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Don’t expect to be read-
ing a mewsletter from The
Center this month, or any

Typists and Proofreaders
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succeeding months: For that
catapiller known as the Center’s
newsletter has emerged from its
cocoon as a community news
magazine published by Orlan-
do’s Gay and Lesbian Commu-
nity Center.

The Center Fold staff has
been busy planning this trans-
formation and the hard work
and determination by everyone
involved is evident in the
magazine’s layout and content.
As we learn and progress, and
with the suggestions by you,
our readers, we will continue to
deliver a quality publication.
With the help of the won-
derful women at P-onin Press,
Inc., The Center Fold has iound
a new printer. Our new maga-
zine in its tabloid size, is print-
ed by Oviedo Press, iocated in
Oviedo, Florida. The profes-
sional staff at Oviedo Press is
working with The Cenizr Fold
staff to ensure a high standard
of quality for printing, photo-
graphs and additional colors.
Our content has been de-
partmentalized into several
major sections to make the
magazine a better reference
guide.

As always, your questions,
comments, criticisms and good
jokes are welcome, so keep in
touch! You may write to The
Center Fold at 4211 Winford
Circle, Orlando, Florida, 32809;
or call The Center at 894-7097
or Eriq (editor) at 839-4976 for
more informatio
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The Center Fold is printed by
Oviedo Press

The views expressed in The
Center Fold may not necessarily
represent the views of The
Center, its newsletter, or iis
editors. Advertisers who appear
in :his publication are not
necessarily gay-owned or oper-
ated. For more¢ information
concerning The Center Fold,
call or write: The Center Fold.
4211 Winford Circle, Orlando,
FL 32809. Phone: (407) 894-
7097 or Eriq Poff at (407) 839-
4976.

Deadline

The deadline for submitting
material for The Center Fold is
always the second Sunday of
each month. Any materials
submitted after that day will be
held for the next month, except
for dated material which may
be discarded. If you would like
your original submissions re-
turned to you please indicate as
such on your material.

Editor,

As your disclaimer says,
"The views expressed in The
Center Fold may not necessarily
represent the views of The
Center...,"” why would you give
front page coverage to a non
Lesbian/Gay issue?

I don’t see it as a
Lesbian/Gay issue because
neither group is out indiscrimi-
nately copulating and creating
either both wanted or unwanted
pregnancies and if society were
unjustifiably.criticizing us for
our behavior (we felt), then it
may be a lesbian/gay issue!

There certainly may be
women in the Lesbian commu-
nity, and gay men as well for
that matter, who strongly be-
lieve that it is a woman’s rights
issue. Here, then, is the crux of
the dispute - a woman’s rights

1

vs. human rights or, stated

10 THE

differently, pro-life vs. pro-
choice.

How do we, as lesbian
women and gay men, justify
condoning the process of abor-
tion which dramatically termi-
nates all of the unborn person’s
rights when we complain that
society misunderstands us and
unfairly treats us accordingly?
We dearly respect our right to
live according to how our
hearts lead us and we tell socie-
ty so by being openly lesbian
and gay and proud of it.
Why don’t we respect the rights
of the unborn?

Society is not criticizing the
lesbian/gay community for all
of the abortions we’re creating;
therefore it shouldn’t command
front page coverage in a publi-
cation designed to keep the
lesbian/gay community in-

EDITOR

formed about issues which more
directly affect us. In no way
do I want to downplay the
importance of the abortion
issue, but I wonder why no one
gets excited about planning Gay
Pride Week events or other
positive demonstrations to
society on our behalf, but
would rather boycott a product
tied to someone’s defense of
unborn children’s right to life
itself?

Keith L. Brown




Dear LCN:

As in any conflict, there is
always the spark and the target.
We at The Center would like to
remove ourselves as the target
by acknowledging the fact that
LCN will always be a women-
only organization. We applaud
this group and truly believe
many women do need a women-
only space. We have no inten-
tion to attempt to undermine
your organization, and con-
versely will continue to perpet-
uate your organization through
word of mouth, referrals, and
advertisement of your events.
Your organization of the
women in the area has been
terrific!

We at The Center will con-
tinue to open our doors to all
gay men and women in our
community. We will continue
to offer meetings, rap sessions,
socials, counselings and heal-
ings. We will continue to offer
events to the community that
are bar alternatives. And we
will continue to welcome
anyone who seeks the above
services, regardless of color,
sex, race, creed or sexual orien-
tation.

Pam Barry
Vice-President and Secretary

Editors note:

The above letter was submitted
to "The LCN Express" and is
reproduced here for the purpose
of stating The Center’s com-
mitment to all members and
groups in the gay community.
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The Annual Elections for
the Board of Diirectors for The
Center are history. The votes
are recorded, and the new
Board will be installed shortly.
What can’t be recorded is the
lack of participation from the
most vocal and critical group in
the community - the women.

Generally in society, the
most vocal group tends to create
havoc, call attention to imperti-
nent issues, and stir up unrest.
There is usually a reason for
this, either to gain control or to
create a cover-up or smoke-
screen - something to hide
behind. I can only surmise the
reason is the latter, for none
from this brave group came
forward. No one wants to play
a major role in providing
opportunities for our communi-
ty. No one seemingly wants to
be a positive part of the grow-
ing community of Gay men and
women.

Besides being so disappoint-
ing, it is a symptom of the
sickness that overcomes society.
So many people complain,
create events, and point fingers,
while so few work feverishly to
chisel out a safe place for the
others - those same others who
do nothing but complain, etc.
This sickness can be seen in
politics and in the everyday
workplace. There will always be
this division - these talkers and
doers. For me, it’s real disap-
pointing to find this sickness in
our community.

Perhaps all of us are not
sophisticated enough to see the
trees through the smoke. But
they are there. Unity, and only
unity, will dissipate the smoke.
And with the smoke gone, our
community will be a strong,
whole, one. We have a dream,
here at The Center. We see the
light at the end of the tunnel
of homophobia. And nothing
will alter our path to that light.

Pam Berry
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A Message From
We The People

WARNING: Another session
of the Florida Legislature is
upon us! Although most people
find politics and legalese to be
incredibly boring, it’s important
for us to keep track of what’s
going on in Tallahassee. This
year legislative bills are likely
to be introduced pertaining to
AIDS testing and treatment,
hate crime against minority
groups, lewd and lascivious
laws, and privacy rights in the
state of Florida.

Since the span between the
time a bill is proposed, and
when it comes to a vote is often
only a matter of days, we must
be ever vigilant. Follow the
process daily in the Orlando
Sentinel, nightly on Channel 24,
and weekly in The Weekly
News. In addition I’'ll try to
keep information posted at the
Center on issues we should be
concerned about.

If you hear of any proposals
that affect our community,
immediately contact your repre-
sentatives in Tallahassee and let
them know how you feel about
it. Remember a single vote
could make the difference
between life and liberty or
sickness and discrimination.
Your response is important, If
you need addresses or phone
numbers for your State Senator
or Representative contact your
county Voter Registration
Office or phone me in the
evenings at 880-8340 and I will
be happy to provide you with
that information. Thank you
for your support.

Jim Ford

Gay And Lesbian Political
Caucus

We The People

M. Alice Wareham, M.A.
Florida Licensed Mental Health Counselor

Resolutions for your concerns through
discoveries, insights and new paths.

