ve whet some
appetites. Be it known that excellent
theatre abounds right here in Orlan-
do!

Most of us know that Producer Zev
Buffman presents a series of Broad-
way Touring Companies at The Bob
Carr Center for Performing Arts in
Orlando.

The Civic Theatre of Central Flori-
da, touted as being among the nation’s
finest community theatre facilities,
boasts a six-play mainstage season, a
theatre for young people, and a drama
academy. ;

Artistic Director Michael Fortner
has become an artistic, bona fide
cheerleader for The Advancement

THE El

-

THEATRE

Theatre in Central Florida. Michael is
the founder of A Director’s Club,
organized to promote a collaborative
effort among all area theatres, as well
as to lend them all support and assist-
ance.

The Civic, being the most financially
solvent theatre "here-abouts," is most
adept at mounting major musicals
with large casts, elaborate sets and
extensive costuming. The current
production is "Sweeney Todd."

The Mark II Dinner Theatre on
Edgewater Drive is Orlando’s only
theatre which employs members of
the actors’ equity association. The
Mark II, which had gained a reputa-
tion in the past for being "safe” and
"conservative” in its play selection, has
taken some very happy risks this
season producing "Nunsense" and "La
Cage Aux Folles." Currently playing
at the Mark II is "Love, Sex and the
IRS." It runs through September 10.
"The Music Man" will open on Sep-
tember 13.

Valencia Community College, the
University of Central Florida, Rollins
College, and Seminole Community

£ 2) -
GHBORHOO

College all have theatre departments
whose shows incorporate the talents
of area actors, actresses and students.

Under the artistic care of Director
David Clevenger, Mount Dora’s Ice
House Theatre has blossomed from a
small group of local players and thea-
tre groups into a highly respected
organization that attracts actors and
ticket buyers from throughout Central
Florida. "The Boys Next Door" will
open September 22.

The Osceola Players, out Kissimmee
way, opens its Fall season with
"Camelot” on September 8.

The Orlando Theatre Project has
taken on the artistic task of transform-
ing a portion of the abandoned Orlan-
do Utilities Commission Building into
a theatre. Instead of waiting for the
construction crew to renovate the
structure, the group utilized the build-
ings architectural quirks as part of last
years show "A Christmas Carol.”
What have they got up their sleeves
this season?

Finally, near and dear to my heart is
"The Theatre Downtown” which
doesn’t look like a theatre and isn’t

downtown. This group somehow
manages to consistently draw on the
talents of the finest actors and actress-
es that Orlando has to offer. Theatre
Downtown is a personal favorite, not
because it’s better than any other
group, but because it operates in a
manner that allows for risk-taking,
experimentation and production of
newer, unusual, and lesser known
works. In fact, this recipe has become
the hallmark of The Theatre Down-
town. Typical of their style, the con-
troversial "Beirut,” opens September
15. The show is incredibly poignant in
its graphic portrayal of future America
quarantining anyone who tests positive
for the AIDS virus.
Independent producers mount

shows all over Central Florida. The
Calendar section of the Sentinel, has

-up-to-date listings. That is also where

yow’ll find audition information. Now
please be gay and go to a play.

*

P. HOUSE

The Parliament House will be jam
packed with exciting activities Sep-
tember 4, as the popular gay resort
presents its annual Labor Day Luau.

Tropical T-dance................. 2pm-9pm

Caribbean Stars Steel Drum Band (direct from the Virgin Islands). 3:30pm-8:30pm
Limbo contest......cco.errnne.. 4pm

Hula contest........ccovurrevernrunann. Spm

Best tropical attire contest.............coun..... 6pm

Miss Luau contest, parade and floats ($100 cash prize).................. 7pm

Banana eating contest ($50 cash prize). ...........c..... 7:45pm

Tan line contest..... 8:30pm

Polynesian Island Revue (featuring the Footlights Players)................. 9:00pm

ATTENTION ADVERTISERS

“In the Neighborhood" is a column
dedicated to highlighting special
newsworthy activities of businesses
who advertise in The Center Fold.
We are also happy to announce the
happenings of non-profit
organizations. Tne Cenier Fold staff
does not have time to call every group

and business in town each month for
copy. Advertisers and groups must
submit material to Michael Wanzie at
The Center by the second Sunday of
each month. This space is available
free of charge. Call Michael at 894-
7097 for more information.

Ef H

*J't\‘ ;g 9 'I

IRRIGATION DESIGN AND
MAINTENANCE

LANDSCAPING
DESIGN
MAINTENANCE
HOME REPAIRS

our
O e
erVvl €S

682-3230

ASK FOR BRIAN OR KIM

NO JOB TOO LARGE OR TOO SMALL
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JustT ANOTHER lOVE STORY...

By Scott Atkinson
Chapter I: In the Abyss

Bright red and white lights danced in
quick, rhythmic movements, first up-
down then left-right as he floated in
and out of a night-mare. He could
hear sounds: loud trumpets blaring
monotonous cries, aborigines shouting
indiscernible tribal war chants. He
could feel himself being carried away,
but he didn’t know to where, or by
whom, and he was powerless to stop
them. Powerless to stop the torment-
ing pain in his head, his chest, his legs.