3

Crealde Mall, Suite 129

(407) 657-9669

2431 Aloma Avenue Winter Park, FL 32792
Evenings and Saturdays by appointment
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Gay Pride Week will be
celebrated June 19th-26th with
an array of special events
including entertainment, fel-
fowship and politics.

Orlando Gay Pride Week,
initiated in 1979 as a annual
picnic, was expanded three
years ago into a week-long
festival celebrating the broad
?pfectrum of Central Florida gay
ife.

Gay Community Services,
which began the original picnic,
plays a significant role in
coordinating the week, together
with a coalition of gay and
lesbian organizations including
The Center, Loving Committed
Network and We the People.
Meetings have been held regu-
larly since the start of the year.

"It’s definitely a headache
getting people together to make
decisions six months in ad-
vance,” said GCS President
David Bain in a recent inter-
view, "but it’s worth it. It’s a
pleasure to see the different
groups working together."

Bain says this Pride Week is
a pivotal one for Orlando’s gay
and lesbian community. "There
has been a trend toward partic-
ipating in community events
over the last several years.
Pride Week has always been
accepted, but this year it will
be expected as well."

In addition to bringing the
gay and lesbian community
together, the celebration has a
significant economic impact,
Bain notes. "Businesses in
Orlando are beginning to
recognize our clout. And many
of the participating organiza-
tions make a profit from Pride
Week events that helps them
pursue their goals."

Center coordinator Michael
Wanzie hopes this year’s empha-
sis on planning will pay off
with "one of the most well
organized celebrations of gay
life we’ve ever had in Orlando.”
The Center is the site of Pride
Week planning meetings on the
third Sunday of each month.

For many, a highlight of the
week will be the Gay Pride
Picnic to be held the final
Sunday afternoon of pride

OFF THE PRESS
Gay Pride Week Plans Underway

week at Lake Whippoorwill
Resort, near Orlando Interna-
tional Airport. Bain describes
the picnic as "a time for people
to come out with their families"
in a festive, non-political
atmosphere.

Last year nearly 900 people
attended the picnic, which in
keeping with tradition, will be
closed to television cameras and
news photographers again this
year. Activities and food will
be sponsored by numerous
organizations.

On Saturday, We the People
plans a rally in support of gay
and lesbian rights at Lake Eola
Park. Charlene Charres, Talla-
hassee lobbyist for The Florida
Task Force, has agreed to
address the rally, for which
permits have already approved
by the city. Spokesman Jim
Ford of We the People stresses
the need to "make a political
statement” by attending the
rally.

"GCS and The Center are
not-for-profit groups and
cannot endorse political causes,"
said Ford. "Our group has no
restrictions on what we can 'do.
In organizing the rally, we are
providing an outlet for people
to show that Orlando gays and
lesbians are a force to be
reckoned with."

Several events will provide
artistic highlights. On Tuesday,
a gay themed film will debut at
the Enzian theatey in conjunc-
tion with Pride Week. The
Enzian will alsp be the site of
the gala debut of "On Tina
Tuna Walk,” by noted gay
playwright John Glines. This
acclaimed production has
previously been seen only in
New York and Los Angeles.
(The production will play the
Parliament House stage for
three nights following the
premiere.)

A women’s concert scheduled
for Friday is being coordinated
by LCN. When contacted for
this article, Donna Coleman of
LCN declined comment.

Saturday night will be given
over to a Celebration of Gay
and Lesbian Nightlife. Area
nightspots and other businesses

catering to the community have
agreed to offer special dis-
counts to invividuals purchas-
ing advance tickets to Pride
Week events. Each nightspot
will observe Pride Week festivi-
ties in it’s own unique style.

A family-style potluck
dinner is scheduled for Thurs-
day night at site to be an-
nounced. Plans call for the pot
luck to be an alcohol-free event
with "open mike" performances.
The Center will have an open
house cocktail party following
the dinner.

Plans for an AIDS vigil were
still forming at presstime,
according to Jeff Cushett of
Centaur. Metropolitan Commu-
nity Church Chaplain Jimmy
Brock said the church would
definitely hold a memorial
service as part of their regular
service during Pride Week.

Bain expessed hopes that
Pride Week will continue to
grow and spawn other events
throughout the year. "I'm
hoping that soon once a year
will not be enough. We should-
n’t have to wait that long. We
are just normal people out,
that’s what we are showing
Orlando”
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The 14th National Confer-
ence on Men and Masculinity
sponsored by the National
Organization for Changing Men
(NOCM) is scheduled to be held
in Pittsburgh, starting May 31.

Workshops dealing with
personal growth, consciousness
raising, activism and communi-
ty building with the men’s
movement are planned. The
program will include a rich and
diverse arts schedule that
includes music performances by
Gary Lapow, Michael Callen,
and Romanovsky and Phillips,
among others. A number of
poets will include a variety of
meh reflecting on sexuality, the
environment, race and class.
Dance, theater, and art exhibi-

§ tions will also be featured.

Men’s Conference To Be Held In May

Conference participants wil
be invited to participate in
rally calling for an end to rap
and the battering of women
homophobia and anti-gay vic
lence, as well as racism an
militarism.

Another activity planned i
The First National Men’s Stud
ies Meeting. Sponsored by th
Men’s studies association, schol
ars will gather to share ideas o
teaching and research in th
field of gender studies.

The conference is scheduled
to take place on the Campus o
Chatham College in Pittsburgt
For general information, pleas
call (412)-371-8007.




T

;.C 3
‘('.._.

HERE THERE

The music flows from the
primitive, sensual rhythms of a
synthesizer to the madrigal
tones of a harpsichord. The
dancers move with lithesome
grace and athletic agility from
classical ballet to modern,
innovative dance.

It’s eclectic. It’s exhilarating.
It’s exciting. It’s repertory . ..
And the Southern Ballet Thea-
tre, Orlando’s professional
dance company, will be per-
forming it with style in their
upcoming Spring Repertory
Program, "The Heights of
Spring.”

Performances will be held at
the Carr Performing Arts
Center, 401 W. Livingston
Street, on Friday, May 19, at
8p.m. and Saturday, May 20 at 1
p-m. Ticket information is
available by
calling the SBT office at (407)
893-3900.

According to SBT artistic
director Barbara Riggins, the
repertory program offers "a
little something for everyone."
All pieces are original works,
and most will be accompanied
by live music. The program
consists of five ballets:

"Woodhue," a modern ballet
fantasy depicting "the cyles of
life," is choreographed by SBT’s
own Lesley Brasseux and
accompanied by primitive
sensual, Afro-Brazilian Music.
The original score is written for
the synthesizer and performed
by Orlando real estate market-
ing consultant Robert Cardwell.

"Yes, Virginia, Another
Piano Ballet!" is a satire choreo-
graphed by Peter Anastos,
nationally known artistic direc-
tor of New Jersey’s Garden
State Ballet. Pianist Kathy
Lavendar of Mt. Dora will play

the mazurkas, preludes, etudes
and waltzes of Frederick
Chopin to accompany the
dancers.

"Primary Dance," choreo-
graphed by SBT’s Russell
Sultzbach and performed to the
music of Camille Saint-Saies, is
an athletic, energetic tour de
force performed by the entire
company and accompanied by

the SBT Chamber Players, a
septet consisting of violins,
cello, viola bass, trumpet and
piano. This number premiered

at last year’s repertory concert

and is back "by popular de-
mand" according to Riggins.
Inspired by Orlando’s

renewed interest in the arts,
"Balleto Coralle" is an Italian
Renaissance piece choreo-
graphed by Barbara Rigging. It
is performed to madrigals (14th

century to present day) sung by

Southern Ballet Theatre Plans For Spring

the Rollins College Camerata
Singers, under the direction of
Dr. John Sinclair. Musicians
playing the recorder, flute,
harpsichord and guitar also will
be featured.

*The Hearts’s Death,” chore-
ographed by Jan Gross -- who
has traveled and studied with
the American Ballet Theatre,
the Royal Ballet and the Na-
tional Ballet of Israel - is
performed by three couples to a
prerecorded version of "Adagio
for Strings" by Samuel Barber.
Based on Norse mythology, the
work depicts the final struggle
between good and evil. Gross,
an industrial designer in Orlan-
do, i1s also designing the set,
costumes and lighting for this
work.

The Southeastern debut of
John Glines’ off broadway hit
"On Tina Tuna Walk" will
premiere at the Enzian Theatre
in Maitland, on June 19, for
one night only.

The live theatrical presenta-
tion is being produced as a
benefit by and for The Center,
as the official kick-off of the
local celebration of National
Gay Pride Week.

John Glines, author of the
play, founded the Glines Thea-
tre of New York City in 1976
as an organization devoted to
creating and presenting gay art
in order to develop positive self
images and dispel negative
stereotyping. The Glines Thea-
tre launched "Torch Song Trilo-
gy" and "As Is."

On a local level, Michael
Wanzie, who will be starring in
"On Tina Tuna Walk," has
written and produced "David’s
Time," "Forbidden Kingdom"
and "Monorail Inferno," all

three showcasing gay characters
in a positive light.

In cooperation with The
Center, Michael was to produce
a revival of "David’s Time" for
Gay Pride Week, but having
met John Glines on.a recent
trip to New York, decided to
call on him and successfully
negotiated the rights for "On
Tina Tuna Walk."

This exclusive Central
Florida production of the latest
Glines hit will be a first for
audiences outside of New York
and Los Angelos.

Paul Wegman, "Miss P." of
Parliament House fame and an
accomplished local actor ("The
Elephant Man," "Bent" and "A
Christmas Carol"), will direct as
well as star (in drag) in the
show.

Wegman and Wanzie have
long established a successful
working relationship. The two
have appeared on stage together
in "The Importance of Being

John Glines’ “On Tina Tuna Walk” On The
Orlando Stage For Gay Pride Week

Earnest,” "Marat Sade" and
"Forbidden Kingdom." Wanzie
directed Wegman in "Kingdom"
and Wegman directed Wanzie in
"David’s Time." The formula
seems to work.

Sprinkle in a dash of John
Glines and some champagne,
and you have the recipe for a
wonderful evening of theatre.

Tickets cost $12.50 per
person, and include a gala
champagne reception immedi-
ately following the show.

The availability is extremely
limited. For reservations contact
Michael Wanzie at The Center,
894-7097, or bring your check-
book to "La Cage aux Folles" at
the Mark Two Dinner Theater
on May 19, as tickets for "On
Tina Tuna Walk" go on sale
that evening,
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Performance
May 19

at

The Mark Il

call 894-7097

for details.
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, A Vacation

Destination With Adventure

Story by Travel Consultant, Bill

The Bahamas have long been
a favorite vacation spot for
Floridians, and now it’s better
than ever in the Bahamas. A
country of beautiful beaches,
clear waters, and friendly peo-
ple, the Bahamas consist of over
700 islands and cays.

A dazzling combination of
sun, sand, and water makes this
the perfect place for outdoor
sports, both in the water and on
land. With underwater caves,
sunken ships, and incredible
marine life, the Bahamas are
one of the world’s best locations
for scuba diving and snorkel-
ing. You may also find water
skiing, wind surfing, and
parasailing. It’s also a great
place for fishing, where you
can easily charter a fishing
boat from one of many marinas.

A country rich in history,the
Bahamas were discovered by
Columbus in 1492 when he set
foot on the island of San
Salvador. Eleutheran Adventur-
ers settled here about 100 years
later and eventually the
Bahamas became a colony under
the British Crown. During the
American Revolution, Loyalists
settled here seeking the protec-
tion of the Crown. Confederate
blockade runners used the
island as a haven during the
American Civil War, and after-
wards a number of Southerners
moved to the Bahamas. In 1973,
The Common Wealth of The
Bahamas became an independ-
ent sovereign nation within The
Commonwealth of Nations.

One interesting way to
experience more of the Baha-
mas is the "People to People"
program, where you’ll meet
warm and genial Bahamians

Ehrig

who want to show you another
side of Bahamian life. Hun-
dreds of these hospitable volun-
teers have been designated by
the ministry of Tourism as
special, personal hosts to you
and your family. Your hosts
enjoy sharing with you those
things that most visitors never
even hear about. They might
accompany you for tea at

Government House, hosted by
the wife of the Governor
General, or they can help you
explore the islands lesser-known
treasures.

Each island of The Bahamas
has its own distinct personality
and are close enough together
for you to visit more than one.
In Nassau and Freeport, you
can see the sights by taxi,
bicycle, or horse drawn surrey.
Sightseeing can be arranged
with tour drivers who are
"Bahama Hosts" throughout the
islands. A Bahama host is a
professional guide who knows
Bahamian history and culture,
and who would be pleased to
share local fact and folklore
with you.

The Family Island, consist-
ing of Abaco, Andros, Bimini,
Eleuthera, Exuma, and others,
offer tranquil serenity in an
unspoiled setting. The crystal
clear waters are perfect for
scuba diving and snorkeling.
You will find excellent fishing
here, and well equipped marina
facilities offer charter parties
and boat rentals.
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Home of Orlando's
Favcrite Tradition

“wild wednesday”

¢ Well Drinks 8 pm 1 am

TWO SHOWS NIGHTLY
WEDNESDAYS, FRIDAYS
AND SATURDAYS
10: 30 P.M. AND MIDNIGHT

HAPPY HOUR
2 - 8 DAILY

OFEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
VALET PARKING ON WED.

375 SOUTH BUMBY (407) 898-0424

Top Ten Dance Hits of
Orlando's Hottest Gay Clubs

Parliament House Top Ten

Artist

Title

1.Like A Prayer Madonna

2.Big Fun Inner City
3.Robocop Sleeze Boys

4 Mega Beats Vol.III Various Artists
5.Change Blow

6.Fading Away Will To Power
7Make My Body Rock Jamanda

8.Bad Boy You Radiorama

9.1 Only Wanna Be With You
10.Heaven Knows

Samantha Fox
When In Rome

Key Largo Top Ten Artist

Erasure
Erasure
Madonna
Paula Abdul
Jody Watley

1.Chains Of Love
2.A Little Respect
3.Like A Prayer
4.Straight Up
5.Real Love

6.The Only Way Is Up Yazz
7.Funky Cold Medina Tone Loc
8.Wild Thing Tone Loc

Rick Astley
Peter Schilling

9.Giving Up On Love
10.The Different Story

Artist

Southern Nights Top Ten

1.Like A Prayer Madonna
2.Good Life Inner City
3.Heaven Knows When In Rome
4.Tell Me The Reason Alan Barry

5.1 Only Wanna Be With You Samantha Fox
6.Have In Mind Cetu Javu
7.Stop! Erasure
8.Jack To The Sound Hithouse
9.Stand Up For Your Love Rights  Yazz

10.Round And Round New Order
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Power House:Food and Community News

Story by Bill Ehrig

For the past seven years The
Power House in Winter Park
has served its clientele in an
open and non-homophobic
atmosphere. A restaurant and
shop serving primarily natural
foods, juices and frozen yogurt,
The Power House also serves as
a forum for sharing informa-
tion regarding community
events and issues.