"Stop, please stop!” he tried to yell,
but the words came out an inaudible,
muffled groan. Everything was
moving quickly around him just
beyond his range of vision. Hands
touched him, eyes stared down in
wonder at him. He couldn’t push
them away.

Is this hell? He though, Am I really
dead?...

And the world went black.

At first there was nothing. He
seemed to be drifting, floating alone in
a dark empty abyss. There was no
sound, and he felt that, even if he’d
attempted to speak, his voice would
evaporate--no, more like it would be
sucked out into the emptiness like
light being absorbed by a black hole.
He could tell he was moving, not
upward nor downward, more like
outward; his body--but not his
body--his being stretching out in all
directions attempting to fill the abyss.
Trying to overtake the lonely dark-
ness.

A moment--no eternity--had passed
when he began to hear the voices:
strangely familiar voices beckoning
"come". Uncle Dave--great old Uncle
Dave--Granny, cousin Lucey,
and...Jenny! Jenny was here too. He’d
recognized all the voices; all from his
distant past, and all had been dead for

years. All except for Jenny. The sound
of her voice had startled him. She
should have been beside him. She was
beside him just a moment ago--or had
an eternity really passed? He couldn’t
be sure.

Suddenly, without a sound, a star
exploded into existence before him. Its
warm, brilliant white light bathed his
soul in a soothing calm. Staring into it
he found peace and tranquility,
empathy for his pain, though he didn’t
know for what pain the light was
empathizing. He’d suddenly forgotten
about pain and sorrow, if only for the
moment...

Then as suddenly as the pain had
disappeared, he felt it again. Sharp
torrents of pain and agony ripped
through his universe. The voices
faded and the star collapsed until it
had shrunk into a tiny spark.

o o — i ——

Another explosion of searing pain
shattered his new found peace and
then--again--all was dark...

Next Month:
Chapter II: The Truth

ALL INCLUSIVE TRAVEL
& CRUISE CENTER

Your Information Center For Every
Travel Need”

AIRLINESeHOTELS®TOURS
CRUISESeAMTRAK

Official R.S.V.P. representative

7124 Aloma Ave.
Winter Park, Fla. 32792
677-8508

Conveniently located next to
the Flamingo Lounge.

-l

THE
F
LOU

7124 ALOMA
WINTER PARK
Open 7 Days 3-2

677-4299

PROPER ID REQUIRED

1 GO

GE

[FULL LIQUOR LOUNGE

Happy Hour 3-8 pm
MONDAY-FRIDAY

$1.00 Well Drinks/$1.00 Domestic Beer
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LLAS
S

Ella was enthusiastic about her
decision to go back to work. She
danced around the house and into her
bedroom. Ella's mood was lessened
when she searched through her wardrobe.

" 1 would be in style if it was the
sixties." Ella said softly to herself.
Down went one outfit after another.
The blouses, bells and all the polyester.
“I'm goin' shopping first," Ella thought.
The bus was about half full. Ella
stepped on and sat close to the driver.

"Haven't seen you on my bus
before, sweetie." The driver said as he
winked. Ella rolled her eyes and shook
her head.

"You can't speak sweetie?" The
driver asked.

Ella glared at the husky driver.
Returning the glance the driver asked,
"You gotta bee in your bonnet honey?"

"I don't got no bee in my bonnet,
I'm a happy person who ain't named

honey, baby , sweetie or sugar." Ella
said as she pursed her lips and snapped a
finger.

"Calm down, I',m sorry." The driver
said as he pulled the bus into the
station.

Ella was glad the bus ride was over
and looked forward to shopping.
Suddenly she felt a hand on her
shoulder.

"Miss, we got off to a bad start.
What is your name?" The driver said
with a humble look on his face.

"Well, It's Ella."

"Ella, I hope you take my bus
again.”

"Well...I will..Mr?"

"Frank. Ellal gotto go. Sec you
soon, okay?"

Elia smiled.

HELP
FIGHT
PREJUDICE

0By

Meets the first and

third Thursdays
at The Center.

I

A 2R 2 20 20 20 2K 48 B AN ¢

Home of Crlando's
Favcrite Tradition

“wild wednesday”’

25¢ Well Drinks

8 pm - 1 am

TWO SHOWS NIGHTLY

WEDNESDAYS,

FRIDAYS

AND SATURDAYS
1v: 30 P.M. AND MIDNIGHT
HAPPY HOUR
2 - 8 DAILY

OFEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
VALET PARKING ON WED.