Owner Saviz Shafaie has
been an active participant in

several activist groups includ-
ing We The People, Gay
Community Services and Peace
Works Orlando. Saviz believes
that sharing information is
supportive of our community
and such information is avail-
able at The Power House. Items
for sale at the shop include T-
shirts, buttons and bumper
stickers. "More political action
is needed on a variety of issues,
gay and non gay", says Saviz.

Telephone (305) 843-8390

9611:('1/ ﬂ .%(Ill

Attorney At Law

?Aler

617 E. Washington St. Suite 3
P.O. Box 922
Orlando, Florida 32802

In a move to become more
environmentally responsible, the
shop is in the process of con-
verting items such as cups and
plates to recyclable products.

The Power House menu has
been expanded to include a
greater variety of natural
juices, sandwiches, yogurt
shakes, frozen yogurt and
smoothies. A variety of herb
teas are also available for sale.
Most items on the menu include

R&R BUSINESS SERVICES

Accounting, Taxes & Payroll

530 E. CENTRAL BLVD. 843-1805
ORLANDO, FL 32801 843-1809

RONALD G. LAURIA

>

a calorie count.

Saviz welcomes members of
the community to share any
information they may have
about upcoming events and
activities; such information
would be made available to
anyone visiting The Power
House.

ALL INCLUSIVE TRAVEL
& CRUISE CENTER

Your Information Center For Every
Travel Need"

AIRLINESeHOTELSeTOURS
CRUISESeAMTRAK

7124 Aloma Ave.
Winter Park, Fla. 32792
677-8508

Conveniently located next to
the Flamingo Lounge.

Official R.S.V.P. representative

THE
F 1 GO
LOU GE

7124 ALOMA
WINTER PARK
Open 7 Days 3-2

677-4299

PROPER ID REQUIRED

FULL LIQUOR LOUNGE

Happy Hour 3-8 pm
MONDAY-FRIDAY

$1.00 Well Drinks/$1.00 Domestic Beer

Free 30-minute
personal financial
consultation

Keith L. Brown
Personal Financial Planner

IDS Financial Services Inc.
Bus. (407) 839-0433

An Amenican Fxpress company

R

© 1988 IDS Financial Corporation
All rights reserved.




THE GROUPIES

Alan Kasper Bridge Club. A
group of Bridge players of
varying skill levels gathers for
a night of the game.

Coming Out Discussion Group.
A group designed to deal with
the pains and pleasures o
coming out. This group is open
to anyone who is in the coming
out process.

Courage to Change. A group for
friends and family members of
alcoholics.

GCS. Gay Community Services.
Operates Gay Telepione Hot-
line for gay peer counseling.
Organizes monthly Gay Skate
Parties. Raises and distributes
funds to other gay outreach
organizations. Also organizes
yearly Gay Pride Week. 843-
4297.

Healing Circle. A loving gather-
ing of men and women using
Louise Hay’s principles to
promote healing of body and
spirit.

LCN. Loving Committed
Network. Publishes a monthly
newsletter, the "LCN Express",
and provides monthly functions
for women. 290-9443

Men’s Discussion Group. Meets

ednesdays. Gay men come
together to discuss a variety of
topics pertaining to men.

Moonlight Bowling. Late-night
bowling at its best. This group
meets at the Winter Park Bowl!
America Lanes.

unique homes

& investments, inc.

margaret a davis,
broker
hablo espafiol

805 east washingion street
orlando. florida 32801

oeaton®

Rap Group. A mixed gathering
of men and women, young and
old, discussing a variety of
topics concerning the gay
community.

Trans-Aid and Friemds. A group
of people infected with or
affected by AIDS. The group
discusses a variety of topics of
direct concern to those in-
volved. The atmosphere is posi-
tive and uplifting for the
healing benefit of all.

We the People. A concerned
groug of citizens gathered
together to fight for the rights
of all citizens.

Women’s Discussion Group.
Meets Wednesdays. Gay women
and lesbians of the community
gather to discuss amny topic
which pertains to women’s
issues and the community at
large,

Zion A.A.C. A liturgical, char-
ismatic church which believes
that Christ died to save every-
one including lesbians and gay
men.

Movie Night. The Center
presents Friday Night at the
Movies each week. There is no
ticket price, however, refresh-
ments are available for a dona-
tion.

Orange Blossom Bowling Asso-
clation. Meets Tuesday nights at
Winter Park Bowling Lanes.
The leagues take over the facil-
ity for a fun night of bowling.

0: 407-425-9982
h: 407-629-5870

805 easl washinglon sl.
orlando. florida 32801

licensed morigage broker

l unique financing

margaret a. davis, broker
hablo espanol

(407) 425-9982

ERA

Exterminating

1627 Leeway Ave.
Orlando, FL 32810
N ——

COMMERCIAL
RESIDENTIAL

PATRICIA PALMER
647-3260

LICENSED
INSURED

530 E. CENTRAL BLVD.
ORLANDO, FL 32801

RONALD G. LAURIA

R&R BUSINESS SERVICES
Accounting, Taxes & Payroll

843-1805
843-1809

22)

CE, Inc. AIDS Coalition
Endowment. Public educational
wareness endeavors, raising
funds for Sharehouse. 422-0935

AIDS Hotline. Nationwide
lup-to-the-minute information.
1-800-342-AIDS.

AID Orlando. Anyone in Dis-
ress, including, but not limited
to, people living with AIDS.
Emergency assistance to anyone
in the community in need. 648-
9161

AREA. AIDS-related services
for all of Central Florida. 843-
4368.

CENTAUR. Central Florida
AIDS Unified Resources.
Orlando-based AIDS support,
direct care and assistance,
medical and counseling refer-
rals, peer counseling groups.
849-1452.

Drug Crisis Center. Immediate
counseling and withdrawal
programs. 425-6611.

Joy MCC. Joy Metropolitan
Community Church. A Chris-
tian church open to all denomi-
nations regardless of race, sex
or sexual orientation.

C-ONT-AC-T

PFLAG. Parents and Friends of
Lesbians and Gays met the last
Wednesday of each month at
the Friends Meeting House, 316
Marks St., Orlando. This group
was formed to provide a sup-
port system for families and
friends of lesbians and gays in
their effort to understand,
accept and support their chil-
dren and friends with love and
pride. Write PFLAG, P.O.Box
141312, Orlando, Florida 32814-
1312 for more information.

Rape Crisis Center. Counseling
and emergency assistance. 648-
3028.

Trans-Aid. A support service
which provides prevention
information (prophylactics,
seminars, facts on AIDS) and
patient care (transportation,
group support meetings, train-
ing on self-care). Trans-Aid also
networks with other support
services and medical support
groups. Office: 839-0945, Alfre-
do Martinez: 351-6930, Jim
Gentese: 332-8374.

We Care. A 24-hour suicide
intervention counseling service
offered to anyone in a crisis.
The service provides confiden-
tial, professional counseling.
Call 628-1227 or the Teenline at

644-2027.
8
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COMMONITY

CALENDAR

May 1. C.H.I.L.D. (Children Have Interested Loving Dads) Meets on 3rd floor
of the Orlando Public Library 7:00pm. Call 851-2289 for more information.

May 2. (and every Tuesday) The all lesbian softball team, sponsored by the
Garden Cafe, plays at the Pat Walker Women’s League at Lorna Doone Park
7:30pm. Call Donna 273-1825 or Frogger 889-0895.

"Person to Person Rap Group" for those with addictive behavior and HIV and
AIDS concerns 7:30pm. Sponsored by AREA, 647-2765.

May 4. ASP(AIDS Service Providers) 1:00pm in the Oak room of the Orlando
Public Library. 839-0945.

Rap Group for HIV+, friends and support person at the Hope and Help Center,
1815 E. Robinson, Suite 3. 8%94-1992.

May S (and every Friday). Codependents Anonymous. A 12-step Support group
for Gay & Lesbian co-dependent behavior. 7:30pm 1500 Lee Rd. Suite 200.
Call Penny 628-8459.

May 7. Young Feminists Meeting (under age 30) 6:00pm. 281-8823.

May 13. Clients, Friends, Family and loved ones meet. Sponsored by AREA,
647-2765.

"The Power Within" ZtTMual healing arts festival. 8:00am-6:00pm at the
University of Tampa. (813) 251-0289-or (407) 425-5766.

May 16. ACLU (American Civil Liberties Union) Meets on 3rd floor of the
Orlando Public Library 7:30pm.

May 17. NOW (National Organization for Women) Orlando chapter meets
7:15pm 647 N. Mills Ave., upstairs. 898-4227.

May 25-29, Sixth Annual Southern Women’s Music and Comedy Festival. Held
in the northeast Georgia mountains.

May 27. Tricycle Grand Prix. 12:00 noon at the Parliament House to raise
money for the St. Elizabeth House. Sponsored by Tom of the Garden Cafe with
support from the Conquistadors, MC. 425-1546.

May 30. Kick-off for Hank’s Bar month-long "Thirty Party,” a fundraiser for
various community groups including The Center. 291-2399.

To have your community group or function added to the Community Calender,
call Scott Lang at 425-5766.
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"THE EIGHBORHOOD

Carol and Dottie of Pront —
Press, Inc. have been quiet, but - Dan Cochran
enthusiastic supporters of our 677-4299
community’s needs for many A
years. Aside from the usual

contributions, the two have
provided printing services for
Joy Metropolitan Community

Church, Loving Committed 5026 Edgewater Dr.
Network, Gay Community

Services and The Center, always Telephone (407) 677-8508 Orlando
at cost, and many times free of 7124 Aloma Ave., Winter Park, Fl., 32792 (407) 291-2399

~TRA EL° CRUISE

charge. The little shop at 742 N.
Mills Ave. has been used and
misused by our community as a
telephone message service, a
package drop-off and pick-up
site, and a community mail box
number; yet, a smile and a
welcome continue to be extend-
ed to everyone who benefits
from the generosity of these
two fine women.

As The Center Fold has
grown, Dottie & Carol were
instrumental in helping us find
a newsprint publishing company
in order to defray printin
costs, as well as accomodate ou
new format. For that, and fo
everything they’ve done over
the years we offer our thanks
and best wishes. '

Once again we at The
Center would entreat member
of our community to make a
conscious effort to suppor
those who support us. Carol and
Dottie’s financial impact on
lesbian and gay organization
has been far from small and the
giving continues. Let us remem-
ber to give in return. Does you
present printer support th
community? Is your printer
sensitive to lesbian and ga
issues and lifestyles? If not
please consider patronizin
Pronto Press, Inc. for all you
printing needs.

PRESS, inc.

(407) 898-8363
742 N. Mills Ave.
Orlando, FL 32803

* Offset Printing

e Foil Printing ’m‘:’
® Selt Service Ccpies ._]‘)q‘,l .}.“
e Typesetling P W =
* Folding T 31
e Collating a 3
® Driiing =

Announcing the 14th annual
Mr. & Miss Parliament House
Pageant. May 8 & 9 at the
Footlights Theatre. First, sec-
ond, and third prizes are
$400.00, $200.00, and $100.00
respectively, plus "trophies,
flowers and. all that other junk"
according to a "P" House

spokesperson. "Mr. & Miss"
contestents will compete inde-
pendly, so it’s actually two
pageants in one, with duplicate
cash awards in each.

Contestants should arrive at
the theatre promptly at 2:00pm
on May 8. Registration fee is
$75.00

Also coming-up is the "Hot
Summer Nights Beach Party 89"
May 26-29. For further infor-
mation on both events contact
the Parliament House at 425-
7571.

unique effects

collectibles ® antiques
stripping ® restorations
search-find-orders
629-5870

425-9982 kathy mulheirn

Memorial Day weekend at
Southern Nights is not to be
missed. On Friday May 26 every
patron of Southern Nights
recieves one free chance 1n a
drawing for $500.00 cash,
winner takes all!

Saturday May 27 is the
annual Pink Doo Doo Cathillion
and costume ball. This is that
oh-too-chic evening when all 12
of the 1988/89 monthly Doo
Doo’s come under consideration
for the coveted title of Miss
Pink Doo Doo 1989. Planned
festivities include a Doo Doo
Parade complete with floats,
and by the way, remember this
is a costume ball. Anyone
wearing a costume will receive
complimentary admission.
Sunday brings the kickoff of
"“Summer Bash 89". Beginning
May 28 and continuing every
Sunday thereafter (as long as
summer holds out) Southern
throws a free BBQ from 7:00pm
-9:00pm with free draft beer
available (on the patio) 8:00pm
- 10:00pm. Disney days are nice
but oh those Southern Nights!
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Joy MCC
Travels To
Quilt In
Tampa

Story by Bill Ehrig

A group of about thirty
members of Joy Metropolitan
Community Church embarked
upon a chartered bus trip to see
the AIDS Quilt in Tampa on
March 8. On display were 920
of the over 9000 panels that
currently make up the quilt.

The trip proved to be a
somber and emotional experi-
ence for many and was espe-
cially hard on those who locat-
ed the quilts of friends and
loved ones. v

The NAMES Project Founda-
tion was established in 1987 in
response by lesbians and gay
men to the devastating effect
of AIDS on their communities.
It has proven to be instrumental
in increasing AIDS awareness
throughout the country.

The Quilt in its current
form weighs over sixteen tons.
As an ongoing memorial, panels
continue to be added as deaths
attributed to AIDS continue to
rise.

Support for the NAMES
project has prompted volunteers
to display The Quilt in Wash-
ington D.C. this October. The
Quilt is expected to include
more than 12,000 panels at that
time and will probably be the
last time The Quilt can be
viewed in its entirety without
having to be broken up due to
its immense size. It will be on
display October 6-8, 1989.

One could not help but
experience the great sense of
loss and pain represented in the
panels. Many panels included
the personal effects of the
individuals being represented
and all ages, races and back-
grounds were to be found on
the site. A wide range of
emotions could be experienced
upon viewing The Quilt, rang-
ing from great anger to great
love. Most people could not
help but feel that a tragic waste
of lives has resulted from this
terrible epidemic.