375 SOUTH BUMBY

(407) 898-0424

unique effects

collectibles e antiques
stripping ® restorations
search-find-orders

629-5870

425-9982 kathy mutheirn

licensed morigage broker

unique financing
margaref a. davis, broker
hablo esp'eﬁol

805 east washingion si.

orlando. florida 3280! (407) 425-9982

PIANO INSTRUCTION
Intermediate and advanced lessons.
For an audition call: MARTIN
LEPARD (407) 249-1192

FOR SALE/FOR RENT

Weekend Haven. Lovely secluded 2
BR cabin on erystal.clear lake in
Ocala National Forest. Fireplace, priv
beach - only $28,500. Marcia or Sandy,
P.O.Box 187, Cassadega, FL 32706.
Tel(904) 228-2894.



A FINE DINING ESTABLISHMENT

“Darn near perfect dining”

ORLANDO SENTINEL DINING REVIEW

249 W.S.R. 436
Altamonte Springs
In The Village Shoppes
(Two Blocks W. of I-4)

LUNCH: MON. - SAT. 11:00-2:00
DINNER: MON. - SAT. 5:30-10:00

Reservations Suggested

(407) 862-1668




HEALI G
WORK:-
SHOP

A workshop based on the New York
Times best selling book by Louise L.
Hay, "You Can Heal Your Life," will
be held September 23 and 24 at the
Holiday Inn at 5750 Lake Willisara
Circle.

The workshop was developed by
Louise L. Hay, internationally re-
nowned metaphysical teacher, lecturer
and author.

The workshop has allowed thou-
sands of people to make positive
changes in their lives. It will be taught
by one of the associate teachers from
the Hay’s Institute.

In addition to the instructions pre-
sented by the workshop teacher, par-
ticipants will experience Louise on
videotape as she personally presents
the basic points of her philosophy. "If
you are willing to do the mental work,
almost anything can be healed."-
Louise L. Hay.

Registration fee is $150 and the
deadline for registration is September
12,

SIG

OVING

The Center will be in the process of

relocating on September 9 and 10.
We will be moving all our treasures
and sure could use a helping hand or
two or three. We also need a truck.
We appreciate your support.

CONCERT

E

Sign Language I is a twelve week
course in signing for communicating
with hearing impaired individuals.
The class instructor, Robert Reynolds,
will meet from 7pm to 9pm Wednes-
day evenings beginning September 20.
The course is based on the book "Sign
Language Made Simple," by Edgar D.
Lawrence. It is available at local
bookstores ($12). The purchase of the
book is helpful, but not a prerequisite
for the class.

Don’t forget the "Sensible Pamps”
concert at Key Largo on September
14. This is a great professional all-
female Rock and Rollin® Rhythm and
Blues Band. Tickets are $5.00 at Key
Largo. What a way to start your
Cruise Weekend! As always, gay
gentlemen are always

welcame at Key Largo.

DIET

The Diet and Nutrition Class is
reemerging at The Center. The first
"new" meeting will be held Wednes-
day, September 20 at 9:00 pm.

For those who participated in the
previous class the program proved to
be most beneficial. Center Coordina-
tor Michael Wanzie lost a total of 26
1/2 pounds and maintains his weight
loss because of helpful nutritional
hints learned from the class.

Betsy, the facilitator for the course,
uses recipes, nutrition and motivation i
to help participants reach their goals.
Aside from diet, Betsy discusses nutri-
tional topics such as salts, fats, good
calories and bad calories, giving par-
ticipants the necessary information to
reach and maintain their goals.

A

ULTI-

COLORED
FORU

44 P
eople of Color," a discussion

group catering to the minority portion
of the homosexual community, will
begin meeting at The Center Wednes-
day, September 20 at 8:00 pm. This
group for gay minorities will have
structured meetings. Topics of particu-
lar interest to the group will be dis-
cussed and the group will host guest
speakers, forums and panel discus-
sions. "People of Color" will be hosted
by Johnny Stewart Jr.

quote

How are men and women to think
about their maleness and femaleness
in this twentieth century, in which so
many of our old ideas must be made
new?"

44

--Margaret Mead
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The center of Florida’s gay life

120 Newly Decorated Powerhouse Disco
Rooms overlooking
the pool of lake Foodfghts Theote
5 Acres of Private P;Qno Bar
nghted Porkmg Doyume Pooi Bar
Levx/Leother Bar M:dmte News
Cemropiex Bar Blue Parro(
Troptcoi Pool _A” Deco Shop
4- : )
Sundoy Tea Dance Garzdexjjoégfe
$190+tax/ 1wk
$ 320+tax/2wks
i double or single

ONDAY | WED
NS TUESDAY  VESDay
&3}‘056! 9 PMIo 1 AM .- ;ig"“’"

AR WAL 104 BAR 1 ¢
DAR HI-DALLS $1 ol S
L et AL
TH
9 Py 1o ,AAMVL $FR|DA 4
25 < SATURDAYZ. RL Ak

BAR Hi.p ¢ T DANCE
$1 CO[/ . ALLS R LlVE b fh! bOHS
6 be?ecc,)”ds A\ SHOWS  ~, 758 gqobeer

NN

410 N. ORANGE BLOSSOM TRAIL s ORLANDO, FL 32805
(407) 425-7571
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