Florida continues to rank
third in the nation in total
number of AIDS cases reported.
Over 87,000 cases have been
reported nationally.
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Notes by a Wanzie

One observer has observed
with great interest The
Center's P. A. L. S.
Pledge Drive, and watched
the monthly pledges
increase from $300.00 in
January to $1,300 in
March.  Unfortunately
only $846.00 of the
$1,300 pledged actually
manifested in the mail
box. The Center has not
come anywhere near
meeting its goal. I am
pleased however, that this
is the first time in The
Center's brief history that
incoming pledge monies
nearly paid the rent. But
we have many additional
expenses and expansion
has become a vital
necessity. I wrote a seven
page article extolling the
virtues of The Center and
the importance of it's far
reaching programs, and I
pointed out an obvious
lack of support from
certain members of our
community. The Center
Fold editor had a mild
coronary and asked me to
edit, and Center Board
members felt the article
was a bit harsh.

Become

Fill out the
The Center,

Wi

I realized the letter had
been written when
emotions were high
concerning finances.
Because budgetary
restraints  prohibit
compensating a
professional office staff,
the burn-out rate of
volunteers is high and the
level at whicti The Center
meets the needs of our
community ot high
enough. [ c<ic goonto
explain every .zcet of The
Center's onentation and
just how mary lives we
touch on a weekly basis,
but then I'd be getting into
a seven page column
again. [ could repeat all
the reasons people choose
for not supporting The
Center and invalidate those
reasons. I could write
paragraphs on all the
reasons why The Center
effects and enriches the
lives of every9one in our
community wseather or
not they ever set foot
inside the door. But I
won't, not in this issue
anyway. But I will
submit the article next

month if the situation does
not change.

For now, I will speak
from my heart, and simply
ask you to please consider
making a pledge today.
The Center is not only a
focal point, a meeting
place, a referral source, a
counseling center, a social
and recreational facility, a
publishing company and a
learning place, it has
become a safe space where
lives are changed, and in
some cases saved.

Also The Center has
become an effective tool in
chiseling away the wall of
prejudice, misconception
and fear which separates
our community from the
community at large.

I love The Center. It is

therefore painful to
consider The Center, die
to it's success, will indeed
not survive the summer if
we cannot get our financial
house in order. We are
running out of saviors and
favors. Please fill out a
pledge form now. This is
not a ploy or clever
fundraising device. I can't
make it any clearer. We

ONE OBSERVER: Sad Support For The Center

must commit to support
to The Center or submit to
saying goodbye to it.

My sincerest thank you
to all those who have
already become P.AL.S
Pledgemakers, you are
keeping The Center's doors

open.

A Loving Supporter

form below and return to
PO.Box 533446, Orlando, FL 32853

for a pledge of (check one):
E ONGOING / MONTHLY (circle amount you wish to contribute):

$ 10.00 MO.
$ 120.00 YR.

$ 25.00 MO.
$ 300.00 YR.

I ONE-TIME DONATION: §

L ! CAN CONTRIBUTE MY EXPERTISE, SERVICES OR TIME:

CALL ON ME FOR:

$ 50.00 MO.
600.00 YR.

$ 75.00 MO.
$ 900.00 YR.

$ 100.00 MO.
1200.00 YR.
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Codependency Group Forms

A new 12-step group called
*Codependency Anonymous" is
forming for the gay and lesbian
community. The group meets at
1500 Lee Road, suite 200,
Orlando, Florida, each Friday
evening beginning at 7:30pm.

In 1979, codependency
emerged as a clinical term for
people whose lives had become
unmanageable as a result of
living in a committed relation-
ship with an alcoholic.

However, the definition has
expanded since to include the
effects of families and persons
living with overeaters and
undereaters; gamblers and
persons with certain sexual
behaviors. These compulsive
disorders paralleled the compul-
sive disorder, or illness of
alcoholism.

In the book, "Codependent
No More," by Melody Beattie,
Earnie Larsen, a codependency
specialist and pioneer in the
field, defines codependency as:
"Those self-defeating, learned
behaviors or character defects
that result in a diminished

capacity to initiate or to partic-
ipate in loving relationships."

When asked for a definition
of codependency, some less
professional individuals re-
sponded:

"Codependency means, "said
one woman, "that I'm a caretak-
er."

"Codependency,” replied
another, "means I'm up to my
elbows in alcoholics.”

"It means I'm always looking
for someone to glob onto."

"Codependency? It means I
know any man I'm attracted to,
fall in love with, or marry will
be chemically dependent or
have some other equally serious
problem."

The goal of the newly
formed group is to help each
other overcome the bondage of
unhealthy and destructive
behavioral patterns with a 12-
step program.

Anyone interested in joining
this group may call Penny at
628-8459 or 298-2633.

Call For Appointment

PHILIP O. TOAL M.S. LMHC

Licensed Mental Health Counselor
Certified Medical Psychotherapist

~

615 E. Princeton St. Suite 545
Orlando, FL 32803

(407) 908-3381
Aft. hours (407)896-8462

~

Non-Judgemental

ASSOCIATED Caring Therapy
COUNSELORS &
N TRAINERS, mc', Sharon K. Durrant, m.a.
Fiorida Licensed Marriage
& Family Therapist
Certified Addictions Professional

(407) 898-4227

\_ 647 N. Mills Avenue, Orlando, Florida 32803 J

If you have ever wanted to
put yourself on a diet, or just
learn about good nutrition, the
Diet and Nutrition class which
meets each Tuesday at 6:15pm
at The Center may be for you.

Betsy, the facilitator for the
six week course, says the class
is past diet and recipes, part
nutrition and part cheerleading
to encourage each group
member to continue leading a
healthy life.

The diet includes a weekly
food list from which partici-
pants may choose a protein and
a grain for breakfast; a protein,
grain and a vegetable for lunch;
a protein and vegetable for
dinner and a milk and fruit
each day. Food lists change
each week to add variety to
menus.

Aside from the diet, Betsy
discusses nutritional topics such
as the effects of salt on one’s
weight, and how salt effects the
heart. There are also discussions

on fats, good calories and bad
calories.

Betsy feels nutritional
information is important to
know so good health may be
maintained throughout the rest
of one’s life.

"People remain ignorant of
nutrition so they can’t really
lose weight,” said Betsy.

Betsy became interested in
weight and nutrician when she
enrolled in a diet class to loose
60 pounds. She began teaching
to help others, and to keep her
motivation to stay on her own
diet.

"It’s kind of like AA, you
have to go to know that other
people have weight problems
too, and you’re not the only
person who can’t eat certain
foods," said Betsy. .

Many people begin a diet,
but they cannot continue. Betsy
offers three reasons for this
phenomenon:

1. Many diets are not
nutritional and the
health of the dieter goes
bad.

2. Dieters feel isolated,

with those around them

eating whatever they
want. Groups are impor-
tant for morale.

3. Dieters expect too

much too fast.

Betsy says the trick to diet-
ing is to remember your goals,
and how good it feels when you
have met your goals, and others
express their pride in you.

G

m—
—

'I“Fe following recipes were supplied by Betsy
LAYERED TACO SALAD

——

1 1b. ground turkey (or veal) browned.
1 envelope Taco Seasoning Mix.
1 cup water

Simmer until thick. Spread in 13x9x2 pan and let cool.
Blend 1, 24 oz. carton cottage cheese and 1 envelope low
calorie ranch dressing. Spread this on top of meat. Top
with 2" chopped lettuce. Top with chopped tomatoes and
2 cups shredded cheese.

14
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I am still trying to find my
way from beneath the pile of
mail I received in response to
my April column. Thank you

‘[for all your kind notes! Rarely

have I been reviled, chastised,
threatened and rebuked all
within the space of three days.
This month, "How to be
Gay" focuses on our sartorial
signatures--in three words, What

guish us from the straight
world simply by observing the
tactful--yet--definitive accou-
terments displayed upon our
varied persons.

For the Gentlemen:

1. The Uniform. Virtually
unchanged since time immemo-
rial. You have your jeans; your
deck shoes; your flannel shirt
with two buttons undone so you
can see the T-Shirt beneath. In
the early ’eighties, however,
there was a backlash in the gay
community against the uniform.
The reason? Straight men from
Apopka began to sport the look
and became indistinguishable
from gay men who lived in
Winter Park. The fine art of
cruising became a game fraught
with the unknown; hence, the
uniform was dropped.

2. One Really Good Suit. We are
the best-dressed patrons of the
arts and it shows at intermis-
sion, Society matrons bow
before the onslaught of our
collective good taste. Of course,
Really Good Suits can be found
in the straight world as well
but they just don’t wear them
like we do.

3. Unusual Shoes. Brogans?
Don’t make me laugh. Desert
boots? Maybe never. Norwegian
climbing shoes? Not on these
feet. The gay person wears
shoes that have not yet been
invented. We are always being
asked: "Where did you get those

)shoes" the truth is that even the

B

/

We Wear. It is easy to distin-

By James Anthony

Italians are at a loss when
trying to explain how gay
people seem able to sport the
latest in yet-unheard-of foot-
wear.

4. Brooches. Have you seen
them? Gay men Ssporting
brooches! The return of ro-
mance is upon us! Qur carcanets
and bijoux, at a witty angle,
cunningly reflecting the ever-
present whimsy found upon our
faces..wait a minutes; put away
the brooches.

And for the Ladies:

1. A really Good Shirt. Nobody
can wear a Really Good Shirt
like a Lesbian can. Women’s
bars are filled with the best-
dressed women this side of the
Junior League.

2. Plaid Skirts. Every plaid
skirt I have ever seen in my
life was occupied, it turned out,
by a gay woman. This does not
include my Catholic grammar
school because young ladies in
plaid skirts were simply con-
forming and they had to wait
until high school to become
Lesbians,

3. Hats. I wish men could wear
hats like women do because, I
tell you, no head is complete
without a hat. Gay women wear
all kinds but the best one I ever
saw was a yellow bowler upon
the teased hair of a woman at
Key Largo.

4. Pocketbooks. Lesbians do
not have pocketbooks. I do not
know why this is. If you see a
woman on the street and she is
not carrying a pocketbook, she
will be a Lesbian.

Next month: If you can
stand it, we will enter Our
Homes and see just what it is
about our furnishings, or lack
of, that makes us gay.
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"I Celebrate My Singlehood"
by Lara Anderson

I celebrate my singlehood

No more weekday 3 o’clock phone calls

Weekend bags to unpack

I can pass a card store without going in

Roses don’t leap into my hands crooning "Buy me!"
I don’t sing Chris Williamson in the shower
Melissa Etheridge is more appealmg

My friends know I'm’alive again

Now, I'm planning a single future

I make decisions with "me" in mind

yet, when I hear a love song, or your face
suddenly fills my eyes,

Or the wind carries the hint of a certain Atlanta
fall morning

I think of you and

I celebrate my singlehood

"Last Lines"
by Eriq Poff

On summer’s day a breeze blows across my soul
engulfing me in afternoon-warm passion

I stand against it, with it, swaying in rhythm
offering myself unto the wind, I hear a reply
"let’s just be friends." ¢

A tree towers over my sapling physique
covering me, shading harshness of weather

its solid trunk props me as I sit to take refuge
1 love this tree, with deepest respect

for all the rings it bears

but I sit too long and it says to me

"let’s just be friends.”

A bird sits on windowsill, singing morning song
louder than others, bolder than rest

calling me to listen

"let’s just be friends."

Now alone, I no longer know the breeze who once warmed me,

A Poem by TY
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A By Jade

So many things in life can
frighten you. Frighten you to
the poiat where you find
yourself running away, from
reality, friends, loved ones but
especially yourself. When
someone brings up the topic of
AIDS, it frightens me. Your
mind questions you om your
past bed partners, am I safe?

ere they?

Would finding someone to
blame for AIDS make it easier
to accept the hurt and the
emptiness we feel when our
friends and loved ones pass on
from this plateau to the next? It
is possible that the blame lie’s
soley with ourselves? Gay or
straight, we were all apart of
the sexual revolution.

Do you remember when the
attitude was 'dress to leave
something for the imagination,
what happened? Now it seems
we want to show everything
beforewwe get undressed and
into bed. Don’t get me wrong,
I'm not a prude, but maybe it’s
time for a behavior adjustment.
Our attitudes about sex are
promoting the spread of AIDS,
we have been too free too long.

e are all aware of the safety
measures that will help to stop
the spread of this devastating
disease, but how about putting
sex and intimacy back into the
bedroom?

Intimacy is not something
you’ll have the pleasure of
sharing with someone on a one
night stand. Sex is. Bed-hoppers
should ask themselves this
simple question: "Are those
sweet nights worth the bitter
days that might follow?" We
need to get our minds off our
genitals and concentrate our
energy on more important
issues, perhaps our rights. I'm
afraid though, if we continue
to make bed-hopping the na-
tional pastime we won’t have to
worry about having any rights
for there won’t be any of us to
worry about. .

Come back--

Unseen with the eye--
Felt in the heart
Beauty--Love--Passion
Dreams of devotion
Lost to the shadows that fade
in dawn’s light
Consumed by flame
gone all too soon

meand my broken heart--
For one more night

the tree who shaded me, nor the bird who once sang to me
such loves I longed to possess
guiding them, myself, together in present to futures

I am like the breeze who warms,

the tree who shades,

the bird who sings

but they criticize my offerings from unknowmg paths
speaking last lines to unravel seams, shatter dreams
moving me away in SOTrow

Through tearful eye my life moves forward

and I witness the new paths of futures willed
my love (they lost) becomes a last line of hope as
a breeze terrorizes a town

a tree is cut in the forest

a bird flies into glass

I

Ella May sat up and turned off the
adio. Her grandson was on the way.
She was worried. It was getting dark
and he was on foot. Ella called his
mother. Dorothy gave the same reply
she’d given ten minutes ago,"he’s on the
way". Ella sighed and went for her
favorite folding chair. The blue one her
grandbabies had painted. It creaked
and the paint was chipping but Ella
loved it. Ella decided she’d wait on the
porch.

Sun was setting on the lake."Looked
so pink and full," she thought as her
eyes scanned the neighborhood. It was
a small suburb all the houses were small
and boxlike. Mary, her best friend lived
three houses down in the yellow and red
house. Ella always called it the "mus-
tard-n-catusp house.” Her daughter
lived in the adjoining suburb where all
the "big fancy houses" were, She’d
always wanted her only child to have a
big house with a maid. Ella always told
Dorothy,"and you’ll have a big house
with three cars and a white maid. She’ll
clean ya’lls dirty draws like you mama
had to clean theirs." Ella chuckled to
herself as the memories danced in her
head.

A small figure popped up over the
hill, it was Junior, a cute boy with fat
cheeks and pouty lips. The child usually
ran to his grandmama. Today he walked
slowly, head hung low. Ella put her
hands on her hips in bewilderment.

"How’s my grandbaby today?"

"I'm okay mama.” The child com-
mented looking at his feet. Ella gave
him some sugar on his forehead, Sat
down and put Junior on her lap. He
curled up and nestled into her bosom.
"Junior, What’s wrong?"

The brown skinned boy whispered,
"Nothing mama."

"Now I know my grandbabies, what’s
wrong?" Ella asked again rocking him
gently. Tears welled-up and Junior
broke down, "1 gotto sing in front of the
class Tuesday Ella wxped his tears.

"I can’t mama, I can’t they gonna
laugh and point, and I can’t mama.’
nior cri n his head in

Ella’s bosom. She strokes his head
softly and shushes him gently.

"Now don’t fret child, you ain’t the
first child to go through this.

Jr. wipes his tears. "Yeah,I’'m sure
Whitney Houston was scared too."

"No mama."

"Yeah she was I’'m sure when they
told that little bald headed girl she had

to sing in church she cried." Junior
chuckled.

"Mama Whitney ain’t baldheaded" he
said lauching.

"Huh, when she was little she was
baldheaded just like Janet Jackson was."

“Well how they got hair mama?" Ella
raised her hand to her chin, Junior
could see she was thinking,

"Child I supposed they went down-
town to a Wig World in Hollywood and
that’s all she wrote." Laughter exploded
from the small child as he leaped out of
Ella’s lap.

"That hair ain’t theirs mama?"

“It is child dey bought it." They both
laughed and Ella got down beside Jr.
"Now see Jr. they did it and look how
famous they is."

"Mama, I don’t need no wig I gotta
sang." Junior interjected.

"No child they got over being scared
in front of people.”

"But mama."

"Hush, of course you scared but
what’s the worse thang can happen?"

"They’ll laugh."

"Good, then you’ll know they had fun
with ya."

"I ain’t gonna have no fun mama."

"Child, you otta quit you know and I
know you good now show out fof
grandmama.’ Ella said getting up. "I
baked a peach cobbler yesterday it sho
is sweet come on in and I’ll cut you
some."

They entered the small house quickly.

Anticipation filled Junior as Ella cut the
cobbler. He could smell the peaches
from the livingroom.

"And some milk mama."

"Okay child." Ella sat the pie and milk
in front of Junior He went at it like a

By Jess

starving dog who ain’t been fed in
weeks.

"Now don’t tell yo mama I gave you
pie befo’ dinner." Ella said slyly. They
both winked and Jr. kept shoveling it in.
She soon settled into the rocker in
middle of her livingroom. "Junior you
think you gonna make it?" He looked
over with greasy lips.

"Yeah I...guess so mama." A knock at
the door followed his statement. They
could see Dorothy in her curlers and
housecoat through the screen door.

"Junior! It’s gettin’ late and there’s
school tomorrow."

"Hey Dorothy Ann, I’'m fine thanks
for askin.” Ella said as she opened the
door.

"I’m sorry mama it’s just late and dis
boy ain’t been bathed or fed." Dorothy
said as she eyed the pie. "Junior,” he
looked up nervously, "I don told you
bout sweets before supper.”

"I gave him that pie so don’t be
cross," Ella replied raising her finger.
"When you was small I couldn’t keep
you outta sweets either."

Dorothy sighed and put her hands on
her hips. "Junior 80 get in the car,
school’s tomorrow.” He hopped up and
ran for the door. Dorothy stopped him.
"Give grandma some sugar." Junior ran
over and gave Ella a kiss.

"Now you come over tomorrow and
tell me how it went,” Ella said. She gave
him a big hug and another kiss.

"I will mama."

"Go get in the car, your sisters waitin’
scoot you can come over tomorrow."
Junior smiled and ran out. Dorothy
kissed Ella, thanked her and left. She
watched Dorothy leave and wondered
where in the hell she picked up the
habit coming in a housecoat and curl-
ers.
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PajamaramA

Of course you know by now
the Fourth Saturday of eachf.
month is Backyard BBQ day the
Center, but did you know that}’
this month’s backyard event
will lead into the first ever
CENTER SLEEPOVER
EXTRAVAGANZA! (That’s a
slumber party to you). Yes it’s
PAJAMARAMA. Beginning at
8:00pm Saturday evening (you
must be in P.J.’s by 10:00pm)
and continuing through the
night until 10:00am Sunday
morning, those willing and able
will caravan to breakfast.

A mere 2 dollar cover charge
will include, popcorn, munchies,
iplanned activities, and prizes.
There’ll be movies/videos in
one room and dancing with the
"P.J.-DJ" in the other. Tiki
torches will illuminate our
newly spruced up backyard for
the outdoorsy types.
Participants must wear
sleepwear of some sort. Please
bring along pillows, sleeping
bags, blankets, and teddybears
if you like. Tents are also
welcomed. When the activity
dies down, you can sleep inside}
or out under the stars. And}
don’t forget our "LESBIAN
AND GAY SLUMBERFEST
FASHION SHOW AND
SLEEPWEAR COMPETITION"
with prizes being awarded in
the "cutest", "most daring", and
"fashion statement". categories}
in both male and female divi
sions. libations available (as
always) by donation and a}.
marshmallow roast is planned.}’
AJAMARAMA 89, please call}.
for reservations at 894-7097.

PETEN
ORISR
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pilAG

i he
-Flag, which meets on &
lastPWedx%esday of the mﬁntltli;t
8:00pm, at the Friends Mee ; g
tiouse, 316 E. Marks, Orlando,
will be having a variety ol
programs through the Sprmg_
and Summer, in;lud(ltnog bae sgg_
i er )
c1a1 gudesatt :E:?\day 31 meeting.
rams will {leatu‘re
rom P-Flag W erein
taaﬂi.;tsf discuss various t_oglcs;
and a panel of area religiou

leaders addressing their

iti moseX-
church’s position on ho

{ i t to
lity. There 18 no cos!
1:1?te‘m}i, and everyone 1s m;v10tegl.
Call Allene Baus after 6:00p

at 896-0689 for more info.

Ya l"CI SCIl e

Hunting for bargains is easy
at the Combined Groups Yard
Sale to be held Saturday, May 6
between 8am and 4pm. '

Each group pays a percent-
age of their sales to cover the
expense which will include a
yard sale permit and newspaper
ads. All monies received or
items donated by the groups
accrues to the groups participat-
ing. Groups are encouraged to
compile an inventory list of
donated items, including esti-
mated sale price. Those items
not sold at one sale are carried
over to the next sale and, when
sold, the money accrues to the
group donating same.

For more info call Allene
Baus after 6pm at 896-0689.

SeC €n €. 3
ur I t :
COurs WIII bges of PI z"Ctor
€ach ngerton

[

M OVIES

The Center’s Friday night at
the Movies presents a "Cher”
film festival during the months
of May and June. Upcoming
features are:

SILKWOOD
MOONSTRUCK
SUSPECT
THE WITCHES OF EAST-
WICK
MASK

Each film begins at 7:30pm.



The- center of Florida’s gay life
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